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mMhiDgta, Oeu. 167 
Waten, lieiteot «46| iSA _- 
WeDestoy, Hon. H. 433 
Wellesl^, Marquis, 32, 58, S9, 

61, ^, 63, 64, 259, 286, 675 
Welha^n, Marquis, 237, 299, 

469, 584, 644, 673, 686, 692, 

707, 725, 744 
Werner, 371 
Western, Capt 797 
Westphalia, Kiug, 311, 312, 

315,349 
Wheatley, Eusign, 249 
Whitbread, Mr. 5, U, 25, 420, 

746, 792 
WUte, Capt 249 
Whyte, Ensign, 250 
Wibbki, 349 
Wieboldt, Cornet^ 472 
Wilberforce. Mr. 12» 25 
WUcocks, l^Mign, 249 
WUruun in. 301 
Williams, Capt. 720 
Williams, Comet, 248 
Williams, J. 147 
WiUiams, Lieut Col. 245 
Williams, Lieut. 249 
WOshire, Capt. 249 
Wilson, Sir R. 533, 638, 763 
Winzingenrode, Oen. 510, 526, 

574, 732, 759, 764, 818 
Wirtemberg, Duke A. i)t, 3lfi^ 

382, 503, 509 
Wirtigen, 538 
Wisch, Lieut 24B 
Wittgenstein, Count, 311, 316, 

377, 382, 410, 493, 526, 542, 

550, 574, 761, 766, 797, 81^ 
Wladislans, 349 
Wolfe, Lieut 250 
Wolsey> Cardinal, 140 
WoodfoDd, Lieut Col. 245 
Woronzow, Count, 496 
Wortley, J, 8. 25 
Wrangle, Couilt, 796 
Wrede, Gen. 410, 414, 765 ' 
Wnrmb, M^jor, 686, 692 
Wynyard, Capt 472 

Yarmouth, Lord, 367 

York, Duke, 178, 225, 325, 

392 
Yorke, C. 26 \, 

Young,' Arthur, 100, 234 

Zamoyski, Count, d81 
Zayonehdck, Oen. .47$ 
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IN D E X 



OF THE 



NAMES OF COUNTRIES, PLACES, kc.9cc.kc. 



MENTIONED IN VOL. XXII. 



Aa, river, 403 

Aduja, river, 24y, 694 

A&muiJero> 526 

AlHea, 140 

Apeda, river, 445, 753 

Air, river, 214 

Ab^ 238 

Afba de Tormet, 24^, 445, 464, 
467, 725. 752,. 754, 756 

Albiiefa, 778 , 

Albnfen^ 339 

Aldra, 339 

Alcojrt339, 340' 

AldeftXeoAia, 239, 725 

Aldea RolSa, 464 

Aldea Tejadi, 241, 753 

Alexecply, 815 

Atican^ 338. 698 

Almo, 463 

America, (U, S.) 49, 85, 101, 
131, 140, 161| 217, 236, 251, 
$^ 267^ 282, 318, 333, 353, 
alfe, 475. 618, 813, 823 

America^ (SooU) 170, 394 

Ainlmtlmrx,475, 486,533, 563 

Amiens, 116, 328, 810 

Andalusia, 461 

Anvalo, 694 

Appleby, 47 

Aranda, 7lt6 

Aramoei, 694 

Arapiles, 240, 241, 465, 752 

Arevalo, 244, 247, 469 

AriansoB, river, 689 

Ashton mider Lyne, 209, 214 

Asia, 140, 505 

Astorias, 461 

AoiteriitK, 174, 189, 277, 498 

Austria, 310 

Avaita, 317 • 

ATila, 247 

Aiores, 568 

Babllafiittite, 239, 240 
Babtnowitch, 376 
•, 778 



Balamontachy, 506 

Baltic, 376 

Bandebova^ 400 

BandonBndge, 3 

Baniel, 689 

Banske, 403 

Barcelona, 336 

Barrosa, 778 

Bashona, 525 

Basingstoke, 174 

Bath, 812 

Bayg^o, 347 

Bayoone, 461 

Bechenkofiski, 376^ 

Beheen Kovisch, 400 

Beresina, river, 343, 372, 379, 

380, 406, 436, 819 
Berlin, 121, 162, 174, 283, 348, 

376, 82ff 
Berwska, 503 
Bexhill, 677 
Biala, 281 . . 
Bialistock, 345 
Bickow, 380 
Bikovoi, 760 
Blackchtoni, 343 
Black Sea, 376 
Blascho Saiicfao, 247 
Bobrowitdu, 343 
Bobmisk, 343, 372 
Bobransk, 374^ 377, 379, 381 
Bodmin, 2 
Bogdanoff, 342 
Boghorodoek, 637 
Bolton in tbe Moors, 210 
Bone, river, 816 
Boreitch, 406 
Boreson, 372, 374 
Borisow, 820 
Boristlienes. See Dnieper 
Borodino, 491, 404, 495, 497, 

526, 539, 541, 760 
Borowsk, 641, 729, 732, 734, 

759 
Boston, 568 
Botany Bay, 90 



Botley, 54, 65, 94, Ito; 13^ 
147, 173, 202, 237, 272, SOQ, 
333, 364, 367, 395, 455, 450, 
525, 553, 616; 624, 657, 68^ 
71^781 . »>-^ 

BotscheiskoYO, 376, 877 
Bonrbon, Isle, 196. 
Brabant, 589 
Breslaw, 348 
Breslitow, 761 
Brighton, 322 

Bristol, 1, 27, 47, liO, 12>, 
193 / f J 

Briviesca, 687. 727 

Brody, 153 

Bromberg, 281 

Brownstown, 563 ' 

Bnesc, 441 

Brzesiny, 281 

Bacharest, 370 

Bng, 344 

Burgos, 679, 686, 691, 706, 

726, 749 , 
Bnry, 65 
Bnsaco, 778 

Cabecon, 688, 6§t 
Gabecon del C^mpo, 691 
Cabrerizos, 237, 240, 725 
Cadiz, 469, 706 
Calder, river, 214 
Calvarasa de Abaxo, 240 
Calvarasade Arriba, 240, 465, 

725 
Canada, 170, 267, 268, 334, 

354, 434, 475, 527, 562, 718, 

824, 827 
Canard, river, 477, 533 
Canizal, 238 
Canta la Piediti, 239 
Cantalpeno, 464 
Cape of Good Hope, 196 
Carrion, river, 690, 693 
Carteiilo, 238 - 
Casa Masaim, 337 
Castella, ^9, 340 
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CaAtil de PednaBy TVT 
<kwdle» 461 

CastOiejos de la Caesta, 470 
Cattrefon, 238, 250 
Cattro Urdialet, 24ft 
Catalonia, 338 
Celada del Camino, 689 
Calinha, 760 
Cbanraaoft 816 
Cbatoai, 314, 317 
Chawli, 316, Sl7, 371 
Cheshire, 209, 214 
Chester, 217 
Chinchilla, 688 
Chipawa, 720 
Cuales, 69$ 
Cinsk, 874 
GkHra, 328 
Chidad Rodri^, 239, 240, 680, 

725, 753, 778 
Clifton, 28 
Cx>lbato, 337 
Colchester, 4 
Colohi, 760 
Constantinople, 121 
Copeohmn, 120 
CordefilUi, 689 
CorawaO, 422 
Corsica^ 369 
Conimia, 690, 694 
Corvo, 568 
Cossentes, 338 
Conrland, 381 
f^ncoiv, 282 
Cnllera, 338, 340 

Danowchoff, 341 

Dantzic, 123, 149, 310^ 342, 

379, 729 
Dannbe, 122, 309 
Davidoffle^, 636 
Deba, ri?er, 461 
Demetrioff, 759 
Denia, 338, 698 
Denmark, 120 
Derbyshire, 208 
Detroit, 475, 477, 486, 562, 

720, 82^ 
Develtovo, 314 
Disna, 377, 728, 730, 766 
XMvb, 473 
Dmetriesk, 574 
Dmitrow, 637 
Dnieper, river, 343, 372, 380, 

406, 407, 411, 473, 483, 484, 

506, 509, 660, 820 
Dockcheehietie, 375 
Dockchilsoui, 372 
Dolgomnst. 797 
DonkoTichina, 413 
J3i»roglloboiiJ, 474, 484, 507, 

526, 763 
Doubrova, 405 

gonbrowna, 405, 506 
OQgfaoTtchStchiiny 764 
Donro, river, 237, 247, 446, 

462, 680, ^3, 72j^ 
Dover, 124, 12(6 ^^r 

Drakoo, 404 
Dresden, 156 
Drissa, 371, 375, 381, 382, 99f, '■ 

405,4^4,766 
Prooia, 375 
Dcd)li% 652 ' 
PadnwiiditQlClkiiii^ 510 



1 N I) E X. 

Dnchonschene, ^6 
Duenas, 690 
Duesbory, 213 
Dnnaboorg, 317, 344, 348, 371, 

375, 397, 405, 410, 473 
Dttnbsr, 698 
Dnnkirk, 225, 258 
Dwina,' river, 815, 318,' 341, 

342, 344, 348, 375, 377, 399, 

414, 474, 574, 661, 688, 732, 

765, 794, 797, 821 
Daiana, river, 343 

East Indies, 196 

Eccles, 209 

Edgeley, 19 

Egypt, 290 

Ekau, 403 

Eketanoni, 313 

Elbe, river, 190, 310, 313 

Elbing, 310 

Elnee, 761, 763^ 815 

£1 Olmo, 239 

Ely, 66, 72, 106, 110, 353, 391 

Encinas, 725 

England, 85, 131, 148, 173, 

217, 251, 813 
Erie, fort, 721 
Erendna, 758 
Escorial, 247 
Espinar, 247 
Europe, 116 

Falmoath, 102 

Femhiskoe, 503, 729 

Finhind, 122, 633, 765 

Flora de Avila, 240 

Floraditzva, 439 

Flores, 568 

Floridas, 162, 170 

Flushing, 655 

Fontiveros, 725 

France, 20, 119, 139, 148, 187, 

227, 265, 276, 327, 548, 588, 

806 - 
France (Isle of), 196, 329 
Fnente Dnenal, 694 

Gallicia, 261 

Galway, 206 

Gatton, 2, 610 

Gedonow, 508 

Gehinzeleva, 414 

George (Fort), 476, 529, 720 

Germany, 645 

Gigat, 482, 496, 534 

Oorodnia, 733 

Gijon, 461 

Glonbokoe, 374, 375 

GoKgnino, 374 

Great Grimsby, 428 

Oritneva, 496 

GrodQO«3t5, 317, 342, 345, S7j^ 

Gstealsk, 626 

Onarena, river, 237, 446, 463 

Goildenone, 213 

Gnmbuinen, 309, 3il 

Gaaba, 438 

Halifax, 827 
Hambnr|;h, 133 
Hampshire, 51S, $45 
Hanover, 302, 369 
Hanseatic 'Baims, lt3, 3^, 5d& 
Haughton (West), 210 . 



Hebdow, 282 

Helder, 225,* 250,^ 325^'999^ 

Helsingfors, 493 -^ 

Henbury, 216 

Herbefgen, 404 ' ' ^'> 

Hockmomhricke, 21^ ^ 

Holland, 20, 117, 325, 392, «i9 

Honiton, 2 

Horbury, 213 

Hormaza, river, 689 

HomiUos, 689 

Horodetska, 438, 441, 443 

Honat, 808 

Hnddersfield, 18, 211, 213 

Hnebra, river, 753 

Hnerta, 239, 240, 243> 725 

Huron, river, 563 ' 

Ibcar, 687 
Ibi, 339 
Igbonmen, 374 
Igfaouman, 374 
Ilchester, 812 
Isha, river, 730 
Ivia, 343, 372 

Jacamah, river, 694 
Jacbitsie, 374 
Jacobstadt, 403 
Jaconbove, 382 
Janow, 317 
Javou, 314 
Jigmuroni, 31^ 

Kalwarry, 312 

Kalouga, 542, 573, 636, ttd 

Kamcn, 375 

Kanosava, 660 

Kentucky, 825 '^ 

Khaloui, 374 

Khomeno, 406 

Kiow, 729 

Kobreo, 372 ' 

Kobryn, 438 '' 

Kokainow, 375 ^ 

Kologha, river, 496 ' 

Konigsberg, 311, 313 ' ' 

Konina, 344 ^ 

Rormelon, 313 '" 

Kovomtdia, 406 ' '^ 

Kowno, 312, 313, 316, 342, 

371, 729 
Kremlin, 504, 728, tSl '^i' 

Krasnoi, 406,660,764>79g|'8l^ 
Kunken,404 ; < 

La Chine, 269 

La Nava del Key, «38, 46r '' 
Lancashire, 21, 214 ^ 

Lancaster, fl6 "- 

La Prairie, 269 '""' 

La Sema, 244, 251 '^ ^ 

Las Torres, 241 ' ' 

Lebowd, %V7 "T 

Leeds, 211 " •^ '^ 

Leicestershire, 209,' 326' ' 
Lemberg, 312 1 - ' ^' 'i 
Leon, 461 ■< 

Leversedge, 211 '- ' * • ''- 
Lida, 316, 342 ' ' • -^ 
Iin%338^ : • 'i 

Lincoln, 33 

UHtamy 3^0^ 406, ^tt- --''^^ 
Lisbon, 120 * - ' cvcV!! 

Lithiuaah,g^3l69M«^o;8it 
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ImhUB, 281, 319 

Madrid, 940, «47, 961, S94y 

469, 676, 6M, 74»4 
KlglVttdaty 687 
Magdeborgh, 397 
Mmrca, 338, 369 
Malaga, 948 
Mala, Jai^dafl^ 760 
Maliatoiiv 317 
Malioardslafib, 733^ 76$ 
MaHa» 19$» 196,369 
.Mancheater, 91, tlO> 555, 596> 

609 
<Haiureaa, 397. 
Mansfield, 90r 
Marienbeii;, 310 
JMarienpol, 319 
Marienwerder, ^0^ S40 
Maitorel, 394 
Mattuero, 409 
Medina, 760 
Memel, 157 
Meoistrol, 336 
Mer, 379 

MicfaigaD, 489, 895 
3rtcli|UiiiadiiDae,Fort|476, 569 
MiddletOD, 909 
BrauyietkL 317 
MikaUitd&i, 341 
MiHn, 199, 169, 983 
Hinored, 369 
Vinsk, 349, 345,'371> 466y 668, 

799, 818, 899 
Mijabete, 940 
Mtttao, 574 
Mohaow^ 373, 377»379^49S, 

435, 638, 798 
Mojaitk, 483> 491, 496^ 536^ 

638, 666y 798, 734 
Moldavia, 191, 310, 498, 688 
Molodetclmo, 81^ 899 
Monasterio, 687,797 

MoDserrat, ^^ 

Montreal 969, 971, 475^ 718 

Morley, 913 

M orbilNUi, 808 

HoM»w, 394, 503, 504, 573. 

1636, 661, 657, 798, 809 
Moskwa, nyer, 496, 500 
MoQcluMup 317 
mmOtnoDy 9H 
Moaier, 374 

Kara, rnrer, 748 
Nmeotachio. an 
New Bnmsvick, S3^ 
Newcastle under Ui^ 919 
Newfoundland,. 196 
Newtrooki,,3]3 ^ 
New York, 109^ «18, 89S 
Niagara, 718, 791,695 
Niemen, river, 311^ 319» 348, 

371»397 
Nikoteew, 343 . 
Nbvy, 379 
Noibkoe,798i. 
Norwich, 113 .: 
Nottingluun, 10, 1^ 49^ i5, 

908, 916, 396 
VottimAfm^my tK 91» 1091 
Ndra Scotia, 334..:. .a 



NoviTroki^3l6 
Novocrod, 319 
NoTOi Sworgieitf^ 346 
Novoiieleke, 437 
Nowogrodek, 344 
Nnettra Senora de la Paaa, 949 

OaUmptoiv 9, 558 

Odimiana, 341 

Oder, river, 3U)^ 313 

Ohio, 489, 569j 895 

Oinll, 389 

Oka, river, 758 

Oldbanoni, 341 

Oldenburgli (Duchy), 193, 148 

OldSaram, 947 

Olmedo, 947 

Obnof, 688 

OMhatMfa, 375 

Orcha, 375 

<^M^380 

Ostrovno, 377, 398, 409 

Otwec, 484 

Onda, 338 

Onla, river, 376 

Onsirath, 380 

Ontchatx, Sre 

Oxford,. 147, 597 

Paidey, 147 

Palencia, -690 

Pancorbo, 797 

Ptoig, 14, 116, 119, 310, 538, 

653, 666, 698 
Peneranda, 468, 75i 
Pearyn, 9 
Percba, 343 
Pilwisky, 319 
Pinsk, 374, 816 
Pituerga, river, 690, 699 
Pitiegna,795 
Plock, 310 
Plymonth, 168 
PodoHa, 980, 373 
Podnbno. 439 
PoiDte Claire, 969 
Pokhra, river, 758 
Poland, 174, 903, 965, 979 
Polotsk, 373, 376, 400, 410, 

596, 761, 766, 794 
PoUos, 940, 446 
Ponerieji, 317 
Poniewfcs, 370 
P0fietdio, 380 
Port Mahon, 961 
Portof^, 108, 117, 903, 673, 

706 
Posen, 347 
Poet^voni, 343 
Pregel, river, 311 
Pro^ianoni, 315 
Prusia, 198, 149, 310 
Pmaany, 440 
Paente do Dooro^ 947, 693 
PMrto dft OndaKrama, 947 
Polawy, 310 
Pultnsk, 311 

Qoebee, 533 
Qneenboroogb, 9, 49^ 
OneenstowD, 790. . 
Qnintana Pallas^ 688 

IUwd«i, 911« 916 
Rawf<4d, 913 



, 406 

Rastenboif, 311 
Rcgnena, 38ft, «i9 
Reo», 338 * .u. - 

Revel, 493 

Reydanoni, 316 <• • > • 
Revnosa, 469 
Rhine, river, 310 
Rte, 397, 404^ 474^ i9BfS» 
Rio Vena, 687 
Roboniln^, Ml 
Romanoff, 374 ^ * 
Romanio, 406 
Ronikotttoni, 88i . . . • 
Rossien, 370 . . 

Rotsiena, 313, 316, 31^ 
Roomcfaicki, 313 
Rnssia, M6, 119, 141, i4% 
903, 310 ™* 

Roeda, €96,699 

Sabei, 381 

Saint Ckmd, 310 • • 

Saint Germiiwi, 4lt 

8nntBfawe%47 

Saint Lanrient, 971 

Saint Petersborgh, 153, *368; 

189, 310, 377, 491, (ttS,Wt 

766, 798, 817 
Salamanca, 995, 987, 999pS¥L 

957, 989, 444, 706, 795irT5% 

778 
SaltaNaecka, 486 
Samogitia, 314, 31«, 348^ 8M| 

373 
SanDimas, 337 ^ 

Sandwich, 356 
flanOfaOk^ 687 
San Roman, 937 
Santa Martha, 940 
Santander, 686, 689 
Sardinia, 369 
Saxony, 195 
Scotland, 179 
Segorbe, 338, 339 
Sogovia, 948 
Senegal, 196 
Seqneito, 948 
Seville, 469 
Sheffield, 18, 396 
SicUy, 109, 117, 961, 71^ 
Silesia, 310 
Simancas, 693 
Skamiers, 989 
Skoroale, 313 
Slawkovo, 473 
Slenno, 376 
Slonim, 374, 816 
Sloobokn, 379 
Sloosk, 379 
Smolensk, 375, 379, 406^ 409, 

473, 506|,638, 661, 791^757, 

764, 819 
Smorogfaoail, 3M 
SokolilMhscfaa, 596 
SaUait, 311 . . 

Soleinicki, 318 . 
Sonderva, 31S 
Soto PaUado, 687 
Soabotnicki, 343, 379 
808rini'40S 

Soiitiiamptou,t74,4l9i481|tfl4 
SonthwMk, a -i 

Spain, lOT,\iT,m^iiOyWB^ 
903, IW:^ m^SA^^fM^ u 



\ 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



INPjBXi 



ottnora^ 18 

8tar LMd, 5^4 
atod^bohn, ifO, 711 * , 
itodii^rt, If, i9f ^ f 14 
toMez, 27 
iweden, 128, 1«[, «r5, m 

SfVfliit*iwii» S17 
9wentilaooiii9 atr 
SwiBlock, ^4 . . 

TaEiTef«y 778 

Tchainik, 761 

TMUwbiatle, in 

Teaaret, 465 

Teschy dA8 

nuuneiy riyer, 478 

ThoiHy 188; 510 

tSkk, 371 

Ubit, 119, t89» aU, 5ftl 

TOrMllM, 2dr,.4i4»4M, M8 



'fm^^i 



XOQia, MS, 973y 7SS 

ItabankM, tvrti, i§6 
tmbiBi, 84t 
Traka, 514 
Trobone, 37^ 



Tmroy 526 
TiiMa»M0^ 
Turkey, 125 



X^krabe, 280, 575 
tJiiiolBe, 506 

Valfioda, 538, 688, 726 

Valentina. 4U, 475 

TaHadoUd,. 244^ «8\ 72<i 

ValUia, 238 

Vamoia, Hvar, TM 

Vela), 580 

Terdu, 9$r 

Ver^ 752, 755 

Verona, 510 

Verrta, 759 

Vlatnia, 474, 481, 7^7, 760, 

764 
Vktofia, 695, 728 
Vldiow, 517, 545 
Tiemia, 155 
VUeUnu 544 

Vdia, river, 515, 515, 517^ X0 
Villa MorieL 690 
VOla Robledo, 469 

Viftola, 125, 514>, a44>.576 

VoceMorf, 548 

V<Ainia, 280, 515, 517, 575, 

581, 485, 816, 8tt 
Vokgiock, 572 ' 

Wakefield, 215 . ' ' / 
WaUftchia, 121, 510 



Zafira, 248 

Za|>ardle|^ nteiv 249^^ 444 
Zawanies, 442 
8«ifHP»ximv 7H 



■ I 



Wmmf^ 425, wr%i 5io^ a^i^ | 

WaAiiistM,408| 255^282> 2B5| 

518, 505 : \ 

Wchlao, Mt . ; 

We«tHaqghtO0,.^tO ^.«..__f 

West lodlec, iB6i t 

Westminstec, 5, 2QMIS,«W^ 

^chnew, 542, 543> 57t 
Wgao, 211 
WilkoMir. 515, 51) 
WilkowiAv sia » . . . 
WHoa, 156, 510, 313, 516, 542, 

547, 570, 729, 822 ., 
Winchester, 95, 115^174^ 44?| 

482, 515 
Winkowo, 754 
Witepek, 575, 576, 3?^, 888^ 

597, 405, 729» 76» 
Wolkowisk, 317. 54t 
Wotokolamsk, iS36 

Xixooa, 559 
Xiicar, rirer, 5i# 

York, 476^ 530 

Yark^iire^ 14^ 21, 2U, 21^ 

422 



I * 
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TABLES. 

PRICE O? BUUdON pir Oi0MC» in tke London Bfarket, dnrinr tlM Six 
Um^P9§ifmjm fiMe* IZtt, being tile m>thi^0 prUe uf tmh 
lCra£L—K.B^ Where tiiefait no price meatiened, ti>e>B Jua-been non> 
«riM wt €f BalliM « tie MadMU 



SoftiofBrilioiv 



^"^l 



JQ 



Atlg. 



^.a. d. -e.*. d. £.$. d. £,$. 4. 
500580576 
000000570 
419 6000540 

^ S 6 6i0 6 6 
00 9 00000 



910 

o|o 



J-J. 



Sept 



Oct 



Not. 



<£ .«. d. 

5 8 




5 4 



6 4 




Pec. 



£.•. d. 
5 7 




6 e 




N.B. The BUNT FUCEp per Oaaof, of tke SSteadei^ Gold and Silver 
BaUioo is as ftllowi: StandM Gold in ^arB, £,S it: lOld. Standard 
Silver in Ban ; ftsi Ad. Ue atlMr eort* of BnUien, except tbe Portocal 
Gold Coinp are Mow Standard Valae. Hie Piicea in the above table is 
tfielfaHb<<3Price in Bank of fingfand Notes. 



tU)^ of die Priaea •f MBAX. SlTfMR, SALT, and 

POALS, in LONVON, from Joly to 

Pecember, ISlf, inclnsive^ 



Mutton 

InOffK • 



Sugar. 



Salt« 



Coak, 



July. 



a. d. 

6 

6 4 

6 4 



Aug. 



«. d. 

5 6 

6 

7 



44 f47 f46 9 



Sept 



$. d. 

• 

6 4 

7 8 



SO OtO OftOOM OfO OfO 



58 S{54 d|51 s|5r~o|55 o|65 



Oct 



ff. d. 

6 

6 81 



46 547 



Nov. 



s. d. 

5 8 

6 4 

7 

"o 




Number of BANK^ 
RUPTCIES aa a». 
nounced in the London 
Gaiattet from if^ 

Majtol5tkNovaaibaa, 
1811 ^ 



To 15 June ».»••' tfl» 

— Jaly Of 

— Angoit. . . . tao 

— September. . 78 

— October . t • 86 
~ N nue Mbai ,.a30l 



088 



Ffke of the UU AKTEKN LOAF, accorW 
t» the Assfaw of Bread fat LONfMNrS 
the Six Months endmg with I>ee. 1818. 
takinf the average ofjhe Ibar Ass&Min ^ 



eachMonth^N.B. Hie Weight •# aha 
Loaf, accordmg to Law, is 4lb. fiea. 8dr, 



J«Jy • 1 a 

August t 8 

September t 8 

October \ 71 

November 1 61 

December . 1 ^ 

Average Price during the Sfai Months 1' 7\\ 



Plica of the ENGLISH FUNDS, or StOCKS, 
as shown from the Prices here given of the 
Hiaa fer Cent CbasalMatad AnHuMoi, for 
the Six Months, ending with Dec. 181i.r- 
N3. The Prices hem given are Oie wavgt 
Prices for each Month. 



August 



October 



NoveariMr , 
December < 



56 

57i 

59 

.581 

»k 
.58J 



Nambar ef OHEISTENINGS and BURLILS 
within the BUls of Mortality, from f3d 
June to 28d Dec. 1818. 



Months. 



i'oJulytl.. . 

— August 16 . 

— Sept sa . . 

— Oct7. . . 
^ Nov. 84 . . 

— Dec. tt . . 



Christenings. 



Males FeoMdes 



873 
1018 
686 
950 
758 \ 
750 



5,089 



859 
918 
660 
913 
789 
748 



4,801 



Total Christenings 9,8 3 0. 
Children under two years of age' 



Bttriab. 



639 
778 
608 
836 
856 
957 



4,667 



581 
789 

691 

755 
887 

986 



4,4^ 



9,136 
3,030 



Total Burials >.>. 18,166 



FARNI 


[AM UQPfl 


;, in London 


, from July 


to Decemb< 


Br,J818, bfl 


til Months inclusive. 


Com per Quarter of 8 Winchester Bushels. 


Hay per 
Load. 


Straw per 
Load. 


Cwt 


Wheat 


Rye. 


Badey. 


Oats. 


Beans. 


ff. d. 

131 9 


ff. d. 

83 8 


a. d. 
49 7 


ff. tf. 

4ff 6 


ff. d. 

83 10 


£.M. d. 
4 13 6 


«f.ff. d. 
8 17 6 


^.f- d. 
19 18 
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X *' That the Election of Members of Parliament ou^t to be free." Bill or Rights. 

1]- ^ ' \% 



TO THE INDEPENDENT ELECTORS 
OY BRISTOL. 

Letter I, 
Gentlemen, 

Yovtr City, the third in En^nd in point 
of popiilati«D^ ?nd) for the bre¥eiy and 
public-spirit of its ix»bal)itan(3 the first in 
tlie world, is now become, with all those 
who take an interest in the public welfare;, 
an object oC anxious attention. You, as 
the Electors' ^f -Westminster were, have 
loag been the sport of the two artful fac- 
tions, who have divided between them the 
profits arising from the obtaining of your 
votes* One of eadi iaction has always 
^en elen^ted ; and^ as one of them always 
belonged to the faction out ^ place^ you, 
wiiose intentions and views were honest, 
%ens6led yourselves with the reflection, 
that, if one of your members was in place, 
or belonged to tlie IN party, your other 
men^ber, who belonged to the OUT party, 
was always in the House to watch him. 
jioi, tto^) I think, experience must have 
convincetl you, that the OUT as well as 
tht IN member was always seeking his 
own gain at your expense and thtit of the 
nation;. and that the two factions, though 
opci^y hostile to each other, have always 
been perfectly well agreed as to the main 
point ; namely, the perpetuttting of those 
sinecure places and all those other means 
hy which the public money is put into the 
pockets ^ indivtthiaU, 

With this -conviction in your minds, it is 
Hot to be wandered at that you are now be* 
pnning to make a stand for the remnant of 
your liberties ; and, as I am firmly per- 
-snad^, that your success would be oi infi- 
nite tedefit to the cause of freedom in gener 
ral, and, of course, to our country, now 
groaning under a, compilation of calamities, 
1 cannot longer withhold a public expres- 
sion of the sentiments which I entertain re* 
apecting the struggle in which yiRi are •en-: 
gaged ; and especially ^respecting the elec-^ 
Hon now going cn^ the proceedings of n 
rgcerU meeting in London^ and the pre (tn^ 



sions of Mr. Hunl compared with those of 
Sir Samuel Romilly. 

As to the first, yon will bear in min^ 
Centkmen, how often we, who, wish form 
reform of the parliament, . have contended^ 
that no njeiiibec qf. tl^e Hou^e qf Commoni 
ought tO'^bfejV |>lac6inan i^r t pensioner^ 
We have .said, and we have shown, that 
injithat Act,of ^afHaii^e At; -l^y: virtue of 
which the presdit family was vested to 
the throne of this kingdom.; we have 
5hown, that, by that Act, it was provided 
that no Plan haying a pension or plac€ 4jf 
emolumenl under the Crown should be cap^ 
ble oj being a number of the House of Com* 
mons^ It is, indeed, true, that Uiis provi- 
sion has since been repealed; but, it hay« 
ing been enacted, and that, too, on so im- 
portant an occasion, shows clearly how 
jealous our ancestors were upon the subject^ 

When we ask for a revival qf this i^w, 

we are told that it cannot be wanted ; be- 
cause, if a man be a placeman or a pensioner 
before he be chosen at all, those who choose 
him know it, and if they like a placeman 
or a pensioner, who else has any thing to 
do with the matter? And, if a man be 
made a placeman or pensioner afier he be 
chosen, he must yacale his seat^ and return 
to his constituents to be re-elected before 
he c^ sit again ; if they reject him he caor 
Hot'sit, and, if they re-choose him, wlie 
else has any thing to do with the niaiter? 

To be sure it is pretty impudent for ihes^ 
people to talk to us about choiee and about 
re-choosing and about rejecting and the 
like, when they know that w^ are well in* 
formed of the nature of choosings and re^ 
choosings at Old Sarum, at Gatfon, at 
Queenborough, at Bodmin, at Pem-ynn, at 
Honilon, at Oakhamptou, and at more 
than a hundred qil^r places ; it* is pretty 
impudent to talk to us about niciubert 
going back to their (onsliiiunls at such 
places as tli</se here mentioned; but, what 
will eveiuhe impudence ol these people find 
to say in the case of those members, who^ 
upon having grasped places or pension;?, do 
go back to th^ir constitueuta, and upoe 
being rejected by them, go to some bo* 
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rough where the people have no voice ; or 
who^ not relishing the prospect, do not go 
to face their former constituents, hut go, at 
once, to some horough, and there take a 
seat, which, hy cogent arguments, no 
doubt, some one has been prevailed on to 
fo out of to make way for them? What 
will even the impudence of the most pros- 
tituted knaves of hired writers find to say 
incases like these? 

Of the former Mr. George Tierney 
presents a memorable instance. He was 
^rmerly a member for Southwark, chosen 
on account of his professions in favour of 
freedom, by a numerous body of indepen- 
dent electors. But, having taken a fancy 
to a place JwhKh put «om| ch^isaads a year 
of the pubii&.itooney *ititO iiis \)Wn indivi- 
dual pQcke^, h^yjng h^d.thc assurtijce to 
tfo back to:.W!r..tqn5tita^ts; 4hd., having 
been By Xliim* refected with* scorn, he was 
immediately chosen by some borough where 
a seat had been emptied in order to receive 
him, and now he is a representative of the 
people of a place called Bandon Bridge in 
freiand^ a place which, in all probability, 
he never saw, and the inha^tants of 
which are, I dare say, wholly unconscious 
"of having the honour to be represented by 
so famous a person. Your late represen- 
tative, Mr. Bragge Bathurst, fafis acted 
a more modest, or, at least, a more pru- 
dent part. He has got a fat place, a place 
the profits of which would find some hun- 
dreds of Englishmen's families in provisions 
all the year round ; he has been made what 
is called Chancellor of the Duchy of Lan- 
caster^ which ^vill give him immense pa- 
tronage, and, of course, afford him ample 
means of enriching his family, friends, and 
-dependents, besides his having held places 
of great salary for many years before. 
Thus loaded with riches arising from the 
public means, he does nor, I perceive, in- 
tend io face you; he cannot, it seems, screw 
himseU up td that pitch. We shall, in all 
likelihood, sec, in a few days, what bo* 
rough opens its chaste arms |p receive him ; 
but, as a matter of much greater conse- 
quence, I now beg to offer you some re- 
juarks upon the measures that have been 
^en to supply his place. 

It was announced to his supporters at 
Bristol, about three months ago, that he 
did not mean to offer Himself for that city 
again, and Ma. Richard Haiit Davis, of 
whom you will hear enough, came forward 
as his successor; openly avowing all his 
principles, and expressly saying, that he 
would tread in his steps. What those 



steps are, you have seen ; and what those 
principles are the miserable people of Eng* 
land feel in the effects of war and ta)tation. 
But, I beg your attention to some circum? 
stances connected with the election, which 
ought to be known iind long borne in mind. 
The WRIT for electing a member for Bris- 
tol in the room of Bragge Bathurst was 
moved for, in the House of Commons, on 
Tuesday evening, the 23d of June, and, at 
the same moment, a writ for electing a 
member for Colchester, in the room of 
Richard Hart Davis, was moved for. So, 
you see, they' both vacate at the same m* 
stant ; your man. not liking to go down to 
Bristol, the other vacates a seat for another 
place, in order to go down to face you iti 
his stead. Observe, too, with what ^i/ici^- 
ness the thing is managed. Nobody knows, 
or, at least, none of you know, that Bragge 
is going to vacate his seat. Davis appa^ 
rently knew it, because we see him ra- 
eating at the same moment. The WRIT is 
sent off* the same night ; it gets to Bristol 
on Wednesday morning the 24th ; the law 
requires four days notice on the part of the 
Sheriffs; they give it, and the election 
comes on the next Monday. So, you see, 
if Ml. Hunt had been living in Ireland or 
Scotland, or even in the Northern counties 
of England, or in some parts of Cornwall, 
the election might have been over, before 
there would have been a POSSIBILITY of 
his getting to Bristol. And though his 
place of residence was within thirty miles 
of London, he who was at home on his 
farm, had but just time to reach you soon 
enough to give you an opportunity of exer^ 
cising your rights upon this occasion. Mr. 
Hunt could not know that the writ was 
moved for till Wednesday evening, livings 
as he does, at a distance from a post town; 
and, as it happened, he did not know of it, 
I believe, till Thursday night ; so that, it 
was next to impossible for him to come to 
London (which, I suppose, was necessary) 
and to reach Bristol before Saturday* 
While, on the other hand, Mr. Davis had 
chosen his time, and, of course, had made 
all his preparations. 

Suph, Gentlemen, have been the means 
used preparatory to ^he election. Let us 
now see what a scene your city exhibits at 
this moment ; first, however, taking a look 
at the under-plot going on in London in 
favour of Sir Samuel Romilly. 

It is stated in the London news-paperSy 
and particularly in the Times of Saturday 
last, that there was a meeting, on Friday, 
at the Crown and Anchor ia the 5trand| 
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the object of which meetinjjr was, ** to raise 
** mon^" by subscription for " supporting 
^ ike election of Sir Samuel Romilly at 
*' Bristol ;" and it is added, that a large 
sum was accordingly raised. This meeting 
appears to me to have for its object the de- 
ceiving of the electors of Bristol ; an object, 
however, which 1 am satisfied will not be 
accomplished to any great extent. I do, 
mot mean to say, that Sir Samuel Romilly 
would use deceit; but, I am quite sure, 
that there are those who would use it upon 
this occasion. The truth is, thai the rais- 
ing o^ these iarge sums of money f amount- 
ing already, they say, to £s^000) proves 
that Sir Samuel Romilly does not put his 
trusi in the FREE VOICE of the people 
of Bristol. At this meetiug Mr. Baring, 
one of the persons who makes the loans to 
the govenwunl^ was in the chair. This 
alone is a circumstance sufficient to enable 
you to judge not only of the character of 
the meeting, but also of what sort of con- 
duct is expected from Sir Samuel Romilly 
if he were placed in parliament by the 
means of this subscription. Mr. Whit- 
bread was also at the meeting, and spoke 
in favour of the subscription. But, we 
must not be carried away by names. Mr. 
Whitbread does many good things; but 
Mr* Whitbread is not atwajrs right. Mr. 
Whitbread subscribed to bring Mr, Sheri- 
dan in for Westminster^ and was, indeed, 
the man who caused him to obtain the ap- 
pearance of a majority; Mr. Whitbread 
supported that same Sheridan afterwards 
against Lord Cochrane; and though Mr. 
Whitbread is so ready to subscribe now, 
he. refused to subscribe to the election of Sir 
Francis Burdett^ notwithstanding the elec- 
tion was in a city of which he was an inha- 
bitant and an Elector. These, Geiulemen, 
are facts, of which you should be ap- 
prized; otlierwise nanus might deceive 
you. 

1 beg to observe also, that, at this meet- 
ing, there was. nothing said about ^parlia- 
metniar^ r^orm^ withput which you must 
Jbe satisfied no good of any consequence can 
be done. Therewas, indeed, a Mr. Mills, 
who said he came from Bristol, who ob- 
served that ^> the great majority of the in- 
'" habitants of Bristol felt perfectly con- 
'' vinced of the necessity of SOMETHING 
'' LIKE Reform." And is this all? Does 
your conviction^ no farther than this? 
1 i:emember, that, when a little boy, I was 
crying to my mother for a bit of bread and 
cheese, and that a journeyman carpenter, 
who was at work hard by, compassionately 



offered to chalk me out a big piece upon a 
board. I forget the way in which I vented 
my rage against him; but, the offer has 
never quitted my memory. Yet, really, 
this seems to come up to the notion of Mr. 
Mills : the carpenter offered me SOME- 
THING LIKE a big piece of bread and 
cheese. Oh ! no, Gentlemen, it is not this 
something like that you want:, you want 
the thing itself; and, if Sir Samuel Ro- 
milly meant that you should have it, do you 
believe, that neither he, nor any one for 
him, would have made any specific promise 
upon the subject? Even after Mr. Mills 
had said that you wanted something like 
Reform, there was nobody who ventured 
to say, that Sir Samuel Romilly would en- 
deavour to procure even that for you. His 
friends were told, that, if he would dis- 
tinctly pledge himself to reform, whether 
in place or out of ptace^ Mr. Hunt, who 
only wished to see that measure accom- 
plished, would himself assist in his elec- 
tion; but, this Sir Samuel Romilly has not"* 
done, and, therefore, he is not the man 
whom you ought to choose, though he is 
beyond all comparison belter than hundreds 
of other public men, and though he is, in 
many respects, a roost excellent member of 
parliament. Gentlemen, these friends of 
Sir Samuel Romilly call upon you to choose 
him, because he is, they tell you, a de- 
cided enemy of the measures c^ the pre- 
sent ministers. Now, tliey must very well 
know, that alt those tneasures have had the 
decided support of the parliament Well, 
then, do these his friends allow, that the 
parliament are the real representatives of 
the people, and that they speak the people's 
voice? If Sir Samuel's friends do allow 
this, then they do, in fact, say, that he is 
an enemy to all those measures which the 
people's voice approves of; and, if they do 
not allow this ; if they say that the parlia- 
ment do not speak the people's voice and 
are not their real representatives, how can 
they hope that any man will do you any 
good who is not decidedly for a reform of 
that parliamint .♦ Let the meeting at the 
Crown and Anchor answer these questions, 
or, in the name of decency, I conjure them 
to hold their tongues, and 10 put their sub- 
scriptions back again into their pockets. 

To say the truth (and this is not a time 
to disguise it from youj this subscription is 
a subscription agaitist, and not for^ the 
freedom of election. If Sir Samuel Ho- 
miily's friends were willing to put their 
trust in the free good will of the people of 
Bristol, why raise money in such large 
A2 ' 
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quantities, and especially why resort to 
party men and to loan makers for this pur- 
pose ? They will say, perhaps, that the 
money is intended for the purpose of car- 
rying down the London voters and for that 
of fetching voters from elsewhere; but, 
why are they afraid to put their trust in the 
resident voters of Bristol ? The object of 
this subscription is very far indeed from 
resembling the object of that which was 
set on foot in Westminster, which was not 
to gain votes by dint of money, but merely 
to pay the expenses of printing, of clerks, 
and other little matters inseparable from 
an election at Westmhister, and the whole 
of which did not amount to more than 
about €t^( hundred pounds; whereas as 
many thousands are stated to be already 
subscribed for procuring the election of Sir 
Samuel Romilly. In short, this attempt of 
the friends of Sir Samuel Romilly is like 
many others that have been made before. 
''It is purse against purse, Mr. Prothero 
has shaken his purse at Sir Samuel; and, 
as the latter does not choose to engage with 
his own purse, his friends, with a loan 
maker at their head^ came forward to make 
up a purse for him ; and the free and un- 
bought voice of the electors of Bristol is 
evidently intended by neither party to 
have any weight at all in the decisiou. 

Let us now return and take a view of the 
political picture which Bristol ^at this mo- 
ment presents. And, here, the first obser- 
vation that strikes one, is^ that neither the 
friends of Sir Samuel Romilly nor the 
friends of Mr. Prothero say one word in 
opposition to Mr. Rart Davis, though he 
avowedly stands upon the principles of Mr. 
Bragge and the present ministers ; though 
he quitted his canvass about ten weeks ago, 
to come express to London to vote in fa- 
vour of the Orders in Council; and though 
he now says, that he will tread in the steps 
of Mr. Bragge. Though they have all this 
before their eyes, not one single syllable 
does any one of them utter against the pre- 
tensions or the movements tf Mr. Davis ; 
and, though the meeting at the Crown and 
Anchor took place several days after the 
Bristol and Colchester writs were moved 
for, and though the parties at the meeting 
must necessarily have been well acquainted 
with all that I have above stated to you 
upon the subject of those writs, not one 
word did they utter against the pretensions 
of Mr. Davis, nor did they (according to 
the printed report of their proceedings] 
even meiitioa his. name, or take the smallest 
notice of the circumstance, that an election, 



a little, snug, i^ten-borough-like election^ 
was, at that moment, . getting up in tfasit 
very city, for the interest and honour of 
which they were affecting so much oosk* 
cern! And, can you, then, believe theot 
sincere? Can you believe, that they havo 
any other view than merely that of secuiiog 
a seat for the party in Bristol ? Can yoi& 
doubt, that the contest, on their part, is 
not for the principle but for the seat f 

Having pointed out this circumstance to» 
your attention, it is hardly necessary for me 
to advert to the conduct of Mr. Hunt^ 
which, in this case in particular, forqas a 
contrast with that of the other parties loo 
striking not to have produced a lasting ioa- 
pression upon your minds. He does not 
content himself with ialiing about defend'* 
ing your liberties. H« ads as well as 
talks. He hears that the enemy is in your 
, camp, and he flies to rescue you from his 
grasp. He does not waste his time in a ta- 
vern in London, drawing up flourishing re« 
solutions about '^ public spirit." He 
hastens amongst you ; he looks your and his 
adversary in the face; he shows you that 
you may depend upon him in the hour of 
trial. These, Genilemea, are marks of 
such a character in a representative as the 
times demand. Sir Samuel Romilly is a 
very worthy gentleman ; an honest man ; 
a humane man ; a man that could not, in 
my opinion, be, by any means, tempted 
to do a cruel or dishonest act ; and he is, 
too, a man of great talents. But, I have 
no scruple to say, that I should prefer, and 
greatly prefer, Mr. Hunt to Sir Samuel 
Romilly, as a member of parliament ; for^ 
while I do not know, and do not believe, 
that the latter excels the former in honesty 
or humanity, I am convinced that his ta« 
lents, though superior^ perhaps, in their 
kindj are not equal, in value to the public^ 
to the talents possessed by Mr. Hunt, who 
is, at this moment, giving you a specimen 
of the effect oT those talents. 

Gentlemen, the predominance of Law* 
yers, in this country, has produced amongst 
us a very erroneous way of thinking with 
respect to the talents of public fiie»; and, 
contrary to the notions of the world in 
general, we are apt to think a man great in 
mind in proportion to the glibnessof bh 
tongue. With us, to be a great talker is 
to be a great man; but,, pe^iaps, a falser 
rule of judging never was adopted. It^ is 
so far from being true as a general maxim» 
that it is generally the contrary of the 
truth ; and, if- y^u lo<^ back through the 
list of our own j>ublic men, you will fiod^ 
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that, in general, they have been shallow 
aod miftdkiev^ua in proportion to their gift 
of talking. We have heen brought to our 
present miserable scate by a lavryer-like 
policy, defended in lawyer-like debates. 
Plain good sense has been brow-beaten out 
•1 countenance; has been talked down, by 
the politictans from the bar; haranguing 
and special pleading and quibbling have 
usurped the place of frank and explicit 
statement and . unsophistical reasoning. In 
lift Hunt you have lao lawyer, but you 
have a man who is not to be brow- beaten 
into silence. You have a man not to be 
intimidated by the frowns or the threats of 
wealth or of rank ; a man not to be induced 
f« abandon his duty towards you from any 
coosideratioBS of danger to himself; and, I 
veotore to (bretel (begging that my words 
may be remembered) that» if you elect 
him, the whole coantry will soon acknow- 
iedge the benefit conferred on it by the city 
offiristol. 

Gentlemen, this letter will, in all likeli- 
hood, find you engaged in the bustle of an 
electiom With all the advantages on the 
side of yonr adversary, you may not, per- 
hapg, upon the present occasion, be able to 
defeat hhn* But, you will have a chance ; 
you will have an opportunity of trying; 
you will lu¥« an declion; and this you 
would not have had if it had not been for 
Mr. Hunt, for the whole affair would have 
been over before you had scarcely heard of 
it. At the very least' you will Yizst some 
days of liberty to speak your minds ; to tell 
Mr.Dav4s what you think of him and of 
his predecessor; to declare aloud your 
grievances and your indfgiiatiou ; and even 
For Ms liberty you will be indebted to Mr. 
Hunt, and solely to Mr. Hunt. You are 
told of the zeal of Mr. Prothero and Sir 
Samad Ronfilly in your service; you are 
told of their desire to promote your interest 
and your honour; but, where are they 
junvf Where are they when the enemy is 
in your city, when you were to have been 
hand«d over from Bragge Baihurst to Hart 
Bavis as quietly- as if you had been a cargo 
at uUow or of com ? It is now, it is in 
this moment of real need, that Mr. Hunt 
cooaes to your aid i and, iP he fail in de- 
feating, he will, at the least, harass your 
enemy, make^his victory over you cost him 
d«ar, and by exposing the sources and 
iDean&-of :his success, lay the foundation of 
his fctnfe defeat and disgrace. 

' Tarn, your friend, 

WM. COBBETT. 
SlaUBrison^ Jfewgate^ 
MwMiaf^ 29/A June, 1812« 
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THE LUDDITES. 

No. I. 

Message of the Piince Regenl to the Iwo 
Houses of Jbr(iament,<^Sealed Ihpers 
and Secret Committee, — /future of the 
Ballot for a Committee, — Publications in, 
the Times and Courier news- papers for 
the purpose of feeling the public pulse. 

^ Eni^lishnien, now is your time to watch 
^ the WHIGS I" 

This is the title which I intend to give 
to the several articles, which I shall ueces* 
sarily have to write upon the subject of the 
measures now about to be adopted by the 
government, with regard to the counties of 
England, which have, for some time past^ 
been in a state of disturbance. — It is weU 
known, that the frame-breakers in Not^ 
tingham took the nao>e of Luddites ; that 
this name has since 9pread into the neigh- 
bouring counties ; and that Several counties 
have, for many months, been in a slate ol 

great trouble. On Saturday, the 27th 

of June, the following Message was deli- 
vered to the two Houses of Parliament, ta 
the Lords by Viscount SiiMiiouTH and to 
the Commons by Lord Castlbreagh,— 
*' GEORGE P.R.—His Royal Highness 
^* the Prince Regent, in the name and oa 
'^ behalf of his Majesty, has given orders 
'< that there be laid before the House of 
" Commons, Copies of Information re- 
" ceived by his Majesty's Government, re- 
*' lative to certain violent aud dangerous 
" proceedings, in deGance of -the laws, 
" which have taken place, and which con- 
^' tinue to take place, in certain counties of 
'^ the kingdom. — His Royal Highness con- 
" hdently relies on the wisdom of the 
*' House of Commons that they will adopt 
'' such measures as are necessary to secure 
'^ the lives and pro[>erty of the peaceable 
^^ and loyal inhabitants of the disturbed 
^' districts, and to restore order and tran- 
" quillity.". The first remark that pre- 
sents itself here-'is, that, so long as three 
weeks ago. Lord Casilereagh assured the 
House of Commons, that the accounts 
which were received by government from 
the disturbed counties were very satisfac- 
tory, more' and more so every day.— - 
£ij[her, therefore, he was misinformed, or 

the people have relapsed. On Monday 

the 'i9lh of June, both Houses vmed, with- 
out a division, an Address to* the Regent, 
promising to take the subject inio their con- 
sideration, and to adopt snch* meaim*et as 
mijjht be necessary to ensure tiic end point- 
ed out in the latter part' of the Message. 
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Upon this VITAL subject we must be 
very particular as to the names of all the 

actors. Lord Liverpool supported the 

motion in the Lords, which was made by 
Lord Sidmouth; and Lord Stanhope moved 
an amendment, the object of which was to 
shut out any project for suspending the Ha- 
beas Corpus Act, Lord Holland went with 
Lord Stanhope ; but the motion was adopt- 
ed. N. B. Not a word against the mo- 
tion by Lord Grenville or Lord Grey 



In the Commons the motion was m;ide by 
Lord Gastlereagh. Mr. Whitbread and 
Sir Francis Burdett expressed their hope 
that nothing was about to be attempted 
against the great constitutional laws of 

England. The next thing that was done 

was the making of a motion in both Houses 
for the appointment of a SECRET Com- 
mittee to examine and re|>ort upon certain 
papers that were laid upon the table, 
SEALED UP ! The motion was, in the 
House of Commons (to which we will now 
confine ourselves), that the Committee 
should be appointed by balioi ; that is to 

say, in fact, appoinled by Ike ministry. 

What passed upon this subject was very in- 
teresting indeed. I will, therefore, insert 
itf and I beg the reader, especially if he be 
a young man, to make a poim of bearing 

it in mind. " Lord Gastlereagh then 

*' moved, that the Papers he had this day 
*' presented, should be referred to a Com- 
*^ mittee, that it be a Committee of Se- 
•< crecy, and that the number of Members 
•* be 21 , which Were severally ordered. 
" His Lordship likewise moved, that the 
*' members be chosen by ballot, — Mr. 
'^ Whitbread protested against this mode 
** of proceeding, since, it -would' give the 
** /foble Lord the appointment of every 
*' Member of the Conunittee, He wished 
*^ that the Members of it should be public- 
'^ ly named and chosen, that the House, 
** and not the Noble Lord, might have the 
*' formatiou of the Committee. ^ Hear. 'J 
** — Lord Castleueach persisted in his 
** motion J since lie was certain (hat on no 
^^ side of the House on such a question 
*' would party feelings be exercised ; he 
*^ was convinced that it would be treated 
'^ by Parliament in a manner, which while 
*^ it did it honour, would give satisfaction 
'^ to the people. — Sir F. Burdett, looking 
•' at the precedents to which Mr. Whit- 
*' bread had referred, could not help feel- 
^^ ing great jealousy as to the conduct of 
^< Government ; he hoped that the bounds 
*^ of the Coustituiion would not a-new be 
*< transgrtssed by tb^m. The mode in 



'^ which the Committee was formed, if the 
*' satisfaction of the people were looked to, 
" was of the utmost importance. (Hear, 
^^ hear! J — It ought to be of such i de- 
'^ scription, that the country would place 
'* reliance upon its wisdom and impartiali- 
*' ty, and ^not to be merely composed of 
'^ the creatures of ministerial nominatiou* 
," — The question, that the Committee be 
'* chosen by ballot was then put and car* 
" ricd, though there were a long number 
" of dissentient voices. — On the question 
'* that Members prepare lists, ^nd appear 
'' to-morrow to put them into the classes 
" appointed for their reception, Mr. Whit- 
'^ bread declared that he should not attend 
^' for that purpose, as experience had shewn 
^^ that it would be useless, since any list he 
" might prepare would be smothered in 
*< the vast heap of names supplied by the 
" Noble Lord and his political friends. — 
** It was ordered that the Papers commu- 
*' nicated by the Prince Regent should re- 
^' maui sealed until the appointment of the 

"Committee." From this the reader 

will form his opinion of the uatnre of a 
ballot. But, indeed, a ballot is no more 
than this. Every member present at a 
given time, puts a ballot into a box, or 
something, with a list of any 21 members' 
names that he may choose (o write on a 
ballot. When the Speaker takes out the 
ballots, he counts the number of times that 
he finds the several names written. These 
21 members whose names are written the 
greatest number of times arc the Commit- 
tee. From this it follows, of course, that 
the majority of the House select the Com- 
mittee. The name of ballot does, doubt^ 
less, lead some pei^sons to suppose, that the 
names of all the members arc put into a 
box, and that, as in the case of a common 
jury^ the first twenty-one . names drawn 
out are the names of the Committee *, but, 
after what has been said above, no one 
will he deceived iipon this subject again. 
• The ministry did not, during the de- 
bate, develope their intended schemes. 
But, on the contrary, appeared extremely 
anxious to avoid making any explicit state- 
ment upon the subject. Mr. Whitbread, 
however, took occasion to anticipate any at- 
tempt upon the constitutional laws^ as did 
also Sir Francis Burdett, and the former 
warned the ministers (by bidding them look 
at the example of other countries) of the 
consequences of resorting to measures un- 
warranted by the usual laws of the country. 
Mr. Wilberjorce said something, aqd, as it 
was curious, we will have it upon record. 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



15J 



JULY 4, \9l2.—rhe Luddites. 



[14 



'* He entirely participated in the hope, that 
^' nothing would l>e found in the documents 
'* laid upon the table to call for any extra- 
** ordinary measures. He would not allow 
*^ himself even to express an opinion, lest 
'^ it might give rise to feelings that ought 
^^ to be banished from all minds, that might 
'^ produce dissent instead of union, for the 
*' accomplishment of an object of the great- 
** est magnitude, not being al all acquainUd 
•' wUh the nature of the papers supplied^ 
*' and not having been present on Saturday 
*< when the Message was brought down, he 
*^ was, perhaps, of all men, the least com- 
** petent to offer any thing to the House, 
^^ out he could not avoid rising to express 
•*a wish, that the almost calmness and 
*^ moderation might be observed in the deli- 
*' beration. Nearly connected as he was 
** with a district of the country most dis- 
** turbed^ he felt it necessary to conjure the 
'* House, that the case of these unfortunate 
*^ and misguided people might be fully and 
" candidly weighed, that the result might 
** be the restoration of order, unanimity, 

*• prosperity, and happiness.** This is 

a very curious speech. To speak^ and say 
less than is here said, I should think ex- 
tremely difficult. We will, reader, if you 
please, shew our respect towards this ho- 
nourable member by keeping a steady eye 
upon him all through this affair. I re- 
member his conduct at the times when for- 
mer measures of the kind now in contem- 
plation were proposed. I remember him 
at the time of the Bank stoppage^ and upon 

various other trying occasions While 

these things were going on in parliament, 
the venal press was not idle ; especially the 
news-papers called the Times and the Cou- 
rier. These prints began, at once, to pave 



the way for what was intended to follow ; 
they began to feel the pulse of the people. 
The Message was carried down, as we have 
seen, on Saturday, and, on Monday morn- 
ing the former of these prints began to an- 
nounce, that it wished to see the rioters 
^^ but out of the protection of the law;** 
al^giug; as a reason, that they were be- 
come assassins and incendiaries. But, even 
assassins and incendiaries have hitherto had 
the law applied to their case. I do not 
know why the word assassin is now so 
much in use. It seems that there are peo 
pie who think it more horrible in its sound 
than the word murderer. Be this as it 
may, however, we have laws for the pu- 
nishment of persons guilty of murder and 
arson* If this is all, we want no new 
laws* •* When," says the vile Times^ 



'^ they became assassins and incendiarieSf 
" they put themselves out of the protection 
" of the LAW, and JUSTICE must be 
*' done upon them.*' This is an excellent 
phrase? The law is to be laid aside, and 
justice is to be done ! Very good, indeed I 
But, this is the sort of trash that delight the 
readers of this corrupt vehicle. lu his, 
paper of the 30th of June, this writer calls 
the people in the disturbed counties "aban- 
" doued revolutionary miscreants,** In 
short, he says every thing which malice 
and cruelty can suggest to hira in order to 
prepare beforehand for a jasttHcaiion o£ 
any measures of severity that may be 
adopted. The Courier, the faithful fellow- 
labourer of the former print, sets about 
its work in a more elaborate manner. It 
begins^ on Monday, the ^9th of June» 
with accounts of acts of violence commit- 
ted in Yorkshire, Staffordshire, and Not* 
tinghamshire. And, having inserted those, 
accounts, the hireling next sets about his 
work, the recommending of a suspension. ' 
of the Habeas Corpus Act, and the putting 
the country under martial /oii'. These 
things he talks of as coolly as Lord Liver- 
pool, some years back, talked of a march. 

to Paris, Reader, does not this last 

sentence bring you back to the outset of the 
French Revolution, when this nation went 
to war to keep down republicans and le- 
vellers? Really the contest has brought 
us to something at last ! Huw far farthec 
it will take us I do not know. To re- 
turn now to the accounts from the troubled 
counties, I think it necessary to insert them 
here ; because, it will, hereafter, be very 
useful to be able to recur to these dawnings 
of a state of things, the like of which this 
country has not seen for a great while, and 
which will, if I mistake not, make a very 

considerable Ggure in history. The 

Courier begins with Nottingham, a place 
at the very naine of which every hireling's 
knees knock together. To be sure, he has 
nothing here to speak of but a squabble at 
the play-house ; but, of that he makes the 
most. I beg the reader to pay attention to 
the Story.* " Nottingham, ^6 jJ/if.— The 
" Theatre at this place has been abruptly 
" closed by command of the Town Magis- 
*^ tratcs in consequence of the tumultiraus 
*' proceedings that have taken place on 
*' several successive evenings, occasioned 
** by a request made to the Orchestra tp 
*' play the NATIONAL air of Cod save 
«' the King. On the tunc being called for 
'* it has generally been accompanied with 
♦* a cry of" hats off," which has produced 
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•* the most violent opposition on the part 
** of tliose who are any Ihifig but loyal. 
** Instead of complying wilh the request^ 
*• the Oppositionists answer it wilh a cry 
** of *' Millions be free /" and rising with 
*' their hats on, place themselves in the 
" most meirjcing attitude of defiance. This 
»* act of INDECENCY has frequently led 
** to blows, and individuals in the boxes 
'* have been obliged to seek their personal 
*^ safety by leaping into the pit, while 
** those in the pit have placed themselves 
** in array against the boxes, and a general 
'^contest or tumult has been the result. 
•* In several instances lickels have been dis- 
^ Iribuledy gratis y lo the amount of several 
*' pounds^ wilh a view lo beat down the 
^ loyal parly LymamforcCy in consequence 
•* of which several OFFICERS have been 
" insulted^ and mal-treated, particularly 
" on Wednesday evening last, when a 
** number of those desperadoes surrounded 
^ Brigade-Major Humphrys, on coming 
" out of the Theatre, hooted him along 
•* the streets to his quarters, and threw a 
^ bottle in his face which cut liim severely. 
•* Brigade-Major Humphrys is a most gen- 
^^ tlemanlycharadery who had never taken 
**any part whatever in the disturbances, 
•Mjut thai he was a mililary oficer %vas 
•* quite sufficient. On another occasion, a 
•* parly way-laid an officer of the 2d So- 
^ inerset Miliiia who had h^tn forward in 
•* displaying his zeal and loyalty to his 
•' King al the theatre^ m the Park, late 
** in the evening, and beat him m a most 
•* inhuman ^nanner. Several have been 
^* compelled lo enter into recognizances for 
" their good behaviour, and two or three 
•* are bound over to appear at the Quarter 
** Sessions, for the assault comraitied on 
*' the officer in the Park. This evening 
•* was fixed for the benefitof Mr. Roben- 
■* son, one of our highly respected Ma- 
^^•nagers, who calculated uj)on a net re- 
•*ceipt of at least <£lOO. ; but by the ab- 
•^ rupt closing of the Theatre, his benefit 
** is itecessarily postponed until after the 
** races^ which it is supposed will be a 

** great loss to liim.'^ Now, reader, if 

you exam inef this matter^ you will find, 
that, even upon their own showing, the 
God-save- the-King party have been the 

aggressors* ^What right, I should like 

lo knoW) has one part of an audience at. a 
public theatre to compel the other part, 
. bowever small that other part may be, to 
Mland upy oc to pull off their hatsj upon 
the playing of a tune or the singing of a 
,. . ^ rw p» . ^ ^ And, Jf 



tonj* callcdJ"o^^ 




this right exists in no case, it surely cannot 
exist when, as appears to liavc been the 
case here, the party, takme upon them to 
give the command is the least numerous. 
Well might the theatre be shut up, if the 
manager would suffisr the few amongst his 

audience to hector over the nmny. This 

writer calls the tune of God save the King 
" the NATIONAL air." But, he has 
not cited to us any law by which we are 
compelled to rise and pull off our hats at 
the playing of it. He may like it, and so 
may the Officers at Nottingham, though 
the language is a rare specimen of stupid 
verbosity and tautology; though some of 
the sentiments, as far as they can be called 
sentiments, are at once malignant, abject, 
and impious ; and though the whole, when 
considered with reference to the unfortu- 
nate personage whose name is the chief 
burden of the song, amounts to a species 
of burlesque the most disgusting that can 
be conceived, still it may accord with the 
taste of the military officers quartered at 
Nottingham, and they may, if they choose, 
consider the air as national and have it 
played accordingly at their mess-rooms. 
But, if we leave them to their taste, we 
shall not agree to subject the people of 
Noitingham thereto; we shall not agree 
that they have a right to crana their 
sentiments down the throats of the peo- 
ple of Ihat town, or any other town or 

county. Observe, reader, th^t it is 

not the people who begin the quarrel. 
The others call for the tune ; it is played; 
no interruption is given by the people. 
But, this is npt enough. The people must 
not only sit and hear that which they dis- 
approve of; but, they must, at the word 
of command^ pull off their hats, as a mark 
o{ approbation of that which they are known 
to disapprove of, and that, . too, at the 
order of a comparatively small part of the 
audience. Can subservience ; can slavery, 
go lower than this? And, if the people 
of Nottingham were compelled to submit 
to this, what impudence would it be in 
them to affect to revile any other people as 

slaves 1 To this last stage of servility 

the people of Nottingham were not, it 
seems, disposed to submit; but, in an- 
swer to the word of command^ they rose 
and exclaimed, "MILLIONS BE FREE; 
" placing themselves, at the same time, 
** in a most menacing attitude of DEFI- 
«' ANCE." Of defmce, mind. Not of 
aggression. And, what cpuld be more 
proper ? Yet thb hireling calls it an " act 
" oi indecency I** Slave, dost thoii, then. 
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think an ^ct of indecency in English- 
men to answer an arbitrary and insolent 
coQimand by ah exclamation expressive of 
their fovc of fireedomy Dost thou, then, 
shv« as thou art, think this ari act o^ in- 
decmcy;^nd hast thou the impudence to 
^\t utterance and publicity to thy thought ? 

' If the people of Nottingham were to 

submit to this command to puil thtir hats 
pffin the phy-house, why not in the street ? 
And, if to pull off their hats, why not to 
go down upon their knees, or to turn out 
their pockets f Loss of property and Joss 

o( i^erty are never far asunder. As to 

Ae assaults, committed on the bodies of 
the two military bflicers, if they were un- 
provokedytbt parties ought to be punished; 
Hht, it will be observed, that we here have 
but one side of the story ^ and that every 
story has two sides. The story comes, too, 
from a man (if one ought to call him such), 
who Iboks upon it as an act oUndecency for 
Englishmen, when arbitrarily and insolent- 
ly commanded to pull offtheir hats, refuse 
to comply, and exclaim that they are fret. 
This being the sort of persons from whom 
the story comes, we ought to distrust, and, 
indeed, to disbelieve every word of it that 
makes against the people of Nottingham. 

One of these officers had, we are told, 

'* been forward in displaying his zeal and 
** loyalty to his King at the theatre." That 
is to say, he had been (according to this 
writer's previous ^iccount) forward in com- 
manding the nun of /rottingham to pull off 
their hats. The gentleman, whoever he 
is (and he Is not nanud), might have found 
a better way than this of displaying his 
zeal and loyahy. There is very little loy- 
alty in the bawling out of a stupid song; 
but, that would have been a good in en-^ 
deavouring to conciliate the people, amongst 

whom he was quartered. In short, it is 

cleiir, that these rows at the theatre at 
Nottingham have been provoked by the un- 
bearable insolence of a few of those persons, 
who assume to themselves the exclusive 
merit of loyalty. Nothing can be clearer 
than this, even from the statement of this 
hireling himself; and, therefore, it appears 
to me, that the conduct of the manager of 
the theatre has been unjustifiable. It was 
■for him to express his disapprobation of the 
.conduct of those, who were taking upon 
ihem to give commands to the audience, 
and turn a place of recreation, where every 
n>an Ijad equal rights, into a scene of poli- 
. tical triomph of the few over the thouffhtgi 
and wishes of the many; an^, in not hav-; 
^% expressed this disapproBation, he ap-| 
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pears to me to have tacitly taken part with 
insolent commanders. I km not, therefore, 
at all sorry for his loss ; and, I hope, that, 
unless he makes atonement by restoring 
freedom to his theatre, he will be left to 
exhibit his scenes to his exclusively " loyal" 
customers and to them only. — — So much 
for the accounts from Nottingham. Let us 
now hear those from other places. I shall 
insert them one after another without any 
interruption. 

" HuDDERSFiELD (Yorkshire), J«ntf 25. 
" — Last Monday, about midnight, a great 
*' number of armed men, with their faces 
" disfigured by broad black marks down 
'* each clieek and over the forehead, as- 
" sembled near the dwelling-house of Mr. 
*' Fisher, a shopkeeper of firiestwistle, \tk 
" this neighbourhood, and after firing two 
'* guns or pistols, demanded admittance 
" into Mr. Fisher's house, which he re- 
" ftised. They then broke open the door, 
'* and two of them rushing into the house, 
" seized Mr. Fisher, who had just got out 
^* of bed ; they each presented a pistol to 
*' his breast, and threatened him with in- 
" stant death if he stirred a foot. Not in- 
^* timidated by this threat, Mr. Fisher rush- 
" ed from them towards the door, when he 
" was seized by other sk men, wh6 placing 
/* a sheet over his head, face, and arms, 
^' kept him in that situation while their 
'^ comrades ransacked the house, and took 
^^ from his pocket-book bills to the amount 
*^ of 116/. besides 20// in notes and some 
'' cash; they also took a quantity of notes 
'' and cash out of a drawer, but to what 
" amount Mr. Fisher does not exactly 
** know. When thfe depredation was com- 
" pleted, the leader cried out to the guard 
*' placed over Mr, Fisher, ' Let him go ; 
*' don't hurt him ; we have got what we 
** Wanted, and we will bring it back in 
*^ three months,' and immediately made 
"off." 

" Sheffield (Yorkshire), June 27. — > 
" We are sorry to learn, from the resolii- 
" tions of the meeting of Lieutenancy and 
" Magistrates, that the nightly depreda« 
^* tions, and other most violent breaches of 
" the peace, in a great part of the manu- 
" facturing districts of tbi^ ftiding, still 
** continue. The most efiective measures 
" are immediately to be taken to stop the 
** career of the lawless offenders." 

" Stafford (Staffordshire), June 27. — 
" In the beginning of the last week, a 
'* strong body of those deluded men, call- 
*' ing themselves Luddites^ surrounded the 
" house of a lady, the widow of an of- 
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<< ficer, residinjc in Edj^eley, near Stock- 
ed port, aod, with horrid threats, demand- 
<* ed eatraoce, to search for arms. The 
>' inhabitants, under an impression of 
<* dreadful consequences resuhioir from a 
<* refusal, opened the door, when a num- 
<< ber of armed men rushed into the house, 
** and after minutely searching all parts, 
<* took away with them eight swords, 
*' leaving the affrighted inmates in a state 
«* of extreme consternation. The party 
<' consisted of from eighty to one hundred, 
*^ variously armed, and they paid the strict- 
<< est obedience to the commands of one 
*' who acted as the leader, and who was of 
** a respectable appearance. We wish we 
*^ could, with that degree of jiistice we owe 
<' to the public's information, here close 
^\ this article ; but we are sorry to say, the 
<' lapse of each day discloses some new 
•* object of alarm — some new act calcu- 
« la ed to impress upon us the most alarm - 
<' ing sensations and apprehensions for the 
<( general peace and safety of the country. 
^< It has been told us, that assemblies 
<< nightly take place in secluded places, to 
*^ the number of some hundreds, that the 
^< oath continues to be administered, and 
^' that the names of those who are parties 
*< ^0 the abominable and seditious compact, 
*' are caHed over at the several places of 
^^ rendezvous with all the regularity and 
*' appearance of system and discipline." 

The acts here spoken of, if really com- 
mitted, are such as call for the exertion of 
the lawful authorities to put a stop to them. 
They are unlawful^ and that is enough; 
hulj then, have we not laws? Have we 
not Justices and other magistrates: have 
vre not Constables and other peace officers ; 
have we not Sheriffs, who have power to 
call out all the people in their several coun- 
ties lo their assistance? To lament the 

existence of such disturbances is unavoid- 
able ; but, I cannot help thinking, that, if 
I were a Lord Lieutenant, or even a She- 
riff, I would render, as far as my county 
went, an application for military force un- 
necessary. 1 cannot help observing 

here, that a great deal of mischief has, in 
all probability, been done by those who 
have the impudence to assume to them- 
selves exclusively the appellation of '^ loyal 
** men." These men, who, for the most 
part, live, in one way or another, upon the 
taxea, have, in the indulgence of their 
senseless rage against the Emperor Napo* 
. leon, been, in fact, openly inculcating the 
righli and even the duiy^ of a people lo 
rise in arms affiinst iheir government* 1 



have in my eye two remarkable instances of 
this : one in the Courier, who applauded 
the conduct (or reported conduct) of the 
people in Holland in flying to arms, and 
even in pulling the Dutch Judges from the 
Bench and dragging them along the streets. 
The other instance was in the Times news- 
paper, which said, not long ago, that it 
hoped to have lo ruord accounts of insur- 
rections in France, 1, as the public will 
do me the justice to remember, remon- 
strated with these good hirelings at the 
time. I told that there was danger in the 
promulgating of sentiments of this sort; 
because, though they themselves were, 
doubtless, able to discriminate between an 
insurrection in England and an insurrec- 
tion in France, some of their readers might 
not. I, therefore, advised them to lei 
France alone in this respect y stating my 
opinioni that they would have to repent 

having meddled with her. As to the 

reme(fy for the disturbances, the way to 
ascertain that, is, first to ascertain the 
cause; but, of that I must speak in my re- 
marks upon the article of the Courier of 
the 99th instant, which, as I above observ- 
ed, was published for the purpose of /e^/- 
ing the public pulsCy and which, before I 
proceed to my remarks, I shall, agreeably 
to my usual practice, insert. I shall insert 
the whole of it, because it will hereafter 
be to be referred to. We are now, I am 
convinced, at the dawn of a set of memo- 
rable measures and events. It is, there- 
fore, of great consequence to note down, 
and to fix clearly in our minds, all the pre- 
liminary steps. History often becomes 
wholly useless for want of a knowledge of 
the little springs which first set the ma- 
chine in motion. With this preface I 

hope the reader will enter, upon the article, 
which is not long, with a disposition to at- 
tend to its contents. " The Message of 

*' the Prince Regent to both Houses on Sa- 
** turday related to the violent proceedings 
^' which have taken place in several couq- 
'^ ties of England. Copies of the information 
*' which has been received by Government, 
" relative to them will be laid before 
^' Parliament to-day. The intention of 
'' Government is to move an address this 
'' afternoon to the Regent, thanking him 
^' for his communication, and to refer the 
*' information to a Secret Committee of In- 
" quiry. Of course we do not presume to 
" state wlfat their report will be; but it is 
'^ rumoured that a suspension of the Habeas 
" Corpus Act will be proposed. We have, 
" from the country papers received thifi 
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^^ moraiQ|r, extracted accounts of the situ- 
•* atioa of several districts, where, we rc- 
*' gret to state, the practice of stealing 
*' arms, administering treasonable oaths, 
'^ and assembling in large numbers night- 
'' ly, is carried on with increasing violence. 
*' More vigorous measures have therefore 
*' become necessary. That the Govcm- 
^' roent have hitherto endeavoured to put 
'^ down these outrages without demanding 
^' more extensive powers ; that they hoped 
^^ the laws as they stood would be suffi- 
^'cient; that they trusted the (rials and 
^* punishment of some prominenl offenders 
^' would operate as a salutary example and 
*' waqiing, is now adduced against them 
-*" as a crime; and falsely imputing these 
*' outrages to the Orders in Council ^ the 
*' Opposition ask whether ' it is not alarm - 
*' iug that measures of such extent should 
'' be brought into discussion at this season 
*^ of the year •/ when it is added, * almost 
*^ all the independent Representatives of 
^^ the people are on iheir return to the 
•'country?' What I are measures neces- 
*' sary to the public peace and safety not to 
** be discussed because independent Repre- 
•' sentatives do not choose to attend their 
** duly in Parliament ? If they prefer their 
** own business or pleasure to the public 
" business, are Ministers to blame? *the 
'* evil which it is wished to remedy has 
** grown to an alarming height only within 
' a short tinUy how then was it possible to 
*' bring it into discussion earlier? And 
*' with respect to the Orders in Council, is 
*' there the least shadow of proof that the 
^^ outrages were occasioned b^ them? — 
*' Nay, is there not abundant evidence to 
** shew that they had nothing to do with 
*' them ? Did the Orders in Council pro- 
duce the destruction of the slocking frames 
** in Nottinghamshire? Did they lead to 
*' the burning of the mills in Yorkshire? 
/' Did they cause the horrible assassinations 
** in Lancashire? Have they produced the 
^' Luddite Associations and the oaths of 
** treason which have been the consequence 
*' of them? Are arms seized and large 
^'numbers of persons drilled and disci- 
** plii)^ nightly because of the Orders in 
^' Council? It is absurd, if not worse, to 
" endeavour so to mislead the public mind. 
" But the Orders in Council haye been re- 
*' pealed ! it is known in every part of 
** the disturbed counties that they have been 
^' repealed, and yet these outrages, so far 
** from having abated in violence, are on 
4* the increase. TREASON is the object 
*^ of these ussocioiions^ and their weapons 



** have hitherto been burnings and assassi- 

** nation. Are these crimes to be palli- 
*' ated or excused, and are we to charac- 
'^ terize the perpetrators of them merely as 
" poor deluded mistaken men ? They arc 
" neither deluded nor mistaken; their ha^ 
" tred is against the whole form of our 
" Government, and their object is to tUrirof 
''it. The SUSPENSION OF THE HA- 
"BEAS CORPUS, and the PROCLA- 
*' MATION OF MARTIAL LAW may 
^' be and are measures to be deplored, but 
'' the question is, whether a lesser evil 
'^ shall be incurred to avoid a greater; 
*' whether disaffection shall be put down 
^' and punished, or suflered to pursue its 

" march witk impunity.** The object 

of this article clearly is to prepare a justi* 
heat ion of a suspension ot the Habeas Cor^ 
pus, or PERSONAL UBERTY ACT, 
and also of the subjecting of the people of 
England to MARTIAL LAW. —-Reader, 
English reader t Reader, of whatever coun- 
try you may be, do think a little of the 
nature of the measures here unequivo- 
cally pointed out for adoption. As to 
the first, it wbuld expose us, it would 
expose any of us, it would ex{M>se every 
man in England, TO BE PUT IN PRI- 
SON, IN I O ANY PRISON, AND KEPT 
THERE, DURING THE PLEASURE 
OF THE MINISTRY, WITHOUT ANY 
SPECIFIC CHARGE AGAINST US, 
AND WITHOUT EVER BEING 
BROUGHT TO TRIAL. This would be 
the effect of the suspension of the Habeas 
Corpus Act, which, by all our great law- 
yers, is described as the safeguard of our 
liberties and our lives. The other mea- 
sure, the proclaiming of martial law, would 
SUBJECT US ALL TO BE TRIED BY 
COURTS- MARTIAL, AND TO BE IM- 
PRISONED, FLOGGED, HANGED, 
OR SHO r, AS SUCH COURTS-MAR- 

TIAL MIGHT ADJUDGE. 1 do not 

say, mind, that Lord Castlereagh has these 
measures in his budget for us. No, no : I 
do not say that ; but, it is very clear, that 
the vile Editor of the Courier news-paper 
is prepared to justify the proposing and the 
adopting of these measures, which he calls 
** a lesser evil" than that of suffering 
^^disaffection to go unpunished;'' and 
this he says, too, while he is calling upon 

us to fight for our liberties. ^However, 

having seen his measures, let us now sec 
what are the grounds upon which he would 
justify them. He says, that " treason is 
«* the object of the rioters; that ^^f^?!? "J^*^" 
" ther deluded npr mistatw, ^ *^^ **^*Vf 
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*« hatred is against the whofe form of our 
*< government^ and thai iheir object is to 
*' destroi^ it," — This must be news indeed 
to the Emperor of France, who will, doubt- 
less, be anxious to hear to how many coun- 
ties of England this hatred extends itself. 
He will, 1 dare say, be amused with the 
jieflectioa that a twenty years' war to keep 
«loWa republicans and levellers has brought 
us to Chis ; and, really, we cannot be much 
offended even if he should laugh at us, when 
be recollects tiiat our news-papers have 
been expressing so anxious a desire to have 
to record the events of disturbances and 
insurrections in France. — But, where is the 
froof of the truth of this assertion of the 
Courier? Upon the strength of what evi- 
dence is it, that he sends forth these tid- 
ings so pleasing to the Emperor of France 
and to all the enemies of England? Where 
are his proofs of that treason and of that 
hatred of the whole form of the govern- 
ment, of which he talks? If he has the 
proofii, why does he not give them ? And, 
if he has them not, how dares he make 
6uch an assertion? How dares he thus 
blacken the character of the people of the 
toost populous and most valuable part of 
the kingdom?— He denies, that the Orders 
in Council have had any thing to do in the 
producing of the disturbances, though the 
evidence of a crowd of most respectable 
ivitnesses, given be&re both Houses of Par- 
Jiaraent, prove tliat the Orders in Council 
liave been one cause^ at least, of the dis- 
tresses which exist in the troubled counties ; 
and also prove, Ihat the distresses have been^ 
or^ at least J originally were^ the cause of the 
disturbances* Yet does this unfeeling man 
endeavour to make the world believe, that 
distress has had nothing at all to do with 
the matter. — It has been proved, in the 
clearest possible manner, that, in the trou- 
bled counties, the, people have sufiTered and 
are suffering, in a most cruel manner; that 
the food of many of them is of the worst 
sort and not half sufficient in quantity; that 
hundreds and thousands of poor mothers 
and their children are wholly destitute of 
breads and that eves' potatoes are too dear 
for them to get at; that the food of these 
unfortunate creatures is oatmeal and water ^ 
and that they hate not a sufficiency of that. 
It has been proved, that many have died^ 
actually expired for want of food. And, it 
has been proved, that this want has, in 
part, at least, arisen froii^ the existence of 
the Orders in Council. — Yet, with this 
proof all before him, does this uofeellng 
writer, this inexorable man, deny llrat any 
pan of the disturbances has arisen frotn 



distress, and that a treasonable intention, 
** a hatred to the whole form of the govern- 
" ment and a desh-e to destroy it," arc the 

sole causes. This pampered hireling 

does not know what hunger is. It b cha- 
rity to suppose that he is incapable of form- 
11^ an idea of the sufferings of a humaA 
being under the craving of an appetite 
whidi there are not the means to satbfy. 
Let him read a passage in the history of 
Trenck, who, having travelled for two or 
three days without eating, and being in a 
house where he saw some victuals without 
having money to ^purchase any,^ says, he 
rushed out of the door lest he should commii 
murder in order to obtain the food^ which 
he felt himself violently tempted to do • Let 
the hard-hearted hireling read this passage; 
kt him put himself, for a moment, in the 
place of a father who sees a starving family 
around him; and, then, I should hope, 
that he, even Ae, will feel and express 
some compassion for the suffering manufac- 
turers. — Far be it from me to attetnpt to 
justify people in the commission of unlaw- 
ful acts. I do not wifih to justify the wo- 
man who, according to the newspap^s, 
committed highway robbery in taking som^ 
potatoes out of a cart at Manchester, and 
who, according to the news- papers i was 
HANGED FOR IT. I do not pretend 
to justify her conduct. But, there is, I 
hope, no harm in my expressing my com- 
petssion for her; and, I further hope, that 
my readers would think me a most inhuman 
brute, if I were to endeavour to deprive 
her and her unhappy fellow-sufferers of the 
compassion of thepublic; by asserting that 
she was actuated by a treasonable motive, 
and that she hated the whole form of our 
government and wished to destroy it. No, 
reader, I will not lend my aid to this. I 
allow her to have been guilty of highway 
robbery in forcibly taking some potatoes out 
of a cart at Manchester; I allow this; and 
I allow that the law has imdt highway rob- 
bery a crime punishable with death, if the 
judges think proper; but, I cannot and I 
will not allow, that her forcibly taking of 
some potatoes out of a cart at Manchester^ 
was any proof of a treasonable design and of 
hatred against the wholfe form of our go- 
vernment. — Upon some future occasion I 
will give a picture of the mode of living of 
a poor man and his family in England, and 
will shew how far his wages will go with 
the quartern loaf at *iO pence. At present 
I shall add only one remark to what has 
been said above, and that is, that though 
this hitcd writer could see nothing but 
treason to arm the govemtnent agamsl, 
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LoBD SiDMOVTB coulcl. He could see, not 
90)7 aa inaurrection of the head to provide 
against, but also an iosurrecrion oF the 
Mi^; for, in the speech by which he in- 
troduced bis motion for thanks to the Re- 
gent for his Message, he is reported to have 
said ; — ^ They (the government) ought to 
«' be prepared for Ike wctrst. • If their 
'' hopes should prove to be unfounded; if it 
^' should please Providence to afflict the 
u country with another BAD HARVEST} 
•' how htvij. would be the responsibility of 
•^ the Gcvernmeni: hovr heavy that of their 
'< Lordships^ if they neglected to take such 
*^ precautioneary measures as the occasion 
•' required}'^ — Very true, my lord! Real- 
ly, very true ! And, doubtless^ as you are 
so sensible of the heavy responsibility that 
wiU fall upon you both as a minister and a 
lord, if precautionary measures are not taken 
to meet the affliction of another bad harvest; 
this being the case you, doubtless, have in 
view some means either of augmenting the 
W(\ges or income of the poor^ or, of tow- 
ering the price of their food* There apr 
pear to noe to be only these two sets of 
means ; and, as your lordship seems to be 
to fully sensible of the responsibility, there 
can be no doubt that one or the other will 
be employed* The former object might 
be acccmpliahed,. to a great extent, at 
least, by certain savings which I will here- 
after take tlie liberty to point out to your 
lordship ; and the letter, by adding to the 
quantity of com by importation. But, I 
have not now room to do any thing more 
than merely open this most interesting of 

all subjects. We must now, before we 

take our leave of this subject for the pre- 
sent, return to the House of Commons, 
where, on Tuesday, the 30th of June, we 
find the ballot producing the following 
members for the Secret Committee : 



G. Canning 

W. Wilberforce 

Lord Castlereagh 

H. Lascelies 

W. Lambe 

Samuel Whitbread 

The M. of the Rolls 

D. Davenport 

J. Blackbume 

W. W. Bootlc 

C. Yorke 

Upoa the names being read . over Mr. 
W^hitbread said '< this List contained the 
<< identical names thai he had seen hamied 
f^ cAmU this morning. The present was 
^* ^therefore neither, more nor less than the 
*^ Treofwy JUst^ as all Committees bal 



Lord G. L. Gower 

Lord Milton 

CLong 

H* Goulboum 

J. S. Wortley 

Lord Newark 

Paget 

G. Tiemey 
H. Leicester. 
T. Babbington* 



V' loted for jn this manner were uniformly 

" found to be." r-The reader will ask, 

perhaps, how it comes, then, that Mr^ 
fVhitbread's o^n name was put on it : but, 
reader, of what use is his name, if there 
be a majority on the side of the minister? 

Such, then, is this SECRET Com* 

mittee. And, what is this Conunittee to 
do? Why, it is. to examine the. $£AL« 
ED UP papers ; and, then it is to make a 
report to the House of the result of its in* 
qniries, and of the measures which it 
tl)inks proper to recommend inconsequence* 
Ajid then the House is to decide without 
peeing. th^ papers 1 Or, I suppose, at 
least, that this is the course, it having 
been so in other cases of Secret Commit* 

tees.-: Having now given this subject an 

opening, and having brought the history 
of the Luddite measures down to the ap* 
pointment of the Committee of Secrecy ; I 
shall, for the present, take my leave of it;^ 
with pnce more requesting my readers tp 
WATCH THE WHIGS, and mark what 
their conduct will be through the whole of 

this transaction. In neither House have 

they yet opened their lips upon the subject* 



SUMMARY OF POLITICS. 

Libel Case. —Messrs, Hunt. These 

Gentlemen, proprietors of the Exauinir, 
were, in the term before the last, prose- 
cuted by £x-Officio Information by the 
then Attorney General (Gibbsjy who is 
now become <( Puisne JfudgCy for the pub* 
iishinff of a passage, in which the writer 
gives njs opinion of the qualities and cha- 
raaer of the Prince Regent,- — ^The trial, 
by SPECIAL J1UJ9 as usual^ was to conw 
before the court ot King's Beiy^h, at West- 
minster Hall, on Friday, the 26th of Jnnc. 
But, th^ Special Gentlemen being called 
over, and only six answering to their 
names, the trial was put off^ and, of 
course, it cannot come on till after the 

next term. It is curious enough, that 

the Jiast time that these gentlemen were 
before the same court, only six of thie 
Special Gentlemen appeared, and, of 
course, six others were called up promis- 
cuously out of the common panneL Messrs. 
Hunt were acquitted upon that occasion. 
-Various conjectures have been ha- 



i 



zarded as to the cause of this putting o^;. 
but, while I pretend to know nothii^ of 
that cause, I do know this, that the par- 
ties prosecuted have been put to 41 certam 
expense, and that not a light — '»*^* 



one; 
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they are now to remain, marked out as 
criminals^ for another four or five months ; 
and that, if acquitted or unprosecutcd at 
last, there is no means of their obtaining 
compensation for their anxiety and loss. 

They have behaved, however, most 

manfully upon the occasion ; they will re- 
ceive for that conduct, as they merit, the 
thanks of all the real friends of public li- 
berty ; and they will, I trust, live to see 
the day, when they will receive a more 
sc^id reward in beholding the triumph of 
that cause in which they are labouring with 
so much diligence, spirit, talent,and effect. 

Bristol Election. From the Letter, 

at the head of this sheet, the reader will 
find a pretty good preface to the history of 
this Election^ which is quite another sort 
of thing than what the friends of Sir Samuel 
Romilly appear to have taken an election 

at Bristol to be. The intelligence which 

I have firom that City comes down to 
Wednesday last, the 1st instaht. I may, 
and, I dare say, I shall, have it to a later 
date before this Number goes to the Press ; 
but, I shall now give the history down to 

that day. Sir Samuel Romilly's friends, 

at their meeting at the Grown and Anchor, 
talked of Mr. Pr other o as an opponent ; 
bat, not a word did they say of Mr. Hunt. 
K farmer was, I suppose, thought beneath 
their notice. We shall, however, see 
that farmer doing more at Brbtol, I ima- 
gine, than they and their subscription will 
ever be able to do. In the Letter, be- 
fore inserted, I have shown how Mr. 
Hunt, whose residence is in Sussex, was 
taken by surprise. He was wholly igno- 
rant of the vacancy, 'till Thursday evenings 
the 25lh of June, when his news-paper of 
Wednesday informed him that the writ, 
in the room of Mr. Bragge, had been 

moved for on Tuesday. He came to 

London on Friday, set o(F that night for 
Bath, and got into Bristol on Saturday 
evenings where he was received by the 
people with a pleasure proportioned to their 

surprise at seeing him come. Hart 

Davis had made his entry in an earlier part 
of the day, preceded by the carriages of 
bankers, excise and custom-house people, 
and, in short, all that description of per- 
sons who are every where found in oppo- 
sition to the liberties of Englishmen. 

As it was settled amongst the parties, that 
Davis was to meet with no opposition from 
cither Ma. Prothero or Sir Samuel Ro- 
milly, he expected a chairing on the 
Mondayi amidst the shouts of some score 



or two of hired, voices. How great was 
his surprise, then, and how great the con- 
sternation of his party, when they saw it 
announced that Mr. Hunt was about to 

make his appearance! Sundw/ (the 

?8ih of June) passed, of course, without 
any business being done, but not without 

" dreadful note of prepardtion." On 

Monday morning, the day appointed by 
the Sheriflfs for holding the election, th6 
Guildhall, the place for holding the elec- 
tion, became a scene of great interest : an 
injured and insulted people resolved to as- 
sert their rights against the intrigues and 
the violences of a set of men who were at- 
tempting to rob them of those rights. — : — 
After the nominations had taken place, the 
sheriffs adjourned their court till the next 

day. In the evening great strife and 

fighting and violences took place; the White 
Lion Ltn^ whence the Ctub who put in. 
Mr. Bragge, and who are now at work for 
Davis, takes its name ; this Inn was as- 
sailed by the people's' parly ^ and, it is 
said, pretty nearly demolished. Mr. Da- 
vis's hou^e at Clifton is said to have* shared 
the same fate; and, this and similar work, 
with terrible battles in the streets having 
continued till Tuesday night (the 30th of 
June), the SOLDIERS WERE CALLED 
IN, AND, IT IS SAID, ACTUALLY 
MARCHED, INTO THE GUILD- 

HALL ! Pause, here, reader. Look 

at this spectacle. But, how came this 

to be necessary ? It is said, that it was 
necessary^ in order to preserve property. 
But, how came it to be so y Who began 

the violences ? That is the question. 

And I have no hesitation in stating my 
firm belief, that they were begun, not by 

the PEOPLE, but by then- enemies. 

I state, upon the authority of Mr. JOHN 
ALLEN of Bath, whom I know lo be a 
man of honour, of strict veracity, and (if 
that be any additional praise) of great pro- 
perty ; upon the authority of this gen- 
tleman, who requests me to use his name, 
and who was an eye-witness of what he 
relates, I state, that, there were about 
400 men, who had been made special con- 
stables for the purpose^ wfco were planted 
near the place of election ; that these men, 
who ought to have been for one side as 
much as for the other, were armed with 
staves or clubs, painted BLUE, which, the 
reader will observe, is the colour of the 
White Lion, or Bragge and Davis, party, 
and, of course, the PEOPLE, who were 
(or Mr. Hunt, looked upon these 400 men 
as brought for the purpose of overawiaf 
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them and preventing them by force from 
exercising their rights. These men com- 
mitted, during the ^Oth, many acts of 
violence against the people. But, at last, 
the people, ajler great numbers of them 
had been woundid^ armed themselves with 
Ctubs too; attacked the Blues, and drove 

them into the White Lion. Here the 

mischief would have ended ; hut the Blues, 
ascending to the upper rooms and the roof^ 
had the baseness to throw down stones^ 
hrick'bals^ iilesy glass bottles^ and other 
things, upon the heads of the people. 
This produced an attack upon the house, 
which was soon broken in, and, I believe, 

gutted. These facts I state upon the 

authority of Mr. Allen ; and I state them 

with a perfect conviction of their truth. 

The reader will observe, that the great 
point, is, WHO BEGAN THE FIGHT? 
We have heard Mr. Allen ; now let us 
hear what the other parties say. In the 
Times news-paper of the 2d July, it is 
said by a writer of a letter from Bristol, 
who abuses Mr. Hunt, that when the no- 
mination was about to take place, *' Mr. 
^' Davis and his party made their api>ear- 
** ance. The friends of Mr. Davis wore 
*' blue cockadesy and they were accompa- 
** nicd by some hundreds of persons bearing 
*« short BLUE STAVES, who had been 

** sworn in as special constables."- 

This is enough. Here u a full acknow- 
ledgment of the main circumstance 
suted by Mr. Allen: namely, that hun- 
dreds of men, sworn in as Constables, were 
armed with stayes of the colour of one 
of the candidates, and that they accompa- 
nied that candidate to the Hustings. — In the 
Courier of the 1st July, the same fact, in 
other words comes out. The writer (of 
another letter from Bristol), in speaking of 
the precautions intended to be taken, says : 
*^ Our Chief Magistrate has summoned 
*' his brother officers together, and as the 
«* constables assembled by Mr. Dam's 
*^ friends are to be all dismissed at the 
** close of the poll, and their colours taken 
*« out of their hals^ there will be no pro^ 
** vocation on his part to Mr. Hunt's 
** party." — This, coming from the enemy, 
clearly shews ofi which side the aggression 
Mad commenced^ — ^Therefore, for all that 
followed, the party of Davis are responsible. 
— We shall know, by-and-by, perhaps, 
who it was thn permitted these hundreds of 
Constables to hoist the colours of one of the 
candidates, which was, in fact, '' a declar- 
'* alion of war against the people," and as 
such the Letter in the Times says it was 



regarded.— Well, but the SOLDIERS 
ARE CALLED IN; and, as I am in- 
formed, the Soldiers were, on Wednesday 
morning between five and six o'clock, ad- 
dressed by Mr. Hunt in nearly the follow- 
ing words ^ " Gentlemen ; Soldiers ; fellow 
** citizens and countrymen, I have to ask 
" a favour of you, and that is, that you 
" will discover no hostility to each other 
" on. account of your being dressed in dif- 
" ferent coloured coats. You are all equal- 
" ly interested in this election. You arc 
" all Englishmen ; you must all love frce- 
" dom; and, therefore, act towards each 
" other as brother towards brother." It 
is added by my informant, that Mr. Hunt 
was greatly applauded by the whole of hit 
audience. — He expressed his conviction^ 
that the soldiers would not voluntarily shoot 
at their countrymen; ** but," added he, 
" if military force is to carry the election, 
'^ the sooner the shooting begins the better; 
*' and here am I," said he, laying bare his 
breast, *' ready to receive the first ball." — 
Let us now see how the factious view this 
matter. — The Courier abuses Mr. Hunt in 
the style to be expected. The Times speaks 
of him in this way : '* The poll commenced 
" at ten o'clock. In this farce Mr. Hunt 
'Splays many parts: he unites in himself 
<< the various characters of Camii^(,(^i0i* 
*^ se/, and Committee^ as he has not one 
'^ human being to assist him in either of 

" those capacities." Well, and what 

then ? What does lie want more than a 
good cause and the support of the people ? 
These are all that ought to be necessary to 
any candidate. What business have law- 
yers with elections? And, ought the peo- 
ple to want any committee to tell them their 
duty? The Morning Chronicle takes a 
more sanctimonious tobe. It says on the 
^d of July, (in the form of a letter from 
Bristol: ''It is much to be regretted, that 
'' the regularity and peaceable demeanour 
" with which our Elections were formerly 
'' conducted^ are. now totally disregarded 
" NotwJthstanding/A€^x<r/i<in5 ofMr.Da* 
•• vis'sj Mr, Frotheroe'sy and Sir S, Ro* 
** milly's friends J to prevent a recurrence 
'* of the outrages which endangered Mr. 
'' Bathurst's life at a late Election, the 
** procession on Saturday was assailed by 
'' volUes of mud, stones ^ dead cais^ 4^c. 
*• Mr. Dayis fortunately escaped unhurt^ 
** except from one stone which struck his 
•* arm." Here are two things to be ob- 
served : first, that Davis^ Prothero^ anj 
Sir Samuel Romilly's friends, the friends 
of ail of them are here spoken of as co^ope^ 
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rating. Aye, to be aire ! Le^e with 
the devil against the riglits of the people i 
This is a true Whig iraiU But, the mudf 
stones, md dead cats! Who ia all the 
worjd could tave throwa them at ** the 
'f Amiable Mr. Davis ?*' It must bave been 
SQjxut £risto{ people certainly ; and that of 
fteir own accord too, for Mr.Huni was not 
i^er^ fit Ike time. — Mark how these prints 
<fiscover each other's falsehoods. The Cou- 
Kierof the 1st July- gave us an account of 
if r. Davis's gracious reception. Jt told us,- 
.tjiat *5'|iicHARD Haet Davis, Esq* the 
** late Member for Colchester, and the pro- 
" fessed candidate of the White Lion part^ 
*' in this city, was met at Clifton on Satur- 
" day by art immense body of freeh4)lders 
" andfreemeny consisting of the nK>St re- 
** spectable and opulent inhabitants of the 
*^ city, ^nd was preceded to the Exchange 
*^ by a cavalcade of upwards of one hUn- 
^} dred carriages, and a nunaerous body of 
*.' his friends op liorseback and on fogt." — 
]Jut, not a word about the mud, stotus^ and 
detrd cats, with which he was saluted. Yet 
these were Bang at him ; and fiung it him, 
too, by the people of Bristol; by bands un- 
bought; for Mr. Hwnt spends not a fcr- 
thing. They were a vcimtaFy offering on 
the part of those men of Bristol who were 

not to be corrupted. iTie.CouRrtR of 

Thursday 2d July, states, that both A(?r5« 
and foot soldiers had been marched into 
Bristol. Sia Faancis BuRDtTx men- 
tioned thi^ circufnstance in the House of 
Commons on Thursday evenii^^i The Se- 
cretary at War said he did n(g knftw of the 
troops being brought inlo tlie i:^y. But 
this will be finrnd to have been tlie case. 
Wm.COBBEIT. 

Slate Pi^son^ Jfe^^gate^ 
fridayy 3rd July ylSl^. 



MINISTERIAL NEGOCIATIONS. 

Documents published, relating to the 
lafenegociations for uaking a new; 

Ml^lSTfeY. 

f Continued from^ page SSi,J 

Vay» IS1«, were intended by His Royil 
Highness to con^imtc the fotmdktion of 
tris Adainhtration.— ^That His'Royal High- 



I ness had signified his pleasure^ that Lora 
Wellesley should conduct the formation ot 
the A<lministratibn in all its branches, and 
should be First Commissioner of the Trea- 
sury ; and that Lord Moira, Lord Erskine^ 
and Mr* Canning, should be Members of 
tl^e Cabinet. — That it was probable, that 
a Cabinet, formed on an enlarged basis^ 
must be extended to the number of twelve 
or thirteen Members : that the Prince Re- 
gent wished Lords Grey and Grenville, on 
the part oif ^heii: friends, to r^i^end for 
His Royal Highnesses approbation the 
names of four persons, (if the Cabinet 
should consist of twelve) and of five Per- 
sons, (if th^ Cabinet, should consist of 
thirteen) to be appointed by His Roy-a( 
Highness to fill such stations. in His Coun- 
cils as might hereafter be arranged. — yhat 
His Royal Highness left the selection of the 
names to Lords Grey and Grenville) with-* 
out any exception or personal exdusipn. — 
Thjit in completing the new arrangement^ 
the Prince Regent has granted to Lord 
Wellesley, entire ii|>^rty to piopose for 
His Royal Highness's approbation, the 
names of any persons now occupying sta- 
tions ui His Royal Highness's Councils, or 
of any other persons. — That if die pcopo* 
sition made to Lords Grey and Grenvillei 
should be accepted as the outline of an ar- 
rangement, all other matters would he 
discussed with the most anxious solicitude 
to promote harmony and general accommo* 
dation. WELLEStilf, 

No. 18. — Lord Grof to Lord W^llesiey^ * 
dated idjune^ on the Subject of ffo. 17* 

My Lord, — I lost no time in sendmgfbr 
Grenville, atid have comniunicatefl 
him, since his arrival, the proposal 
le to me yestcrcjay by your Lordship.— . 
t^ have felt the necessky of a fiirther 
oomrnnnicayoii with our fiends, and this, 
I fear, will make it impossible foi* tis t6 
send our final answer to the tninnte which 
I had the honour of recieiving from your 
Lordsfa}p yesterday evenings lUl a late hour 
to-night, or eariy to-morrow morning. — 
To obviate, however, as far as i can, ariy 
inconvenience which might arise from this' 
delav, I think it right to state \o ytmr 
Lordship, that the feeling which I y^est^er^ 
{to he tonHnued.] 
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SUMMARY ^F POLITICS. | 

Lincoln Jail* — ;Oii Thursday, the 25th 
bf Ju Je, a discussioQ took place, 'm the Hopse 
of Commons, upon the subject of the treat* 
mentof the prisoners confined in the Castle, 
which is the county jail, of Lincoln, to which, 
as the public will recollect, Mr. Finnerty 
and Mr. Drakard were, sometime, ago, 
committed by the Judges of the Court of 
King's Bench (Lord ElUnborouEh^ Judges 
Groscy Le BlanCy and Bailey)^ (or the term 
of eighteen months, in consequence of trials 
for LIBEL. — -The discussion here alluded 
to, arose out of a motion made by Sir Sa- 
muel Horn illy, grounded upon a Petition of 
THOMAS HOULDEN, lately a prisoner 
for debt in the jail at Lincoln. The object 
of the motion was to obtain the appomt- 
ment of a 'committee to inquire into the 
grounds of the complaint of the petitioner, 
who complained of ill-treatment on the part 
of MERRYWEATHER, the jailer, and 
also on the part of some of the magistrates, 
especially one DOCTOR CALEY IL- 
LING WORTH, who, as is now become 
the fashion in almost every part of the king- 
dom, is at once a Clergyman and a Justice 
of the Peace. The public will remem- 
ber, that Mr. Fiimerty presented a petition 
to parliament against the conduct of this 
jailer and the magistrates. He was shut 
up in a place the stench of which alone was 
enough to kill any man. He was commit- 
ted to this distant jail by Lord EUenbo- 
rough, and Judges Grose, Le Blanc, and 
Bailey, on the 7th of February, 1811, for 
18 months, for a libel upon CASTLE- 
REAGH. He was shut up in a place de- 
stined for felons ; v and the stench of the 
place wa^ such as to be alone sufficient to 
deprive a man of life in the course of a few 
months. By his courage and perseverance 
' fae has not only bettered his own condition, 
but that of others also, and is now, I hope, 
m a fair way of doing the public a still 

grc«er service. The conduct of the jna- 

gi^lraiesj as they are called, but of the Jus- 
"tues ofifu Peace J as they ought to be call- 
ed, stands in need of investigation more 
'• than that of almost any other description of 
men in authority. The powers they now 



possess are, when one reflects on them, 
really lerri&c ; and, if their conduct is not 
to be investigated, either through the means 
of tiie press, or through any other means, 
what responsibiJity is there ? What check 
is there ? And in what a state are the peo- 
ple who are so much within their power? 

With this preface the reader will, with 

the greater advantage, enter with me u^i 



a review of the debate upon Sir Samuel Ro« 

milly's motion.. 1 shall here insert the 

part of his speech whidi was mostmateriah 
It is but a very faint sketch of what he said ; 
but, it will enable the reader to form a 
pretty good estimate of the conduct of the 

parties fanpUcated. " It appeared," be 

said, ^' that the Petitioner, Thomas HouU 
'' den, was brought before a Magistrate, 
*' Doctor Caley Illingworth, \%ho on acorn* 
'^ pUint preferred by the gaoler, ordered 
'^ the petitioner to be removed from the 
'* apartment in the prison which he had hi<^ 
'' therto occupied, and to he confined, 
'' though but a prisoner for debt, in one of 
'* Ihe cells appropriated lo' common felons; 
** fHewr^ hear! J — and it further appeared, 
*' that the petitioner was left to remain 
*' closely confined in this cell for eleven days 
*^ and nights successively ; fhear^ hear^ 
" hear !j ; — and it aho appealed, that diu*- 
*' ing that [ieriod he was denied the use of 
** pen^ inky and paper ^ and that no friend 
'^ whatever was permitted to have access to 
" him. fBaar^heartJ — What the mighty 
'' offence -was that had called down upon 
I '^ him the indignant severity of this Doctor 
'' Caley Illingworth shoul4)ierea£ter be ex- 
*' plained, and it should be also satisfacto* 
'* rily proved, that this confinement in a 
'* cell for eleven days and nights, would 
*' not have even then been put a stop to, 
'* had it not been for the unexpected inter- 
M vention of a certain circumstance, which 
'' could also be very intelligibly explained, 
*' But he could not help asking what was 
'' the authority under which the Magistrate 
'* meant to shelter such an act of oppres- 
'* sion ? (Heary hear i) — He knew of none 
'* — (htar^ heart) — the common law, he 
" was confident, ^ave none ; but it had 
" b^n contended for, he tmdcrsiood, that 
*• all this authority was derivable to the 
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** Magistrate under the operation of the 
'< 31st of the King; he had read the Act 
^ attemivelf ) and had found m It no suck 
^^ authority. {Hear! J. — It did j?ive «cr- 
'* tain powers in the control of Houses of 
** Corrcctiou lo the Magistracy, bat such 
*' prison*; as the castle of Lincoln, county 
<• gaols Nvere, ht contended, the prisons of 
*' Ihe Sheri^s^ and not of the Magistracy. 
*' (thar^ htos //.—If this power had been 
•* given by tiiat Act, it would have been 
** ji^iven in plain and direct words; and if 
*' ihe power be not given, it was in vain 
*^ ro taik to thai House of what this or that 
*^ lawyer thought of the construction that 
*^ might be put on the Act, when it was 
^' evident to any man who read it, that no 
^ such eonstruaion was within the mean- 
^' Itig of the Legislature, at the time it was 
** enacted. (Hear^ kear /y.— But as to the 
** offence of the petitioner, it was simply 
*' this : — He had refused to be supptied 
*' with a hed by the gaoler^ and wished one 
^< of his own to be brought into the prison; 
^' this was no indalgence. He bad a riglit 
*' to this accommodation by virtue of the 
^^ 3^d of George U. chapter 28, section 4, 
^' a provision- obviously made with the view 
•* of protecting the prisoner from the rapa- 
*' city and extortion of the gaoler, who 
*' might otherwise insist upim his* own price 
*< for ai» accommodation so indispensable. 
^< The petitioner, however, was threatened 
<* with being turned over into the pauper's 
•« ward, in case he brought iahis own bed. 
^^ He was then thrown into a room contain- 
'^ ing sevea beds and thirteen prisoners. 
^' It was in summer — the \Yeather uncom- 
^< iiionly hot, and the room very close. 
** To this room were two doors — an inner 
*' and an outer grated door. One night, 
^' after the Petitioner had been sent to this 
<( roofla, the inner door was closed as well 
^< as the outer, and thus the usual openiug 
^' between the room and the outer door was 
^' closed. ,It is not improbable that the 
^'Petitioner (though it is not so stated} 
^< might have expressed, in strong language, 
*' his indignaijt sense of such an act of op- 
«< pressiou directed against himself, because 
^' he did not succumb to the extortion of 
*' the Gaoler. (Hear^ hear t) Be that as 
*' it might, he and the i*emaining thirteen 
•« were, innoccui.as well as guilty, shut up 
*' in this room ; the usual circulation of air 
*' denied them, all on account of the sup- 
^* posed comumely of one (hear .V, and in 
<< consequence of what then passed betw^n 
'< the Petitioner and the Gaoler, the fomier 
«' was brought before Dr. Caley lUing- 



'' worth, who could not find sufCcient inr 
'' the statement of the Gaoler to justify the 
** exeretse of power he wished to resort to, 
'* and expressed his concern to the Prisoner 
** that he could not punish him- (Hear!) 
'* This regret, however, could not jiavc 
'* been of long duration, for he was again 
" brought before thtf Dr. GaleyilKirgwbi:tb, 
'' and was sentenced, in two days after, to 
'^ close confinement ii> a felon's cell. Here 
/' he renHaided' eleven days and nights, and 
'''miffht have remained indefinitely! long, 
'^ had it not beep for the arrival of the in- 
" telligence of a conversation which had 
*' taken place in that House on the subject 
•' of Mr, Finnerty's J^tition^ complaining 
^' of abuses in that prison, on the part of 
'* the same Gaoler. On the arrival of this 
** news, the Petitioner was immediately 
'' discharged from his cell. And here lie 
'* couW not help congratulating the House 
'' u|>on this * instance, among numberless 
" others, of the great benefits resulting frooi 
*'*^ public discussion. (Hear! J He had 
** often voted in minorities of «veli six and 
" sixteen^, where the discussion upou tlic 
" question on which they were out-xoted 
" had, by becoming public, led to a cor- 
** reetion of the abuses to which it related. 
*' (Hear I) He thought that these circum- 
*' stances did lay grounds for suspecting 
" both extremely corrupt molivts in th£ 
" Gaoler^ and most criminal connivance in, 
«* the Magistrate. (Hear! J The Honour- 
^^ able Gentleman who cheered him would 
^^ have every opportunity, and no doubt 
^' come prepared to vindicate both Gaoler 
^' and Magistrate; but he could not forget 
'' what had been stated in Mr. Finnerty's 
*' petition, and never contradicted^ that one 
*' of the Magistrates, in the presence, too, 
'' of another Magistrate, told Mr. Finnerty 
" that he had heard that in other prisons, 
^^ prisoner s, by paying for them, could gel 
** better apartments than others; and thai 
'* if he gave three guineas a week, he might 
f'^ gel belter ; and that on Mr. f inner fy n- 
'* monsl rating that he had not the means lo 
" /My so high a rent, the other Magistrate 
" observed, that he understood a subscript 
*' lion was going forward which might 
" enable liim to do so. (Hear, hear!) He 
'* could not forget that the Member for 
" Lincolnshire, who came down prepared 
" to answer every other allegation, was 
** obliged tc suffer that to remain wholly 
" uncontradicted. (Hear, hear, hear! J — 
** Ht had heard of a meeting of the Magig* 
" trates on the first of May, who portioned 
*' out the nine sleeping rooms for debtors in 



Digitized by 



Google 



37] 



JULY II, ISl^.— Lincoln jfaU. 



[M 



** the following raanaer : seven to those 
*^ who cotild pay for* their heds, and the 
*^ refflaininj; two to ^I the rest that could 
*• not pay. ^Hear J J By an order of those 
** Magistrates, places and cells had been 
*^ appropriated for refractory and disorder- 
** iy debtors. He knew not the authority 
** under which they made such an order ^ 
** and he tpoke as a lawyer. fHear^ hear !j 
*' He stated also, that the Gaoler of Lincolu 
*' Gastte had a hxed salary of 300/. a year, 
** independent of all other emoluments. 
*' He stated also a case of a debtor In the 
^^ agonies of death, who died in the night 
** time before any one dared to disturb the 
** repose of the Gaoler. He did not say 
'* that the debtor might not have died, 
** whether a medical man had been timely 
*^ called in or not. It had been lately said^ 
*' that the gaol was in an insurrection ; .if 
^^ so, it was an insurrection of complaint. 
^* But the prisoners bad addressed their 
^' complaints in the humblest and the most 
*^ respectful language. Such gaols and 
** prisoners >xere, he contended, the Shje- 
** riff's, whose duty it was, not to ride on ;i 
•' caparisoned horse into the assize town be- 
** fore the Judge, with white staffs and 
^' trumpets sounding, but to consult the 
^^ ease and comforts of his prisoners (for his 
*' they were) as far as that comfort was con- 
*' sistent with their confinement. For- 
•* tunately those new lights had not broken 
** out when the -great Howard undertooJc 
•* the duty of Sheriff. He then concluded 
** with moving for the Select Committee." 

Here is a scene developed ! Here are 

facts 10 be proclaimed to the world I — r- 
After expressing my sincere thanks to Sir 

, Samuel Uomilly for his conduct upon this 
occasroa, in which I shall, 1 am sure, be 
joined by every man in £ngland, who is 
uot a tyrant in his nature, or who does not 
thrive or hope to thrrve, under tyrants; 
and, after having begged the reader to re- 
flect on what a character these facts are cal- 
culated to give this nation in the woild ; 

' after this I proceed to offer a remark or two 
upon Sir 'Samuefs speech before I go on to 

the rest of the debate. He here says, 

(and he speaks as a lawyer], that the magis- 
4 rales have no right to meddle with the ma- 
nagemenl of prisoners in county Jails. 
This 1 lately said upon the reason of ^e 
thing ; and I am exceedingly glad to see. it 
confirmed by such authority, yhere ve 
many reasons why magistrates should haye 
nothing to do witli the treatpaent of pri« 
soners. In the first place, they are, in 
inauy cases, judges; they pass sentence as 



well as commit; and, if their authority 
were to extend to the interior of the jails, 
they would become the finishers as well as 

the beginners of the law. The Justices 

of the Peace are numerous; they, in all 
cases of prisons, will necessarily he many ? 
Chey are, too, a fluctuating body ; some are 
dropping off and others coming on conti-^ 
nuaUy. In such a body there can be na 
responsibility ; or, at least, ft is so difficult 
to fix it, that the object must generally be 
defeated. This rs not the case with the 
Sheriff^ who is one ; who is known ; and 
who cannot shelter himself under the vote 

of a majority of colleagues. Then, 

again, what are, or, at least, what may be^ 
these magistrates? Why, any man who 
has a hundred pounds a year f less than the 
wages of a butler in som^ families) arising 
out of lands^ tithes^ or certaiu offices. Any 
such man may be a Justice of the Peace ; 
and, as to who are the Justices of the Peace, 
all I shall say Is this : that they are ap* 
pointed by tlie Lord Chancellor upon the 
recommendation of the Lords Lieutenant, 
and that the Lord Chancellor and the Lords 
Lieutenant are appointed by the Minister, 

The Sheriff, too, is, indeed, nowa- 

days, appointed by the Minister. Former- 
ly he was not. He was, in former time.1, 
elected by the people. However, he is ge- 
nerally, as yet, a man of considerable for* 
tune in the county ; he fs known ; he & 
conspicuous; and, at any rate, he is one 
and has a name^ and, therefore, in so n^ 
way or other he can be made responsible^ 
which alone is a reason quite suffiinent for 
preferring his superintendence and autho- 
rity, in this case, to those of Justices of the 
Peace. Sir Samuel Romilly congratu- 
lated the House on the efftc^ which its con- 
versations had produced upon a former oc- 
casion ; and observed, that, frequently^ 
after having been left in a minority of six- 
or sixieen, in the House, he had seen the 
object of the discussion obtained in the si- 
lent correction of the abuse complained' of. 

1 do not thiuk^his a subject of c^/if/*a- 

lulation. I think it, on the contrary, a thing 
of which, if thie, that House ought to be 
ashamed. What, shall a body of legislators 
and represeiuatives of the people reject, at 
the nod of th^ minister, an application t» 
redress a grievance; s^all they vote almost 
unanimously against the request of the ap- 
plicant; and shall they, when xlicy after- 
wards see the raiuisier "or some of his un- 
derstrappers, i-edress die grievance tlicm- 
selves; shall they look upon this ja maucr 
of congratulation f The /er//e, indeed, 
B2 
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the sufierers in the case, and those who 
have voted in such minorities as Sir 
Samuel mentioned, might be congratulated 
on this score; but, according to my no- 
tions, the circumstance was not at all 
calculated to do honour to ike House. 

The 'only persons who attempted to 

^pealc in justification of the conduct of Mer- 
ryweather and Doctor Galey Iliingworth 
aad the other Justices, wtre^ as appears by 
the report, MR. CHAPLIN and MR. 
ELLISON, the former of whom was, as 
the reader will bear in mind, the person 
who brought in the famous Sp'dsby Poor- 
House Silly which was demolished by the 
opposition made to it by Sir Samuel Ro> 
milly and others ; but principally by Sir 
Samuel Romilly. By that Bill, certain 
persons to be called Directors were em- 
powered to cause the poor {o he flogged in 
certain cases at their discretion. But, to 
return to the subject before us, Mr. Chap- 
lin and Mr.. Ellison, both Justices of the 
Peace in the county of Lincoln, opposed Sir 
Samuel's motion for a Committee ; and, as 
I am very anxious that the public should 
have all the means of being correctly in- 
formed upon every part of this subject, I 
will insert the whole t^^ what thete gentle- 
men said, as I find it stated in the rejport of 
the Morning Chronicle of the 26th of June. 
— " Mr. CflAPLiJ? said, that he was con- 
" fident that when an inquiry was gone 
•' into, Ike result would be fayourable to 
** the Gaoler and the Magistracy. — [We 
*' endeavoured to follow the Honourable 
^' Member, but be was quite inaudible in 
" tlie gallery.] — He believed this petition 
^' would never have come into the hands of 
*• the Honourable Member by whom it was 
' ' presented, unless for the solicitation of a 
** person whom he would not name. ( Al- 

** luding, we presume, to Finnerty)." 

But, pray,Mr* Chaplin, of what importance 
was this circumstance? What signified it 
to the merits of the case? The question 
, WIS not, how the petition came into Sir 
Samuel Romilly's hands ; but whether the 
allegations In it were true. This was the 
question. But, one may notice here, tliat, 
if it be true, that it required the interven- 
tion of a gentleman like Mr. Finnerty to get 
the petition forward, there is iht greater 
necessity for attending to it, seeing that the 
poor oppressed creatures are supposed to be 
wholly unable to get a petition forward 
themselves. Mr. Chaplin ought, in jus- 
tice, to have named the person who was 
:he cause of getting the pciiiiou forward; 



for, I am persuaded, the public will look 
upon it as a very meritorious act ; and, if 
Mr. Finnerty was the mover, upon this oc- 
casion, as he appears to have been^ he has 
thereby acquired a new claim to the thanks 
of the country, however impatient Mr. 
Charles Adams may be to hear his name 
pronounced accompanied with any thing in 

the way of commendation. Lord Cas- 

llereagh spoke after Mr. Chaplin; but, I 
shall notice his speech hereafter. We will 
now hear Mr. Ellison, who, it appears, is 
also a Colonel J and whd " warmly disap* 
" proved of the motion. He was pcr- 
" fectly willing to agree that Magistrates 
" ought not to abuse the powers and autho- 
** rities with which they were vested ; but 
" he would say, that he had been twenty- 
" five years an acting Magistrate of the 
" county, and he hid served the office of 
" SheriflT, during all which period he had 
" never known of any such abuse. He had 
'^ not been an inattentive inquirer into this 
" subject; nay, he would even say, that he 
" had been since last year a most diligeni 
" inquirer. He was convinced the inter- 
^* ference o( the House would be produc- 
" tive of no goody but, on the contrary, of 
*^ infinite mischief. The speeches which 
** went out of the House on the subject in- 
^^ flamed and unsettled the minds of people 
" throughout the country y and produced 
" nothing but a spirit of discontent. He 
" would refer it to the mind of every wise ^ 
'< man who heard him, if this motion would 
*' have any tendency to allay that wild 
*' spirit which was now walking about. 
** (Laugh J. -^VJ'iih respect to the case 
" mentioned by an Honourable and Learn- 
" ed Gentleman (Mr. Brougham), what 
" were the real facts of the case? It ap- 
*' peared from the evidence given by Mr. 
** E^ans, the surgeon who attended on the 
'< unfortunate man, that he had been a 
" hard liver, and laboured under thfc dis- 
*' ease of erisypelas. The surgeon said he 
" left him on the night on which he died, 
'* satisfied that from the state of mortifica- 
" tion he was in, he would not live till 
''morning; and when he called in the 
" morning, he very naturally asked if the 
" poor man was not yet dead. Mr. Evans 
** complained of the conduct of Mr. fin- 
" nertyy and another Gentlemany whoy he 
** saidy went so far as even to thrtaten to 
'* strike^imy when giving his evidence be- 
" fore the Coroner. He was sure the Ho- 
" nourable and Learned Gentleman had 
** stated nothing which he did not believe;' 
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*^ but there was not one thing which he had 
** said which was not disproved by the fact. 
<* The Honourable Member (hen went into 
*^ the case of the Petitioner, who, he said, 
<< had been conhned, because he had dis- 
** turbed the rest of other persons in the 
*' gaol ; and he was set at liberty on his 
<< promising to abstain from' such conduct 
** in future. He regretted that a Committee 
*' was to be appointed^ He would lay 
'^ claim to as much humanity and pliilan- 
•' thropy as the Honourable and Learned 
*^ Gentleman could possibly possess; and 
•* it was rather unfair in that Honourable 
<^ Gentleman to suppose, that nobody was 
*' possessed of humanity but him'self. He 
** wished tv vindicate the conduct of the 
** Magistrates of Lincoln from the imputa- 
*^ tions which had been thrown out against 

" them in that House." Now,, as he 

wished to vindicate the conduct of the Jus- 
tices of the Peace of Lincoln, why did he 
express his sorrow at the appointment of a 
Committee to inquire into the grounds of 
the petition preferred against those Justices? 
How is it possible to vindicate their con- 
duct without inquirjf? If, indeed, the 
motion had been to censure their conduct 
at once, a simple negation might have been 
enough, as a prelude to a vote against the 
motion ; but, the motion was for inquiry^ 
and^ that being the case, to vote against the 
motion was, surely, not the way to accom- 
plish the Colonel's wish of vindicating the 
accused parties. If it was true, that all 
that had been advanced would be disproved 
by the fact ; why did Mr. Ellison wish to 
keep those facts from being inquired into ? 
He says, that he has been a Justice himself 
in the county for many years ; that he has 
made diligent inquiry into the treatment of 
prisoners in the jail; and that he has 
known, and does know, of no abube. Why, 
then, did he so ^^warndy, oppose inquiry?" 
It is not usual for the Iriends of the inno- 
cent to oppose their heme put upon their 
trial. But, he says, that the interfe- 
rence of the House will do great mischief; 
that the speeches made there inflame and 
unsettle the minds of the people; and that 
he leaves it for wise men to say, whether 
this motion will have a tendency to cUtay 
that wild spirit that is now walking about, 

Really, Mr. Ellison, are you sa afraid 

of the effects of a motion relative ta the 
treatment of prisoners in the jail of Lin- 
coln ! And especially when you are sp 
very sure, that all the alleged tacts will be 
disproved. It appears to me, who, to be 
sure, am act a Lincoln Justice; but, to me 



it appears reasonable to suppose, that an 
inquiry which should shew that the allega-. 
tions against the Jailer and Justice Doctor. 
Caley Illingworth and compeers were false;, 
to me it appears, that such an inquiry, so 
far from tending to do mischief, by inflamr. 
ing the minds of the people, must of neces-. 

sity tend to a precisely opposite eSect. . 

I must, however, here be understood as 
having in my eye a reo/ inquiry; an in- 
quiry where all the evidences shall b^ 
called and examined ; not a shank inquiry ; 
not a smothering inquiry ; not a b€Lse cheat 
under the name of an inquiry. I must 1^ 
understood as meaning an inquiry of the 
former kind, and such as wiH, I trust, now 
take place ; for, otherwise, I must confess, 
that the inquiry would tend to inflame the 
people, and to do great mischief instead of 

good. What Mr. Ellison may mean by 

'« the WILD SPIRIT which is now walk- 
*' ing about," I do not know. But, if 
there be any wiW spirit at work, is it, I 
would ask, likely that it should be allayed 
by a refusal, on the part of the House of 
Commons, to inquire into the grounds of 
so serious a complaint as that made by the 
petitioners in this case? Would such re- 
fusal tend to allay a wild spirit ? The spi« 
rit of which the Colonel speaks is, I sup« 
pose, a spirit in opposition to the present 
system of public measures ; but, does th^ 
Colonel suppose, tha^ this spirit Vould be 
rendered stronger by the p2trliament'» lis* 
tening to a petition complaining of most 
enormous abuses ? If this be Colonel El- 
lison's notion, I must say that I wholly dis 

sent from it. Mr. Br-ougham followed 

Col. Ellison, and what he said was of great 
importance. The subject was an unfortunate 
debtor who was said to have died in Lin- 
coln jail for want of medical assistance, 
owing to the door of his prison not being 
suffered to be unlocked. This is the case 
alluded to in the speech of Mr. Ellison^ 
who, it will be perceived, contradicted 
what Mr. Brougham had said upon the 
subject on a former occasion » In answer, 
iherefore, to Mr. Ellison, Mr. Brougham, 
said, tliat '^ what he had said was, that 
*' an improper delay occurred in the pro- 
'* curing medical assistance, and that the 
'* presumption was, had no such delay 
<^ taken place, that the result might have 
<< been more favourable, and that the proof 
"of the contrary was thrown oa the other ' 
<* party. When Mr. Evans was before 
" the Coroner, he stated, that his being 
<< called an hour sooner or later would have 
« made no difiference ;-*but| before Mr 
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** Evans gave iliis evidence, how stood the 
** fact 9 He now held in his hands a do- 
** curacnt signed by twelve respedabJe per- 
** sons, prisoners for debt in the Gaol of, 
** Lincoln, of whom no doubt Mr. Finnerly 
*' was one. And her> he would observe, 
** that all that Mr. Finnerty had stated 
*^ respecting a nuisance in the .Gaol was 
*' proved in the event to be completely ac- 
** curate, notwithstanding all tlir assertions 
** to the contrary, made with so much so- 
** Ic^nnity by liie Honourable Members for 
^' Lincoln, ft so hapi)ened, that when 
*• the^ fxamined the sewer a great part of 
*• It was found not to be in a perpendicular 
'< direction, as iiTul been stated, but to run 
** in a shelving niatmcr under that part of 
*• the prison where Mr. Finnerty was con- 
** fined. Now, tliouglj he found Mr. Fin- 
^^ neriy's name among this number, he 
f^ was inclined to attach some credit to the 
** document. Tiiere were among them 
*^ several otlier very respectable persons, 
'* and he would particularly mention Mr. 
*' Drakard, of whom all that he knew re^ 
<* fleeted the greatest honogr on his cha- 
** racter. He would say of him, that hp 
'^ was not 3 seditious author, but an ho- 
*' nest and respectable tradesman, whp 
•* was.pimished for an article which he 
** did not write. Another gentleman, of 
" whom he had heard very favourably, 
*' was a Mr. ^arris. It appeared from 
*^ this document, that in a previous con- 
" versation with Mr. Evans he gave a per- 
*^ fcctly different account from that which 
*' he afterwards gave before the Coroner* 
*< It appeared, also, that the Coroner be- 
«* haved throughout in a manner which 
** was completely reprehensible, and treat- 
^' ed the evidence in particular in a very 
*• unbecoming way. The sort of persons 
<^ whom he insisted on putting on the In- 
«' quest were ihe workmen whom hi etn- 
** ployed about ihe prison, [Hear .'] Wlien 
*^ one reflected on his conduct throughout 
** this business it was impossible not to be 
•* struck with the propriety of the obscrv- 
^* ations made by Judge Blackstone on the 
«* grea,t powers vested by the Constitution 
*^ in this officer, and the very low hands 
" into which the office generally came. lu 
'• directing the Jurors to bring in their 
*• verdicts, the Coroner stated that they 
** must «*ither find the prisoner died by the 
** visitation of God, or find a verdict of 
** wilful murder by the gaoler. He would 
^ admit of no verdict which should state 
•* the case as it really took place. This 
i^l^^it li^ was now making was coa- 




" firmed by three of the Jurors themselves, 
^^ who, in a certificate signed by them, 
" which he held in his hands, expressly 
** state, they wished to bring in a verdict 
"of •' died hy negligence of the gaoler ; 
** but oil its being put to them by the Co- 
" roner that they must either bring in a 
" verdict of wiluil murder, or by tlie vi* 
" sitation of Cod, they were obliged to 
*• relinquish their wish. He had several 
" other documents, but it was unnecessary 

" at present to enter upon them." After 

this, Sir Feavcis Burdett, in a speech 
of some length, expressed^ his hope, that 
xhe inquiry would be a real inquiry, and 
not such an one as he had witnessed upot> 
a former occasion. There are two points 
belonging to this subject, which are parti- 
cularly worthy of attention. Lord Castle* 
reagh observed, that the practice of re- 
ceiving suth petitions ought not to be in- 
dulged, because complainants ought to 
resort first to all other modes of legal re- 
dress. Sir Samuel Roniilly answered to 
this, that the Justices of the Peace, whom 
the petitioner would naturally apply to for 
protection, were charged with being ac- 
complices with his oppressor. But, fur- 
ther, does Lord Castlereagh mean to say, 
that no one shall apply to parliament while 
the law offei^ him any mode of proceeding 
against his oppressor? If so, the poor 
man can have little chance of redress. How, 
for instance, was a pennyless debu)r to gd 
to law with Merryweathei: and Doctor 
Caley lUingworth ? How was he to bring 
his action of trespass, whiph would, per- 
haps, have cost him a hundred pounds, 
and might not have been brought to trial 
for a year ? In cases between man and man, 
to be sure, the party injured must have 
recourse to the law ; but, this is no such ' 
case; here is an individual on one side, 
and, on the other, Justices of the Peace 
and a Jailer ; that is to say, a portion of 
the judician/ wid executive btanches of the 
government^ against which it is not to be 
supposed that the purse of any individual 
is sufficient to contend^ and to protect the 
people against any abuse of authority ia 
which branches is one of the first, and, 
indeed, the very first duty of the parlia- 
ment, and especially of the Commons* 
House of Parliament.—^ — Ldrd Castle- 
reagh is reported to have said, that ^' par- 
*' liament would place themselves in a 
" DEGRADED situation," if they were to 
encourage the making of the complaints of 
individuals to them to the neglect of seek- 
ing legal redre$8.-— Ah ! my Lord Cas- 
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tlereagh! I wish the parliament may 
never do anif thing more degrading than 
thisf The time will come when this ex- 
pression will admit of a more extended 
commentary. At present, I shall leave it 
for the reader to make himself such ob- 
servations as it so loudly calls for. Tlie 

other point alluded to above was stated by 
the Solicitor General, who is reported 
to have strongly protested against the cen- 
sure which Sir Samuel Romilly had passed 

upon the magistrates. 1 will take the 

very^ words as reported : ** The Solicitor 
*^ General strongly deprecated the censure 
** which the Honourable and Learned Gen- 
** tleman had cast upon the Magistrates ; a 
** proceeding which he thought peculiarly 
*' calculated to excite suspicion and distrust 
** in the minds of those who were to be 
^* judged by them. The opinion of the 
'^ Honourable and Learned Gentleman was 
** of great weight in the country, and ihere- 
** fore it was the more incumbent upon 
*' him to be guarded in his expressions, 
** The tribunals of the country he thought 
^' ought to be upheld. He should not op- 
** pose the Committee being appointed, at 
*^ the same time he thought It would have 
^* been a more advisable course, to have 
V had any necessary examinations and in- 

** quiries made upon the spot." Sir 

Samuel Romilly denied liaving cast a cen- 
sure upon the magistrates in general^ and 
insisted, with perfect correctness, that his 
words would bear no such construction. 

Now, as to what the Solicitor General 

said, about exciting suspicion and distrust 
in ike minds of the people against the 
Justices^ if that were allowed to be a good 
objection to the speaking freely of their 
conduct, and even to the passing of cen- 
sure on them, there must, at once, be an 
end of ail censyre and of all complaint, and 
of ^11 detection of abuses ; for, it is in the 
- very nature of these, and, indeed, jt is 
their end and use^ to excite public suspi* 
(Hon and distrust of the parties censured. 
It is true, as he says, that <' the tribunals 
** of the country ought to be upheld;** but, 
to be *' upheld in righteousness^** I sup- 
pose he means? He hardly ipeans, that 
they ought to be upheld in sudi things as 
Sir Samuel Romilly complained of? To 
uphold them in wrong, or to talk of the 
necessity of upholding them^ without refer- 
ince to right or wrongs is not, 1 am cer- 
tain, the way to ensure them respect and 
cotifidence. The conduct of tribunals has 
in it nothing to exempt it from investiga- 
tion! any more than has the cor^dnct of any 



other branch of the government. Judgfes 
and Juries are men and no more than men; 
and they are liable to mistake and passion 
as well as other men. It is pretty talk| 
indeed, that we sometimes hear, from the 
hired writers and from crawling barristers, 
about the sacredness of courts of Justice ! 
There have sitten jn the tribunals in Eng- 
land some of the most corrupt, most base, 
and roost bloody villains that ever disgraced 
the shape of man. Their deeds and their 
names have been handed do\yn to the ex- 
ecration of posterity. Their judgments 
have been reversed ; and, in some .cases^ 
they themselves have been punished as 
malefactors. I am sure that the Soli- 
citor General will not say that the acts of 
such men ought to have bfeen upheld. I 
am sure that he will not say, that the 
Judge who presided and the Jury who 
were empannellcd at the trial of Syduey 
ought to be upheld. I am sure he will 
not say> that that corrupt and cruel ruffian 
and his twelve packed scoundrels of coad- 
jutors ought to have been upheld* No ; 

the truth is, that, in all branches of 
authority, bad conduct ought to be ex- 
posed and censured. Courts of Law and 
Justice and Justices of the Peace have quite 
power enough, to protect themselves against 
unlawful auacks. Their powers are, if 
looked into, fearfully great ; and, though, 
perhaps, not too great, tJiere is certainly a 
necessity of yielding protection Jto those 
who may have just cause to complain of the 
abuse of those powers. Who, then, but 
the parliament, is to yield that protection? 
It was by virtue of a resolution of a House 
of Commons, that Prynn, and Bastwick, and 
Burton, who, for what was c;dled libelling^ 
had been'Grst pilloried and then sent to. 
distant jails and solitary rooms, where they 
were denied the comfort of their friends 
and the use of pen, ink, and paper ; it 
was hy virtue of a resolution of an honest 
House of Commons, that these martyrs in 
t)ae cause of liberty were released, and 
that their judges were called to account and 
punished. And, indeed, if the oppressed 
man is not to look to the House of Com* 
mons, to whom is he to look for redress ? 

Here I should jd ism iss this article, but 

I find, in the Courier of tiie ^6th of June, 
a remark upon this subject, which mun 
not be permitted to pass unnoticed. The 
writer, after pointing out the extreme dan- 
ger of Sir Samuel Romilly's speech, ^alks 
of the respect and gratitude which arc ^luc 
to the Justices of the Peace on accomii of 
^heir taking upon themselves the Ubonv of 
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Justices GRATUITOUSLY; and says, 
that this circumstance ought to excite to- 
wards them tstetm and affection. Upon 
thi^ I shall observe, first, that the same is 
said of the commissioners of property tax ; 
and, second, that the same may be said of 
the rrumbers of parliament; yea, even of 
the representatives of the people of Old 
Sarum, St. Maws, Appleby, Quecnbo* 
rough, St. Germains, and other the lik^ 
places. These worthy gentlemen, it is 
very well known, take upon themselves the 
labour of legislators GRATUITOUSLY; 
nay, it is said, that, in some rases, so 
eager are they to serve the public, that 
they even give money out of their pockets 
rather than be deprived of the occasion of 
so doLng. Yet, I have never heard, and I 
do not believe, that they have, on this par- 
ticular account, been looked upon as en- 
titled to a greater portion of public respect 
and affection than other men. This being 
notoriously the case, I cannot, for my part, 
see why the conduct of Justices of the 
peace is to be a forbidden subject merely 
because they do not openly receive /^oy for 
what they do in that capacity ; which, if 
admitted, would, besides, convey an ugly 
distinction between them and the Judges^ 
^ho, it is well known, do receive pay; 
unless, indeed, the Courier is prepared to 
show, that the receiving^^f pay in the htter 
Case ought to have the same claim on our 
respect and affection as the not receiving of 

pay in the former case. 1 shall now 

quit this subject for the present, begging 
toy readers to watch the progress of the 
inquiry; and, I promise them, that no- 
thmg shall be wanting on my part to do 
justice to all the parties concerned. We 
have seen the two Members for the county 
of Lincoln, Messrs. Chaplin and Ellison, 
stand forward in defence of MerryWeather 
the Jailer and the Rev. Doctor Caley II- 
lingworth the Justice. We hive seen these 
two persons attacked by Sir Samuel Romilly 
and Mr. Brougham. The result of the in- 
quiry will prove to us who is right and 
who wrong. 

Bristol Election. — -What was stated 
in my last, respecting the proceedings in 
this election, incredible as it seemed, was 
literally true. Soldiers, horse as well as 
foot, have been marched into the city of 
Bristol, and have remained there ; the vo- 
lunteers have been called out> and kept un- 
der arms ; and, in short, the election has 
been carried on under the awe of the bay- 
onet. This, however, ought not to sur- 



prise us 80 very much, after wbit we have ■- 
seen within the last three months. It has 
been stated in ail the news-papers, and 
stated in the way of bravado^ too, that there 
is an army of upwards of 20,000 regulars 
sent against the people who have shewn 
discontent in the northern counties; that 
there are soldiers to guard mills, and facto* 
ries, and country-hoifses ; (hat soldiers per* 
form the police of the towns, day and night ; 
that, upon any little assemblage of the peo- 
ple, be the occasion what it cnay, soldiers 
are called out aQd marched against them ; 
that, even when the people of Nottingham . 
met to express their joy at the death of Per- 
ceval, soldiers were marched against them 
to compel them to disperse ; that soldiers 
are employed in scourins the country, in 
questioning travellers, and in taking people^ s 
arms out of their houses; that guards and . 
picquets are regularly mounted ; and, that, 
in the towns, the military officers question 
people as to who and what they are, and 

what is their business. All this, and a 

great deal more, has been stated in th^ 
news-papers, and that, too, as 1 observed 
before, inihe yrzy oi bravadOf as matter to 
boast of; it has been put forth in the way 
of shewing what a strong and vigorous sys-. 
tem of government we have got in Eng-, 

land. But, besides tliesc occasions of: 

employing the soldiers, it has been stated 
in the news- papers, and is, I believe, per* 
fectly true, that soldiers were marched, in 
order to convey Mr. Bellingham from the 
House of Commons to Newgate ; that sol- 
diers were called out, and remained ready to 
act, at a moment's warning, while his trial 
was going on; that large bodies of soldiers 
were marched to the metropolis, and some 
of them brought very near the spot, at the 
time of his execution ; that, at Chester, 
improving upon the London measures, sol- 
diers, regular soldiers, were stationed on 
the outside of the Court House while the 
trials of the fioters were going on; and. 
that the soldiers were actually ma relied to 
the place of execution; so that here, the 
whole affair, from beginning to end, was^^ 
as the news-papers tell us, done under the. 
1 protection of a military, a regular military; 

force. After all this, after, having seen 

this in England, the people of Bristol ought 
not to have been very much surprised ai 
seeing the soldiers marched into their city, 
and evai into their Guildhall ^ to superin- 
tend an election ; after having seen the sol- 
diers do all that we have recapitulated 
above, the people of Bristol ought, perhaps, 
to be surprised that they have merely made. 
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their appttarance iir Bristol in their loilitary 
capacity.—^ — It is right, however, that the 
people of all EnglaDd, and that those of 
other countries too (especially those of 
America) should know what is going on at 
Bristol, which City is now witne^ing the 
reality of what men were, only about 17 
years ago, punished for foretelluig ; they 
were punished for saying, that, if the peo- 
ple did not resist in time, this very thing 
would take place ! Well, it is come, and 
let those who inflicted that punishment en- 
joy the 0ung.t Let us stop here, and 

before we ^ay any more about Bristol, take 
a look back over the last twenty years. It 
is now just twenty since the first Proclama- 
tion was issued in England against the 
principles of the French revolutionists; 
soon ^fter began the prosecutions of Mr. 
Paine and those who sold his writings, the 
byrning of him in effigy, and, by Church 
aad King mobs, the attacking and destroy- 
ing of the property of those who were op- 
posed to entering inio a war against the 

French* Well, there is, now before 

ypu, the effect of that war thus far. What 
may be the final efiect I shall not even 
giuss at. I dare not say what I think will 
happen^ But, I may Mi/ii^, as yet. That 
is a sort of liberty which we Englishmen 
may boast of at any rate* Nor is it, I be- 
lieve, forbidden for us to iteeir satisfaction in 

our thoughts and expectations. In the 

mean while Corruption is uneasy ; she is 
be^t on tvtiY side ; her lies, her calum- 
nies, her shams, her tricks of all sorts now 
begin to fail her. . She may cry out as long 
as she pleases; her crocodile voice will 
alarm no one; she hae no longer tl^e means 
of inveigling victims into her murderous 
jaws. Whatever she does now she must 
do openly and barefacedly, and the efiect 
will be just what it ought i that 1$ to say, a 
daily increasing disposition in the people to 
dp all that in them lies to secure the inde* 
pendence of their country and their own 

liberties* When, in the year 1792, 

Citizen Chauvelin warned Pitt, and Jen» 
kinson, aqd their colleagues, against the con- 
sequences of the war; .whe^ they were 
B^ore solemnly warned of those conse- 
qivuic^ by Li Bk^un, then minister for fo- 
reign aSiirs; when thus warned, they 
laughed at the contemptible republicans; 
and, as they drew nearer to the mpment 
for beginning the war, ^hey were more and 
more contemptuous in their language. 
They, used, indeed, to speak of the assem- 
blies and generals of France as of a set of 
icavengert. Alasl how dearly has thif 



nation paid for their conduct ! And, who 
will ventture to say, what it has yet to suf- 
£er from that all fruitful source of evil ? 
And what a figure do the borough-monger 
crew now make, compared with those 
whom they formerly treated with contempt ? 
The war, the twenty year/ war that 



we have carried |t>n, and that we are yet . 
engaged in, was b^un for the avowed pur* 
pose of preserving England from the conia^ 
gion of French principles. But, the prin- 
ciples of France have changed, and yet we 
continue the war t What is it, however, 
that agitates the nation now ? It cannot be , 
iht principles or the example of the French. 
Nay, we have heard great boasting, inces- 
sant boasting, that Napoleon had put an 
end to all the wild notions about liberty, by 
shewing to the world what they all teiul to. 
We have heard him thanked for this by 
those wretches who felt a fiend-like joy at 
the destruction of a free form of govern- 
ment in France. Well, then, if all has 
ended so much to their satisfaction in 
France, what makes them now uneasy? 
What can the people of England be han- 
kering after? Here we are, at the end of 
twenty years' war, with a mass of papers, 
seized ^pon persons said to be disafiected, 
and laid before the (louse of Commons IN 
A SEALED BAG! In a sealed bag ! hx 
a seated bag! How Citizen Ciiauvelin. 
must laugh when he reads of this. And 
how Le Brun must laugh. I dare say they 
will recollect the warning which they gave 
to Pitt and his colleagues. How Paipe 
would laugh if he were alive, and how 
Barlow and the American Democrats, not 
fcM-getting the exiles frOm Ireland and Eng- 
land, mu^t laugh, at hearing ot the SEAL- 
ED BAG ! The sealed bag at tlie end of 
twenty years of a war which was begun Xo 
preserve England from the effects of ^^ wild 
" notions" of the ** rights of man 1" What 
a thing for Napoleon and the world to 
know '. A ^aled bag ! But, let us re- 
turn to the Bristol Election, where w$ find 
the soldiers employed, thpugh there is a 
special act of parliament forbidding it, and 
though that act only declares the aucient 
common-law. The soldiers have been em* 
ployed, notwithstanding there were hun-^ 
dreds of men, armed with bludgeons, 
painted blue^ that is to say, the colours of 
Davis, and though these men were, it 
seems, sworn in as special Constables. — : — 
This brings the matter to a point. Troops 
have been marched into a city while an 
election was going on* , This the usage im- 
memorial, and wo the positive law, says 
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shall n$i bi. Now, then, wc shall sec, 
whether these are to be openly violated with 
impnnnj ; we shall now see, whether sol- 
diers are, at last, to be marched into a 
place where an election is actually going on, 
witliout retidering that election void. All 
the excuses about rioting and about danger 
(opraperfy I shall hereafter shew not to be 
worth a straw. The troops were marched 
in, and marched in, too, after the people 
had beaten the bludgeon-men of the man 
who professed himself to be in favour of 

the government. There is no such thing 

as doing away these facts ;' and the question 
must now be settled. — For having brought 
this important matter to issue we have to 
thank Mr. Hunt. If he had not appeared 
in Bristol, there would have been NO 
ELE'GTION at all upon this occasion. 
The people would not have known, that 
Bragge Bathurst had vacated. The affair 
yfoM have been as snug as an election at 
Old Sarura. Mr. Protuero has published 
a declaration, in which he states, that it 
vfz$ not his intention to oppose the Candi- 
date of the White Lion Club; and, we 
know, that Sir Samuel Romilly.'s friends do 
not oppose him ; but, I sec, that those Edi- 
tors of news- papers at Bristol, who arc/pr 
Sir Samuel Romilly^ do publish most 
abusive, most outrageously abusive, things 
against Mr. Hunt. AtOongst other things 
that they charge him wiib, is, *' his fa- 
** Mrr's havteg sold wheat in Marlborough 

" market at a guinea a bushel.** -Mr. 

Hunt is no Lambkin^ to be sure, but this is 
vfery much like the reasoning of the wolf; 
and, really, his opponents appear to be very 

much of the wolf cast. This charge I 

give as a specimen; the others will have no 
more weight with any man of sense and 
candour than this will have; and, what- 
ever the friends of Sir Samuel Roipilly may 
hope; whatever reliance they may place 
upon the power of the cant which they are 
making use of, they will not succeed in 

their views.-* The Morning Chronicle^ 

under the form of a letter from Bristol, has 
this day opened a direct battery upon Mr. 
Hunt. Will not this* open the eyes of all 
those who are deceived by the friends of 
Sir Samuel Romilly ? I again state, that 
Mr. Hunt has offered to withdraw his pre- 
tensions, if Sir Samuel Romiliy will dis- 
tinctly pledge himself to support JParUa- 
mentaxy Reform: and, if the latter will not 
do this, upon what ground is it that any 
refornur can' support him : Let Sir Sa- 
muel Roroilly have all the praise that is due 
to him ; and that is a great deal, for his 



exertions in the cause of humanity ; but, 
let him not be praised and elected as a par- 
liamenlaru reformer j when he does not 
even pro(ess that he is one. Those, in- 
deed, who arc not for a real reform of the 
parliament ; and, by the word reform, only 
mean to express such a change as would af- 
ford them a chance of getting at a share of 
the public money ; those persons act verf 
consistently in preferring a member who is 
not for parliamentary reform; but, they 
will have a great deal more cunnmg than 
they have (and that is not a little), before 
they will persuade me, that they are Re- 
formers. The main thing, however, 

for the people to keep in view, as Jio the 
Bristol Election, is, that the two factions 
have c\tZT\y agreed not to cross one another. 
the White Lion Club's member is not to be 
oppqsed by either Mr. Prothero or by Sir 
Samuel Romiliy. So, here is the compro- 
mise clearly settled I 1 shall resume the 

subject in my next. 

Mr. Eaton. — Paine* s Age of Reason. — 
I perfectly agree with L. L. respecting the 
use of the Pillory^ znd especially in the 
case of Mr. Eaton for publishing argu- 
nunls and opinions^ relative to matters of 
general public concern ; but his Letter it is 
not necessary to insert, seeing that tht pub* 
lie have pretty clearly expressed that their 
view of the" matter accords with that of 

L. L. 1 have received nothing from the 

Rector of Botley, in answer to my last no- 
tification. I hope he does not mean to 
bad out in the way there mentioned. I 
beg leave to remind him, that Mr. Eaton 
has been sentenced to ^ months imprison- 
ment and to stand once in the pillory for 
publishing the book in question ; that the 
Attorney General (Gibbs), in calling for 
punishment upon the head of this old man, 
asserted, that the principles contained in 
the book, if suffered to take root in tite 
minds of those who read it, must produce 
" consequences DREADFUL in the EX- 
TREME." That many hundreds of the 
book have been published is certain ; that 
these copies of the book have been read is 
also certain ; how, then, are these extreme- 
ly dreadful consequences to be prevented, 
except hy an answer to the book? And, 
have wc twenty thousand Clergymen, and 
will no one of them attempt to give us this 
answer ? Do they not think it worth while 
to answer a work, the consequences of 
which, if suffered to go unanswered, must 
be dreadful in the extreme ? Many of them 
are pretty constantly engaged in writing re- 
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views 2nA political pamphlets. This may 
be very proper. It may also be proper for 
them to be the foremost ia all court-ad- 
dresses; but, surely, they ought, then, to 
look to this ^^dreadfuV* work of Paine. 

They have been loud enough in llieir 

alarms about ^^ popery.** They have cried 
out that the " Church is in danger" from 
that. But, what do they mean by the 
Church? Do they mean the tithes, the 
corn-rents, the life-holds, the glebes, the 
mansions, the woods, the manors, the clois- 
ters, and the palaces? Do they call these 
** the Church f* If they tnean the congre- 
gations; if they mean their morals and 
souls, we have the assertion of the Attor- 
ney General, the charge of the Judge, the 
verdict of the Special Jury, and the punish- 
ment of Mr. Eaton, to produce in proof of 
the Church being in real danger from the 
suffering of Mr. Paine's boo^ to go unan- 
swered. Is it, therefore, to be believed, 
that twenty thousand Clergymen will leave 

it unanswered ? ^Since writing the above, 

I have received a letter from the Rector of 
Botlty, in which he tells me that I gave, 
last week, wrong information to my readers. 
Inspecting his intention. I there said, that 
he had ^' informed me, that he would not 
** write an answer, lest, by its being pub- 
'* lisbed at Mr. Eaton's shoo (as I had pro- 
*' posed), he, the Rector, should contribute 
«* to the MERCENARY views of the 

"CONVICTED vender thereof." 

Whereupon, as the reader will recollect, I 
offered to have the answer publbhed at my 
own expease, ^at any shop that the Rector 
might choose ; to sustain the loss^ if any, 
and, if any^m/i, to let the Rector himself 
choose a man amongst his poor parishioners 
on whom to bestow it.. Even this, how- 
ever, does not, it seems, meet the approba- 
tion of the Rector ; who now tells me, that 
he, in his former note, did not siv, that he 
would wriie no answer ^ but that, for the rea- 
son stated, " he refused accepting such a me- 
** dium^ and resolved to adopt that sort of 
^' publication, which he might deem most 
•* likely to answer his views : viz. the ex- 
" posure of falsehood and refutation of 

** blasphemy." It fs very true, that, 

at the time of writing his former notCs the 
Rector might have formed this resolution ; 
but, it is equally true, that he did not lei 
drop a word to me about it. He merely 
told me, that he would not publish through 

the medium that I had mentioned. Let 

us, however, understand one another now, 
if we can. He says, he resolved to pub- 
Ibb, though not from Mr. £;iton's shop ; 



but, he does not now say, that he will^ or 
that he will not^ accept of my last offer, 
to publish from any shop that he may 
choose, and to apply the gain, if any, to 
the purpose of makinc a poor family happy. 

To be sure I have no right to call 

upon him to put his work into my hands, 
or to apply the profits of it in any particu- 
lar way ; but, he accepted of my offer ^ and 
authorized me to promise, iu his name, an 
answer to Paine's work. However, >a 
little matter shall not turn me from my 
point. He resolved^ it seenis, to pubHsh 
an answer in some way or other. Very 
well, then, here we have his resolution, 
when or how he means to act upon it he 
does not say ; but, that he shall not want 
reminding of this resolution the public may 

rest assured. What I have farther to 

say upon this subject will astonish the 

reader. The truth is, that the Rector 

of Botley, whom, one would have thought^ 
would have received with eagerness and 
delight an invitation to shew his zeal in 
defence of that religion, to be a supporter 
of which he had, at his ordination, de- 
clared that he felt himself called by the 
Holy Ghost; -oat would have thought, that 
he would have hastened to express his gra« 
titude to me for having given him such an 
occasion to prove himself worthy of his 
calling, to show that he was sincere in his 
solemn declaration, and to prevent those 
** extremely dreadful consequences" for 
having attempted to produce which, Mr, 
Eaton was sentenced to a lone imprisoimient 
and to standing in the pillory; but, in- 
stead of expressions of kindness and of gra* 
titude, I did, in fact, receive from my 
pastor expressions o( anger and resentments 
He has written me two leiipn since, still 
rising, i think, in acrimoniousness of 
style. In every letter, he calls upon me, 
in a most menacing tone^ to publish, not 
only these letters, but others^ which have 
passed between us a long while before a 
word was said about Mr. EATON or 
Paine's Age of Reason. 1 hereby in- 
form him, that, at present, I do not see 
sufficient cause for my doing this ; but^ 
that, if he does sec sufficient cause for his 
doing it, he has my full liberty to make the 
publicaiion in arty manner that he may 
think proper^ provided he publish my 
letter as well as his own letters, and also 
the parts of the Register, to which the 

correspondence refers. If he does this, 

/ will never even publish a single word in 
the way of answer to his publication^ but 
will leave the world to form its judgment 
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even upon his oMm statement, 
this I shall, I hope, receive no mofe me- 
nacing calls for publication. The Rec- 
tor manifestly has kept copies of his letters. 
If, however, it should happen to be other- 
ivise, I shall readily furnish him with 
copies. 

Wm. cobbett. 

Siaie Prison^ Ktwgale^ July 8, 
181^, -where I have just paid 
a thousand pounds fine TO 
THE Kl^fO: and much good 
ma^ it do kis Majesty! 



THE LUDDITES, 

OR 

HISTORY OF THE SEALED BAG, 

No. II. 

In my last, under this head, I inserted 
^nd (commented <m, an article, published 
by the hireling press, about a row at the 
Theatre at Nottingham* The following 
letter, published in the Nottingham Review 
of the 3d of July, will shew bow falsff and 
how base wer&^e chajrges coiuatoed in that 
artickf 
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LiBJtLS AGAINST THE PlOPLE 01 NOT- 
TIHGBAW* 

To the Editor of the Jfottingham Review. 
SiR^ — It seems that a dark scheme has 
been laid by several iQharacter-assassins, for 
the purpose of exciting the particular re- 
sentment of Government against the inha- 
bitants of this town, as several of the Lon- 
don papers of this wee^ have teemed with 
abuse against them, equally false and ma- 
lignant. We are told that a man has been 
shot at, who bad been active in bringing 
the *<evil>disposed people to justice ;" that 
<< parties of these deluded people are in the 
habit of assembling in difierent parts of the 
town, to carry their revengeful designs into 
execution ; that it is dangerous for the mili- 
tary to walk the streets in the evening ; that 
on the Mth ult. Brisade-Major Humphries, 
who is •u the Staff here, was laid wait for 
on his return from the Theatre (which 
seems to be a favourite resort of these law- 
less ruffians) by a large party, and without 
the slightest provocation on his part, was 
knocked down by a shower of stones, two 
of which took efifect, and one, which struck 
bim on the forehead, nearly terminated his 
existence ; and that an Officer of the Somer- 
set Militia, who was quietly walkinz along 
the streets, was assaulted by a considerable 



party of these desperadoes, and narrowly 
escaped with his life," 8cc. Now, Sir, the 
truth or falsehood of these grave charges 
will shew what credit is due to the testimony 
of these calumniators, who seem to ape the 
conduct of those worthy gentry, that some 
time ago corresponded with the celebrated 
and honest John Bowles. — It is true that a 
man was shot at eight miles hence on the 
20th ultimo; but the writers in question 
might with as much propriety have charged 
the Lord Chancellor of England with hav- 
ing been accessary to the assassination of 
Mr. Perceval, as to implicate the people of. 
Nottingham with an attempt on the life of 
a man eight miles hence, for his Lordship 
was very likely much nearer the House of 
Commons when Beliingham drew the fatal 
trigger. — As to the other charges, brought 
by these scribbling gentlemen^ they are still 
of a more infamous complexion ; but a 
short statement of facts will set the busi- 
ness to riffhts. — The Theatre is described 
as having been the rallying point for a set 
of ruffians ; and, perhaps, this may prove 
correct ; for it can be proved by many re- 
spectable witnesses, that few evenings pass- 
ra over during the late season of perform- 
ance at that should-be place of social amuse- 
ment, without a row being kicked up by: 
certain military characters, and a few strip-, 
ling ruffians who had honourably ^ilisted 
under their warlike banners. — The practice 
generally was for these worthies to makjQ 
their sober appearance at hal/price^ and as 
soon as the curtain fell, to vociferate ** God 
" save the King;" and those who did not 
immediately obey their second imperious 
mandate, which was ** hats off," were in- 
stantly assailed with oaths, sticks, swords, 
fcc. Forty in politics made no distinction 
here ; for many persons of great respecta- 
bility, who are known to be staunch friends 
to what is called '< the high party," met 
with much abuse, because Uiey chose to act 
as men ; nay, many of the fair sex felt the 
effects of the gentlemanly conduct of some 
of these defenders of our count ry^ and their 
worthy coadjutors. One of them, a couspi- 
cuous officer of the 45th, for abusing a mau 
in the pit, was brought before the Magis- 
trates; and had not the prosecutor have 
taken the hush money ^ he would have ap- 
peared in his true colours in a court of jus- 
tice ; a gentleman of high character both for 
property and personal respectability, was a 
volunteer evidence on the occasion, but who 
has had the tables turned upon him for his 
services ; for this same gallant Officer has 
since caused him to be boimd over to the 
Sessions, on a charge of having excited an 
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assault upon the latter, though I do not un- 
dentand that he exhibited any honourable 
wounds obtained in either his offensive or 
defensive operations. A jury will, how- 
ever, set this business to rights. — As to the 
charge ab9ut the Somerset Officer, I will 
beg leave to inform you, that his valour 
had often been displayed against the hals of 
the audience in thb Theatre, and that he 
one evening received a severe chastisement 
hy the aid, as I understand, of a horse-- 
whipf for which he has caused a man to be 
bound over to the Sessions. — ^As to the 
Wound received by Brigade-Major Hum- 
phries, i have no doubt, but every person 
in the town laments the unfortunate circum- 
stance ; because, since his residence here, 
he has invariably conducted himself as a 
jgentleman* The truth is, however, that as 
he was departing from the Theatre, in coni- 
pany with some other officers, he was struck 
on the forehead by a stone, or some other 
h^rd substance ; but, happy I am to say, so 
far from his life being endangered by the 
blow, that a gentleman of my acquaintance 
met him the next morning going\ibout his 
business. — The principal sufierer in conse- 
quence of these outrages, is Mr. Robertson, 
'one of the Managers t>f the Theatre ; who, 
asagtod husband, k good father, and in 
other respects, a good member of society, it 
grieves me to say, was deprived of hb bene* 
fit, the Mayor ordering the Theatre to be 
shut ; but who, I hope, will be remune- 
rated when he makes his appearance here 
at the Races. — The writer of the inflamma- 
tory article in one of the London papers, 
whose character and station in life, I be- 
lieve, 1 am acquainted with, concludes by 
saying, *' It is a lamentable circumstance, 
that with the powers granted by the Watch 
and Ward Bill, such acts of atrocity should 
not be prevented." To this I will reply, 
that, with the exception of the disturb- 
ances occasioned as above described, so 
peaceable is the state of the town, that the 
Magistrates have not seen it necessary to 
saddle the inhabitants with the expense ancl 
trouble of Watching and Warding since the 
5th of June. So much for the veracity of 
these correspondents to the London papers ! 
A Frixnd to Truth. 



the Prince Regent to make to Lord Gren- 
ville and me, has been confirmed by sub- 
sequent reflection, as well as by the opinioti 
of Lord Grenville, and, indeed, of every 
person with whom I have hitherto had an 
opportimity of consulting. — I have the ho- 
nour to be, with the highest rc^rd, my 
Lord, your Lordship's very faithful, hum- 
ble servant. Grey. 



MINISTERIAL NEGOCIATIONS. 
Documents published, relating to the 

LATE NeGOCIATIONS FOR IIAICING A NSW 

Ministry. ' 

f Continued from page S9. J ' 
day expressed to you, as to the nature of 1 an<!l jealousy that we ibject 
i!ie proposal wh;ch you were authortzea by 



No. 19. — Lord Grey's and Lord GrenvilU's 
Repfyj (June M) to Lord fVelUsley's 
Minute of the 1st of June. 
My Lord, We have considered, with 
the most serious attention, the minute which 
we have had the honour to receive from 
your Lordship; and we have communi- 
cated it to such of our friends as we have 
had the opportunity of consulting. — On the 
occasion ot a proposal made to us under the 
authority of His Royal Highness the Prince 
Regent, we wish to renew, in the most 
solemn manner, the declaration of our un- 
feigned desire to have facilitated, as far as 
was in our power, the means of giving 
effect to the late vote of the House of Com- 
mons, and of averting the imminent and 
unparalleled dangers of the country. — No 
sense of the jpul^jc distress and difficulty, 
no personal feelings of whatever descrip- 
tion, would have prevented us, under such 
drcomstances, from accepting, with du- 
tiful submission, any situations in which 
we could have hoped to serve His Royal 
Highness usefully and honourably^ — But it 
appears to us, on the most dispassionate 
reflection, that the proposal stated to us by 
your Lordship cannot justify any such ex- 
pectation. — We are invited pot to discuss 
with your Lordship, or with any other 
public men, according to the usual prac- 
tice in such cases, the various and impor- 
tant considerations, both of measures and 
of arrangements, which belong to the 
formation of a new government in all its 
branches ; but to recommend to His Royal 
Highness a number, limited by previous 
stipulatfon, of persons willing to be in- 
cluded in a Cabinet, of which the outlines 
are already definitely arranged. — To this 
proposal we could not accede without the 
sacrifice of the Very object which the House 
of Commons has recommended, the forma- 
tion of a strong and efiicient Administra- 
tion. We enter not into the examination 
of the relative proportions, or of the par- 
ticular arraAgeiuents which it has been 
judged necessary thus previously to esta- 
blish. It is to the principle of disunion 

To the sup- 
posed balance of contending interests ir 
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cabinet, so measured out by preliminary 
stipulations. The times imperiously re- 
quire an Administration miited in prin- 
ciple, and strong in mutual reliance, pos- 
sessing also the confidence of the crown, 
and assured of its support in those healing 
measures, which the public safety requires, 
and which are ncce.r.ary to secure to the 
government tlie o;:»in"'.>n 3nd affeaions of 
the people. — No such hope i." ; re en ted to 
us by this projrcr, v,-hiv-li a;-p:-ivi fo us 
equally new in prar-jo:, a:ri (/rv-u.i'^ijaMe 
in principle. It ten's, as we ihaik, to 
establish within the Cribme^ ir^cU a system 
of counteraction, inconsi t^iu with the pro- 
secution of any uniform and beneBcial course 
of policy. — We must therefore request per- 
mission to decline all participation in a go- 
vernment constituted upon such principles. 
Satisfied, as we are, that the certain loss 
of character, whidi must arise from it to 
ourselves, could be productive only of dis- 
union, and weakness in the Administration 
of the public interests. — We have the ho- 
nour to be, my Lord, your Lordship's 
most faithful, and most obedient humble 
servants, Grey. 

Grcnvillc. 

No. 20. — Explanalpn/ teller fr'on^ Lord 
Moira to Lord Grey^ June 3(f, on the 
subject of Lord Wellesle/s Minute, 
Xo. 17. 

My dear Lord,-;--Thc answer which you 
and Lord Grenville have returned to the 
proposal made by Lord Wellesley, seems 
to throw an oblique imputation upon me : 
therefore 1 intrcal yoilr re-considcraiion of 
your statemeotj as far as it may convey 
that impeachment of a procedure in which 
I was involved. You represent the pro- 
position for aja arrangement submitted to 
you as one calculated to found, a Cabinet 
upon a principle of counteraction. When 
the most material of the public objects, 
which were to be the immediate ground of 
that Cabinet's exertion, had been previ- 
ously understood between the parties, I 
own it is difficult for me to compi-ehend 
what principle of counteraction could be 
introduced. If there be any ambiguity 
which does not strike me, in Lord Wei* 
lesley's last paper, surely the consti-uction 
ought to be sought in the antecedent com- 
munication ; and I think the basis on which 
that communication had annoimced the in- 
tended Cabinet to stand, was perfectly 
clear. — With regard to the indication of 
certain individuals, 1 can assert tbat it was 
a measure adopted through* (he highest 



spirit of fairness to you and your friends. 
Mr. Canning's name was mentioned, be- 
cause Lord Wellesley would have declined 
office without bim ; and it was a frankness 
to apprize you of it : and Lord Erskinc''s 
and mine were stated with a view of show- 
ing, that Lord Wellesley, so far from 
having any jealousy to maintain a prepon* 
derance in the Cabinet, actually left a ma- 
jority to those who had been accustomed 
to concur upon most public questions ; and 
he specified Lord Erskinc and myself, that 
you might see the number submitted for 
your exclusive nomination was not narrow- 
ed by the necessity of advertence to us. 
The choice of an additional member of the 
Cabinet left to you, must prove how un- 
distin^ishabl6 we considered our lintercsts 
and your's, when this was referred to your 
consideration as a mere matter of convc^ 
nience, the embarrassment of a numerous 
Cabinet being well known. The reference 
to members of the late Cabinet, or other 
persons, was always to be coupled with 
the established point, that they were such 
as could concur in the principles laid 4oWn 
as the foundation for the projected ministry. 
And th^ statement was principally dictated 
by the wish to shew, that no systemof ex- 
clusion could interfere with the arrange- 
ments which the public service might de- 
mdnd. On the selection of those persons, 
I aver the opinions of you. Lord Gren- 
ville, and the others whom you might 
bring forward as members of the Cabinet, 
were to operate as fully as our own, and 
this was to be the case also with regard to 
subordinate offices* The expression, that 
this was left to be proposed by Lord Wel- 
lesley, was intended to prove that His 
Royal Highness did not, even in the most 
indirect manner, suggest any one of those 
individuals. It is really impossible that 
the spirit of fairness can have been carried 
farther than has been the intention in thb 
negotiation. . I therefore lament most- 
deeply, that an arrangement so important 
for. the interests of the country should go 
off upon points which I cannot but think 
wide of the substance of the case. Moira. 

No. "il.—Lord Wellesley lo Lord Moira^ 
approving Lord Moira' s Letter , fXo. 
20,y to Lord Grey, of the 3d June. 
My dear Lord, — I return the copy of 
your Lordship's letter to Lord Grey. This 
communication to Lord-Grey is most. use- 
ful, and the substance of it is admirably 
judicious, clear, and correct. — My decla- 
ration, this day, in the House of Lords, 
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was indispensably aecessary to ray public 
and private honour ; both of which would 
have been involved, if I had not, in full 
Parliament, announced, that I had re- 
signed the commission, with which His 
Royal Highness had cbalrged me. 

Wellesley, 

No. M. — Lcrd Grey's Reply to Lord 
Moira's Letter (Ko. ^0,; of the 3d of 
June. 4th June, 181^. 
My dear Lord, — Being obliged to go im- 
mediately from the House of Lords to a 
dimier party, and afterwards to a meeting 
at Lord Grenville's, which occupied me 
till a late hour, it was not in my power to 
answer your letter last night. — You must 
be too well aware of my personal feelings 
towards you, of my esteem for your cha- 
racter, and of my confidence in your bo- 
nouD^ to entertain any opinion respecting 
your conduct, inconsistent with those sen- 
timents. ' Nothing, therefore, could ■ be 
more remote from my intention, and I am 
desired by Lord Grenvilie, to whom I have 
shewn your letter, to give you the same 
assurance on his part, than to cast any im- 
putation whatever on you, as to the part 
you have borne in the proceedings which 
have iately taken place, for the formation 
of a new Administi-ation. We know with 
how sincere an anxiety for the honour of the 
Prince, and for the public interest, you 
have laboured to effect that object. — What- 
soever objections we may feel, thei-efore, 
to the proposal which has been made to us, 
we beg they may be understood as having 
no reference whatever to any part of your 
conduct. That proposal was made to us 
in a formal and authorized communication 
from Lord Wellesley, both personally to 
me, and afterwards in a written minute. 
It appeared to us to be founded on a prin^ 
ciple to which we could not assent, con- 
sistently with our honour, and with a due 
sense of public duty. The grounds of this 
opinion have been distinctly stated in our 
joint letter to Lord Wellesley, nor can they 
be altered by a private explanation; which, 
though it might lessen some obvious ob- 
jections to a. part of the detail, still leaves 
the general character of the proceeding un- 
changed. Nothing could be more painful 
to me than to enter into any thing like a 
controversial discussion with you, in which 
I could only repeat more at large the same 
feelings and opinions which, in concur- 
rence with Lord Grenvilie^ 1 have already 
expressed in our formal answer. I beg 
only to assure you, before I conclude, that 



I have felt very sensibly, and shall always 
have a pleasure in acknowledging your per- 
sonal kindness to me in the course of this 
transaction. — I am, with every sentiment 
of true respect and attention, &c.&;c. Grey. 

No. 23.— I<?rrf WeUe$Uy"s Reply to the 
Letter (Xo, \9J from Lords Grey and 
Grenvilie^ of the 3d of June. 
My Lords, — I received the letter, by 
which I was honoured from your Lorci- 
ships this morning, with the most sincere 
regret ; and I have discharged the painful 
duty of submitting it to His Royal High- 
ness the Prince Regent. It would have 
aflforded me some consolation, if the con- 
tinuance of (he authority confided to me by 
His Royal Highness had enabled me, un- 
der His Royal Highness's commands, to 
offer to your Lordships a full and candid 
exphnation of those points in my minute 
of the 1st of June, which your Lordships 
appear to me to have entirely misappre- 
hended. But as His Royal Highness has 
been pleased to Intimate to me his pleasure, 
that the formation of a new Administration' 
should be intrusted to other hands, I have 
requested permission to decline all further 
concern in this transaction. — I remain, 
however, extremely ;^^ixious to s|(ibmit to 
your Lordships, some explanatory observ- 
ations respecting the communications which 
I have had the honour to make to yen ; and 
I trust that your Lordships vvill indulge 
me with diat advantage, although I can 
no longer address you under tKe sanction 
of the Prince Regent's authority. — I have 
the honour to be, with great respect, my 
Lords, your most faithful, and obedient 
servant, Wellesley. 

No. 24. — Lord Wellesley to Lord Crey^ on 
the same Subject^ 4^ted \th June* 
My Lord, — When I applied yesterday 
to your Lordship and Lord Grenvilie, for 
permission to submit to you some expla- 
natory observations, respecting the com- 
munications which I have had tlie honour 
to make to you by the authority of the 
Prince Regent, I was not aware that Lord 
Moira had addressed a letter tp your Lord- 
ship of the same nature as that which I 
was desirous of conveying to you.-^The 
form of such a letter, . either from Lord 
Moira or me, must have been private, as 
neither of us possessed any authority from 
the Prince Regent, to open any further 
communication with your Lordship, or with 
Lord Grenvilie; a circumstance which I 
deeply lament, under a sanguine hope, 
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that addkioDd explanations} sanctioned hy 
tuthority, might have removed the existing 
obstacles to an amicable arrangement. — 
Lord Motm has sent me a copy of his let- 
ter* to yoar Lordship of yesterday's date ; 
and as it contains an accurate; clear, and 
cahdid sutement of the real objects of the 
proposal, which I conveyed to you, it ap- 
pears to me to have furnished you with as 
full an explanation as can be given in an 
authorized paper. Under these circum- 
stances, it might be deemed siuperfluous 
trouble to your Lordship and to Lord Cren- 
ville, to solicit your attention to a private 
letter from me ; although I should be most 
happy if any opponunity were afforded, of 
renewing a conciliatosy intercourse, under 
the commands of the Prince Regent, with 
a view to attain the object of our recent 
communications. — I have the honour to be, 
with great respect, my Lord, your Lord- 
ship's most faithful aiid humble servant, 
Wellesley. 

No. 25. — Lord Grey's Reply to Lord Wel- 
lesley' s LelUr, /To. 44, June 4/A, 1812. 
My Lord, I have had the honour of re- 
ceiving your Lordship's Letter of this day's 
date. — As Lord Moira has commtmicated 
to your Lordship the copy of his letter to 
me, I take it for granted that you have in 
the same manner been put in possession of 
my answer, which contains all that I can 
say with respect to the explanation of the 
proposal made by your Lordship to Lord 
Grenville and myself. — ^I was perfectly 
aware, that Lord Moira's letter could in no 
degree be considered as an authorized com- 
munication, but ^hat it was simply a pri« 
vate explanation, offered for the purpose of 
removing the objections which had been 
stated by Lord Grenville and me to the pro- 
posal contained in the written minute 
transmitted to us by your Lordship, under 
the authority of the Prince Regent. But 
though it could not vary the effect of that 
minute in my opinion, I was happy to re- 
ceive it as an expression of personal regard, 
and of that desire, which we readily ac- 
knowledge both in your Lordship and Lord 
Moita, and which is reciprocal on the part 
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of Lord Grenville and myself, that no dif- 
ference of opinion on the matter in ques- 
tion should produce on either side any per- 
sonal impression, which might obstruct the 
renewal of a conciiiatorv intercourse, when- 
ever a more favourable opportunity shall 
be afforded for it. — I have the honour to 
be, with the highest reeard, my Lord, 
your Lordship's very faithful humble ser-^ 
vant. Grey. 

No. 26. — Lord Moira to Lords Gr^ and 
Grenville^ proposing an Mtrview with 
Mem, 5lh Jane. 

Lord Moira presents his best compli* 
ments to Earl Grey and Lord Grenville. 
Since Lord Wellesley has declared his 
commission from the ' Prince Regent to be 
at an end. Lord Moira (as being honoured 
with his Roval Highness's conBdence) ven- 
tures to incfulge the atixiety he feels, that 
an arrangement of the utmost importance 
for the interests of the country should not 
go off on any misunderstanding. — He there- 
fore entreats Lord Grey and Lord Grenville 
to advert to the explanatory letter^ of the 
third of June, written by him to the for- 
mer. And if the dispositions therein ex* 
pressed shall appear to them likely to lead, 
upon conference, to any advamageous re* 
suit towards co-operation in the Prbce's 
service, he will' be happy to have an inter- 
view with them. — Should the issue of that 
conversation prove such as he would hope, 
his object would be to solicit the Prince 
Regent's permission to address them for- 
mally. He adopts this mode to preclude 
all difficulties in the outset. Let him be 
permitted to remark, that the very urgent 
pressure of pubKc affairs renders the most 
speedy determination infinitely desirable. 
— N. B. This was written in the presence 
of the Duke of Bedford, in consequence of 
confversation with his Grace ; and was by 
him carried to Lord Grey. 

No. 27, -^^ole from Lords Grey and Gren^ 
ville, declining unauthorized Discussions ^ 
bth June. 
We cannot but feel highly gratified by , 

the kindness of the motive on which Lord 
ffo be continued, J 
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ENGLISH LIBERTY OF THE PRESS, 

As Uluslraied in the History of the Prose- 
cution and Punishment of William 
GoBBfcTT, ofBotley^for writings and for 
publishing in the Political Register ^ Re- 
marks upon the flogging of English Local 
Militiamen i in June 1809, and also Re^ 
marks upon the employing of German 
i'r^S upon that occasion. 

Look at the Motto! English reader, 
Look at the Motto! For making re- 
marks upon the contents of that Mdtto; for 
expressing, or endeavouring to express, my 
feelings upon the subject of it; for this I 
was sentenced to endure (if I lived so long) 
two years' imprisonment in Newgate ; to 
pay, if I should live out the time, a thou- 
sand pounds TO THE KING ; and to en- 
ter into bonds, with two sureties, to pay 
FIVE THOUSAND POUNDS more, if, 
in the course of seven )'ears, I did what the 
law might, in any case, denominate bad 
behaviour. The sentence has been exe- 
cuted ; the two years I have passed in New- 
gate, in spite of fool air and jail-distem- 
pers ; ana, having had health and strength 
sufficient for that, I have been called upon 
by the Officers of the Prince Regent, in the 
name and behalf of the K'mgj to pay the 
thoosand poonds, which I have paid ac* 
cordingly ; and I have, by the same autho- 
rity, been called upon for my bonds and 
my sureties, which have also been given. 

^The transaction being, therefore, now 

pretty complete, this appears to me to be 
the proper time for giving the world a his- 
tory of; or, at least, such an account of it 
as may serve to give to all persons who 
read the English language a pretty correct 
idea of what the Liberty of the PiesSy in 
i)ngland, really is. This account natu- 
rally divides itself into four parts : Pirst^ 
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an account of what took place previously to 
the trial; Second^ the trial iaA itHrcsult ; 
Thirds the nature aiid effect of the impri- 
sonment; and, Fourth^ what took place at 
the expiration thereof, to the time of my ar- 
rival at Botley, where I now am. 

First, as to what took place pre9iousbj 
to the trials the article, for which I was' 
prosecuted, was published on the 1st of 
July, 1S09, and I was not brought to trial 
till nearly a year afterwards. The pro- 
ceedioff was hj way of Inforwtalian Ex- 
OJUciohy the. AtXorntf General ; and, as it 
may be useful to the people of this country, 
and, indeed, of other countries too, to know 
what an Information Ex-Officia really 
means, I will here endeavour to give a' 
faint sketch of its nature and extent. And 
this is the more necessary, seeing that there 
are new governments now formiug in the 
world. Our "great law-characters" tell 
us, that this power of the Attbrney Gene- 
ral is one of the main features in the Eng- 
lish constitution ; and, therefore, rt ts riglit 
that the Lawgivers of other countries should 
know something about it. At the outset of 
the French Revolution many persons in this 
country were angry with the people of 
France, expressed great resentment against 
them, and, finally, became their settled 
enemies, because they did not make a go- 
.vemment like ours» It is, therefore, right,' 
now, when some other countries are aboui 
to form new governments, to furntsli ihcir 
Lawgivers with the means of judging of 
that, under which we live. To go into all 
the branches of our cohstitution, as nov\^ 
practised ; to point oiit all its efiects upon 
the people, would require mUch more time 
than I have, or ever shall have, to spare. 
But, as to EX-OFFICIO INFORMA- 
TIONS and SPECIAL JURIES, they ai« 
tbiags which I understand, and of them 1 
shSPspeak for the use of the world. If the 
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reader finds vie, in some instances, doing 
little mote tlan repeat Mr hat I have, at dif- 
ferent times, ^before said, I beg him to bear 
in mind, that what may not be nav to some 
may be new to others; and that, besides, 
the present is a suitable occasioh for 
spreading through the whole world, and 
for putting upon record, in a compact (brm, 
for the use of posterity, not only all the 
facts relating to my prosecution aiid punish- 
ment, but an account of all the meaor 

which have been therein made use of. 

Having, therefore, stated the nature of the 
charge against me, the next thing to be 
done is to explain the mode of proceeding. 

^ 1 was, as I said before, prosecuted by 

ttie ATTORNEY GENERAL, that is to 
say, by a person who performs the office of 
government accuser, or prosecutor, and 
whose accusations are generally made in the 
Ibrm of what is called an Information Ex- 
Ofiicio ; a thing, the nature of which I am 
now about to explain for the benefit of the 

world. £x Officio are two Latin words, 

and in this respect, amongst many others, 
the use of the '* Learned Languages^** as 
they are called, is found to be of great ser-* 
vice. These tw« words mean By Office^ or, 
perhaps, more fully, by pjivilege^ or in vir- 
iue^ of office. So ihat,Miu JnfornuUion Ex' 
ilfficio is an Information laid by the Attor- 
ney General in virtue, or by the privilege, 
of his Office^ Aye, but what is an ii\for' 
maiion? When any man has committed 
what is called, by our laws, a crinuj and 
be is prosecuted for it, there must be an 
accusation preferred against him, and this 
accusation, when drawn up, is called a bill 
of INDICTMENT, which indictment, be- 
fore' the party accused can be put upon his 
trial, is presented to a Grand Jury^ who, if 
they see no cause for prosecution, throw out 
the bill of indictment, or, if they see cause 
for prosecution, ^ncf the billy as it is called ^ 
that is to say, they carry it in to the Judge, 
and tell him, that it is a true Bill. But, ob- 
serve, that, before they can find the bill 
true, there must be witnesses examined by 
the Grand Jury upon oalh^ the Grand Jury 
being also upon their oaths; and thus, in 
this case, in this usual course of the law of 
the land, tvtry accused person has the 
^iouble security of oaths taken by those who 
judge of the matter alleged against him, 
and also by the witnesses to the facts of 
which he. is accused. ^ An INFORMA- 
JXJil^l^is i thing which supplies the place 
V W^' didi^tfli^t ; and, in all cases where 
indiv^»al5l^r^^the parlies, they must be 
K moY^:OT;^d^ affidavits, ordeposi- 
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tions, must be produced in support of the 
inotion, and the accused party mu^t have 
time and opportunity to be heard by him- 
self, or counsel, belore the Information is 
received by the Judges, and, of course, be« 
(ore the accused party can be put upon his 
trial. Here again, though there is no Grand 
Jury to stand between the accused and the 
prosecutor, there are the oaths of credible 
witnesses, and, which is of full as much 
importance SB the oaths of witnesses, there 
is a hearing of the party accused, before he 
can be put upon his trial, and subjected to 
all the inconvenience and expanse of a trial, 
which must always be heavy, and, some- 
times, enormous. But, in the case of In- 
formations Ex-Officio, there is no Grand 
jfunfj no witnesses^ no previous kearingj no 
oaths J no, nvr even any motion to the Courts 
Here the Attorney General, without any 
previous notice whatever, accuses any man 
whom he thinks proper to accuse, and 
brings him to trial in consequence of an In- 
formation, which he himself lays against 
him. AU that Ik has to do is to make out 
his Information, put it upon the file, or list, 
of the Gourt, and to send the accused party 
a little slip of paper, called a Subpoena, to 
come and answer to certain charges prefer^ 
red against kinu This is an Ssfpirmailm 
Ex Officio. — — Well, the party comes and 
gbes at once upon his trial ; and, if he be 
acquitted^ what then ? Why, he has good 
luck ; but he has all his harass of mind, all 
his loss of time, and all the heavy expenses 
of the law to sustain ; for, he gets no costs: 
no, nor any compensation of any sort. 
Suppose, that, after laying the informa- 
tion, the Attorney General does not choose 
to proceed? Why he does not choose it^ 
that's all. Oh ! I had like to have for- 
gotten ; the party has to sustam all his ejt- 

penses of preparation for trial. Besides 

this, the Attorney General has a new power 
given him by an Act of Parliament brought 
in by the late Attorney General (now 
Puisne Judge) Gibbs, and which was pass- 
ed in the 48th year of the King's reign* 
By this Act the Attorney General is em- 

})owered to hold to baii^ and, if bail be not 
bund, to imprison^ at once, by the consent 
of any single Judge, any man against whom 
he nuiy choose to lay au information. See, 
then, what his powers amount to: he can, 
by his sole will, without the intervention 
of a Grand Jury, and without a rule moved 
for in Gourt ; he can pitch upon any man 
that he chooses, and, without any oath 
made against such man, by ai^ body, he 
may put such man upon the list oi criminals 
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to be tritd ; and, to trial he may bring him^ 
witiiout any other ceremony than that of 
pending him a slip of paper, commaoding 
him to appear on such a day, to be deali 
with as the Court shall direct. This is pretty 
iffill for a beginning. But, if he chooses, he 
may nowj by the new Act brought in by 
^bis late Attorney General, have the 
man taken up like a thief or a highwayman, 
and make him give bail, or, if he has not 
bail ready, he may, by consent of a Judge, 
send him to jail at once; and this, yoii 
will observe, without there being any oaih 
made as to the man's having done any thing 
wrong ; all that is required to be proved^ in 
order to send such a man to jail, is, that the 
Attorney Genial has laid an information 
against him J Now, such bemg the case^ 
it is clear, that the Attorney General has, 
with the consent of any one Judge, the 
power of holding any man in £ngland to 
bail J be he who or what he may. He has 
the power of causing any man to be seized 
by a Tipstaff, and to be kept in custody till 
lie has found bail, and that, too, without 
being obliged to furnish the party so taken 
up and held to bail with any copy or state- 
ment of the charge against him. The At- 
torney General may do this to any man. 
There is no man that is not exposed to the 
operation of this power. Well, having ac- 
cused a man, having laid his Information 
against him ; having sent him a command 
to come and be triedy and having, perhaps, 
held him to bail ; having done this, he does 
not bring him to trial until he chooses. 
The Enslishman who is thus hooked, must 
wait till the Attorney General pleases to 
liave him tried. His command to come 
aiM!l be dealt with stands good. His bail 
hoXdii him on. And, if he cannot get bail, 
there he is injail^ as long as the Attorney 
General pleases; for, the latter may put off 
the triai for any length of lime. This is 
quite comfortable 1 The Attorney Gene- 
ral may put off the trial, if he likes, during 
the whole of a man's life time. He may 
lay his information when the man is single, 
as Mr. Home Tooke observed, and he may 
bring him to trial after he is married and 
has half a dozen children. He may inform 
against him while he is following one pro- 
l^on, and may fall on upon him with his 
trial when he is about to enter, or has en* 
tered, upon another. He xoisiy forgive^ too, 
of himself, after he. has laid the Informa- 
tion, after he has put a man upon the list 
of criminals to be tried, after hjB has com- 
manded him to come to be dealt with, after 
be has held him to bail, nay, after he has 



piit him in jail for want of bail ; after alt 
this he may forgive the man, of his own 
head, without bringing him . before the 
Gourt at all. Is it necessary to say any 
more about his powers i Is not this enough ? 
Well, suppose he chooses to try the man 
that be has informed against ? What, then. 
Why, then, the first step he takes, is, to 
demand a Special Jury^ that is to say, 
twelve men, out of forty-eight men, ALL 
APPOINTED BY THE MASTfUt OF 
THE CROWN OFFICE. The man wh« 
is to be tried may strike out 12 from the48» 
and so may the prosecutor; bnt, the whole 
48 are appointed by the MasUrofthe Croum 

Office, Well.- The Jury, tiius appoint* 

ed j does not appear ; or, only part of them 
come. The Attoiiiey General has the 
power to put off the trial; to say simply, I 
do not choose to try you now ; and you shall 
not be tried now, because I do not choose it. 
His will here is absolute. The Judges 
themselves have no power to force the trial 
on. Whether his Special Jury come, or 
noti he can put off the trial. And, on the 
contrary, if the. Special Jury do not come, 
or only a part of them come, he can de»- 
mand, if Me pleases, to have a Jury made 

up from the Common Jurors. ^Then, at 

the trial, he begins and speaks against the 
accused, and he has as many more as he 
pleases, at the public expense^ to speak on 
the same side. When that is done, tlie ac- 
cused ha^ to speak in his defence. And 
there, one would think, the thing would 
end. Oh! no; for, thotigh in all cases be- 
tween man and man, this is the practice, 
the Attorney General has the privilege of 
another speech after the defence is over; 
and into this speech he may bring whatever 
new matter he pleases. Ha may, indeed, 
resei've all the weighty part of his'allega* 
tions for this S[)eech, and thus leave the de- 
fendant without, in reality, any opportu- 
nity at all to defend himself.- U the 

man be found guilty, he may, or may not, 
be brought up for judgment, just a^ the At- 
torney General pleases. The man may be 
brought up and sentenced at the next term, 
or many years afterwards, during all which 
time, the liability to be brought up for 
judgment hangs over his head.-- — ^^If he be 
brought up, he may speak, or offer affida- 
vits ; but, after that the Attorney General 
and his coadjutors claim the right, and eK- 
ercisp it, of SPEAKING AGAIN, before 
the judgment is passed. This they always 
do; especially in ^ses o^ libel. Sup- 
pose tl]^ prosecuted man is acquitted : then 
he has aU his costs to pay: for the Crown 
C2 
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pays no c<^ts. The same is the case if the 
inan be never brought to trial. Sctil he 
has costs, and heavy costs too. He ts 
obti^d to pay for a copy of the accusatiim 
against him. Poor Gilbert Wakefield 
(whose case we must take care not to for- 
get) had to pay, he states, several pounds, 
in order to g/st at a knowledge of what he 
was accused oj; for, unless he paid this 
xnoney^ he would not have known what his 
alleged crime was, till he actually came to 
the place ef trial and heard the charge read 

against him. It is the same with every 

other man, who is prosecuted in this way. 
He may be, as we have seen, brought to 
court after court, and not tried for years, 
and, perhaps, not tried at all ; and, besides 
the harassing of this, he has to meet and 
support all the expenses. There may be 
just as many Informations laid agamst any 
man as the Attorney chooses to lay against 
him; he may be compelled to give bail 
upon every one of them, or he may be sent 
to jail; and, after all, he may, if the At- 
torney General, chooses, never be brought 
to trial at all ; and he has, for all this, no 
mode whatever of obtaining compensation 

or rtdress. Such are the poTvers of the 

Attorney General ; such is the nature of an 
Information £x-Officio^ such is the nature 
of a Special Jury; such wis the mode in 
which I was auused and broug/ht to trials 
nearly one whole year ajler the publication 
of tlu article for the publishing of which I 
was tried! 

Second, the trial and its result. At 
the trial I spoke in my own defence ; and, 
while the judge said, that, by my defence 
I had added to my crime^ while the Attor- 
ney General insisted on the same in his 
speech, and demanded additional punish- 
ment on that account; while they were 
saying this of my defence, there wire not 
wanting others to assert, that I had, in my 
defence, abandoned the cause. The tnith 
is; that I not only asserted, that my pub- 
lication was true; but, that it was right 
to make it. I insisted, that I had a right 
to complain of ihe acts performed at Ely. 
I reprobated those acts in the most severe 
terms; and said, that, as far as I was 
able I would go in endeavouring to put an 
end to the flogging of Englishmen and to 

the employing of German troops. 

This was the substance of what I said in 
the Court; and I should certainly have 
said a great deal more if I had been siifier- 

ed to reply tb the Attorney General. 

What took place after the trial, and until 
X was lodged in Newgate, 1 suted at the 



time, in an article, part of which I wiU 
here,, with very little abridgment, insert* 
It was written in my then new habitation, 
on the 14th of July, 1810, the anniversary* 
of the destruction of the Bastile ; and it waar 

as follows: " After having published 

seventeen volumes of this Work, embracing 
the period of eight years and a half, during 
which time I have written with my om 
hand nearly two thousand articles upoa 
various subjects, without having, except 
in one aingie instance, incurred even the 
threats of the law, I begin the Eighteenth 
Volume in a prison. In this respect, how- 
ever, I only share the lot of many men, 
who have inhabited this very prison before 
me ; nor have I the smallest doubt, that I 
shall hereafter be enabled to follow the 
example of those men. On the triumph- 
ing, the boundless joy, the feasting and 
shouting, of the Peculators, or Public 
Robbers, and of all those, whether profli- 
gate or hypocritical villains, of whom I 
have been the scourge, I look with con- 
tempt, knowing very well, feeling in my 
heart, that my situation, even at this time, 
is infinitely preferable to theirs; and, as 
to the future, I can reasonably promise 
myself days oJf peace and happiness, while 
continual dread must haunt their guilty 
minds ; while every stir, and e^ery sound 
roust make them quake for fear. Their 

day is yet to come. Before I renew my 

usual intercourse with my Readers, and 
oSer to them, as heretofore, my remarks 
upon political subjects, and subjects con- 
nected with politics, I think it necessary to 
say something, relative to the proceedings 
in the Court of King's Bench, the end of 
which proceedings has been my imprison- 
ment here. It is not my intention to pub- 
lish a full report of the Trial : that would 
be unnecessary ; but on many accounts, it 
may be useful merely to record the trans- 
action, previously to any remarks upon 

any part of it. FiRftT, then, I was 

prosecuted by way of Information of the 
Attorney General, for an article, publish- 
ed in the Political Register of the 1st of 
July, 1809, rtsptcting the Jlogging of cer' 
tain men in the Local MilUia^ in the town 
of Ely, and also, respecting the use made^ 
upon that occasion^ of a corps of foreign 
soldiers, called the King's German Legion. 

Secondly, the Trial took place on 

Friday, the I6th of June, 1810, when I 

was found gidlly^ by a Special Jury. 

TuiftHLY, on Wednesday, the 20th, I 
was compelled to give bail for my appear- 
ance in court to receive judgment, and, as 
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I came up from BoUty (to which place I 
had returned oa the evening of the 15tb) ^ 
Tip-Staff went down in order to seize m6 
personally, and to bring me up to London 

to give bail. -Fourthly, I was brought 

up to receive judgment on Thursday the 
5th of July, when, after the Attorney Ge- 
neral had made the speech, which I shall 
notice by-and-by, I was sent to the King's 
Bench Prison, and ordered to be brought 

up again on Monday the 9lh of July, 

FiTTBLY, on this last mentioned day, I 
was sentenced to be imprisoned in this 
prison for Two Years, to pay a fine of a 
Thousand Pounds to the King, and, at the 
expiration of the Two Years, to give bail, 
myself to the amount of Three Thousand 
Pounds, with two sureties to the amount of 
One Thousand Pounds each for my keep- 
ing the peace for Seven Years. The 

Attorney General was Sir Vicary Gibbs,"^ 
who was assisted by Mr. Garrow ; the 
Judge, who sat at the Trial, was Lord £1- 
kn^rough ; the four Judges who sat when 
the Sentence was pronounced were Lord 
£l]enborough and Judges Grose, Le Blanp, 
and Bailey ; the Sentence was pronounced 
by Judge Grose ; and the persons* com- 
posing the Jury were as follows ; 
- Thomas Rhodes, Hampstead Road 
John Davis, Southampton Place 

James £Uis, Tottenham Ct. Road 

' John Rithards, Bayswater 
Thomas Marsham, Baker Street 
Rob. Heathcote, High St. Maryleboue 



John Maud, 
George Baxter^ 
Thomas Taylor, 
David Deane, 
Wm. Palmer, 
Henry Favre, 



YorkPl.Marylebone 
Ghurch Ter.Pancras 
Red Lion Square 
St. John Street 
Upper St. Islington 
Pall Mall. 



So much for the mere names and dates 
belonging to the transaction. Now, as to 
the publication itself; as to the sort of 
prosecution and the manner of conducting 
it ; as to the charge of the Judge; as to 
the verdict of the Jury ; as to the nature 
and amount of the Sentence: these are all 
before the public, whose attention to them 
has been very great, and to the judgment 
of the public I leave them. But, on the 
last of the Attorney General's three 
speeches (Cor be had three to my onej I 
cannot refrain from making some observa- 
tions, and I think myself fully justified 
in doing this, because I was told, that I 
could not be permitted to answer him 

* Now a Peioi^ Judge. 



verbally. The speech, to which I htrfi 
allude, was made on Thursday, :the 5ih of 
July, when I was call^ up for judgment ; 
and, that no one may sa/, that I do not 
treat even this Attorney General faidy, 
I will lirst insert here the whole of his 
speech, as it stands reported in the Morn- 
ing Chronicle of the 6lh of July, that re** 
port being the most correct that I have 
seen. In the charge of Lord Ellenbo- 
rough and in the Sentence-Speech of 
Judge Grose, there were some passages re- 
lating to questions appertaining to general 
and foreign politics and to the profounder 
departments of political aconom^. On 
these I shall hereafter have occasion to 
offer some observations ; but, for the pre- 
sent, I shall confine myself to the Speech 
of the Attorney General, which is reported 

in the following words : " The Attor- 

'' ney General agreed in all that had been 
^' said by his Learned Friends, in behalf 
" of the .three Defendants, for whom they 
'^ appeared, as to the distinction between 
'' their guilt and that of Mr. Cobbett, as 
'' to whom he should speak by and by* 
" They had allowed judgment to go' 
^* against them by default ; they had 
'^ never denied that the publication was 
*' a libel ; nor that they themselves, in 
^' their concern in it, had acted a criminal 
'' part. They had not made their defence' 
'* a vehicle for other calumnies and slaa-' 
** ders, almost as bad as the original libeK 
'^In all these respects, their case stood' 
^< contradistinguished from that of Mrl' 
** Cobbett. There was also another distiuc* 
'' tion between their case and that of most 
'^ printers and publishers. They had not 
*' employed the author, as some printers 
^' and publishers did, but the author had 
"employed them. Yet these Defendants'^ 
** and every other person who might 
" chance to stand in . the character of 
'* printer or publisher, must understand, 
" that these circumstances could never ex-' 
" culpate them. All who lend themselves 
" to the publication of any work or 
" writing whatever, must know that they' 
" become responsible for ail the conse- 
H quences thence arising. — He now came 
'*- to the case of Mr. Cobbett. The Court 
** \v6\x\d observe that from him the publi*' 
'' cation proceeded, and to him, as the 
" author, all the profits, if '^ny, apper- 
" tained. Whatever ol malignity resulted 
" from the publication, to him was it at- 
" tributable; and whatever there arose 
** from it of base lucre and gain accrued 
<^ to him alone. The Court had heard the 
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^' Libel read, and sentiments widely differ* 
^' ent fram those of tbe author of it must, 
^' on the reading of it, arise in the mitid of 
*' every honest man. A^ the present time, 
'* when from the ambition and increased 
** power of our enemy, we were obliged to 
*f maintain a large military force, how ne- 
*' cessary was it that a good understanding 
*^ should subsist between the military and 
" the people. How essei^lial was it, that 
'< at such a period, the soldier should 
" be convinced that np uiwecessary hard- 
*^ ship was thrown on him, — that he was 
** not forced to engage in any disgraceful 
^' task? How essential that tlie commu- 
** niiy should be satisfied that however 
>' necessary, a great military force at 
** present is for the protection of the 
" country, yet that nothing tyrannical, 
" that no force beyond the law, is em- 
*l ployed in compelling the inhabitants of 
*< this country into the ranks of our armies. 
'< The situation of the soldiers of this 
*' coimtry was more comfortable than at 
** any former period ; every means that 
*' could be devised to add to tbeir comfort 
•' had been adopted. Our armies 'had by 
** their zeal and valour evinced what were 
** the consequences pf such liberal treat- 
*^ roent; and by the glorious exertions they 
*^ had made in their country's cause, had 
*< made more than an ample return for the 
*' comforts thus afforded tbenv. These, he 
** was satisfied, wer^, and must be, the 
*' lentiments of every good man in the 
*^ kingdom, ^^eed he call on the Court to 
*} look back to the libel, and shew them 
*' that the sentiments there expi^sed were 
'' directly contrary to this, he presumed to 
*< think, almost universal feeling? What 
" was its tendency ? To encourage the 
^* soldiers to impatience, insubordination 
^< and disgust ; to tell them that they were 
♦• hardly, Cfuelly, and tyrannically dealt 
*• with by their superiors, and thereby to 
^* render that duty-of obedience which they 
*• owe their superiors disagreeable and dis- 
^' gusting. 1*0 go back to the situation of 
*^ matters at the time the libel in question 
** was written. At that moment, instead 
** of lending a ready obedience to the com- 
<* mands qf their officers, a body of Local 
*< Militia had in a mutinous manner sur- 
<* rounded those very officers whom it was 
*' their duly to obey. The place where 
<' the transaction took place, did not afford 
'< a force sufficient to quell the mutiny, but 
<< a reinforcement was called in from the 
*< nearest place whence a military force 
** could be properly spared, and order was 
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' \ restored . — The aggressors^ however, 
^^ were not dealt with as Buonaparte would 
*' have treated his refractory troops. The 
<' ring-leaders were select^ and brought 
'< before a tribunal where their cases were 
<< tried and examined, and where, after 
" the fairest inquiry, they were found 
*< guilty of mutiny, and had an adequate 
'< sentence passed on them, part of which 
<< was mildly remitted. What was the 
«* interpretation, however, which Mr; 
<< Cobbett gave to this transaction? That 
*' it was not to be called a mutiny; that it 
'' was a mere squabble between the men 
*' and the officers for a trifle of money; 
•« that the men were persons who had just 
*^ thrown off their smock frocks to put on 
** the garb of a soldier, and still continued 
<^ so much labourers as to be ignorant of 
<' their duty as soldiers, and had become 
*' so much soldiers as to have lost the in- 
<* clination to labour. What, he asked, 
<< would be the result of mutiny, if libel- 
^< lers of this nature were to escape with 
" impunity? What, however, was the 
*' conduct of the same person to the men 
<< themselves? He taunts and upbraids 
*< thera with not having acted like men ; 
<< and instructs them, that they ought not 
<< to have submitted to the chastisement 
" inflicted on them. Not only was this 
*' so, but he held up to contempt and in- 
<< dignation the German Legion for having 
'* assisted, when called in, in quelling the 
^< mutiny. He represents them as persons 
<^ who could be of no use in the general 
'* service of the country, whose aid could 
<< only be useful in quelling disturbances 
<' among our native troops, and that they 
<* were employed on this occasion only be- 
'* cause the British troops would not have 
" interfered in such a service, for which the 
" German Legion alone were fit. Could 
" we expect zealous and cordial co-ope- 
" ration on the part of the foreign troops 
" whom we were, in the present situation 
" of affairs, obliged to employ, if we suf- 
" fered them thus to be taunted in their - 
** own persons, and to be exposed to un- 
** merited obloquy and disgrace in the eyes 
** of the public of this country? As if 
** this, however, were not cnoughj the 
** Defendant, Mr. Cobhelt, goes tbe lengili 
^* of telling the inhabitants of the place 
'* where the transaction occurred, that they 
'* are base miscreants for having seen and 
** not having assisted in resisting so infa- 
*^ mous and abominable a chastisement. 
** * I do not know,' says Mr. Cobbett, ra 
<' the libel in questiooi * what sort of a 
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*< place Ely is ; but I really should like to 
*^ know how the iuhabitants looked one 
'' another in the face whilst this scene was 
'^ exhibiting in their town. I should like 
<< to have been able to see their faces, and 
'^ to hear their pbservattons to each other 
'' at the time.' What was this but up- 
*' braiding the inhabitants of Ely for sitting 
*' quietly by and seeing this punishment 
^' inflicted on mutineers who had been 
** regularly tried^ convicted, and 5cn- 
*' tenced to receive this punishment ; and 
** telling them that they ouglit to be asham- 
^' ed to look each other in the face, in con- 
'^ sequence of their not having assisted in 
^' resisting it ? filack as this was, this, 
^' however, was not the blackest feature in 
" the present publication. The author 
^' went on. to hope that, after this occur- 
^' rence at home, we would be a little more 
'^ cautious in drawing conclusions against 
^' Buonaparte, and that we should no 
" longer hear of the cruelty, and of the ty- 
*' rannical acts of Buonaparte. By looking 
^' back to former parts of the publication, 
^' the Court would find that this meant, 
*' that the subjects of Buonaparte were sub- 
'^ ject to a less severe measure of restraint 
^* than the inhabitants of this country. On 
*' this principle, alluding to the means 
^' employed or said to be employed by 
*^ Buonaparte to get together and discipline 
^* his conscripts, the publication states that 
'^ there' is scarcely any one\>f the persons 
^^ who wish to cry him down tha,t has not 
*c ( at various times cited the hand-cuflixifgg, 
<< and other means of force, said to be used 
^* in drawing out the young mea of France,' 
*' and, who has not cited these as afiording 
<< a complete ' J>roof that the ^ople of 
^^ firance hate Napoleon and his Govern- 
'' menty assist with reluctance in his wars, 
« and, would fain see another Revolution/ 
'* Should it be suffered that the lawless 
<* libello: should tell the inhabitants of this 
<* country that they were pressed into the 
** ranks of our army with more severity 
<^ than that which was exercised by the 
}^ iron hand of oppression employed by the 
" Ruler of France ? There was, indeed, a 
^^ degree of delicacy perceptible in the pre- 
*^ sent publication, but it was delicacy only 
*^ for the enemies of this country. The 
^* author,^ after alluding to the means which 
^' Buonaparte employs in filling ujp the 
'^ ranks of his army, corrects himself, and 
^* represents them not as acts practised, but 
** said to. b« practised, by Buonaparte, in 
«c accompUshinK this oli^iect — * The means 
<< which Nap^eon employs (or lather 



*' which they say he employs) in order to 

'* get together and to discipline his coo- 

'^ scripts.' And who were t^se whom be 

*' thus marks out as the ' they?' whom he 

'' thus taunts as with the term of the great- 

" est reproach — * the loyal?' a term whioh 

" ought to ensure respect and regard, as 

" embracing the first duty of subjects m 

*' a well regulated state towards their 

" Sovereign. This was the character of 

*' the libel which the Defendant, Mr. 

'* Gobbett, was now called on to answer 

'* for. If this YitB the character of the 

'^ libel, which, he presumed to think, 

^' could not be denied, their Lordships 

^' would readily see the tendency of such a 

'' publication, and they would easily esli- 

*' mate what the consequences would have 

*' been if the publication had produced the 

'^ effects which it was calculated to have 

'^ produced. What if the soldiers had 

''* caught the spiri.t of dissatisfaction a^d 

'* disgust, which was thus suggested &)r 

*' their adoption ? What if the flame thus 

*' sought to be kindled throughout the whole 

'' kingdom had been lighted up? The 

'* consequences were too fatal e^ven to be 

^^ pointed at. It would have gone to break 

*' up every thing that was estimable in so« 

" ciety — it would have gone to the de- 

'^ structiou of civilixation and good go- 

'* vemment in the country. It might he 

** said by the Defendant that the publica- 

'^ tion in question had no such tendency, 

" and that these effects had not been pro- 

'^ duced. That it had not the tendency 

*' contended for, he (the Attorney General) 

** denied, though he admitted that, hap* 

'^ pily, tt had not produced the effects 

** which it was calculated to produce. That 

'* the publication in question had not pro* 

'^ duced the effects which might have been 

*' expected from it, we owed to the love of 

*^ the subjects of this country towards their 

'' Sovereign aiid the established Govern* 

'^ ment. We owed no thanks^ on this head, 

'^ to Mr. Cobbett. It became, however, 

'' the duty of that Gourt to prevent and 

'* guard against ^e recurrence of such 

'' libels in time coming. Mx. Gobbett 

'' himself had taught the Gourt what the 

'' consequences of pa|Mog by such publioa- 

'^ tions with impunity would be. He ha4 

'< told the Gourt that other libellers bad 

*' been passed by, and argued upon that at 

^< a ground for his own imnunity. If be 

'^ were to-day to be pi^ssed by, or to be 

'^ visited with a light punishment, would 

'^ not this, to-morrow, be adduced as^ % 

*« precedent in favour of other lU^ellerg? 
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WouH they not be entitled to say, ** If 
I, by libdliug, be enabled -to make a for- 
tui)C, apd to amass wealth, when, in re- 
turn, 1 will only have to sustain so slight 
a punishrnent as that passed on Mr. Cob- 
bett, win I not cheerfully incur the pe- 
nally?" If the Court should now visit 
Mr. Cobhett with a light punishment, 
could they answer for it that tlteir arm 
would be strong enough, next year, to 
check the evil to which he (the Attorney 
Ctner;il) contended they were called on 
10 give a vital blow this day? It now 
lay in the Court to inflict on the Defen- 
dant, Mr. Cobbett, a just and whole- 
some punishment, adequate to his of- 
fence. They had had before them libel- 
lers on \\\t private character of indivi- 
duals; such they had esteemed proper 
objects of punishment; and that the 
punishment so inflicted would tend to 
diminish the frequency of the oflence, if 
not to prevent it entirely. They had 
had before them those even who 'had 
been guHty of libelling the administration 
of justice in the country. That was a 
high oflence, because it tended to take 
from the credit *4nd authority due to the 
judgments of the Courts of Law, and 
tended to make them of less eflect. Such 
oflences, and justly too, were visited 
with a severe chastisement* But, if that 
oflence, great as it was, were to be com- 
pared with' that noHY under consider- 
ation, it must sink into utter insignih- 
cance. The present libel went to sub- 
vert society itsdf, and, whatever might 
be tlKHight of the atrocity of others which 
had preceded it, the present was one of 
a much darker and blacker hue. The 
Court were therefore called on to inflict 
such a punishment as should, at least, 
male men pause before they embarked 
in libels similar to that published by the 
Defendant, Mr. Cobbett. The army, 
against whom this libel was in a pecnliar 
manner directed, called on the Court for 
justice against its traducer. The Co- 
vernment call^ on them for confirmation 
of its- legal powers; for what Govern- 
ment could possibly exist, if it were hot 
protected against such attacks as these ? 
The country, which looked with horror 
on the mischievous tendency of the libel 
now under consideration, called on them 
for -protection against the numerous evils 
which the propagation of such publi- 
cations were cafculated to engender, 
going, as they did, to the total subver- 
sion of social order, and to the existence 



*^ of this country as a nation. Being once 
" brought before the Court, they (the 
'< Public) knew that they might have con- 
*^ fideiice in their protection, and that they 
'' would no longer have occasion to dread 
*' a repetition of such outrageous insult. 
** He called on the Court, therefore, for 
'* judgment on the Defendant. He called 
'' for justice; and that justice he knew 
'' wotdd be tempered with mercy, but he 
" trusted, that the Court would not forget 
*< that mercy was equally due to the public 

"as to the Defendant at the bar." ^ 

Now, as to the necessity of a great military 
force in this country,' and as to the cause of 
that necessity ; as to the general treatmeat 
of the soldiers in this country and their 
being better treated than at any former pe- 
riod; as to the punishment inflicted upon 
the Local Militia at Ely ; as to the em- 
ploying of the Germans upon that occasion ; 
as to the use of German Troops in this 
country at all ; as to the people of Ely be- 
ing able to look one another in the bee ; as 
to the manner in which Napoleon would 
have treated the Local Militia; and as to 
my '' delicacy" towards the enemies of my 
country : these are all matters upon which 
I shall say nothing at all. They have all 
been fully discussed; they are all well un- 
derstood ; there can be, in the mind of po 
roan of conmion sense, a mistake with re- 
spect to them. There is,- indeed, one little 
sentence, made use of by the Attorney Ge- 
neral, respecting the treatment of the Sol- 
dfers, which is rather obscure ; at least to 
me it is so. He is stated to have said : 
" How (essential is it that the commimity 
" should be Satisfied, that nothing Itprcumi^ 
" cfl/, that no force beyond the lawy is em- 
" ployed in compelling the inhabitants of 
" this country into the ranks of the army.*' 
I do not understand the meaning of thi^. 
These two phrases are, in my view of 
things, by no means synonymous ; because, 
if they w«r6, the oppressions, which, as 
we are told, and, perhaps, truly, the peo- 
ple of France are compelled to undergo, 
would not properly form a subject of com- 
plaint, seeing that they arc all exercised 
under the sanction of law. There are De- 
crees or Senatus Consulta for the forcing of 
the young men of France to go into the 
army; yet, the forcingof them so to go has 
been, and yet is, represented, in this coun- 
try, as being most abominably fyrannical. ^ 
I perfectly agree with the Attorney General, 
that it is essential, that the community 
should be sat^fUd that ^^ nothing tyrannical 
*^ is employed iacompellin^ the Inhabitants 
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<< of this country into the ranks of the 
•* army," but, tovrards the producing of 
^is desirable effect his statement is not at 
all likely to contribute ; and, indeed, unless 
ht had stopped at the word ^' tyrannical y" 
and spared the subsequent definition^ he 
would have done well to hold his tongue 
upon this part of the subject.— —There 
are two assertions made by the Attorney 
GeneraU during this metnorable speech, 
which assertion^ materially affect me, and 
upon which, therefore, I must beg leave 
to trouble my readers with some observa- 
rioos. Tht First of these assertions is, 
lliat I made my <* defence a vehicle for 
other calumnies and standers^ almost as 
bad as the original libel." — ^The Second, 
thai 1 wrote the publication in question, 
^ad, generally, every thing I wrote, for 
** base lucre." He does not say this in so 
many words ; bat, in speaking of the cases 
4}f the other defendants, as contradistin- 
guished from mine, he says, that whatever 
arose from it (the publication) of '' base 
lut^e and gain" accrued to me alone. And 
then, in another part of his speech, where 
lie is stating the evil i:on<iequences, which, 
in the way of example, will arise from a 
slight punishment of me, he asks if other 
libellers will^not^ in such case, be entitled 
to say : " If I, by libelling, be enabled to 
'^ make a fortune, and to amass wealth, 
** when, *>n return, I will only have to 
^'sustain so slight a punishment as that 
** passed on Mr. Gobbett, wiH I not chcer- 

•* fully incur the penalty?" There are 

several other assertions, which, as occasion 
ofiersj I may be disposed to notice; but, 
these two \ire all that 1 shall notice at pre- 
sent. With respect to the First, 

namely, that I had made my defience a 
vehicle for other calumnies and slanders^ 
much more need not be said, than was 
said by every one who heard or read the 
speedi, and Uiat is, that it is very strange, 
^at these new calumnies were not named 
by the person who was speaking in aggra- 
vation. He had had nearly a month to 
consider of, and to inquire into, iht facts 
(for I dealt not in insinuations J stM^ by 
me in ray defence ; and, how comes it that 
he did not contradict any one of those facts? 
How came he to content himself with a 
general assertion, unsupported with even 
an alleged fact ? Had he not time to go 
more minutely into the matter ; or did he, 
out of mercy, forbear to prove these new 
• calumnies upon me ? Was it compassion 
that operated with him upon this occasion? 
— -Tlicsc " calumnies," as hecalb them, 



were brought forth in answer to, and in 
contradiction of^ assertions made by him in 
his first speech. It is, therefore, very 
surprising, that he should not have made 
an attempt, at least, to refute them. He 
seems to have been very anxious to put 
every thing right in the public mind ; and 
how comes he, then, to have left these 
" calumnies*' totally unanswered, especi- 
sllly when he looked upon them as being 

" almost as bad as the original libel ?*'^ 

Upoii the Second assertion, that I had 
written the publication in question for gain's 
sake ; that I had amassed wealthy made a 
fortune by libelling ; and that, I had, in 
short, in my writings, been actuated by a 
craving after base lucre ; upon this, the 
first observation to make, is, that it con- 
tains a beaut?ful compliment to the people 
of this country, and comes In with peculiar 
fitness close after the assertions, that their 
good sense prevented the mischiefs which 
the publication was calculated to excite, 
and that they even called upon the court to 
punish me. No: the people of this coun« 
try were so sensible, so discerning, so 
loyal, and held libelling in such abhor- 
rence, that they were not to be excited to 
sedition by me; and, in a minute after- 
wards, to publish libels Is, in this country, 
the way to make a fortune, , The Army^ 
too, abhorred this work of libelling, and 
even called upon the* court to punish me 
for it ; and yet, but only a minute before, 
there was great danger of my creating dis- ' 
afilection in the army, of throwing every 
thing into confusion, and of producing the 
destruction of '' Social Order and our Holy 
<^ Religion," as John Bowles has it. The 
Attorney General was in a difficulty. It 
would not do to say, that my writing had 
no effect upon either the people or the 
army ; it would not do to say, that what I 
wrote dropped still-born from the press, or, 
that it made no impression upon any body ; 
it would not do to say this, and yet it was 
paying me too great a compliment to sup- 
pose that I had the power df inducing any 
body to think or to feel with me ; there- 
fore, I was, in one and the same speech, 
represented as a most mischievous and a 
most insignificani writer. But, to re- 
turn to the charge of writing for " base 
" lucrcy* I think the public will have 
perceived, that (here was nothing original 
in this part of the Attorney General's 
speech; for, the charge had, in all forms 
of words, been long before made by the 
basest of my calumniators, by the vile 
wretches, who notoriously use their pens 
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dnd their pencils for pay, and who do not, 
like me, look for remuneration to the sale 
of their works to the public. The idea of 
my having *' amassed wealth/' arose, in 
the first place, perhaps, from the envy of 
the worst and most despicable part of those, 
who wished to live by the press, but who 
did not possess the requisite talents to en- 
sure success to their endeavours, and at 
the same time preserve their independence; 
or, who were so deficient in point of in- 
dustry as to render their talents of no avail ; 
and who, therefore, resorted to that spe- 
cies of traffic, which exposed them to Qiy 
lash. Such men would naturally hate me. 
Such men would naturally wish lor my de- 
struction. Such men would naturally stick 
at no falsehood, at no. sort or size of ca- 
lumny against a man, whose success was 
at once an object of their envy and the means 
of their continual aimoyance. But, from a 
person in the situation of Attorney General, 
one might have expected a little more cau- 
tion in speaking of the character and motives 

of any man. Let me, before I come to my 

particular case, first ask why the gains of a 
writer or of a book or news-paper proprietor 
are to be called '< base iucre^" any more than 
the gains of any other description of per- 
sons? Milton and Swift and Addison re- 
ceived money for their works ; nay, Pope 
received more, perhaps* than ail of them 
put together, and wrote, too, with ten 
times more severity and more personality 
thaii I ever did ; and yet, no one ever 
thought, I believe, of giving to his gains 
the name of '' base lucre.*' This is a most 
sweeping blow at the press. Let no one 
connected with it, in any way whatever, 
imagine that his pecquiary possessions or his 
estate, if he has gained one, will, or can, 
escape the application of this liberal charge. 
The fit/rtunesof Mr. Walter, and Mr. Perry, 
and Mr. Stuart, and Mr. Longman, and Mr. 
Cadcll, and of all the rest of them, are all 
to be considered as ^^ base lucre.*' Base 
jncre is the fruit of the industry and talents 
of every manr who works with his pen ; 
and those whose business it is to inform 
and instruct mankind are either to be steep- 
ed in poverty, or to be regarded as sordid 
and base huhters after gain. Dr. Johnson, 
if now living, must, at this rate, be liable 
to be charged with hunting after *< base 
** lucre," for he really lived by the use of 
his pen. Paley also sold bis writings, and 
. so, I dare say, did Locke ; and why not, 
then, impute baseness to them on this ac- 
. count ? It is notorious, that thousands of 
priests, ^and even Bishops, have sold their 



writings, not excepting their sermitts ; and 
is not that hunting after ^^ base lucre ?" It 
is equally notorious that Lawyers are daily 
in the habit of selling reports of cases and 
other writings appertaining to their profi»»T 
ston ; and what can their gain thereby be 
called, then, but *< base lucre?*' Burke 
sold his writings as well as Paine did his; 
nay, the former, for many years, and being 
a member of the Honourable House all the 
while, actually wrote for pay in a periodic 
cal work, called the Annual Register ; and^ 
of course, he sought thereinafter *' base 
'^ lucre." Base lucre it was, according to 
this doctrine, that set Malcioe to. cdite 
Sliakespeare, and that induced Mr.Tooke 
to write his Diversions of Piurley ; and, ia 
short, every writer, whedier upon, law, 
physic, divinity, politics, ethics, or an^r 
thing else, if he sell the productions of his 
pen, is exposed to this new and hitherto- 
unheard-of-charge. — There is, indeed, a 
species of gain, arising from the use of the 
pen, which does well merit the appellation 
of *« base lucre;" but, the "Learned 
" Friend" seems to, have mistaken the 
mark.. When a man bargains for the price 
of maintaining such or such principles, or 
of endeavouring to make out such or such a 
case, without believing in the soundness of 
the principles or the truth of the case ; such 
a man, whether he touch the cash (or pa- 
per-money} before or after the {performance 
of his work, and whether he work with his 
tongue or bis pen, may, I think, be pretty 
fairly charged with seeking after " base 
'^ lucre;" for he, in such case, manifestly 
sells not only the use of his talents, but his 
sincerity into the bargain, and drives a traf- 
fic as nearly allied to soul-selling as any 
thing in this world can be ; nor does it sig- 
nify a straw from f^hal quarter^ or in whal 
shape^ the remuneration may com^, for the 
motive being base, the gain or lucre must 
be base also. Again, if a man receive from 
the taxes, that is to say, from the people's 
money, a reward for writing any thing, 
especially upon controverted political 
questions, the lucre accruing to him may 
fairly be called base ; for here, as in the 
former case, he makes a b^se bargain £pr 
the use of his talents* It is the same with 
those, who are mere proprietors of wocks 
and not writers, and who vend' their pagges 
for a like consideration, coming from. . a 
like source. But, if a man sell lb Ike pub- 
lic^ sell to any one that chooses to buy 
with his dwn money^ and resort to bo 
means of cheating the purchaser out of the 
price of what is sold, there can be nothiag 
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oibasiiuss alUcbed lo his gaini. The ar- 
ticle u offered to the public; thotc who do 
not choose to purchase let it alone ; theiie is 
DO compulsion; there is no mon^>oly in 
the vf^y of purchasing elsewhere, and 
there is nothing of baseness belonging to 
the transaction; the gain is fair and ho- 
nourable , it is the right of the possessor, 
and more perfiectly his right, perhaps, than 

gain of any other sort cati possibly be. 

After these general ^serrations, it is hard- 
If necesszry for me to say much upon my 
particular case, it being impossible that the 
reader should not have already perceived 
clearly, that the charge of seeking after 
** base lucre" is quite inapplicable to me. 
But, I cannot, upon such an occasion, re* 
frain from stating some facts, calculate to 
show the injustice and falsehood of this 
charge, when preferred against me as pro- 
prietor of a puUic print. I have now 
been, either in America or England^ sole 
proprietor of a public print for upwards of 
fourteen years, with the intermission of 
about a year of that time, and I never did| 
upon aby occasion whatever, take money or 
money's worth, for the insertion or the sup- 
pression of any paragraph or article what- 
soever, though it 18 well known, that the 
practice is as common as any other branch 
of the business belonging to news-papers in 
general. Many hundr^s of pounds have 
been ofiemd to me in this way, as my se- 
Teral clerks and agents can bear witness ; 
atid, had I hankered after '' base lucre^" 
(he reader will readily believe, that I should 
have received all that was so offered. From 
the daily news-paper, which I published 
alter my return to England, I excluded all 
l^uack- Advertisements, because 1 looked 
npou them as indeceut, and having a mis-* 
chievous tendency, and because to insert 
them appeared to me to be assisting impos* 
ture. These advertisements arC) it is well 
known f a great source of profit to the pro- 
prietors of news-papers; and, if 1 had 
been attached to ^^ base lucre," should I 
have rejected my share of that profit? 1 
ket many hundmls of pounds by my daily 
news-paper, whkh failed, not for want of 
f^aders, but solely because I would not 
take money in the same way that other pro*- 

Eiotors did« Whether this were wise or 
olish is now of no consequence ; but, the 
fact is, at any rate, quite suBkient to repel 
•he charge of seeking after ^' base lucre." 
- — ^Frem my out-set as a writer to the 
present hour I have always preferred prin** 
ciple U) gain. In America the King's mir 
sit9ter B»adti,. and not at all improperly, of- 



fers of service to me, on the part of the mi-* 
nlstry at home. The offer was put as of 
service to any relations that I might have 
in England, and my answer was, that if I 
could earn any thing myself wherewith to 
assist my relations, I should assist them, 
but that I would not be the cause of their 
receiving any thing out of the public purse^ 
Mr. LiSTON, then our minister in Americat 
can beartestimony to the truth of this state* 
ment. And was this the conduct of a 
man, who sought after ^' base lucre f** Is 
this the conduct which is now fashionable 
among tiiose, who call themselves *^ th^ 
** %a/," and the '' King* s friends f*' Do 
they reject o&rs of the public purse? Do 
Ihijf take care to keep their poor relations 
out of their own earnings or property; or 
do they throw them, neck and heels, upo^ 
the public, to be maintained out of the taxes, 
as ^ higher order of paupers ? I have act^ 
up to my professions. I have, at this time;^ 
dependent upon me, for almost ev^ry thing, 
nearly tweniy children besides my own. I 
walk on foot, where others would ride in ^. 
coach, that I may have the means of yield* 
ing them support ; that I may have the 
means of preventing every one belonging to 
me Irom seeking support from the public^ 
in any shape whatever. Is this the fashion 
of "the loyal r' Do "the hyal\' act 
thus ? Do Ihof make sacrifices in order that 
their poor relatioos may not become a charge 
to the public ? Let that ppblic answer this 
question, and say to whom the charged 
seeking after " base lucre" belongs. I 
wonder whether it has ever happened to the 
Attorney General to reject the offer of twp 
seryices of plaity tendered him for the suc- 
cessful exertion of his talents ? This has 
happened to me, though the oBer, on each 
occasion, was made in the most delicate 
manner, though the service had been al- 
ready performed^ though the thing was 
done with, and the offer could not have a 
prospective view, and though the service 
had been performed without any previous 
application. I wonder whether ^irVicary 
Gibbs did ever reject an offer of this sort? 
And I do wonder, how many there are 
amongst the whole tribe of " learned 
" friends," who have, or ever will have 
to accuse themselves of such an act? Yet 
has he the assurance to impute my writings 
to motives of " bos* lucre.** The truth is, 
that I am hated by the pretended " loyal," 
because I am proof against all the tempta- 
tions of base lucre. 1 have spoken of tb^ 
offet made me, while in America. Upon 
my return home the ministers made me 
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other offers, and, amongst the rest, they 
offered me a share «f the True Briton news- 
paper ^ conducted and nominalfy owned by 
Mr. Herriot. f, who was what the 
country people call 2 green-horn^ as to such 
matters, and who was gull enough to think, 
that it was principle that actuated every 
writer on what I then deemed the right 
side ; I was quite astonished to find, that 
the Treasury was able to offer me a share 
in a news-paper. I rejected the offer in 
the most delicate manner that I could ; but, 
I never was forgiven. I have experienced, 
as might have been ex|)ected, every species 
of abuse since that time ; but, I did not, I 
must confess, expect ever to be accused of 
writing for ^^ base lucre." This is a charge, 
which, as I shewed upon the trial, origi- 
nated with the very scum of the press, and 
had its foundation in the worst and most 
villainous of passions. — In general it is a 
topic of exultation, that industry and talent 
are rewarded with the ))ossession of wealth. 
The great object of the teachers of youth, 
in this country, seems always to have been 
the instilling into their minds, that wealth 
was the sure reward of industry and ability. 
Upon what ground, then, is it, that the 
^^ amassing of wealthy" the *^ milking of a 
** fortune^" by the use of industry and ta- 
lents, is to be considered as meriting re- 
proach in me? The fact is not^ruie. I 
have not amassed wealthy and have not 
made a fortune^ m aiiy fair sense of those 
phrases. I do not possess a quarter part 
as much as 1 should, in all probabiKty, 
have sained, by the use of the same degree 
of industry and ability, in trade or com- 
merce. But, if the fact were otherwise, 
and if I rode in a coach and four instead of 
keeping one pleasure horse, and that one 
only because it is thought necessary to the 
health of my wife ; if I had really a fortune 
worthy of being so called, what right 
would any one have to reproach me with 
the possession of it ? I have been labour- 
mg seventeen years, since I quitted the 
army. I have never known what it was to 
enjoys any of that which the world calls 
pleasure. From a beginning with nothing, 
I have ^tquired the means of making some 
little provision for a family of six children 

J [the remains of thirteen) ^ besides having, 
or several years, maintikined almost whol- 
ly, three times as many children of my re- 
lations. And, am I to be reproached as a 
lover of ^* base lucre" because I begin to 
have a prospect (for it is nothing more) of 
making such provision? And, am I now, 
upon such a charge, to be stripped, in one 



way or another, of the means of making such 
provision? Was it not manly and brave 
for the Attorney General, when he knew 
that I should not be permitted to answer 
him, to make such an attack, not only upon 
me, but upon the future comfort of those, 
who depend upon me for support ? Verily, 
tlds is not to be forgotten presently. As 
long as 1 or my children are able to remem- 
ber, this will be borne in mind ; and, I 
have not the smallest doubt of seeing the 
day, when Sir Vicary Gibbs, and those 
who belong to him, will not think of any 
such thing as that of reproaching us with 
the possession of our own earnings. — Dur- 
ing the time that I was absent from home 
for the purpose of giving bail, as before 
stated, a man, dressed like a gentleman, 
went upon my land in the neighbourhood of 
Botley, ffot into conversation with my ser- 
vants, asked them how much property I 
had, where it lay, of whom I had purchas- 
ed it, what I had given for it, whether I 
was upon the point of purchasing any more, 
and a great many other questions of the 
same sort. When he went away from one 
of them, he told him : *' You will not have 
Gobbett here again for one while ;" or 
words to that effect. I leave the public to 
form their opinions as to the object of this 
visit, and of the person who made it« 
The truth of the fact can, at any time, be 
verified upon oath. If this scoundrel had 
been put to the test, I wonder what account 
he could have rendered of the source of hU 
means ; of the money which had purchased 
the clothes upon his back. Not long before 
the time just mentioned, another person of 
a similar description went to another man 
who works for me, asked him what sort of 
a man I was, what he had ever heard me 
say about the King or the gcvernmmi^ and 
told him that some people thoi^ht me u very 
great enemy of the government. The .per- 
son went into a little public house in the 
neighbourhood of my farm, where he got 
into conversation with those whom he found 
there, and contrived soon to make that con- 
versation turn upon me. He heard nothing 
but good of me as a neighbour and a mas- 
ter ; and, as to politics^ not a soul that he 
talked to knew what he meant, never hav- 
ing in their lives heard me utter a word 
upon any subject of that sort. Of the two 
servants, whom I have alluded to ibove, 
the name of the former is John Dxan, and 
that of the latter James Gowherd ; both of 
them men, upon whose word I can rely, 
and who, as I said before, are ready to veri- 
fy this statement upon their oathi*^-**— Hie 
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modesty and good manners of my men in- 
ductd them to give answers to the questions 
of these base rascals, without suspecting 
any thing of their real diaracter or design ; 
nor had either of then\ the smallest notion 
of that design, until my return home, and 
until I had acquainted them with the nature 
of my situation. If the design (which 
must, I think, be manifest enough to the 
reader) had been known, their bones, or, 
at least, their skin, would, I am afraid, 
have carried off a testimonial of their base- 
ness and of the indignation of my servants. 
The base miscreants would then have had a 
feeliug proof of the sentiments, entertained 
towards me by those who know me best 
and have had the greatest experience of my 
dtspositioQ. 1 leave the public to rumi- 
nate upon what I have here stated, relative 
to the inquiries of these villains, .The mis- 
creant, who went to make the inquiries 
about the extent of my property, did not, 
it seems, go to Botley, but appeared to go 
from, and to return to, some town or vil- 
lage upon the Gosport road, fearing, appa- 
rently, to be known, or, at least, traced, if 

he put up at the inn at Bptley. 1 leave 

the public, I say, to form their opinion 
upon these facts. It is, I think, quite un- 
necessary for me to ghre any opinion of my 
own. 

Thud. — The nature and effect of the im- 
prisonment are now to be particularly no- 
ticed. I was well aware, that a prison, 
though I had never seen the inside of one in 
my Ufe, must differ very materially from a 
dwelling-house. I was aware of many of 
the disagreeable circumstances attendant on 
iuch a state; but, I had no idea of the 
reality. That part of the prison, to which 
I was committ^, consisted of a yard and 
of divers rooms. The rooms were nume- 
rous, the yard about 35 feet by 25 feet. 
Each room contained, or was intended to 
contain, two, three, or more, beds. Each 
bed-room was locked up at about 9 o'clock 
at night, and kept locked till about 7 o'clock 
in the morniug. The door-way leading 
from the passage of the rooms to the yard 
was also locked. The windows were barred 
with iron. The walls that surrounded the 
yard were the sides of houses ; and, of 
course, there could be very little of sun or 
air. But, the companions ! What com- 
panions had I ? Men niilty of some of the 
xDOSt odious and detestable crimes. Swind- 
ling, Fraud, Embezzlement, and even of 
those crimes which are too horrid to name, 
but which have been committed by so many 
withia the lait tv^o or three years. With' 



wretches like these I was destmed by my 
sentence to dwell for two years ; I, who had 
never even seen the inside of a iail in my 
whole life-time, and who, amidst all the 
temptations of youth, had been eight years 
in a regular regiment without ever being, in 
a single instance, confined for a single mo- 
ment ! One fact will enable the reader to 
judge of the society I was sentenced to 
keep for two years : there was a man taken 
out and sent to Botany Bay two days after I 
entered the prison. He was taken out of 
the same part of the prison, and, perhaps, 
out of the very room, hi which I was to 
have slept for two years, if L lived so long. 
Here was I, then, sentenced to live for twa 
years zmongit felons and men guilty of on- 
natural crimes^ and to pay a thousand 
pounds to the King; aye, to the Kmg^ at 
the end of that time t I have three sons; 
and, if any one of them ever forgets tlus^ 

may he that instant be not 

stricken dead; but, worse than that : be- 
reft of his senses. May he become both 
rotten and mad. May he, after having 
been a gabbling, slavering half-idiot all the 
prime of his life, become, in his last <bys, 
loathsome to the sight and stinking in the 
nostril ! I am, however, not at all afraid, 
that anv child of mine will merit this 
curse ; for, they have all been shown the 
horrid place where their father was sen- 
tenced to be imprisoned, and, I am satis- 
fied that nothing more will be necessary. 

From the place and the society here 

described I was ransomed by my purse ; 
but, while I say this, I must beg to be un- 
derstood as hinting no complaint against the 
keeper, who gave up the best part of his 
own house to me, from whom I and my 
family and friends always received the most 
civil and kind treatment, and whom I be- 
lieve to be a very honest and humane man. 
I can speak, from my own knowledge, that 
he is constantly endeavouring to obtain, and 
frequently does it, relief and assistance of 
various sorts for those of his unfortunate 
prisoners who stand most in need of it. 
He is strict in adherence to his rules and re- 
gulations ; but, I am persuaded, that it 
would be very difficult to find a more fit 
man for such a situation. Having formed 
this opinion during two years of actual ob<« 
servation, I think it,'noW that I am no 
longer in the power of Mr. Newman, my 
duty to declare it, During my impri- 
sonment the conduct of my friends was 
such as was naturally to be. expected from 
men who regarded me as suffering in' the 
I public cause. The attentions of all sorts i 
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cbe acts of real, solid service, were ifs ou* 
oaerous and as great, perhaps, as any man 
ever received in a like space of time. But, 
tlie circumstance of this sort which gave me 
the most pleasure, was, that, during the 
two years, I was visited by persons, whom 
I had never seen before, from one hundred 
and ninety'Seven cUies and towns of Eng- 
land^ Scotland^ and Ireland; the greatest 
part of whom came to me as the deputies of 
some society, club, or circle of people in 
their respective places of residence. I had 
the infinite satisfaction to learn from the 
gentlemen who thus visited me, that my 
writings had ihduced those who had read 
them to think: This fact, indeed, of being 
vkuted by persons from almost every cionsi* 
derable town in the kingdom, speaks a lan- 
guage that cannot be misunderstciod. 

Within these ten years I have dealt Gor- 
]:uptioB many a heavy blow ; but, in no two 
years did. I. ever deal her so many and such 
deadly blows as during the two years that 
I was in Newgale. I am not vain enough 
tp suppose, thai it was I who made her reel 
as she now does ; but, I trust that nobody 
will deny that I .pretty iai-gely contributed 
towards it. When i compare her state at 
my coming out of Newgate with hkr state 
at my going into Newgate, I see as much 
dififcrence as i now see in one of the old 
ewes, which yrertfidi-mouihed at my leav- 
ing home* She has l»ca pulled down with- 
out violence* She has been exposed to a 
degree that has deprived her of all power 
longer to deceive. She is, in short, now 
come to that pass, where neither impudence 
aoff hypocrisy wiU serve her turn ; where, 
if she could any loiter deceive, it would 

be oC no use to her; The Ung faces of 

the chfldpen and champions of Corruption 
show tts what is passing in their mindsi 
They yet enjoy the fruit of their corrupt 
practices, but they seem to be in hourly 
dread of losing them. Tliere is, ia this 
respect, a great change since I was put into 
Newgate ; and, if I could persuade myself, 
that my being impruoned another two years 
would totally destroy Corruption; that it 
would root her and adl her infamous brood 
out of the land, I would cheerhilly endure 
It, taking my chance of foul air and jail 
distempers. 

Fourth, as U what has taken place ai 
the expirai'wn of m^ imprisonment^ and to 
ihd time of m^ arrival at Boiley, where I 
now am, it will not be necessary to be very 
particular. I do not vranc to have it 
believed, that I am caressed by the public 
I have BO ambitious purposes to answer. I 



am' rtsdved to do all that lies in my pow^ to 
destroy Corruption in all her branches and 
all her fibres ; and, to do this, or aay thing to-> 
wards it, I know that I must leave aU self- 
gratifications out of my acommt. I am 
aware of this, and Corruption may be aS-* 
sured that I am quite prepared for it. I 
laugh at all the alarms of ENVY. They 
are wholly groundless. I only want to see 
Corruption destroyed^ without caring a 
straw who has the honour of doing it. In 
the desire of seeing this accomplished, I 

overlook all minor considerations. It is, 

however, due to the nation to state here, 
for the information of foreigners, that^ on 
the 9th of July, the day on which my im- 
prisonment ceased, I was uivited to a 
grand dinner at the Crown and Anchoe 
Tavern in the Strand, at which dinner up-* 
wards of 600 persons were present, and, 
which besp<^e the character of the whole^ 
Sir FaANCis Burdett was in the Cliair. 
I -have no desire to draw a picture here; 
no desire to swell out any of the circum- 
sunces. The bare fact is enough; that 
this dinner,; as large an one, I believe, as 
ever was known upon any occasion evea in 
London, took place in approbation of my 
writings : and especially m approbation of 
that particular writing, for which I was 

imprisoned. At this dinner there arose 

some chxamstances not less important than 
the dinner itself. — It was not to be supv 
posed, that such an occasion would pass 
without an attempt to do something to au«- 
noy me. Accordingly it was, in the shape 
of nepB-paper paragraphs of the same day, 
and in the shape of handbills distributed at 
the door of the Tavern as the gentlemen 
went in; in vehicles of this sort,. it was 
shown, or asserted, 1st, That I had^ ten 
years ago, expressed my decided disappror 
bation of the conduct and even of the prin- 
ciples of Sir Francis Burdett; ^nd, That, 
in the time between my conviction and my 
being brought up to judgment, I formed 
the design oJP dropping my Register, to an- 
nounce which design I had prepared and 
actually caused to be printed an advertise- 
ment ; 3rd, That this design was coupled 
with a negociation with the government for 
making the dropping of the Register a con^ 
ditioa upon which forgiveness was to be 
obtained ; 4th» That this offer on my part 
having been refiised by the govemaMit, I 
next offered to iurn about and write for 
them ; 5 th, That on account of this having 
been rejected, I abandoned the design, and 

continued tiie Register. 1 shall answer 

these one by one. — ^As to the birst, I had 
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as much ri#Ai to express my disapprobatkm 
of the conouct and principles of Sir Francis 
Burdett ten years ago as 1 have now to ex- 
press ray approbation of them. Whether 
tl)e change has been produced by conviction^ 
or proceeded [from some selfish molive^ the 
reader must be the judge, though I must 
say, that I think it would be very difficult 
to make out the probability of the lauer. 
At any rate, it was impossible that the 
change should arise out ota desire to get at 
^liiy share in the public money ; and that is 

the great point to keep in view. As to 

the SECOND, it IS perfectly true; and, 
surely, I had a perfect right to cease writing 
-whenever /pleased. That man must have but 
little consideration who does not see many 
^ood reasons for my adopting such a course; 
but, iny answer to the charge is this ; that 
I had, and have, a right to cease writine 
whenever 1 pleased or shall please ; and 
that, if I were to give up this right, I 
should, while I am endeavouring to ensure 
freedom to my country, be myself a slime. 
As to the third, fourth^ dndjijlh pro- 
positions, all that I can say of them is, 
that they are FALSE ; that they are wholly 
destitute of truth ; that they have been in- 
vented as much as any fairy tale ever was 
invented; and, indeed, their falsehood is 
proved by the advertisement itself, which 
says, that I intended to discontuiue the 
l^gister ; because .... what ? Why, be- 
cause I feared, that it would be impossible 
for me to continue it WITHOUT SOFT- 
ENING MY TONE. This was stated as 
the reason; it was so to be stated in print; 
who, then, will believe either of the three 
lasts propositions to contain a single word 

of truth? Having made this denial, I 

make it once for alL 1 shall always insist 
upon my right to cease writing whenever J 
please ; and, while I continue to write, the 
reader will always be able to judge of the 
value of wiiat I write. If he finds it useful, 
he will continue to supply himself with it; 
if not, he will cease so to do ; and thus, he 
and I shall never be under obligations to 

each other. That I should be pursued 

with the same envy, hatred, and malice, 
out of prison that I was pursued with into 
prison, I naturally expected. Had I not 
bera, I should have feared 'that I had lost 
my sting. For all the falsehoods, for all 
the blows that baseness of all kinds has 
aimed at me, I have found more than suf- 
ficient compensation in the applause of tlK 
Meeting at the Crown and Anchor ; in the 
cardial reception I met with, upon my re- 
tuFDy at Winchester, where there were 



gentlemen, whom I had never seen, who 
had come thirty miles to meet me; and^ 
above all, in the kindness, the warmth of 
affection, with which I was received at 
Botley, into which the young men of the 
village (without eve^i a hint from any one 
belonging to me) drew my carriilge from 
the distance of more than a mile.- — Whea 
we got into the village, about nine o'clock 
in the evening of the 11th of July, there 
was a sight for Sir Vicary Gibbs, and Lord 
El lenborough, and his brother judges to see i. 
The inhabitants of the vilkge gathered 
round me; (he young men and the boys 
and their fathers and mothers, listeaiog to 
my account of the CAUSE of my absence 7 
liearing me speaking of the Ltcal MUitia 
and the German Troops at the town of Ely ^ 
hearing me callingupoii fathers and mothera 
to refl^ on what I said, and on their aope 
to bear it in mind to the. last hour of ihtw 

lives. In short, the thing ended pre-? 

cisely as it ought to end, in a plain appeal 
to the understanding of the inhabitants of a 
village; to young countrymen and boys, 

and their fathers and mothers. To ex-* 

press my feelings upon this occasion is quite 
impossible. Suffice it to say, that the 
good behaviour, the civility and kindness 
of all the people of the village to my fa- 
mily during my absence; and their most 
affectionate reception of myself at my re- 
turn, will never be effaced from my recol- 
lection. If there had wanted a motive in me 
to love my country, here would have been 
motive sufficient. That nation cannot be 
otherwise than good, where the inhabitants 
of a whole parish are so honest, so just, 
and so kind. For my part, bom and bred 
amongst the farmers and labourers of Eng- 
land, 1 have ever entertained towards them 
feelings of kindness ; but, I have now to 
add the feeling of gratiiude^ and of that 
feeling I shall, I hope, iiever fail to ^ive 
proof, when it is in my power to defend 
any of my poorer neighbours against the 
bppressions of the more powerful. 

W«. COBBETT, 
BoHmf^ Wednesday^ 
Ibthjuly^ 1812. 

To Correspondents. 
To send written answers to the nume- 
rous letters of congratulation that I have 
received upon my enlargement would be 
impossible. I, therefore, here beg leave 
to return my sincere thanks to all those who 
have written me such letters. — An address^ 
this day received from a great town in ths 
Aorihi is entiUed to my particular thanks. 
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MINISTERIAL NEGOCIATIONS. 

Documents published, relatikc to the 
lateNecociations for making a new 

• Ministry. 

f Continued from page 64, J 

Moira acts. Personal communication with 
him will always be acceptable and honour- 
able to us. But we hope be will be sensi- 
ble, that no advantage is likely to result 
from pursuing this subject by unauthorized 
discussions, and in a course different from 
the usual practice.-^Motives of obvious de- 
licacy must prevent our taking any step to- 
wards determining the Prince Regent to 
authorize Lord Moira to address us person- 
ally. We shall always receive with duti- 
ful submission his Royal Highness's com- 
mands, in whatever manner, and through 
whatever channel, he may be pleased to 
signify them, and we trust we shall never 
be found wanting in zeal for his Royal 
Highness's service, and for the public in> 
tercst. But we cannot venture to suggest 
to his Royal Highness, through any other 
person, (>ur opinions, on points in which 
his Royal Highness is not pleased to require 
«ur advice. Grey. 

Grenyille. 

No. 28. — Lord Moira io Lords Grey and 
Grenyille^ informing Ihem^ that he has 
the Prince RegenCs authority to address 
them^ and requesting to know^ "when and 
where he can see them. 

Lord Moira presents his best compli- 
ments to Lord Grey and Lord Grenville. 
— Discouraged, as he unavoidably roust be, 
he yet cannot reconcile it to himself to leave 
any effort untried : and he adopts their 
principle for an interview, though he doubts 
if the desired conclusion is likely to be so 
well advanced by it, as would have been 
the case In the mode suggested by him. 
— He has now the Prince Regent's instruc- 
tions to take steps towards the formation of 
a ministry ; and is authorized specially to 
address himself to Lords Grey and Gren- 
ville. It is, therefore, his request to know, 
when and where he can wait upon them. 
He would wishto bring Lord Erskine with 
him. June 6, 18 12. 11 forenoon. 



No. 29. — Minute of a Conversation between 
Lord Moira and Lords Grey and Gren- 
vitte^ at which Lord Erskine was present. 
^St. James's Ftace^ Jiuu Gih^ 1812. 

Lord Moira stated to Lord Grey and 
Lord Grenville, that he was authorized by 
the Prince Regent to consult with them on 
the formation of a new government. And 
satisfactory explanations having taken place 
between them, respecting such measures as 
appeared to be of the greatest urgency at 
the present moment, more especially with 
reference to the situation of H. M.'s Roman 
Gatholic subjects, and the differences now 
unhappily subsisting with America; and 
that Lord Moira had received this commis- 
sion without any restriction or limitation 
whatever being laid by the Prince, on 
their considering any points which they 
judged useful for his service ; they express- 
ed their satisfaction with the fairness of 
this proposal, and their readiuess to enter 
into such discussions as must precede xht 
details of any new arrangement. As % 
preliminary question, which appeared to 
them of great importance, they thought it 
necessary immediately to bring forward, 
to prevent the inconvenience and embar- 
rassment of the further delay which might 
be produced, if this negociation should 
break off in a more advanced state, they 
asked, whether thisfult liberty extended to 
the consideration of new appointments to 
those great offices of the household^ which 
have been usually included in the political 
arrangements made on a change of adminis- 
tration; intimating their opinion ^ that it 
would be necessary to act on the same prin- 
ciple on the present occasion, — Lord Moira 
answered, that the Prince had laid no re^ 
striction upon him in that respect^ and had 
never pointed in the most distant manner at 
the protection of those officers from re- 
moval; that it would be impossible for 
him (Lord Moira J^ however^ to concur in 
mAking the exercise of this power positive 
and indispensable y in the formation of the 
administration^ because he should deem it 
on public grounds peculiarly objectionable^ 
— To this Lord Grey and Lord Grenville 
replied, they also acted on public groimds 
alone, and with no other feeling whatever 

fTo be continued. J 
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THE LUDDITES, 

OR 

HISTORY OF THE SEALED BAG- 

No. m. 

In the Cbrmer Numbers I brought dowu 
ihrs curfous history to the ap point ment of 
the Committee 6f the House of Commons, 
to examine and report upon the contents of 
the SEALED BAG. I am now about to 
put upon record what has been the result of 
that exsunination ; and, when I have so 
done, I shall offer such remarks upon the 
subject as appear to me likely to assist in 
causing the thing to be seen in its true light, 
and also to be remembered for what it has 
been« The people of this country have 
been led on by degrees to their present 
state. 1^0 people were ever so much 
changed all at once. If, twenty years ago, 
the people of England, who were then 
shouting for war, had b«en'told what their 
state would be in twenty years from that 
time, they would have been ready, like 
Richard, to stab the prophet in the midst 
of his prophecy. If they had been told, 
that, before that war should end, they 
would be compelled to pay an income tax 
of ten per centum ; that they would be 
sabjected to laws of taxation such as those 
ni»w in existence ; that they would see Ger- 
man Troops brought into the heart of the 
country ; that they would see t^ie arms of a 
Loeal Mllitta put under the guird of regular 
soldiers ; that they would ,see barracks 
erected in, or on the side of every consider- 
able town ; that they would see districts of 
England put under the command of German 
Omcers ; that they would see the Judges 
. sitting at tlie assizes uiKkr the protection of 
regular soldiers ; that they would see sol- 
diers atteiiding to protect the Sheriff and his 
officers at the executbti of criminals ; that 
they would see soldiers called in at an elec- 
tion for members to serve in parliament ; 
and, Bnally, that they would see a law pass- 
ed fcwr DISARMING THE PEOPLE, or 
any jeonsiderable part <>f the. people: if 
they had beea told this, what'trduld th^ 
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I have said ? Would they not have regarded 
the man, telh'ng them so^ as either a mad^ 
man or one disposed to excite hatred against 
the government ? Would not such a maa 
have been prosecuted as a seditious tiUlter? 
Nay; how many Gentlemen, how many 
real friends of England and of English \U 
berty, were prosecuted, and some of then) 
utterly destroyed, for endeavouring to pre- 
vent the war, and to produce that reform, 
without which, as they then stated, it was 
impossible for England to avoid ruin ? But,, 
even their forebodings ; even their notions, 
of ruin fell far short of what we now have 

in the reality before our eye*. Let the 

reader, therefore, prepare his mind f<^r mucfat 
more than he has yet seen. What is to be 
the end of the progress, in which we now 
are, no man can say, and I shall not pre-> 
tend to conjecture; but, I beseech the reader 
to be prepared ; and with this caution to 
him, I enter upon the continuation of the 

history of the sealed bag. We before 

saw how the Secret Committee was ap- 
pointed; and we' have now to see its report »; 
This report was laid before the House of; 
Commons on the 8th instant, and, in sub- 
stance, it is given as stating, ^' that alarm* 
'* tng disturbances, destructive to property^ 
" prevailed in the counties of Lancaster, 
** York, fcc, and hud continued from tbc, 
" month of March down to the latest ac-»\ 
" counts on the 23d of June. That the 
" rioters assembled in the night-time, with 
'* their faces blackened, armed with tht 
**' implements of their trades, and other 
** offensive instruments, with which they 
" destroyed the property of those who 
" were obnoxious to thfera. That they had 
** in many instances written threatening 
" letters, ixad proceeded the length of set- 
*' ting fire to the houses of individaals, and 
*' even that an atrocious murder had been 
'' committed on a person of the name of 
" Horsefail, by four persons, who there 
'* was every reason to believe were accom- 
" plices in these disturbances. That great 
" dread and alarm was occasioned in con* 
<«%equctiCeof thcie proceedings ; and that, 
I) 
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^«( in some instahces, sums of money were 
<' demanded and extorted. The Commit- 
*' tee, without entering into iktails, thought 
<' it necessary to state, that the first object 
<^ of these rioters seemed to be the breaking 
*f of iQachihery ; but they had in many, tn-- 
*\ st^iKSfi. re9or|ed lo measures mfinUeiy 
^' more alarmine^ namely, the demanding 
<' of arms ',, and had even carriecl them off, 
'' in many instances where they allowed 
*^ every other species of property to remain 
<< untouched. Tliese seemed not to4>e the 
*' effect of any sudden impulse, but of an 
<* organized system of lawless violence. 
" Sometimes the rioters were under the 
" control of leaders ; and were distin- 
*l guishcd not by names but by numbers ; 
*^ were known to each other by signs and 
^* countersigns ; and carried on all with the 
*^ utmost caution. They also took an oath, 
*^ that while they existed under the canopy 
" of Heaven they would not reveal any thing 
^' connected with the present disturbances, 
*' under the penalty of being put out of ex- 
•* istence by the first brother whom they 
*< should mtttf Sec. It did not appear to 
*' the Committee that any sums of money 
** were distributed among the rioters. It 
*' was extremely difficult to discover them. 
*^ It was held out to them that they might 
*' expect to be joined by other discontented 
*^ persons from London, and that there 
*^ were persons in the higher ranis who 
*< would also letid them support; but of 
<' these insinuations the Committee were 
•^ able to find no evidence. Whatever was 
•^ their object, however, and whoever were 
*^ the secret movers of these disturbances, 
** yet the secrecy with which they were 
<*' carried on, the attempts at assassination 
<' that had been made, the oaths that hkd 
^' been administered, and the system of ter- 
*' ror that prevailed, had not failed to im- 
•'press the Committee deeply.'* Deep- 
ly enough, no doubt ; but there was, it 
seems, no evidence to prove ^seltin£on; 
np evidence to prove a plot. And, this is 
the circumstance that will most puzzle the 
ministry. They can find no e^ilalors. 
it is a movement of the people's own^ as 
fi^V as it goes ; and', if the ministry say, that 
it does not arise from the deamess of provi* 
sions and /rom ott^er causes of distress ; if. 
it does not arise from that source, it follows, 
that it must arise from some dislike qfwhal 
thp government itse(fis doing or has done; 
1^ Iollows,jthat tlie people are displeased 
efkiDK in their rulers ; and this is 

^affection, There is a 

lot the eulogists of the 




system. For, either it is a good system, 
or it is not : either it is calculated to make 
the people happy, or it is not : if thelatter, 
the system ought to be changed ;^ If tlie for- 
mer, the people are hostile to the govern^ 
metUJarhos^ihfs sake; they, iti this- case, 
mu»t hate the syMm vader which they 

live. 1 shall not undertake to aay which 

is the case. It is not necessary. fiut| one 
or the other is the case ; that I will say, 
and, 111 the assertion, I am warranted by 
irrefutable argument. The conclusion, 
either veay, is mortifying enough to the 
pride, of those, who began the war Cbr the 
purpose of keeping democratical principles 
out of England, aikl who^ at a later period, 
exultedyyviih, Arthue Younc, that nothing 
short of an iron despotism would be suffi- 
cient to keep order in France ; and that, 
thus, the people of England would be ter- 
rified from all thoughts of reform* This 
mab'gnant, this diabolical idea b clearly 
and unreservedly expressed by Arthur 
Young, in his "Warning." Yes; after 
having seen all France ; after having wit- 
nessea, described, and inveighed against 
the oppressions and miseries under the old 
government of France, he exults at the 
prospect of seeing the people of France 
punished with an iron and everlasting des- 
potism; and whyf Because they had put 
down for ever that old government, under 
which he had before said they were so 

grievously oppressed. But, what have 

these sentiments of the Secretary of the 
Board of Agriculture to do with the subfca 
before us ? A great deal to do with it* 
For, we now see, that though the people 
of France were so far foiled by the Ei^ish 
government and its allies as not to be able 
to establish freedom in France; though 
they have been, 'after all, compelled^ for 
the sake of tranquillity and safety, to sub* 
mit to what they call monarchy, and what 
our hired writers call a military despotism; 
though the wish, the abominable, the fiend- 
like wish of Arthur Young and the Anti- 
Jacobins 1^ been thus far, according to 
their own account, accomplished; though 
they assert that France labours under the 
most terrible of despotisms ; still are they 
now compelled to confess, that there are a 
part, at least, of the people of England who 
have not taken the ** Warning." These 
people have seta all that has passed in 
France. They have spen it all, and yet 
they are, it seems, not afraid of change t 
Mr. Young must be greatly surprised at 
this. He must be greatly mortified to see 
hb most charitable wish disappointed * 
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RetumiQg now more immediately to the 
subject; upon the above-mentioned report 
has been grounded a Bill, which is now be- 
fore parliament. Of this Bill, which is in- 
tended as a remedy for the evils stated in 
the report, the chief feature is a power 
given to the Justices (who are all appointed 
6y the Crown) to DISARM THE PEOPLE 
at their discretion, or, at least, so nearly at 
discretion, as to leave no room for a dearly 
defined exception.— ——There are other pro- 
vbions in the Bill» which would be calcu- 
lated to attract attention, if unaccompanied 
Vfhb that which I have just stated ; but ihis 
is such a thumper, that it leaves no room 
for surprise or any other feeling at the rest. 
DISARM THE PEOPLE ! Disarm the 
people of England ! And FOR WHAT ? 
No matter what. The fact is quite enough. 
The simple sentence stating this one ha 
will save foreign sutesmen the trouble of 
making any inquiries relative to the inter- 
nal state of England. It speaks whole vo- 
lumes. A law is passing for taking the 
arms away from a part of the people of 
£iu;land ! What can be added to this, in 
order to give Napoleon an adequate idea of 
bur situation? Why, this: tiiat LORD 
GASTLEREAGH is the man to propose 

the measure I The whole of the act will 

be insened by pie hereafter, in order that it 
mav be read in every country in the world ; 
and, in the meanwhile, I shall content my- 
self with a few remarks upon the debates, 
which took place, in the House of Com- 
mons, during the progress of the Bill ; but, 
these I must postpone to my next, for sub- 
jects now present themselves, which, in 
point of /iMf , demand a preference. None 
can equal it in point of intrinsic import- 
ance; because the disarming of the people 
u decisive of the character, not only of our 
present, but of our future situation ; but, in 
point of /iiiM, there are subjects which are 
still more pressing. 

SUMMARY OF POLITICS. 

Amulican States. A second Ami- 

rican Waf seemed to be all that was want- 
ed to complete the round of adventures in 
this jubilee reign ; and this, it seems, we 
have now got. -It was very hard to per* 
tuade people, that America would declare 
war. I begged of the Regent not to listen 
to those who afiected to laugh at American 
hostility^ I told him, in so many words, 
|hat we should have war, iinless we re- 
dressed the grievances that America com- 
plained of. Scarcely any body could be 



prevailed u^Km to believe this; but it is 
come true, it seems, after all. The Anti- 
Jacobins will not believe n^e ;. ihey despise 
my warnings.; ;an^ Jthey gay^r it in the 
end. NorcMiiy th^-poblic, but the. govern- 
ment, jn £nglandr«wJioU^.drsj>diJ^Ved that 
the Amefiqaos wjfAiW-gtf-tv *wa^^^ The 
truth 'is', \hat"t!iere arc so many news- 
papers in England, whose sole purpose i$ 
to deceive the public, that ihe wonder is^ 
that any truth at all ever gains general be- 
lief. There has, however, been an ex- 
traordinary degree of obstinacy as tp the 
real intention of America with i^gard to 
war. Nothing could induce people to be- 
lieve that she would go to war. I asserted 
and proved, as t thought, that it was na- 
turally to be expected that she would go to 
war, unless we did away the Orders in. 
Council and also the ImpressnQfent of Ame- 
rican Seamen ; hut, scarcely a soul would 
believe. Perhaps, it may be good for the 
cause of freedom that I was not believed • 

But, let us now quit the past, and look 

a little to the future. What will take 

place now ? The letter, or pretended letter^ 
from Liverpool, under the date of the 18th 
instant, would make this cheated nation 
believe, that, the moment the news arrives 
of the rep^l of the Orders in Council, Me 
quarrel with America will be al an end. 
——It will be best, however, to let the 

leuer speak for itself. " 1 have to ad- 

" vise you, that a pilot-boat is arrived here 
" to-day from New York, which she left on 
'' the 23d ult., bringing an account that the 
*' Senate, after deliberating seven days, had 
'< come to the resolution of declaring war 
^' agamst Great Briuin, 19 to 13. An 
" express had arrived at New York to Ma- 
'' jor Bloomfield, which he read at the bead 
** of his army, formally announcing that 
'* the United States had declared war 
'^ against Great Britain. — I think it proper 
*' to add, however, that the houses in New 
** York which dispatched the pilot with 
^^ this information, for the purpose of mak- 
^< iag speculations in produce, expressly 
'* ordered that, should the Orders in Coun* 
** crt be revoked, their, friends here were 
'' on no account to make any purchases for 
** them I — This is a convincing proof that 
** this Declaration of War will be short 
'< icved^ and on the arrival of the Gaaette, 
'< containing the revocation of the Orders 
^* in Council, ail matters in dispute be- 
^' tween the two countries will be amicably 
" settled The Mackarel sclioouer had been 
" dispatched from New York by Mr. Fos- 
** tcr, direct to Falmouth the day before 
02 
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*« the pilot-boat sailed. When the Senate 
•* came to the resolution of declaring war, 
*• Ike account of Mr. FercevaVs death had 
*^ not reached Washinelou^ but v^as known 
*«.at New V(frlf/' t-TKttt-aW false- 
hood is to b? set on looll • TC^t '^xt now to 
beiievCr'4!JaX.\4it*<tctjJlrji^on.of.war. is to 
fiare no eject/ ''TulinoWil.bis-Vce;! Assert- 
ed, distinctly asserted, that the Senate 
liad rejected the proposition for war. This, 
as the reader well knows, has been stated 
most distinctly, ^^th all the circumstances 
artending the fact. It was not only assert- 
ed, that the Senate had refected the propo- 
sition, but the number of the majority 
against the motion was given to this- deceiv- 
ed, this cheated, this insulted natron. In 
the Courier news- paper of the 17th instant 
vras published the following paragraph: 
— — '« We stop the press to state, that wc 
** have just learned, that on a motion made 
*' ill the House of Representatives for de- 
** clariug war against Great Britain, the 
** question was carried by a large majority; 
** but oa being brought up to the Senate, 
*' it was REJECTED by a majority of Two," 

^This was published on the 17th of 

July, and, on the 20th, the above letter 
Jrom Liverpool. — -wNow, upon what 021- 
ikoriiy was the first statement made? 
Ckarly upon no authority at all. It was a 
falsehood ; a fabehood intended to deceive 
the peoi^k of Eugland ; »falfieheod intended 
to cheat them ra falsehood intended to ati- 
3wer must base and yet most foo^sh pur- 
poses; for, on the tiOth^ out comes the 
truth by sheer force< I have heard a gen- 
tleman say, that he verily believed) that, 
if the French were at Dover ,^ half a million 
strong, those same news-^ paper? would re- 
present Napoleon as at th« last gasp* I 
hardly believe that; lor, by the time he 
wa3 safely landed^ they would be consi- 
dering of the means of going^ over to his 
side, and would, in their own minds, be 
settling as to their price. B«t, short of a 
crisis like that, . there is nothing that will 
JnducQ them to desist from perseverhig in 
lialsdiood to the verij moment of detection. 
To the .very moment ! They know \ttll, 
that a few weeks, days, or hours, must' ex- 
pose their falsehoods to tiie public ; but, they 
kntyw also, that, for those weeks, days, • or 
hours, the falsehoods answer their purpose. 
And, when one falsehood is worn out, they 
have another. Thus it is, that this nation 
is deceived ; it is thus that it is more 
deceived than any other nation upon earth ; 
and that, at last, when a calamity comes 
upon it, it seems to be thunderstruck at 



what all the rest of the world clearly fore- 
saw. It is thtis, too, more rhah by any; 
other means, that the country has beci^ 
brought inta its present humbled and dis- 
tressed state. The people have always been 
believing pretty nearly the contrary of 
truth wliilc the event was coming. The 
result has, in almost every case, been pre- 
cisely the opposite of what was expected r 
and the world have thought the people of 
England mad for their silly expectations i 
but, if the world knew the means that are' 
used to make the people of England believe 
falsehoods instead of truth ; if the world 
knew, that the people of England, during 
the progress of any expedition or other war- 
like undertaking, for instance, hear nothinj; 
but falsehoods respecting it, the world 
would not be surprised at the disappoint- 
ment of the people of England at the re- 

sult.T These observations apply with 

peculiar force to the dispute with America, 
who has been represented to* the people of 
England as being, even now^ wholly in- 
capable of going to war, and whose govern- 
ment has been represented as acting con- 
trary to the sense of the people in all its 
acts of resistance against England. Now, 
however, we ire at war, if the abo%'e news 
be true ; and even now new falsehoods are 

attempted to be palmed upon us. But,: 

does the reader not perceive, that, if Ame- 
rica has declared war^ she is at war ? And 
that, if she is at "v^ar^ there must be a^ 
trealy before there can be a peace ? Ta 
make a treaty of peace will require some 
months, at any rate ; and, does the reader 
suppose, that the Americans, after the ex- 
pense of arming has been encountered, will- 
disarm, till she has obtained satishiction 
upon all the points at issue? The acts of 
aggression (as she considers them) on our 
part are many ; and does the reader sup- 
pose, that the mere news of the repeal of 
the Orders in. Council will satisfy her? 

Besides, if there were no subject of 

disagreement but that of the Orders in ' 
Council, does not the reader perceive, that 
the «repeal has not been/ii//, and contpUte^ 
and unqualified ; and that, if it were so, 
America cannot be expected to disarm 
without some sort of compensation? What I 
Is our government to commit upon the 
Americans' whatever acts of aggression it 
pleases; and, after that, when America 
arras and declares war, are we to suppose, 
that, to effect an instant peace, we have 
nothing to do but to put a stop to our ag- 
gressions ? I do not take upon me to as- 
sert, that thty are agressions ; but, sup- 
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posing them to ht such, as I really thM 
they are, does (he reader suppose, that our 
govenlment possess a license, to coromit 
acts of aggression, and to put forward its 
liiere cessalion of them as a ground for 
peace with the offencled parly ? ' This is 
not the way wiih our government, either 
^broad or at home. It is always talking 
of ** indemnilyfor the past and securiiy/or 
the future ;** and, why are* we to suppose 
that the American Government will not 
talk in the same way ? If a man offend 
our government, does it say, ** <?ease to 
oBend us, and there is an end of the mat- 
ter?** No : this is not the language ft is 
ilow making use of to the people in the 
Luddite counties. It punishes them, when 
it can catch them ; and shall it lay it down 
^ a maxim, that it is never to be made 

responsible for what it does? The reader 

may be assured, that the Americans do 
not consider it as exempted from the usual 
l^ws and principles by which nations re- 
gulate their conduct towards each other ; 
and, he may be further assured, that the 
inquiries relative to the state of our manu- 
Tactur^rs will not, when read iii America, 

tend ' to lower her tone. She is noyv 

armed ; she has got ov^ her great reluct- 
ance to inlist soldiers and to fi^out armed 
vessels ; and, she will, in my opinion, 
never lay down her arms, that is to say, 
she will never make peace with us, until 
we agree to make her ample compensation 
for her losses and injuries under the Orders 
in Council, and also agree to desist from im- 
pressing any persons on board her ships at 

sea. Are we prepared fof this ? Are 

the associates of Perceval ready to give up 
these points? Are they ready to pay for 
what has been captured under regulations, 
which the Americans rtgard as a violation 
of their rights ; and are they ready to make 
it a crime in any English officer to seize 
seamen on board American ships at sea? 
If they arc, we shall certainly soon be at 
peace with America ; if they are not, my 
opinion is, that we shall have war with 

her, till those points are given up. 

The close of the pretended Letter from 
Liyerpool is curious. It observes that, 
*^ when the Senate came to the resolution 
*• of declaring war, the account of Mr. 
" f^rcevaPs death had not reached Wash- 

" ingtonj' As much as to say, that if 

the news of his death had reached Wash- 
ington, war might not have been declared \ 
And this is the way in which the friends 
of the lit.tle <fcad lawyer speak of him, is 
it> Itiey leave us clearly to infer, that 



the news of his death; the bare news of his 
death, might ^ave prjevented a ivar mih. 
America^ And yet have these same 
writep^ the impudence to call the people of 
Nottingham, and other phcts^\nwnsters 
because they expressed* their joy ii|>on re- 
ceiving that same. news ! In conclusion* 

I beg the reader to bear in mind, ,tiiat I 
have been nearly two years endeavouring, 
to prevent a war with America ; that, verf 
soon after I was sentenced to be imprisoned 
two years in Newgate an'd to pay a thou- 
sand pounds to the King, for. writing about 
the hogging of English Local Militia-raeii 
at the town pf Ely and about the employing 
of German Trppps upon that occasion ; I 
beg the reader to bear in mind, that, very 
soon after that imprisonmcfit commenced^, 
I began my most earnest endeavours to 
prevent this war, the most fatal, I fear, 
of all the many wars in which we liave 
been engaged, sjnce the presem King 
mounted the throne. J was enabled to tell 
pretty exactlv what would come to pass, 
unless we r«clressed the grievances of Ame- 
rica without delay. I had letters from 
America, written by persons of a little 
more understanding than appears to be 
possessed by those from wiiora our law- ' 
yers get their information. I did not 
know to what extent the merchants of Ame- 
rica might submit to have their property 
seized; but I was well assured, that the, 
American people would n* longer suffer 
their seamen to be impressed upon the ogen 
sea. This I was positively told nearly twa 
years ago; and, I am now particularly- 
anxious tu impress it upon the minds of 
the ministers ; for, they may be assured^ 
that the American Government, if jt has^ 
a(!rtually declared war, will never make 
peace till that point is settled to the satis- 
fact^ion ot the American people; til], in 
short, we agi*ee to desist wholly from taking 
any person whatever out of * American 

ship at sea. p-I am aware how stinging 

it will be to some persons in England to 
yield one jot to Ameisica. I am aware how- 
much more they hate her government than 
they hate that of France. I am aware 
how glad they would be to hear of the 
United States being swallowed up by an 
earthquake. Not so, however, the people 
of England generally, who do not grudge 
any tlnng that is yielded to America so 
much as they do what is yielded to other 
powers. They do not, besides, see very 
dearly the advantages ihcy are to derive 
from the keeping do^vn of the Americans b^ 
the meaiis of the English nary* ^^hey do 
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not see the benefit that is likely to accrue 
to them from any thing, the tendency of 
which is to press upon a free peoplef in 
another country. Nothing, I am con- 
vincedy will ever mak,e an American war 
popular in England. 

French Overtures for Peace. 

This is a subject of great importance. Not 
80 great as that of disarming the people of 
Jlnglish counties, but, certainly, of very 
great importance. Peace and Reform are 
necessary to England; they are now be- 
come necessary to her happiness and even 
to her safety., Whep, therefore, another 
ofier of peace has been made to us, it be- 
hoves us to inquire what were the terms 

proposed. In another part of thb Num- 

ocr I have inserted the letter of the Duke 
of Bassano, containing the proposition of 
the Emperor Napoleon, and also the an- 
swer of Lord Gastlereagh. The propo- 
sition has been represented as unfair, in- 
sidious, and I know not what besides ; but, 
in my opinion, a proposition more fair, 
more frank, and* the circumstances con- 
sidered, more moderate^ never was made 
by one nation to another at the opening of 
a negociation. The basis is, each party 
sliall keep in peace the territories of which 
the other has not been able to deprive him 
T)y war. This is the proposed basis ; or, 
at least, it is the main stone of it. And, 
what can be more fair; what more explicit 
or comprehensive ; what more reasonable ? 
To reject i basis like this is to proclaim a 
disposition to continue w2ir, without end 

and without object. But, it is, it may 

be said to other parts of the overture, that 
Lord Gastlereagh objects. He objects to 
the leaving of $pain in the hands of King 
Joseph. Tills point, has already cost us 
four years of war at the rate of about 
20,000,000 of pounds a year^ and how 
many men it has cost I cannot even venture 
to guess. Eighty millions of money is, 
however, something ; and, it would seem 
that we are very far indeed from being at 
the end of the account.-^ — ^The overture of 
Napoleon is, by Lord Gastlereagh, under- 
stood to mean, that, as to Spain, the pre- 
sent king, Joseph is to reign there ; and, 
this being the case, the Prince Regent can- 
not consent to treat, because he " owes it 
*« to his honour," because he is bound by 
treaty to Ferdinand and his Gortes. Really 
I do. not seo how he can be so bound. 
Ferdinand has lived in France ever since 
the war began in Spain. I am at a loss to 
imagine how he can be said to have any 



treaty at all with us. If we look upon his 
abdication in favour of Napoleon as nothing 
at all, still we must know that the man is 
in France ; we must know that he has never 
received any Embassador from England; 
that he has signed no ueaty, and mat he 
has, in fact, no power whatever as a king. 
Besides, who made him a king? How 
came he to be considered king of Spai|i ? 
His father is alive; and, while he lives, 
how can his son be king? Why, they 
tell us, that the king, his father^ abdicated 
the throne in favour of his son. But, the 
father has since declared, in the most pub- 
lic and solemn manner, that, in abdicating, 
he yielded to fear ; that the abdication was* 
extorted from him at the peril of his life , and, 
upon that ground he resumed bis crown. 
Besides, if the right of Ferdinand will 



stand upon the ground of an abdication in 
his favour, why will not the right of Na- 
poleon stand upon the same ground, since 
we know well, that Ferdinand abdicated 
the throne in favour of Napoleon ; If ab« 
dication is to hold good in the one case, 
why not in the other? If Ferdinand can 
acquire a crown by the' abdication of lis 
possessor, why can he not dispose of it in 
the same way ? — ^It has been said, that (he 
abdication wdA extorted from Ferdinand; 
but, we have not heard that he himsef/h2s 
made any such complaint. It is our kin^ 
and senerous government that makes the 
complamt for him. But, at any rate, it 
was but extorting from him that which his 
own father had accused him of having ex«* 
torted. If Ferdinand, in the (ace of his fa- 
ther's protest, had a right to possess the 
crown, surely any one to whom he might 
make it over could not fail in his right of 

possession. ^ much for the legitimate 

of Ferdinand's rights. This, hovyever, is 
a trifle compared with the design, now 
clearly developed, of continuing the war 
though Portugal is offered to be guaranteed 
to the House of Braganza. , What coi^d 
we expect more thaa this? This seemed, 
at one time, to be an object beyond our 
hopes ; and now when the enemy offers it 
to us, and offers besides to leave us in pos- 
session of all the French and Dutch and 
Danish Islands, containing about 35 mil- 
lions of inhabitants, nearly twice the num- 
ber that France has added to her subjects ; 
when the independence of Sicily is offered 
to be guaranteed ; and when the Emperor 
offers to leave us in quiet possession of 
Malta; aye, of that MAL^A, which was 
the cause, and the sole professed cause, of 
this war of Trojan duration ; whcai cvm. 
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Malta 18 •ofler^ to be left to us, our go* 
TeniflMQt ckcltoes to treat, it rejects the 
overtures/or the sake of Ferdinand and his 

Cortes! When, then, are we to have 

peace ? We have it now ia our power to 
see Portugal. independent of the Faench, to 
see Sicily ia a state to dispenn with the 
aid of an £agli»h army and an English sub- 
iidyi; and, at the tame time, we may re- 
tain possession of all the immense conquests 
that we have made during the war, ail the 
French and Dutch settlements in all parts 
of the world. In short, Napoleon gives 
up to us three quarters of the globe, except^ 
ing the American Stales^ which are not his 
to ^ive. — ^4 9bali be told, perhaps, that 
the guaranteeing of the independence of 
Portugal and of Sicily would be of no use ; 
for, that the enemy would seize on them in 
peace, or declare war again lor tfaet pur- 
pose, as sooti as oar troops were with- 
drawn. This is possible; but, then, he 
who tells me this, must recollect that bis 
argument goes to establish the necessity of 
•temal war^, or, ai leasts war to tbe exter- 
mination of Napoleon, and of all those who 
sh^ll posssess his power and act upon his 
policy; for, the same possibility will ex- 
ist next year as well as thb year, and every 
year as long as the power and territories of 
the French empire shall remain what they 

now are. ^The truth is, that the terms 

offered as a basis of peace are fair and rea-. 
sonable, and, for a first offer, very mo* 
derate ; but, eur government appears to be 
afraid of peaces It is obviously afraid, 
that guarantees would be usel^s in behalf 
•f Sicily and Portugal ; it is afraid that 
Napoleon would seize on them the moment 
our troops should be withdrawn, and it 
feds that it w^uld have no power to punish 
kimfor so doing! ^There's the ryb ! The 
great, the giant power of France; the iti- 
trinsic strength of that empire ; this it is 
that frishtens our government, and makes 
those who have tbe management of it alarm^ 
ed at the idea of peace; and this giant 
power has been created by those coalitions 
against republicanism, of which England 

was the soul.-* Were not this the oase 

it would be impossible lor any set of mi- 
nisters to think for one moment of rejecting 
an oScr like that contained in the letter of 
the Duke<>f Basssmo, which oibr, as I obr 
served befiore, giVes up all that we have 
ever contended for, except Spain ; and* if 
St be kald, that Spain in lamily alliance 
wikh France stolid he dangerous to us, let 
it be horae in mind, thai Spain has been 



in that state for more than a century, and 
that, even at the last peace^ the peace of 
Amiens, Spain was so completely in al>- 
liance with France, that the latter nego* 

dated for her. If not, then, with aa 

ofifer such as is now made us ; if we have 
now no chance of peace, when are wir 
to Itope for it ? If wc ar^ not to have 
peace till the giant power of France is 
reducedy who amongst us can reasonably 

hope to see peace again ? 1 shall return 

to this subject in my next.. 



BaisTOL Election.— —This contest is, 
for the present, at aa end. It has been de- 
cided against Me. Hunt by a large majori«> 
ty ; but, let it be borne in mi^d, that the 
el«cti(ni has been carried on under the 
" protection^ of soldiers. This is a perfect 

novelty, even in this age of novelties. 

That there will be another election is^ cei^ 
tain ; for, unless there be, there is an end, 
at once, to even the slightest show of the 

elective franchise. The nation is in^ 

debted to the people of Bristol ibr the Mnd 
that they have made against corrupt influ*- 
ence ; and the people of Bristol are iudebt'- 
ed to Mr. Hunt for having beea enabled to 
make that stand ; they are indebted to him, 
and to him alone, for having had AN 
ELECTION, or any thing in the shape of 

an election. 1 shall>, in my next, when 

in fuH possession of all the facts rdating to^ 
this glorious struggle against corruption^ 
put those fac^i upon record ia ^ way that L 
think most likely to give them the best 
chance of producing eflfect. 



En^ush Liberty op the Press.-; It 

appears to me to be necessary to put .upon 
record, in a compact form, all the princir 
pal facts relating to the prosecution carried 
on against me, and the puaiohment inflicted 

upon me. 1 shaU now state these faels 

here; and, in my next, and in every future 
dumber of the Register, if it continue to be 
published as long as I live, it shall feriiii 
the last page ; so that, in time, it may be 
read by every man in every country where 
the English language is undetstood ; and ad 
that it may, if peo|^e choose, be cut ofi^ 
and pastod upon walls or other places.-*-*^ 
I have confined myself to bare £iicts ; facts 
which HAobody can deny. I have had re* 
course (o no colouring at ail. Here ^tt the 
.imvarnished Jaets, and let every man form 
his own judgment upon them. 
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ENGLISH LIBERTY OF THE PRESS, 

As illustrated in the Prosecution and 

Panishmint of 

WILLIAM COBBETT. 
In order that my countrymen and that 
the world may not be deceived, duped, and 
theated upon this subject, I, WILLIAM 
GOBBETT, of Botlcy, hi Hampshire, put 
upon record the following facts; to wit: 
That, on the 24ih June, 1809, the follow- 
ing article was published in a London 

news-paper, called the Courier: 

*' The Mutiny amongst the LOCAL MI- 
** LiTIA, which broke out at Ely, was 
*^ forlunaitly suppressed on Wednesday, 
*' by the arrival of four squadrons of the 
«* GERMAN LEGION CAVALRY from 
■*' Bury, under the command of General 
** Auckland. Five or the ringleaders were 
** tried by a Court-Martial, and sentenced 
•*' to receive 500 lashes each, part of which 
*^ punishment they received on Wednes- 
** day, and a part was remitted. A stop* 
^^ p Age for their imapsacJkfi W23 the ground 
*^ of the complaint that eitcitcd this muti- 
^' nou8 spirit, which occasioned the men to 
" surround their officers, and demand what 
** they deemed their arrears. The first di- 
** vision of the German Legion halted yes- 
•* terday at Newmarket on their return to 
" Bury.*'- — That, on the 1st July, 1809, 
I published, in the Political Register, an 
article censuring, in the strongest terms, 
these proceedings; that, for so doing, the 
Attorney General prosecuted, as seditious 
libellers, and by Ex'-Officio Information, 
me, and also my printer, my pubjisher, and 
one of the principal retailers of the Political 
Register ; that I was brought to trial on the 
Idth Jane, 1810, and was, by a Special 
Jury, that is to say, by l^ men out of 48 
flppoiQtcd by the Master of the Crown Of- 
fice^ fi^und guilty; that, on the 20th of the 
same mouth* I wag compelled to give bail 
Ibc my appearance to receive judgment ; and 
that^ a& I came up from Botley (to which 
plaoe 1 had returned to my family and my 
farm on the evening of the 15thj, a Tip- 
staff went down from London in order to 
seize me, personally; that, on the 9th of 
July, 1810, I, together with my printer, 
|>ubUsher, axxi the newsman, were brought 
into the Court of King's Bench to receive 
judgment ; that the three former were sen- 
tenced to be imprisoned for some ivonths in 
tikeJCing's Bench prison; that I w^as sen- 
tenced to be imprisoned for two years in 
Newgate, the great receptacle for malefac- 
torsi and the front of which is. th« scene of 



numerous hangings in the course of evcrf 
year ; that tite part of the prison in which I 
was sentenced to be confined is sometimes 
inhabited by felons, that felons were ac- 
tually in it at the time I entered it; that one 
man was taken out of it to be transported in 
about 48 hours after I was put into the 
same yard with him; and that it is the place 
of confinement for men guilty of unnatural 
crimes, of whom there are four in it at this 
time; that, besides this imprisonment, I 
, was sentenced to pay a thousand pounds TO 
THfc: KING, and to give security for my 
good behaviour, for seven years, myself in 
the sum of 3,000 pounds, and two sureties 
in the sum of 1,000 pounds each; that the 
whole of this sentence has been executed 
upon me, that I have been imprisoned the 
two years, have paid the thousand pounds 
TO THE KING, and have given the bail, 
Timothy Bi-owh and Peter Walker, Esqrs. 
being my sureties ; that the Attorney Gene- 
ral was Sir Vicary Gibbs, the Judge who 
sat at the trial Lord Ellenborough, the four 
Judges who sat at passing sentence Ellen* 
borough, Grose, Le Blanc, and Bailey; and 
that the jurors were, Thomas Rhodes of 
Hampstead Road, John Davis of Southamp- 
ton Place, James Ellis of Tottenham Court 
Road, John Richards of Bayswater, Thomas 
Marsham of Baker Street, Robert Heath- 
cote of High Street Marylebone, Johir Maud 
of York Place Marylebone, George Baxter 
of Church Terrace Pancras, Thomas-Taylor 
of Red Lion Square, David Deane of St* 
John Street, William Palmer of UpperStreet 
Islington, Henry Favre of Pall Mall; that 
the Prime Ministers during the time were 
Spencer Perceval, until he was shot by John 
Bellingham, and after that Robert B. Jent- 
kinson. Earl of Liverpool ; that the prose- 
cution and sentence took place in the reign 
of King George the Third, and that, Ue 
having become insane during my imprison- 
ment, the 1,000 pounds was paid to his 
son, the Prince Regent, in his behalf; that, 
during my imprisonment, I wrote and pub- 
lishea 364 Essays and Letters upon politi- 
cal subjects ; that, daring the same time, 
I was visited by persons from 197 cities 
and towns, many of them as a sort of de- 
puties from Societies or Clubs; that, at the 
expiration of my imprisonment, on the 9th 
of July, 1812, a grea^diimer was given in 
Loudon for the purpose of receiving me, at 
which dinner upwards of 600 persons were 
present, and at which Sir Francis fiurdett 
presided; that dinners and other parties^ 
were held on the same occasion in many- 
other places in England ; that, on my wajr 
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lunne, I was received at Alton, the irst 
town in tiampsliire, with the ringing of the 
Church bells ; that a respectable company 
met me and gave me a dinner at Winches- 
ter ; that I was drawn from more than the 
distance of a mile into Botley by the peo- 
ple ; that, upon my arrival in the village, 
I found all the people assembled to receive 
me ; that I concluded the day by explaining 
to them the cause of my imprisonment, and 
by giving them clear notions respecting the 
flogging of the Local Militia-men at Ely, 
and respecting the employment of German 
Treops ; and^ finally, which is more than a 
compensation for my losses and all my tuf- 
ferings, I am in perfect health and strength, 
and, though I roust, for the sake of six chil- 
dren, feel the diminution that has been 
made in my property (thinking it right in 
me to decline the ofier of a subscription), I 
have the consolation to see growing up 
three sons, upon whose hearts, I trust, all 
these facts will be engraven. 

Wm. COBBETT. 

To Mtt. Richard Kittle, of Norwich-. 

Dear Sir, 
I have this moment received your letter 
of the 19th, informing me, that you, and 
other friends of freedom and enemies of 
corruption, have fixed on the 3d day of 
August next for giving me a dinner at the 
"White Swan in your city, and that you in- 
tend to advertise in both the Norwich pa- 
pers to that eflfect. By this time you will 
have received a letter from me, containing 
the reasons for my at preseni forgoing the 
very great honour which I was before in- 
formed you intended me; but, as I owe a 
similar explanation to all our friends in and 
near your public-spirited city, I here re- 
peat,, that I found my farm so imperiously 
to demand my presence, especially at this 
important season of the year, and with a 
sense of my recent losses in my mind, and 
prudence dictating, at the same time, the 
removal of my family from a gentleman's 
house to a farm house, that I could not 
bring myself to resolve to leave home, 
anxious as I was to see and shake by the 
hand the friends of freedom at Norwich. 
If the objea of my absence had been the 
rendering of some greater service to the 
cause of freedom than I could render by re- 
nuining at home, the reasons I have given 
would not have been a sufficient apology 

^ for the disappointment I shall occasiou; 

' bi4t».a&thc object would have been.no other 



than the receiving of a self* gratification, I 
trust that you and all our friends will have 
the goodness to accept, in the lieu of the 
personal attendance, the most sincere thanks 
for your kind intention, and an assurance 
that I shall always esteem it amongst the 
best compensations for the losses and the 
sufierings of your faithful friend, 

Wm. COBBETT. 
BotUy, July 23, 1812. 



MINISTERIAL NEGOCIATIONS. 
Documents publisbed, relating to the 

I^ATE NeCOCIA^TIONS FOR MAKING A NEW 

Ministry. 

f Continued from page 96, J 

than that which arose from the necessity of 
giving to a new goveniment that character 
of efficiency and stability, and those marks 
of the constitutional support of the crown, 
which were required to enable it to act 
usefully for the public service ; and that on 
these grounds it appeared to them indispen- 
sable, that the connexion of the. great of- 
fices of the court with the .political admi- 
bist ration should be clearly established in 
its first arrangements, — A decided differ- 
ence of opinion as ta this point having been 
thus expressed on both sides, the conversa- 
tion ended here, with mutual declarations 
of regret*- — Nothing was said on the sub- 
ject of official arrangements, nor any per- 
sons proposed on either side to fill any par- 
ticular situations. 

S, and C, Two Letters fwhkk passed be^ 
(ween Lords Mo ltd and Grey J subjoined 
for the purpose of throwing light on the 
groundof part of these transactions. (B.) 
—MapZXsty 1812. 

My dear Lord, — A just anxiety not to 
leave any thing subject to misunaers land- 
ing, must excuse me if I am troublesome 
to you. Since I quitted you, the necessity 
of being precise in terms has occurred to 
me : and, although I think I cannot have 
mistaken you, I wish to know if I am. accu- 
rate in what 1 apprehend you to have said. 
I understood the |M}sition, stated by you as 
having been what you advanced in the 
House of Lords, to be this, " That pledges 
'* had been given to the Catholics, a de- 
** pahure from which rendered their pre- 
*^ sent disappointment more galling; and 
** thai you said this in the hearing of per- 
** sons who could contradict you. if you 
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" were iiiaccuratc/' Just say whether I 
have takea your expression correctly or 
not. MoiftA. 

(C.) Holland Houst, May 31, 1812. 

My dear Lord, — I cannoc sufficiently 
dank you for your kind anxiety to procure 
an accurate statement of the words spoken 
by me in the House of Lords. It is diffi- 
cult to remember precise expressions so 
long after they were spoken; but 1 am 
sure I cannot be ftr wrong in stating the 
substance of what I said, as follo\YS : — I 
was Speaking on the subject oF the Irish 
Catbolics, and particularly on the charge 
of intemperate conduct which had bmi 
made against them. I stated, that gceat 
allowances were to be made for this, con* 
sidering their repeated disappointments; 
and I cited, as instances of these, the re- 
call of Lord Fitzwilliam, and the Union* 
I then said, that the most distinct and au-. 
thentic pledges had be^ given to them, of 
the Prince's wish to relieve them from the 
disabilities of vvhich they complained ; that 
I spoke in the hearing of persons who could 
contradict me if what I said was unfound- 
ed, and who would, I was sure, support 
its truth if questioned ; that now, when' the 
fulfilment of these pledges was confidently 
expected, to. see an Administration conti- 
nued in power, which stood on the express 
principle pf resisting their . claims, was, 
perhaps, the bitterest disappointment they 
h^d yet experienced ; and that it was not 
surprising, if, under such circumstances, 
they felt, and acted, in a way that all well 
wishers to the peace of the empire must re- 
gret« — This I give as the substance, and by 
no means as a correct repetition of the par- 
ticular expressions used by me ; and this 
italement I can neither retract, nor endea- 
vour to explain away. If, inconsequence 
of it, the Prince feels a strong personal ob- 
jection to me, I can only repeat, wh^t I 
liave already said to you, that I am per- 
fectly ready to stand out of the way ; that 
tny friends shall have my full concurrence 
and approbation in taking ofiBce without 
xne, and my most cordial , support in the 
government of the country, if their mea- 
siires are directed, as I am sure they must 
always be, by the priniiples on which we 
, have acted together. — I write this from 
Lord Holland^, in a great hurry, and in 
the middle of dinner; but I was unwilling 
to defer, even for a minute, to answer an 
inquiry, which I feel to be prompted by so 
friendly a solicitude for me. I have not 
th6 means of taking a copy of this letter. 



I shall therefore be. obliged to you to let mcr 
have one ; and I am sure» if, upon recollec- 
tion, I shall think it necessary to add. any 
thmg to what I have now said, you will 
allow me an opportunity of doing sq. 

G&BV. . 



PUBLIC PAPERS. 

England onrf Franci. Overtures for 

Peace by the Emperor /{apoleon. 

Copy of a Letter addressed by the Minister 
oj Foreign, Affairs to Lord Castlereagk^ 
Secretary of State for foreign Affairs 
to His Britannic Majesty. *^Far is f Apiril 
17, 1812. 

Sir, — His Majesty, constantly actuated 
by sentiments friendly to moderation and 
peace, is pleased again to make a solemn 
and sincere attempt to put an end to the 

miseries of war. The awful circam*^ 

stances in which the world is at present 
placed, have induced a resolution in the 
mind of his Majesty, the result of which 
has been to authorize me to explain to ypu, 
Sir, his Views and intentions.— Maiiy 
changes have taken place in Europe for the 
last ten years, which have been the neces- 
sary consequence of the war between France 
and England, and many more changes will 
be effected by the same cause. The parti^ 
cular character which the war has assumed, 
may add to the extent and duration of these 
results. Exclusive ^nd arbitrary princi'- 
pies cannot be combitted but by an opposi- 
tion without measure or end ; and the sy§^ 
tern of preservation and resistance sfaoaM 
have the same character of universality, 

perseverance, and vipur. ^The peace of 

Amiens, if it had been observed, would 

have prevented much confusion. 1 liear- 

tily wish that the experience of the past 
may not be lost for the future. — ^His Ma- 
jesty has often stopped when the most cer- 
tain triumphs lay before him, and turned 

round to invoke peace. In 1805, secure 

as he was by the advantages of his situatioDi 
and in spite pf the confidence which he might 
reasonably feel in anticipations which For* 
tune was about to realize, he made propo- 
sals to his Britannic Majesty, which vrere 
rejected, on th^ ground that Russia should 
be consulted. In 1808, new proposals 
were made, iil concert with Russia. Eng* 
land alleged the necessity of an intervention^ 
which could be no more than the resuh of 
the negociation itself. In 1810, his Ma- 
jesty, having clearly discerned that the 
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British Orders in CouncU of 1807, render- I influenced wn^jr bjr the ccmideratioiis of 
ed the conduct of the war incOTapa^blc 
with the independence of HoUaiia, caused 



indirect overtures to be made towards pro- 
curing the return of peace. They -weie 
fruitless, and the consequence was, that 
new Provinces were united to the Empire. 

In the present time are to be found 

united all the circumstances of the various 
periods at which his Majesty manifested 
the pacihc sentiments- which he now orders 
me again to declare that he is actuated by. 

The calamities under which Spain, 

and the vast regions of Spanish America 
suffer, should naturally excite the interest 
of all nations, and inspire them with an 

equal anxiety for their termination* 1 

■will express myself, Sir, in a mannei: 
which your Excellency will find conform* 
able to the sincerity of the step which I 
am authorized to take ; and nothing will 
better evince the sincerity and sublimity of 
it than the precise terms of the language 
which I have beeii directed to use. What 
-views and motives should iixduce me to en- 
velope myself in formalities suitable to 
weakness, which alone can find its interest 

in deceit? The aflairs of the Peninsula 

and the Two Sicilies are the points of dif- 
ference which appear least to admit of beiqg 
adjusted. I am authorized to propose to 
you an arrangement of them on the follow- 
ing basis : The integrity of Spain shall 

be guaranteed, France shall renoi|nce all 
idea of extending her dominions beyond 
the Pyrennees. The present dynasty shall 
be declared independent, and Spain shall be 
governed by a National Constitution of her 

Qorits. The independence and integrity 

of Portugal shall be also guaranteed, and 
the House of Brag;anza shall have the So- 
vereign authority. llie kingdom of 

Napics shall remain in possession of the 
present Monarch, and the kingdom of Si- 
cily shall be guaranteed to the present fa- 
mily of Sicily.- As a conseq^J^ce of 

these stipulations, Spain, Portugal, and Si- 
cily shall be evacuated by the French and 
English land and naval forces — -With re- 
spect io the other objects of discussion, 
t)iey' may be negociated upon this basis, 
that each power shall retain that of which 

the othef could no^.clepriv^ it by war. 

Such arc, Sir, "the grounds of cpn^iliatioa 



the interests of humaolty, and the fieace 
of his people, and if th'ts iburth attenpi 
should not be attended with succest, like 
those which have preceded it, Fnoce will 
at least have the consolation of tbiaktng^ 
that whatever blood may yet flow, will be 

j^stly imputable to Fngland alone. 1 

%zxt the honour, &c. 

The Duke or Bassano* 



offered by his Maicsty to his Royal High- 
ness the Prince Regen^. His Afajesty 

the Emperor and King, in taking this stiep, 
does not look either to the advantages or 
losses vvhich this Empire may derive from 
the watr, if it sboula be prolonged* be is 



Copy of the Answer of Lord Casllereaghi 
Secretary of State for Foreign. Agoirs of 
His BriUmnic Mqjesitf^ io the Leiier of 
ike Minisier for Fortign. HelaiionSj of 
ihe\7th of April, 1%;l^.— London, Of- 
fice/or Foreign Jffairs, April 23, 1^812. 

Sir, — Your Excellency's Letter of the 
17th of this month has been received and 
laid before the Prince Regent. — His Roya! 
Highness fielt that he owed h to his honour, 
before he should anthorize me to enter into 
any explanation upon the overture which 
your Excellency has transmitted, to ascer- 
tain the precise meaning attached by the 
Government of France to the following pas-i 
sage of your Excellency's Letter, the * ac- 
tual Dynasty shall be declared independent, 
and Spain governed by the national Consti- 
tution of the Cortes.' If, as his Royal 

Highness fears, the meaning of this propo- 
sition is, that the Royal authority of Spain, 
and the Government established by the 
Cortes, shall be recognized a^ residing in 
the brother of the head of the French G<h 
vemment, and the Cortes formed under his 
authority, and not in ^ the legitimate Sove<* 
reign, Ferdinand the Seventh, and his 
heirs, and the Extraordinary Assembly of 
the Cortes, now invested with the. power 
of the Government in that kingdom, in his 
I name, and by his author ity-^I am com- 
manded frankly and explicitly to declare to 
1 your Excellency, that the obligations of 
good faith do not permit his Royal High- 
ness to receive a proposition for peace 
founded on such a basis.-' But if the ex- 
pressions cited above j apply to the actual 
government of Spain, which exercises the 
Sovereign authority in the name of Ferdi- 
nand the VHth, upon an assurance of your 
Excellency to that effect, the Prmce Regent 
will feel himself'dispbsed to enter into a full 
explanation upon the basis which has been 
transmitted, in order to be taketi into consi- 
deration by hisi Royal Highness; and it 
being his most earnest wish to contribute, 
in concert with his Allies, to the repose of 
Eui[ope, and to briiig about a peace, which 
may be at once honourable, not only tor 
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Great Britaiti and France, biit also for those 
States which are in relations of amity with 

each of these Powers. Having made 

known without reserve the sentiments of 
the Prince Regent, with respect to a point 
on which it is necessary to have a full un- 
derstanding, previous to any ulterior dis- 
cussion, I shall adhere to the instructions of 
his Royal Highness, by avoiding all super- 
fluous comment and recrimination on the 
accessary objects of your letter. I might 
advantageously for the justification of the 
conduct observed by Great Britain at the 
difierent periods alluded to by your Excel- 
lency, reler to the correspondence which 
then took place, and to the judgment which 

the world has long since formed of it. 

As to the particular character the war has 
uuliappily assumed, and the arbitrary prin- 
ciples wnich your Excellency conceives to 
have marked its progress, denying, as I do, 
that these evils are attributable to the Bri- 
tish Goverument, I at the same time can 
assure your Excellency, that it sincerely 
deplores their existence, as uselessly aggra- 
vating the calamities of war, and that its 
most anxious desire, whether at peace or 
wap with France, is to have the relations 
of the two countries restored to the liberal 
principles usually acted upon in former 
times. 1 take this opportunity of assur- 
ing your Excellency of my respect. 

Gastlercagh. 

France and Russia, Correspondence 

relative to the Dispute 47/1812. 

Copy of a ^ole addressed by the Minister oj 
foreign Relations to Count Romanzow^ 
Chancell&r of Russia. Par is ^ April ^b^ 
1815. 

Count — His Majesty the Emperor of 
Russia had acknowledged at Tilsit the prin- 
ciple, that the present generation should 
not have looked to the enjoyment of happi- 
ness, but on the ground that the nations in 
the full enjoyment of their rights might 
give themselves up freely to the exercise of 
their industry; that the independence of 
their flag should be inviolable; that the 
independence of their flag was a right be- 
longing to each of them, and its protection 
a reciprocal duty of the one towards the 
other; that they were not less bound to 
protect the inviolability of their flag, than 
that of their territory; that if a Power 
cannoty without ceasing to be neuter, al- 
low its territory to be taken away by one 
of the Belligerent Powers, so neither can it 
ccmaia neuteri in permitting to be. taken 



away from under the protection of its flag, 
by one of the Belligerent Powers, the pro- 
perty which the other has placed there; 
that all Powers consequently have the right 
of exacting, that nations, pretending to 
neutrality, should cause their flag to be 
respected in the same manner as they en- 
force respect to their territory ; that so long 
as England, persisting in its system of war, 
should disavow the independence of any. 
flag upon the seas, no Power, which is 
possessed of coast, can be neuter witli re- 
spect to England. With that penetra- 
tion and elevation of sentiment by which 
he is distinguished, the Emperor Alex- 
ander also perceived that there could not 
be any prosperity for the Continenul States, 
but in the establishment of their rights by 
a maritime peace. This great interest was 
predominant in the Treaty of Tilsit, and 
every thing else was the immediate result 

of it. The Emperor Alexander ofiered 

his mediation to the English Government, 
and engaged, if this Government would, 
not consent to conclude peace upon the 
principle of acknowledging that the flags of 
all Powers should enjoy an equal and per- 
fect independence upon the seas,' to make 
common cause with France, to summon, 
m concert with her, the three Courts of 
Copenhagen, Stockholm, and Lisbon, to 
close their ports against the English, to de- 
clare war against Enzland, and to insist 
upon the adoption of the same measure by 
the various Powers. The Emperor, Na- 
poleon accepted of the mediation of Russia, 
but the answer of England was a violation 
of the rights of nations, till then unexam- 
pled in history. She, in the midst oF 
peace, and without any preliminarv decla- 
ration of war, attacked Denmarx, ^ sur- 
prised her capital, burned her arsenals, 
and took possession of her fleet, which was 
dismantled and lying secure in her ports. 
Russia, in conformity to the stipulations 
and principles of the Treaty of Tilsit, de- 
clared war against England; proclaimed 
anew the principles of the armed neutra- 
lity; and engaged never to swerve from 
this system. Here the British Cabinet 
threw off* the mask, by issuing, in the 
month of November, 1807, those Orders 
in council, by virtue of which England 
levied a toll of from four to five millions 
upon the continent ; and she compelled the 
flag of every Power to submit to the regu- 
lations which were the result of her prin- 
ciples of legislation. Thus, on the one- 
side, she made war upon all Europe ; and, 
on th^ other^ she secured to herself the 
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means of pcrpetuaiing the duration of that 
war, by fdundihg her financial system upon 
the tributes which she arrogated to herself 

-*a right of imposing upon all people. 

Already in 1806, and while France was at 
war with Prussia and Russia, she hud pro- 
claimed a blockade which had placed under 
an interdict the entire coast of an empire. 
When His Majesty enteitd Berlin, he an- 
swered this monstrcius presumption by a 
Decree of blockade against the British Isles. 
Bui to meet the Orders in Council of 1807, 
more direct and specific measures were ne- 
cessary ; and His Majesty, by the Decree 
of MiJaa, of the 17th of December of the 
same year, declared all those flags dena- 
tionalized which should permit their neu- 
trality to be violated by submitting to those 

Orders. The attempt on Copenhagen 

had been sudden and public. England 
had prepared in Spain new attempts, hatch- 
ed with reflection and in the dark. 

Not having been able to shake the deter- 
mination of Charles IV., she formed a 
party against that Prince, who would not 
sacrifice to her the interests of his kingdom. 
She used the name of the Prince of the 
Asturias, and the father was driven from 
his throne by the name of the son. The 
enemies of France and the partisans of 
England took possession of the Sovereign 

authority. His Majesty, called upon 

by Charles the Fourth, sent troops into 
Spain, and war was commenced in the 

Peninsula.-' By one of the stipulations 

of Tilsrt, Russia was to evacuate Walla- 
chia and Moldavia. This evacuation was 
deferred — new revolutions, which had 
taken place at Constantinople, had several 
^imes bathed in blood the walls of the 

Seraglio. Thus scarcely a year had 

elap^ from the peace of Tilsit— the af- 
fairs of Copenhagen, of Constantinople, 
itnd the Orders in Council, published in 
1807", in Eneland, had placed Europe in 
so unlooked-for a situation, that the two 
"Sovereigns thought proper iff come to an 
understanding, and the interview at Er- 
furth took place. ^With the same de- 
signs, and inspired by the same spirit which 
had directed their proceedings at Tilsit, 
they agreed as to what exacted from them 
such considerable changes. The Emperor 
consented to withdraw his troops from 
Hussia, and at ihe same time consented 
that Ritssia should not only evacuate Wal- 
lachia and Moldavia, but that she should 
unite these provinces to her empire. 



The iy^o Sovereigns, inspired with one 
and the same desire of re-estabtlshing a 



maritime peace, and then as much dis^ 
posed as at Tilsit to defend those principles 
for the defence of whicli they had entered 
into an alliance, resolved to make a so- 
lemn application to England. You, Count, 
came, in consequence, to Paris, and a 
correspondence ensued between you and the 
British Government. But the Cabinet of 
London, which had perceived that war 
was about to be rekindled on the Conti- 
nent, rejected all overtures towards nego- 
ciation. Sweden had refused to shut hec 
ports against England ; and I^ussia, in 
conformity to the stipulations of Tilsit, had 
declared war against her. The result to 
her was, the loss of Finland, which wai 
united to the Russian empire ; and at the 
same time the Russian armies occupied the 
fortresses on the Danube, and made war 
with effect upon the Turks. Neverthe- 
less, the system of England was trium- 
phant. Her Orders in Council threatened 
to produce the most important results ; and 
the tribute, which was to furnish the means 
of supporting the perpetual war which she 
had declared, was perceptible upon the 
seas. Holland and the Hanseatic Towns 
continuing to trade with her, their com- 
merce frustrated the salutary and decisive 
regulations of the Decrees of Berlin and 
Milan, which alone were calculated to ef- 
fectually resist the principles of the British 
Orders in Council. The execution of these 
Decrees could not be assured, but by the 
daily exercise of a firm and vigilant Admi- 
nistration. Unexposed to the influence of' 
the enemy, Holland, and the Hanseatic 
Towns, it was necessary, should be united. 
But while the sentiments dearest to the 
heart of His Majesty yielded to the interest 
of his people and that of the Continent, 
great changes were taking place. Russia 
abandoned the principle to which she had 
pledged herself at Tilsit, viz. to make 
common cause with FraTice, which she had 
proclaimed in her Declaration of War 
against England, and which had dictated 
the Decrees of Berlin and MUan. — — They 
were evaded by the Ukase which opened 
the ports of Russia to all English ships 
laden with colonial produce, English pro- 
perty, provided that they were under a 
foreign flag. This unexpected blow an- 
nulled the Treaty of Tilsit, and |hose im*- 
portant transactions which had put an end 
to the struggle between the two greatest 
Empire^ of the World, and which had 
afibrded to Europe a probability of obtain- 
ing a maritime peace. Approaching coto- 
motions and bloody wars wer« t>f course to 
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be immediately expected. The conduct 

of Russia at this time was constantly di- 
rected towards these fatal results. The 
uniting of the Duchy of Oldenburgfa, dove- 
tailed, as it were, into the countries re- 
cently brought imder the same principles 
of Government as France, was a necessary 
consequence of the uniting of the Hanseatic 
Towns » An indemnity was oSered«' This 
object was easy to regulate with reciprocal 
advantage. But your Cabinet made an af- 
fair of State of it ; and, for the first time, 
was seen a Manifesto of an ally against an 

ally, ^Thc reception of English vessels 

in Russian ports, and the regulations ef the 
Ukase of 1810, had made it known that 
the treaties were dissolved. The Manifesto 
showed that not only the bonds which had 
united the two Governments were broken, 
but that Russia had publicly thrown the 
gauntlet to France, for a difficulty which 
was foreign to her, and which could not 
be solved but by the method which His 

J^ajesty had proposed. It was not to 

be concealed that the refusal of this <^er 
disclosed the project of a rupture already 
foroied. Russia prepared for it at the very 
time that she was dictating terms of peace 
to Turkey ; she suddenly recalled five di- 
visions of the army of Moldavia : and, in 
the month of February 181 1 , it was known 
;it Paris that the army of the Duchy of 
Warsaw had been obliged to repass the 
Vistula, in order to fail back upon the 
Confederation* because the Russian armies, 
on the frontiers, were so numerous^ and 

bad assumed so menacmg a ppsture.-^ 

When Russia had resolved on measures 
contrary to the interests of the active war 
which she had to support — when she had 
imparted to her armies a developement 
burdensome to her finances, and without 
any object, in the situation in which ati 
the Powers of the .Goutinent were then 
placed, all the French troops were within 
the Rhine, except a corps ot 40,000 men, 
stationed at Hamburgh for the deGmce of the 
coasts of the North Sea^ and for the main-* 
tenance of tranquillity in the countries re- 
cently united ; the reserved places in Prussia 
were occupied only by the Allied troops. 
A garrison of only four thousand men had 
xemained at Dantzic ; and the troops of the 
Duchy of Warsaw were on the peace esu- 
blishment, a part of them even was in 
3pain«— n — The preparations of Russia then 
were without object, unless she entertained 
tax expectation to impose upon France by a 
grand Array of forces, and to oblige her to 
put aa uii to the discussions respeaing 



Oldenburgh, by sacrificing the existence oC 
the Duchy of Warsaw; perhaps, also^ 
Russia, pot being able to disguise from 
herself the fact of her having violated the 
Treaty of Tilsit^ had recourse to force, for. 
no other purpose but to seek to justify, 
violations which could not be defended. 

His Majesty nevertheless remained 

unmoved (impossible). He persevered inc 
his desire of an arrangement: he 'was of 
opinion, that at any period it would be 
time enough to resort to arms ; he required 
only that powers should be sent to Prince 
Kurakin, and that a negociation should be 
opened with respect to these. diBerences^ 
which might be thus easily terminated, and 
which were by no means of a nature to call 
for the eflfusion of blood. They were rc« 
ducible to the four following points : 
Ist. The existence of the Duchy oT War- 
saw, which had been a condition of the 
peace of Tilsit, and which, since the close 
of 1809, gave Russia occasion to manifest 
those instances of defiance to which His 
Majesty answered with condescension, car- 
ried as far as the most exacting friendship 

could desire, and honour could allow. 

2d. The annexation of Oldenburgh, which 
the war against England had reiuiered ne* 
cessary, and which was conformable to the 

spirit of the Treaty of Tibit. 3d. The 

Legislation respecting trade in English mer' 
chandises and denationalized vessels, which 
ought to be rejpilated according to the spir 
rit and the term$ of the Treaty of Tilsit, 
4th. Lastly, the dispositions of the 



Ukaie of 1810, which| by destroying all 
the commercial relations of France with 
Russia, and opening her portf to siqiulated 
flags freighted with Enjglish property, were 
contrary to the letter otthe Treaty of Tilsit. 

Such would Jiavc been the objiects of 

the negociaiioo* ^As to what concerned 

the Duchy of Warsaw, His Majesty would 
have been forward to adopt a Convention, 
by which h^ would pledge himself uSt to 
encourage any enterprise which might have 
a tendency, directly or indirectly, to lead 

to the re-establishment of Poland. ^As 

to Oldenburffh, he ofiered to accept the in- 
tervention of Russia, which, nevertheless 
had no right to interfere in what involved 
a Prince of the Confederation of the Rhine, 
and he agreed to give that Prince an in- 
demnity, With regard to commerce in 

English merchandises and to denationalized 
ships. His Majesty desired to come to some 
understanding, in order to rec^mcile the 
wants of Russia with the principles of the 
Continental l5ysteui| and the spirit of the 
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Treaty ofTObit.— And, lastly, as to the 
Ukase, His Majesty consented to conclude 
a Tk«aty of Commerce, which, in securing 
the commercial relations of France, would, 
at the same time, provide for all the inte- 
itsts of Rus^a. — —Tlie Emperor flattered 
himlrelf, that such dispositions, dictated by 
so jifanifest a spirit of conciliation, woiidd, 
at length, have led to an arranjgement. 
But it was impossible to prevail upon 
Russia to grant the powers for opening a 
uegociation. — She invariably answered all 
the new offers made to her by fresh arma- 
nents, and the conclusion was, at length, 
Decessariiy come to, that she refused to ex- 
plamj because she had nothing to propose 
but what she dared not avow, and which 
could not be granted to her ; that it was 
not any stipulations, which by identifying 
the Duchy of Warsaw still more with Sax- 
ony, and placing that Dvichy in security 
from ' any commotions that might alarm 
Russia fbr the tranquillity of her provinces, 
that she was desirous to obtain, but the 
Duchy itself, which she wished to unite to 
herself : that it was not her own commerce, 
hilt that of the English which she wished 
to fitvour, in order to release England from 
thecatastrophe which menaced her: that it 
was not for the interests of the Dvkc 
of Oldenburgh that Russia wished to 
interfere in the husinessi respecting the an- 
nexation of that Duchy, but that it was an 
open quarrel with France that she wished 
to keep in reserve, till the moment of the 

rupture for which she was preparing. 

The Emperor then became sensible that he 
fa^d not a moment to lose. He also had 
recourse to arms. He took measures to 
oppose army to army, in order to guaran- 
tee a State of the second order so often me- 
naced, and which reposed all Its confidence 

upon hi$ protection smd good faith. 

Mevettheless, Count, His Majesty still 
contintied' to avail himself of every oppor- 
tunity to maiiifest his sentiments. He de-r 
clared publicly, on the 15th of August last, 
the necessity of arresting the yery dan- 
geroits course in which affairs were pro- 
ceeding, and wished to attain that object 
by arrangements, for which he nevier ceased 
lb request that a negociation should be en- 

teitsd into. -Towards the close of the 

monib of N6vieiikber foUowins^, His Ma- 
jesty believed he might indulge the hope 
that this view was at length likely to be 
participated in by your Cabinet. It was 
announced by you. Count, to the Ambas- 
sddor of His Majesty, that M, de Nes- 



selrode was destined to proceed to Paris 
with instructions. Four months elapsed 
before His Majesty was apprized that this 
mission would not take place. He instant- 
ly sent for Colonel Czemichew, and gave 
him a letter to the Emperor Alexaideri 
which was a fresh endeavour to open nego- 
ciations. M. de Czemichew arrived on 
the 10th of March at^. Petersburg, and 

that letter still remains unanswered.* 

How is it possible longer to dissemble that 
Russia evades all approximation? For 
eighteen months she has made it a constant 
nde to lay her hand upon her sword when- 
ever propositions for an arrangement have 

been made to Russia. Seeing hitnself 

thus constrained to abandon every^ hope 
from Russia, His Majesty, before he should 
commence this contest in which so much 
blood must be shed, felt it to be his duty 
to address himself to the English Covem- 
ment. The distress felt hj England, the 
agitations to which she is a prey, and the 
changes which have taken place in her Go- 
vernment, decided His Majesty to take this 
course. A sincere desire of peace dictated 
the proceeding, which I have received 
orders' to communicate to you. No agent 
had been sent to London, and there has 
been no other communications between the 
two Governments. The letter, of which 
your Excellency will find a copy annexed^ 
and which I addressed to the Secretary fior 
Foreign Affairs of His Britannic Majesty, 
had been sent by sea to the Commandant 

on the Dover station.- The course which . 

I now take towards you, Count, is a con* 
sequence of the dispositions of the Treaty of 
Tihit, with which His Majesty has the wish 
to comply till the last moment. If the 
overtures made to England should produce 
any result, I shall take the earliest oppor* 
tunity to make it known to your Excellencr. 
His Majesty the Emperor Alexander will 
participate in the business, either in conse- 
quence of the Treaty of Tilsit, or as an ally^ 
of fi'ngland, if his relaticbs with that coun- 
try be, already adjusted. 1 am formally 

commanded. Count, to express, in con- 
cliiding this dispatch, the wish already 
communicated by His Majesty to Colonel 
Czemichew, to see those negociations, 
which, during eighteen months, he has 
never ceased to solicit, prevent, at lengthy 
those events which humanity would have 

so much reason to deplore. Whatever 

may be the situation of things when this let- 
ter shall reach your Excellency, Peace will 
still depend upon the determiBattflBs ^ 
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your Cabinet. 1 have the honour, 

Count, to offer you the assurance of my 
high consideration. 

The Ouke of Bassano. 

Copjf of a KoUfrom Prince Kurakin to the 
' MinisUr of Foreign Affairs* — Paris^ 18 
; {30) Aptit^ 18)2. 

; My Lord Dnke,^— Since the interview 
;nrhich I had on Tuesday last with your Ex- 
cellency, and in the course of . which you 
^ve me reason to suppose that the verbal 
communications which I had the honour of 
making, accordinj; to the tenor of my latest 
iu»tractions, should be admitted as the 
grounds of the arrangements on which we 
are about to enter ; since that time 1 have 
not been able to fmd you at home, and 
eater into a second conference, in order to 
the discussion of this object, and the settling 
the project of this convention. It is im- 
possible for me, my Lord, to defer . any 
iox^qr transmitting to the Emperor, my 
master, an account of the execution of the 
orderg he has given me. I acquitted my- 
t self verbally towards his Majesty the Em- 
peror and Kiqg, in the private* audience 
which he granted me on Monday. I also 
acquitted myself in the sanie manner to- 
wards your Excellency, in my interview 
with you on Friday, Monday, and Tuesday. 
I flattered myself, tha( the agreement to a 
project of convention, founded upon a bapis 
wh|ch I had the honour to propose, and 
which I had hoped would be agreeable to 
his Majesty the Emperor and King, would 
put it in my oower to prove immediately to 
his Majesty the Emperor^ my master, that 
I had fulfilled his intentions, and had the 
good fortune to have done so successfully. 
Deprived for two days of the power of see- 
ing your Excellency, of following up and 
concluding, in conjunction with you, a work 
Sf important and so urgent, in consequence 
of the circumstances tliat are to be submit- 
ted to us. that not a single day should be 
lost; and seeing the certainty overthrown 
wkh which I had iBattered myself that this 
work would be finished without delay, and 
which might lead to the conclusion that it 
ought to have, namely, that of preventing 
the fatal consequences of the close approach 
which has been made by the army of his 
Majesty the Emperor and King to that of 



the Emperor, my masteri it now remains 
for me to provide for my responsibility to-^ 
ward3 my Court, by ofl&cially acquitting 
myself, in the communication which I have 
received orders to make to your Excellency^ 
and which hitherto have been only made; 

verbally. 1 am ordered to declare to 

your Excellency, that the preservation of 
Prussia, and her independence from every 
political engagement directed against Rva* 
sia, is indispensable to the interests of his 
Imperial Majesty. In order to arrive at a 
real state of peace with France, it is neces- 
sary that there should be between her and 
Russia a neutral country, which shall not 
be occupied by the troops of either of the 
two powers ; that as the entire policy of his 
Majesty the Emperor, my master, is calcu- 
lated to preserve solid and stable prmcipl^ 
of amity with France, which cannot sub- 
sist so long as foreign armies continue to be 
quartered so near the Russian frontiers, the 
first basis of negociation can be^ no other 
than a formal engagement or a complete 
evacuation of the Prussian Stales, and of all 
the strong places of Prussia, whatsoever 
may have been the period and the pretext 
of their occupation by the French or Al- 
lied troops ; of a diminution of the garrison 
of Dantzic ; the evacuation of Swedish Po- 
merania, and an arrangement with the King 
of Sweden, calculated to give mutual satis- 
faction to the crowns of France and Swedep* 
1 must declare, that when the mea- 
sures above-mentioned shall be acquiesced 
in on the part of France, as the basis of the 
arrangement to be concluded, I shall be 
permitted to promise, that such arrange- 
ments may include, on the part of his Ma- 
jesty the Emperor, my master, tlie follow- 
ing engagements: Without deviating 

from the principles adopted by the Empe- 
ror of all the Russias for the commerce of 
his States, and for the admission of neutrals 
into the ports of his dominions — principles , 
which his Majesty can never renounce, he 
binds himself, as a proof of his adherence 
to the alliance formed at Tilsit, not to adopt 
any change of the prohibitive measures esta- 
blished in Russia, and severely observed to 
the present time, against direct trade with 
England. His Majesty is also ready to 
agree with his Majesty the Emperor of the 
/To be continued, J 
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To MV Cor BES PON DENTS. 
ot..<w%. X t^.«. .«^«aafivvi fiuine, me postogr 
of Letters has cost roe more than thirty 
shillings a week. This is ao expense that 
it would be inconvenient for me to bear. 
I therefore hereby notifyi that, after this 
day week, I will never, on any account, 
receive any letter, from any body, (he post- 
age of which is not paid^ whether by the 
Oeneral or by the Twopenny post; and 
that I will pay the postage of all the Letters 
that I send to any persons whatever. Par- 
cels left with Mr. Ba^^shaw, Brydges Street, 
Covent Garden, will be forwarded to me 
with care. 



TO THE INDEPENDENT ELECTORS 
OF BRISTOL. 

Letter II. 
Centlemeiif 

If I havt iwt Co congratttiaee yon upon 
die return of Mr. Hunt as your representa- 
tiv«4 I may well congratulate you upon tht 
spirit which you have sliown during the 
ciectiou, and upon the ptospect of final sue- 
ctss from the exertion of a similar spirit. 
Hiat aootbef contest will take place in a 
few months there can be no doubt ; for, the 
law aHows of no exceptions with regard to 
the use of soldiers, llie ancient common 
law of England forbade not only the use, 
but the very shdiw of force of any kind, at 
dcctrons; and* the act of parliament, made 
in the reign of King George the Second, is 
quite positive as to a case like yours. 
That Ajct, after statmg the principle of the 
Gomnum Law as to soldiers in an eleciioR 
towni says, that, when an election is about 
lo take pbce in any city •r borocich, where- 
in there are any soldiers stationed or quar- 
tered, the sc4diers shall be removed out of 
the said city ofr borough ; that they shall go 
out one day^ at least, before the p<>ll be- 
gins; that ihty shall not retuFn till one 
day, at least, after the poll has dosed ; 
that the distance to which they shall be re- 
moved, shall be two miles at least. There 
are a few Exceptions, such as Westminster 
or anf othar i^ace v^hece &e Royal Family 
may be, who^ aCe to hate their guards 
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about them whether there be an electioa 
Koing on or not ; and also, in case of forti- 
fied towns, where, thoughlthere be an elec- 
tion going on, soldiers are to remain in suf- 
ficient number to take care of the works. 

Now, then, as Bristol is neither a [dace 
of residence of the Royal Family, nor a for- 
tified town, it is clear, that, if soldiers have 
been sufivred to remain in, pr to return to, 
your city within the periods above ^de-^ 
scribed, the election must be void; or» 
there is, at once, an end to the above-men- 
tioned act of parliament, and also to the 
ancient common law of England in this re- 
spect, and the very show of freedom of 
election is gone. It has not only been 
stated to me from the best authority ; but, 
it has been stated in print by youir well- 
known enemies, that soldiers were not 
only brought within the precincts of your 
city, during the time that the poll was 
open, but that they actually were stationed^ 
with bayooeu fixed, in the very Guildhall ; 
and, in short, that after the first or second 
day of the election, the city was imder the 
control of military armed meiL 

This being the case, there can be n9 
doulit of the election being declaimed void^ 
or, if it be not, there will, at any rate, be 
no disguise ; it will become openfydeclaredf 
that soldiers, under the command of men 
appointed by the King, and rerooveable at 
bis sole will, can be, at any time, brought 
iiito a place where an eleaion is gomg on> 
and can be stationed in the very building 
where the poll is taken. Whether, amongst 
the other strange things of our day, we are 
doomed to witness this, is more than I can 
say ; but, at the least, it will be something 
JedsiPt; something that will speak a plaim 
UUigUt^ : something that will tend to fa- 
shion men's minds to what is to come. 

But, I have heard it asked : ** would 
** you, tbeu, in no casty have soldiers call- 
** ed in during an election? Would vou 
•• rather see a city burnt down?" Aye 
would I, and to the very ground ; and, ra- 
ther than belong to a city where soldiers 
w^re to be brougkt in to assist at elections, 
I would expire myself in the midst of the 
flames, or, at least, it would be my duty so 
16 do, though I might fail in the courage 
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to perform it. But, wki/ should a city be 
burnt dawn^ unless protected ' by soldiers ? 
Why suppose any such case? Really, to 
hear some men taUc now-a-days, one would 
be almost tempted to think that they look 
upon soldiers as necessary to our very ex- 
istence ; or, at the least, that they are ne- 
cessary to keep us hi order, and that the 
people of England, so famed for their good 
sense, for iheir public spirit, and tk»irQhe. 
dience to the laws, are no^ a set of brutes, 
to be governed only by force. If there are 
men who think thus of the people of Eng- 
land, let them sp^ak out ; and then we 
shall know them. Bitt, Gentlemen, it is 
curious enough, that the very persons, who, 
upon all occasion^, are speakiug of the peo- 
ple of England asf being so happy, so con- 
tented, so much attached to their govern- 
ment, are the persons who represent sol- 
diers as absolutely necessary to keep ihis 
same people in order ! 

To iiear these men talk, one would sup- 
pose, that soldiers, as the'means of keeping 
the peace, h^l always made a part of our 
gtivemment; and, that, as to elections, 
^{\tv^ always may have been cases when the 
calling in of soldiers was necessary. But, 
tlie fact is, that soldiers were wholly un« 
kuown to the ancient law of England ; and, 
tbat| as to an armif^ there never was any 
thing of an army established in England till 
within a hundred years. How was the 
peace kept then ? How were riots sup- 
pressed in those times ? We do not hear 
of any cities having been burnt at elections 
in those days. I will not cite the example 
of America, where there are elections going 
on every year, and where every man who 
pays a sixpence Tax has a vote, and yet 
where there is not a single soldier in the 
space of hundreds and thousands of miles ; 
I will not ask how the peace is kept in that 
CQumry; 1 will not send our opponents 
across the Atlantic; I will confine myself 
to England; and,a^ain 1 ask, howthe peace* 
was Hept in the times when there were no 
Sifldiers in England? I put this question 
to the friends of Corrujpiion; I put this 
question to MrrMills, of the Bristol Ga- 
zette, whose paper applauds the act of in- 
troducing the troops. This is my question :. 
how was the peace kept at elections, how 
were towns and cities preserved, how was 
the city of Bristol saved from destruaion, 
in those da^s when there were no soldiers in 
jCngland^ I put this question to the apos- 
tles of tyratmy and despotic sway; and, 
Gentlemen, we may wait loug enough, 1 
believe, before they will venture upon an 
answer. 



I have heard it asked : " What ! would 
" ywt) thea, make an election void, b^ause 
" soldiers were introduced, though one of 
^' the candidates would have been killed, 
" perhaps, without the protection •f the 
•* bayonet? Would you thus set an elcc- 
** tion aside, when it might be evident, 
** that, without the aid of soldiers, the man 
** who has been elected, would not, and 

*' could •»'»*-r tiaw^ Kaau circled r%r\ arrouQl 

" of the violence exercised against hiir 
'' If that be the case, there is nothing to d<> 
'* but to« excite great popular violence 
^* against a man; for, that beii^ done, ypu 
'* either drive him and his supporters from 
" the polling place, or, if he call in soU 
" diers, you make his election void/' 
This has a little plausibility in it; but, as 
you will see, it will not stand the test of 
examination. Here is a talk about excit- 
ing of violent proceedings ; here is a talk 
about burning the city ; but, who^ Gentle- 
men, were to be guihy of these violent 
proceedings ; who were to Bum the#city ? 
Not the horses or dogs of Bristol ; not any 
banditti froqi a foreign land ; not any pi- 
rates who bad chanced to land upon the 
coast. No, no J but " the tahbUy thcmok\" 
and wk€U were they ? Were they a species 
of monsters, unknown to our ancient laws 
and to the act of George the, jSecond ? Or 
were they men and women ? If the latter, 
they were, in fact, people of Bristol; and, 
ihe truth is, that if the people of Bristol 
abhorred a man to such a degree that it was 
unsafe for him or his advocates to appear on 
the hustings, or in the streets ; if this waa 
the case, ir was improper that that man 
should be elected, since it must be clear, 
that, if elected, he must owe his election to 
undue, if not corrupt, influence. What \ 
and do the advocates of corruption suppose, 
that our law-makers had not this, io their 
view? Is it to be imagined, that they di4 
not foresee, and, indeed, that they had. not 
frequently seen, that elections produced 
fierce and bloody battles ? ITiey knew ii 
well; and so did the le;gislators in Ame- 
rica; but, still they allowed of no use of 
soldiers, 1*hey reasoned thus, or, at least, 
thus they Would have reasoned, if any onci 
had talked to them of soldiers : * No ; wt 
« will have no soldiers. The magistrate 
' has full power to keep the peace at adi 
' times, not excepting times of ekction^ 
' when assaults and slanders are no more 
' permitted by law than at any other time. 

* The magistrate has all the constables ani 

* other inferior peace officers at his com- 

* mand ; he can, if he find it necessarfik 
< add to the number of these at his plea« 
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* sinre; ami, if the emergency ke suck a* 

* not to allow tioit for this, he can, by hie 

* sole sftthortty, and by virtue of his com- ; 

* misfioD, nhich Is et all times eflective, 

* call ujxm the whole ef the people to aid. 

* end assist him in the execution of his 

* duly, and for refusing to di> which any 
*mah is Ifablc to punishment. Haring 

* endued the magtstrate with these powers ; 

* |i»h»U«^*.u»n hifn a r»»aww V»«rut «f t,worn 

* officers, armed with staves ; haying given 

* him unllfnitted power to add to tht^t band; 

* having given him, in case of emergency, 
^ the power of commanding every man^ of 
^ Whatever age or degree, to aid and assist 

* him ta the execution of his duty ; having 

* thus armed the magistrate, how caii we 

* suppose him to stand in need of the aid 
^ of stfldiet^y without first si^pposing the 

* country in a state of rebellion, in vdtich 

* case it is nonsense <o talk about eUeHons, 

* To tell us about the pobular prejudices 
t eircitdd against a candidate, is to tell us 
^ of ah insuQcient cause even for the calling 

* put of the posse; but, if this prejudice be 
^ so very strong, so very general, and so 
^ <leeply rooted, that the magistrate,* with 

* all his ordinary and special constables, 

* and h'ts power to ^all upon the whfrie of 
« the people to aid and ajtsist, \% unable to 

* protect hritt'Trom violence^ dr^ is^ unable 
« t^ pi^serve the ciif against the rage ei^- 
*"Cited by his presence and* pretensions ; if 
^ there be a^ prejudice like this against a 

* candidate, we are sure that it would be 
< IS insult ro the common sense of mankind 

* to call such a man, if elected, the repret 
*5ertfaiiV«of that city; and, therefore, we 
' will make no new law for favQun'ng the 
^ election of such a man. ^ 

Such, Gentlemen, would have been the 
reasoning of our ancestors, such would 
have been the reasoning of the legislators of 
America, if they had been calM upon to 
make a law for the introduction of soldieps 
id an tiection ; vthhch^ let the circumstances 
of the case be what they may, and let the 
Sophistry of the advocates of corntption be 
what it may, is, after all, neither more 
nor less than the forcing of the people to 
tufl^ one candidate to iie elected and an- 
other to be set aside. The soldiers do, in 
fact, decide the contest, and cause the re- 
turn of- the sitting member ; unless it be 
acknowledged, eh^ his ttection could have 
S>een effected without themi and, then, 
ji^ere is the justification, Jor caiting theni 
iH? r have heard of nobody who has at- 
tempted t« anticipate any other decision 
than that of a vbid dection \ aiy},^ indeed, 



who wiH dare to aentidpate any oAerf 
For, if the return be allowed to stand good 
in ^vour of Hart Davis, does any man 
pretend that there can ever exist a case in 
which soldiers may not he brought in? 
They are brought in tmdcr the pretence pF 
quelUng a riot ; under the pretence of their 
betng necessary to preserve the peace, and 
where is the place where thtf pretence may 
]^ h^ lutebAd? It is in any body's powefe^ 
to make a row and a fight during an ela- 
tion at Westminster, for instance; and» of 
courst, according to the Bristol doctrine, i| 
is in any body's power tq give the maglSj^ 
trate cause for calling in soldiers, and fof 
posting them even upon the very hustuiga 
of Covcnt Garden. In short, if Hart Da* 
vis, his return being petitioned against, be 
allowed to sit, we cart qevpr again expect tQ 
see a candidate of that description unaup^ 
ported by soldiers ; and, then^ I repeat iti 
the very show, the mere semblance, qffre^* 
dom of election will not exist. 

It being, for. these reasons, my opinion^ 
that the return of Hart Davis will be s^ 
aside, and, of course, that another election 
for your city is at no great distance, ! shaH 
now take the liberty to offer you ray advice 
as to the measures which you: then ought td 
pursuei^ firet adding to, what I said in my 
last a few observ^tiqiiS' celativi? \q I4t> 
Hunt. 

At the close of my last letter I observed 
to youf thai it was owing to this gentle- 
man, 9nd to him alone, %\:\^i you had am 
ehcH(^n> Yon now ^ow this welU Yon 
have now seeti, what It is to have at your 
head' a man of princifHe and courage^ 
With ail the purses of sdmost all those i^ 
Bristol who have grown rich out of th^ 
taxes ; with all the influence of all the cort 
nipt ; with all the Bristol news-papers and 
almost all the London news-papers ; wid| 
all the Corporation of the €ity; with a^ 
the bigoted Clergy and all their nt%i a-kin, 
the pettifogging Attorneys; with aU %hii 
bigots, and all the hypocrite?;, and ^^^ alarm-* 
i<i1 fools ; with all these agaiitst him, and 
wrth hundreds of bludgeon men to ^oot ; 
optposed to all this, and to thirty or forty 
hired barristers and attorneys, Mr, H^tA 
stood the poll for the thirteen days^ in the 
face of horse and foot soldiers, and that,' 
too, without the ai 1 of advocate or itt«« 
tomey, and. with no other assistance than 
what was rendered liim- by one single 
friend, who, at my suggestion, went dowtf 
to him on the sixth or seventh day of tlie 
election. .Geuilemep, this is, ;)S I verilr 
believe, what no oilier man in £ngiaiid,' 
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every such dmii mutt lay his aooount wiih 
being calumniated ; he must expect iQ be 
the object of the bitterest and most per- 
severing malice ; and, unless he has made 
up his mind to the enduring of this, ho 
had better, at once, quit the field. One 
of the weapons which corruption employs 
against her adversaries is calumny, secret 
as well as open. It is truly surprising to 

her foes, and me artifice to which she 
stoops to arrive at her end. No sooner dof» 
a man become in any degree formidable to 
her, than she sets to work against hiai io 
ill the relationships of life. In his pro- ' 
fession, his trade, his family ; amongst his 
friends, the companions of his sports, his 
neighbours, and his servants. She eyes 
him all round, she feels him all over, and, 
if he has a vulnerable point, if he has a 
speck, however small, she is ready with 
her stab. How many hundreds of men 
have been ruin^ by her without being 
hardly able to perceive, much less name, 
the cause ; and how many thousands, see* 
ing the fate of these hundreds, have with- 
drawn from the struggle, or have boea 
deterred from taking part in it ! 

Mr. Hunt'5 separation Jrojn his wift 
presented too fair a mark to be for a moi- 
mcnt overlooked; but, it ^quired the 
canfuig rr^f, ' with a Mri Charles ICltoQ 
at their head, to give to this fact that de- 
formity which it has been made to receive* 
Gentlemen, I wish to be clearly understood 
here. I do not think lightly of such mat- 
ters. When a man separates from his 
wife there must always be ground for re- 
gret ; it is a thing always to be lamented ; 
and, if the fault, in this cose, was on the 
side of Mr. Hunt, it is a fault, which, 
even in our admiration of his public con- 
duct, w^ ought by no means to endeavour 
to palliate. But, Gentlemen, I do not and 
the public cannot, know what was the real 
cause of the separation of which so much 
has been said. Mr. Hunt has, upon no 
occasion that I have heard of, attempt^ to 
justify ht^ conduct, in this^respect, by 
stating the reasons of the separation ; but, 
I am sure that you are too just to conclude 
from thai circumstance^ that the fault was 
wholly his. It is impossible for the public 
to know the fstcts of such a case. They 
cannot enter into a maot's faoiily affairs. 
The tempers and humours of wives and of 
husbands nobody but those wives and hus- 
bands know. ^They are, in many n cases, 
unknown even to domestic servants and to 
children ; and, is it not, then, the height 
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wiiom I know, would have done. There 
may be others capable of the same exer- 
tions ; and, let us hope, that England does 
contain some other men able to undergo 
wrhat he underwent ; but, it falls to the 
lot of no country to produce many such 
inen. At any rate, he has proved himself 
Co be the man for you; he has done for 
you what none of the milk*sop, miawling 
orators at Sir Samuel Romilly's m<^in£S 
would have dared even to think of. fhey 
talk of freeing the city from the trammels 
of corruption; thejt talk of £iving you 
freedom >of election ; theff talk cl makmg a 
itand for your rights. What stand 
Lave they made? What have you 
had from them but talk? They saw the 
enemy within your walls; they saw hioti 
oflfet himself for the choice of the people of 
Bristol ; they saw preparations makmg for 
chairmg him as your representative on the 
iBrst day of the election; and what did 
they do to rescue you from the disgrace of 
seeing him triumph over you, while you 
were silent? Nothing. They did, in 
fact, sell you to him upon the implied con- 
dition, that he, as far as he was able, 
should sell his followers to them when the 
time came. You have been saved from that 
disgrace; you have had 14 days of your 
lives wkereio to lell your enemies and the 
enemies *of your country your minds ; you 
have had 14 days, during^ which corruption 
trembled under your bitter but just re- 
proaches ; you have had 14 days of poli- 
tical instruction and inquiry ; you have had 
those who affect to listen to your voi(!e 14 
days before you, and in the hearing of that 
voice; there have been, in your city, 14 
days of terror to the guilty part of it. 
This is a great deal, and for this you are 
indebted to Mr. Hunt and to him alone. 
Your own public virtues^ your zeal, ac- 
tivity and courage, and your hatred of your 
country's enemies did, indeed, enable Mr. 
Hunt to make the stand ; but, still there 
wanted such a man as Mr. Hunt ; without 
such a mau the stand could not have beeif 
made ; without such a man you could ti6t 
have had an opportunity of giving utterance 
to the hatred which you so justly feel 
against the supporters of that corruption, 
the consequences of which yoii so sorely 
feci.. 

That a man, who was giving such an- 
noyance to the corrupt, should pass with- 
oat being calumniated was not to be ex- 
pected. Every man, who attacks cor- 
ruption, who makes war upon the vile 
herd that live upon the people's labour, 
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of presumption for ihe public to pretend to 

jiny knowledge of the matter? 

Bat, be the facts of the case what the)r 

may, I am quite sure, that as a candidate 

for a seat in parliament, they have nothing 

to do with the pretensions of Mr. Hunt, 

any more than they would have had to do 

with his clatma to a title J^rhavins woa 
^j^ %^ ^ MMm^ w« -ASMMajiair. unere is a 'Mr. 

Walker, who, I think, is an Attorney at 

BristiOl, who has written a pamphlet against 

Mr. Hunt, in which pamphlet he argues 

thuj : * Mr. Hunt h^^ by quitting his wife 

^ to live with another woman, broken his 

^ plighted vows to his own wife ; a man, 

' who will break his promises in one case 

< will break them in another case; and, 

* therefore, as Mr. Hunt has broken his 
' promises to his wife, he will break Ms 

* promises to ihe people of Bristol.* These 
arc not Mr. Walker's words, but you have 
here his reasoning, and from it you may 
judge of the shifts to which Mr. Hunt's 
adversaries are driven. As well might 
Mr, Walker tell you that you will break 
any promise that you may make to your 
neighbours, because you have not wholly 
renounced the Devil and all his works and 
all the pomj^s and vanities of .this wicked 
ivorl4i ds you, in your baptrsm, promised 
and vowed to do. If Mr. Walker's argu- 
ment were a good one, a man who lives in 
a state of separation from his wife ought to 
be regarded as a man dead in law; or, 
rather, as a man excommimicated by the 
Pope. If his promises are good for nothing 
when made to electors, they are good for 
nothing when made to any body else. He 
cannot, therefore, be a proper man for any 
body to deal with, t>r to have any commu- 
nication with ; and, in short, he ought to 
be put out of the world, as being a purden 
and a nuisance in it. 

There is something so absurd, so glar- 
ingly stupid, in this, that it is hardly worth 
while to attempt a further exposure of it, 
or I might ask the calumniating crew, who 
accuse Mr. Hunt of dlsfo^aHy^ whether 
they are ready to push their reasoning and 
thei^ rules up to peers and pAnces^ and to 
assert that they ought to be put out of 
power if they cease to live with their wives. 
They would say, no ; and that their doc- 
trine was intended to apply only to those 
who had the boldness to attack corruption. 
The man who does that is to be as pure as 
snow ; he is to have no bults at alL He 
18^ to be a perfect Saint ; nay, he is to be a 
jreat deal more, for hi is to have no hu* 



man being, not even his wife, to whisper, 
a word to his disadvantage. *' You talk 
*' of mending the. constUutionf" said an 
Anti-jacobin to Dr.Jebb wh(» tlie latter 
was very ill, " mend your own ;" and I 
have heard it seriously objected to a gei»« 
tleman that he signed a petiiioo S» a rt* 
tbrm of na»Ham*"** w^lc t^«»« me^tUd » 
reformation amongst his servants,^ one of 
Whom had assisted to burden the parish ; 
just as if he had on th^ account less right 
to ask for a ftill and fair representation of 
■the people * After this, who need wonder 
if he were told not to talk against rottei^ 
boroughs while he himself had a rottea 
tooth, or endeavour to excite a clkqiouF 
against corruption when his own flesh was 
every day liable to be corrupted to- the 
bone? 

After this. Gentlemen, I trust that you 
are not to be cheated by such wretched 
cant. With Mr. Hunt's family affairs you 
and I have nothing to do, any more than he 
has with ours. We are to look to his coftr 
duct as a public man, and, if he serve us 
in that capacity he is entitled to our grati- 
tude. Suppose, for instance, the plague 
were in Bristol, and the only physician^ 
who had skill and courage to put a stop to 
its ravages, was Kparated from hb wife 
and living with the wife of another man ; 
would you refuse his assistance? Would 
you fling his prescriptions into the kennel? 
Would the canting Messrs. Mills and Elton 
and Walker exclaim, "no! we will have 
" none of your aid ; we will die rather 
" than be saved by you, who have brokea 
" your marriage vows !" Would theyr 
say this? No; but would crawl to him> 
would supplicate him, with tears ia 
their eyes. And,- yet, suffer me to say. 
Gentlemen, that such a physician in a 
pUgue would not be more necessary ia 
Bristol than such a man as Mr. Hunt now 
is ; and that the family affairs of a member 
of parliament is no more a matter of coik ' 
cern with his constituents than are the fa« 
mily affairs of a physician a matter of con- 
cern with his patients. When aq im- 
portant service had been received from 
either, it would be pleasanter for the be* ' 
nefited party to reflect that the party cots- 
ferring the benefit wasliappy in his^famify; 
but, if the case were otherwise, to suppose 
the benefit kss real, or the party conferring 
it entitled to less gratitude, is something; 
too monstrously absurd to be entertained by 
any man of common sense. 
The remainder of jny subjea I must re« 
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serve for another Letter, and in the mean 
While, i am^ Gentlemen, your sincere 
firiend) 

Wm. COBBETT. 
^oUetf^ jluly 27> 1812. 
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IFr EN CH Overtures for Peace (conli- 
hut d from p^€i 1 0/.-r-r-Sincc I wrote the 
article her^ referred to, there has taken 

^.placc a-deb(i(e in. the House of Commons^ 

.upon the subject of the French overtures. 

, l^r. SJicridan made, on the 51st of July> a 
i^otioD for the production of the cori;espou- 

^idence^ relating to that subject, which mo- 
tion sc^oas to have been made for the pur- 
pose of attacking Napoleon, or, at l^ast, 
for that of answering the publications in 
the Moni.teur. The^< debate is of import- 
ance in many respects, and especially as 
having pretty clearly developed what are 
the notions of the court upon the subject of 
peai^ witii France, Mr. > Sheridan being 
Well known to be now merely a courtier, a 
t<mrticr and nothing else.- I said, rn my 
iastv that the proposition of France was 

./amznd/ranky and, the circumstances con- 
sidered, UTkoderaliS, . JMr. Sheridaa has de- 
scribed it as perfidious^ insidious^ and in- 
sailing. We see with very different eyes,- 
then ; and, therefore, let the reader judge 

between us. To enable him to judge 

k-i^htly, he inuU fir^ have the proposition 
distiiictiy before him. . It was this: '^ that 
^* the crown of Spain should be guaranteed 
^^ to Joseph, and Spain governed by a na^ 
^' tionai constitution of her Cortes, the 
^* French armies being withdrawn ; that 
*^ Portugal should be guaranteed to the 
^* House t>f Braganea, our troops being 
'< withdrawn^ that Sicily should be gua- 
^^ rsmteed to the king, and evacuated by 
^' us ; and that, with respect to other ob- 

• *' jects of discussion, they should benego- 

^ ** ciated upon this basis, . that each power 
'^ should retain that of which the other had 
** not been able s to deprive it by war." 
— — Such, reader, was the overture made 
by France; and do you see in it any 
thtiig perfidious, insidious, or insulting? 
It is as plain in its meaning as words can 
make it. There is no possibility of misun- 
derstanding it; and, therefore, it cannot 
%Vith propriety be called perfidioms. Mr* 
Sheridan says it is perfidious, because it in- 
vites us to do that which would be a breach 
of faith towards ouc ally ; but, ii it reaHy 
"*' ^lliWanwt for (hat be called perfi- 




dious ; to make it out as being perfidious, 
it must be shewn that its object was to ac- 
complish s^omething treacherous againsl us. 
If I make a proposition to a rebel to desert 
his associates, I am not guilty of perfidy; 
my proposition is not perfidious, though I 
am cert'ainlv calling upon him to do that 
which would bejperfidious towards those 

rf5ycK.TtrrC5 » ' ~ 11iAt ^ -» "*,» j >r.w-^j^-o|.^**.«^ ^ 

Napoleon is free^ven from the imputatfou 
of tempting England to do a perfidious act» 
Mr. Sheridan says, that we could not agree 
to leave Joseph in possession of Spain vv'itb- 
out the '^ grossest perlBdy to our allies, and 
** the most treacherous violation of all our 
*^inost solemn engagements.** Now, io 
the first place, supposing this to be true, 
was it a reason for our refusing to negociate 
without demanding the givii^ up of this 
point as a preliminary/ ? We might have 
negdciated, *and yet not have yielded this 
point. We might have offered to give up 
some of our^own immense acquisiUons in 
Asia, Africa, or America, in order to get 
Joseph out of Spain. But, really, we seem 
to have formed the design of taking all and 
giving up nothing. However, this is no- 
thing to the question; for what solemn en- 
gagements have we| what engagements can 
wjehavc, y/nh^Ierdinatid?.. It is for him, 
observe, and not for the people of ^p'aiii, 
that we are contending in tnis instance ; ibr 
Ferdinand and his heirs ; and, again Task, 
what treaty, what compact, what engage- 
ment of any sort, we have, or can Have, 
with him? Can our government show his 
name signed to any document ? Have they 
ever had any comnumication with him? 
Is not his father alive ; and does not his 
father protest against his claim to the 
throne of Spain? In fine, has npt he, in 
as solemn a manner as he was able, made 
over to Napoleon all his claims to that 
throne? And, with all this before us, and ' 
seeing this same Ferdinand living as a sub- 
ject in France, shall we continue this war, 
which is daily sinking hundreds to the poor- 
house, on. account of engagements with 
Ferdinand ^ Shall we call a proposition to 
treat for peace perfidious, because it con- 
templates the exclusion of this man from 

the throne of Spain? We are told by 

Mr. Sheridan that it was insidious as well 
as perfidious, because it wanted to ensnare 
us into the appearance of doii^ what it 
never meant we should do. It was as. easy 
to^sert this as it was to assert anything 
else ; and as easy to assert any ttung else 
as this. \Vheu Cardinal Wdscy, fell into 
disgrace, his enemies, not content witlif 
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charges for which there were grounds, in- 
vented others for which there Were none i 
and, ridicuiout as was the charge of the 
Cardmal's havmg endangered the life of 
the king^ hj whispering in his ear when the 
former had the venereal disease, it was not 
laore ridicukms than ia this charge against 
the Emperor Napoleon. Where is Mr. 
Sherklan'ii Jur/tuf. wK<»r* ir# h'm amimems, 
to 8II0W, that the French wished us to ap- 
pear to do that which they never meant we 
should do? He observes, that Napoleon 
was engaged in a negociation with Russia, 
and finding her unbending, he sends his 
proposition to t» 0/1 lAe 17 ih of April; 
and, on ihe 9^th of ike same monlh^ he 
communicates it to the Russian government^ 
before he could get our answer, which he 
did not send to the Russian government, 
and whidi he did not intend to send. 
Ueoce Mr. Sheridan concludes, that the 
proposition to England was a mere trick ^o 
ioduce Russia to give way by making her 
believe, that England would certainly ac- 
cept of the proposed terms, and leave 

Russia to shift for lierself. This, in 

part, might be the ol^ect as to the ttnu of 
making the ofier to us ; but, it could hardly 
be the sole object of the proposition ; be- 
cause, if it had, the proposition would have 
been such as it iVould haVe been impossible 

fpr even our ministers to reject.-^ Mark, 

however, the contradiction here : it is, on 
the one hand, asserted, that the proposition 
was a mere trick for the purpose of fright- 
ening Russia ; that it was solely intended for 
the purpose of making her believe, that 
France was upon the eve of peace ' with 
England ; that, in sending a copy of the 
proposition to the Russian minister, to give 
him *' a list of Hi thit great and many sa* 
** crijkts France was willing to make to in* 
*' duce England to a peace," the object was 
to induce him to tome to the terms of 
France, This is possible ; but, it is strange 
indeed, and almost impossible, that the 
proposition to us should, at the same time, 
be " insulting;** for, if it were insultm^t 
bow can any man believe that it was sent to 
the Russian minister with a view of terri- 
fying him at the prospect of a separate 
peace between France anc) England ? Both 
qualities the- proposition could not contain : 
it could not ^9 ^' ^^^ ^^ ^^ ^^^^ Htskt^ 
grossif insulting to England^ and calculated 
m the purpose of m^ing Russia believe 
that Napoleon was ready to make '"'^ great 
*' and many sacrijius" to obtain peace with 
England. Either by hself might be true % 
but both could not. The proposition » says 



Mr. Sheridan, was really addressed (o 
Russia ahd not to us $ it ^as' not, he says, 
meant for us at all. It was a mere sham 
overture. It was a proposition to England 
nominally for the purpose of having some- 
thing to slum to the Cxar, in order tolh- 
duce hira tb believe that France was ready, 
if he did not come to her terms, to make 
** EreAt *vtd »w<uy; kaerificss to England;* 
ana yet, this same proposition is, in almost 
the same breath, called too ^ross/^ insult- 
ing to be entertained for a single moment t 

-Mr. Sheridan, who is what is called 

an Old Stager, ought to have perceived tjiit 
dilemma, which he was framing for him- 
self in his eagerness (o accumulate accusa- 
tions on the head of Napoleon^ Either the 
proposition was insulting to us, dr tt #as 
not: if it was not, it has not been truly 
described ; if it was, then it was not cal- 
culated to make the Russians believe that 
France was ready to make sacrifices to tis. 
In one of the two , respects Mr. Sheridan's 

assertions cannot be thicj If it really 

was the intention of France to use the pro- 
position merely as the means of scaring the 
Russian G^ar into her terms, sl^e would, as 
I before observed, have set no bounds to her 
liberality towards us, it being as easy to re- 
tract much as little; but, indeed, (he whole 
of the proposition seems to me to carry in It 
an air of sincerity; and, I am very sure, 
that nothing has been advanced by Mr. 
Sheridan, or by any one else, in this de- 
bate, to prove the contrary. I can see 
powerful reasons for a desire for peace on 
this part of Napoleon. He has established 
his empire ; he can wish little in the way 
of territory and nothing in the way of glory 
as a soldier. He has now to complete his 
renown by giving peace, and plenty, and 
happiness to his vast dominions. There 
are divers circumstances that must now in- 
cline him to peace; and all his acts show, 
that he has set his heart upon doing for his 
empire that which he cannot do for it in 

wan He is not, and need not be, afraid 

of peace. He is not afraid of a depopula- 
tion of his empire on accountof the pi-essure 
of taxation ; he is not afraid of any sudden 
attack on the part of any enemy ; he would 
not, hi peace, be compelled to support im- 
mense establishments. Indeed, I -can see 
nfany solid reasons for his now wishing for 
peaice, and very few, if any, for his wish- 
ing to continue the war; and, not one word 
was said, during the debate, in the way of 
proof -oi' the contrary.— — 'The reasohs for 
his having made his overture at this time 
have^ as Mr. Sheridan told the House, 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



14tl 



POLITICAL REGISTER.— frencA Overluretfor Piace. 



[144 



bisen stated b^r himself in these words:' 
^< Seeing himself thus constrained to aban- 
'< don every hope from Russia, his Majesty, 
** before he sliould commence this contest 
<* in which so much blood was to be shed, 
*' felt it to be his duty to address himself 
^' to the English Government ; the distress 
** felt b^ England, the agitations to which 
*' the is a prey, and the changes which 
** have taken place in her Government, de- 
*< tided his Majesty to take this course." 

And what could be more natural? 

What could be more reasonable? What 
mc^e frank than this statement of reasons ? 
Really men roust have their minds most 
monstrously perverted before they look 
upon language like this as insidious. What 
is the answer of Mr. Sheridan to this? 
What, does he say to prove that this b false 
and liypacritical ? Nothing at all. He 
comes out with a set of clap-trap phrases, 
such as he has often made use of, but such 
as are, I am persuaded, not so likely to suc- 
ceed as formerly. " So," says he, " the 
<* Buonaparte's imperial sympathies for the 
*< distress of his beloved England, his con- 
<' trite pity for the agitations to which she 
<< was a prey, were the moving impulses 
«^ that finally swayed his gentle spirit to so- 
** licit peace. fA lau£h tj — But this was 
<< too much — too much even for the cha* 
** ritablc credulity of his Hon. Frjend. 
*^ And so far was he (Mr. Sheridan) from 
^' admittiug those agitations to exist in this 
** country, eitlier to the extent or in the.spi- 
*^ rit so insidiously implied in the passage 
** just read, that he believed that if ever 
<* there was a period since the commence- 
** ment of the war, in which we might and 
«^ ought to make one bold struggle, it was 
** the present ; because, however severe the 
'* pressure of the times might have been 
*' felt, the people of this country were well 
*^ aware of the wild ambition to which they 
<< were to be traced^ and the implacable 
<* bostiHty by which that ambition was in- 
*« furiated.— (Hear, Aear/y— Put to them 
*«irtie alternative of privation or conquest, 
** and would a seoond thought stay the in- 
*< dignant decision of one freeman tlirough- 
<* out the empire?— /^//ear, /lear/y— In- 
<< deed, were it possible for him to regret 
*^ the repeal that had lately taken place, 
*^ he would regret it if it had the effect of 
^^'so libelling the national character as to 
*' induce a belief that that repeal liad been 
<' conceded, in order to make men willing 
*' to resist a foreign yoke.— /Hear. V— If 
** temporary privations were to make us 
^' indifferent to conquest ^ or independence. 



" we were ripe for slavery ; but it was int-' 
" possible ! He referred to his Honour-* 
'< able Friend, who had spoke but the Ian* 
*' guage of every man in the country, whea. 
** he said that he should rather see the em- 
'^ pire fall in the contest, perish in hoBOur* 
^' able ruin — than sink into a miserable 
" existence, after having survived her b^» 

Now, reader, is this an answer to ttic rea- 
sons of Napoleon? Do you find any thin^ 
here to convince you that the proposition was 
insidious? Does Naix^eon (supposing the 
words to be his) talk about his ^^beiawed- 
" England?" And, is it not very true, thai 
we are suflfering very greatly from the war? 
Napoleon does not talk of his sjfmpalhy for us 9 
he does not pretend that he is animated by 
any feeling of that sort towards us; bat^ 
he says, and very reasonably sap, that be 
was in hopes, that our sufierings would 
induce our government to listen to the* 
voice of peace; and, did Mr. Sheridan 
imagine, that thb was to be answered by 

a poor dull jest? As to the people of 

this comitry being well awar^ of the wild 
ambition to which the war and their suf-*. 
ferings on account of it are to be traced, I 
believe that the far greater part of the' 
people of England think thajt they. are to b« 
traced to the warn of a disposition in.«i^> 
own government to treat for peace ; and, 
if this be their opinion, I am quite sure, 
that Mr. Sheridan has said nothing to re- 
move it. " Put them,'' says he, ** to the- 
^' alternative oi privation or being conquer"- 
** ei/." No, but put to them the altemt- 
tive of privation or a peace on moderate 
terms; or, at least, a peace on the basis 
now offered by France. Why put to the 
people the other alternative ? What rea- 
son is there for it ? Does Napoleon pro- 
pose to conquer England ; or does he pro-' 
pose the surrender of its independence? 
Does he talk of any such thing? No : but, 
on the contrary, he proposes to treat upon 
the basis, that all that we have conquered 
we shall consider as our own for ever, and, 
the reader welt knows how great have beea 
our boastings as to those conquests, lie 
says, •' keep all that you have conquered;*' 
and Mr. Sheridan construes bim to say to 
VS, '* give up England iuelf to me." And 
(J)en he tells, us, that we are ripe for 
slavery if we can balance between iempo^, 
rary privations and loss of independence. 

rThis is the sort of statement and of 

reasoning (if it be worthy of the name), by 
which England has been led on, step by 
«tep, to her present state. The people 
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Mrere taM, in 1793, that they had to 
choose between temporary privations and 
atheism BTid bloodshed. They were made 
to 1)elicve, that they^ wiould all kitt one 
dincftker^ if they did not go to War with the 
French infidels and republicans/ George 
Rose to!d them, a few years later, that 
they were a sensible peopie ; for that they 

perty rather than be * deprived of thi 
** blessed cdmforis of religion ;" and, now, 
wlien the French are become royalists again, 
and go to mass as regularly as efverj we 
are toid (hat we have to choose between 
wani of food and the loss of independence y 
though, at the very same time, the Em- 
picror of France, so fjlr fi'om proposing to 
encroach upon our mdependence, is willing 
to leave US' in full possession of all the many 
and extensive arid populous Islknds and 
countries that we ha vie conquered during 
the war; and, over and above all these, 
that island of Malta, lor the possession of 
which this war was avowedly undertaken. 
He is ready to yield even the pltane ; even 
the point of honour. He is ready to give 
up' that for which the contest began ; he, 
with all the charges of mad ambition and 
pride and haughtiness and insolence, which , 
our mtnisters and their adherents Are con- I 
stmily prefetting against^him ; mad, am- ; 
bilious, proud, haughty, and insolent as - 
he is, he is ready to yidd up the prize for ! 
wbich he has been so long oontending ra- | 
ther than not have »peace. And, in an- ! 
swer to such a proposition what do we 
hear? "Why, new charges of ambition 
and of insolence ; and, we airc^ asked,^ whe- 
ther we prefer being conquered to " tempo- 
*' rarjf privalion.*' No, Mr. Sheridan, 
we- do not prefer b^ing conquered to 
temporary privation; no, we do not 
prefer this; but, we da prefer, or, I, at 
least, prefer, a peace that would leave 
England in possession of all she holds, 
and put Pdrtogal and Sicily into the hands 
of their sovereigns ; I prefer a peace like. 
tUs^ with the iisual accompaniments of^ 
peacft, to the continuation of a war which 
has^ produced that state of things which is 
now in existence in England. I prefer a 
peace that would leave us in possession of 
ail our conquests and thit would make no 
stipulatiims about our maritime rights, to 
a war that may yet feduce hundreds of 
thousands to beggary and despair, and 
nuiy, eventually, leave us neither conquests 
nor seAirity* This, Mr. Sheridan, is the 
way to stare the ahematiye, and not the 
way in which you have staled it; and, you 



may be assbred, that there are now left 
vefy few perioas indeed, who will not 
laugh at your rant about '' rather seeing 
" the empire perish in honourable ruin^ 
**^lhan sink into a miserable existence." 
Sir, those who, by such Rolla-like rant, 
were induced to bum Tom Paine in effigy; , 
those tvho subscribed their scoons and tea- 
,-*«^' m oixier is\K lO be deprived of •• die 
•* blessed comforts of religion ;'^ those who / 
were made to believe, that the people of ' 
England would cut each other's throiats if 
Messrs. Tooke and Hardy and their asso-' . 
ciales were not hanged for endeavouring ito 
destroy rotten boroughs; even those per-' 
sons,' Sir, are not now to be made believe, 
that the country is to be sunk into ^* a mi- 
" serable existence" by peace, on a basis 
that will leave her in possession oT the 
avowed object of the war^ together witJi alf 
the conquests which she has madedunnr 
that war, and the bare expense of the illu- 
minations and of the firing of the Park and 
Tower guns, on account of which conquests* 
would go no small way in feeding the fa- 
mishing manufacturers. No, Sir; even 
those persons are not to be made believe, 
that such a peace wodld sink their' country 

hiio a state of *' miserable existence." . 

Equally inapplicable tp the occasion was all , 
Mr. Sheridan's bombast about our maritime 
rights,^ " By war," said he, " Buona- 
** parte never, thank God, can deprive us 
** of those rights ; and I trust in God, that 
"he never will by negociation fhear!^ 
" hear! J. He complains of our zeal in' 
" behalf of those rights ; of our zeal to 
" preserve inviolable the inheritance left us 
" bjf our brave ancestors, and to transmit 
** it Unimpaired to our posterity. Let him 
** show to us any other country possessed of 
" the same rights and privileges as England, 
" and exercising them with the same mode-' 
" ration f hear! J, I should be glad to see (not 
<< that it could be matter of much gratifica- 
*' tion either) but if this temperate coth- 
<' queror were to be invested with simihr 
<* rights and privileges, I should be cu- 
*< rious to see the practical rebuke inflict^ 
** on English rapacity, by the character- 
" istic self-denial, and moderation of the 
*« French raler. (Hear! hear' hear!; 
" England micht challenge him to say, 'he 
" could have oone what she had on similar 
<' circumstances. He could be what she 
^< wa^ Esne Qualis eram f But rather than 
'^ concede what it would be dishdoour t» 
" yield ; rather than stoop that ftag that 
" had waved high for England in every 
*< quarter of the world, I would scuUU the 
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^ island^ and let in the ocean to overwhelm 
*^ them and it,- sooner than consent to a 
^^ surrender of that charter to which nalure 
** had set her seal^ and which seemed to 
** have heen secured by the guarantee of 

" PROVIDENCE itself r " Fious 

^ lo the last /" This is such fustian as 
inight extort ^heers from a dozen or two 
half drunken sailors in « booiu ai tot^. 
down fair, where there are hundreds of 
them at this momem under the diverting 
influence of sliowmen and mountebanks of 
all degrees of skill and of all prices ; but, I 
must regard it as a pretended and not a real 
speech of Mr. Sheridan, as far as relates to 
this passage. If we could regard it in any 
other lights what must we think of all f his 
talk about the flag <^ -imving high for Eng- 
V land^ and about $cuUling the island;" 
^hat must we think of this Jack Tar-iike 
slang ; what must we think of all this in 
the way of answer to a proposition, which 
said not one single word about our flag, or 

our navy, or our maritime rights ? Not 

only did the Emperor of France propose 
Dothing hostile to our maritime rights, but 
be expressly proposed to leave us in pos- 
session of all those conquests, which our 
navy had enabled us to gain, and the conti- 
nued possession of which necessarily im- 
plied a naval superiority in every part of 
the world. Why, then, does this hireling 
news- writer (for the thing must be his) at- 
tempt to make the people believe, that 
Napoleon has proposed to deprive us of 
our maritime rights ? The reason is, that 
be sees the government has r^ected the 
overture of France ; and, it is his business 

to justify that rejection.- 1 shall return 

to the subject in my next; and, in the 
mean while, I think^ I can rest satisfied, 
that the people of England do, or will very 
80on^ see the matter in its true light ; and 
will not be long at a loss to discover the 
real cause of the rejection of an overture so 
manifestly fair, and to England so honour- 
able and advauti^eous. 

Wm. cobbett. 

Botle^^ Jubf 28, 1812. 

fe Messrs. Wm. Barry^ Prests^ and Mr. 
, John M^Jfaught^ Secretary to the Meet' 

ihg h^ld at Ruslejf^ at the Salutation 
. irm, on the fith qf Julif^ 1812, to cele- 

brale the termination of my imprison- 

menl; and also to Mr. John Williams^ 
, one of a company of tradesmen mdt on 

the same do^, and for the sam^e purpose j 
; at Oxford. 

Bebtlemen, 

In answer to the ^^ Congratulatory 



Xietters," which you, in the name of your 
respective Meetings, have been requested 
to write to me, be pleased to accept of my 
best thanks; and of my assurance, that 
these marks of your approbation, coming, 
as they do, accompanied with such indu- 
bitable testimonials of your wisdom and ta- 
lents, will not fail to operate as a great en- 

that, as to those " effiisioiw of ENVY/' 
by which you perceive me to be assailed 
from so many quarters, and which you 
seem to look upon as calculated to excite 
disgust, I assure you, that they have wiih 
me a precisely contrary efiect, as, indeied, 
they ought ; for " effusions of ENVY" 
;were never yet called forth without a tole- 
rable share of merit in the object ; and, if 
I am sensible, that I am envied beyond my 
merit, I ought to be the more anxious to 
make myself worthy of the honour that is 
thus involuntarily conferred upon me. 

I thank you most sincerelv for your kind 
wishes as to my family and domestic con- 
cerns ; and I hope that not a man of you, 
and that no one belonging to you, will ever 
know distress, though that is, alas t too 
much to hope with the prospect that we 
now have before us. 

I am jrour faithful friend, 

Wm. COBBETT, 
Bothy, July 29, 1812. 



PUBLIC PAPERS. 

Enoland and France. rOverlures /or 

J^ace bfthe Emperor Napoleon. 

( Continued from page \^^. J 

French and King of Italy, with respect to a 
system of Licenses to be introduced into 
Russia, in the same manner as in France ; 
it being always understood, that it calmot 
be admitted till it has been ascertained that 
it is not calculated to augment the deterio- 
ration already experienced by the trade of 
Russia.*-— ^His Majesty the Emperor of all 
the Russias will engage also by this Con- 
vention, to treaty by a particular arr^ge- 
ment, for certain modifications, such as may 
be'desired by France for the advanu^ of 
her trade in the Custom duties imposed by 

Russia, in 1810. Finally, his Majesty 

will also consent to bind himsdf to conclude 
a treaty of exchange, of the Duchy of Ol* 
denburgh for a suitable equivalent, which 
•hall M proposed by his Majesty the Em- 
peror and King, and in which his Imperial 
Majesty will cteclare the protest withdrawn 
which he was about to publish, to support 
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4»e rigbt^ ef Jus familr to the Dwchy eSOU 

denburgh. Such arc* my Lord Duke, thfi 

grpiiads which I have boea ordered to poiat 
out, and the admission of which, in what 
relates to the evacuation of the Prussian 
States and Swedish Poraerania ; the reduc* 
tfon oF the garrison of Dantzic to its esta* 
bJishroent« previous to th e I at of Yanuar v 

«Kr« 4 >t«Mft oiL pWIUIIIlC Of a IKIULIIUII' WlUl 

Sweden can alone render possible an ami- 
eMt arrangement between onr Courts.— ' — 
It is with much regret, not withstanding the 
time which has elapsed since I -communi- 
caccd them verbally to your Excelleisfcy, 
diat I still find myself altogether uncertain 
ilrith respect to the eOects of my • procced- 

hagi. Notwithstanding the favourable 

inferencts which I was happy, to draw, from 
the interview whiich his Imperial and Royal 
Majesty was pleased to grant me on Mon- 
days as well as the assurances I ' received 
from your fixoeHency, 1 cannot Ibrhear to 
mform your £xoeileiiGy anew of that which 
I represented to his Majesty the Emperor, 
as well as formerly to you, viz. that if to 
my great regret the intelligence should 
veach me that Count Lauriston had quitted 
Petersburg, I would conceive it my duty to 
apply immediately for passports, and quit 
Paris. PftiKCB Alex. Kurakin. 

(iOpjf of a nYole from Prince Kurakin to the 
. Mimsitr for Foreign Relations* — Paris^ 
^ 23d April [IthofMa^] 1812. 

My Lord Duke, — Near fifteen days have 
dapsed smce I have made the commuuica* 
ttons ei^ioined by my last instructions, 
brought by Baron Serdobin, and which I 
hastened to submit to you two hours after 
I bad received them. — I had the honoor 
personally to inform his Imperbl and Royal 
Majesty, in the course of ti^ audience 
granted on Monday, the 97th of the same 
month, of those propositions^ of the Empe* 
ror, my august master, which constituted 
the immediate object thereof. The hopes 
which I had reason to entertain:, from all ^hat 
his Majesty was pleased tdsay, in the course 
of the audience, with respect to his anu'ous 
desire to prevent, by conciliatory steps, a 
iiqmire, which threatens Europe with a 
liew war, induced^!the agreeable expecta- 
tion that my prsoeedings would succeed to 
the sailsfacrion of the Emperor, my master, 
whose wishes have never been other than 
for the preservation of peace, and his alli- 
ance With France, and to have the esseii* 
Ually cqoiubfle and moderate mode, through 
me, bci>Mie the basis of an amicable ar- 
nmgtmeot.— i-r-It was the more ffeasooable 



Cor me to indulge such hopes, bccanse yos 
yourself, my Lord Duke, had coostantly in 
the course of the first interviews which Col* 
lowed my com municatioDS, encouraged themf 
by the justice which you did to the spirit in 
which tho^ communicatious were conceiv- 
ed, at once conciliatory and pacific, and 

.chiefly diixcifid to sai'>fv hia_M*.icstTlbe 
smperor Napoleon, with respect lo ail the 

requisitions he has hitherto made of Russia^ 
His Majesty the Emperor and King, in the 
course of the audience granted me on April 
^, having desired that I should immedi* 
atdy discuss with your Excellency the pto* 
positions which 1 was dirtcted to make* had 
induced ms to contemplate the possibility 
of giving an account to the Emperor, my 
master, after the lapse of a very little tiine^ 
of the ^reception his ofifers had met with. 
Never did circumstances of a more orgenc 
nature justify a desire, and entreaties con* 
sequent thereon, to receive a speedy an* 
swer ; nevertheless, my Lord Duke, I hate 
not yet received one. My pressing and re- 
iterated applications, my daily visits to 
your Excellency, have been attended with 
no other result but your refusal to enter 
into an explanation with respect to the pro- 
positions in question, grounded on a want 
of orders to that effect from -his im|>erial 
ai^ Royal Majesty. It is impoNsiole, my 
Lord Duke, to deceive oneself as to the 
fatal elTects which such delays as these must 
inevitably produce. Tlie. daily iuoreasiog 
proximity of the armies of bis iin|ierial 
and Royal Majesty and his Allies to the 
Russian Empire, may, in a moment, bring 
about events, after which all ho|ie of the 
preservation of p^ace must vanish; and 
which, indeed, at this veiy time have de- 
stroyed the probability of pres«;rving' it. - 
The only method by which Europe may be 
saved Irom the evils which menace iiec, it 
the acceptance of the couciiiuiory offers 
which the Emperor, my ma!»ter, has or- 
dered me to make. Yet not only no duswer 
from your Excellency has iuloriued in^-^hat 
they were accepted, but you have also hi- 
therto refused to enter into tlie explanation 
I have solicited, and still solicit, with re-' 
spect to the manner in which tliose offers 
are Viewed, or to what, iti the aggregate 
of our projKisition*), may not havi; proved 

agreeable to the Emperor. Amidst the 

critical circumsrances in which the two Em- 
pires are placed, the prolongation of suck 
delays to enplanationS calculated to produce 
leconciliation, admks of no other interpre- 
tation than a pre-conceived resolution not to. 
enter into any explanation of the kind, and 
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consequenily an elecrion of war, I must dot 
conceal from your Excellency, that as this 
is the point of view in which I must cottii- 
der any new tlelays which may prevent my 
receiving a categorical answer to the com- 
munications which I have made, pursuant 
io^tht ofders of the Emperor, my master; 

Duke^ that iiy <in the course of the inter- 
view which you have fixed for to-morrow, 
I should be still so unfortunate as to find 
you unprovided with instructions from the 
$iqperor to give me an answer to my pro* 
positions, and that an answer assuring me 
that they are accepted without any modifi- 
cation whatsoever (for your Excellency is 
fully awaie that 1 am not authorized to ad- 
mit of any), I shall in that case find my- 
self, in consequence of the departure of hii 
Majesty, the Emperor aiid King, which is 
announced for to-morrow, and which will 
preclude all hope of the expected atiswer, 
placed under the necessity of considering 
the withholding of such answer as an indi- 
cation of an election being made of war, 
and my further stay at Paris is altogelhef 
superfluous; and deeply regretting that I 
have not been able to contribute to the pre- 
servation of that peace and alliance, in the 
establishment of which it has been the 
greatest happiness of my life to have par- 
ticipated for the last five years, I shall be 
obliged to demand passports from your Ex- 
cellency, to enable me to quit France ; and 
I earnestly request that in such case you 
will obtain oiders from his Imperial and 
Royal Majesty to grant them witliout delay. 
— Receive, my Lord Duke, assurances 
of my high consideration. 

Prince Kurakin. 



Copy of a Mle /rem ike Minister for Fo- 
reign J^sUUions to Piince Kurakin^ the 

Jtussia* Ambassador. Faris^ 9th 

yf 1812. 



Sfr — I have received the Notes which 
you did me the honour to address to me on 
the 10th of April and the 7th of May. 
Before I can possibly answer them, I must 
inquire of your Excellency whether you 
have full powers vested in you to form, 
conclude, and sign an arrangement of the 
differences which have arisen between the 
two Powers ; and in case you have recelvec^ 
such powers, « I must beg, that, in con- 
formity to the Custom of all Cabinets, you 
will make a preliminary .communication to 
that efiecl, 1 hare the honour of <^r 



ing to your Excellency fresh isfluraoces of 
my high consideration. 

• The Duke or Bassako. ' 

Copy of the Answer of Prince XuraJtin ia 

tfie above Jiote.^ /hr/j, April 27, 

fMay 0,) 181«. 
* My Lord Dtike-^ have jnst received a 
letter from your Excellency, dated this? 
day ; and you will permit me to crinoe my^ 
great surorise at the question it coouins/' 
and which I imMpned I had compkcdf- 
obviated by the frankness with which £ 
had communicated, without any reserve 
whatever, the final instructioos which I 
received from His Imperial Majesty my 
august master. Your Excellency is aware 
of the conciliatory propositions which fena 
the objea of them, and which clearly and 
decisively prove the anxious, wish of my 
august master, to preserve peace and his 
alliance with the Emperor Napoleon. I 
am always ready to arrange with you as ta 
the most proper form to give them, by a. 
Convention which I will sign with you^ 
^ub spe rali^ although unprovided with 
partioilar and special powers for the pur^. 
pose ; and I can safely answer your Ex-. 
cellency, ^ in consequence of tj^ perfect i 
knowledge I have, of the intentions of the 
Emperor, my master, and of the iatellU' 
gence I have received of his design to 
transmit to me full and special powers^ 
. that in the event of the basis proposed by 
me being agreed to by His Majesty the^ 
Emperor and King, the arrangement which 
I shall sign, will be ratified. by His Im- 
perial Majesty. I must observe to your. 
Excellency, tha even if I were in poc-. 
session of, at this titpe, hill special powers 
for the purpose, according to establishod. 
custom, still the ratiGcation of the two 
Sovereigns would be necessary, before the 
act could receive full and complete va- 
lidity. I have to express my deep regret, 
that, in the midst of such urgent circum* ' 
stances, when every instant may prioduce. 
the commencement of hostilities, the silence 
which has been observed by the Minister 
of His Imperial and Royal Majesty, during, 
the long period of ^fteen days, with re-, 
spect to the manner in whidi His Maj^/. 
viewed the basis of arrangements which I 
have been ordered to present to him » should 
have so considerably retarded the possibi- 
lity of <:oncluding them. 1, must ex-* 

press to your Excellency my astonishment, 
at your tanking the explanation into which. 
Iliave enteredi or rather rqpeatedt n«ca- 
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«ai7 (as I have had already the honour of 
yfcry explicitly detailing id our. former in- 
terviews every thing that constitutes the 
present question) 9 before you could answer 
jskf notes of the 30th of April and the 7th 
of Mav. Your Excellency does not men- 
tion that of the 6th of May, to which I 
Jiave an equal right to require, and do 
equally require, ananswer. — r-I earnestly 

answers as soon as possible. They must 
contain explanations which are indispensa- 
^ly necessary: to enabk me to fulhl the 
Wy- positive duties immad upon, me by 
(he jicuation in which I am pJaced.r--*-- 
Btct'tvcj my Lord Duke, fresh assurances 
of my high consideration. 

Prince Alix. Kurakin. 

^JW ^J ' l^iitr fn^m Prince Kurakin to 
ike Minister for Foreign JRelaiions.-^— 
fturis^ %9 AprU (n Mayjy 1812. 

My Lord Duke — I intended going this 
mominff to your Excellency's) for the pur- 
pose of reminding you that I had not re- 
ceived an answer to my letter of vesterday, 
when I received that which you did me the 
lionour to write me last night, some hours 
previous to my departure, which, from 
what you had the goodness to state to me, 
I did not svppose wouM have taken place 
br two or three days longer. Although 
you ac% so kind as to say I shall have the 
passports which I requirea, I have received 
only that for the Gentleman of the Chamber, 
Kologrivofi^ on which even it is not noted 
that it is fin* a courier going to Petersburg. 

1 beg your Excellency to send me the 

three others which you promised me for 
the persons attached to my chapel and 
household, and who are to set off with 
carriage drivers for Vienna, already en- 
gaged for the purpose, and. with respect 
to whom not being able to send them away 
at the appointed time, I have suffered la ioss 
of the price agreed on with them for the 
carriage from here to Prody. Your Ex- 
cellency has not thought proper to answtr 
the three commpnicationi, made to you on 
the 30th of April and the 6th and 7\h of 
May, with respect to the more important 
objecu of pur intercourse, uotwithstandiug 
the established custom of answering every 
official cdmmunidation made, by an Ambas- 
sador, in a manner so authentic, and under 
such pressing circumstances. Neither have 
you written to me, accordii^ to promise, 
to acquaint me with the motives which in- 
xluce you to consider an arrangement be- 
tween the two Powers as yet possible^ and 



which you think should determine me to 
prolong my stay at Paris, and not to press 

for my passport^ This silence, on your 

part, places me exactly in the same situa- 
tion as when I first required them. Not 

having been able to obtain from you the of- 
ficial and written explanation which I re* 
quired, of the reasons which should induce 
me to Dpstpoqe my dcnarturf-^an.extJia- 
naiion wnicn I reckoned on feiemg able to 
submit to the notice of my august master, 
in order the more fully to acquaint him of 
the hope which you entertaineid of the stHI 
existing possibility of an accomoKxlaUoii 
— I find myself compelled to renew* isxf^^ 
most pressing solicitations for passports, 
grounded upon the unhappily too great cer- 
tainty that my presence here can he of no 

longer use. 1 beg your Excellency may 

have the goodness to make his Royal and 
Imperial Majesty acquainted with this for- 
mal requisition, on my part, the first time 
that you may have any communication with 
him. I indulge a hope, that his Majesty is 
too well aware of^ and will too readily call 
to mind, the personal attachment which 
has caused me so zealously to fulfil my duty, 
in endeavouring to preserve peace and con- 
cord between the two empires, to admit of 
his supposing, that the requisition I make 
for permission to quit my post 4f grounded 
upon any thing but the complete and pain* 
ful certainty I feel, that every hope of being 
able, in the character of a negociator, to 

bring about a reconciliation is cut offi 

Although I have to acknowledge many per- 
sonal obligations to your ExceHency, I shall 
consider it as a greater proof of friendship 
than you have yet honoured me with, if you 
will exert yourself to enable me to quit a 
place which you must be aware it cannot b^ 
otherwise than extremely painful to me to 
continue in, since the departure of his Royal, 
and Imperial Majesty, and that of yot!ir 
Excellency, deprive me of the sattsfactiou 
of thinking that I am capable of effecting 

any thing useful. 1 am about to quit 

Paris, never to return thither. I shall re- 
main at my country-house at Sevres, till 
your Excellency shall ^ have sent me my 
passports. I shall there anxiously exp^t 
your Excellency's answer to enable me to 
sti off, having already made eyery ^ neces- 
sary arrangement for the purpose, and sent 
away such part of my household as I could 
dispense with, only retaining the few ser- 
vants who are to accompany me oa my 

journey. 1 renew, my Lord puke, the 

assurances of my high consideration. 

. Prihcx Alix. Kwr axin . 
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Gopjf\o/the Answer of Count Momamoff U 
ike J{4)te of Ike Min'nUwi^ JForeign R&-* 
ialions, of the "tblk AprU.-^mUm^ Ma^ 

My Lord Duke, — ^Tfie Count de Nar- 
bonne has given me the dispatch which 
your Excellency confided to him. I have 
not delayed a moment to place it before 

the EaiJJCrOr. Tlta-tfXajx^%^, u%rr^^^^c^ t-t- 

fill to thelii* of conduct 'which he orisji- 
oally marked for himself, always persever- 
ing in a mere system of defence, in short, 
always more moderate In proportion as the 
dctclopement of his power enables him to 
repulse with greater vigour such attempts 
as might be made against the interests oF 
bis Empire, and the dignity of his Crown, 
h satisfied to adhere to the wish with which 
you, my Lord Duke, conclude the interest- 
ing commutiicaiion of y6ur Court. Con- 
stantly seeking to prove how much he has 
it at heart to avoid every thing which 
might infUse into his connexion with 
France a spirit of animosity and acerbity, 
suth as would endanger its continuance, he 
has directed me not tq enter into any refu- 
tation of alleged grievances, nor to oppose 
assertions which, for the most part, are 
grounded upon imputed facts, quite desti« 
tute of probability, and upon hypothesis al- 
together gratuitous. The dispatdies ad- 
dressed to Prince Kurak'm, by the Baron de 
Scrdobin, have partly anticipated the an- 
swer to all the accusations which have been 

made, They have represented, in its 

true light, tl;c loyal conduct which the Em- 
peror has observed in all his relations with 
France. They have given, with respect to 
bUr armaments, explanations, confirmed in 
such a degree, as appear to have even out- 
stripped the hopes of the Emperor Napo- 
leon. Since, notwithstanding the menacing 
movtoents of his armies beyond a line, 
where, for the security of our frontiers, 
they ought to have stopped, affairs continue 
here in the same sta^ as at the time of the 
departure of tbe last Courier. Indeed, 
not a single man ha4 entered the territory 
of Prussia, or that of the Duchy of War- 
saw, and no new obstacle has tended on 
our part to prevent the continuance of 
peace.— ^ — On the contrary, the last instruc- 
tions which Prince Kurakin has received, 
fiirnish him with ample means of termi- 
nating all differences, and of opening the 
negociatlon which your Coutt dtisires. — '— 
We have learned with satisfaction, the re- 
ception which our propositions have met 
with on the part of the Emperor Napoleon. 
Tbe official answer which your Excellency 



shall give t^ them, and WbioK we are de« 
sired by Prince Kurakiii to expect, will de^ 
finttively settle the important question e( 

peace or war; The moderation whick 

marks that 1 hive now the honour of ad* 
dressing to you, oflefs you, my Lord Duke^ 
ample ncurity that* any overture that initf 
bp made, of a paciBc nature, will be 

ma4» pleaseowitli 4he step wnld? his beea 
taken with respect to. the Brttish Govern* 
ment. He is grateful for the attention 6f 
the Emperor Napoleon in informing htm 
therBof^ He will always duly appirecrate 
the sacrifices which that Sovereign shall 
make, in order to promote the conchisioh 
of a general peace, for the attainmenc of 
which great and attractive ebjec\, no sacri- 
fices can, in his opinion, be too consider* 
able,-— — I have the honoui' to offer to youi' 
ExceUency, fcc* fee. 

CoiTlIT DX RoilANZOFF^ 



Copy qfa Z^Urfrom the Minister for For 
reign Affairs to Comt Lauriston^ Amr 
passador of his Jmperiat and Aoyal Mar 
jesty^ at St, Fttersifurg. — fire^dLeu^ Mcqf 
20, 18i«. 

I have the honomr, Count, to send you 
copies of two note» from Pritke Kurakin, 
dated the 30th of Aprii and ITkh of May-, 
of a note which i addtes^ed to that Ambas* 
sador on the 9th of the same month, and <k( 
the answer which he returned to me on the 
same>day ; and, lastly, of a note of the 1 1 tli 
pf May, which reached me yesterday, and 
by which Prince Kurakin renews, in the 
most pressing manner, his demand of his 

passports.-H Hie Majesty, Courit, cottW 

never have believed that this Ambassador 
would have taken so much upon himself: 
he thinks it fit that you shduld, by a note, 
addressed to the Count de Soltikoff, de- 
mand passports for yourself, hi order to 
proceed to the Goimt de Rotnanzoff td 
WUoa, or to any other place of meeting 
that shall be appointed > You wiH an^ 
nounce to Count SoltikofiT, that the comita* 
nicitions with which you are charged^ fnd 
which you cannot make but to the Chancel*- 
lor or to the Emperor himself, are as^ im« 

portant as they- ar© urgent. You Will 

show Count Romanzoff all the documcnti 
which I transmit to you. You Will express 
the astonishment which his Majesty mtist 
have felt, when I gave him' an account of 
proceedings so unexj^ected, and so con- 
trary to the dispositions which the Emj^erof 
Alexander mattifested to you^elf r when he 
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perceiTed, that In the notes of the Russian 
Aoabassador, the evacaation of Prussia 
was put forward as a condition upon which 
France was not even to deliberate — a con- 
dition such as his Majesty had never pro- 
posed after the greatest victories ; when, in 
line, by the demand of the independence of 
Prussia, his independence was violated, in- 

^"RStfih.?* *h«» A^ftrivftu¥p *»»»• K«MiT\ ••\*»<'«f»* 

on OTlntee pohtical engagements which he 
has contracted in the exercise of the right 
which belongs to all Sovereigns. You 
will. Count, make it be felt sensibly, how 
mtich the notes of Prince Kut'akin are, in 
their form, and by their contents, opposed 
to those pacific dispositions, of which that 
AmbasBSMior had given the assurance; by 
what spirit of conciliation his Majesty is 
induced to suppose, that in presenting their 
notes and combining to them the demand of 
his passports, he has trangressed the 
bounds prescribed to him, and with what 
regret, if they were really the expression 
of the intentions, and tiie result of the 
Orders of the Court of Petersburg, his Ma- 
jesty would see every hopi! vanish, of suc- 
ceeding, by a negociation, which he has 
been constantly soliciting ior nearly two 
years, ^ in the adjustment at last of the dif- 
ferences that divide the two cotmtries. — — 
Y9V1 willinsiit, CoMnt, on* obtaining expla- 
nations whi^h ouy stilU^ve the way open 
for an-accommodation. 1 have the hooonr 
to be, kc, fee. 

Co/fff of a Letter from Count Romam.offto 
Count Lauriston. — '- — Wilna^ t7th May 
{Sthjlune)^ Evening, 1812. 

Mr. Ambassador, — His Imperial Majesty 
ha9 just been informed by Count Soirtkoff, 
that yoinr Excellency had demancted pass- 
ports, for the purpose of aitendmg his Ma- 
jesty, with a. view to execute in person the 
orders which you bad received fiom the 
Emperor, your master.— ^Tbouj^, in the 
mid^t of nis troops, his Majesty wodd have, 
felt pleasure in withdrawing himself lor 
a short time from bis present occupations, 
in order to receive meat his person the Am- 
bassador of a Sovereini, his Ally; but a 
circumstance, totally foreign to all his Ma- 
jesty's thoughts, preveat hioi. He has 

just learned thai the course of the post by 
letters between his Emphe and foreign na- 
tions, has been suspended at Memel, and, 
according to every appearance, all cooamu- 

nication with his Empire prohibited. . 

He has since been informed^ that one of his 
Couriers, returning from one of his mis- 



sions to his Majesty, has been unable to ob- 
tain permission to pass the frontier into his/ 
States, and that it has been necessary for 

him to turn badu Acts so extraordinary 

require to be cleared up. His Majesty, not 
being previously apprized of the nature of 
the communications with which your Excel-' 
lency is charged, faithful to his nvra sys- 

of things in the relations of the two Cabi- 
nets, invites you, Mr. Ambassador, m 
choose rather not to quit St. Petersburg, 
and to have the goodness to do me the ho- 
nour to address to me, in writing, the comr 
munications which you have to make,' or 
els^ to convey them, in writing, directly to 
his Imperial Majesty, at your own option ; 
and in order to afford you the means of so 
doing, his Majesty has commanded me to 
place, for this purpose, at your 4ispo6al,' 
the Steur Baereus, an Officer in the corps of 
Field, who will have the honour to deliver 

you this letter. 1 entreat' your Excel-! 

lency, fee. Count ^e RoMANzoFf • ' 

Copy 0/ a Letter from Count de Laurlston> 

to Count Bomanzof. St^ P^tersburg^ 

Slst May [nth June), 1812. 

Sir, Count, — The goodness which I have 
experienced on the part of his Majesty the 
Emperor Alexander, the marks of confi- 
dence with which he, had condescended to 
honour me, prevented me from foreseeing 
any obstacle to the journey which I proposed 
to make to Wilna. I bad, therefore, mad^ 
arrangements for my journey, notwithj»tand<« 
ing the very violent rheumatic pains which 
I have suMered for many days, sensible of 
all the, importance of the communications 
which I was charged to make to his. Ma-i 
jesty, or to your Excellency, under circum- 
stances when the smallest delay might be 

mjurious. What, then, was my astor 

nishment on receiving your Excellency's 
leuer t 1 saw all iny hopes vanish ; I saw- 
that I had deceived myself in the idea 1 h^d^ 
i)f th&confidence which 1 supposed his Ma- 
jesty would be pleased to confer on me, in^ 
anBUch as he refuses we any direct commu- 
nication either with himself or with your 
Excellency, <^t a moment when this confix 
dence, which I believed I had merited by 
tty conduct, by my invariable zeal for the 
OKiintenance of the alliance, might be, as 
I have no hesitation to say it would have 
been, of the greatest advantage to the tWQ 
Empires, Tlie reasons even which your 
Excellency has put forward to prevail my 
"fto be contimud.J 
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In order that rm coantrymen and that the 

world may not be deceived, doped, and cheated 

upon this subject I, WILLIAM COBBETT, 

of Boiley, in Hampthire, pot npon record 
tbe £xii«-»ni9'iacuj ta wit* xvm^ i»H u*x« .r«^«. 

June, 1809, the foUowiag article was pub- 
liAed in a London newa-paper, called the 

Courier : ^^ The Matiny amongit tlie LO- 

«< CAL MILITIA, which broke oot at Ely, was 
*^fmitmateif suppressed on Wednesday by the 
** arrival of fonr sqaadrons of the GERMAN 
'f ft£OiON CAVALRY from Bnry, under the 
^ cottfmand of General Anckland. Five of the 
^ ringleaders were tried by a Court-Martial, ahd 
'' BenieiKted to rettive 500 litkes eodk, part of which 
^ punidunent they received on Wednesday, and 
^ a part was remitted. A stoppage Jbr their knap- 
^ Mdlcf was the ground of the complaint that ex- 
'^ cited this mntinons spirit, which occasioned 
^ the men to snrronnd their officers, and demand 
** what they deemed their arrean. The first 
" division of tlie German Legion halted yesterday 

^ at Newmarket on their return to Bury," 

That, on the Ist Jufy, 1809, I published, in the 
Political Register, an article censuring, in the 
strongest terms, these proceedings ; that, for so 
doing, the Attorney Generalprosecoted, as sedi« 
tioiis libellers, and by Ex-Officio Infoimation, 
me, and also my printer, my publisher, and one 
of the principal retailers of the Political Register; 
that I xvas'brouffht to trial on the I5th June, 
1810, and was, by a Special Jury, that is to say, 
t>y 12 men oat of 48 appointed by the Master or 
the Crown Office, found guilty; that, on the 
20th of the same month, I was compelled to give 
bail for my appearance to receive judgment; 
and that, as I came up from Botley (to which 
|»lace I had returned to my family and my fiirro 
on the evening of the 15tfa), a Tipstaff went 
down from London in order to seize me, per- 
ionally ; that, on the 9th of July, 1810, I, toge- 
ther with my printer, publisher, and the news- 
man, F^rc brought into the Court of King's 
Bench to receive judgment; that the three 
former were sentenced to be imprisoned for 
some months in the King^ Bench prison; that I 
was sentenced to be imprisoned for two years in 
Newgate, the great receptacle for malefactors, 
an^ the firont of which is the scene of nomerons 
hangings in the course of every year ; that the 
part of the prison in which I was sentenced to be 
confined is sometimes inhabited by felons, that. 
MMb were actually in it at the time I entered 
it ; that one man was taken out of it to be trans- 
ported in about 48 hours after I was put into the 
same yard with him ; and that it . is the place of 
confinement for men guilty of imnatoral crimes, 
of whom there are fonr in it at this time ; that, 
besl^ this imprisonment, L vn» sentenced to 
pay alhousand^pounds TO THE RING, and to 
give secnrity for my good behaviour lor seven 
yearsy myself in tlie sun^ of 3,000 pounds, and 
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two safeties in the sum of 1,000 pounds each ; 
that the whole of this sentence has bieen executed 
up6n me, that I have been imprisoned the two 
years, have paid the thousand ponttds TO THE 

and Peter Walker, Bsqrs. being my snrettM; 
that the Attorney General was Sir Vicary GtbbSy 
the Judge who sat at the trial Lord EHenborongb, 
the fonr Judges vidio sat at passinirseiiteBre Ellen^ 
borough* Orose, l^ Blanc, and Bailey : and that 
the jurors wer^ Thomas Rhodes of Hampifeaf 
^oad, John Davis of SoutI^mpton Place, Jamel 
Ellis of Tottenham Court Road, John Rtrhards 
of Baysvrater, Thomas Marsbare of Baker Street, 
Robert Heathcote of High Street Marylebone, 
John Maud of York Place Marylebone, George 
Baxter of Church Terrace Pancras, Thomas 
Taylor of Red Lion Square, David Deane of 6t. 
John Street, William Palmer of Upper Street 
Islington, Henry Favre of Pall Mall; that the 
Prime Ministers dnripg the time were Spencer 
Perceval, until he was uiot by John Bellinghan, 
and after that Robert B. Jenkinson, Eart of Li- 
verpooi ; tbiit the prosecution anil sentence took 
pUce in th^ reign of Rin| George the Third, and 
that, he having become msane durui| my imprii- 
sooment, the 1,000 pounds was paid to lib soo, 
the Prince Regent, in his behalf; diat, during my 
imprisonment, I wrote and pnbltshed 3^ Emsjh 
and Letters upon political snbjects; tint, dariar 
the same, time, I wa:i visited by persc^ns from 1^ 
cities and towns, many of ihem as a sort of depiF 
ties from Societies or'Clubs ; that, at the expira- 
tion of ray imprisonment, on the 9di of July, 181$, 
a great dinner was g^ven tn.I/mdon for &a pttr* 
pose of receiving me, at which dinner npwardi of 
600 persons were pi^esent, and at which Sir 
Francis Burdett presided ; tiuit dinners and other 
parties were held on the same occasion in many 
other places in England; that, on my way hoB|C, 
I was received at Alton, the first town in Haiiq|>- 
shire, with the ringing of the Church bells; that 
a respectable company met me and gave me a 
dinner at Winchester; that I was drawn from 
more than the distance of a mile into Botknr hy 
the people ; that, upon my arrival in the vtlnge, 
I found all the people assembled to receive me; 
that I conclndea the day by expUunlng to tliem 
the cause of my imprisonment^ and by gtving 
them dear notions respectwg the flogging of the 
Local MiUtla-mep at Ely, and respec^g the en- 
ployment of German Troops ; and, finaUy, wbtch 
|i more than a compensation for my losses and fil 
my snffinings, lam m perftct health and strengft, 
and, thoufth I must, for the sake of six cMMren, 
feel the <6niuiutKNi that has b^en made in my 
property (thinking it right in me to decline the 
offer of a subscription), I have the consolation to 
see growing np three sons, upon whose hearts, I 
trust, all these fiMctuviU be engraven. 

Wii. COBBETT. 
Botlfy, July 98, 1QX9. 
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TO THE PRrNCE RECENT, 

On the Dispute with Amkbica. 

Letter vii. 



' *< I implore jour Royi^ HigfahcM to re6eet on the iMnifbM miteries that nmy arise fh>iii tbU 
<< CMMe, and to be pteaied to bear in mind, that, to jield hereafter npoo fbree or menace, will be 
^* ditmce : whereat to yield now wonld indicate a i^timent of justice.''— Letter to the Jtegent, 
Vol. XXL Pol. Reg. p. 769. 

^ ^ ; , .— [16% 

Highness verbally; but, how wretchedly 
have (he nation and you been deceived ! 

The state of a^airs between the twocoun« 
tries now stands thus : There exists a Dls^ 
pute on the subject of our Orders in Cotsn.'* 
cii^ on that of the JpipressnurU of Ameri-^ 
can Seamen^ a«id on the possession of the 
Iloridas. There are some other matters of 
inferior importance, but the)^. would ^mit 
of easy arrangement. With regard to th« 
Orders in Council, your Royal. Highness 
was advised to issue, on the 21st of. April 
last,* a Declaration, stating that you would 
not repeal the Orders in Council, until 
France, Officially and Unconditionally, by 
some public promulgation, repealed her 
Berlin and Milan Decrees* France, so far 
from doing this, has, in the most public 
jmkI solemn manner, declared, that she will 
never do yvbat your Declaration required, 
though, at the same time, she has. repeated 
(and she has done no xhore] what she had 
said to the American Government in 1810^ 
and what was then communicated to our 
Government by*lhe American Minister in 
London. Nevertheless, you were afteiw 
wards advised to repeal . the Orders in 
Council, though the conditions of the Dct^ 
claration before issued were not at all sattsv^ 
£ed, but were, in fact, set at open deE* 
ance. 

This repeal, yvhtch took place on the %3d 
of June iast,+ was, however, too late in its 
adoption to- prevent war. The American 
Government, who bad been making their 
preparations for many months, and which 
preparations had been the subject of mock^ 
ery with the venal press in Enriand, de- 
clared war on the 18th of Tune last. The 
tnteUigence of this havitw «eeii retfiived m 
England, your Royal Highness was advised 
to issue, on the 31st of July, an Order ia 
Council for an embargo on all Americaa 
vessels in our ports, and also for'capturing 
and detaining all American vessels at aea. 



ir, 
If I liave J^qvf to refer to the proofs of 
the correctness of those opinions which I 
addressed to your Royal Highness many 
months past, upon the subject of the Dis« 
pute with America, 1 beg you to be assur- 
ed, that I do it not in the way of triumph, 
but in the hope, that even yet my advice, 
roost respectfully offered to your Royal 
Highnc;ss, may have some weight with 
you, and luay, in some small degree, tend 
to avert that last of national evils, a war 
with America, a war against the children 
of Englishmen, a war against tlie seat of 
political and veU^qus freedom. 

In 'my former Letters 1 took great pains 
to endeavour to indufce your Royal Higlmess 
to distrust the -statements in our public 
prints as to the power of the English party 
,1(1 the American States. I assured you, 
ihat the venal press in England was en- 
yaged in promulgating a series of deceptions 
with regard to the opinions of the people of 
America. I took the liberty to point out 
to your Royal Highness the mischiefs which 
must result from listening to the advice of 
those whose language ipight correspond 
with that of this press ; and, in short, I 
showed, that, if the endeavours of that 
pernicious, partial, and corrupt press had 
their intended effect, war with America 
must be the consequence. By this press 
(the vilest instrument of the vilest corrup- 
tion that ever exist^l in the whole world) 
the people of England were indaced to ap- 
iNt>v« of the measures which have now pro- 
duced a war with America; or, at least, 
they were induced to wink at them. They 
were made to believe^ that our measures of 
hostility against America were useful to us, 
and t^iat the American Government had not 
the power to resent them by war. The 
Biqae, I doubt not| was told to your Royal 



* See RegktlBr, Vol. XXI. p. 73dl. 
t gegister, Vol.»XI.F.W«* 
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This, is the sutc of affairs between the 
two countries ; and the marin question now 
appears to be, V^heiher, when the Ameri- 
can Government hears of our repeal of the 
Orders in Council, they will revoke their 
declaration of war. This is a question of 
great interest at this jnoment; and, 1 
shall, therefore, proceed to lay before your 
Royal Highness ray sentimenta with respect 
to it. 

The same sort of inratuation that has 
prevailed h^,, with regard to American 
aiairs, for many months past, appears stiA 
to prevail. Indeed, Sir, I can call it no 
. other than inssUnce ; an insolent contempt 
of the Americans, thought by those who 
hate them, and who would, if they could, 
kill them to the last man, in revenge for 
their having established a free government, 
where there are neither sinecures, jobs, or 
selling of seats. This insolence has induced 
people to talk ql America as a couutry inca- 
pable of resenting any thiug that we might 
do to her ; as being a wretched state, un- 
supported by any thmg like vigour in go* 
vcnmient; as a sort of horde of half-sa* 
yages, with whom we might do what we 
pleased ; and, to the very last minute, the 
great mass of the people here; ninety-nine 
out of every hundred, firmly believed, thai 

i| America would never go to war with us. 
They left provocations quite out of the 
question. They appeared to have got into 
their heads a conclusiou, that, let us do 
what we would to America, she would not 
go to war with us. 

This way of thinking has pervaded the 
whole of the writings upon the subject of 
the Dispute with America. At every stage 
in the progress towards war, the corrupt 
press has asserted, that America knew better 
than to CO to war with us. When she 
went so far as to pass Acts .for raising an 

' army and equipping a fleets and that, too, 
with the avowed intention of making war 
Mainst us ; still the hirelings told the peo- 
ple, that she dared not go to war, and that 
she only meant to bull^. I could fill a large 
volume with assertions from the Times 
oews-pap^ alone, ihax we should nolj^ield 
a tittle^ and that America would not dare to 
gp io war. But, the fact is too notorious Co 
dwell upon. There is no roan, and espe- 
cially your Royal Highness, who can have 
failed to observe the constant repetition of 
these assertions. - 

At last, however, America has dared to 
ffi to war^ even against chat gr«at warrior 
Ceorge. the Third, nearly tbree«fifths of 
whose reign has been occupied inwars, ex- 



clusive, of the wars ia India* H^e h^ heea 
not only the greatest warrior, but the great- 
est conqueror of any European prince tiot 
ever lived. Napoleon is nothii^ to. hioi 9$ 
a conqueror* and yet the Americans have 
dared to declare war against him. But, 
even now, now that sh« has actually de- 
dared war, and that, too, by an Act of 
Congress, by a law passed hj real repre- 
sentatives of the people ; by men elected by 
the free voice of the nation; by an im* 
bribed, unbought, unsold, unenslaved as- 
sembly , not l^y a set of corrupt koTrwes 
whom the President can at any time twist 
about by means of the people's money ; 
even now, when she has declared war in 
this solemn manner, the hireling news- 

f capers in London v^ould fain make hs be- 
ieve, that the whole thing is a mere make- 
belief, that it is a mere feint, and <^ will 
" end in smoke." At the least, they tell 
us, that when tlie news of the repeal of our 
Orders in Council reaches America, there 
must be a revocation of the declaration of 
war. They seem to forget, that the decla- 
ration of war in America is an Jet o/Con* 
gress^ and that to do away the eficct of that 
Act, another Act must pass. They seem 
to forget, that it is the people who have de- 
clarea war ; and that the people must be 
consulted before that declaoition can be «i- 
nulled, or revoked. But/ Sir, the Cac^, 
that these writers talk miserable nonse»e. 
We are at war with America ; and, befiore 
we can have peace with her again, we must 
have a treaty of peace. 

But, the main question for rational men 
to discuss is : ** Will the repeal of our Or- 
'^ ders in Council be sufficient to induce 
" America to make peace with us, without 
^' including the redress of her other griev- 
" ances?*' This is the question that vre 
have to discuss ; it is a question m ^hich 
hundreds of thousands are immediately in- 
terested ; and it is a question which I think 
may be answered in the negative ; that is to 
say, Sir, I give it as my opmion, that the 
repeal of our Orders in Council wiU not 
be sijfficient to restore us to a state of peace 
with America, and, I now proceed respect- 
fully to submit to your Royal Highness the 
reasons, upon which this opinion is founded. 
In my last Letter (at p. 787, Vol. XXI.) 
I had the honour to state to your Royal 
Highness, that there was another great 
point with America ; namely, the Impress- 
tkent of American seamen, which must be 
adjusted before harmony could be restored 
between the two countries; aqd, as fmi 
must have perceived, this subject of cotn- 
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ptkiot'statlds at the head of Mr. Madison's 
staitmenc of the gtxMinds of war ; it stands 
n the bead of his manifesto against our 
Government. His own words will best 
speak his mcaniog:— " Without goiug 
** beyond the renewal, in 1805, of the war 
'* in which Great Britain is engaged, and 
*• omitting unrepaired wrongs of inferior 
^* magnitude, the conduct of her Govern- 
** ment presents a series of acts hostile to 
*< th^ United States as aa independent and 
*^ tteutral nation. — British cruiaers have 
'^ been in the continued practice of vidat* 
** ing the American flag on the great high- 
^ way of nations, and of seizing and car* 
^ rying off persons sailing under it, not in 
^ the exercise of a beUigerent right, found- 
^ ed on the law of nations against an ene*^ 
** my, but of a municipal prerogative over 
^ British subjects. British jurisdiction ts 
^ thus extended to neutral vessels in a si"* 
^ tuation where no laws can operate but 
^ the law of nations and the laws of the 
*^ country to which the vessels belong ; and 
*' a self-redress is assumed, which, if Bri- 
** tlsh subjects were wi'ongfully detained 
^ and alone concerhed, b that substitution 
^ of force for a resort to the responsible 
^* Sovereign, which falls within the defini* 
*^ tion of war. Could the -seixure of Bri- 
^ Cish subjectt, in such cases, be reg^ed as 
** within the exercise of a belligerent risht, 
^' the acknowledged laws of war, which 
^ forbid an article of captured property to 
** be adjudged without a regular iuvestiga- 
*^ tion before a competent tribunal, woold 
^* imperiously demand the £iirest trial, 
^ where the sacred rights of persons were 
'^ at issue. In place of such trial, these 
^ rights are subjected to the will of every 
*' petty commander. — The practice, hence, 
'* is so far from afiecting British subjects 
^ alone, that under the pretext of searching 
^' for these, thousands of American citizens, 
'*. under the safeguard of public laws, and 
** of their national flag, have been torn 
•* from their country, and Geooi everything 
^dear to them,— have been dragged on 
** board ships of war of a foreign nation, 
^ and exposed, under the severities of their 
** discipline, to t>e exiled to the most dis- 
*^ tant and deadly climes, to risk their lives 
♦•lit the battles of their oppressors, and to 
*^ be the melancholy instruments of taking 
••away those of their own brethren.-* 
•• Against Uiis - crying enormity, which 
*^ Ottat Britain woau be so proinpt to 
•< avenge If iBommitted agamst faerseir, the 
^ Uniteid States have in-^ain exhausted ret- 
^ tiMsCnttioes and expostolationa : aad that 



•' no proof might be wanting of their con^ 
'^ciliatory dispositions, and no pretext left 
^* for continuance of the practice, the Bri* 
^' tish Government was fermaliy assured pf 
/* the readiness of the United States to.enter 
*^ into arrangements, such as could not be 
" rejected, if the recovery of the British sub« 
^' jects were the real and the sole object. 
^* The communication passed without ^&t 
"feet." 

The grievance here complained of is cer- 
tainly very great, and cannot be expected 
to be borne by any nation capable of n»ist-^ 
ance. If England were at peace and'Ame* 
rica at war, and if the latfer were to assume 
the right of stopping our merchant vesseb 
at sea, and taking out of them by fonce any 
men whom her oflBcers might choose to 
consider as Americans, what should wb 
say to the assumption ? And, would not 
your Royal Highness be ashamed to exer* 
cise the royal authority without the power 
instantly to punish such an affront. to the 
dignity of the Grown and the honour of ihe 
Country ? But, degradutg as this impress^- 
ment is to the national character 'of the 
Americans, it cuts them still deeper by the 
rearl suflerings ths^t it inflicts ; by the ruin 
which it occasiorts to thousands of families ; 
and by the deaths which it produces in the 
course of everv year. I have before state! 
that the number of impressed American 
seamen is very great, or, at least, has so 
been stated in America, amounting to manj 
thousands, constantly in a state of the most 
terrible bondage to them ; and, as some are 
daily dropping off, while others are im- 
pressed, the extent to which the evil hai 
beeii felt In America must have been very 
great indeed, during so long a war. 

Our corrupt news- papers, with the Timet 
at their head, are endeavouring to raisrepre^ 
sent the nature of the complaint of America, 
and thereby to provide the Ministers be- 
forehand with a justification for war rather 
than afford her redress. Upon the part of 
the President's manifesto above quoted, the 
Times makes these observaf ions : — «♦ She 
*< first comptainrof our impressing SHHsk 
*< seamen, when found on board Americaa 
(( vessels : but this is a right which we 
'< now ^ercise under peculiar modifica*- 
*^tions and restrictions. We do not at- 
♦* tempt to search ships of war^ hovrever 
t< inferior their force to ours: and as to 
*< searching merchantmen, wo do not evea 
^* do this, vaguely or indiscriminately ; but 
<* upon posUwt imd accurate ii\fl>rmaiion* 
" And practically, we apprehend, that the 
•* crimn^l cmrndment on the? part of Ame- 
F2 
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^^ ric9, is a mucli greater nuisince to us, 
'* than a wantoD search on our part is to 
*' her. Let her, however, propose " such 
'< arraogecuents" on this head, as are cal- 
" culated to effect the recovery of British 
<« subjects, and she will find Gi-eat Britain 
*« far from averse to listen to her*" 

This, Sir, is a tissue of falsehoods and 
misrepresentatioiM. The President does 
not complain that we impress British sea- 
rnin : he complains, that, under pretence of 
taking British stamen, we lake American 
seamen. This is what he complains of, 
which is precisely the contrary of what is 
here stated. As Io our not taking men out 
of American ships of war, our Government 
IuiotVs well, that America has no ships of 
war worth speaking of, and that she has 
thousands of merchant ships. It is said 
here, that we do not search American mer- 
chantmen *' vaguely and indiscriminately ; 
** but, upon positive and accurate informa- 
*' lion.** One would suppose it impossi^ 
ble for any man, capable of writing a pa* 
ragraph, to sit down 'coolly and state. so 
perfect a falsehood as this. But herein we 
&ave an instance of the length to which the 
hirelings of the English press will go in 
supporting any thing which they are called 
on to support. It is a fact, and this writer 
knew it to be a fact, that any commander of 
any ship in our navy, when he meets an 
American merchantman at sea, does^ or 
may, go or send on board of her, and that 
he does, or may, take out of her any per- 
sons, who, IN HIS OPINION, are Bri- 
tish subjects. That this is a fact ho one 
can deny ; where, then, is the " positive 
-** and accurate information?" It is also a 
fact, that the Americans have frequently 
asserted, that our officers have thus taken 
out of their ships at sea many thousands of 
American Citizens, under the pretence of 
iheir being British subjects. It is also a 
fact, which is proved by the books at our 
own A^dmiralty, that the American Go* 
veniment, through its Consul in London, 
has obtained the release from our fleet of n 
great number of American Citizens thus 
impressed, stked, and carried off upon the 
high seas. It is also a fact, proved by the 
same authority, thit many of the Ameri- 
cans thus taken have lost their limbs in the 
compulsory service of England, a service 
whkh they abhorred. It is a fact that I 
lake upon me to vouch for, that, amongst 
the American. Citizens, thus captured and 
carried off, and forced into our service of 
late years, were two grand nephews o/Ge- 
Htral fiashinglonf and that one of the two 



was released from our service by the Lords 
of the Admiralty, in consequence of an ap- 
plication from the American Consul, while . 
I was in prison for writing about the flog- 
ging of the Local Militia in the town of 
Ely, and about the employment of German 
troops upon that occasion. 

And yet, Sir, in the face of all these 
facts, has the hired writer the audacity, the 
the cool impudence, to assert, tlial we never 
search American vessels for seamen, ** but 
" upon positive and accurale information." 
With this instance of falsehood ; of wilful, 
shameless falsehood, before them, one 
would imagine, that the public would 
never after be in danger of being deceived 
by the same writer; but, alas! Sir, the 
cunning slave who sells his pen for this 
purpose knows well, that the public, or, at 
least, that that part of the public whom he 
wishes to deceive will never, till it be too 
late, be able to detect him ; he knows that 
his falsehood goes where the exposure sel- 
dom comes, and, if it come at all, he knows 
that its arrival will be too late to prevent 
the effect, to produce which is his object. 

He^next calls upon America to propose 
lur arrangement^ upon this subject; though 
in the very manifesto, upon which he is 
commenting, the President .de^jlares that 
an offer had been made to ouy^ Governmeot 
to enter into an arrangement, out thai " the 
** communication passed without effect." 
It is going very far on llie part of America 
to offei^ to enter into any arrangement upon 
the subject ; for, why should not she say, 
as we certamly should say : *' Take care of 
" your own seamen ; keep them from us in 
" any way that you please; but, you shall, 
*' on the seas, take nobody out of our ves- 
sels." Nevertheless, she has offered to 
enter into arrangements, **such," she says, 
" as could not be rejected, if the *' recovery 
" oi. British Seamen was the sole object';" 
and yet this writer accuses her of the criiiu- 
ndl concealment of our seamen ! We have 
rejected this offer of an arrangement for 
the prevention of British seamen from 
uking. shelter in American ships ; and, 
yet this writer accuses America of a desire 
to injure us by making her ships an asylum 
for British deserters '. 

Our Government say, that, if we do not 
exercise our power of searching American 
ships, and taking out our own seamen, our 
sea service will be ruined by the desertions 
to those American ships. For instance, a 
British ship of war is lying at Plymouth, 
and there are three or tour American Ves- 
sels in the same port. Numben of the 
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9eameQ get on board the American ships ; 
they gel ont to sea ; and, if they cannot be 
seized there, they go oflf safely to America 
or to any other part of the world, and are 
tfeus lost to our navy. There is no doubt, 
Sir, but this might become a very serious 
«vil, if. not i^ounteracted. But, are the 
Americans to sufier because (for whatever 
reason) our sailors desert? And, above 
all) are real American Citizens to be ex- 
posed to impressihent, to be sent to be shot 
sit, to be conveyed to the West or East In- 
dies, to be made fo end their days under 
the discipline of an English man of war ; 
are real American citizens to be exposed to 
all this because British seamen desert, and 
because that desertion (a very serious crime] 
may become extremely dangerous tons? 
I am siu^ your Royal HighiKss is too just 
to answer this qu^tion in the affirmative. 

The case must be new, because the rela- 
tive situation 6f the two countries is a no- 
Telty in the history of nations ; but, while 
V9t have an imdoubted right to recover our 
own seamen, if we can do it without vio* 
latJng the rights of other nations, we can 
have no right, in any case, to seize Ameri- 
can Citizens. America says, ^ I do not 
^ want your seamen, I would rather not 
* liave them. Keep them by what means 
^ you please. Take them wherever you 
** can find tbem in my ships ; but, 'before 
^ you do it, produce prodj of their being 
^ yours i and that, too, before z' competent 
' tribunal,* Nothing can be fairer than 
this ; but this necessarily sets aside all im- 
pressments at sea^ where there can be no 
proofgiyen^ because there can be no tribu- 
nal, or umpire, to decide upon the proof; 
and we contend, that, without the power of 
impressing at sea^ our navy would be 
fiieiuly inpired by desertion, and our 
strength thereby materially weakened. 

This is the point upon which we are at 
issue with America. Supposing the Orders 
in Council to remam repeal^, and the 
Dispute as to that matter to be settled, this 
is the point upon which, if not settled ami- 
cably, we shall have war with the Ameri- 
can States. It is the point upon which the 
people of America, who are somethings are 
more sore; and I am convinced that it is a 
point which they will not give up. They 
say, and they truly say, that it is a mockery 
for them to talk of their freedom and their 
independence, if the very bodies of their 
citizens are liaUe to be taken upon the high 
seas and forced into the service ot a foreign 
sovereign, there to be treated according to 
the niles.and relations of that sovereign. 



A people submitting to this cannot be called 
free, and their country canaot be called in- 
dependent. Therefore, when the time 
comes for entering on a treaty of peace with 
Amenca, I hope your Royal Highness will 
resbt all advice tending to a pertinacious 
adherence to the exercise of the power of 
impressmeut; for, while that power is ex-> 
ercised, we shall,, in my opinion, never 
have real peace with America. 

The other point in dispute, namely, the 
possession of the Floridas^ or, at least, 
that part of. them which belongs to Spaing 
IS of inferior importance; but, I am of 
opinion, that that point will iiot be easily 
overcome, unless we are prepared to give 
it up. America sees the possibility of Old 
Spain becoming a mere puppet in the hands 
of Englatid, and she sees the almost cer^ 
tainty of its becoming a dependent upon 
either England or France ; and, she wants 
neither France nor England for so near a 
neighbour. She has, in the adventures of 
Captain Henri^^ seen, the danger of having 
a neit^hbour on her Northern flank; ^nd^ 
the Fioridas are not divided from her by 
immense deserts and lakes as Canada is* 
While the Fioridas were held by the sleepy 
old government of Spain, America saw 
little danger; but, she will )iot, I am 
convinced, sutfer either England or France 
to be mistress of those provinces » 

This is a point, therefore, which, in 
my opinion, we should be forward in giv- 
ing up, and not get into a war with Ame* 
rica for the sake of Ferdinand^ as we are 
continumg the war with France for his 
sake. The revolutions going on in South 
America it is the interest of the United 
States to encourage and assist to the utmost 
of their power ; and, I should advise your 
Royal Highness to show an earnest. desire 
to avoid interference therein; for if, uprn 
the ground of supporting the authority of 
Ferdinand, or, upon any other ground^ 
you show a disposition to take part against 
the republicans of South America, that 
alone will be sufficient greatly to retard, if 
not wholly defeat, all attempts at an ac- 
commodation with America* Nay, Sir^ 
to speak freely my sentiments, I do nut 
expect . peace with America while we have 
an army in Spain, or, at least, while there 
is the .smallest chance of -our obtaining a. 
settle ascendency in that kingdom ; and i 
really think,, that ev^ry mile of progress 
that we are making there puts peace with 
America at a greater distance. We, ria 
this country, or, the greater part of us, sec 
no dangq: in the inprease of any power, 
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except the power of Napoleon, whose ter> 
ricorieft half envelop our coast, and whose 
armies are but at the distance of a few 
hours' sail. Not sd the Americans. They 
see danger in the ihcrease of (wr power, 
oars being that sort of power by which they 
:ktt most annoyed. If they had their 
choice between us and France for a neigh* 
bour in South America, they would not 
liesitate a moment in preferring France; 
kcause her power is not of that sort which 
would be formidable to America. What 
she would wish, however, is to see South 
America independent of Old Spain, and, 
of course, of the roasters of Old Spain ; 
and she is not so blind as not to perceive, 
that the contest in Old Spain now is, who 
tfhall have it under her control, England 
or France. 

For these reasons every victory that we 
gain in Spain wiU be an addilional obstacle 
to peace with America, unless we set out 
by a frank and clear declaration, leaving 
South America to itself and the Floridas to 
Uie United States. 

Before I conclude, I beg leave to notice 
that part of the Speech, recently delivered 
by your Royal Highness's order to the two 
Mouses of Parliament, wherein mention is 
ttade of the dispute wkh America. The 
part I allude to is thiff : ^* His Royal 
*<* Highness has commanded ns to assure 
^ you, that %e views with most eineere 
^ regret, the hostile ineasums which have 
^ been recently adopted by the Govern- 
^ ment of the Uniud Sutes of America 
^ towards this coimtry; His Royal Hiffh- 
^ ness is nevertheless willing to hope, that 
^ the accustomed relattoes of peace and 
^ amity* between the two countries may yet 
V be restored; but if his expectations in 
** this respect should be disappointed, by 
* the conduct of the Govern^ient of the 
^ United States^ or by their pirstvermue 
^ lit' any unwarraniabU prelensians, he 
^ will most fully rely on .the support of 
^ every class of His Majesty's subjectt, in 
^ a contM in which the Honour of Ms 
•* Majesty's Crown^ and the kesl inieresis 
^ ojhis dominims^ must be involved." 
: This part of the Speech has bees ihoi^ht, 
and with reason, to augur war ; £or, I am 
aot aware of ^^ rnijf prehension" of America 
ihat she will not ^* persevere" hu Jf pre* 
tensions to be put forward, to ha now ort* 
gmated, had been spoken of, there might 
Save been more room for doubts but, ia 
speaking of pretensions to be persemred in, 
the speoeh. necessarily refers to pretensions 
edttodj^ put forwtudi and, I rep^t, Sir, 



that r do not know of any pteteneion that 
America has put forward, in which 1 ih> 
not believe she will persevere, to Ao wbidi 
the conduct of your Royal Highness's mi- 
nisters is eminently Calculated \o give ^lar 
eocouragement. 

As to support from the people of Eng- 
land* in a war against America, your Royal 
Highness will certamly have it, if die' 
grounds of the war be cUarly just; but, 
it would be very difficult for your ministers 
to make the people perceive, or believe,- 
that the hnpressment of American seameti, 
any where, and especially in the very ships 
of America, was necessary *< to the honam 
" of His Mitjasty'e Crown, and involved 
** the best interests of bis domiotoos^*' 
The people have now seen all die pi«- 
dictions of the hireling prints, with regard 
to America, falsified ; they have been toldy 
that America could not support herself for 
a year withoot England^ and they haw 
seen her do it fef" a year and a half, and ac 
the end of that time declare war. T|ief 
are not now to be persuaded that thb go^ 
vemment can do what it pleases with 
America. 

It has bete slated, with an air of tri- 
umph, by the partisans of your minlafiers, 
that the Opposiiion arc pledged to support 
a war against Aottrica, unless she is sain 4 
fied with the repeal of the Ordlfs hi Goitti/ 
ciL Bat, ike peopU^ Sir, halFe givoa M 
such pledge; the mannfactnren have grvtii 
no such pledge ; and, the war Will ndt be 
a jot tha more popukr on aorouac at iis 
havmg the support of that set of men wfao 
are called the QppMiUm, and for whom 
the people have no vespoct any mora thaa 
they have fcr their oppeneots. Tha Of* 
ders ra Conocil wese a gnevanoe (o Aaie« 
rica, but not a greater gnevanoe thantba 
imprisoBjneat and captivity of htr ott- 
aens; not a greater giMvaoee than, to 
see her eitiaeos dragged by Jbice inta a 
service which they abhor, on so aumy ae» 
counts, however pleasaitt and honaurable it 
may be to our own caimtry men. This grieve 
ance was known to exist ; at|d, ti»rafare, 
if the Opposition have given a. pledge to 
support a war agamst Ameriea, unless aha 
he^ satisfied with the repeal of the Oniem 
ia Council alone, they have given a plodf^f 
to do that in which they will not have the 
support of the people. 

1 am one of those. Sir, who do not ve* 

nrd a great eactension of trade as a benefiti 

but, those who do must lay their account 

with seeing much of our trade destroyed 

Jarew hf u war with Am^Jea. . Three 
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or fouryeardof war. would compel her to 
l>ecome i oumifacluriDg country to such ao 
maugsut as aever more to stand in need of 
dollish goods ;. so that, if yojur Royal 
Hi^hnflss's ministers do insist upon exer- 
cising the power oH seizing people oit hoard 
of JVmerican ships at sea, th03e persons 
who maattTacture goods for America imist 
seek another market, for that is dpsed 
against them for ever. 

For mjuy years. Sir, there has existed 
icx this country, a faction perfectly despe- 
rate in their HATRED OF FR££DO)tf , 
TThey not only hate all free nations, but 
thmy iiate the vtry sound of tiie word free- 
dom- I am well satisfied that persons ,of 
jthis description would gladly hear of the 
imtirderof every soul in America. Th^re 
is pothing that they hate so much as a man 
■nrho is not a slave, and who lives out of the 
reacb of arbitrary power* . Jhese persons 
:«vili he sorely grieyed te .see peace preserv- 
ed between the two countries on terms ho- 
nourable to America ; but, I am, for my 
part, ready to confess, that with me it will 
be a subject of joy ; I am ready to declare, 
that I see less reason than ever for an £ng- 
lUhman's wiahinff to see the people of 
A^ooerica humbled or home down; and 
that it will grieve me exc^ediiu^ly to reflect 
that Englaiid is taxed, and that Ei^lish 
btood is shed^ ffK the purpose of enforcing 
%ht power to imprefs American seamen^; 
bift this morti%ation I shall, I trust, be 
aparec) by^the humanity ainlwisdom of your 
Boyal Highness. 

I am, &c. kc*^ 

Wk. cobbett. 

4ik Aitgusty 1813. 

SUMMARY OF POLITICS. 
NoftTBUtK Wa*. The war now go- 
ing on in. the North of £ucDpe has, t»a 
great degroe, eclipsed the war in the South, 
and for thii reason, that it^mtist he pretty 
evident, that, if Napoleon be successful in 
the ibrflier, he will fimilly be successful in 
the latter.— *-The ^r^imks of the war in 
the North ari lb Wseen in the correspond- 
ence between the French and Russian nli* 
aisten, akeady inserted in the Register. 
The sole cause is, in fact, a lefusal on the 
part of die Czar to shut English commerce 
out of his dominions, which £i^lilh com- 
merce the Emperor of France is resolved 
^hali be shut out of every spot to which his 
influence extends, as long as he is at war 
with England, ^The progress of this 
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war will be hereafter more fully dwelt 
upon, but I cannot refrain from noticing 
here, that the first efifect of it appears to 
have been ihe rescuing of fi>land from a 
foreign ffole. This is what we did not ex- 
pect to 9ee in our day ; but, we have seen 
many things that were unexpected; and 
we have many more yet to see. The mo- 
live of Napoleon in doing this good act 
may be questioned. By me it shall not, as 
I do not care a straw for his motive. The: 
Polanders are likely to become free. The 

cause of it I caurc very little about. Our 

hired news-papers are taking iniBnite pains 
to make (heir readers believe, that the 
campaign is going on exceedingly well; 
tha the Russiians are doing just Yfhat they 
intended to do; and that the French are 
falling into a trap. So they told us in 
wars which ended at Au^erliU^ fVagramj 
TUsUf ^nd Berlin. Napoleon was, in all 
these cases, going on into a trap; and so, 

it seems, he is now.. The Russians have, 

we are told, resolved to act upon the ** de- 
fensive;** and, in pursuance of this reso- 
lution, they have already retreated before 
the French for nearly 300 miles, leaving 
not only the towns aotd the whole country 
to their purstiers, but also vast magaxinv 
of warlike stores and provisions.. And this 
is called acting upon the dtfentive ! Now 
suppose that Na^leon were to Und at 
Southampton, with a view of marching to> 
London by the way of BasiD^toke, and 
that our army stationed at Winchester weis 
m make oS a few hours before lus arrival^ 
and get to Basingstoke . before him, and 
thence to make off again at hi4 approach^, 
and so on, should we call thif acting upon 
the defensive f What a set of impudent 
ruffians are the conductors of the English 
hired press i And what a shame is it to 
the nation, that these ruffiana should find 
readers ! The Russians, accocding lo their 
own account, have run away at the ap* 
proach of the French neaiiy 900 miles;, 
they have left every, tbmg in.the hands of 
the enemy ; they have not stopped to look 
him in the face ; Napoleon pursues theaa 
as a hound pursues a ham; and y^ these 
English hirelings have the i audacity to tell 
the people of England^ that the Russians 
are doing just wmit they ought to do, just 
what thoy- intended to do, and that, while 
they are surrendering a whole kingdom in- 
to the hands of the French without firing" a 
shot, they are acting upon the d^entivs! 
To defend a coimtry means tokiepanenemj^ 
^ of it; to act upon the defensive, mean* 
to defend meoely, and not to sally out to 
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tiilaek ; but, to all the other perversions of 
ilie meauing of words, to Bank resiridiorty 
and to all the other inventions In this way, 
, it required the atrocious impudence of our 
hired writers to apply the epithet defensive 
tcHht act of running away. 1 f I were to 
employ a dozen of men to dtfend my house, 
and they upon the approach of the expect- 
ed assailant, were to leave the house to 
defend itself, should I pay them for what 
they had done ? Should I commend them ? 
Should I say that they had fulfilled my 
in,lenlions> N«; and to tell the people of 
jEngland, that the Russians are now doing 
what they intended to do is certainly a 
mark of such insolence as has seldom been 
equalled. — ^However, in the end, it will 
' answer to purpose. Events will tell the 
truth. Facts, iu the end, speak for them- 
«elves ; and they now tell us to mistrusr 
^11 that these hired literary ruffians say; 
for, while these* are endeavouring to make 
4IS lielieve; that Napoleon is hated in 
France," and that the people long to put 
him down, we see him leave the country 
for months together, and place himself at 
the head of an army 600 miles distant from 
his capital. This fact alone is an answer 
•to all that we have been told of his unpo* 

pulariiy, To me it appears, that he 

will not be long in settling af&irs in^he 
North, I do iibt believe one single word 
't>f.what the hirelings tell us of the zeal of 
4fu people against him. On the contrary 
I see the people of Poland rising for hint^ 
-calling for blessings on him for having re- 
stored them to liberty. The wiseacre of 
A\\t Times news-paper has the following 
4»bservations, under date of the 4th in- 
stant : 'Mn the fallen stale of the public 
'^^ mind on the Continent^ it is gratifying to 
^' find some exceptions among the men 
.«(. whose feeling is the most important at 
'<< this time. We have been already told 
-^* of the strong disgust of the Prussian 
:<< troops, and some of the more distin- 
^* guished of the Prussian Generals, on 
'** their junction with the French service. 
•'^ We are now informed, that General 
** Count Bellegarde^ a celebrated Austrian 
'^* Oficer^ and mothers of his countrymen, 
^' have refused to take commands in the 
'^ Austrian auxiliary force. If this be 
'* true; and our accounts give it Implicit 
*«< credit ; what must be the sentiments in 
*♦ those lower ranits of the Austrian arnufj 
'^^ wfaioh feel the injury more keenly, as 
*' they are not allowed to express it ? and 
*^ what a diminution, of the Freiy^h force 
*' miglu not be eflfected by some liberal 



" offers of selllemeni in the Russian terri^ 

" lories V* Poor soul \ What he means 

by the ^^ fallen state of the public mind*' 
is thaft state whieh indicates 9 resistance to 
the insolence and oppression of despots. 
And who is this Count Bel Icgarde? Why, 
a general whom the French beat to a mum- 
my. The French would, I dare say, be 
very glad to get rid of the whole of the 
Austrian Officers. They have sergeants 
and corporals enough of their own to put in 
their stead. But the most impudent part 
of this paragraph relates to the Austrian 
soldiers, who are Irepresented as having 
peculiar caute of discontent against the 
French, when, as all the world knows, a 
French soldier is a gentleman compared to 

an Austrian soldier. No, no \ Liberal 

offers of settlement in the Russian territo« 
ries would do nothing. The French army 
knows that it can make settlements for it- 
self; and besides, how the hypocrite peepf 
out here ! This same writer was tdling 
us just before, that the Russians were dotag 
just what they intended to do; that the 
French were going on into a trap ; and, of 
course, the more there were of them the 
better. But, now, behold ! he has a 
scheme for seducing the French anrn/ froot 
their commander \ 

Sir Fiun6i> BtJRDitTT's Appatw.' ■-■ 
I subjoin this Address together with th^ 
Speech by which it was preceded, as I 
find them in the news-papers. There will 
a time offer for remarking on thenr in .fij* 
tare; in the meanwhile the public will 
observe, that they have passed uncontra- 
dicted by any one in the House, and^.as 
far as I have observed , out of the House. Tbe 
speech (imperfect as the report must ne- 
cessarily be) contains some very curious 
statements as to the amount o( pensions and 
sinecures^ and the savings that might be 
made in the public expenditure. 

Wm. cobbett, 

Bolley, 5th August, 1812. 



SIR FRANCIS BURDETT's 
Speech and Address, spoken and moved m 
the House of Commons, on Tu€$day^ 3iA& 
Jn/y, 1813, according to the Mepori^ 
given in the Morning Chronicle of the 
^9lhofJuly. 

Sir F. Burdett,' in consequence of his 
notice upon this subject, rose, and observ- 
ed that since public grievances requir^ 
public remedies, and since those gdevmces 
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never prevailed to a greater extent than ai 
the present moment, he felt it his duly, 
even at this late period of the Session, to 
stdte* his opinion, and to endeavour to per- 
suade the Prinze Regent to apply the only 
remedy that could afford permanent and 
«€fectnal relief. Although the probability 
of ^ success in the conflict on the Peninsula 
might be greater than in the commence- 
"tttent of the campaign, he could not help 
thinking that ihe Country was surrounded 
by iBore imminent dangers, foreign and 
^dcmiestic, than had threatened it at arty 
former period. It would be utterly im- 
• possible for him to do more than to give a 
slight and hnperfect sketch of the actual 
«tate of our affairs, which menaced exten- 
sive disaffection and the most aggravated 
calamities by which a nation could be af- 
•^icted. The dangers were of various 
kinds ; but among the most alarming were 
the inroads that bad of late years been 
made upon the Constitution, and which 
had actually so incorporated themselves 
•with it, that to a superficial observer the 
-one appeared even to form a part of the 
4>then The invasions of the Common Law 
•had been frequent, and the most dangerous 
symptom was the hostile manner in which 
Ihe Judges construed that law to the detri- 
ment of the subject. The danger was pe- 
^«U«fiy gr^ where the Liberty of the 
' Press was concerned ; and it was increased 
hy that usurpation of power by the Attorney 
General, by £x-officio Informations, where- 
by an hmocent man was placed in a situ- 
ation of peril, unauthorized by the Con- 
stitution. In matters of lesser importance, 
this assumption had been tolerated on the 
' maxim J)e rninimis non curat iex ; but it 
had been raised 4o a height even in the time 
of Sir W. Blackstone, which alarmed that 
'Learned Judge, who maintained that £x- 
ofiBcio Informations were not legal, except- 
ing in cases where iitamediate interposition 
-was necessary,, to prevent farther danger 
hy delay. It had now been carried to an 
extent which disgusted every man of com- 
mon understanding. Not contented with 
the authority already conferred, the Legis- 
lature had recently passed an Act, allowing 
' the Attorney General ahe additional iKmer 
of holding to baiL la prosecutions by the 
'</rown it now appeared that the Attorney 
General was entirely roaster of the Court, 
and for the first time iu any proceeding for 
ail offence less than high treason, in the 
case of the unfortunate BcUifighamy the 
Crown had challenged no less than eight 
oul of tweWe jurors ; by law the right of 



the prisoner to challenge was restricted, 
but the right of the Attorney General was 
unlimited ; this abuse was the corruption 
of justice at its very source, and, if not re- 
strained, would in time destroy what -had 
been of late years vainly called the pdUa- 
dium of Brjtish liberty. The intervention 
of the Master of the Crown Office further 

aggravated the evil. The House and the 

country had been lately 'threatened with 
some violent exertion to' support* the la- 
bouring finances. Such a measure was, 
after the experience of fatmer eictortions 
and exactions, indeed foroaidable. The 
Honourable Baronet would recommend, that 
the exertions made should not be to raise 
but to save money; exertions of economy, 
and not of taxation. He recollected three 
former great exertions of a similar kind to 
that lately alluded to: the first was the 
imposition of the Income Tax ; the second 
the increase of it to 10 per cent, and the 
third the levy of the War Taxes. What 
fresh attempts were to be made by the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer it was not 
easy to imagine. An examination of the 
Report of the Committee of Finance for 
1810, would satisfy every unprejudiced 
mind that the most vigorous exertions of 
economy were necessary, and would be 
effi^rtual. He did not indulge the vain 
hope of convincing the holders of sinecures 
that they ought to be abolished, but he 
believed that he could astonish some of them, 
when he told them that for Scotland and 
Ireland only they amounted to «£. 399,361, 
The Report alluded to likewise disclosed 
many other important particulars. Uiader 
the most comprehensive tide of ^' Gora- 
peiisation for loss oiF office, on account- of 
the Union, or any other causes before or 
since that event'' was embraced, no less a 
sum than «£. 1 00,083, including a charge 
that seemed most curiously forced ' in, of 
of .9,000 a year to the Prince of Meciding* 
burg SirelUz. . In England, the charges 
for sinecures on the Post-o£Bce, Excise, 
Consolidated Fund, &c., was no less than 
c£.459,dlO, and all the salaries paid for 
the discharge of no duties, ascended to the 
enormoiis sum of <£'.959,A84. The ex- 
penses attending the American, Dutch, and 
I French Loyalists, the Prince Regent of 
Pormgal, the Prince of Orange, the Em- 
peror of Austria, (the ally of our deadly 
enemy,) and other Foreigners, exclusive 
of their great military emoluments, foroi^ 
a charge of <£;2, 143,500, not . including 
the sum improperly granted to the Duke of 
York in 1801, -whieh had not been re- 
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turnedi and for which no ioterest was 
jpaid. The expense of foreign coq)s was 
^.968,000, and the loans to Portugal, 
and to ^he East India Company were four 
pillions. If the desirable object of an ex- 
fih^gc of prisoners were efiected, another 
PMllion might be saved. The sum of 
X 17^,000, annually granted for secret 
services^ was to be watched with peculiar 
jealpusy; how it was applied, none but 
Ministers knew ; perhaps, to reward such 
agents as Captain Henry, or to pay inform- 
ers to entrap m^ i|iio ofifences. No less 
th^n of. 100,000 W9s annually allowed for 
tl^ poor Clergy of the Church of England : 
why could not the poor be supported by 
the rich Clergy ? |n the Honourable Ba- 
ronet's opinion, the slapfing Manujadurers 
^eft Jin^ck mor^ disirving objects of cka- 
riiy*: 3^ides. these various charges^ large 
^lari€s v^ere- paid to the Commissioners of 
public accounts, who had not saved the 
public as mu^h money as would pay their 
expend for a sii^le twelvemonth. The 
next head included sums which might be 
'Oiuch more fitly included under Uie title of 
jobs; among these were c^^.S^OOO' to the 
Board of Agriculture, «£.68,000 for bridges 
and roads in Scotland (exceeding the entire 
amount of the land-tspt of that coimtry) ; 
besides o|her large charges for improve* 
ments near Palace-yard, thai ought to have 
been borne by the Dean and Chapter of 
Westminster, and for the erection of a new 
>f init, at a time when coi;i was out of cir- 
.culatioD. . The erection of barracks, which 
would have cost pf. 600,000, had been, 
this year, in part, prudently resigned. 
The wh<^ of these ^rpenses rmse to the 
extravagant sum of nine millions, all, or 
the greater part of which, might, with due 
j»anagffiqei|t, be saved to tl^ nation, al- 
ready jinking und^r burdenS| which, by 
sew etaaiooSf were to be ai^gmeated. 
With respect to the millioo of money paid 
for th^ Civil List, the Honourable Baronet 
thou^t ibat the.Crowo had made an im- 
. piovident bargain, and as the lands belong- 
ing 10 the Swereifln would let for much 
■lore, although only 50 qr £.6%Q0O was 
produced fron^ ^^% if the conivact were 
abrpgattd, another million might \^ paved, 

and the Kii^^ benefited. The greatest 

grievance of which the coimtiry had to com- 
plain was, the assumption by the House of 
Commons of the whole of the powers of the 
Smt» Ue.fSir F. Burdett) had been con- 
stantly held up as the enemy to the consti- 
. luted authoritki — to the autliorities legally 
Gonstittttod he was.a sincere friend» wA he 
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would, at all times support tl^rjusl power 
and dignity of the Throne. The House 
of Commons, a boroughmonger faaiciu, 
erected itself into an odious oligarchy, and 
usurped all the powers of the three branches 
of the Constitution. In this cauK omss a£ 
our evils originated. The annual sum of 
nearly ^ millions was paid ap the Army 
Expenditjure, but on calculating the pay of 
the whole miliury force at the highest racct 
it did not exceed six millions. To what 
purpose, then, was the remamder applied ? 
it was divided . aiDong the < Officers, and 
was swallowed by jobs in the Barrack and 
other Departments. The same remarks 
applied to die Navy, and Lord St. Vincent 
(no light authority on this subject) had 
declared, that the marine afifairs of the na- 
tion might be conducted at one-third of 
their present expense. What then, it 
would be inquired, was the remedy ? But 
he was sure that those who put the question 
could themselves answer it without prompt- 
ing — FUrlianunt4uy Rtjorm. On the many 
occasions when this question had been dis- 
cussed, some gentlemen had professed them- 
selves friendly to reform, but they did not 
see the benefit that would result frotn it. 
lf» as it could be proved, the present cor- 
rupt state of the representation was the veal 
cause of all the corruption ia the various 
branches of Government, tho«beaft6t thait " 
would result from retorm, must be obvtQUf 
to alU The ministers themselves, althoi^ 
in the present state of thhigs, they wcie 
supported by corruption, were conpeUed • 
to be responsible for many acts which ort« 
ginated in the defecu of the House of Com- 
mons« Whether war or peace would be 
the issue of our dififerences with Am^ioa 
was a question, compared with Parliamen- 
tary Reform, of little oonsoqoeoce^ and ^ 
without it, the Regent might, with any mi- 
.nisters, in vain attempt to satisfy hb sub* 
jects.-^ — The Honourable Baronet wished . 
to state his opinion with rjespect to the late 
overtures by France for peace, because on.a 
former night he had failed in catching the 
eye of the Speaker. The refusal was made 
by this Government on the ground of a sub- 
sisting treaty between Gwge the Thisd ' 
and Ferdinand the Seventh. It was ^n ah-* 
stnrdity to imagine, that such a contract 
could, imder the present circumsuocei, 
exist. Ferdinand was not in a situation to 
make or execute it ; he was not King oE < 
Sixain, in the usual acceptation of the wmlsi 
and had resigned his hereditary xight of 
succession- to the crown. The groimd of 
rehsal tumed out to be a m«re fiimsy pre* 
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tfmces or inppiBiDg such a tftaty did or 
could exist^ one Administration was not 
bouHKi to fulfil (he c&igagements of another ; 
ca<fli WM MtfpOnsUilf for its own actsi ind 
it ^9n^ h^^ver, of little iniporiaoce whe- 
ther Ferdinand or Joeeph were the King of 
Spain. IF) however, situated as this nation 
was previous to the breaking out of the new 
war, wbkh Russia had haen rash, (enough t# 
commence^ the ofier made by France had 
been repeated to any impartial man, the 
Honourable Baronet was convinced that he 
would bare iboiigbt that we esuU) n«t hare 
done i^cer than dose with the proposal, 
as it would be a fortunate opportimity of 
getting out of our difficulties and emrfoar- 
nssacBts. - The truth was, not that we 
werp %hting hi tihe pe^iosuU lor Fefdi* 
Band, but £ar ourselves ; and the real c^s- 
lioQ was, whether we were to lay claim to 
die crown of Spain t The most sanguine 
Wpes were indulged as to the iuue A tlie 
war just OQiomenGed in the N(»*th, For 
6is own part, the Honourable Baronet 
coald not concur iir the belief held out in 
iwwepapers, that Bvonapart^, fpom a want 
of proviMOQs, wpuK) be ^Mapelkd to with* 
draw. Knowing himself nothing of mili- 
tary tactics, the Honourable Baronet could 
Hot'hdp believing that the Emperor of the 
Fxinchy a&er all bis experieoce, would be 
as well antace oE the dangers be wasjexposed 
to as ibe writers of newspapers, or e\'(;n as 
His Majesty's Miiiisters. Seeing who was 
St the bead '•f fepeign'affiirs, and that the 
tWA* Noble Lords opp^e {Castlereagb 
and PalmerstonJ were to have the planning 
of our expeditions, he enteruined as little 
b0pe of their SQceess against Buonaparte as 
beaboutd of the sucoess of a obttd efi4;aged 

at cb^ with the celebrated Phillidere. 

It was witb the hope, continued the Ho- 
wiQf able Baronet, of at least awakening in 
the mind^of bis Royal Highness the Priace 
Reagent a sense of th^ nepesuty of s^tnethiiig 
being substantially done; something that 
Boight unite the minds and hearts of the 
pt^yfoi and that might obtain the redress 
9f gmraatts whicb jaov booe them to the 
earth, tha he kid ventured to trouble the 
Bouse witb Ms semiments. Measures of 
«onomfy oughr to be adopted. The' nation 
wwildbraribe^xer, if JKOesaaiiyi witboot 
lepioifig, whea they -saw that tbey were at 
prudently applied to their legitimate pur- 
poses, as they were lavishly granted by 
tbaC MoBse^ He-eould not expect that bis 
Kntisients wottkt laeet with thBceocurreu^ 
of many who heard him. He knew he was 
^presented as one who was disafiected to 



the QMiksitbiefll amborities, as t^ wer» 
called : h^ denied that he was so, however: 
he was ready to support the Grown in all 
its constitutional powers ; but he owned he 
was disafiected to the vile Oligarchy that 
now governed both the Grown and. x\h 
Gonntry; To them he owed no allegiance ; 
but on the contrary would rather swear 
eternal enmity to them on the Akar of his 
Gountry. He bad been accused, also, of 
being the protector of those who were the 
disturbers •( the peace. He was no such 
person; and neither wu he the protector 
of those who violated the oNistitutioa by 
esdling in the military to kill and destroy 
the people. He would contend there was 
no necessity for such proceedings. The 
constitution, if duly administered, was not 
so fteble as to require theen ; it had- no such 
inherent debility ; it was not such a gaudy, 
unsubstantial thing as that, to be hung up 
awrely on a fine day, as it were, to be 
gaaed upon with curiosTty, blit net to be 
touched. It had vigour enough in it^lf, if 
that vigour was properly employed; and 
his disaffeetion was to the men who did not 
properly employ it. While suoh measureil 
were pursued, he cared not who were Mi* 
iiisiers ; he cared not what Oligarchrwero 
in, or what Oligarchs were out, the coun- 
try was .equally a losor.^ ^There was an*-- 

other subject la which ho wisheff ta ci^ the 
attention of the Hou3e, and which had been 
already t6uched upon by the Member from 
Bedford on a former evening. It had 
pleased Pvovideace within the last few years 
to permit events which had, in e^ct, sus- 
pended the constitution; and that House 
had most unconttitotiOnally taken upon it-^ 
sell powers ta which it was not competent. 
As, however, he did not wi#b to see similar 
proceedings, and as it was possible, eveqy 
one would allow, that the Prince Regent 
mifbl be taken from us while bis ^ther 
was yet living, he could wish ^\ isoaM 
legislative measure should be adopted io 
anticipation of such a possibility, to prevent 
thereeurrence of the same exercise of un- 
ooostitmioBal power by that Hmse, as ha«l 
already taken place. The question was 
pregnant with great difflcuffies, and diffi- 
culties which that House ought to ph>vide 
agatnsu When, In^the' eSu'ly part of th^ 
present reign, bis Vti^m^ was afljkted witb 
that malady which they all now had to de* 
plore, an Act of Regency was passed, se- 
aving, in the person of the Pruice of 
Wa4et^ the esei^is^ of the Royal functions^ 
and he ceuld see no reason why a similar 
precat^tion should not now be taken, espe« 
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daily when it was considtred that the 
Princess Charlotte of Wales had now ar- 
rived at those years when a Regency might 
be formed in her person, and ought to be 
80 formed. It was a matter of wc^er and 
surprise to htm, and he could not account 
for it, but by supposing that the House 
Hieant to keep the whole government in its 
hands. The Honourable Baronet con- 
cluded by saying, that in order to shew the 
radical cause of all the evils he had advert- 
ed to in his speech, he should move, ** That 
an humble A<idre8s be presented to his 
Royal Hishacis the Prince Reg;ent, and in 
which Address all those objects would be 
embraced." He then moved the following 
Address : — 

To THE Prince Regent. 
We, His Majesty's most dutiful and loyal 
•ubjects, the Commons of Great Britain 
and Ireland in Parliament assembled, re- 
turn our humble thanks to your Royal 
Highness for having graciously attended to 
the wishes of this House, expressed in its 
Vote, inlimatiug the necessity there was of 
forming a strong and efficient Administra-. 
lion; — ^Wci however, deeply lament that 
any Privy Counsellors of this reahn could 
accept of commissions to that end, without 
explicitly laying before your Royal High- 
ness the necessary means of accomplishing 
the object in view, which conld only have 
been effected by restoring the people to 
their rights, and so placing your Royal 
Highness's Government on the virtues and 
affections of the nation. We lament that 
your Royal Highn^ss's beneficent intentions 
and ready endeavours produced no efifect 
advantageous to the country, and only gave 
occasion to intrigues and cabals, not less 
odious in their too obvious motives, than 
injurious to the character of the Govern- 
ment ; it being made manifest to all men, 
that the persons who possess, and those 
who aspire to the Offices of State, no longer 
regard theniselves as chosen by the Sove- 
reign, but as the Nominees of the Borough 
Oligarchy, who equally invade the pro- 
vince of the Crown, and the rights of the 
people, interposing with the one in the 



choice 6f its Ministers, and depriving tbe 
other of the election of its RepresenUtiyes. 
If it were, at this day, necessary to point 
out the mischievous and disgraceful eflfecu 
of this unconstitutional and disloyal inva- 
sion of the rights of both King and People ; 
if, after all the votes by which the worst 
sort of tyranny and corruption have been 
sanctioned ; by which Ministers have been 
screened a^gainst a charge of trafficking in 
seats in this House, and an Attorney Gene- 
ral against a charge of oppression and par- 
tiality ; if after all that we have witnessed 
in the course of the last twenty years, of 
outrage upon the rights and liberties of 
Englishmen, there still wanted proof of 
the pernicious and degrading in&ienceof 
the Borough Faction, that proof we must 
now regard as complete, when we recollect 
that at the end of several weeks, during 
which the business in Parliament was sus- 
pended, for the professed purpose of afford- 
ing time to your Royal Highness to form a 
new Ministry, that same House of Com- 
mons who had, by one vote, declared tbe 
Ministers to be incompetent, recognized by 
another vote the competence of these same 
Ministers, leaving scarcely a possible doubt 
as to the means by which the conversion 
had been effected. While we are convince 
ed, that posterity will never believe that a 
King and people of England were thus made 
the sport and prey of a Borough Faction, 
sustained solely by a fraudulent pretence of 
being the Representatives of the People, we 
of the present day feel too sorely the reality 
of the fact, which has been manifested in a 
long train of useless wars and expeditioDS; 
which, while attended with a dreadM 
waste of treasure and qf )ife, have almost 
uniformly failed in their professed ob^ece, 
and have only answered the purpose of en- 
riching the Borough Faction and their de- 
pendants, as a reward for political corrupr 
tion. In the rash rgection of the la(e 
Overture to treat for peace, made on the 
part of the Emperor of the French, on the 
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flimsy pretext of a Tr«ity of AUiadoe be- 
tween His Majesty and Ferdinand the Se- 
venth, when, in truth, no such treaty is in 
existence, we cannot but deeply lament, 
not only the loss of an opportunity to treat 
for Peace, more favourable than, in all pro- 
bability, will again occur, but also to see 
in that rejection the determination of the 
Oligarchy to engage the nation^in intermi- 
nable' war; and (hat at a moment when, 
not ooJy by rejection of all offers, Russia 
was exposed to danger, but this country it- 
self was on the eve of a war with America, 
which not only threatens to leave your mar 
nufacturers out of employment, but also to 
deprive this country of its only resource of 
relief, in case of an unfavourable harvest ; 
and at a time when the augmentation of 
taxes, in the space of the last twenty years 
only, has swelled a burden of fifteen to a 
burden of seventy millions a year; and 
during the same period has so added to 
the public debt and the paper money, 
as to leave not the smallest hope of re- 
deeming the one or of restoring the 
credit of the other. Sinecure offices and 
grants of public money have been given 
to an enormous amount — witliout the 
unction of any public service; money 
voted out of the pockets of the people by 
those who did not represent them. The 
galling effects of the system are seen in the 
harshness, the insolence, the partiality, 
and tyranny of Tax Commissioners, Com- 
missionen of Excise, and their inferior 
agents, - whose almost diurnal visitations 
place the purse of every man in a constant 
state of requisition; unhinging property, 
dissipating the resources, and exhausting 
the patience of a loyal and suffering nation. 
As a melancholy accompaniment of those 
evils, we behold a rapid increase of pau- 
pers, of misery, and of crimes ; apd in ad- 
dition, we have the pain of observing a 
systematic practice in the Court of King's 
Bench of construing law in a manner hos- 
tile to the freedom of the subject ; an evi- 



dent decline in the independence of the 
Bar, and an unconstitutional use of succe-> 
daneum for the hateful Court of Star 
Chamber, £x-officio . Ia(btmations with 
Sp^ial Juries ; and, finally, as the means 
of securing non-resistance from an op- 
pressed people, we are shocked at the 
establishn^ent of inland fortresses through- 
out the land, under the name of Barracks, 
and in the introduction and. progressive in^ 
crease of foreign mercenary ttoops ; by the 
employment of Foreigners in offices of 
trust, civil and military, in defiance of the 
Act of Settlement, the rights of English* 
men, and the Common Law of the Land. 
In all these things, and 'in many others, 
which we forbear . to name, we see mani- 
fested the influence of that rapacious and 
insolent Oligarchy, who while they scruple 
not to enrich themselves with the spoils of 
the people, invariably speak of them with 
contempt and opprobrium. "^Ve beg leave, 
therefore, humbly to represent to your 
Royal Highness our firm conviction, that 
it is only by promoiing a Constitutional 
Reform, in. the Commons' House of Par- 
liament,, and. thereby obtaining the cordial 
support of the Nation, against those who 
are now usurping the Prerogat^ives of the 
Crown, by means of the power which th^ 
have purloined from the People, that your 
Royal Highness will be able to form a strdqg 
and efficient Government, equal to the peril- 
ous stateofaffairs, or to adopt and put in force 
such measures as can effectually secure. inter- 
nal tranquillity, National Independence, and, 
finally, obtain a safe and permanent peace. 
Amongst the many misfortunes both from 
within and without, whichthe Nation has 
experienced, we account it not amongst the 
least, that after the odious Borough Oli- 
garchy had for three months actually sus- 
pended the Kingly part of the Constitution, 
and then imposed on your Royal Highness 
restrictions ou the Royal Prerogative as in- 
sulting, as unconstitutional and unnecessaryt 
they took care to have the nation exposed 
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to siflrilar dangftr, th iht Mzvat uniettfed, 
hazardous conditioo, in the event of the 
demise of your Royal Highness (whom 
God long preserve) ; that so in such event 
thef might have a pretence for renewing 
their factious usurpatimis, for fabricating 
new restrictions, and keeping the Grown 
in a state of pupilage, which ought to be 
independent. This we esteem peculiarly 
offensive, whep^ In the person of the 
Frincesi Ghaflotte, your Royal Highness's 
daughter and only child, being now of 
legal age, a Regency might, according to 
former precedent, with evident propriety, 
be established, so as to ensure the nation 
against the uncertainties and dangers to 
which it is otherwise etposed* We beg 
leave humbly to represent to your Royal 
Highness, that those dnly deceive you who 
pretend that thitf country can be restored to 
^safety and content except by redressing the 
giltvances of the people, by strictly apply* 
ing the public money to public services 
•alone, by extending the -benefitv of the 
'Gonstitmion to persons of all retigioos per- 
suasions, without distinction, above all, 
by restoring to the people their undoubted 
rights, ^* cliiimcd, demanded, and iHAiM- 
td on," but unfortunately not eststbHsh^J, 
at the revolution ; amongst whiich the chief 
atid paramount is, the free choice of -their 
representatives in the Commons' House of 
Parliament ; on the restoration of which, 
we are firmly persuaded, mainly depend 
the stability of the Throne, the independ- 
ence of the country, and the liberty of the 
people. 
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departure, would, on the contrary, as ap- 
pears to me, render it more necessary. 

in circumstances so urgent, what advantage 
could result from written ' communications, 
f when eight days would be scarcely sufficient 
Smt receiving an answer, and which, from 
their nature, even do not afford any means 



of cofteetlon in soffiefent titie tt^ Woli the 
lamentable coosequences, all the errors, all 
the misunderstandings, which may be com- 
mitted on either side, and which are even 
nearly inevitable. — —The [Principal object, 
the maintenance of peace, woufd never be 
attained. It is because the Emperor, niy 
master, was thoroughly sensible how inju- 
rious defays are on occasions so critical, 
that he commanded me to proceed u> the 
Emperor Alexander, and your Excellency, 
in order to clear up all the doubts, and to 
remove all the* difficulties upon important 
points, with respect to whtch explanations 
are not practicable, except in this way, if 
the hope be to be cherished of an arrange- 
ment which has been invariably the object 
of his wishes. In the new situation in 
which your Excellency's letter places me, it 
remains only for me to take the orders of 
my Court as to my ulterior conduct. I 
dispatch a courier to solicit instructions. 
--^-^As to myself in particular, Count, 1 
cannot conceal from your Excellency, that 
I am deeply affected at a refusal, which I 
cannot but consider as personal to myself, 
inasmuch as any person than myself di- 
rectly sent by my Master, whether a Gene- 
ral or an Aid-de-Camp, would, without 
doubt, have obtained a favour which has 
been relbsed to me.-^ — Not hating any in- 
telltgenee direct on the subject of ihe com- 
munications, which your Excellency assures 
me are suspended between Russia and fo- 
reign Countries, I cannot reply to that pa- 

ra^aph of your letter.* 1 have the bb- 

nour, &C. Count dk Lauristoi(« 

Caff afm Letter fi^am the Minister fair A- 
reiff^ Metatians ta Count Lauristai^^-^ 
fhorn^Jme 1?, 1812. 

You have seen,. Count, by the letter 
which I had the honour to write to you on 
the 90th of last month, that the declaration 
made by. Prince Kurakin,. on the 30th of 
April, an4 the repeated ,d^mand of his 
passports, had appeared to his Majesty 
such proceedings, so strong, so decisive in 
the existii^ circumstances, ,sq contrary to 
the language which this Ambassador. had 
held till then, that his Majesty found it 
difficult to believe that he had not taken too 

much upon him. We have since feam- 

ed, that the Russian Government had Qoin- 
municated to different Governments, the 
condition insisted upon from his Majesty, 
of the evacuation of the Prussian* territory 
as a precedent stipulation, indispensabk 

to any n^nxiition.' The letter which 

you haye done me the honour to write to 
me, of the 22dof May, informs mci thtrthls 
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declaration is Imown at St. Pettrsburg, 
and I find it mentioned at the same time 
in the Jbinglish Papers» as you can perceive 

hy readbg the accompanying sheet. 

No duubt, then, cap be longer entertained, 
Countf.but that Prince KuraLin has fully 
comprehended his instructions, and con- 
foroaed to them in his declaration of th^ 
30th of April, and when he made and 

l-enewed the demand of his passports. 

!rhe conduct of Prince Kurakin had de- 
terniined His Majesty to set out from 
^aris ; the publicity which has been giveii 
these transactions, has made him sensible 
of the necessity of quitting Dresden, and of 

drawing nearer to his army. He' had 

iioped, until the last moment, that con- 
jfereace^ might still take place; but this 
JiOFNe vanished when he saw that the. pro- 
positions which were really to be submitted 
to himi were incompatible with his honour. 
At Austerlitz, when the Russian army 
was destrqyed ; wiien the Emperor Alex- 
ander saw even the safety of his own per- 
son endangered ; at Tilsit, when there no 
longer remained to him any means by which 
to support that struggle in which all the 
forces of his empire had fallen, His Ma- 
jesty did not propose to him any condition 

* which would offend his honourl It is 

Jiow Coo certain, Count, that tht Goveni- 
.iseni it resol^rfid on war, for whick reason 
it might be convenient that you should re- 
.main still longer at St. Petersburg. His 
JMajesty enj<mis you to demand your pass- 
ports, and to repass the frontier. You will 
make this demand by addressing a note, a 
minute of which is subjoined to Count 
Soltikotr. I have die honour, &c. &c. 
'Tbi Dokk of Baisano. 

Cppy o/m /Tote of Caimi Laurision to Count 
SoHikoff. 
Prince Kurakm, after having mat|9 the 
communications which had been brought 
to him by the last Courier, which he re- 
'€eived frotn Russia, having demanded his 
passports, and three times repeated that 
demand, His Majesty directed that they 
•should be given to him. He commands 
me to demand mine, mf mission being 
finished, since the demand which Prince 
Kurakin made of his passports decided the 
rupture, and since His Majesty the Em- 
peror and King considers himself from this 
moment in a sute of war with Russia. 

Co^ of a L$Her from the Minister for 
foriign Maiions to Prince Kurakin. 
'ihorn^ June 12, 1812. 
Mr. Ambassador — By your note of the 

30th of April you have declared that an 



arrangement between our two Courts was 
impossible, unless His Majesty the Empe- 
ror and King should preliminarily accede to 
the peremptory demand of the entire eva- 
cuation of the Prussian States, — .—When, 
your Excellency first made known to me 
verbally this proceeding, I did not dis- 
guise from you all the consequences of it. 
After the battle of Austerlitz, when the 
Russian army was surrounded; after the 
battle of Friedland, in which it had been 
defeated, His Majesty showed his esteem 
for the valour of this arm^, for the great- 
ness of the Russian natiot^ and for the 
character of the Emperor Alexander, in 
not reqairing any thing from him contrary 
tohonAr. It was not impossible to sup- 
pose that in the existing circumstances of 
Europe, your Sovereign, who, without 
doubt, contemned neither the character of > 
the Emperor, nor that of the French na- 
tion, so faithful to honour, would have 
been disposed to dishonour France.^ Hit 
Majesty, the Emperor and King, could 
not contemplate in the condition of the 
evacuation of Prussia, as preliminary to any 
negociation, any thing but a positive re* 

fusal to negociate. You have confirmed 

this opinion, Mr. Ambassador, by the de- 
mand which you have madie of your pass- 
ports on the 7th May, and which you have 
repeated on the l<lth and 94th«— ^i-hacfe, 
nevertheless, deferred replying to your 
JElxcellency, l^ecause His Majesty wai still 
willing to believe that you had exceeded 
your instructions in givmg such a note-^in 
establishing that as a formal condition 
which might be the result of a negociation, 
and in cutting short all discussion by de- 
manding your passports. But since the 

receipt of Count Lauriston's dispatches, re- 
(^6rts, which arrive by difierent channels, 
and even the publications in the English 
News*papers, apprize us that your Go- 
vernment has informed its capital and all 
Europe of the resolution which it has taken 
not to enter into any negociation until the 
French troops shall have retired to the 
Elbe. I have acknowledged, Mr. Am- 
bassador, that I was raislak^q, and I ought 
to render justice to your experience and in- 
telligence, which should have prevented 
you from resorting to a course so extreme, 
if your Government hid tiot made it our 

positive duty. His Majesty being no 

longer able to doubt the intentions of your 
Court, has commanded me t<f send- you 
yoifr passports, the repetition of the de- 
mand for which he considers as a decia* 
raiion of war. I have the honour to be, &c. 
The Duke ok Bassako. 
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In order that mf Codntiyin^ti and tBat the 
world may not be deceived, duped, and cheated 
6pon this sulijecL I, WILUAM GOBBEIT. 
of Botley, io Hampshire, put upon record 
the following fhcts j to wit : That, on the 24ffa 
June, 1809, the followihg article was pnb- 
lished in a London news-pa|^r, caHed the 

Courier : *^Tbe Mutiny amongst the IjO- 

<< CAL MILITIA, which broke oat at Ely, was 
^'fortunately suppressed on Wednetdav bjr the 
« arrival of fo«r squadrons of the GERMAK 
"LEGION CAVALRY from Bury, under the 
" command of General Auckland. Five of the 
" rini;leaders were tried by a Court-Martial, and 
*' Bentenced to receive 500 huhea eockf pail^f which 
" punishment they received on Wednesday, and 
" a part was remitted. A stojipagefor their knap- 
** 8ack$'viM the ground of the comphunt that ex- 
'^ 'cited tltis mntinous spirit, which occasioned 
'' the men to snrronnd their officers, and demand 
" what they deemed their arrears. The first 
** division of the German Legion halted yesterday 

*^ at Newmarket on their Teturn t* Buiy.*' 

That, on the ist July, 1809, I published, in the 
Political Register, an article censuring, in the 
strongest terms, these proceedings ; that, for so 
doing, the Attorney Oeucralprosecuted, as sedi- 
tions libellers, and by Ex-Officio Infonnatioti, 
me, and also my printer, my publisher, and one 
of the principal retailers of the Political Register; 
that I was brought to trial on the 15th June, 
1810, And was, by a Special Jury, that is to say, 
by 12 men ont of 48 appointed by the Master or 
the Crown Office, found guilty; that, on the 
20tli of the same month, I was compelled to give 
bail for my appearance to receive jndgment; 
and that, as I came up from Botley (to which 
place I had returned to my family and my farm 
on the evening of the I5tb), a Tipstaff went 
down from London in order to seixe me, per- 
sonally ', that, on the 9 th of July, 1810, I, toge- 
tber with mv printer, publisher, and the news- 
man, were brought into the Court of King's 
Bench to receive jndgment ; that the three 
former were sentenced to be imprisoned for 
some months in the Ring's Bench prison ; that I 
was sentenced to be imprisoned for two years in 
Newgate, the ereat receptacle for malefactors, 
and £e front of which it the scene of numerous 
hangings in the. coarse of every year; that the 
part of the prison in which I was sentenced to be 
confined U sometimes inhabited by felons, that 
felons were actually in it at the time I entered 
it ; that one man was taken out of it to be trans- 
ported in about 48 hours after I was put into the 
aame yard wiUthim; and that it is the place of 
confinement for men guilty of unnatoral crimes, 
of whom there are four in it- at this time ; that, 
besides this imprisonment, I was sentenced to 
pay a thousand pounds TO THE KINO, and to 
give security tor my good behaviour for seven 
years, myself in tlie sum of 3,000 poimds, and 



two snredes in the waA of 1,000 pomidt etch : 
that the wh6le of this sentence has been exconted 
tipon me, that I have bean'imprisoBed the two 
vears, have paid the thotttand pounds TOOTHS 
KING, and have given the bail^ Tmiethy Browa 
and Peter Walker, Esqrs, ben^ my sureties; 
that the Attorney General was Sir Viearv Otbbs; 
the Judge who sat at the trial Lord Bllenborofagh, 
the four Jedget vriio sal at passing senteaee FUm* 
borough O^sciy Le Blaac» and BaiU8f)a»d that 
the jurors were, Thomas Rhodes of Hampstead 
Road, John Davis of Southampton Place, Janes 
Ellis of Tottenham Coert Road, John Richards 
of Baytwater, Thomas Mhrsham of Baker Street 
Robert Heathcote of High Street Maryi^boM^ 
John Maud of York Phice Marylebone, George 
Baater of Church Terrace Pancras, ' llioinii 
Taylor of Red Lkm Square, David Deaae of SI; 
John Street, Willi^Emi Palmer of Upper Street 
Islington, Henry Favre of Pall Biall; that the 
Prime Mmisters durine the time were Spencer 
Perceval, until he was shot by John BdHnghanr, 
and after that Robert B. JenikfaMon, Eiri of Li- 
verpool; that the prosecution and. sentence took 
pUce in the reign of Kin^ Geoiige the Third, and 
that, he having become insane durine my Impfi- 
sonment, the 1,000 pounds vras paid to hfa sod, 
the Prinee Regeat^ in his behalf; that^ daring ny 
imprisonment, I wrote and published S64 Essays 
and Letters upon political subjects; tbat^ doriag 
the same time, I was visited by persons ffom 197 
cities and towns, many of them as a sort of depu- 
ties from Societies or'Clobs ; that at tfce'ejrpira- 
tion of my imprisonment, on the 9ck of July, \%\St, 
a great dmner vras given in London for the m» 
pose of receiving me, at which dinner npwaras of 
600 persons were present, and at whidh ^ 
Francis Bnrdett preiideil ^ that dtbm^H and od^ 
parties were held on the teme ooeaftioa in mnf 
other places in England; that, on my way hone, 
I was received at Alton, the first town m Hamp- 
shire, with the ringing of the Church bells; tbat 
a respectable company met me and gate m^a 
dinner at Manchester; that I was drawn fiom 
more than the distance of a mile into Botler }ff 
the people; that, upon my arrival in the vAge, 
I found all the people assembled to receive me; 
that I concluded the day by exphunina to them 
the cause of my imprisonment, and by giving 
them clear notions r«^)ecting the flogging of the 
Loail Militia-men at Ely, and respecdng the em- 
ployment of German Troops ; and, fiMllyr which 
IS more than a compensation for mv losses and all 
my sufferings, I am in perfect health abd strength, 
and, thooj^ I must, for the sake of six childrtb, 
feel the diminution that has i>een made in my 
property (thinking it right in me to decltaethe 
lOffer of a subscription), I have the consolation te 
see growing up three sons, upon whose hearti^ I 
trust, all these fiicts will be engraven. 

Wm. COBBETT. 
B^(ejf,JiayftS,lSlt. 
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to THE iNDEPENDtNT ELECTORS 
OF BRISTOL. 

Letter m. 
^CDtleikien, 

fikfort i resume the subject, upon which 
I addressed you ia my last, give loe leave 
to explain to you what I mean by an inde- 
Jbtndent elector, . I dakiOt mean a man who 
iia^ money or laiid enough, to mak^ him in- 
dependent ; for, I well know, that money 
2fui land have nO such effect ; as we see, 
ey^jf day«f our Hyes, very rich men, and 
men of what is called family too, amongst 
the meanest and most dirty d^pec^ants of 
th£ imnistfy or the court. Independence 
is in the n^^lnd;. and I call independent that 
mau, who is, at all times, ready to sacri- 
fice a part, at least, of what he has, apd to 
brave the anger and resentment of those 
from whom he derives his living, rather 
than act, in his public capacity, contrary 
to the dictates of his own mind. This is 
what t raeau \sj an independent mau. The 
journeyman who carries all his fortune in a 
silk handkerchief is as likely to be an inde- 
pendent man as is a Lord or a 'Squire ; 
and, indeed, we Bnd him much oftener 
worthy of the name. 

It is to men of this description that I ad- 
dress myself upon the present occasion, 
and to their attention 1 now beg leave to re- 
call some of the circumstances of the late 
election at Bristol, or, rather, the late con- 
iesi; for, according to my notion of the 
law, there can be no election where sol- 
diers arc present during any portion of the 
time from the beginning to the end of the 
poll. 

Of the two candidates, generally, I have 
9|K>ken befoj-e; but, 1 now wish to draw 
yoor attention more particularly to the 
pledies tendered you, and given you, by 
Mr.Hunt. He promised and vowed three 
things: ist. Tliat he never would, as long 

as hP liVPd, eUb^f A\TPrt\v rkr \nA%rmf*t\v 

pocket a single farthing of the public money. 
TTiis, Gentlemen, is, with me, and so, 1 
trust, it is with you, a capital point. In- 
deed, ft always appears to roe uecessary to 
the safety of the electors, as far as the fide- 
lity of their member goes. If the man 



elected can take the public money, is not 
the temptation too great for most men? lo 
short, what can be more absurd, what can 
be more revolting to reason, what more 
shocking to common sense, than the idea of 
a m^'s being a guardian of the public 
purscy while, at the same time, he votes, 
in that capacity, part of the people's moneys 
into his own pocket? In all the other si- 
tuations of life we see the payer and the re- 
ceiver a check upon each other ; but, in the 
case. of a. member. of parliament who re- 
ceives part of the public money, there is no 
such checks 

We are often asked, whether we would 
wish gentfemen of great talents to serve 
the country as Secretaries of State, Chan- 
cellors of the Exchequer, &c. Sec. without 
any pay^? To which 1, for myself, an- 
swer no. I would not only have them 
paid, but well paid ; but I would not have 
them sit in parliament while they received 
the pay. If we are told, ibat this is im* 
praciicabUf we point to the experience in 
its support ; for, in the United States of 
America, there are no paid officers in tho 
Legislature. No man can be a member of 
either House who is in the receipt of a six- 
pence of the public money under the* Ex* 
ecutive; and, what is more, he cannot re* 
ceive any of the public money, in the shapo 
of salary, during the time for which he has 
been elected, if the office from which the 
salary is derived has been created Xu* its in- 
come increased since his election. This 
is the case in America. There are no 
chancellors of the exchequer, uo secretariei 
of stale, or of war, or of the admiralty^ in 
either House of Congress ; there is no 
Treasury Bench: there are no minister! 
and none of those other things of the sBmt 
kind, and which I will not here name. 
Yet is America now exceedingly well go- 
verned ; the people are happy and free ; 
there are about eight millions of them, and 

men do not, lo tk sure, crawriTtnost upoa 
their bellies before the rich ; but, there are 
very few murders ; 1 lived eight years in 
the largest city in the country, and there 
was no human being Aa/rjffrf, or otherwise 
put to death for a crime while I lived there* 
G 
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The country, therefore,, must be prfCtv well 
governed, and yet Chere is no inei^W of 
cith^ Hou9e of the. Le|^latttrt who ic in 
any office whatever under the government. 
The members ili^' paid for their i'uiU^ and 
paid their expenses to and from the place 
of sitting. They are appointed by the peo- 
pk| and. paid by the people; they are the* 

!>eople's representatives, and are not suf- 
ered to be the servants of, or to receive 
pay from, any body else. 

Here, than, we have a proof, an experi- 
inei^tal proof, of the practicability of con* 
ducthig a government without giving place- 
men seats in the Legislature. And, though 
the posUive pledge may, in all cases^ not b^ 
insisted on, the principle ouffht to be clearly 
understood ; aiMl, where the candidate ii 
not very well known ind^d, and has not 
had long Iriait I am for insisting tipon the 
positive pledge. This pledge Mr. Huhl 
has given yoa; and you must be weU as- 
sured, (Jbat, if he were disposed to break 
it, he would not dare to do it. For this 
alone I should prefer him to either of the 
other candidates, both of whom,, all three 
of whom, you may be assured, have in view . 
jutber public money or /(7/e, both of whidh 
Mr. Hunt diKlaims. 

The ^ pledge that Mr. Hunt has given 
^QiH. is, tba(:|ie>vill endeavour,, if elected, 
40 do away all the sinecure places, and all 
the pensions not granted for real services. 
This is a pledge which I deem of great im- 
portance. The sum of money expended 
annualljf in this way . has been stated by 
Sir Francis Burdett at nearly a million of 
pounds slerlingi that is to say, a sum suffi- 
cient to maintain^ 195,000 poor people all 
ihc year round, supposing them not to la- 
bour at all. I, for my part, should deem 
the abolition of these places and pensions of 
far greater importance to us than the gain- 
ingof a hundred battles, by land or sea. 

The 3d pledge of Mr. Hunt is, that he 
will) if elected, do all that in him lies to 
procure for the na^ioil ^ peace and a reform 
^ barliamenl, NoW| Centlemen, look 
bacJ^or the last ^0 years ; reflect on what 
has passed during that time ; and then say, 
whether you sincerely believe, that this na- 
tion can possibly continue in its present 

aom;^f 'i^irilaft"fi!flse,T^l ) 8j ^ ^^ ^r'- 



the only possible means of rescuing our- 
selves from bur dangers; but. Gentlemen, 
now are we to have peace 7 The terms of- 
jfcred by the Emperor of France are fair; 
ibey are, indeed, such as I never, expected 
^t^ed at the dose of a he^Qciation ; 




they would, if acc^tad of, Itave us^in pos- 
session of all our conquests, <ff all the 
Islands b the West Indies; of^heexdusiw 
fishery of Newfoundland ; of the Gape; of 
Good Hope and the French Settlements la 
Senegal; of the French and Dutch Settle- 
ments in the East Indies ; of the Isles j^ 
France, and Bourbon ; in jBhort,.they woul^ 
leave us in possession of about 40 mllliMs 
of conquered peopW, while France herseif 
would not possess. above 17 or 18 milliaBa 
of conquered people. And, whldi is iiev|ir 
tob*e forgotteu*. they. would leave in ottt 
hjands, the island of l^alta iuelf, whidfi^ ^ 
ypu well know, yyas the avowed obftU 4^ 
the war. 

Why, then, have we not peace? 3^ 
cause we have not reform^ it being abstir 
lutely impossible, in my opinion, tor -om^ 
present intenuil system to be coofinueii 
during a peace which should be, aceofltpi- 
nied with the usual consequences of poack 
When the present war began, it vras §t^ 
by the then Minister, Addington, that i^ 
"were at war because we could not te M 
peace ; and, I suppose, that the same rea^ 
son would now be given ; for, otherwise^ Jt 
b, I think, impossible to account for the ri^ 
jection of (he late overtures of the Empehft' 
Napoleon, which, a( I have, I am persuad- 
ed^ clearly shown in a ioam k^gUu^ 
were both honourable and aovantageous IP 
England. Not only, therefore, will t& 
country, in my opinion, i^ever regain ie 
former state of freedom and happiness with-, 
out a reform of parliament ; but, I am con* 
vinced, that, without such reform, it will 
never again have peace with France. 

Thisl>eing the case, it must be an inex- 
cusable folly for you to elect any man who 
is not decidedly for a reform of the parlia- 
ment; and, amongst all your candidates, 
Mr. Hunt is the only man who has xfe- 
clared for that reform. The partisans of 
Sir Samuel Romilly say, that they doubt 
not that he will declare for reform. I dif- 
fer front them in opinion. I do not think 
tha^ he ever will; a least, not tjUI sudi 
men as Mr. Hunt shall have made it infci^ 
venient to be^ against reform, If Sir^t- 
muel Romilly were for reform, why sh£|ci 
he be so loath to make the declaration? 
He has to ld you. thit those who promiie 
mo* periormletfr ; but, it this were to be 
taken as a rule without an exception, theit 
would, at once, be an end of all promises 
and Engagements bitWeen man and mail. 
In this case, however, the rule did not ap- 
ply; for he might have expressed his wish 
loke Reform take place without 2aakii% 
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^ pftMBtse itpon the sobJ^it. This h^ 
«li(l ncft do ; artd, 6Mv\n% the whole thnt 
t^aHie ha^ been a candidate for Bristol, he 
bas* bot once mentioned^ in any way, the 
«bftje<5r ^parliamentiry rero)*m. 

There hy besides, with rt^ard to Sir Sa- 
imrti "RotaU!y, a most sfuspiclous circunr- 
ttttlice ; and that is, that fiis leading parti- 
«*ns all belong to that corrupt faction, 
*wliidf has ^>eeu'design^ed under the name 
•f WW^s^, and Which FaCtioh is, if possible, 
tiikorc hostile to reform than the followers of 
Pitt and Perceval themselves. 1 have ttt^ 
Ifiieheiy asserted, that the two factions cor*, 
diilly unite upon all occasions, where an 
altad: is made upon corruption in genera], 
ix where the bterests tX parit/ are Concern - 
cd«i* We saw them join hand-in-hand and 
li^rl to heart wh^n the late Perceval and 
^autotagh were accused fay Mr. Madocks, 
«& the 11th of May, IfiOQ^, on the*amiiver- 
i^rf of which da^ Perceval was shot, at 
%hi ^6m of the very place where he had be- 
Ibre triumphed. We saw them join in ral- 
l3riiig mitfd that same Perceval when Sir 
Francis Burdett was sent to the Tower 
vader the escort of thousands oF soldiers. 
• We saw them join in reprobating the Ad- 
dress to the Prince Regent proposed by Sit 
Francis Bordeit. In siiort) upon all occa* 
-•fens ^«1ich sdmctfiinjr tfras to be- effccfed 
hostile^ "d'eddedly hostile, to ^e people,' the 
\vwo factions have cordially joinea; chey 
Ikave, kit the time, become 6ne. They hate 
one another; they would destroy one an- 
other; but, they love the public money 
more than they hate one another ^ and, 
therefore, when the system Is in dinger, 
they always unite. They coHially unite 
'alio agali^st every man who Is hostile to the 
system. They hs*te him even, more than 
they hate each other; because he woulH 
destroy the very meat that they feed on. 
* Hence, Gj^nf lemen, the united rancour bf 
thfe factions against Mr. Hunt, and their 
imitcd approbkiioft of'Mr. Bragge Bathurst. 
fcut^ of this latter We m^si tate morfe parti- 
cular ^tice. There has appeared* iit the 
BdMol neW8(-paper8 a;]niblicition rcspett- 
ttflj Meeiidg for the purpose, of unit (flg in 
attRihiiony of gratitude to "feragge Bat hurst. 
At tbl3 fltieeting tlje following resohjtions 
triirc pa^d ; but, i \>c^ ynt* »^ "^'l.'^'i*' 
fh^ the ianguage'and sentiments of the 
resolutions, and ne^t, who were the princi- 
pal kctftrs In the scene. The whole of th© 
ptibii^lon was as follows : -;; — ** At a 
*« Genjeral Meeting of the Merchants, 
"Traders, and other Inhabitants of this 
^-Chy, cottvcned by public advertisement, 



••for the purpose of uniting in a testimony 
** olgreOUude to their late RepresentalM^ 
, ** the Right Hon. Charles Bithurst,-^ 
j *^ Thoitas Daniel, Esq. in the Chair,-^ 
j ** the following Resolutions were moved by 
j " Michael Castte^ Esq. and seconded by 
] " John Cave, Esq. and earned unanimcus- 
; " ly :— 1st, That the conduct of the Right 
**Hon. Charles Bathiirsi has been distin- 
•* guished, during 18 years thar he repre^ 
J " sented this City ih Parlikment, by a fhe-^ 
" rUorioUs attention to its toeal interest^ 
** and ah invariable zeal for the individual 
** concerns of its inhabitants^ entirely ihdc* 
•* pendent of every consideration of pblitU 
" cal party.— 2d, That in the retirement o% 
^* the Right Hon. Charles Bathurst from 
" that elevated situation which he so de- 
'* servedly held amongst u^, we feel deslr* 
*' ous of testifying, hi this public manner^ 
" the gratitude we entertain for iervicee 
** that have reflected so much honour upoA 
" his abitiiies and exertions. — 3d, That k 
" Subscription he now entered into, for thfe 
" purpose of pre^nting the Ri^ht Honotii^ 
** able Charles Bathurst with a permanent 
*' Token of our esteem and approbation of 
•* services that have been so frequentljr 
*^ called upon, and attended to with so 
"** much alacrity <to his part, and with so 
^nmch advantage to the City at lirge.-J^ 
••• 4th, That a Committee be appointed of 
'** those Centlemen who signed the r^qubi- 
^' tion for thfltall of this meeting, togeth^ 
" with any of those who may be subscri- 
•** bers, for the purpose of carrying into ex- 
'' ecution xht wishes and intentions of thtft 
'^ meeting;— 5th, That the name df Mf. 
"Robert Bruce be added to the Twrtiiy 
" Gentlemen who have signed the requisl- 
" tion, for the purpose of forming a Com- 
** mittee, withany other of the Subscribers. 
♦* — 6th^ That Mr. Thomas Hellicar be re- 
" tjuested to take upon himself the office 6f 
" Treasurer. -^ Thomas DXniel, Chair- 
"ftian." 

Now, Gentlemen, you will observe, thit 
here is as decided praise as men can Be- 
stow. Mr. Bragge Is praisedfor his tij^- 
leen jjiears*' coAduct^ thaug,}\j during that 
time, he has been doing every thing whicli 
the supporters of Sir Samuel Romilly affect 

under three heads, it has neen' this : he has 
uniformly supported Pitt and the war; he 
has uniformly distinguished himself as an 
opponent of Parliamentary Reform, and 
was one of the foremost in reprobating Mr» 
Madocks's oiotion ; he has, daring the fS 
yearj of war and national misery, been a 
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great. part of the time a placetnan, and he is 
row a placeman in possessiou of a rich siue«> 
cure, with immense patronage attached to 
it. And, it is for conduct like this thai 
these townsmen of yours are ahput to give a 
testimony of their gralilude ! 

If, however, this were confined to the 
friends of Bragge fiatliurst, to those who 
profess his principles, all would be in its 
^ place, all would be natural enough. But, 
you will bear in mind, Gentlemen, that the 
two factions have united here, and that 
these resoiutionsi extolling to the skies a 
sinecure placeman, a Pittite, and a known 
and decided enemy of reform of parliament ; 
you will bear in mind that these resolutions 
vitttmovctLhy Mr. MICHAEL CASTLE, 
the very man who introduced Sir Samuel 
Romilly into your city; the very man in 
whose carriage Sir Samuel Romilly entered 
your city; ilie very man who tilled the 
chair at Sir Samuel Romilly's dinner. This 
was the man selected to MOVE resolutions 
expressive of the gratitude of the people of 
IBristol for the conduct of Bragge Bathurst, 
the sinecure placeman, the supporter of 
Pitt and the war, and the decided and dis- 
tinguished enemy of parliamentary reform. 
This was the man, this Mr. Michael Castle, 
to teir tlie world in the most solemn man* 
lier, jhat.tl^e friends of 3ir Samuel Romilly 
• approved of Uie conduct of the very man, 
whom they, when canvassing you for yotir 
. voles, represented as unfit to be, your mem- 
ber. 

Gentlemen, can you want any further 
proof of the political hypocrisy of such 
^en as Mr. Charles Elton, and Mr. Mills, 
. and &f r. Castle ? Can you be made to be- 
lieve that they are sincere when they tell 
you that they wish for a reform of any sort? 
The truth is, tliey wish to put in a member 
of th^ir own, that they may enjoy the be- 
nefit of his patronage; but, in doing this, 
they must take care not to do any thing 
. hostile to the system^ for without the exist- 
ence of that all their prospects are blasted. 
You see, that they have, in these resoiutious, 
no scruple to declare the vile and abomina- 
ble principle upon which they act. They 
here most explicitly avow, that they are 
. j^rateful to Bragge Bathuist for the zeal he 

. constuuents. That is to say, in getting 
them places under the Government ; or, in 
other words, in enabling them to live upon 
the taxes ; that is to say, upon the fruit of 
the people's labour. I told you, in my 
first letter, that they had no other object 

. lUun this in yiew ; that one part of them 



only wanted to put in Sir Samuel Romiliy 
that he might give them n>ore of the tax» 
than tbey had been able to get from Bragge 
Bathurst. Mr. Hunt had told you thi^ be- 
fore; and now you see the fact oponly 
avowed. The jobbers on both sides plainly 
tell whoever is to be their candidate^ Uiat 
he must take care of their individual 4(a^% 
cerns. 

. Thi£y Gentlemen^ is the real cause of the 
hatred,, the rancour, the poisonous malice, 
of both factions towards Mr. Hj^i, wUo 
makes open waf Mpon the tax-eaters. This 
is the reason why they hate hiAU' T&^ 
are other, reasons^ b^it this is the great- rea- 
son of all; and you may be well assared, 
that you will see both the factions alvfa;^ 
unite against any man, be he who he may. 
who is opposed to the system of plaices ioa 
pensions. But, what, then, must Jie At 
extern of the hypocrisy of the friaidsx>t.Sic 
Samuel Romilly ! Ttiey pretena that they 
wish for a reform of parliament, wheo ibor 
must well know, that such a reform wotJd 
totally destroy the very root whence spring 
those individual benefits for which they ex- 
press their gratitude to Bragge Bathurst. 
Sir Samuel Romilly, as I h^ before the 
honour to observe to you, has never told 
you that he is for a reform of the parJia- 
mfnt; and, after the publigition of die&e 
Resolutions, moved by the mau.who iiuixh 
duced him into your city, there are very 
few amongst you, .1 trust, who will not be 
convinced, that his partisans are well con- 
vinced that he will not support such a re- 
form as shall give us a chance of destrpyiog 
that corruption which is now eating eut the 
very vitals of the country. 

Clear as it is, then, that both the factions 
are your enemies, I hope thai you will 
stand firmly by ^ach other rn opposition to 
so detestable an union. Both factions are 
hateful ; but of the two the Whi^ are the 
worst ; because they disguise their hostHiky 
to the cause of freedom. Take, however, 
only ^ little time to reflect, and you will 
not be deceived by the cant of Mr. Charles 
Ellon and Mr. Mifts, both of ,wn0m^,'I 
would venturp my life, have bespoke j^aices 
for themselves in case of success to their 
candidate. They well know that the suc- 
c^s $ pf Mr> Hunt would defeat thei^ scheme, 
2thd there/ore they hate fiim. T^ey do not 
dislike him for his separation from *fiis 
wife ; they would not give his wife a bit of 
bread to save her life, if she was a beggar 
instead of being, as she is, well and liberal 
iy provided for; they would see her drpp 
from their door dead in the street, ratbcr 
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than tea(fer her a helping hand ; but, to 
speak of the separation suits the lum of the 
hypocrites ; by having recourse to it, they 
ran cast calumny on their foe without letting 
their real motive appear. They would, if 
diey dared, tell him that he iis a cruel sa- 
vage for endeavouring to prevent them' from 
pdtketiug the public money ; but this would 
not suit their purpose ; and they therefore 
rcisort to his separation fl-om his wife. 

Trusting now, Gentleoien, that y6u see 
clearly the tnotives of the two factions,' and 
that (heir main object is ta get at a share of 
thi public money, I shall not fear, that, at 
another election, you will resoliifefy endea- 
vour to defeat that vile object. The whole 
mystery lies here. It is the public money 
that the factions want to get at. They are 
not attached to any particular set of men or 
of means. Whoever or whatever will give 
ihein the best chance of getting at the public 
tnoney is the man or the thing for them ; 
and Sir Samuiel Rorailly has been brought 
forw'ard upon thfe recent occasion, only be- 
caifee there were a set of men, who found 
that they could not get so much of the pub- 
lic money as they wanted under any of the 
other candidates. They found the old 
ground too thickly settled for them ; they 
therefore resolved to get new ground of 
t^ieir own x and they chose iSir Samuel ftp- 
milly, because he was at once likely to Be 
a placeman, and was at the same time a 
man of a good deal of deserved popularity. 
They, if he were elected, would say as Fal- 
stafF did of the moon : '* the chaste Diana, 
under whose influence we sleaL" They 
mean to make a passage of him through 
which to get at the people's earnings ; and, 
^1 this, W, under the guise of virtue and 
pairiotisd. With me there wanted no- 
thing to produce conviction of this fact be- 
fore ; and now, I trust, that there is no man 
who wiK affect to doubt it ; naw when we 
see them moving and signing resolutions, 
' applauding the conduct of a member of par* 
liament who has become a sinecare place- 
man, and who is notoriously a most decided 
enemy of reform of parliament. 

With these facts before him, it is not to 
be believed, that any one man amongst you 
will give his vote for this hypdcritical fac-. 
tion. /f Sir Sanaual Romtlly w;ii 4«ol'.ro. 
openly for reform of parliament, you will 
do well to vote for him and for Mr* Hunt ; 
but, if he will not, it is your duty not only 
not to** vote for him, but to do all that^lies 
in your power to prevent his being elected ; 
*for, be you well assured, that, without a re- 
'ferm of parliament, no man living can save* 



this country, or render it any essential ser- 
vice. There is no national evil that we 
feel, be it small or great, which may not 
be traced to the want of a parliamentary 
reform, and such a reform, too, as shall cut 
up corruption by the roots. 

It is with great pleasure that I perceive, 
that Mr. Hunt has promised you to be a 
candidate at Bristol at every future election, 
as long as he has life and health, unless li^ 
should be a member wlicti a vacancy takes 
place for your city. This promise ensures 
you an election ; it secures you against be- 
ing sold like dumb' creatures; it secures 
you the exercise of your right of votings 
and the right of now and then openly re- 
proaching and loading with just maledic^ 
tions any of the wretches who may betray 
you. To be a member for Bristol, in fu- 
ture, a man must stand an eltction of some 
days, at any rate ; no one will be able to 
get in by a mere day's parade ; an election 
at Bristol will, not in future be a ceremony 
like that of choosing a churchwarden ; your 
voices will be heard, and, I hope, they 
will always carry terror to the hearu of the 
corrupt. You have only to persevere. To 
keep steadily on. To suffer nothing to 
turn you aside. Your enemies cannot kill 
you, nor can they do you harm. If they 
collect and ptiblish lists' 6f ^our names; 
you will do well, to collect and publish 
lists of theirs^ and then stand your chance 
for i\it final effect. But, above all things, 
be upon your guard against the fraudulent 
dealings of the Whigs, who are the worst 
faction of the two because they are the 
greatest hypocrites. They make use of the 
name of Sir Samuel Romilly as the means 
of deceiving you, and of gettmg a share of 
the public money into their Own pockets ; 
and of this fact I beg you never to lose 
sight, 

I am, Gentlen^en, your friend, 



Boilej/, Tuesday^ 
lull Augusty 1S12* 



Wu. COBBETT. 



SUMMARY OF POUTICS. 

Northern War. ^The progress of 

»!,;„ . „, r^.. .., — 1^^,,^ — V", '" 

it, seems to prove the correctness of the 
opihion of Sir Francis Burdett, given in his 
admired speech upon the State of the Na- 
tion. Napoleon does seem siill to be' a 
match for Lord Casilereagh and Lord Pal* 
merston. He scertis not to have been 
totally igndrant of the meaits oT carrying oa 
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war m xht countiry which he was pnnf to 

aqack. As to- the grounds of this war, 

my readers, who have now aft the cor- 
respojcxdeiice before theco, must have seen, 
that it was no other than the refusal of the 
Czar to exclude tiie manufactures and trade 
of Endaud from his dominions. Whether 
the oepiand made by Napoleon was rea* 
spqable or not must depend upon circum- 
stance; anc| whether it was wise to refuse 
ft, will very soon, I dare say, be proved. 
At present I can see, for my part, no sign 
of any impediment to the French arjnles, 
whOij^re, it appears, marching over coun- 
tries, where the people are gl((d to receive 

them. This may seem strange to some 

persons; but, the cause once known, it 
will no longer seem strange. The ques- 
tion with every people, in such' a case, is, 
** shall we be betler or worse off by ^- 
•* coming subjects of Napoleon?*' And, 
if the answer is, that they shall be worse 
o{ff^ they assist in opposing him ; if the 
contrary, they do not assist in opposmg 

him, It is as much in vain for us to 

abuse the people of Poland or of Russia, as 
it was for us to abuse the Duich or the 
Italians. They do not hear our. abuse ; and, 
if they were tP hear it, th^y would only 
Iiatc us a little more for it. Every nation 

«wst feel for iisflf. It is very amusing to 
e<ir peopTe in'Eilgland execrating the Po- 
manders because they do not fight, because 
they do not sh^d their blood, for the Rus- 
sians who conquered their country, who 
have held it by force, and who have al- 
ways considered the people as a conquered 
people. It is amusing to hear us abuse t!ie 
Polanders for this, while, in the same 
breath, we abuse the Emperor Napoleon 
as an Usurper ^ and while we call upon all 

his people to shake olF his yoke. To 

predict anv thing as to the result of this 
war would be absurd ; but, it may not ht 
amiss to endeavour to prepare tlie public 
^mind for the consequences of the success of 
Napoleon. That success would, it seenis 
to me, be decisive of the fate of the conti-r 
neut of Europe. The whole force of France, 
a great part of which has been always held 
hi readiness for a Northern War, would 
then be directed against Spain and Portu- 
cral wKirji latt;et- even would, in thar 
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probably nolne long in our possession. 

It has all along been my opinion, that 

Napoleon meant to end the continental war 
m the Southern Peninsula, whither we 
w^ and still are sending such immense 
Slims of money, and where employment is 
(o\ind for so large a part of our military 



fprc^. This opinion is now confihned ; be* 
cause, if he had been so minded ; if lie 
had wished to send a larger force toSps^' 
and Portugal, be could have sent at leastlr 
hundred and fifty thousand of those meo, 
whom he is now marching a^iiut th^ 
Czar. His war against the Czir ftVi aot 
press. It could have waited. Its bbjec^ 
was merely to enforce commercial regjor^ 
laiioiis. The North oflered no danger, ttq 
insult,** to the Empire of-Fraiicc. TIm5 
object to be accomplished by the w«^i coioM 
have been accoipplisbed after the war haa 
been ^ded in the Sbuth. It isf» tbetefcAn^ 
clear, ^^at, though l^e had the means' ct 
sending' l^OjOOiTa^fJitional troops into th^ 
Peninsula, he chose rather to let the war 
drawl on there as the means of drawii^ qfr 
the blood and treasure of Engl and .-^^Q' 
he now succeed in the North (which jBj H 
least, possible J y what terms of peace dott 
the reader suppose will be offi^red Co a| 
nextjime? Does any man imagine, th^ 
we shall ever again hear of such terms as 
those which we have rejected? J, foe my 
part,, imagine no such thing; atKf, I sli^ili, 
I am pretty confident, hear those Liuentinff 
that rejection who are now applauding it to 

the skies. The terms were not only 

good, but the time was singularly favour* 
ablel Russia ready for* war; aa^ a great 
dearth of bread in France i^vrtr orcandi- 
stances that we can never i^ope to see uoitf 
again. But, such appears to be the aver- 
sion to peace, that even these circumstances, 
so singularly favourable, were wholly over- 
looked or set at nought. The people of 

England have been told very otei, /hat 
those of France sighed for peace ; that Um( 
war was unpopular in France ; that t^ 
people there hated Napoleon becatisc b^ 
would not give them peace with flngland. 
I have never seen any proof of the tratfi f^ 
this ; but, supposing it (o be the real stat^ 
of the fact, would it not have been wise iii 
us to show a disposilipn Tor peace whcuHbe 
oflTer Was made to v^^ - If any thing; were 
wanted 't6 reconcile the people of France to 
the continuation of die war, what is jki 
likely ta do it ^s a rejectidn, oft 0ur^art, 
of reasonable Wftes of peace? — — Wbeli 
the circumstances of the war are^ hi ocor 



ia>i$ur^V£,j££ise to tceat upon the groiuMl 
of Its being unwis^to Stop c^ army in iu 
career of victory ; and when the cirejuit* 
stances of the war are unfavourable Iq, ^ 
refuse to treat upon the gromid tlitt ft 
would be tmwise to appear to be frigkleoett 
into a treaty. In the former f:^'it we treat 
a proposition for peacp as proceeding fimni 
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tht/earf oC Nap^Jeon; ip t(te latter, as 
prooeediog from his arrogance. So diat, 
reallf, I do not, for my part, see what 
case can arise, in which we shall see it 
wise for us to treat for peace with France. 
^--^fizjy I almost fear, that the notion 
ot rfr^s^blishing the Bourbons has been 
nviyed. I have lately seen, what I have 
never seen before, the whole of the per- 
spnaees beloiiging |o the French Royal 
t*amily forming part of a party wiih the 
0)aeei\ «ud Prioc^ Kegent, which is very 
little sWt of being openly received at 
co^it a^ acknowledged in their royal ca- 
pacities. Whether Uiis was looked upon 
as a ffood occasion to revive the daims of 
tlhat family, or whether the meeting was 
accidental, I know not, but I think it is 
ijhe duty of the minister to advise the Prince 
Regent not to suffer any thing to be done, 
which oiay tend to countenance the idea, 
that that (amily is again to be put forward 
by us ; for, in that case, a War of extermi- 
nation will be^ in fact, proclaimed. 

WisTMiNSTiR Meeting. On Wed- 
nesday, the 5th instant, there was a Meet- 
i^^ of the Inhabitant House-Holders of the 
City and Liberties. of Westminster, at 
which the following Resolutions were 
ffioyti by Majok Cabtmtright and st- 
condcid by KU. Hauuis : ^« Resolved* Ist. 
*^ That the Chancellor of the £xchequer 
*' havii^g taught us to expect, in ad- 

V dition to all the grievous taxes on In- 

V conie, an early tax on Capital, it b ex- 
** pedient to distinguish between these 
'' xnodes of taxation. ^d. That to tax 

>^ Tncome, is to take a proportion of the 
[^ r^t& or profits of an estate ; to tax Ga- 
'^ pItaJ, .is to tak.e away part of the estate 
Vitjelf.-^ — 3d. That a tax on Capital, 
^* ^opually repeated, ' must shortly take 
i* awaj t(e whole of the estate. — - — 4th. 

V Tbat between the effect of taxing Capi- 
^^ tai) a^ the ^ect of confiscation,^ this 

f * llfeet^ is ncrt abk to distinguish. 

f< 5tb'* 'Azi althou^ ib^ whole of Men*s 

,^^ £st^tf^ may. be taken* away by arbitrary 
Ja .Taxation) yet, as neit|ier land, nor its 
\^ woduc^ nor pther personal property, is 
i} wre^y SMinih^ated, so thq real effect of 
f « tho. sy^teni is, to transfer all property, 
*< fjcalaad persqpal, from tlic t\$p\ owners 
y« to those who, possessing a power of ar- 
.«« J%a|7 Taxatjioq,' can take away that 
*•* ^PWP*'^ *^ ^^^if pleasure.-^- — 6th. That 
>* ^9 pligarchy/ which, by usurping a 
/« jri-cat m^ority of the seats in the House 
rV,^ dpipFFo?*) s^ce b^m; n^sist^ of all 



** property, and can take it away at their 
" pleasure, are, by the same means, be- 
** come masters of the Crown and its £x- 
" chequer. — r-7th. That this Meeting 
" knows but of one crime meriting puuish- 
<^ ment by a confiscation of their estate, of 
*< which the People of England kave been 
^* guilty, namely, the crime of havmg too 
*^ long submitted to Taxation without Re- 
" presentation — a crime of which they 
*' must speedily repent, or inevitably siuj^ 
*' into a slavery the most abject aiul the 

** most hopeless. ^8th. That as the 

^' House of Commons exercises the aufhon- 
** rity of a Court of Judicature, wirtrex- 
** elusive jurisdiction over whatever relates 
** to the Elective and Legislative Right^ of 
*^ the People, so as no redress of any in* 
^* jufy touching the same can be elsewhere 
*' obtained, the Meeting, on behsdf of 
'^ themselves and the nation at lar^, will 
** present to that House a Petition of Right, 
'* claiming Representation co-extensive with 
^* Taxation in Annual Parliaments, ac- 
^ cording to the Constitution ; and de- 
" manding that <* Justice be neither denied 
" nor delayed," according to Magna Char- 
" ta." — -These resolutions, which I in- 
sert as I find them in the Morning Chro- 
nicle and Courier Ne\vs-papers, contain tnat- 
ter worthy of universal attention . The lal k 6F 
a iax upon capital has given rise to a litt^ 
alarm even amongst those \^\\o have beei 
very well content^ under the income tax. 
But, what is the use of talking of these 
matters in detail ? It is the power of tax- 
ation without representation; that is the 
only, thing worthy of our attention. It is a 
maxim, ih^t vrt tax ourselves ; and, if this 
maxim be not acted upon, what signifies 

any thing else as relating to politics? ^A 

Mr. Martin, of Galway, who, I suppo^, 
has a house in Westminster, and whose 
speeches in parliament I have sometime^ 
read, spoke at this meeting, and, if a true 
account be eiven of his speech, he mad^ a 
very miserable attempt to oppose the pro- 
positions of the venerable Major. . He 
wanted to be shown that a reform woiilfl 
ma^e things belfer. Just as if any thing, 
any argumept or any fact were necessary to 
convince a man, that the doing a^ay of 
corruption could (all to do good, could fail 

the cant of the day against reform ; coufd 
not see that it would make men better; 
could not see that it would make men 
more zealous in the defence of their coun- 
try ; and the like ; upon all which points 
hf )(v^ answered by Sir Francis Burdett. 
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Tberc was one point, however, which I 
shall notice raxher more particularly : Mr. 
Martin said : '' Let us fight the public ene- 
*5 w^, and then, whtn we have done our 
*^ fluly to our country^ it will be time to 
*' think of our private wrongs,** If Mr. 
l^artini by *' public enemy*," meant to 
wy foreign enemy ^ and by " private 
*.' wropgs,** domestic wrongs^ I differ, 
wholly from him, in opinion. I tliink the 
Ganger and the disgrace from these wrongs 
may be much g^ taicr than from any efforts 
Q.f a foreign enemy ; and, I am for beginr 
qing-ilhe work of redress at home, before I 
pester myself with what is going on abroad.; 
^eforc men begin to ^^Jighiy** they ouglu 
to know pretty well what they are light itig. 
for. In sWt, I am as ready as Mr. Mar- 
gin to fight t^e foreign enemy ; but I am 
for a redress of grievances at home at the 
same time ; because, if my right to redress 
is to wait till the war is over, I may never 

Jive to see it. .This is an old and stale 

device, to turn the attention of the people 
of a country from their domestic grievances 
to their foreign dangers ; but, this trick can 
lieyer succeed at a time when the people in 
general are thoroughly convinced, that 
their domestic grievance^ are the cause of 
ihcir foreign, dangers. 

/■ WM..COBBt:TT. 
fiotleyy IVh August, 1812. 
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THE LUDDITES, 
Or History op the Sealed Bag. 

Report of the House of Lords, from the 
Secret Committee appointed to inquire 
into the tale Disturbances. 

Your Committee, in pursuiqg the In- 
quiry referred to their consideration, have 
endeavoured to ascertain the origin of the 
disturbances which have arisen in the dif- 
ferent parts of the country, with respect to 
wlikh they have obtained information, the 
manner in whicli those disturbances have 
been carried on, the objects to which they 
have been apparently directed, the means 
used to siippress them, the effects of those 

country within which the disturoances h;^ve 

prevailed. The disposition to combined 

and disciplined riot and disturbance which 
has attracted the attention of Parliament, 
and excited apprehension of the most dan- 
gerous consequences, seems to have been 
ih-st manifested in the neighbourhood of the 



town of Nottingham ui November last, by 
the destruction of a great number of uewlyr 
invented stocking- frames, by small parties 
of men, principally stocking-weavers, wha 
assembled in various places rouqd Notung-p 

ham. By degrees the rioters b^poie 

more numerous and more formidable ; many, 
were armed and divided in different partieAy 
disturbed the whole country between N<it-r 
tinghap^ and Mansfield, destroying frames 
almost without resistance. Thii t^irit of 
discontent (amongst otlier causes t<Kwb\cl» 
it has been attributed) was supposed ^ 
have been excited or called into aclioo by 
the us^ of a new machine, which enabled 
the manufacturers to employ women ia 
work in which men had beea before eai- 
ployed, and by the refusal of the manufac^ 
turers to pay the wages at the rate which 
the weavers demanded ; and their discoa- 
tent was probably heightened by the ift* 
creased price of provisions, particularly of 
corn. The men engaged in these disturb 
ances were at first principally those thrown 
out of employ by the use of the n^ i^a- 
chinery, or by their refusal to work at the 
rates offered by the manufacturers, and thcf: 
particularly sought the destruction of frames 
owned or worked by those who were will" 
ing to work at the lower rates ; in conse- 
quence of the resistances opposed to ciie 
outrages of the rioters, in the coarse o? 
which one of them was killed, they became 
still more exasperated and more violent^ 
till the magistrates thought it necessary Co 
require the assistance of a consideniblr 
armed force, which was promptly assem- 
bled, consisting at first principally of Local 
Militia and Volunteer Yeomapry, to whooi 
were added above 400 special constabltc.^ 
the rioters were then dispersed, and it iva« 
hoped that the disturbances had been hyi 

these means suppressed. Before theena 

of the month of November, however, the 
outrages were renewed ; they became more 
serious, were more systematically conduct* 
ed, and at length the rioters began in seve- 
ral villages, where they destroyed the 
frames, to levy at the same time coatribu^ 
tions for their subsbtence, whiofa rapidly- 
increased their numbers, and early in De- 
cember the outrages were in some dep«e 
-•«wii4««l inta D^rbysbii^ and Leicester* 
sln'rc, where many frames were brekeA«i 

In the mean time a considerable force: 

both of infantry and cavalry had been.seat 
to Nottingham, and tiic commanding of- 
ficer of the district was ordered to repair, 
thither ; and in January two of the most 
experienced police magistrates were dis*» 
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patched to KToltingham, Tor the purpose of 
assisting the local authorities in their endea- 
vours to restore tranquillity in the disturbed 

districts. The systematic combination, 

however, with which the outrages were 
conducted, the terror which they inspired, 
aiKi the disposition oF many of the lower 
orders to favour rather than oppose them, 
made it very difficult to discover the offend- 
^s, to apprehend them If discovered, or 
to obiaw* •vi4«nc« to coiivlct those who 
were apprehended of the crimes wiih Which 
they were charged. Some, however, were 
afcerwaf-ds proceeded against at the Spring 
assizes at Nottingham, and seven persons 
were convicted of dif&rent ofiences, and 

sentenced to transportation. In the 

mean time acts were passed for establishing 
a police in the disturbed districts, upon the 
aocieul system of Avatch and ward, and for 
applying to the destruction of stocking 
frauHes the punishment before applied by 
law to the destruction of other machinery. 

•< The discontent which had thus first 

appeared about Nottingham, and had in 
some degree extended into Derbyshire and 
Leicestershire, had before this period been 
communicated to other parts of the country. 
Subscriptions for the persons taken into 
custody in Nottinghamshire were solicited 
m the month of February at Stockport, in 
Cheshire, where anonymous letters Were at 
the same time circulated, threatening to de- 
stroy the machinery used in the mariufac- 
tares of that place, and in that and the fol- 
iDwiDg months attempts were m^e to set 
on fire two different manufactories. The 
spirit 6f disorder then rapidly spread 
through the neighbourhood ; inflammatory 
placards, inviting the pedple to a general 
rigbig, were dispersed, illegal oaths were 
ddmMsteried, riots were produced in vari* 
€QS places, houses were plimdered by per- 
sons in disguise, and a report was industri- 
o«islyxirculated, that a general rising would 
take place on the first of May, or early in 
tteit month. This sp\t\K of riot and dis- 
turbance was e^ctended to maby other phces, 
and particularly to Ashton-under-linc, *Ec- 
dts^ and Middleton ; at the latter place the 
manufactory of Mr. Burton was attacked on 
. the aOlh of April, and although the rioters 
were then rejHilseds and five of ihcirYium- 
berwere killed by the military force assem- 
bled to protect the works, a second attack 
was made on the ^2d of April, and Mr. 
Barton's dwelling-house was burnt before 
military assistance could be brought to 
his support. When troops arrived to 
protect the works, they were fired upon 



by the rioters, and before the rioters 
could . be dispersed several of them were 
killed and wounded ; according to the ac- 
counts received, at least three were killed 

and about twenty wounded, On the 

14tb of April riots again prevailed at Stock- 
port ; the ' house of Mr. Goodwin was set 
on fire, and his steam- looms were destroy- 
ed. In the following night a meeting of 
rioters on a heath about two miles from 
the town, for the purpose, aS supposed, ot 
being trained for military exeitise, was 
surprised and dispersed ; contributions were 
also levied m the neighbouriiood, tft the 

houses of gentlemen and farmers. 

About the same thne riots also took place 
at Manchester and in the neighbourhood, 
of which the general pretence was the high 
price of provisions. On the 46th and 47lh 
of April the people of Manchester were 
alarmed by the appearance of some thoii- 
sands of strangers in their town, the greater 
part of them, however, disappeared on th^ , 
28th ; part of the Local Militia had been 
then called out, and a large military force 
had arrived j which it was supposed had 
overawed those who were disposed to dis- 
turbance. An apprehension, however, 
prevailed, bf a more general rising in May, 
and in the neighbourhood of the town many 
houses were plutKlered. Nocturnal meet- 
ings for the purpose of military exercise 
were frequent ; arms were seized in various 
places by the disaffected; the house of a 
farmer near Manchester was plundered, and 
a labourer coming to his assistance was 
shot. The manner in which the disaf- 
fected have carried on their proceedings is 
represented as demonstrating ah extraordi- 
nary degree of concert, secrecy, and or- 
ganization. « Their signals were well con- 
trived and well established, and any at- 
tempt to detect and lay hold of the offenders 

was generally defeated- The same spirit 

of riot and disturbance appeared at Bolton- 
in-the-Moors. So early as the 6th of April, 
intelligence was given, that at a meeting of 
delegates from seV^eral places it had beea 
resolved, that the manufactory at West 
Haughton, in that neighbourhood, should 
be destroyed, but that at a subsequent 
meeting it had been determined that th* 
destruction ot tnis manufactory should be 
postponed. On the 24th of April, how- 
ever, the desti'uction of this manufactory 
was accomplished. Intelligence having 
been obtained of the uiteuded attack, a 
military force was sent for its proteciic^, 
and the assailams dispersed before the ar- 
rival of the military, who the« rftumed to 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



2M1 



POLITICAL REGISTER.^r*e l4i44^s. 



ln% 



tb^ir quarters; the piotisrs. taking aidi^iiiiag^ 
of theij^ absence, assailed and foi:ced ifie 
xi^ui^actory, set it on fire, and sigitia dis-. 
p^rs^ before the military could be brought 

again to the spot. Symptoms of the 

same spirit app-eared at Newcastje-under-. 
Lyne^ Wigan, Warrington, and. other 
towns ; and the contagion in the mean time 
hi^ spread to Garlislo^ and into Yoikshire* 
■" . ; In Huddersfi^id, , in jthe West Hiding 
<f Yorl^shire, and <iu th^ neighbourhood, 
tW destriipiion of /qlrQ^mg and s^earj^g. 
i]g[^cbin^ and sb^ar^ b^gan e^ly in Febru- 
9fyj /ire-arms werp seiaHcd during the coui:6e 
of March, and a constabW Vf^^ al^ot at in 

S» own house* , In March a great number 
machines b^onging to Mr. Vic^rmaa 
were destroyed, and in April the destruc- 
tion of Bradley Milbr near Huddfsrsfidd, 
wa§ threatened, and afterwards attempted, 
but the milla were protected by a guard, 
which defeated thp attempt. About, the 
same time the machinery of Mr. Rhode's 
mill at Tentwhistle, near Jto Stocl^port, was 
utterly destroyed ; and Mr. Hors&ll, a re- 
spectable merchant and mill- owner, in the 
neighbourhood of Hiidders^eldy was shot 
about six o'clock in the afternoon, m broad 
day-light, on the 28th of April,, returning 
from market, and died on the ioth of the 
Sfime month.— TT-A. reward of ^2000. wj^, 
offered for the discovery of the murderers, 
l^t no discovery has yet been madej though 
it appears that he was shot by four pei^ons^ 
eacb of whom lodged a ball in hi^ body ; 
t|iat when he fell, th.e populace surrounded 
and reviled him, instead of offering assist- 
;^ce, and no attempt was made to secpre 
the assassins, who were se^n to retire to 
sm adjoining wood- Seine time after, a 
young woman ^as atjLacked in the streets of 
Lpeds, apd nearly murdered) her skull 
being Iractured ; and the. supppsed reason 
for this violence was an apprehension tha( 
sdie had been near the spot when Mr. Uors- 
lall was murdered, and might, therefore, 
be able to give evidence wbich might lead 

to tl^ detection of the murderers.^ ^iThe 

town of Leeds had for some time before 
1>een much alarmed by information that at- 
tacks were intended to be^ madjs on places in 
the town and its neighbourhood, which in* 

dilC'CIU itlc -mtt^t«tVfti«o ¥» <)«9xrc ft oironx iDi~ 

litary force, and to appoint a great number 
of respectable habitants of the town spe- 
cial constakleS| by which n^eans the peace 
of the town was in a great degree preserved. 

Early, however, in the morning of the 

24th of JIarch, the mills of Messrs. Thomp- 
sons, at ^awdou, a large village about eignt 



mile} from Leeds, ws|s aits|(M Iwalme^ 
body of armed men, wbo procee^^ ww 
great regularity and caution, first seissing ttj^ 
watchmai;! at the Mill, and placing guam^ 
at every neighbouring cottage, threatenii^ 
death to any wlio should atteinpt tq^ve 
alarm, and! then forcibly entering the.^tl^, 
they completely destroyed the machiner)> 
In the following night, notwithstanding tj^ 
precauiv^ns adopted^ (be buildings. belong^ 
ing to. Messrs. Dickinsons in Leedsi werj^. 
forcilWy .entered, and the wliolei,,^^ tj^^ 
goods ibere, con^ting principally of dof^,^ 
wero/icut to pieces, jklaay other p^ao^s 
in Leedsvwere 4breatened with similar 
trealmeftt, and the mftMeedmflrs at thi$ place, 
are represented to have had n>r their objecl 
the destruction of all descriptions #f Sfodft 
prepared otherwise than by manual lani|i|'«; 
— ^At Leversedge, near Hockmond«ri<4^^ 
vhich is in the neighbourhood vf the OMWPir 
dividing Lancashire and Yorkebire» aa 
attack was made early in the mooaiogji 
the I2th pf A.prii by a body of armed laen^ 
represented to have been between two apd 
three hundred in number, on a vali^ab)| 
mill belongiiig to Mr. Gartwright. . Tbt 
mill was deiended with great courage, bjt 
Mr. Gartwright, the proprietor, with t]|ii 
assistance of th^ee of his men and £ve 
spldiiu^, and the a^^ailants n^r^ atTlen^tl]^ 
compelled to reiirei being unA>\e u> (o^rcf 
an entrance into the mill, and their amnauj 
nition probably failing. Two of ,t^ assajl- 
ant9 ^ere left on the spot idesp^r 
woiifided, and were secured, but 
their wounds. Many others sg^e ^ 
to have been also wounded, and 
lion was afterwards obtained of ^ ^,^^ 
of one of them. When the aA9aii^tift/«^ 
tired, they declared a, determination fP-mi 
Mr. Gartwright's life by any mea|i«%'»« Oi^ 
of 4b^ wounded men nbo was feftfMiiJhp 
spot was only nineteen, years of. a|p, fat^ 
son of a man in a respectable situaiiw^^ 
the neighbpurbood ; but neitb^ this man 
lior ih^ other pris9ner would mafee.ajqr 
confusion respecting, their confedentea^jji 
thiS; outrage. The neigbboirVig M 
tants, who assefpbled about theiniily ^ 
the rioters had retired, onlv ptpresse^ t 
regret that ^t attempt bad failed. ^.A T^ 
«oiic9prse of people attended tbe funcr^ili^ 
the yoMDg man before desjcribe^^ W^4iw* 
of his wounds ; and there was fouind w^ 
ten on the walls in many. p),aee$» ^^Y^eff^ 
geance for the Blood of the Innoq^tl^-r^ 
The threats against Mr. Cart Wright's "iife 
were attempted to be put into executiqQ ojpi 
the i8th of Apfil, when he ;wa3 iwjcc fiifi^ 



Digitized by VjCfOQlC 



&m the ixKidlrogi HuddersfieU to BM^ 
d. About the 990^ time s» |hol vai 
firtd 3t a special Constable 00 dutf a| 
Leeds, and a ball tta^ fired at night into 
the house of Mr. Armltage,- a l^is^trat^ 
m the neighbourhood, and lodged in the 
<$ilffig tXhis bed-room; Col. GampbeO 
^10, who commanded the troops at Leedsi 
^as shot at in the night of Maj 3, upon 
returning to hi^ own hQu^ei PY tw# meu, 
who dtschsirge^ their ii*ew ai hiii y$\thui 
the distance of tW^y yards, and triime- 
diately after a third shot Was fired, direct- 
^* towards the room usuallr occupied Mj 
Cblonet Campbell and his ^n^ily.— ^At 
Hprbury, near WaMMd, valnaMe mills 
werp attacked on the Qih of April by an 
airined body, supposed to consist of 300 
m^ The machiaery ai^i considerable 
fn^rty were destroy^. . The men wTio 
eonitottted the outrage were seen on the 
voad between Wakefield and Horbury, 
Via^ching in r^lar seaions, preceded by 
a motmmd party with drawn swords, and 
followed by the same qumber of mounted 
men as a rear guard. They were supposed 
to have assembled from Huddersfield, 
Duesbury, Hickmoodwicke, Quilderspmet 

liorley, Wakefield, and other places 

In many narts of this District of Country 
the weJiroisposed were so much uadep the 
ififiiuence of tcrtor, that the M^tgiHiatcs 
were unable to ^ive protection by putting 
the Watch and Wasd Act in ei^ecution, 
i|ttd thi^ low^r prdf rs are represented as ge- 
nerally either abettors of ^ participsitors in 
tbf ottiniges commiu^f ^ so jniimidatedf 

t)iai «hef dared not 10 interfere. At 

Sheffield the siorehou^e pf arms of the 
Local klilitit was surprised in the month 
of |lay, a large proportion of the ^rms 
itere broken by the oiob, .and many tgken 
sttoy^t this disturbanee, however, seems 
ii> baive been fplWwed4>y no further conse^ 
qneacea, and the refl^atpder of the arms 

were secured. But .during the months 

of May and Jun^ depnedatioos of different 
lAf^ and particnlarly the leizurefbf arms, 
dMH^ued Co be oightly^committed in other 
]p^ of VMrl^Mre t and it^is represented 
fhat m the ndghbmirhood of If ucidersfield 
m) Bir^ali the «ntis of all the peacfeable 
kifaabiiatits had been swept away byHlnmds 
taf ^nned robber$* ' In consequence of these 
CMfnig^ the Vice-Meutenant of the West 
Wtfmft the ]^ptity*Ueutenants, and Ma- 
gistrates aeaembted at Wakefield on the 
llth of }une^ u)d came to a resolution, 
H That the- nsost alarming consequences 
were to be iq[>pndiendtd ram the pightly 



je|W td «t iy i » whirfi wq» committed by bo* 
jBe? of armed mm»" At the s^ae time 
thb remarkable circumstance vras stated^ 
that amongst one hundred dqNMitions takes 
by the Magistrates of the facts of robberke 
committed, there was only one as to the 

perpetrator of the crhne. ^Puring |hf 

latter part of this period, it is cepresoHed 
that nightly robb^ies of arms, lead d^ 
ammunition, were prevalent in the dislrictr 
bpqnded by the riYet^ M^ ^^ Cald^, and 
ibat the patrols wtOcl^ went aknig botb 
iMmks of the Calder, foimd the people ia 
the ill«a4ected viliara up at ipidnigtey and 
heard the firing of small arms at short 
distanqfs from tbcBy through'' the wholo 
night, to a .very gr^ «!^teat, which they 
imagined proceeded from parties at drill. 
In the corner of Cbeahire, touchii^^ upon 
Yorl^hire and Lancashire, in the neigh* 
bpurhood and to the eastward of Ashton, 
Stockport, and Meultram, nocturnal meet* 
ing9 were more frequent than ever, and 
the seiimre of anns carried on with great 
perseverance. Peculiar dififioilties are 
stated to exist in this quarter from the want 

of Magistrates.^ Your Committee have 

not thought it necessary to detail, or even 
to state all the outrages which have been 
committed in difierent parts of ihe country, 
but have selected from the great mass c^ 
materials before them, such (acts only asP 
appeared to them sufficient to mark the ex* 

tent and nature of those disturbances. 

The causes alleged for these destructive 
proceedings have been generally the want 
of employment for the working manufac^ 
turers, a want, however, which has been 
the least felt in some of the places where 
Mie disorders have been most prevalent, the 
application of machinery to supply the 
place of labour, and the high price of pro^* 
visioKM ; but it is the opinion of persons^ 
both in civil and military stations, well ac« 
quainted with the state of the country, au 
opinion grounded upon various inforroa* 
tions from dififeretit quarters- now before 
your Corotnittee, but which, for obvft)us 
reasons they do not think proper to detail, 
that the views of some of the persons en-* 
gaged in these proceedings have extended 
to revolutionary measures of the ma<it dan. 
getous description. ^Tticir proceedings 



manifest a degree of caution and orgauiza* 
tion which appears to flow from the direc- 
tion of some persons under whose influence 
they act ; but it is the opinion of a persoot 
whose situation gives him great opportuni* 
ties of information, th^t their leaders, al- 
tlwugh they njay possess cotakkraWo to- 
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fltience, are still of the lowest otxiers ; men 
tof desperate fortunes, who have taken ad- 
vantage of the pressure of the ddment, to 
work u[>on the inferior class, through the 
medium of the Associations in the manu- 
facturing parts of the cduntry. The 

general persuasion of the persons engaged 
in these transactions appear, however, to 
be, that all the societies in the country are 
directed in their motions by a secret com- 
Biittee, and that this serrot cocnmittcc is 
therefore fhe great mover of the whole ma- 
chifle ; and it is established by the various 
klfensiation to v^hich the committee has 
before alluded, that societies are formed in 
different parts of the ' country ; that these 
societies arc governed by their respective 
secret committees ; that delegates are con- 
tinually dispatched from one place to an- 
other, for the purpose of concerting their 
Elans ; and that secret signs are arranged, 
y which the persons engaged in these con- 
spiracies are knoWn to each other. The 
form of the oath or engagement adminis- 
tered to those who are inlisted in these so- 
cieties, also refers expressly to the existence 

of such secret committees. The object 

df this oath is to prevent discovery, by de- 
terring through the fear of assassination 
those who take it from impeaching others, 
knd by binding them to assassinate those 
by whom any of the persons engaged may 
be impeached. These oaths appear to have 
been administered to a considerable extent ; 
copies of them have been obtained from 
various quarters, and though slightly dif- 
fering in terms, they are so nearly the 
same, as to prove the systematic nature of 
the concert by which they are administer- 
ed. The oath itself is of so atrocious a 

nature, that your committee have thought 
it right to insert the form, as it appears in 

one of those copies : " I, A. B, of my 

own voluntary will, do declare and so- 
lemnly swear, that I never will reveal to 
any person or persons tmder the canopy of 
Heaven the names of the persons who com- 
pose this secret committee, their proceed- 
ings, meeting, places of abode, dress, fea- 
tures, connexions, or any thing else that 
might lead to a discovery of the same, either 
by word or deed, or sign, under the pe- 
aalty of being sftnt out orthe world by the 
first brother who shall meet me; and my 
name and character blotted out of existence, 
and never to be remembered -but with con- 
tempt and abhorrence ; and I further now 
do swear, that I will use my best endea- 
vours 10 punish by death any traitor or 
traiitors, should any rise up amongst us, 



wherever I can find him or them, ailid 
though he should fly to the verge of nature* 
I will pursue him with increasing veift-v 
geance. So help me God, and bless me tQ 
keep this my oath inviolable." The mi- 
litary organization carried on by pe^^sons 
engaged in these societies has also proceed- 
ed to an alarming length ; they assemble V» 
large numbers, in general Ijy night, upoa 
heaths or commons, which are numerous 
and extensive in-some of the'diatrlcvi iivherer 
the disturbances have been most periods* 
so assembled they take the usu^^ milits^ 
precautions of paroles and countersigns^ 
then muster rolls are called over by num- 
bers not by names ; they are directed by 
leaders sometimes in disguise; they place 
sentries to give alarm at the approadi of 
any persons whom they may suspect of 
meaning to interrupt or give informatioa 
of their proceedings, and they disperse di- 
stantly at the firing of a gun, or oth^ 
signal agreed upon, and so disperse as to 
avoid detection. They have in some in- 
stances used signals by rockets or blue 
lights, by which they communicate intelli- 
gence to their parties. ^They have pro- 
cured a considerable quantity of arms, hj 
the depredations which are daily and night- 
ly continued ; they have plundered manjf* 
places of lead, for the purpose of making 
musket balls, and have made some seizures 

of gunpowder. Their progress in disci7 

pline appears from the representation be- 
fore given of the two attacks upon the mills 
of Rawdon and Henbury ; and the moaey, 
which has been in mahy instances obtained 
by contribution or plunder, answers the 
purpose of support, and may serve as an 
inducement to many persons to> engage ]i;i 
these disturbances. The system of inti- 
midation produced not only by the oaths 
and engagements before mentioned, or by 
threats of violence, but by the attack and 
destruction of houses and factories, by ac- 
tual assassination in some instances, and 
attempts at assassmation in others, .under 
circumstahces which bave hitherto gene- 
rally baffled all endeavours to discover and 
bring to justic^ the offenders, all tend to 
render these proceedings greatly alarming 
to the country. In many parts the quiet in- 
habit Aits consider themselves as enjoying 
protection only as far as the military farc^ 
can extend its exertions, and look upon tbe 
rest of the country where the disturj^oes 
take place as at the mercy of the rioters.—— 
The legal proceedings at Nottingham check- 
ed the disposition to disturbance in tkat 
quarter, but this tfiea did pot extend 1& 
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Qther pvts ofthec^uotry; and though the 

proceedings under the special commissions 
since issued, and the convictions and execu- 
tions afc Lancaster and Chester appeared to 
make a considerable impression, they have 
heen far from restoring peace and security 
to \ht disturbed districts. A great mili- 
tary, force has l>een assembled; the Local 
Militia has been in many places called out, 
and has done good service; the yeomanry 
corps have been acljive and highly useful. 
lAatiY ot the magistrates have zealously ex- 
erted their powers, some, of them at great 
personal hazard, tn many places great 
numbers of special cpnstables have been 
appointed from amongst the more respect- 
anle inhabitants, and the Watch and Ward 
Act has been in some places put in force, 
^ough attempted without effect in others, 
or abandoned from circumstances already 
stated. All these efforts have proved in- 
siifiBcient efifectuaily to put down the spirit 
of disturbance; and it is, therefore, the de- 
cided opinion of your Committee, that some 
further measures should be immediately 
adopted by Parliament, for affording more 
effectual protection to the lives and jproper- 
ties of His Majesty's subjects, and for sup- 
pressing a system of turbulence and disorder 
which has already proved destructive of the 
tranquillity and highly injurious to the pro- 
perly a\\d vr^fare of some of the most po- 
pulous and important districts of the coun- 
try, and which, unless effectually checked, 
may lead to consequences still more exten- 
sive and dangerous. 



OFFICIAL PAPERS. 

AutsicAN STATts.-^Message of President 
Madison to the Congress^ 1st June^ 181^, 
^ nlaiivi to the dispute with England. 

I communicate to Congress certain do- 
cuments, being a contmuation of those 
heretofore laid before ihem,.on the subject 

ofour affairs with Crea( Britain. With- 

oiit going beyond the renewal, in 1803, of 
.the war in which Great Britain is engaged, 
'ajaS omitting unrepaired wrongs of inferior 
ma^itude, the conduct of her Goverpment 
presents a series of acts hostile to the United 
States as an independent and neutral j^atioD. 

* British crulzers have been in the con- 

lUiued practice of violating the American 
fiag on the great highway of Nations, and 
of seizing and carrying off persons sailing 
under it ; not in the exercise of a bellige- 
rent right, founded on the law of nations 
Against an enemy, but of a municipal pre- 



roi^ive oyer £^riti$h subjfBcU« British ju*. 
risdiction is thus extended to neutral vesseb 
in a situation where no laws can pperate 
but the law of nations and the law^ of th^ 
country to which the vessels belong ; and a, 
self redress is assumed, which if British 
subjects wefe wrongfully detained and 
alone concerned, is that substitution of 
force for a resort to the resppn^ible $ove-» 
reign, which fails within the definitipn o^ 
war^ Could the seizure of British sutyects, 
in auch cases, be regarded as wiihia thtt 
exercise of a belligerent right, the acknow-* 
ledged laws of war, which forbid an ^r-t 
tide pf captured property to be adjudged^ 
without a regular investigation before ^ 
competent tribunal, would imperiously de- 
mand the fairest trials where the sacred 
rights of persons vvece ^ issue. In place 
of such trial, these rights are subjected to 

the will of every petty Commander. r 

The practice, hence, is so far from affect- 
ing British subjects alone, that under the 
pretext of searching for these, thousands of 
American citizens, under the * safeguard of 
public laws, and of their National flag» 
have been torn from their country, and 
from every thing dear to them ; have beeci 
dragged on board ships of war of a foreign 
nation, and exposed, under the severities 
of their discipline, to be^ex^ed (p th|s dio^ 
distant and deadly climes, to risk theit 
lives in the battles of their oppressors, and 
to be the melancholy instruments of takiqg 

away those of their own brethren. r 

Against this crying enormity, which Great 
Britain v^ould be so prompt to avenge, if 
committed against herself, the United 
States have in vain exhausted remonstrances 
and expostulations. And that no propf 
might be wanting of their conciliatory dis^ 
positions, and no pretext left for contir 
nuance of the practice, the British, Govenv- 
ment was formally assured of the readiness 
of the United States to enter into arrange- 
ments, such as could not be rejected, if 
the recovery of the British subjects werp 
the real ana the sole object. The conip:ii^ 

nication passed without effect. British 

cruizers have been in the practice also of 
violating the rights and the peace of our 
coasts. They hover over and harass our 
entering and Uepactinn; cofljuuerce. To the 
most insulting pretensions they have added 
lawless proceedings in our very harbours, 
and have wantonly ^ spilt American blopd 
within the sanctuary of our territorial ju- 
risdiction. The principles and rules eq- 
forced . by that nation, when a neutral 
nation, against armed vessels of belligerents 
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ber commei^, tit wdl kiia#ii. When 
calkd on, iiev«lthdess, by thb Uniteil 
States, to punish At grester ofiences com- 
iliitted by her own vessels, her Goveramem 
has bestowed on their commanders addi- 
tional marks of honour and oonfidendb. 

Vkider pretended blodudes, without the 
presence of an adequate force, and some- 
Hknes without the practktbiHty of applying 
«ne, our commeroe hat been p to tt d ered in 
^yery ^^; the great staples of Oar cOomry 
have been cut offfinom their legitimacy tttr- 
hm V and a desttvctive bloW aidttd at our 
ngricoYtural and marfttme Interests. In 
iggravatton tf thele pr<Atdry metttnnes, 
they have been considered ts in force from 
the d«at of their notification; a retrospect 
ttve eflftct being thus added, is has been 
done hi other important rases, to the un- 
lawhtlness of the course pursued. — And to 
tender the outrage the more signal, thesie 
ftrock b|teka<fct have been iticerntied and 
Mbrced in the (ace of official cootrtunita- 
tfbns from the Britisli Coverttttent, de- 
daring, as the true definitioi^ of a legd 



tt^tttally invested, and previous warning 
giten to vessels bound to them not to enter. 

Not Content with these ofratinnt! ex- 

^^leftts for laying waste our neutral trade, 
)he Cabinet of Great Britain resorted, at 
length, to the sweephig systent of block* 
*des, under the name of Orders hi CosncQ, 



tfdal disaihffnuance 6f M ttdM, fbrmall/ 
avc^W^ a determination (o persist in thesf 
against the tfnited States, until the mif- 
ntt 6f h«r enem^ should be laid open t^^ 
British products ; thus asserting an dMigi-^ 
tion on i neutral power to require on^ M<^' 
lig^rent to tacourage, by its interna) i^« 
mioils, the trade of another belligereoty 
contradicting her own practice towmsraft 
nations hi {mice as well as in war; and hi^ 
triiyh^ the insincerity of th<^ pivHtesioci^L 
^hidi hueukated a belttf, that, h'avtnlf 
rcsoritd to her^orders with recret, she Wi( 
anxibiis to find an ooeasion for ptAtidj; all 
end to them.— --Abandoning still more iM 
respect for th!e neutM rights of the IMtxA 
States, and for its own consistency, the 
British Government now demands as ptt^ 
requbites to a repeal of its Orders^ is wef 
relate fo the United States, that a fomfidli^^ 
Should be observed in the repeal of the 
French decrees no wise neeessifry to their 
termhiation, nor exemplified bv BritiA 
usage I and that the (rench repeal, baiidc^ 
idduding that portion of the decrees whi^ 
operates within a territorial jurisdiction aft 



tslockikie, *^ that particular ports must he- -mM, as that Which operate on the high 



which has been moulded and managed is^lbctfiat Attvowal of conditions and pr^ 



Mght best suit its polhical vilews, its com 
KUercta! jealousies, or the avidity of British 
cruixers.-— -To our remonstrances against 
the complicated and tratascender^ hijustice 
df this fnnovatton,' the first reply was that 
ihe orders were reluctanl^y adopted by 
Great Briuin as a necessary retithition on 
'dibcrees of her enemy proclaiming a general 
Mockade of the British Isles, at a time 
wlien the naval force of that eneihy dared 
IMK to issue from his ports. She was re- 
uHnded vnthoUt effect, that her own prior 
ti46dttdei, unsupported by an adequate 
taami force actualry applied and continued, 
were a bar to thb plea; that executed 
edicts against millions of our property could 
not be retafiatioB on edicts confessedly im- 
|)0^ible to be executed ', that retaliation, to 
he just, should f^ll on the party setting the 
gulhy example, not on an innocem party, 
wfiich was not even chargeable with an 

acqui^seeiice in it. When deprived of 

Ms Bimsy veil for a prohibirion of our 
trade with Great Britain, her Cabinet, 
instead of it oorresponding reped of a prac- 



steas agiinsi^e commerce of the United 
States, should h(^b^a single special repeal 
in lelatfon to the United'S«ate{| but should 
bn extended to whatever otlMrlMt^l na- 
debt unconnected with them may W af>^ 

fected by those decrees. ^nd is an ad- 

ditioiial insult, they aire called to &r a 



tensions advanced by the French Govwi* 
ment, for whsch. tho United States are so 
far ttom having beea themtelvet res^on- 
siblci that, in oflkial explanaVioas, sraich 
have beea published to the world, ami fo 
a correspondehce of the America Mioister 
at Lonoon with the British Minister for 
Foreign Affairs, such a responsibility Wte 
explicitly and emphatically disdaUttod. 

ft has become indeed sufficiently ^t* 

tain that the commeroe of the United States 
is to be sacrffijced^* fitft as interfering widi 
belHterent righu of Great Britain, not as 
supplymg the waius of thdr eneiiiiles, wMA 
she hersdf sup|ilies, but as interfering urMi 
the monopoly which she covets for her own 
commerce and naviffatiqn. She carries on 
a wtl" agahist the lawful commeroe of a 
friend, that she may the'better carry oq t 
commerce with an entemy, a comfbeite 
polluted by the forgeries and peijuritt 
which are for the most part the only pass- 
ports by which it can succeed. Anxious 

to make every experiment short of the last 
resort of injured nations, the United Slates 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



*WJ 



AUGUST' lis l«l».*-Q|Ma/ Paperf. 



im 



kave witUidd from GfCat Jteittui^^ under 
successive modifications, tbe benefits of a 
firee intercourse with their market f. tbe lo9s 
oCwbicb CQuki not but outweigh the profits 
apcruiiig.from her restrictions of our com- 
aMPCewith other nations. And to entitle 
cbof^ f |:j>eriment$ to the more favonndnite 
Gopsvdtf ation, thej were so framed as to 
fuaUe her to place her adversary under the 
exdqsive oponuion of them* To these ap- 
Mab h«^ 9ov«RMMat IMS Deen equ^lf m* 
legible, as if wlBing to make sacrifite of 
every sortie rather than yri^yid to 4be claims 
^justice, or renoupoe^the emrs of a^lalse 
pridB. Nay, so far were the attempts ear- 
ned to overcome the lutt^chment otthe Bri- 
iish Cabinet to its unjust edictSi, that It 
rjMJpive^ every eneouragemecitr within tbe 
CMpetency of the executive branch of our 
I^QVGrnmeqL to expiect that a repeal of them 
w^oi lie^ tollowed by s^ war oetween the 
United States and France, unless the French 
fdiM shonld also be repealed. Even this 
communicatiooy althougn silencing for ever 
the ple;^. of a . disposition in the United 
j^utes to ac(|uiesce in those edicle, or^puiaUy 
the sole plea for them, received no attention. 
* i f no other proof existed of a predeter- 
xoination of the British Government against 
a repeal of its Orders, it migbt be fomd jn 
the Q^ie^ciijeQce ,«f.the Minittc^r Ckni- 
potemiary of the United {Hates at -Londkm 
and the British Secretary for Foreiga Af- 
fairs iir 1810,. on the ipiestion whether tbe 
blockade of May 1806 wa»considered as in 
fbi:<?p or as not in fi>rce. Irhad been ascer- 
taii^ ih^jL tjtit French Government, which 
UCgecCthii blockade as the ground of ifs de* 
cfefa^ was .willing, in the event of its re- 
nxyval, t<^ repeal that decree ; which being 
Allowed by alternate repeals of the other 
<lSenaiy^ edicts, might abolish the whole 
•ystem.on both sides. This inviting oppor7 
tunity for accomplishing an object so im- 
por^tant to the United States, and professed 
•o often to be the desire pf both jthe , bellige- 
rents, was made known to ^be British Go- 
vernment. As th^t Government admits 
4h|^ ai^ ^dual application of an . adiMuiate 
Ibrce is neicstary to the lexisltnce of a legal 
Uockade; and it was notorious, that if 
jsuch a force had eftr been aoplied, its long 
diKomtimianp? l^.annuUed. th( blockade 
jn.Question, there <fould.be no sufficient ob- 
jfetkm on the part of Great Britain to a for- 
mal r|9Kication of it s and no imaginable ob- 
jectipn to a declaration of the fact that the 
blockade did not exist. The declaration 
would have been consistent with her. avow- 
ed principles of blockade, and would have 



fOiUed the United States to demand from 
France the pledged repeal of her decrees ; 
either with'success, in which case the way 
woold have been opened for a general re- 
peal of the belligerent edicts ; or without 
success, in which case the United States 
would- have been justified in turning their 
measures exclusively against France. The 
British Government yvotild, however, net* 
ther ftscind the blockade, . nor declare iti 
mm-exitiMiiw, nor permit its oon-existenee 
to be inferred and iiffirmed by the Amerl- 
canJPlenipotentiarv. On the contrary, by 
representing tbe blockade to be coipprer 
bended in .the Orders in Gouncil, the 
United States were compelled so to regard 
it in their subsequent proceedings. — U 
There was a period when a favourable 
change in the policy of the British Cabinet 
was justly considered as established. Hie 
Minister F'lenipotentiary of his Britanqjc 
Ma^ty here proposed an adjustment of the 
dilferences more immediately endangering 
the harmony of the two countries. Ifie 
proposition was accepted with a prompti- 
tude and cordiality corresponding with the 
invariable professions of this Government. 
A foundation appeared to be laid for a sift- 
cere and lasting reconciliation. Theprb- 
spect, however, quickly vanished. The 
whole proc^dii^ was dif^vpwed by thf 
British Goverament, without any explant* 
tipn which could at that time repress the 
belief, that tbe disavowal proceeded from a 
spirit of hostility to tlte commercial rigbt» 
and prosperity <A the United States. And 
it has since come into proof, that at the very 
moment when tbe public Minister was hold- 
ing the language of friendship^ and inspired 
confidence in the sincerity of the negociatibn 
with which he was charged, a secret agent 
of his government was employed in in- 
trigues, having for their object a subvemipn 
of our Government, and a distnemberment 

of our happy ubion. In reviewing the 

conduct of Ureat Britain towards the Unit^ 
States, our attention is necessarily draira 
to the warfare just renewed-by the B9sf99» 
on one of our extensive frontiers ; a warfere 
which is known to spare neither age nor sex, 
and to be distinguished by features peculiady 
shocking to humanity. It is difficult to ac- 
count for the activity and combinatiolis 
which have for some time been developing 
themselves among the tribes in constant ih- 
tercourse with ihi British traders and gar- 
risons, without comiecting their hostility 
with that influence ; and without recollect- 
iiKg the authenticated examples of such in- 
fTo be continued, J 
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In order tbat my ctfantrymed and tliat ihft 
world may not bfc deceived, duped, and cheated 

rD tilis anl^ect^ I, WILLIAM COBBEIT, 
BoUey. it Hampshire, .jpot upon record 
the foUowlDg fiieU ; to wit : That, ou the il4th 
Jnoe, 1809, the C^Qowiog article was pab- 
lisbed in a London news-paper, called Che 

Couuer: ''Tlia Mutiny- •«wM»»^'t*M> l-o- 

^ CAL M1L1TU> wfaid broke oat afrEly, was 
"fortunntelu snppressed oo Wednesday by the 
*^ arrival ot' four sopadrons of tlie GERMAN 
"13GION CAVALRY from Bary, mider the 
^ command of General Auckland. Five of the 
<< rinf leaders were tried by a Court-Martial, and 
'* sentenced to receive 500 lashes eaeh^ part of wliich 
*^ panisliracnt they received on Wednesday, and 
^ a part was remitted. J stoppage for their knap- 
** sacks was the gromid of the complaint that ex- 
^' cited this mutiaoas Spirit, which occasioned 
<< the men to snrrouud their officers, and demand 

' '' what thev deemed tiieir^ arrears. The first 
*^ division of the German Legion halted yesterday 
** at Newmarket ou their return to Bory."-r — 
Tbat,.on the 1st July, 1809, I published, in the 

, Political Register, an article censuring, in the 
strongest terms, these preceedmgii ; that, for so 
doing, the Attorney General prosecuted, as sedi- 
tions libellers, and by £x-Officio InlWmation, 
me, and also my printer, my publisher, and one 
of the principal retailers of the Political Register,^ 
that I was brooffht to trial on the 15th June, 
1810^ and was, by a Special Jury, that is to say, 
by IS men out of 46 appointed by the Master of 
the Crown Office, found guilty; that, on the 
SOth of the sam^ month, I was compelled to give 
bail for my iq^pearance to receive judgment; 
and that, as I came up from Botlcy (to wfaich 
place I had returned to my ^imily and mv farm 
on the evening t>f the 16th), a Tipstaff went 
down from London in order to seize mc, per- 
sonally ', that, on the 9tli of July, 1810, I, to<;e- 
ther with my printer, pubHshen and the news- 
man, were brought into tlie Court of King's 
Bench to receive judgment; that the three 
former were sentenced to be imprisoned for 
some months in the King's Bench prison ; that 1 
was sentenced to be iotprisoned for two years in 
Newgate,. the great receptacle for malefactors, 
and the front m which is the scene of numerous 
bangings in tlie course of every year; that the 
parf of the prison in which I was sentenced to be 
confined is sometimet inhabited by felons, that 
felons were actually in it at the time' I entered 
it ; that one man was takes out of it to be trans- 
ported in about 48 hours after I was put into the 
aame yard with him ; and tliat it is tlie pbce of 
confinement for men guilty of unnatural crimes, 

. #f wboii there are four in it at this time ; that, 

■ beodea this impiifonmeut, I was sentenced to 
ppy a thousand pounds TO THE KING, and to 
give securitv for my good behaviour for seven 
yearsy mysefr in the sum of 3,000 pounds, and 
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two sureties in the sum of 1,000 povnda earfi ; 
that the whole of this sentence has been executed 
upon me, that I have been imprisoned th^ two 
years, fa«ve paid the thousand pounds TO THE 
KING, and haive given tlie bait, Timothy Brown 
and Peter Walker, Esqrs. beif>g my tmvties; 
that tli« Attorney General wasSir Vicvy OiUta| 
tU« Judge who sat at tbc ir««»^iNicu««Wmigb, 
the four Judges who nt at paasi^^gaentence BiM* 
borough, G - *-- . — ..- _^^ . 

the jurors ' 

Road, Jobi , _ 

£Ub of TpUenham Court Road> John Ricliiff<ts 
of Bayawater, Thomas Manfaam of Baker Street^ 
Robert Heathcote of High Street Maryleboae, 
John Mi^nd of York Place Marylebone, 0<i«rge 
Baxter of Church Tenaoe >Pancna, tlMoiai 
Taylor of Red Lion Squaisei David Dea»e «f St.. 



John Street, William Palmer of Upper Street 
Islington, Henry Favre of Pall Mall; th^t |he 
Prime Ministers ddring the time were ^f^i&sttx 
Perceval, until he was shot by John BellinDNaaf^ 
and after that Robert B. Jenkinson* Earl ofl^ 
vcrpool> that the prosecution and sentence took 
place in the reign of Kin^ George the Third, and 
that, he having become msane during my im^ 
soument, the 1,000 pounds was paid to his ado, 
the Prince Regent, in his behalf; tiiat, duHag my 
imprisonment, I wrote and published 364 £^js 
and Letters upon political subjects; thaty daring 
the same time, I was visited by persons from l^f 
cities and towns, many of them as a sort of d^o- 
tics from Societies or'Globs ; tha^ at the expm- 
tion of my imprisonment, on the 9tti of 3o\y, 1Q19, 
a great dinner was given in London for die p«r- 
pose of receiving me, at which dinner upwarda of 
600 persons were present, and at whtcft 'SQr 
Francis Burdett presided ; that dinners and' i 
parties, were held on tlie same occasidn in | 
other places in England; that, on my way bbna^ 
I was received at Alton, the nrst town in Han^ 
shire, with the ringing of the Church bells; llait 
a respectable company met me and gi^ve M^ 
dinner at Winchester; chat I was drawn mp 
more than the di^ance of a mile info Bbtlj^ «f 
the people ; that, upon my arrival in the vd^^ 
I found all the people assembled to recmvt^if ~ 
that I concluded the. day by explaining to 4 
.the cause of my imprisonment, and. ^y mA 
them clear notions respecting the flo||^ng o^ 
Local Militia-taien at Elv, and respecting tha'^ii- 
ployment of German Troops ; and, finaUy, hIiWIi 
■is merethan acoa^^eniiation for mv losses .and t9 
my sufferings, I am in perfect health and strcmjtiiy 
and, though I must, tor thie sake of six ch^^"^ 



feel the diminntion that has beeof mad^ilr'Hfy 
property (thinking it right Ui roe to^ decdiKft Ula 
pSht of a flubscripiion)^! h|ive the con^olatiMltD 
see growing up Uiree somv upon whose' beaH% I 
trusty, all these &cts will be eiigraven. '' 

Wk.COBBETT. 
ISotley, JiOy 2S, 1812. 
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si^mmarV of politics. 

BATTLt trf Salauanca. Battles arc 

characterized by thdr results, and as this 
battle has ended in the capture of 7,000 
prisoners, and those prisoners Frenchmen 
too, it tOMff with truth, be said, that, upon 
this dccasiort, we have gained a victory ; 
a recr/ victory; somethmg for Endisbmen 
to be pTQud of; something to make them 
forget, for a while, at least, the cam(>aigns 
ff Dunkirk and the Ilitder,2i the latter of 
which places the iKike of York agreed to 
^twretider many thousands of Frenchmen 
dicn in Enghftd, as the price of being per- 
mitted to embark his own army. Now, 
however, we have something, at last, on 
fhe other side; we have now a vie. ory to 
sin^. Our numbers in the battle were cer- 
tainly ^ery grcally superior to thos< of the 
enemy, and, even accdrditig to our ovvn ac- 
cotihts, we had, in many respects, the ad- 
vantage over him ; but, we have gained a 
victory; our army has beaten a French 
Mtty^tanlteMMV'^nit'wr ooaMixoiier has 
MMes aTHMdi Itoiluri,' me oftfaose men 
^HbolMhre bid ri i t w t k ^ Mmg n^lkus cDAtteient 

•r%unme. This iieiog liie lasej there 

is; on mis oDC8si<m, justii^ile cause iBTfir- 
nijthe Piii^ and Tower guns. There is a 
fairground for rejoicings. It is not fiow a 
shame to heat people boasting a little. 
Such boasts are excusable, especially after 
the fate of so many expeditions against the 

French.^ The details of the victory will 

be found below in the Gcaelie, which I in- 
sert ; and detaib they are very honourable 
to our army and full of glory to their coun- 
try. They show (if, indeed, that had been 
wanted) that Englishmen still inherit the 
courage, for which their forefathers were 
renowned ; and they show, as Major Cart- 
wrfght!(8ys, that to defend England, English 
irms only are wanted. They show, that 
we stand in need of no foreign aid to pro- 
tect us against the French. — — This, how- 
ever, was not a point doubtful with me be- 
fore« I have always scouted the notion, 
that we have recently become a match lor 
the French, man to man. I have always 
contended, thai our army is not now either 
more brave or more steady than it was 



under our ancient sovereigns; that, in short, 
we owe nothing to Oerman discipline or 
German dress, or to any person^ any t/Ung 
German. —As to the conscqiunces of thia 
victory, they will not, I am very mucl^ 
afraid, be so beneficial to the nation as 
many persons seem to expect. The wise 
way to act wou1<j be to take advantage of it 
for thp purpose of proposing peace^ for 
which the occasion is now extremely fa-» 
vourable, especially if the news from Swedeii 
and Russia be true. If Napoleon be pressed 
hard ; if be be, as it is said he i$, in a pe« 
rilous situation in the North of Europe ; if 
this be really the case, it seems natural to' 
conclude, that this is the moment to pro^ 
pose to treat, seeing that (as we are told). . 
his armies in Spain cannot long hold their 
ground. By a treaty, begun at this mo« 
raent, we might possibly render Spain in* 
depeiident of France, and might also sax'o 
Russia ; but, I am of opmion, that, if we 
pursue the war in the hope of doing mora 
than this; if we pursue the wai: in tliQ 
hope of efiecting what is still called " the 
" deliverance of Europe^** we shall have, 
by and by, to lament our conduct in the 
same*strain that we lament the letter writ- 
ten by Lord Grenville in answer to that of 
Napoleon before the Battle of Marengo. 
It is possible, and I tliink It probable, that 
Napoleon will be victorious in the North. 
r think he will ; but, at any rate, it is pos- 
sible ; and, at the very least, there is no 
chance of the Czar's refusing to make 
peace with him upon terras tolerably gooi 
for France. The Czar may love us very 
dearly ; he may be as constant as a dove ; 
but, there is Uo man will make me believe^ 
that the Czar would not make i>eace with" 
Napoleon, if he could thereby secure his 
dominions from that terrible revolution (I 
mean terrible to the CzarJ which seems to 
have been actually begun in the RiissiaT^ 
States. Peace made withRuwia, Napo- 
leon would not be long in retrieving affaira 
in Spain, even if his armies had evactute4 
the country; and, therefore, I say, now h 
the time to propose terms of peace. It ts« 
indeed, possible^ that Napoleon may be de«> 
feated in the North ; and, in that case, a 
treaty for peace would come better after** 
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yraitfs ', but^ the risk is too great to run ; 
and, therefore, I am for proposing terms of 
peace toow,-^ — There are, I know, persons 
in this country who never wish to see any 
peace with Napoleon; and who would ra- 
ther see the people of England die from 
misery than see him formally acknowledged 
as an Emperor and King. I trust, how- 
even that this malignant and foolish way of 
thinking will hot prevail ; for, if it ddeis, 

woe be unto this tiation. When men 

talk of the ** deliverance of Europe^'* they 
4o not, one would suppose, know what 
fhey mean. They would begin, I dare 
sky, by the deliverance of France; and j 
what folly must fill the mind of that man, 
who supposes, that the people of France 
would exchange their present, fol* their 
former, govemmem ! What folly, what 
profound ignorance, must possess the man 
who imagines, that the people of France 
sigh for an opportunity of returning to their 
former state-; and, that is the state (I beg 
the reader to observe) to which the dell- 
verers of Europe wisli to restore them. 
—-The people of Prance are not so stupid 

. ms to be ignorant of the motives of these 
Deliverers; the people of France remem- 
ber, that, before their revolution, when 
they^lived under the house of Bourbon, it 
was the fashion with English writers, Eng- 
^ ISsh painters, English Statesmen and Legis- 
iators, to treat them as slaves, as acknow- 
ledged slaves ; that we used to exhibit them 
as poor fribbles, as meagre, half-starved, 
"»gg^d> bare-boned wretches ; that we used 
to hold them up to the world as frog- 
eaters, as lappers of soup meagre ; that we 
used tobecontinuafiyrompariug their ab- 
ject subjection to their priests with our free- 
dom in religious matters; that we used to 
represent their ecclesiastics as eating up the 
produce of the land, while the people eat 
little more than the reptiles ; that we used 
to reproach them as the basest of slaves, 

. because they submitted to Lettres de Cachel 
and to the horrid trruehies of the Bastile. 
—All this the people of France remem- 
ber; and, they remember, too, that the 
moment they promulgated their resolution 
na longer ta submit to these indignities ; 
the moment they proclaimed to the world 
their resolution no longer to be robbed oP 
the fruit of their labour, and to feed upon 
frogs and soup meagre, while their masters 
fed upon the meat, and bread, and butter, 
and all the fat of the land ; the moment 
they- proclaimed their resolution not to be 
any lonj^r exposed to arbitrary imprison* 
ment ; the moment, in short, they declared 



their resolution to enjoy, and to enable 
their ichildren td enjoy, the rights of tnaii; 
the moment they did /this, that very mo- 
ment did those in diis couairy, who bad 
formerly taken siv:h pains ta paint their 
misery' and slavery, begin ioitll us, that 
the French were very well off, and that 
they were fools oi' knavtbs, if not both 
at once, to attempt to make a revoiteiimi^ 
which.these persons noW'reprewnted to as 
as a most horrible thing, though heretoftre 
they had been teaching us to boast of and 
to commemorate the revoluiiok in EnghM. 
-— ^All this tHS people of ('jraneet^aoeB- 
her ; and, though 1 have been here speal- 
ing of the acts of our deceivers^ the people 
of France can make no distmction ; aiKl tnejr 
do remember, they will remember, tbef 
must remember, that, before their revoh- 
tipn,^ this nation reproached them as being 
slaves, and that they had scarcely declar^ 
that thiey wuuld no longer be slaves, when 
this nation jomed in a war agauist them 
along with those sov^reisns whose armies 
were headed by the Dtike of Brunswidu 

These things the people of France ioL 

never forget. They must bear them in 
mind, bl!cause they are so notorious, and 
are in their very nature of so much impoit- 

ance. Now, then, eitlier what our 

Clergy and Folitidans, that is to say, the 
Church and, the Sute; either w^ they 
taught uk to believe aHout thVT(km^vdi- 
sery and slavery^of the French peopde was 
true or it was not. If the latter, let them 
account for their conduct; if the former, 
what is to be said of those who replace, the 
French people in their former situation! 
Either the speeches of our members of par- 
liament ; the writings df our poets, ear 
historians, bur moralists, and our divines; 
the works of our painters and statuaries; 
either all these are false ; either they are 
all full of lies and calumny against die 
French nation and the nld French govern- 
ment, or, the French were a most mises- 
able and degraded people, and their go- 
vernment an execranle tyranny. Let die 
" Deliverers" choose, therefore; let them 
acknowledge, that the people of France ibdA 
the old French government wei^ calumni- 
ated for the purpose of cheating the peo{»le 
of England into i belief that they wat 
better off than their neighbouh, and also 
for the purpose of making ttiem despised 
French, and be the more /-eady to ^ter 
into wars against them ; let the " Deliver- 
" ers" acknowledge this, or, let them, find 
out a justification for the war which Eng- 
land waged against the French revolution. 
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V . A t anj rat^, 4|ie f' Deliyerert" may 
Ik well assuredi that ail this is well under- 
mlood in France; and, that, therefore, in 
order to begin the work of delivery, the 
fiwioer opinious an^ assertions of English 
writers and orators must be satislactorily 

^plained. But, it h said, that there is 

a Medium : though the people of France If* 
Mcl so well off as they were under Iheir old 
^cvernmenif there is no necessity for carry- 

Mjog tbem biwk to their fornUr siaie. 1 

know that assertions like these are made, 
vSMid, aa it is possible, that they may have 
piadhictd an improision where such an. im- 
jpression mi^r Jead to mischievous oonse- 
^uepca, I will avail myself of thisoppor- 
ttmity, which is a very suitable one,' for 
examining, these propositions, and for in- 
quiring into the proDability of prevailing 
upon 5it people of Prance (o be '* dtRver* 

^* edf' from their present state* The 

first proposition isj then, thai the people of 
France are now worse off than they were 
under their old gayernment, — ^Inis is a 

S reposition so void of truth ; it is such a 
agraat, such an impudent, falsehood, that 
one, at first sight, is astonished to hear it 
advanced ; but, when one considers the nu- 
merous pens that are employed in England, 
constantly employed in the work of pro- 
vudgkt'mg notions disadvantageous to all 
'Clvmyu in government; when one consi- 
dmilhe. means ibai^ ate made use of to ei^ 
courage,, support, and circulate the produc- 
tions of these pnostituted pens, one's won- 
dfic at the dkct is^changea into iudignatiou 

at the cause. The deceiving of the peo- 

.ple of England does not, however, alter the 
feal state of the case ; and we will now see 
bow that stands. We will t^ke a few in- 
stances of those blessings f to the enjoyment 
of which the '* Deliverers'' would willingly 
restore the people of France; and, when 
.we have so done, we shall the better be 
able to judg^ of the likelihood of the people 
of, France wishing to be delivered. We 
will not talk ab<Nit poliUcqt rights and pri- 
vileges, but will confine ourselves to things 
touching the puru and the persons of the 
people; and see what degree of security 
either enjoyed under the old government of 
Frapc^— — In treating of the blessings qf 
the old government of France, any man 
must be at a loss where to begin. Those 
blessings were so numerous as well as so 
great, and there were 90 many of them that 
jieemcd to vie with each other in magni- 
tude, that, really, the list presents a great 
diffailty as to giving a preferen(;e ; how- 
■ ever, 1 will b^ with that prime blessing. 



the Letlres de Cachet^ which, in English, 
means literally, letters under seal^ but 
which wfere, in fact, orders secretly issued 
^y l^ government for the seizing of any 
persons^ and sending them to a solitary pri* 
Sony there to be keptjiuririg pleasure. There 
was no warrant, no magistrate, no oath, no 
confronting with the accuser ; but any man^ 
at any moment^ might be seized and im« ' 
miu-cd for life ; might be dragged from the 
bosom of his family, and thrown into a 
dungeon to die raving mad, or to pine out a, 
miserable existence. And, ther? were 
timqi when these ' horrible letlres de cachet 
were to be purchased of the government, 
with blanks lor the names pf the persons to 
be imprisoned, to be filled up at the plea^ 
sure of the purchaser, who thu^, by merjc 
dint of money, became the master of the 
liberty and life of any one whom he wished 
to ruin. Here was a blessing ! A bless- 
ing which the French do not now enjoy, 
but which they would have enjoyed to this 
(i\kYy if their revolution had not taken 
place, or, if a counter-revolution had taken 

place. But, say the " Deliverers^'* 

Napoleon's government makes use of lettres 
de cachet; or, at least, of something equally 
arbitrary. The "Deliverers" do not deal 
in proofs. They do not attempt to produce 
proof of any thing they assert, and, there- 
fore, we might suffer tbeir assertion in ihis 
respect to pass for what it. is, in itsj^f^ 
worth. But, I take upon me to deny it. 
I say it b false ; and I say that no person 
can be sent to prison in France, without aa 
oath made against him before sworn magis- 
trates, and without proof of guilt sufficient 
to satisfy the mind of^ at least Jive magis^ 
traies. And I say, that, beyond the space 
of thtee months^ no man can be kept impri- 
soned without a trial; and that no man 
can be imprisoned, for any cause, without 
being brought to trial within the space of 

three montbs. If I am asked how I 

know this, my answer is, that I know it ia 
the same way that I know our own laws. I 
know it by reading the laws of France; I 
know it by reading the Criminal Code of 
Napoleon, which baa been promulgated 
through all France and all Europe. This 
is the way I l^ow it; and, knowing it, I 
am not easily to be persuaded, that the peo- 
ple of France feel very eager to be delivered 
from this Code, in order to be restored to 
that of tiie blessings of lettres de cachet and 
the Bastile. — r-Thc next blessing that I 
shall mention was the Gabelle^ or tax upon 
salt. All . the taxes were oppri^sive in 
their mode of collecUon ; and the insolence 
H2 
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add (franny of the tax-officers Were into- 
lerable; but the Gabelle was the most fa- 
mous tax. In the first place, every family 
was compelled to buy a certain quantity of 
salt per head, in the course of the year, 
whether they wanted it or not, under the 
pain of various fines according to the nature 
of the case« Salt being made very dear by 
tfie tax, and being almost a necessary of 
life, became, of course, an object of spQug- 
gling. For this ofifet^e various penalties 
were inflicted, all of them horribly severe, 
lii many cases dealh; in some six years 
hard labour in the galleys or hulks. JVo- 
men and Children were punished in a cruel 
manner. Women, married and single, for 
the first oSetice, a fine of 100 liv. Second, 
500 liv. Third, Jiogged and banished the 
I^ingdom for life. Husbands responsible 
for their wives both in fine and body. 
Children the same as women. Fathers 
and mothers responsible^ and for defect of 
payment, flogged. It is calculated by 
Mons. le Baron de Cormere in the 5d vol. 
of his Researches, page 187, that there 
were annually taken up and sent to prison 
or the galleys, on account of the Cabelle^ 
^,340 men, 896 women, 201 children. 

Total 3,437. This blessing no longer 

exists in France. There is no law of Ga- 
belle under Napoleon. I will leave the 
reader to judge, whether the people of 
France can be extremely desirous of being 

delivered Yrom the want 6/ a Gabelle, 

The government not only -took from the 
mass of the people every penny that 
went beyond the, means of barely support- 
ing themselves, but, it was as partial as 
- it was greedy; for, from the most bur- 
densome of the tax^s all the J^obility 
and the Clergy Vtttt exempted, while 
the common people were pressed down 
to the earth by the hand of the tax- 
gatherers, who were sent into the different 
provinces armed with such dreadful pow- 
ers, that no man's property, or even life, 
was safe, if he had the misfortune to offend 
them or any one having influence with 
them. They could exempt,' change, add, 
or diminish at their pleasure. The detail 
of the oppressions committed by these of- 
ficers makes one shudder as .one reads, and 
makes it impossible to restrain one's indig- 
nation against those who have the impu- 
dence, the unfeeling eHrdntery, to talk of 
delivering a people from llie want of such 
execrable tyranny; for, in the taxes of 
Napoleon, there are no excebtions ; all 
property of all persons pays alike towards 
the expenses of the government.^ ^An- 



other blessing of the old government wa* 
the Corvees^ or the labour of keeping the 
public roads in repair. This was a most 
cruel oppression on the common people, 
who were compelled to make and keep in 
repair most grand and beautiful roads with- 
out any payment for their labour, white 
the Nobility and Clergy, who used the 
roads and owned the lands, contributed 

not a farthing. Under Napoleon there 

are no Corvees ; he supports the roads out 
of the taxes raised upon the whole of the 
people. And does the reader. belteve> that 
the people of France are over anxious t» 
have the Corvees restored ?, Does he be-, 
lieve, that the people of France sigh to be 

delivered from the want of Corvees ? 

The next blessing that I shall mention was 
that of the dixmesy or, in English, the 
Tithes, These amounted to about 8 or 
9)000,000 of pounds sterling aimually, in 
a country where provisions and all the ne- 
cessaries of life were low in nominal value 
compared to what they were in England. 
These Tithes maintained about 3 or 
400,000 bishops. Abbots, Priors, Priests; 
Monks, Friars, Nuns ; the far greater part 
of whom, being the sons and daughters of 
the nobility, lived only for the purpose of 
devouring the produce of the people's la- 
bour. This blessing no longer exisfs. 

THERE AJIE NO TITHES 1^ 
FRANCE. Those who wish lo huVe a 
priest, pay the said priest, and the Bishops 
have a moderate salary Jfrom the.govero- 
ment. Every one is free to follow that 
mode of worship that he likes best. There 
are no religious tests ip France. The Code 
Napoleon knows nothing at all of religieus 
distinctions. All Frenchmen have the 
same rights, immunities and privileges. 

Does the reader believe, then, thit 

the people of France wish to be restored to 
the enjoyment of paying tithes? Does lie 
believe, that they wish to be delmrd 
from laws which leave every man to doH 
he likes as to matters of religion? Does 
the reader imagine, that the French farmer 
longs for the time lo return when he shall 
again be called upon to give a tenth of his 
crops to the fat monks of some neighbour- 
ing convent ? Yet, this is what the reader 
must believe before he can believe, that 
the people of France wish to be delivered 
from the sway of Napoleon and to be re- 
stored to that of the House of Bourboa. 
^The Game Laws was another bless- 
ing, to which, I suppose, the "Delivereri*' 
would fain restore .ihie people of France. 
When we speak of Come, under the old 
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goverameat of Francei we must figure to 
ourselves whole droves of wild boars^ aud 
Aereb of deer^ not- confined by any wall or 
paling, but swabling at will over the 
whole coiwuy, to the destruction of thj9 
crops in ibe fields and j^ardens. To touch 
any of these, or any other sort of game, was, 
to Uie ofieuder, a punishment UttU short of 
death' To such an extent was the tyranny 
of the governiaent carried in this respect, 
tkat, in certain districts, qdled O^Uaini- 
rUs^ ibe farmer, though he might be the 
owner of the land, did not dare to weed or 
hoe bia com, nor to cut his upland hay or 
his stubble before obtaining permission, 
lest he should thereby disturb the par- 
tridges' nests. He did not dare steep his 
seed kftt it should injure the game ; nor did 
lie dare to manure his laud with night soil, 
lest the flavour of the birds should be in- 
jured by theif feeding on the com pro* 

duced by sudi manure. What will the 

*' Deliverers" say to the people of France, 
wbea they propose to them deliverance 
^oiB the laws which have abolished such 
iofoknt tyranny as jihis? The Jacobins 
abpiisbed all theGvne laws, and made the 
game the property of whomsoever occupied 
tlH» land. They made any man liable to a 
&Q^ [qr tresDass if be went on aOother 
1990's fr0uad, without his leave, to seek 
for, or to pursue, game ^ but, they abo*- 
iished all the exclusive pights of killing or 
of eating game; and, as they left the law 
so Napoleon found it, and so he has wisely 

kept it. ^Now, I ask the reader, who- 

tber be believes it to be pos«ible» that the 
people of France should wish to be delivtrgd 
fvmn the game laws, as they now stand 
uiKkr Napoleon« 1 ask him whether he 
can possibly suppose, tha the people of 
France hatve any desire to be restored to 
their former blessed state with respect to 
wild boars, deer, and other game. Thou- 
samd^ of the people of France were annually 
4ragged to the galleys for offences against 
ibCBC execrable game laws. And does the 
rptudtr believe, that tliey wish to be re- 
9t^nd to the blessing of being sent to the 
gidioys for scarcely looking into a par- 
tridge's oest ? Great, however, as were 

the blessingf which the peqple of France 
derived immediately from the govei*nmient, 
tbty were, if possible, exceed^ by those, 
wbicb flowed to them 'from their feudal 
lords, who, living amongst them, in the 
several parishes, or vtllages, ground ihem 
to the very earth. Tkroe lords, besides 
nnfiHMwis exactions, such as compelibg 
the pct^ te gfiad their com at the lord's 



mill, bake their bread at his oven, press 
their grapes at his wine-press, and pay ^ 
tax in all cases for so doing ; besides end-r 
less diUi^s and ^fines which they imposed 
upon th^ people; besides these griev-t 
an^es, which the people experienced fi^ 
the hands of the feudal lords, the lattes 
held courts 0/ justice in their several 
manors. In these coi;rt3 litigation, for t|ie 
sake of lucre to. the lord, was endless, every; 
species of chicanery was favoured, the par-t 
ties were frequently miped not only bjR 
enormous expenses but by loss pf timjp. I9, 
short, one is at a loss to say, tmder which 
the people suflered most, tiie royal, oi; the 
clerical, or the feudal, tyranny ; but, thi^ 
one may easily believe, that, all put t<H 
gether apiotmtcd to a state of suffering which 
no human being ought to endure, and which 
no humao being will endure a moment 
longer than the sword of power is held t0 

his throat. The Jacobins ; aye, reader^ 

the abused Jacobins; the abused, the ca-r 
lumniated, Jacobins ; they swf pt away, thejt 
tot^ up by the roots, aod scattered in the 
winds, this feudal tyranny in France. Na^ 
poleoo found it abolished by law ; and that 
law he has carefully preserved and maiur 
tained. There is now no feudal tyraoof 
in France. There are even no feudal ri^^ 
or tenures. There are no jE/ifS, no heriots^ * 
no exactions of the sort* The holders oe 
occupiers of real property know now of no 
superior authority but the governments 
Ail real property is/rerWdand lithe fne^ 
— *— And is it from a state like this that it 
is proposed to d^lirer the land-owner ^tid 
the land-occupier? Does the reader ber 
lieve, that such persons will be. very eager 
to be delivered back into the hands of the , 
lords of manorfli and their courts of justice? 
Does the reader believe, that the people of 
France are such decided beasts as to preGsr 
their former to their . present state P-'-rr 
Mr. Arthur Young (from who^ Travdf 
principally 1 have taken my facts) inspeakr 
iiig of the outcry that wasi raised, against 
the country people in France on account of 
their violences at the oqtset of the French 
Revolution, has the following passage; 
*^ It is impossible to justify ihe excesses of 
the people on their taking up arms ; they 
were certainly gv^ilty of cruellies ; it is idle 
to deny the fact^, for they have been . 
proved too clearly to admit of a doubt. 
But is it really the people to whom wf axe 
to impute the whole? Or to their op^ 
pressors, who had, kept them so loog in a 
state of bondage ? He who choo>es to be 
served by slaves, and by ill-treated slaves. 
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must know that he bolcU both hU property 
and life by t tenure far difiereot from those 
who prefer the service of weU*treated frec- 
flien ; and he who dines to the anisic of 
groaning sufifer^rs, must not, in the ukh 
ftent of insurrectioay compiaia that his 
daughters are ravished and then destroyed, 
and that his sons' throats are cut. When 
tfuch evils happen, they surely are more 
imputable to the tyranny of the master, 
than to the cruelty of the servant. The 
Analogy holds with the French peasants : 
The murdef 6f a seigneur, or a chateau in 
0ames, is recorded in evtry news-paper; 
die rank of the person who sufiers attracts 
notice ; but where do we find the tegister 
of that seigneur's c^pressious of his pea* 
8dntry,'and his exactions of feudal services, 
jfrom those whose children were dying 
mtNjnd them for want of bread ? Where 
do we find the minutes that assigned these 
atarving wretches to some vile petty^fogger, 
to be fleeced by impositions and a mockery 
ef justice, in the seigneural courts ? Who 
gives us the awards of the intendant and 
Ills sub-dele|ues, which took off the taxes 
df a man of fashion, and laid them with , 
nocuHiulated weight, on the poor, who 
'Were so unfortunate as to be his neigh- 
Itours ? Whb has -dwelt sufificiently upon 
^Kphinitog tfti ths ramifieationt of despo* 
lism, regal, aristocratical, and ecdesiutictl, 
pervading the whole mass of the people ; 
reaching, like a circiulattng fluid, the most 
distant capillary tubes of poverty and 
wi^tchedness?" — -This is a picture drawn 
liy the hand of a master ; and, let it be ob- 
served, too, that the man, who drew it, 
had spent three summers, not only in tra- 
yelling over, but in making an aeommmcal 
sunf^ of, the kingdom of France. He had 
minutely examined' into every thing relating 
to the government and to the state of the 
people. The army, the navy, the church, 
the taxes, finances, arts, manufactures, 
commerce, agricuhure, soil, climate, amuse- 
xncntSf manners ; nothing had escaped him ; 
and the result was, this description. Does 
the reader believe, then, that the people of 
France with to be risUred to the blesse^, 
Vtate here described? Does he bcliev^, 
that the people of France are ready to bless 
the hour when our good, kind (Ulivsrers 

-will Set about their promised work ? 

The cfeduHty of the people of England is 
vtry great, no be sure, but one would ima- 
gine that it was not sufficient to make them 
swallow the assertion, that the people of 
France are worse off under the government 
of Napoleon than they were under that of 



the Bourbons.« — ^But, ml^t not the g«>- 
vemment of Napoleon be ^tojtd vnihotM 
resUring the oU govtrrmUfUf GerUinly 
it mightk It is certainlF psssibU^ thoi^ 
not probable; but, if the government of 
Napoleon be destroyed, it wiU give way ta 
the restoration, not of the Bourbons, but of 
the Ji^public; and that would, I suppose, 
by no means suit the purpose of the '< deti^ 
•* virers," The truth is, that France is a re- 
pMie^ except merely in name. There a^re 
ns Mobili^ and mo CUrgy any more thati 
there are inr the United States of Aftierica ; 
that^ to say, the persons having titles and 
filling religious offices, have na privUeg^ 
distinct from those of the people. Tb^ 
have no tstaUs either. They have no hold 
upon the soil ; and, of course, have no real 
power, or influence. The revolutiou has 
made a new distribution of property. It 
has distributed the great estates amongst 
numerous small proprietors. It hai created, 
toUdltf crealedy a middle class in society; 
and, though one man has the executive go* 
vemment in his hands, the sodett^ is em0ls 
iUUijf npublican^ and all its manners arCf 
and will be, those of a republic. To '^dir* 
^' livir" France would, i^ fact, be to dtBiHr 
this society of its property. It is, there* 
fore, an absurdity to talk of it ; and, unless 
France be ** delivered," it is quite in rain 
to attempt the ^' deliverftnoe" of ^flm reat of 

the continent. Having given my reasons 

lor believing, that the ^^ ddiverance of £u* 
<* rope" is a project that must have been 
engendered in the -head of a madman, I 
now return to my former subject, and b^ 
those who have the powers of nccociatioa 
in their hands, to reflect well before they 
throw away this most favourable occasion of 
ofiering terms ^ peace. . If we are to get 
no nearer to the eitd of the war by this vic- 
tory, what is the use of the victory? If, ai 
it is asserted to be, this be the gieatesi vic- 
tory we ever gained, what a prospea have 
we, if it be to yield us no chance of peace? 
— — There is, too, auother reason for oftr- 
ing terms of peace at this time. SufCha 
step might, at once, makie America decide 
for. peace, if she be hesitating at the tkne 
when the news of such a proposition shall 
reach her shored; She wiH rather be dii* 
posed for war in consequence of our sncotss 
in Spain ; because, as I have before observ- 
ed, she will not su&r us to be masters of 
Spanish America, if she can possibly arad 
it. She will view our success in Spain with 
great apprehensions. She vnll see very 
clearly, that if we expel the French froB 
Spain, we shall, m realicyi be the fa^MMn 
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of chat countiy, ^nd shall dispose of all its 
lUeaAs at oupwiH. • I aili|^ therefore, oTopi- 
niony that, as nqthihg coaM more dispose 
America to coc|Hniie the war than the suc- 
cesses of Talavera, so it would be good po- 
licy to make those successes the grounds of 
floating, or of ofiering to treat, for peaee» 
If America see us treating, or offering to 
ti*eat, With France, the former will the 
more readily listen to terms of peace ; and 
tbua may tUs victory be the means of put- 
ting a stop to t&e bloodshed and misery of 
tbisiong antl'lefttlblrvi-at^^hegun, on our 
jKirt, ^ a voiredlj^ for Ihe^ island of Maka, but 
which has changed the ftce of the whole 

ctvUleed worM. If the vklorr is to 

iMive this effMt, it will boa gveat bleating 
to the country ; but^ if h only. strveUHirge 
our government on In a continuation of the 
war, with a view of finally oversetting Na*- 
poleoo, I am convinced ic will ptove to have 
oeen one of the greatest misiortunea that 
could possibly have befalls us» 

WM.COBBETr 

Motley ^ llM AuffKl^ 1812. 



OFFICIAL PAPERS. 
Battli w Salamanca^. 

Wart>€pwrimtnlk^* DownbigrStruty ^ 

Juffia 16^ 1812. 

Loitl Glintont Aid-d<-€aap to the Earl 
of Wellington, arrived thb morning at the 
War Depart|9Mnt with Dbpatches address- 
ed by his Lordship to Earl Bathimt, dated 
tbtiUU 24th, and 28th ultimoi of which 
the following are extracts : 



CabrerUos, near SalanumtUj }ul,^ Sis/, 
1812» , 

In the course of the 15th and iCth, the 
enemy moved all tfaek troops to the right 
of thehr position on the Douto, and their 
army was concentrated between Toroand 

San Roman* A considerable body pass- 

ed the Douio at Toro on the evening m the 
K^di) and I moved th^ allied army to their 
left on that night, with an intention to* 

concentrate on Ae Guartna. -It Mras to-' 

tally out ot my power to prevent the enemy 
from passing the IXmro at any point at 
which he might think it expedient, as he 
had in hb possession ail the bridges over 
that river, and many of the fords.; but he 
secrossed that ivns at Toro, in the night 
• of the 16tb» moved hb whole army to 
TordesiUaS) whcr^ he agua ensued the 



Douro on the mommg of the ITlh; an<^ 
asseofblcd his army on that day at La Nava 
del Rey, having marched not less than ten 
leagues in the course of the 17th.-7-^The- 
4th and light divbions of inbntiy, and; 
Major-Gtaeral Anson's brigacleiof cavalry^ 
had marched to Gastrejon on the nicht of 
the 16th, with a view to the assembly of 
the army on the Guarena, and were at. 
Gastrejon under the orders of Lieutenant- 
Gcneral SirStapleton Gotton, on the 17th^. 
not having been ordered to proceed fur« 
^her, ineonsequence of my knowledge that- 
the enemy had not passed the Douro a«- 
Toro; and there was not time to call them" 
in between'the hour at whidi I received' 
the tntelHgence of the whde of the enemy's 
army being at La Nava, and daylight oF 
the morning of the 1 8th. 1 therefore took * 
measures to provide for their retreat and- 
junctito, by moving the 5th division to-^ 
TovdesiUas die la Orden, and Major-Gene-- 
ralLe Marchant^s, Major*Genaral Ahen's, . 
and Major-General Book's brigades of ca* 

valry to AkM^. The enemy attacked' 

the troops at Gastrejon, at the dawn of day^ 
of the 18th, and Sir Stapleton Gottoa 
mainlined the post^ without sufifering any^ 
loss, till the cavalry had joined him. Nearly 
about the same time the enemy turned hy 
Alaejos the left iairic of our position ,ar 
Gastrejon.**— -The troops . retired .i».,ad-^ 
mirable order to TordesHlas de la Orden, 
having the enetny^s whole army on their 
flank or in their rear; and thnice to the 
Gnarena:, which river they passed under 
(he same circumstatices, and eObcted their 

Junction *with the army. The Guarena^ 

which runs into the Douro, is formed by^ 
four streams, which- imite about a league 
betow Gahizal,' and the enemy took a 
sh'ctog peaition on the heights on the right 
of thAt river, and i pliicM tbe 5th, 4th, 
and light divbions, on theepik»8ite heights, 
atHlhaid directed the remainder of the army 
to cross the Upper Gttarena at VaHesa, in^. 
cooseqnebce of the appearance of the ene- 
my's intention • to turn our right*' 
Shortly after his arrival, liowever^ the 
enemy crossed the Guarena -tii Gaiteillo,' 
below the jtmdiea of the streteil, and ma*- 
niietled an intention to press upon oorJeft^ 
and to enter the valley of Ganial. • Ma* 
jor^General Alien's brigade of cavalry,^ 
supported by ihe 8d dragoons, were akiNKly^ 
eni^ged with the enemy'! cavalry, and' 
bad taken, among other prisoners, the- 
Frcnoh General Garrier ; and I desired the' 
Honourable Ueatenant-Ceaeral Gole to^- 
attack^ wUb Mitfar-Gcsieral WiUi»t An^ 
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son's and Brigadier-<Zeneral Harvey's bri 
gades of ififaiitry ftbe latter uuder the com-. 
inand of Cotanei Stubbs), the enemy's 
infantry which were supporting llieir ca- 
valry. H£ immediately attacked and de- 
featod them with the 27th and 4()th regi* 
ments^ which advanced to the charge with 
faayotiets. Colonel Stubbs' Portuguese bri- 
gade suppoiiing, and the enemy gave way ; 
many were killed and wounded; and Ma- 
jor-General Allen's brigade of cavijry 
having pursued ihe fugitives, two hundred 

and forty pri* oners were taken. In these 

aSairs Lieutenant-General the Hon. G« L. 
Cole, Major-General V. Alien, Major- 
General William Anson, Lieutenant- Co > 
Ipiiel Arentschildt of the 1st hussarSf and 
Hervey, of the l4th light dragoons, Lieu- 
tenant* Colonel Maclean, of the 27th, and 
• M^jor Archdall of the 4Qth, Lieutenant- 
Colonel Anderson, commandingrthe Uth, 
and Major de Azeredo, comaanding the 
23d Portuguese regiment, distinguished 

themselves. Tl^c enemy did not make 

any further attempt on our left ; but having 
reinforced their troops on that side, and 
withdrawn those which hi^d moved to their 
lefti I brought back ours from Valleia* 
f ■■ On the 19th in the afiernooa the ener 
my withdrew all the , troops from their 
right) and marched to their left by Tarra- 
gona, appareiuly with an intention of turn- 
ing our right. I crossed tJie Upper Gua* 
rena at Vallesa and £1 Olmo with the 
whole of the allied army in the coMrae of 
that evening and night ; and every prepa 
ration was made for the action, which was 
expected on the plain of Vallesa on j^fae 

lupniing of the 20th. But shortly after 

day-light the enemy macje ai)«ther move- 
ispent in several columns to. his left ; along 
the i^ights of the Guarena, which river he 
crossed belovv Canta )a Piedca, and en- 
camped last night at Babilafu^tt and Vil- 
iamela ^ and the allied army made a cor- 
respondent movement to its right by Can- 
ialpino, and encamped last night at Cabesa 
Yeliosa^ the 6 th division, and Ms^r-.Ge- 
ueral Alten's brigade of cavalry beting up<9 
the Tormes at Aldea L«ngu»»— *— Dur-iug 
tltese iiiov^a>ents tiiere have been oceasionai 
<;amionadeS| but withoiit loss on our side. 
•-—I \s^\t thb moromg moved the loft of 
tlvs army to (he Torines, where tbe whole 
siije now concentrated s aod 1 observe tbat 
^ enemy have aUo moveid towards the 

ttjDc river* near Hoerta. rThe enemy's 

object hit^rto has beeii» to cut off mf 
^"^nwuQ^ajjm witb&yUpuM^^ and CiimM 










destroyed the fort of Mfrabetet oa the T^* 
gus) CD the llthjnstaqt ; and the garriaoQ. 
marched to Madrid, to f(H-m part of the 
army of the centre* They were reduced to 

five days provisions^ 1 enclose a r^t^una 

of the killed and wouoded on the 18th i«- 
slant. 

riarMsdeMlayjfu/^Qiti 1^12. 
My.Aid-derCampt Captain Lord Clip*' 
ton^ will present ^ to your Lordship tlii« , 
account of a victory which the allied troops . 
iwder my command gained* in a geseral 
action fought near Salamanca on the ev«cH 
log of tbe S2d inst., which I have beoi 
under the necessity of delaying to send liJl 
now, having been engaged, ever since ilie 
action in the pursuit of ihe enemy's -flying 

troops. hja my letter of the «l«t I iq. 

formed your Lordship, that both aroms 
were ne^r the Toemesi and the tmmf 
crossed thtt river with the^^reaAest pars of 
his troops in the afternoon by the bfds 
between AJba de Tormes and Huerta, and 
moved by their left towards the roads 

leading to Ciudad Rodrigo* The allied 

army, iVith the exc^iou of the 3d division 
and General D'Urban's cavalry, likewise 
crossed the. Tormes in the evening by the 
bridge of Salamaiura, and the fords in the 
neighbourhood ; and I placed the troops in 
a position of. which the right ^as upon one 
of the two heights called Dos Arapiles, and 
the left on the Tormes below the ford of 

Santa Martha. The 3d division ttd 

Brigadier^Gcnenl D'Urban's cavi^ wcib 
kit -St Cabrerizos, on the right of the 
Tonnes, as the «nemy had stiU a larger 
corps on the heights above Babllahiente, 
on the same side of the river ; and I oon- 
sidered it not improbable, that, finding 
our army prepared for them in the mom* ^ 
mg, on the left of the Tormes, they woiJU 
alter their, plan, and ulanseufre hy-riie 

other bank* 1m the cqorse of the oighii 

of the 2 1st t received jinteitigeMC^. of ti» 
truth pf which 1 cmUi im dpubt^ jjkM. 
General Chauvel had arrived at Pedlw^a 
the 20th« with the cavalry, ani k^tm aiw 
tillery pf the army #f the nonh| to. join 
Marshal Marmont ; and I was quite cer«> 
tain that these. titMps would join himoib 
the ^d or iSd at the iatest.-^-^Dttring 
the night ol' the 21st the enemy bad taken 
possession of the village of Calvarasa de 
Ariba, and. of the height near it called 
Nuestca . Senora de la Peas, our cavahy. 
being in possession of Calvarosa de Ai»xei 
and shortly aiter...daylight detachinemi 
kmtk Jboth arsuos attempted to gbtaki pei« 
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g ^si i o n of tk jBtoit dislaat frsmtxtr right 

of the twa hilb called Dos ArapUes. 

The metay however succeeded, their de- 
tadaneHt being the strongest, and faavinj^ 
bfeu concealed in the woods nearer the hiki 
than vre werei hy which success they 
strengthened materiatlly their own position, 
and had in their powtr increased means «r 

apoayifig o«r». In the tDomibg, ihe 

l^ht troops of thfc 7th divisrou, and the' 
4t)i.Cacadores belonging to General Pack's 
brigade, were engaged with the enemy on 
ike height called Nuestra Senora de la Pena : -] 
«» which height they mainf ained themseives 
viMh the eoeny throughout the day. The 
posiMsiotf, bythe enemy, however, of the 
xBOfT diMant of the Arapiies, rendered it 
uecessary for me to extend the right of the 
'Wrmy In Potcnce to the height* behind the 
village of Arapiles, and to occupy that 
vlUage with light infantry; and here I 
plao^ the 4th. diTision, utider the com- 
iBMd of the Uoooyrablc Lieutenant- Gene- 
ral Cole ; and although, from the variety 
^ the enemy's movements, it was difficult 
t^form a satisfactory judgment of his inten- 
tionsi I considered that, upon the whole, 
hti oty ecu wtfre Upon the left of the Tormes. 
I therefore ordered the Hokiourable Major- 
Genera) P^nham, who commanded the 
94 ^viflioa, in the abnoce of Litutenant- 
4;«MraL PictQt^ tm accouAt of ill health, 
to okovo across the Tormes with the troops 
under his command, induding Brigadier- 
General D'Urban'j oavakyj and to place 
himself bdited Aklea Tc^a, Brigadier- 
Q9Bemi Bririiwrft brigade ^ Portuguese 
wbmUy md JHottMCarlos lyEspana's in- 
UntfjrJit^f'itg itite moved tip likewise to 
ifce mig fi i m ii thmd of Las Torres, between 

ifa^ M aad 4th divisions. After a va- 

aicaf rf evohitioiis and movements, the 
eMMay apiiears to hav« de^rmiiied upon hi^ 
plan about two in the afternoon ; and under 
ooY^r of >a vary haanry tannonade, which 
however did us bat 'very little daoiage, he 
ajqcJi ded his kft and mo^^ forward his 
Ufooiis, apparently whh an mteniion to 
aaabrace, by the position of his troops, 
and by bU fife, oar post on that of the two 
Acapiks which we possessed, and from 
thence to attack and break our line ; or at 
all events to render difficult any movement 

of ours to our right. The extenskni of 

bis line to his lefk however, . and its ad- 
vance upon our right, notwithstanding that 
MciaiipftsiiU occupied very strong £round« 
^nd hi| position was well defended by can- 
non, gave me ao oppormnity of attacking 
bimt for which i had long been amdoos. 



I reinforced our right with the 5th division, 
under Lieutenant^Gencral Leith, which I 
placed behind the villa^^e 6f Arapiles, on 
the right of the 4th division : and wuh the 
6th and 7th divtisions in re se r v e ; aud as 
soon as these troops had taken their sta- 
tions, I ordered the Hon. Mnjor-General 
Pakenham to move forward with the 3d 
division, and General D'Urban's cavalry, 
and two sc{uadrons of the 14th H^ht dra- 
goon^, under Lieutenant- Colonel Hervey, 
in fcmr columns, to turn the cur ray's left 
on the heights, while Bri^ier- General 
Bradford's brigade, the 5th division, under 
Lieutenant- General Leith, the 4th divi- 
sion, under the Hon. Lieutenunt- General 
Cole, and the cavalry, under Lieuteuant- 
General Sir Stapleton Cotton, should at- 
tack them' in front, supponed in reserve by 
the 6th division, under Major- General 
Clinton, the 7th division, under Major- 
General Hope, and Don Carlos D'Espana's 
Spanish division, and Brij^adier-Gciieml 
Pack should support the left of the 4th di- 
vision, by attacking that of the Dos Ara- 
piles, which the enemy held. The 1st 
and light divisions occupied the ground on 
the left, and were in reserve. The at- 
tack upon the enemy's left was made in the , 
manner above described, and completely 
succeeded. Major-General the Hon. Ed- 
ward Pakenham formed the third division 
across the enemy's flank, and overthrew 
every thing opposed to him. These troops 
were supported in the most gallani style by 
the Portuguese cavalry under Brigadier- 
' General D'Urban, and Lieutenant Col. 
Hervey's squadrons of the 14th, who siic- 
' cessfully defeated every attempt made by 
the enemy on the flank of the third division. 

Bri^radier General Bradford's bri^rade, 

I the 5th and 4th divisions, and the cavalry 
! under Lieutenant-General Sir Sijpleton 
Cotton, attacked the enemy in front, and 
I drove his troops before theni, from one 
, lieight to another, brin^in;j forward liieir 
* right, so as to acquire strengili upon the 
j enemy's Oauk, in proportion to the advance. 
I Brigadier-General Pack made a very gal- 
lant attack upon the Arapiles, in which, 
hoWever, he did not siicceed,' excepting 
I in' diverting the attention ot the enemy's 
-corps placed upon it, frotn the iroops 
^ under ttie command of Lieutenant-Genera! 
Gole, in his advance.-- — The cavalry 
tinder Lieutenant- General Sir Stapleton 
Cotton mad^ a most gallant and success-' 
fnl charge against a body of the ene- 
my's infantry, which they overthrew and 
cut to pieces. In this charge Mrfjor-Gcuc- 
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ral {.e Marcbant was killed at the head of 
his brigade ; and I have, to regret the lost 

of a most able officer. After the crest 

of the height was carried, one division of 
the euemy's ;nfantry made ^ jstand agaiasi 
the 4th division, whlch^after a severe con- 
test, was obliged to give ,way, iu conse- 
quence of the enemy having thrown sotofi. 
troops oa the left of the 4th division, after 
the failure of Bri^dier-GeReral Pack's at- 
tack upon the Arapiles, and the Honourable 
Lieuteiiant'General Cole having be^ 
w^nded«--^ — ^M^shaJ Sir William Bere^- 
iovd^ who happened to be on the spot, di- 
rected Brigadier General Spry's brigade .of 
the fifth division, which vras in the secpnd 
line, to change its front, and to bring its 
ficc on the flaok o( ^e enemy's divisioq ; 
and, I an^ iorry to add, that while, engaged 
in. this service, he received a wound, 
w^ich, I am apprehensive, w^ll,deprive.Q)e< 
of the benefit of his counsel and assistance 
for some time. Nearly about the tame 
time Lieuienant-General Leith received a. 
wound, which unfortunately obliged him to. 
quit the field. 1 ordered up the 64b divi- 
sion, under Major-General Clinton, to re- 
lieve the 4th, and the battle was soon re- 
8tor.ed to its former success. The ene- 
my's • right, however, reinforced by the 
troops which, had fled from his left, aud by 
those wbifib bad.pow faired from thi^ ARt. 
pilesy^^till continued to resist ;» and I or- 
dered ^he 1st and light divisions, and Co- 
lonel Siubbs'sPortugMese brigade of the 4tb 
divisioQ, which was re-for^neid, and Major- 
General William Anson's brigade, likewise 
of the 4th division, to turn the right, while 
the 6th division, supported by the 3d and 
dth, attacked the front. It was dark befo^ 
this point was carried by the 6th division, 
and the enemy fled through the woods to- 
wards the Tormes. I pursued them with 
the 1st and light divisions, and Major- 
General William Anson's brigade of the 4th 
division, and some squadrons of cavalry 
under Lieutenant -General Sir Stapleton 
Cotton, as long as we could find any of 
them together, directing our march upon 
Huerta aud the fords of the Tormes, by. 
which the enemy had passed on their ad- 
vance ; but the darkness of the njght was 
. highly advantageous to the enemy, many of 
whom escaped under its cover, who jnust 
otherwise have been in our b^mds^ — > — I ai](i 
sorry to report, that owing to this same 
cause, Lieutepant-General Sir Stapleton 
Cotton was unCortunately wounded by o^e 
of our own sentries alter he had halted* 
We renewed the punuit at break. «f. 



day in the nommg with the same treopst * 
and Major-General Bock's and Major-Ge- 
neral Anson's brigades of cavaJryi which 
joined during.the night, and having crossed 
the Tormes, we came up with the enemy's 
rear-guard of cavalry and infimtry, near L^ 
Sema; they were immediately attacked by 
the two brigades of dragpoos ; and the ca- • 
valty fled, leaving the infantry totheirbtew 
I have never witnessed a more gallam 
chai^ than was made on the eneniy's iiir 
fantry by theiieavy brigade of the Khig^f ^ 
German Legion, und^ Major* General Bpck^ • 
which was completely successful, and the 
MKhole body of ioEaatry, consisting of three 
battalions of the. enemy's first divisioa^ . 
w.erp made pcisoners.-r-*— The pursuit waa- 
afi^erW;ards contkuied as>£iF at Peoaraods* 
last.nighti and our ^roeps are still follow^ 
ia^ the flying enemy* Their head- qunpiers 
we^ in this town, not len tbanten leagibMS 
from the field of battle, for arfaw hours lase« 
night; and they are' now coosfdemUy ad-^ 
vai|ced>on the xoad tiowardtValladolidbT* 
Arevalo. They were joiaed yesterday oa* 
their retreat by the cavalry and artillery of' 
the army of the North, which have arrived? 
at ^00 late.a period, it is to be hoped, to ho- 
of much use to them.-^-^^It is impossible 
to form a coojeoture of the anieuiit of the- 
enomy's loss in this aetioa; but froM^aU 
Kqport^it;4s very eonsidenibk^ WtihaiMy 
taken froip them eleven pieces of caano*)*^ 
several ammuaiiion waggons, two eagles, 
and six.oolours ; and one general, three co- 
lonels, three lieutenant-colonels, ISO of- 
ficers of inferior rank, and between six. and 
seven thousand soldiers ase prisoners ;f and 
our detachments are sendinr in more every 
moment. The number of dead on tlie field 
is very large. 1 am informed that Mar- 
shal Marmont is badly wounded, and has 
loM one of his arms; and that four general 
ofiBcers have been killed, and several 

viroundedk rSuch an advantage could not 

haye been ac<|aired without material loss 
on our sidei but it certainly has not been' 
of a magnitude to. distress the amy, or to- 

cripple iu operations. 1 have rreat^ 

ploisure IP. rqHHtin^ to your Lerd^ip9* 
tha^ tbroughout this trying day, of wkM^ 



^ TheoffitUl returns oelj accovint for elerea 
pieeetefcwMNi; birtitis believed tiuit twenty 
have fiJlen into our hands. 

t The prisoners are supposed to amonit to 
seven thousand ; hot it has not been possible to. 
s se erte ih their nombers exactly, from the ad-' 
vttce of the mmj iasmedlieely sAer tin eetiili 
wesmr^, .,, , .. . . . 4 . 
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I have rdMed the eraifsi I had ereiy tea-' 
son to be^atUfied v^itfa the conduct of the 

general officers tod trM>a« The itlatioD 

which I have writteii of its eveMs will give 
a seneral idea df the share which each iiidU 
vJdual had Hi thraa ; and I cannot say too 
much in praise of the condua of everf 1n- 
dividttal in his station. 1 am much in- 
debted to Marehal Sir WUliam Beresfoid 
for his friendly ooutosel and assistailcc, both 
previous to, and during the action; to 
LteiKeiiant*Cknerals Sir Stapleton Cotton^ 
I«hh, and Cole, and Major-Generals Clm-' 
ton, and the Honourable Edward Paken^ 
ham, for the manner in which they led the 
dirisiMs of cavalry and infantry under their 
command respectively; to Major*General 
Hulse, commanding a brigade in the 0th 
division ; llajor-(kneral G. Anson, com* 
niandmg a brigade of cavalry; Colonel 
Hinder Gotond^ the Honourable WUHam 
Fonsonby, omnmaildins Major General Le 
IfardiaiitS brigade, after the fall of that 
oKcer; to Major-General William Anson, 
oommandiag a brigade in the 4th division ; 
Major- General Prkigle, com m anding a bri^ 
gm in the 5th division, and the dlvisioQ 
after Lieutenanft-General Leith was wound- 
ed; Brigadicr-Genval Bradford; Brig»> 
4ier*Geaeral Spry, Cokoel Stubbs, and 
Brindier-GenenrI Power, of the Portuguese 
ial^cft/ likewiie lo Lieutenant-^Colonel 
Cffbpbell, of the 94th, commanding a brt» 
gade in the Sddfviaion; Lieutenant-Golo- 
nel Williams, of the 60th foot; Lieutenant- 
Colonel WaMace, of the 88th, commandliig 
9 brigade in the gd diyision ; Lieutenant* 
Gokmel EKis, of the ^d, commanding Ge- 
nenl the Horn Edward Pafcenham's brigade 
iii the 4th division, during his ablehce in 
the command of the 3d division ; the Hon, 
Lieutenant-Cokmel Grevilie, of the 38th re* 
cimcm, oommandins Major-Genend Hay's 
brigade in the 6th division, dtnring his ab- 
sence on leave; Brigadier-General Pack; 
Brigadier-Gtneiai the Coode de Reiendi, 
of tlie Portuguese service ; Colonel Doug- 
hs, of the 8th Portuguese regiment; Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel the Conde de Ficalho, of the 
aaoie r^ment; and Lieutenant-Colonel 
Bhigham, of die S3d regiment ; likewise to 
Br^adkr General d'Urran, and Lieutenant- 
Colonel Uervey, of the I4th Light Dra- 
foons; Colonel Lord Edward Somerset, 
commttiding the 4th Dragoons; andLieut- 
Colonel the Honourable Frederick Pooson- 
by, commanding the 19th Li^t Dragoons. 
--^^--1 inust alM, mention Lieutenant-Col, 
WqedSmtdf coausaoding the light battalion, 
o(thebrifKkof GMardSy who, MppMed 
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by two companies of the Fattken , under 
the eemmand of Captain Crowder, main* 
tafaied the villa^ of Arapiles against all the 
cfR>rts of the enemy, previous lo the attack 

upon their poeitioo oy our troops. In a 

case in which the cooduct of all has been 
conspicuously good, I regret jthat the .ne- 
cessary limits of a dispatch prevento me 
Cram drawing your Lordship's notice to the 
conduct of a larger number of individuab ; 
but I can assure your Lord^ip, that there 
was no Ofl&cer of Corps engaged in this 
action, who did not perform bisduty by his 
Sovereign and his Couatry.-!— The royal 
and Gennan artillery, under Lieirtenant- 
Colonel Framingham, distingnished them* 
selves by the accuracy of their fire, wher-^ 
ever it was possible to use them ; and they 
advanced to the attack of the enemy's posi^ 
tion with the same gallantry as the other 



troops. 1 am particularly indebted to 

Lieutenant-Colonel De Lancy, the Deputy 
Quarter-Master-General, the head of the 
department present in the absence of the 
Quartcf-Master-Genfral, and to the oflficers 
of that department, and of the staff corps, 
for, the, assistance I received from them^ 
particniarly the Honourable Lieutenant<>Co- 
looel Dmidas, and Lieutenint-ColooelSiur* 

C of the latter, and Major Scovell of the 
er ; and to Lienteoant-C^^onel Waters^ 

al present at the headof the Adjutant Ge« 
neral's dqpartment at headHpiarters, and to 
theofEcers of that deputment, as well u 
head-quarters as with the seveial division 
oC the army ; and Lieutenant- Cdonel Lord 
Fitxroy Somerset, and the officers of my 
personal staff. Among the latter I partW 
cttlarly request your Lordship to draw the 
attention c^ His Royal Highness the Prince 
Regent to His Serene Highness the Her^ 
ditary Prince of Orange, whose conduct in 
the field, as well as upon every other occa- 
sion, emitles him to my highest commenda- 
tion, smd has acquired for him the respect 

and regard of the whole army*:^ 1 have 

had every reason to be satisfied with tbe 
conduct of the Mariscal del Campo Don 
Carlos d'Espagna, and of Brindier, Don 
JulioD Sancfaei , and with that of the troops 
under their command respectively; and 
with that of the Mariscal dd Campo Don 
Miguel Alava, and of Brigadier Don foseph 
O'Lawkr, employed with this army by the 
Spanish govenunent, from whom, and from 
the Spanish authorities, and people in nno- 
ral, I received every assistance I could ei^ 

pect. ^It is but jimioe likewise to dw0 

UnlaUp's atiemion, vpoa this ooeo- 
w Ibe flMrits ef dm ofiflm of .^be 
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civil dq)ar(ments of Ihe army. Notwiik- 
staodiag the increasecl distance of our opt* 
rations from eiir migasines, and that the 
country is completely exkaiitted, we have 
hitherto wanted nothing, owiug to the dUi? 
gence and attention of Comntissary General 
Mr. Bisset, and the officers of the depart- 
mcnt under his direction. 1 liave like- 
wise to mention, that by the attention and 
ability of Doctor Mac Gregor, and of the 
officers of tbe departtueot under his charge, 
our wounded, as well as those of the enemy 
left in our hands, have been well taken 
car^ of; and I hope that many of these va- 
luable men will be saved to the service. 
•—^Captain Lord Clinton will have the 
honour of laying at the feet of His Royal 
Highness the Prince Regent, the eagles and 
colours taken from the enemy in this action. 

' • I eudose a . return of the killed and 

wounded. 

Olmedo, Jul^ 28, 1812. 
The army have continued their march in 
pursuit of the enemy since 1 addressed you 
on the ^4th inst.« and we have continued to 
fake many prisoners. A part of the ene- 
my's army crossed tbe Douro yesterday 
near Puente de Douro, and tbe remainder, 
their left wing, were in march towards the 
bridge of Tudela tliis rooming, at nine 
o'clock, when 1 last heard from our advanc- 
ed po8t«.^— The main body of the allied 
army is this day on the Adaja and Zapar- 
diel rivers in this aeighbourhood ; the light 
cavalry being in front, in pursuit of tbe 
enemy. It appears that Joseph Buona- 
parte left Madrid on the 21st, with the 
arujy of the centre, supposed to consist of 
from ten to twelve thousand infamry and 
from two to three thousand cavalry, and' 
he directed his march by the Escoriel, upon 
Alba de Tormes. He arrived at Blasco 
Sancho, between Avila and Arevalo on the 
25th, where he heard of the defeat of Mar- 
shal Marmont, and he retired ia the even- 
ing, aud between that time and the evening 
of the 26th, he marched through Villa Gas- 
tin to Espinar. A non-commissioned of- 
ficer's patrol of the 14th Light Dragoons 
and the 1st Hussars, from Arevalo, took 
in Blasdto Sancho on the evening of the 
25th, shortly after Joseph Buonaparte had 
left the place, two officers and twenty-seven 
Ijben ^ his own cavalry, who had been left 

there to follow his rear-guard.^ 1 have 

^ason to believe that Joseph Buonaparte 
4nd>iio tegular account of the action of the 
iBtA, ti*l*h*^^8ed ihe-Ptiertedt Ouad«rn-; 
^ yef(ei^«y, biH ke then retiin0d,(«Bdj 



was directing his march upod Segovia* I 
have not yet heard how far he had advance 
ed. All accounts concur with regaixl Co 
the great loss austaiufed by the amy W 
Portugal.— -^-By accounts from LienteQant* 
General Sir Rowland Hill to the 24th ia« 
stant, it appears, that the enemy had in 
some degree reinforced the troops in £stra^ 
madura. The Lieultnant^General had re^ 
moved to Zafra. — »— It is reported^ that' 
General Ballasteros had marched on another 
expedition towards Malaga^ and thai he 
was opposed by a division of the Amy of 

the South, under General Labal. 1 have 

not received detailed accounts of Comino- 
dore Sir Home Popham's operations on the 
coast since the capture of Seqneitioi but I 
undersUnd that he has taken Gastro Ur» 
diales. 

Nvmn *\f Q0ker$ kilU4 md w^unM, Mv 19, 

1812. 

Killed.— srth Foot, lieuteoiDt |Udcli4% 
Adjataot Davidson. 

WouNDBo.'Roval Horse ArtiHery, Liente^ 
nant Belson, 8everely.*-3d Dragoons, LieiitMi«M 
BramMdySliihtly.-r^llth liglit DnMons, LM- 
tenant Bootf ia^ ftlighUy ; Comet WUliami^ so- 
verely.->lSth Light Dragoons. A^juUnt Get> 
trick, severely.— 14th Foot, Major Brothertoo, 
lieatenaiits Gwynne, Vswke, slightly^— ^Itftli 
Foot, lieatenant Baker, tUghtly.^-itt Ummr 
Kiog*s Gensan JLefl^on, Barrack-Master Kin«. 
kenberg, Captain llnllen slightly^, Captaia Afy, 
severely; Lieutenant Wisdi, dig^tW. *- 7th 
Royal Fasiieers, Ueoteaent Nantes, ilicMy.-^ 
f7th Foot, CapnOn Man*, sUgMyj^'-^AOti Wo^^ 
Lieatenant Kelly, slightly. 

Name9i^thfClfie<nkiUe4, wamtdei^ and w^^Osig 
of the AUUd Afmtf. mim* tk$ C^mwmitd if Bh 

th$ Bmt «Mr Sk k m t m o 9t m ilu nd Mm, 
181?. 

Head'OwtrterBf Flnre$ de AviUtMf July 25, 18U. 

Killed. — Major-Gen.LeMarchant— Sth Dn- 
goonOnardSy Capt.Otbom.-— 3dDragoons,Lieat6- 
nant 8elby.-*-iSth Ldgbt Dragoons, Captafai 
Dickeas.'— 3d or Qaeea's, Ensign Denwoody^ — 
7th Fasiieers, Captain Fresco tt, — lltli Foot, 1st 
Batt. Ensign Scott— 2S<1 W«lch Fusileers, B<a- 
Jor Offley.— S«d Foot, Ist Batt. Lientenant Sey- 
laonr, EoiigB Nevtoa.«^d6th Foot, 1st Batt. 
CaptauM Tallok and Middleton, Ueatenaa^ 
Parker and Bartao.— SSth Foot, Ist Batt. C^ 
tain Tav lor, Lieutenant Broomfield. — 44th ^oot, 
f d Batt. ClaptatQ Berwick, Ensign Standl^.-^ 
61at Foot, 1st Batt. Lieutenant-Colonel B«r« 
low, Captahis Horton and Stubbs, Uiaataoaats 
Chaoner and Parker. — 68th Foot,^ 1st Batt. 
Lieutenant Finacane.^88th Foot, Ist Batt. 
Brevet Major Murphy, Captain Hogan.— 9^ 
Foot, Ueuteaant loDea.-«#tl Light Batt. Kiagli 
Gannaa Legiaa, Lteatenant Fiacke. 

WoUMDBD.— Lieotooant-General SirS. Cottoa, 
severely; Lieut* naot-Geneml Leith, severely, 
not daneerously; Lieittenai)t-Generel flonoiir- 
able O. L Cole, severely, nat <laagmasly ; Sla- 
Jor lOj^wml Victor Altwiy sevars^i^ aot 
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oasly^-^oyid HkMe Qaardt dine, Ueatennt* 
Colonel £i%, A A. 0. jli0litly.--8aai Fool, 
CapUin Trjrooy D. A, A. 0« Hverely.—lStb 
Ijgfat l)nigoon8. Captain White. D. A. Q. M. G. 
•evercly, irfnce dead.--29th Foot, Ueotetiant 
Hay, AicMe-Camp to Ueivteiiant-Oeaert) LeMi, 
tlii^tly^'HSth DrHPMnst Oaptam Dowwii, esim 
A. D. C. to Lieatenant-Genoral ]>itb, aevei-ely. 
5th Dragoons, Captain Aiken, severely ; Lieu- 



shill, s«ve»ely ; LfeoMiMnt Armstroaff^tlighdy; 
lientfoaiit lohiMOD, levnrcly; Eti^JgnsThatcher^ 
Wortoo, sliglitly; Ensign Ia* Mcstrier, right 
amrAdypuUted. — 50d Foot, SdBott. Lieateoaiit- 
Colonel piuKhaip, Brigadier JUentenaol-ColiMel 
and Captain Robinson, Cdptain Febrsen, te- 
verdy ; <^aui Popple too, sl^Uy ; Captaint 
Fernandez, Blackatl, M'DaiigHlt Lieatenanti 
Hnnter, NicbuUoo^ sf verejy ; Klnsicrn Bnnwortb, 



»/ku A^toKuvifO, v/a|/iatu r&iA.cu, ocTCirijr , a^icu- A4ifii«v:i, ^-vM.uuuivua o^ tcjv^jt i i;<uni;;ii &«iii«vtvi us, 

tenant Christie, 8eferely.--4th Dragoons, Lien- Adjutant Carsa, slightly.— 60th Foot, 5tb Batt. 

teoaot NorcHffe, severely.^lst Hussars, Kin^s " ' *" * • — ' 

Oemuui L«|poB, Captaina Mailer and Deoken, 
allgbtly ; Lioutenant Fneio, severely ; Ltente- 
nant Cordemann, slightly j Comet Bebrends, i 
slightly. — Coldstream Guards, tst Batt. Ennign 
Hothmm, sKghtly.— 8d Onards, 1st Batt. Cap- 
tain Wlriti^ aef eraty.*«1st Foot, or Royal Scots, 
Iiet|tenBoM>>looel Baroos, severely j Captain 
Loxanu tli^itly; lientenants Kellett, O'NeiJ, 
and ralk, severely; Lieoteuant M'Killigan, 
ali^itly; Lieutenant Clarke, severely; Ensign 
9toyt6^ 0evore^.^td Foot, or. Qaeen*s, Breret 

lieoteoant-Coloael Kings))ory, severe^ ; Bfajor 

Graham, severely ;' Captain Soott, severely ; 

lieotenant Gordon, severely; lieutenant Wil- 
liams, slightly ; Lieutenant Hudson, severely. — 

4th Foot, 1st Bhtt. BA^r (VHalloiiin, siightly. 

— ^th Foot, 1st Batt. Brevet UeutenautfColonel 

Bird, slightly ; Captain Simcocks, severely ; 

Lieutenants Macpberson and Gunn, severely; 

EuMgn Hamilton, slightly; Ensign Pratt, se- 

voroly.— dth Foot, t6 Batt. Lteutonont O'Dell, 

sevoreiyi Liantenant HiMiard, sligMy.— 7th 

Royal Fnsileers, Captain Hammerton, slightly; 

Lieutenants Hutchinson and Hartley, severely; 

Lieutenants Wallace, Nantes, Johnson, Knowles, 

Hanry. and Haonam, slightly; Ati^tant Hay, 

•ei^etaiy.— 9th Foot, ist Batt Lventeoant Ack^ 



land, aiightlv.— 11th Foot, 1st Batt. Lieutenant. 
Colonel Cuyler, Majpr M*Gregor, Captains Por- 
ter, Hamilton, and Qoaly, severely ; Lieutenant 
DoooiraB, alightljr; UentenantB Rynd, Williams, 
and flIteplMiif) aeaeiely; Lieotenant Daaiel, 
slightly; Lientenants Walker and Smitli, se- 
verely; Lieutenant Stewart, slichtly; Lieute- 
nants Oethen and Read, severety.— S3d Royal 
Weieb Fneileeia, Lieitenant-ColonelERts, Major 
Daiaiar, liMtevanli Enoch, Fryer, Cloyde, 
severaly; Liauteoant Macdonald, slightly. — 
27th Foot, 3d Batt Lieotenant Philip Gordon, 
dightly — 90th Foot, 2d Batt. Lieutenant Gai vey, 
lA^tly.— Md Foot, 1st Batt. Captains Roslevr 
en, Toola, slighUy ; LienteuBta Orea^ 



leverely; lieutenant R. Robinson, slightly; 
lientenanti Bowes, Bntterworth, Ensign New- 
ton (8d) severely; Ensign Blood, sli^tly.— 36th 
Foot, 1st Batt Captam Fox, slighUy ; Liente- 
aasta Price,. Uewast,. Ensign Boachier, severe 
kr.T-38th Foot, Ist' Batt Lieoteaaat-Colonel 
MiUs, severelj^; Captains Wilsbire, GalKe, 
^Sutly; Captain Fullarton, severely; Liente- 
aant tnce, slightly ; Lieotenant Peddie, right 
•nn amimtated; Lieolanant Lbwil Ensign 
W^atley. sevar^; Ensigns Magie, Wilcocks, 
>u9itly; En«gnByam, severely; Enstgn Freer, 
■lighdy.— ^th Foot, 3d Batt. Lieut. M'Pher- 
Mtt, EoBgn Anderson, severely.— 40th Foot, 1st 
Batt LiMtenaats Gray, Hudson, severely; 
U«utaaants Browi> Turton, slightly ; Acyntant 
Bethel, seveTety.--4ddPoot^ 1st Batt. Liente- 
Jjnt Ridout, slightly.— 45ih Foot, 1st Batt. 
Jt^or Greenvell, severely ; Lieutenant-Colonel 
VorWa, Capliia Ligfatfoot, lieotenant CogUan, 
^Vbtly J Eaiign R^, severely^— 48th Foot, 1st 
Batt Captain Thwaite?, Lieutenant Stroud,' 
•lightly; Lieutenants Leroux, Vincent,, Mar-» 



Lientenant-Colond Williams, slightly ; Migor 
Galitfe, Ensign Liicke, severely. — 61st Foot, 1st 
Batt M.tjor Downing, Captains Oke, M'L«od, 
Green, severely ; Captain Faville, "severely (since 
dead); Lieutenant Falkener, severely; Liente- 
nant Daniel, slightly ; Lieutenant Chapman, se- 
verely ; Lietitenanft Cbipchase, slightly ; Lieute- 
nant Fnrnace^ severely; Lieotenant Gtoster, 
slightly ; Lieutenant Collis, severely ; Lieute- 
nant Wolfe, sliffbtly ; lieutenants Brackenbnrg, 
Royal, Toole, Ensigiu Whyte, Beere, Sineleton, 
severely.— 68th Foot, Captain and Brevet Mayoic 
Millar, severely; Captain North, slightly. — ^74tU 
Fool, Captain and Brevet M^or Thompson, 
Lieutenant Ewing, severely .--83d Foot, 2d Batt. 
Lieutenant Gascoi^ne, severely ; Lieutenant 
Evans, sFightly.— 88th Foot, 2d Batt. Captain 
Adair, Lieutenants Kichdls, Meiade. severely; 
Lieutenant Kingsmill, slightly. — 94th Foot, 
Lieutenant-Colonel Campbell, 'Captain Cooke, 
Lientenant Griffitlis, severely. — 1st Light Batt; 
Kiog^ German Legion, Captain Hnlseman, 
Lieutenant Hartwig, severely*— 2d Light Batt 
Ditto, Captain Haassman, slightly.— 2d Line 
Batt Ditto, Captain Scliarnhori»t, Lientenant 
Repke, severely.— 5th Ditto, Ditto, Captain 
Langr^er, seveiely. — Brunswiek Gels, C*ap- 
tain Luoder, severely ; Lieutenant Grieslmm, 
slightly.-^lst Royal Scots, Volunteer M\Alpio, 
severely.— 9th Foot, 1st Batt. Volunteer I'erry, 
severely.— 53d Foot, 2d Batt. Volunteer Moif- 
shOU, severely. 

(Signed) JOHN WATERS, 

Lieut Col. and A. A. Gi» 

J^onMi ^ tite OJfUers killed tmd wownded oa the 
23d qf July, 1812. 

Kiti»Bn>-*lst Dragoons, King^ German Lo> 
gion, Lientenants Voss and Heogell.— 2d ditto, 
ditto, Captain Usslar. 

WocNDED.— Royal Artillery, Lieutenant- Co- 
lonel May, A. A. G. severely. — 1st Dragoons, 
^ng's German Legion, Captain Decken, Cor- 
net Tappe, severely. — 2d ditto, ditto^ Lieute- 
nant Fumette, sHghtly. 

AbiiraCt qf Kittedy Winded, and Misimg qT ike 
Army under the Command qf the Earl <if ff f tttsf. 
loa, hmt CoBtrqjmf on the ISih July, iai2. 
Killed. Wounded. Mi$siog. 



British « 
Portuguese 

Total 



61 
34 

95 



297 
96 

393 



27 

27 

54 



Ahitract qfKiUed, Wounded, and Mmmg of tie 
Allied Armtf^ under the Command qf General tie 
Earl qf tVellington, in the Battle fought near 
SaUtnumcOy okthel'id Day nfJnly, 18l2. 
Killed. Wounded. Mi«lng. 
British . 388 . 2714 . 74 
Portuguese 304 . 1552 . Id2 
Spanish . t . -4 . * — 



^otal 



694 



4270 



256 
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PQUnCAL KKTSTm^^^-OgUlatntm. 
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AOMArmg/wier the Cmmmd 9f Ur4 Wd- 

GMTtf M«r L« SmM, •» Off fM «/«%, 1619. 
KiUed51 . Wmnded^ . Miniaf 6 



iUtm% ^ Ordmme$9 4v. Ukm M tki CmlU ^ 
S^Mnmrnm, Jwi9 «t, 18tt. 
6 Freudi elgfat-ponnden, 1 WnadbL firar-powid* 
er, 3 Spanish fonr-poiiiideiVy t Ftvaich tUMOch 
bowitser.— Total 11. 
5 tmnbrilt with anmimutioii. 
The exact qaantity of anamnitioo caiiiod oil 
each tnmbrU not yet aacertaiiied. 

(Signed) BOYLET FRAMINGH^Bi, 
Uent. CoU Royal Artillery. . 



OFFICIAL PAPERS. 

^American States. — Message i(f Frtsideni 
Madison to the Congress^ Isi June^ 1819, 
relative to the dispuU with England^ 
(Contimudfrom page JXi.) 

terpositions heretofore furnished by the of- 
ficers and agents of that Government. 

Such is the spectacle of injuries and indig- 
nities which have been heaped on our coun- 
try; and such the crisis which its unex- 
ampled forbearance and conciliatory efiforts 
have not beoi able to avert. It mi|^t at 
least have been expected, that an enli^t- 
ened nation, if less urged by moral obliga- 
tions, or invited by friendly dispositions on 
the part of the United Sutes, would have 
found in its true Interests alone a sufficient 
motive to respect their rights and their 
tranquillity on the high seas; that an en- 
largeid policy would have favoured the free 
and general circulation of commerce, in 
which the British nation is at all times in- 
terested, and which in times of war is the 
best alleviation of its calamities to herself, 
as well as the other belligerents ; and more 
especially that the Britbh Cabinet would 
not, for the sake of a precarious and sur- 
reptitious intercourse with hostile markets, 
have persevered in a course of measures 
.which necessarily put at hazard the inva- 
luable market of a great and growing coun- 
try, disposed to cultivate the mutual advan- 
tages of an active commerce. Other 

councils have prevailed. Our moderation 
and concfliatlbn have had no other efiect 
than to encourage perseverance, and to en- 
large pretensions. We behold our sea- 
faring citizens still the daily victims of law- 
less violence committed on the great and 
common highway of nations, even within 
light of the countnr which owes them pro- 
tection. We behold our vessels, freighted 
With theproducu of otur soil and industry,. 



or returning wiUi the hoMSt iK^seecds of 
them, wrasted from their lawfol destioa^ 
tions, confiscated by prize courts no loiter 
the organs of public law, but the iostni- 
menu of arbitrary edicu ; and their unfor- 
tmnte crews disponed and lost, or forced 
or invei^ed m British ports into British 
fleeu; whilst arguments are an{>loyed in 
support of these aggressions, which liave 
no foundation but in a principle equally 
supporting a claim to relate our external 
commerce in all cases whatsoever.— r-AVe 
behold, in fine, on the side of Grea Sri- 
tarn, a sute of war amnst the Uitiicd 
States; and on the side of the United 
States, a state of peace towards Great Bri- 
tain.— —^Whether the United States shall 
continue pautve under these progreasiTe 
usurpations, and these accumuiadni wrongs ; 
or, opposing force to force, in oefenoe of 
their natural rigbu, shall commit a just 
cause into the hands of the Almighty Dis- 
poser of events; avoiding all oonnexkos 
which might entangle it in the contests or 
views of other povrers, and preserving a 
constant readiness to concur in an hooooi- 
able re-establishment of peace and friend- 
ship, is a solemn question, which the con* 
stitution wisely confides to the Legislative 
Department of the Government. Inreoom* 
mending it to their early deliberatioas, i 
am happy m the assurance that the decision 
will be worthy the enligfattetd and tia* 
triotic councils of a virtuous, a free, aad a 

powerful nation. Having presented this 

view of the relations of the United States 
with Great Britain, and of the s«demn al- 
ternative growing out of them, I proceed 
to remaric that the oooanunteations 4alt 
made to Congress on the subject, of our re- 
laUons with France will have shown, that 
'since the revocation of her decrees as they 
violated the neutral rights of the United 
States, her Government has authorised ille- 
^1 captures bj its privateers ^nd pubUb 
ships, and that oUier oiitn^ges have.beop 
practised on our vessels and our citiaens. 
It will have been seen also, that no Indeaa* 
nity had been provided, or satls^ctorilf 
pledged, for the extensive spoliations cooir 
.mltted under the violent and retroepeciive 
order of the French Government against the 
property of our Citizens seized within iSis^ 
jurisdiction of France. — r-I abstain at thiji 
time froni recommending to the considera- 
tion of Congress definitive measures widi 
respect to that nation, in the expectation, 
that the result of unclosed discussums be- 
tween our Minister Pienipotentiarv at Karis 
and the French Govenunenti will spmlily 
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enaUe Caiigreitf lb decide with greater ad- 
vantage, oo tliec(Airse due to the rights, the 
interests, the honour of our country. 



Act oj Congress^ declaring Wat against 

England, 

An Act J declaring fVar between the United 

Kingdom of Great Mritain and Iteland^ 

^ iutd the Dependencies l/ureof^ and the 

! United States of Anurica^ and their Ter- 

ritories* , 

V . Be it/tQaQ^^^ by t^e ^ate ^ House 
«i fl|eprcsencatives of the United States m 
Anerica, in Congress assembled, That 
yi^ar be and the same is hereby declared to 
^ist between the United Kingdom of Great 
Britain and Ireland, and the Dependencies 
thereof, and the United States of America, 
and their Territories ; and that the l^resi- 
<iknt of the United States be and he is 
liereby authorized to use the whole Land 
and Naval Forces of the United Stales to 
carry |}ie same into effect ; and to issue to 
novate armed vessels of the United States, 
Coiiimissions or Letters of Marque and Ge- 
neral Reprisal, in such form as he shall 
think proper, and. tmder the Seal of the 
United' States, against the vessels, goods, 
aiid. effects of the Govemment of the said 
VnUed Kingdom of Great Britam and Ire- 
{|uid|.^i^Sul)i«ct&i4^ej^^ . . 
. Jme 18, 181^«i— Approved, 

James Madison. 

tVashington^ June 18, 4 o* clocks p. m. 



Stoppage of American Vessels in England, 

At the Court at Carlton House, the'31st; 
of July, 1812, present his Royal Highness 
the Prinde Regent in Council: — It is this 
day ordered, by his Royal Highness the 
Prince Regent, in the name and on the be- 
half of his Majesty, and by and with the, 
tfdvicer of His Majesty's PriVjr Council' that 
DO ship or vessel' belonging to any oi His 
lilajesty's subjects, be permitted to enter 
aha dear out for any of the ports within 
the terdtofiesof the United States of Ame- 
Mdr, until furthei* brd^r;' and Ms Royal 
Hidmess i^ fiirther ple)a(^, in the name 
atid onlhe'behalf of ni^ Majesty, and by 
"^id with the advice a(foresi^id, to order, 
tbat a general embargo or slop be made of 
ill ships and vessels whatsoever, belonging 
to the citizens of the United Statek of Ame- 
rica, now within, or which shall hereafter 
cotne into any of the ports, harbours, or 
roads, within any part of His Majesty's do- 



minions, togetlier with all persons and ef- 
fects 'on board all such ships and vessels ; 
and that the Commanders otHis M^yesty's 
ships of war and privateers do detain and 
bring into port all ships and vessels belong- 
ing to the citizens of the United States of 
America, or bearing the flag of the said 
United Sutes-, except such as may be fur* 
nished with British licenses, which vessels 
are allowed to proceed according to the te- 
nor of the said lic^ises ; but that the utmost 
care be taken for the preservation of all and 
every part of the cargoes on board any of 
the said ships or vessels, so that no damage 
or embezzlement whatevecJi>e ^sustained; 
and the Commanders of His Majesty's ships 
of war and privateers are hereby instructed 
to detain and bring into port every suck 
ship and vessel accordingly, except- such as 
are above excepted : and the Right Hon* 
the Lords Commissioners of His Majesty's 
Treasury, the Lords Commissiotiers of the 
Admiralty, and Lord Warden of the 
Cinque Ports, ate to give the necessary di- 
rections herein as to them may respectively 
a|>pertain. Chetwynd. 

By the Commissioners for executing the 
Office of Lord High Admiral of the United 
Kingdom of Great Britain and Jrelahd^ 

ire. • ■■ ^ 

Whereas b^ an Act, passed in the 43d 
year of the reign of -A is present Mafesty^ 
for the better protection of the trade of the 
United Kingdom during the present hostili- 
ties with France, a power is vested in us to 
grant license to sail without convoy; add 
we have, in pursuance of the said Act^ 
granted sundry licenses accordingly : and 
whereas we see fit to revoke certain of these 
licenses, as hereinafter specified, we do 
hereby revoke, and declare null and void, 
and of no effect, all licenses granted by us 
to any ship or vessel to sail without convoy 
to any port or place of North America, 
Newfoundland, the West Indies, or the 
Gulph of Mexico, which ship or vessel 
shall not have cleared out before this revo- 
cation shall be known to the Collector pr 
other officer of the Customs of the port at 
which such ship or vessel shall be. Given 
under our hands, and the seal of the ofGce 
of Admiralty, the 31st of July, 1813. 

MELVILLE, 

To all whom it may Wm. Domett. 
concern. Geo. J. Hope.. 

By command of their Lordships, 

J. W, Croker. 

fTo k€ continued:.) 
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In order that mv conntrymen and tbat 1^ 
Wortd may not be deceived, dnped, and cheated 
lipmi «us anbject, f, WILLIAM COBBETf. 
•f Bottey, iu mmpBhire, put «pon ncoM 
the ft41owing Acta; to wU: Th»t, 9U the Htk 
June. 1809, Uie following article waa pi4^ 
fished in a London new8-psq)er, called the 

Courier: ^^'The Mutiny amon^ the LO- 

« CAL MILITIA, which broke oat at Efy, WM 
**/ifrtun9tettg aiippresBed on.Wedaead«r bjr. the 
«< arrival of fonr (iquadrona of the GERMAN 
** LfeGfON 'CAVALRY frbn^ Bury, under the 
^ command of General Auckland. Five of the 
^ nncleaders were tried by a Coort-Martia], and 
[< fimtenetd to receuoe 500 |into eodk, part of which 
^< Dttnishmeot they received on WedDeaday, and 
^ a part was remitted^ A stoppage/or their knap- 
* micki was ttie ground of the coroplaiot that ex- 
^ cited this nratinona spirit, fiMcfa oceaaioned 
<< the men to aorronsd their offieeta, and demand 
<< what thev deemed theb arreanu The tint 
** division of the German Legion halted yesterday 

•* at Newmarket on their return to Bury.** 

^kat, an the 1st July, 1809, I pnblished, in the 
Political Itogiaief^ aq artida ceoMrtn^, in the 
strongest tenna, these proceedings; that, forao 
doing, the Attornev Oencralprosecnted, as sedi- 
< tious libellers, and by Ex-Officio Information, 
ine, and atao my printer, my pnbliaber, and one 
of the principal retailecs of the Political Register ; 
that I was brouzbt to trial on the 15th Ji^ne, 
1810, and was, oy a Special Jury, that is to say, 
by 13 men ont of 48 appointed by the Master of 
the Cfowa Qffice, foand g^i^ty ; that» on the 
£Oth pt the same month, I waa con^pelled to give 
bail for my appearance to receive judgment; 
and that, as I came up fVom Botley (to which 
place I had retnrned to my family and my liirm 
op the evening of the 15tli), « Tipataff went 
down from London in order to seiae me, per*- 
aonally *, tliat, on the 9th of July, 1810, I, toge* 
ther with mv printer, publisher, and the news- 
man, were brought int« the Court of King% 
Bench to receive jadcraout; that the three 
former were sentenced to be imprisoned for 
some months in the King's Bench prison -, that I 
was sentenced to be imprisoned for two years in 
Newgate, the great receptacle for mtlefticton, 
mnd the front of which is the aceae of numarovi 
hangings in tlie coQfse of every year; that th« 
part of the prison in whidi I was sentenced to b^ 
confined is sometimes inhabit^ by felons, that 
felons were actually in it at the lime I entered 
it ; that one roan was taken out of it to be traaa^ 
ported in about 48 bou^ after I was pat into tb§ 
same yard with him ; and that it is the place of 
confinement for men guilty of nnnatoral crimes, 
<of whom there are four ui it at this time ; that, 
keudes this imprisonment, I was aentenced to 
pay a.thonsand pounds TQ THE.&IN^ «od to 
give security' for ^my good behavionr for seven 
years, myseif in the stun of 5,000 ponndsy and 



lU6 

two sntntiet in tbe sq« ^f tfiOO poqadsencli; 
that the v^iota^bf this sentence has been exeentad 
npon mo^ th*t 1 have been Imprisoned the two 
WWH,M»o»4**»t^on^aBdpw^ TO-THg 
JSjkGf and have given the baiL Timothy Brawn 
and Pefer Walker. Esfjrs. befog my aarrfiea; 
Ihat the Attorney Generid was Sir Vicary CKMm^ 
tim Judpawho aatnt j|faet»Ua.aMl inu.nh swnagh , 
the fonr Jndgea vidio saint paaiuog sentence TO l wi - 
bonMiriu Orose, I^JBlanc, apd 3ailey ; and Ihat 
the jnfosa vreaa^ Ttesna Modea ef BhapMind 
KMd, Jah» Pavki of Southasptnn Flare, Jnuaa 
ElUs of Tott^nhMn Ckmrt M/m\ Jc^in J|icted| 
of Bayswater, TliomM Marsham orBaRnrStreat 
Robert Heathcote of High Street Marylatoie, 
Min Mand of York IHaenhiarylelioae, Gnntga 
Bagtnr of Gknnek 'terann PancnM, llMBiii 
Tavlor of Red lion Square, pntVUH>%^«^ 9^ 
John Street, William Palmer or Unpnr amN| 
Islington, Henry Favre of PaU M Aj (hat m 
Priaw Hteistnia dnring the time wer« ISpetkmi 
Percnval^ nntil he wis ahol bsLJohn BaMi|fkflM» 
nnd afitor that Re^rt B. J^edMBsof, IMioCUi 
verpool; that theproaecn^f^andsenttnu^e to^ 
place hi th^ reign of RhigOedrf^e the Thirds nM 
thnt, he having become niaanednring my fcnMl. 
snnment» tbn 1,M0 ptnwli «nnnnldtofaiatt( 
t«ie Prinze ^egnnt, inbisbehulf; jkM. dnriHie mil 
imprisonnient, I wrote and pobliabed ?64 Baaay% 
and Letters npon political subject^; that, ^^vr^nf 
the sam» tiaM, I wns visited by persons trom 197 
citiflB aiftd tflornf. ttany of them aa a aoM nf dm. 
ties frwn SocieUof or Chtte;, UwU at iiw> i»in> 
tion of my imprisonment, op the 9thof«fnh^ |9^ 
a great dinner was given in^London un the pnr> 
pose of receivitf m^ nt Mick dinner npwnait ^ 
600 pNcraona wene present, and nt which 9k 
Francis Bnrdettpreaided ; that dinners and other 
parlieaiaere heln on the sanaa oecasioq hi nmarf 
other places in Bnilandi tliat. on my way hoaa, 
I was received at Alton, the first town in Hamp- 
shire, with the liqgii^ of thn Chhrcla beUi; ihni 
a respectable company m«t me and gaye me n 
dinner nt Wincheirter; flhat I was drawti ftwn 
more tb^n dm distance oi n mile inla'Batk« hp 
the people ; thnt» upon mx arrival hi the viingSj 
I found all the people asaembled to receive ma| 
that I condudea the day by cxphdning to tlMiB- 
thn ennse of my imprisonmeor, and by givhig 
them^lear notions vaspectini the flo^og^orai 
Local tf ilitia-men at Ely, and respeetuv the i«; 
ployment of German Troops ; and^ finally, ^^4 
is more than a com^nsation for mv losses and an 
mysnfferings, I am in perfect health and atrength^ 
and, thonghl mnst, for thn snke of six eUkM^ 
feel the diminution that hm been madp m aiT 
property (thmking it right in me to decline tt| 
offer of a rabscr^tion), I have the conaolatitin lo 
see grotrmg np three sons, upon whose hearty t 

tmst» nil these fiicts will ho engnaen. 

Wm.0QMJBX1i 
Botley f Mp fS, 1812. 



Published by R. BAGSHAW, Brydges-Stitet, Covont-Onrden* 

LONDON: Priotod by J. M'Creeiyr BUdtMMsMlMri, FlaeUttMl. 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



COBBETTS WEEKLY POLITICAL REGISTER. 



Vol. XXII. No. 9.] LONDON, SATURDAY, AUGUSt ^9, 1812. , [Price ly 



S57J ' ^!/ ' : * ■ ■ ■■ ' ■' " 

^.B^Tte Indexes and tables taVor 
luiae XXU of the fiesLster are publish^d^ 
as usual, and to be bad,, of covrse, tbrou^b 
the siftdie channels tiiat the Register is iud* 



iMiJtmmn i *i 



BATTLE OP SALABIA^GA. 

BAtru 0* Salamanca. Th^ rqoic- 

ings, on atcbunt of the result of this battle, 
though trry loud and long immediatelj 
tinder the eye of the government, do not 
appear to have reach^ very widely over 
the Country, for v^hich I can, however, s^ 
tto reason, except tbt of a conviction hi the 
people^s iiiind», ihiit the victory only tendccj 
to phibmg (he V/zt ; for, in point of glory, 
k is certatdit th^ greatest victory that has 
tueenr gaitfed by Snghted in, our day, and, 
hidiaed, ^htct^ the r6ign of Queen Anne. 
Bf Sea we havr been ai^customed to beat 
etery bodr . Jftattle^ at sea are much more 
fnatterl of sktU tUain of personal valour. 
Tht men engaged scarcely see their enemy. 
The d^er tAay be as great, but it is not 
see^. ^ men'iji t ship ard like men in a for* 
tified plac^. A bilttle at sea is an afiair of 
rcrp^ a^ sails aAd udders. The victory 
depc^Kli', inr t great measure, upon the 
dtxleritu of the panies engaged. But, in 
a hftd b^tfe, the result generafly depends 
upon the degrees of petsonal courage pos- 
sessed by the parries enpigcd. In a sea 
battle DO man ^au skulk from his post if he 
trodd. ^The greatest coward is as efficient, 

gtterally speaking, as the bravest man. 
It, in^ a iand battle, men may generally 
•Itfflb if they will. * Th^re are so many op- 
^rtunkies of avoiding bodily danger, that 
a cowaicf will seldom far! to avail himself of 
^me one or other of them. From a ship 
there ir wyd^si^cn, ^m% a battle ; from 

*i trrtr^ tftfere lAay be niuch. ^or these 

[reasons i am alwlays incliDed to be more 

rK^ of vktories (I mean real ones) gained 
land, rhatt of victoi'ies gained by sea, 
Ihough iiT the sea service it often happens 
Ihar thercf are dccasfons for performing' pro.- 

itgious feats of valour. NeverihcTcss, it 

bcertafti, that, throughout the.cbiintry, the 
WWs'.of ' the viCfbry <^ ^Tamanca has beeii 
Vcfy eot^ i^cceived. It does not appear 



-r r. ^ ' — [»«t 

to ^ve excited half so nmch joy as was ex^ 
citedfby the (i^oM (not tbe>i7/in^l of the 
late prime minister Per(:ev4> at which f 
rather wonder, because, as I ha^ before 
observed, the victory u something for vi$ 
to be proud of, whatever.it may lead (o| 
and it is the more worthy, of our applausei 
as it forms such a contrast with the eventu 
of the campaigns oa the otmtinenti which 
ended at Dunkirk and the Hekhr^ Our 
army h^as here beaten a Frencb arniy^ We 
were, k may be said, grtsMly superior in 
numbers* I do not mijKi that t for we 
were not se mecb superior in numbers as t« 
prevent a French Marshal from giving u& 
battle. . Our army has beatep a Freadi 
army, and our General has beaten a French 
Marshal. We have, too, taken 7,000 meci 
prisoners of war^ witb a due propertioR of 
officers. This is, therefore, a victory,. and^ 
in a^military point of view^ something tctbe 
proud of; but, while 1 think the coun^r^ 
has received the victory rather eokUy, f 
must say, that the hired news-papecs have 
been as indiscreet on the other side^ Ta 
hear them, one wou|d think that England 
never won a victory belbre ; that this wat 
her first'^bom in the way of victories; an4 
that, in short, she was beside her sensee 

with joy upon the occasion. Reflect ioa 

should make them more moderate ; for, a& 
ter all, Marshal the Duke of Albufera hat 
sent to France at least six times as many 
prisoners as all our. generals put together 
have taken during the whole war« The. 
boastings, thereloie, should have. > somq 
bounds ; for, if we are thus to boast at the 
taking of 7,000 prisoners, what wonld five 
French be justiEed in doixig at the taking o( 
more than 100,000 prisoners in this saaoe 
war of the Pi^insula? And Wiiai woultl 
tbey be justified in doii^ at the taking i^ 
the more, perhaps, than Iwo iniHions oF 
prisoners, whom they have taken since tlie 
commencement of their revolution? Ou^ 
liired writers should think of these thing9 
in the midst of their excessive joy, or, ra-* 
ther, ^heir affectation of that joy ^ for, a9 
to any yre/f'/ig upon the subject, they, have* 
no ipore than the^ table ^ipon ^vhit^h I afB* 

writing.- There was one transaction, rc- 

. fating to the London rejoicings, which I 
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must not omit to notice in a particular man- 
ner. There (were, itappearr, numerous 
acts of violence committ<^ against persons 
y9ho did not choose to illuminate their 
houses; and this is quite decisive as to the 
real cause of the gineralitu of the illumi- 
nation. When we are told, that those who 
did not illuminate, had their houses demo- 
lished, in whole or in part, we need not be 
told what was the general motive of those 
who ^ Ulumbate. In the country, where 
there was no smashing of houses^ there 
"were no iiluminaUons, Here "are cause 
and effect as clear as day-li^ht ; and all the 
efforts of all the hired wnters in London 
will not remove them from the mind of dny 

. rational man. But, the transaction, to 

which I particularly allude, is of another 
sort : it relates to the Marquis We^lesley, 
and it is well worthy of the reader's atten- 
tion. I copy the account from the Courier 
news-paper of the 19th of August, in the 
following words : -- — " Lord fVellesley 
*^ went out on Monday Aight in a plain 
*< carriage to view ike illuminations^ and 
" near the Admiralty was recognized by 
" the people^ who proposed to draw his 
*< carriage^ which he endeavoured to dis* 
" suade them from carrying into effect y ex- 
^< cusing himself with many expressions of 
•* thanks. They suffered him to proceed 
*• towards Whitehall, but on his retifrn to 
** Charing- cross they took off his horses, 
^ and drew his carriage along the Strand^ 
♦« Fleet-street^ ilrc. to St. PUuCs^ and the 
«* Mansion-house^ and back again by the 
<* wc^ of Pall MalU St. James' s- street ^ and 
** Ficcadilltfj to jpslef -house. The carri- 
** age was followed by an immense crowd, 
** who halted frequently for the purpose of 
*< cheering the name of Lord Wellington, 
« and "of haranguing Lord Wellesley in 
^* language of warm congratulation. His 
'* Lordship repeatedly addressed the multi- 
<< tude, tie stated shortly, but with great 
<< force, the eminent services of his gallant 
^< brother in India, as well as in Europe, 
*« and the prominent features of his charac- 
^* ter, which had obtained for him the una- 
^ ulipious esteem and love of his arm/, 
<< and the applause which his countrymen 
^^ .wieffc 4}ien bestowing upon him. They 
^ might applaud him, he said, for his at- 
^ tention to the comforts and wants of his 
« men~HIS CARE OF HIS WOUND- 
«( ED — his attention to the sufferings of our 
^* allies — ^and his humanity to the enemy 
<* when subdued or captured. His Lord- 
*^ ship was interrupted with cheers that 
^ rent the skies bemeen each instance of 



" the merits of Lord WclHrigton's charac- 
<^ter. Upon these occasions, the carriage 
<^ was stopped ^i St. Paol's, the ^tanaion- 
<* house, and in the square of Somersct- 
** house. At the Mansion-house Loid 
" Wellesley apprized the crowd that the 
" Lord Mayor was a warm firicnd of Lord 
<< Wellimton, and, with the chief Officers 
« of the City, had often expressed appro- 
<^ ballon of his services, upon which they 
" cheered the Lord Mayor loadly. The 
** crowd halted at Carlion-house, and 
•« cheered the Prince Itegent most conJialfy. 
** At St. James's they stopped, and cheered 
*< his Majesty ; and Lord Wellesley haviag 
" proposed the Duke of York and the Army^ 
" Jiis Royal Highness was loudly cheered, 
*« On arriving at Apsley-house, Lord Wcl- 
" leslcy took leave by returning thanks for 
*< the gratifying marks of attention he had 
<* received ; assuring them at the same time. 
« that he had NOT THE VANITY to 
" apply them in the smallest degree TO 
♦* HIMSELF personally. Upon which they 
" shouted, ** we mean them for YOU 
*« TOO." " / receit^e them, then," said 
** Lord W. "as the mosi unequivocal 
*' proof s of public spirit—oi utiXonxs aitach" 
** menl for your Prince — of loyalty to your^ 
** King — and of love for the true inUresls 
** of your countru. I receive them as a 
** mos\ gratifying proof of your opinion, 
*• that the services of Lord Wellington j of 
" myself and of my family, have alwo^ 
** been directed to maintain the honour and 
** dignity of the Crown, arid to theprome^ 

*• lion of your best interests." Now, 

in the first place, it was an odd sort of ca- 
riosity that must have taken Lord Welles- 
ley out at such a time. To *< view iliumi- 
'' nations .'" I suppose he has a taste in 
that way. Aye; but he went out in a 
plain carriage. But, why go in any carri- 
age at all, and especially alone; for nothing 
is said ofany one being^ with him: he seems 
to have had all the cheering to himself. 
Then, what an odd whim it was in *^^ 
" people* (for they were here the people) 
to draw him first away from his home and 
then to his home ! What should they draw 
him into the city M? Why should they 
suppose, that such a jaunt would be o^ree* 
able to him? The reader, however, will 
want nothing more than the publication it- 
self to make him understand the whole of 
the transaction, from first to last. It is, 
indeed, too plain to need any thing moce 
than the bare publication of the ^Mrfwrn^ 

Since writing the above, I havct 

through the Aews-papersi received the 
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Freoch 2ccwut^ the Battle of Salamanca, 
fj^m vti^ch'ii appears,, that, the Diike of 
I^agMsa was wounded before the Battle be- 
l^v We have not, therefore, beaten a 
French Marshal: but, we have beaten his 
army. under a French Ctneral^ >and that is 

quite glory eaough. The^ Freu<:h caver 

ttie> disaster as >wiell as they ca« ; but they 
confess a difeatj a thing that is never done 
by our ministerial papers. The word de- 
£^t« as 9>pplied to us, is an usele^ part of 
our langu^e* T^is confession of 7«^ defeat 
entitles the French; accounts to the mere 
credit; and, indeed, tlieir Bulletins have aj) 
along proved, in the end, to h;ive been fa- 
tally true. The French papers also in- 
form us, that, in the (last of Spain, the 
Spaniards have, suffered a severe defeat, and 
the object of our expedition from Sicily has 

been frustrated. In a military point of 

view, therefore, the consequences of the 
victory of Salamanca do not promise to be 
great. Our army is not strong enough to 
remain long in the heart of Sp9in unsup- 
ported by any other force ; and, I aip, for , 
once, Inclined to believe the Times news- 
paper, which confesses, that that army is 
*^ surrounded by enemies^ except la its 
*^ rear," fro^ which it has swept them. 
-; — -The passage (in the Times of Aug. 25} 
in which this observation is made^ is very 
CurioAis» and;, worthy of note at this mo- 
ment : " We caniTot close this account 

^* without speaking more on the affairs con- 

V nected with this quarter of the Peninsula. 
*' General Maitland has, we hear, returned 
'' from Port Mahon to Sicily, in coqse- 
^ quence of orders conveyed to him by 
^* General Donkm. All our expectations, 
^* therefore, of an efficient diversion on the 
*' eastern coast of Spain, must, we fear, be 
*' relinquished ; and wUhoui such diversion^ 
*^ what can our gallant little armxf^ with, its 

V heraic Chiefs perform in the heart of (he 
*• count ry^ surrounded eyery where by ene* 
^' mles except in its rear^ from whence it 
\^ has itself wiped them away? With that 

V diversion, 90 much hoped for, and so con- 

V fidently expected. Lord Wellinglton would 
. ^' have ha^d the p^er of either pursuing 

Tjth^ rem^lipe of ^mont'« army (9 Bur- 

V gos, or of marching directly tp Madrid, 
" Without it, Ihe can do neither;, tor, un- 

V happily, there is no efficient army organ-^ 

V ized in Gallicia, as there ought to have 
^' been, to assist his Lordship in clearing 
' the north of Spain ; and as to our march- 
^' ing to^Madrid, Suchet is now disengaged 
*' to advance diither, and ioin Joseph 

V JJuooaparte."'— "-This sounds very much 



like what the drummers call a n^; 0at 
is to say, a little play upon the bead of the 
drum, preparatory to some regular beat; 
and, . I. should not wonder if the hireling 
wlio wrote. this was in expectation of being 
called upon to beat the retreat in a short 
time. If this should be the case, and it is 
very far .indeed from being impossible, 
what shall we ha.ve got for our 3,561 Eng- 
lish soldiers, killed, wounded, and missingT 
If our army should be compelled to retreat, 
what will havAj beea gained ? R/eally no- 
thing; .J}ut, ^a great, deal will have beea 
lost. The army will have been greatly 
weakened; it will have got farther from 
its resources ; it w)ll have encumbered it^ 
self .even with its prisoners; it may meet 
with great disasters, and it will be sure to 

sufier very much from fatigue. 1 repeat 

it^ that if this battle be foUo>ved by a. speedy 
retreat, il will have been an event most dis- 
astrous, to the war in the peninsula.*— » 
The accounts from France m^y, however, 
not be true, or, at least, not to the extent 
mentioned Jn oar news-papers* Yet^ as 
the Times iK)w confesses, it is, I believe, 
but too true,, that f' our gallant little army 
" is surrounded every where by enemies 
'' except in its rear,, from whence it has 
*' itself wiped them away;" which, if it 
me^ any thing; if it really have a mean* 
ins, means, that the whole country is in- 
habited by enemies to our army and its 
cause ; a meaning that is very clear indeed, 
but that gives the lie direct to all the past 
a^ertions of this same print, relative to 
the disposition of the people of Spain^ whom 
it has represented as holding the French 
and their cause in the utibost abhorrence ; 
as hating them and Ipving us; as ready to 
perish tp the last man rather than submit 
to French sway.— ^ — The present is an 
awkward time to make this new dbcovery; 
but, reader, it indicates a retreat; be as- 
sured, that he who wrote this paragraph 
lor the Times news-paper, has reason, or 
thinks he has reason, to believe, that the 
Battle of Salamanca will be speedily fol- 
lowed by a retrear.-: HoW often have I 

called upon the hired writers to get out of 
the dilemma in whitch they were placed by 
their assertions relative to the dtspositioa 
of the people of Spain? I have said to 
them : * You tell us, that the people of 
' Spain are wianimous in their detestation 
< of the French.; that the people of Spain are 
^ brave ; that the people of Spain are hearty 

* in oju- cause, which they know to be the 
( cause of, freedom; and that they are 

* ready to perish in tjiat cause.' Now, if 

12 
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thatt tbiap B^ not true, you are guilty of 
promulgating ulsehoeds ; and if. these 
things oe true, what an army^ what ge- 
nerals, what soldiers, must Napoleon have 
in Spaing seeing that, in spite of all the 
efforts of eleven millions of brave peopto, 
fired with haured against the French, and 
prodigal of life in (heir hostility, and in 
spite also of all ihe assistance given to those 
ekvea millions of people by an English 
army and an English fleet, the French still 
keep possession of the Capital of Spain, 
and of the far greater part of the pro- 
vinces! — They never have answered me. 
They have never attempted to get out of 
this dilemma. But now, the Times news- 
paper confesses, that our army, in. the 
heart of Spain, is surfcunded wUh ene- 

mies. Wonderful as this fact may seem 

to some persons, I believe it most fuUy. 
Sir John Moore found enemies in Spain ; 
and, I have never yet heard any one of- 
our generals say, in any official paper, that 
he found i9any friends there. fVt wonder, 
or, at least, most of us do, thai there 
should be found upon the' whole earth, any 
human creature not to abhor the French, 
and particularly the Emperor Napoleon. 
Some in this country hate him because they 
fear that his power may finally overset, de- 
grade and ruin them ; while others, having 
UD means of judging themselves, believe 
what they are told respecting htm, and, 
of course, look upon him as a being some^ 
wliat like the Devil, and not to bate whom 
wouk) be ima>oral in the highest degree. 

-^ B»t, the people of other countries 

have other grounds whereon to form their 
judgment, and their consequent liking or 
disl iking of N apoleon. We/eW nothing of 
him. We judge from mere report. Some 
of them feel, and they judge and act upon 

that feeling. The peopk of Spain, for 

instance, have felt and vet feeling the con- 
sequences of Napoleon's takioe possession 
and assuming the sovereignty ot their coun- 
try. Amongst those consequences has been 
the abolition of the Jn^uisiti^t^ a thing 
which we, from the cradle^ have been 
taught to hold in utter detestation. The 
people of Spain have also been freed from 
the burden of maintainiug inncuDerable 
swarms of monks and fheir like^ much 
more destructive to the country than the 
locusts ever are to any of the countries they 
visit with their depredations. Many of the 
great landholders have fled, and of neces- 
sity their lands fall tothe.lot of menmrho 
before possessed little, or nene^ of the soil. 
The estates of ihe meAastcriesi forming,. 



perhaps, a good third part of the coimtiy, 
must have been divided and sold. The 
dikes are no longer paid, or yielded in 
kind ; and, in short, the fruit of the eaith^ 
which was before taken in so great a part 
for the use of those who did net labour, 
now jiecessarily finds its way info the 
mouths or the pockets of those who do 

labour. Whether this change be right ; 

whether it ought to^ have been made ; whe- 
ther the people be or be not guilty of sin m 
liking such a change, and in being glad it 
getting rid of various other burdens ; whe- 
ther they ought to like the French for be- ' 
ing the cause of this chai^, or ought lo 
hate them for it : these questions I do not 
pretend to aa^wer; but, I humblv beg 
leave to think, that they do not dbhke the 
French for having prodoced this chaage, 
and that the real cause of our army being 
surrounded by enemies in Spain, is, that 
the people of Spain Jook upon tis as hostile 

to the change that has taken place. 

We say, and, perhaps, with some little 
reason, that if Napoleon get safe and quiet 
possession of Spain, he will have in hi^ 
bands the means of doing us mortal mis- 
chief ; that Ireland will theA be exposed to 
his attacks; and that, in short, our4mfe- 
pendence will be in jeopardy. This is si 
very good reason for our wishing to dn\x 
Napoleon out of Spain ; but, with aU sob-' 
mission to the dust of Mr. t^erceval, it h 
no reason whatever for ike pe&pie of Spain 
to wish to drive him out. We wish to 
drive him out, because his being in would 
be injurious lo us / and, as soon as we 
can convince the people of Spain that they 
are now worse 0jf than they were belbrei 
they too will wish to drtv* him out ; bat, 
imtil soch conviction be produced in thehr 
minds, we may be well assured, that (hejr 
will not be very lealous in oar cause; or 
in the cause of any body whose object 'n is 
to effect a counter-revolution.^-^— It is not, 
as I have often said ; it is not the sword 
which will decide the fate of Europe. It fs 
a morml cause thai is at work. There is a 
change in the mind of man. He will no 
longer be what he ha$ been. S|>ahi will 
never Submit to her old government, or to 
any thing nearly resembling >*t ; While her 
cokmics are openly employed in forming 
governments K>r thehiselves, foimded on 
the very principles upon which the Ame- 
ricans and French made dieir revohitions. 
and which principles, hideed, weiie 6i 
English origin t tht principles of repre- 
senlaib/e ge¥erkmint^ which nm throng 
the whole of our ancient kcws| writfCBand 
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mwritten. Wbcn, tbcrefore, I h^ar 

jDen talk, whto I hear the half-witted 
seuU, who write our hired news-papers, 
talk of a 6aUU decidiofi; the fate of Spain, or 
of Portugal, or of Poland, or of Sicily, &c., 
it really sounds to me like the babble of 
little children talking of the business of 
manhood* Not fifty of their battles of Sa- 
lamanca would arrest the progress of the 
haman mind for a single month. The 
marchings and other operations of Napo- 
leon's armies are the eflfects, not the caxises, 
o£ the revolutioos that are going on in Eu- 
rope; and, ir is owing to o»jr regarding 
tbem as causes and not eflfects, that we and 
all our royal allies have failed in our en- 
deavours to impede their progress. When 
we shall perceive our error time alone can 
tdJ. 

Peace with France. As to the^<?- 

lUical consequences of the battle of Sala- 
manca, the more I reflect on the subject, 
die more lirm is my conviction, that, if 
negociations for peace, or, at least, an 
effinr on our part to treat, be not the con- 
sequence of the victory, no good whatever, 

iMJt much harm, will arise from it. 1 

see it announced, that the Vuie D* Art' 
gouleme has obtained our Regent's permis- 
sion lo serve as a volunteer in our army in 
the Peninsula, a circumstance which cor- 
Toboratet my apprehension of a design to 
revive the clahn of the Bourbons in France ; 
a design, which, if seriously entertained, 
would be, in my opinion, well cakulated 
4o excite alarm in the people of this coun- 
try. There are persons, I know, and I 

know it because I see their sentiments ex- 
pressed in the corrupt news-papers ; there 
are persons, who believe that it will 
NEVER ble safe for the government of this 
country, as now constituted, to make peace 
with Napoleon. These persons think, and 
tbey say so, that, if he be left Emperor uf 
f raace and King of Italy at a peace, no 
old government can long stand. Coming 
more closely to the point, they say, in 
substance, that it is as well for this govern- 
meai to perish in an endeavour to overset 
Napoleon as to make peace with him ; be- 
cause certain destruction to it follows the 

latter. The war against republican 

France had a similar foundation. It was 
then said, that, to be sure, aristocracy 
and monarchy and ecclesiastical power 
night be defeated in the war against re- 
publicanism ; but, that that was no argu- 
jBent against the war ; because, they were 
4mr0 to be oYerset by peace with the repub- 



lic of Trance. -Whether thb way of 

reasoning was then right or wrong I will 
leave the history of the last twenty years to 
say; but, it is odd Enough, that rherfe 
should be piersons to use the same sort qf 
arguments now, and as applied to what 
they call ** a military despollsm" in France. 
They were, in 179^, afraid of the example 
of the French ; they were afraid of the ex- 
ample ot '' rebublicans and itvellers ^ 
they were afraia of. the coniasion of anar" 
chy ; and, they are now alraid of they 
know not what; for it is impossible, quite 
impossible, ttrat they should be afraid that 
the existence 6f *• a milUary despolissn^* 
in France should prove an incitement fo 
the people of England to pifrsue the French 
example. This is impossible. There Is^ 
therefore, now no contagion to be appre- 
hended, unless it be the contagion of that 
** military despotism," whioi, we are 
told, exists in France, and which example 
it is always in the power of our government 
not to follow. We are continually told by 
the hired writers, that the government of 
Napoleon is a cruel despotism ; that the 
people abhor (as people ought to abhor) 
the despotism and the despot; that they 
would fain revolt against him, put, him 
down, and restore their old government. 
If this be so, then, what iiave our esta- 
blishments to fear from an intercourse and ' 
communication between the people of the 
two countries? If this be really so, our 
government and all its establishments must 
gain solidity by a peace; because peace 
could not fail to produce a great intercourse 
between the two nations. The French, by 
being able to come hither, would have op- 
portunities of witnessing our state of bless- 
edness, and of comparing it with that state 
of misery in which we are told they are ; 
and the English, by being able to go to 
France, would have like opportunities of 
witnessing the state of the people there, 
compared with our own state. In short, 
proof of the facts would supplant hearsay. 
The people of both countries would soon 
know the truth; and, therefore, if the 
facts be as we are told ; if the govenmient 
of France be a despotism and the people in 
the deepest misery, I repeat, that peace, 
so far from being big with danger to our 
government and establishments, is the very 
thing of all others to render them secure 

for ever. For these reasons, it is to me 

astonishing, that any one person should be 
found in England, who calls himself the 
friend o( the government, and who, at 
the same time, expresses his disinclination 
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to a peace 'with France. It seems to me, 
that, if what we are told, relative to the 
state of France, be true, that the friends 
of our government ought to be the most 
strenuous advocates for peace with Napo- 
leon ; but, it is very certain that they are 
not; so that we are constrained to believe, 
that these gentlemen are not quite sincere, 
and that they do not believe France to be in 
so bad a state as they say she is ; or, that 
they are not, at bottom, the friends of our 

government. The intelligence which is 

now giv^n us from the North of Europe 
places Napoleon in a state of defeat and of 
iiqnger, Thb, therefore, is the time for 
us to offer him terms of peace. Indeed, it 
is so obviously the time, that if the offer 
be not now made, I shall, for my part, 
never expect to see peace made with him by 
our government. If this be not the proper 
time to make the offer, I do not see, and I 
cannot imagine the combination of circum- 
stances that would render au offer of the 
kind proper. He is, or, at least, so we 
are told^ beaten in the North, his armies 
are beaten in Spain, his people are ready 
to rise against him, and his army desert 
from him by tens of thousands at a time. 
All this is asserted, and asserted iu the 
most positive manner, in our news-papers ; 
and, if it be true, when can we expect 
such another occasion for offering him terms 
of peace? If it bt false ^ indeed, that 
afters the case; but, this is what I say: 
cither the people of England are told most 
atrocious falsehoods respecting the war and 
the situation of the Emperor Napoleon, or 
this is the time for our govevument to offer 
him terms of peace. 

American States. :At last, then, 

vit have a war with these States, in due 
form. The documents, which I subjoin 
to this Summary, will show, that Letters 
of Marque have been issued, and that every 
other measure is now taken to cause the 
state of war between the two countries to 
be complete. Whether those, who so 
long dispelieved in war with America, will 
now believe in it, I shall not pretend to 
say. I question if they will till they hear 
of the capture of Canada ; and even then 
they will, perhaps, say it "** is mere blus- 

•* ter," War there now is, however, 

and war, unless we yield the point of im- 
pressing people oiit of American ships at 
sea, there will be ; or, at least, that is my 
decided opinion* I do not say, that a 
pause ^ in the shape of an armistice, might 
not take place, in order to give time to 



discuss the remaining p6i6ts of difference; 
but, my judgment gteatly deceives me, 
unless tliat point be insisted upon« Ame^ 
rica knows our situation well. She is well 
acquainted with our commercial distresses. 
She knows how necessary her food is f^ 
Portugal, Spain, and our armies ; and sbie 
will make sure of accomplishing her object 
in a short space of time.— — I am, besides, 
of opinion, that it is impossible for her go- 
vernment to view with indifference our 
ascendency in the Councils of Old Spain, 
supposing the Napoleons to be driven om* 
of that Country. With 'Our naval power^ 
aiid with the Spanish ^cdfonies u'tkler oiir 
control, America must be in continual 
uneasiness. She will not, and she cannot, 
leave this matter out of her views of the 
necessity of war. I should, therefore, if I 
were the minister of this country, be pre- 
pared for a frank declaration upon the ^iib* 
ject of Spanish affairs. I would disavow 
any intention to hold the colonies to the 
mother country. I would, at once, ac- 
knowledge the independence of the Carac- 
cas, as Napoleon will, we may be well 
assured. It must be of the greatest im- 
portance to the American States to see her 
neighbours freed from European authority. 
Such an event would con trioute not less to 
her safety than her riches. Indeed, she 
manifestly lakes great interest in the changes 
going on in South America; and, now 
that she lias arms id her hadds, sh^ will 
not, I dare say, fail to endeavour to give 
effect to her desires. rOur hireling news- 

Capers, which, sometime back, v^ere so 
old upon the subject of America, have 
marvellously changed their tone. They 
now talk of nothing but peace and friend- 
ship with that Mr. Madison, who, only 
nine months, nay, six months, ago, was 
the object, of their most contemptuous 
sneers. They. have now found out, that 
freemen, though they do not rush headlong 
into war, will, in Some cases, take up 
arms and use them too. 

Canada. In the meanwhile the pre- 
parations for the defence of Canada do noC 
seem to be making wi^h any very great 
degree of zeal, on the part of the people* 
Indeed, it seems that ju^t the d)ntrary is 
the case ; and that riots and insurrections 
are made against those who attempt to 
force the people to take up arms in defence 
of the province. I do not choose to state 
this without inserting, from the Courier 
news-paper of the 25th of August instant, 
the account of the disturbance that I more 
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l^artio^dyr allude to. The account, as 
the reader will see, is dated at Montreal^ 
and Moutreal is the Capital of Upper Ca- 
nada, bordering upon (he American Sialesl 
and the inhabitants of which province are 
bqC nearly so much French as those of the 

prpvince of Lower Canada. ** Mon- 

** ireali July 4. This city has been for a 
'* few days past in a state of agitation, oc- 
*' casiooed by an event which has taken 
*^ place at Pointe Claire ; and as this mat- 
*' ter will be clothed, no doubt, in ill the 
*^ dress of misrepresentation by our neigh- 
^' bouring .enemies^ from the information 
** they may receive of it, we consider it, a 
** duly we owe to^the community at large 
'* in this country, to state the circum- 
** stances as they occurred in a fair ^ open^ 

** and candid manner. By the late Mi- 

*' Jjtia Law, 2,000 young men are to be 
'* drafted from the general Militia of the 
^* province for three months, to be properly 
'* trained, and of course, a certain pro- 
'^ portion of this number is to be furnished 
*' py each particular district. Some of 
'^ those drafted from the parish of Pointe 
'' Claire re/used to march to Laprairie, for 
^^ the purpose of joining the division sta- 
** tioned there; in consequence of which, 
^' Major Leprobon, belonging to this par- 
'* ticular battalion, was sent on Tuesday 
^* last, with 2i attendants, to apprehend 

* * these refractory persons as deserters. 

*^ They appceheuQe4 fpur with so^e oppo^ 
'^sition; ana on their viray to town with 
'^.them, they were followed by a consi- 
'* derable number of persons, who rescued 
''one prisoner, and threatened that they 
** would next dav proceed to the depot at 
'' Laprairie, and bring away by force from 
'' thence the young men of that parish 
V who were there on duty* Accordingly, 
** on Wednesday, a large body of these 
^' people assembled at La Chine^ with the 
'^ intention of carrying their threats into 

** execution. Thos. M*Gord, Esq. otae 

*^ of the Police Magistrates, about four 
** o'clock in the afternoon, left town, 
<< accompanied by the light infantry of 
** the 49th raiment, and a detachment 
*• of the Royal Artillery, with two field- 
** pieces, under the command of Major 
** Plcndeckiiih, and took post qa a ppint 
** opposite to the insurgents (consist- 
'* ing of about 400 persons, 80 of whom 
<< appeared to be.armed) and at the dis- 
** tance of about two acres. Mr. M'Cord, 
<< with some other respectable citizens, 
*^ poiQted out the impropriety of their con- 
<< duct, aadtbrfite that^woidd unfortu- 



" natcly await their perseverance ; urgin 
" them by every persuasion to disperse an 
" return peaceably to their homes and obey ' 

" the law. They replied, that they did ' 

*' not consider the Militia Bill as fully' 
" passed — that they were informed it had ' 
*' not received the Royal sanction ; and that ' 
^* altliough it might have passed the House' 
'' of Assembly, where it originated, it had' 
*' not obtained the approbation of the other' 
^^ branches of the Legislature ; that the law, ' 
'* if really enacted, had not been promul-' 
^^ gated amongst them, and that they were 
^' not properly qpade acquainted with it ; as ' 
'^ such, they could not pay obedience to it*' 

*' Under this f^ilse and unfortunate' 

** impression, I these deluded people per* 
** s'isted; but at the same time declared,' 
" witb shouts of Five le Roi^ that if the ' 
*' Government wanted their services at any 
" time, they were ready, one and all, to^ 
" come forward with their lives in the dc- 
*^ fence of their country, and that they 
** would prove themselves in the hour of 
'* danger to be faithful subjects of a Go«* 
" vemment to which they were firmly at-' 
" tached by every principle.-^— Finding, ' 
" however, that they still persisted in their 
'' determination on this particular object, 
*' Mr. M'Cord, in his magisterial capa<iity,' 
<^ read the Riot Act to thetti, and ordered 
" them to disperse; which not being com* 
" plied with, a round of shot was fired by' 
** the artillery, but elevated al>ove injury,' 
" which was returned by the insurgents in 
<* a spirited fire with ball, deserving of a' 
<< beuer cause. The troops then fired a' 
<^ volley with ball and grape, but still too' 
*^ much elevated to do any harm, which' 
** was also returned by another discharge' 
^* from the mob, upon which a few direct* 
,*' ed shots were fired at them (it teing 
<' nearly dark) by the military, which made 
** them disperse, and one man was found 
<* killed and another wounded, it is feared 

*' mortally. A straggling fire continued' 

«* for a few minutes; and underfcover of 
<* thehight and the woods, they retreated. 
*< Three prisoners were sent to town in the 
'* evening, in charge of some citizens wIk^ 
^< volunteered for the purpose. The troops 
<* lay qpon their arms all night, and none 
<< of the Jnsturgeats were to be found the 

*< next morning. Much praise is due t(^ 

<< Major Plenderleath, Capuin 'Williams, 
<< and the officers and men of their detach* 
** ment, for their cool and determined,. 
<* but humane conduct, in sparing the 
<Hives of their deluded fellow-subjects^ oik 
« this occasion ; and many of these i^&for^ 
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^^ Umate men aclQpwkdge the humane^for- 
«^ bearancc. evinced by the pailitary, thai 
*' otherwise would iiave been fatal to .most 

♦^ of theo). On Thursday morning strong 

*' detachmeifrts from the three town batta- 
^* lions of Militia, /o/mi«g ab4ful 450 menj 
H marched to -La Chine, and from thence, 
^^ accompanied by the military, proceeded 
^^ to the village of PoinU Claire^ where 
^^ ihey hdted that night, and in the mom- 
** ing marched from thence, in the rear of 
♦(the island, and through St. Laurcanl, and 
♦* yesterday arrived in town about four 
*< o'clock io the afternoon, bringing with 
*' them Lwenijf-fmr prlsontrs^ who with 
*( ten sent to town on Thursday, and the 
^[ tbree already mentioned, of the preceding 
** (evening, make in all thirty-sev^n. These 
♦^ misguided men are now undergoing their 
♦^ exuuiinatton before several of the town 
♦^ Magistrates at the Court-house* J^ony 
<( more prisoners might have been brought 
♦f to town as strongly suspected, but were 
** released on their promise to come and 
^ implore the pardop of his £xcell^ncy the 
*^ Governor, who is now here, and which 
^^ they did this morning to (he number qJ 
♦* ihrtt or Jour kunditd. His Excellency 
**> expostulated with them as a father, and 
^ poimed i»ut to them the cjsMEiger of their 
*^ situation in a style truly honourable to 
^^ his own feeHngs, ^suring them of his 
*i fidrgiveuess on delivering up those who 
♦< had been the promoters pf. the insurref- 
*\ tion, if Vo be found, and the Militia de* 
^\ serters of th^ir district, which they most 
<* clieerfMlJy agreed to,- — J), is View, 
*' iUlornej/^ and PAPtNfiAV^ jnn, aUorj^^ 
«< both of Montreal, and Hembirs of ifie 
** HouH nf Assembly (it is said) were the 
<^ chief pronxHers and iogtigators in these 

** lawless prooeediogs*" Now mind, 

this account sets out with premising a Jair^ 
open^ and cgndid avowal pf all that took 
lace ; and it calls these two gentlemen 
M Miomeys;'* but it should have add(»d, 
t|kat,.in^all the States and Provinces in 
North America, the same peraons are* at 
opce, aliot neys and barristers i tha there is 
- no distinction between the two professions ; 
and that, all the Jud^gea, ChaMellors, and 
every one who has cv«r practised /A# law^ 
in those countries, may, in this numoer, be 
called atlorntys* Mr* John Adams, who 
viU President of the United States, may, 
in the same way, be called en Miorm^j 
Ai any ratei it appears, that the two chufif 
promoters,, or, rather, two of the chief pro-* 
moters of the disalTectiou to the service, 
wei-e Mmbers qf Uu House qf JsHmi^ i 



that is to say, legisl^iori, or lav wUktrs ; 
and, therefore, the matter is not so alight as 
it is attempted to make us believe. If a 
man or two had refused to join, and bad 
been compelled to do so, it might have af» 
forded little to talk of; but, we here sfee 
hxmdreds of the armed inhabi tarns assem« 
bled to defend certain persoiis from being 
forced inlo Uu mil'Uia ! We see the regu- 
lar army called out and marched against the 
people, to compel them to take up arms in 
defence of their country. These facts speak 
a clear language, and they are not to be 
silenced. Tl^re is no biding these facts 
even from .the people of Sngland. Moth 
is hidden from them* b<*t facts like thcte, 
and ^ near to the seat of a press reafiy 
free^ are not to be hidden. They cone 
toodi^ured; they are not the same that 
they vi'ere at Montreal ; they are disguised; 
but they cannot be wholly kept from view; 
and, to know the whole extent of them, we 
have only to get a single glimpse. The 
Americans, lioweverj have them with all 
their circumstaiices ; and, in considering' 
them, they will not forget the Envoy Ex- 
traordinary of Sir James Craig; ihey will 
not forget Captain Henry !-^ — This u a 
piece of intelligence of much greater im- 
portance than the recent intelligence from 
Salamanca ; though not a word, not a single 
word, is said about it in tlic London news- 
papers* It is published^ indeed; but the 
editors beptow not a.word upon it. They 
are still loo much tngas^ed with the victory 
of Salamanca, and with cuuiug jokes upon 
the poor fallen Buonaparte. — --They for- 
get, that if Canada were lost, what a sen- 
sation it would produce, and that twenty 
Kittles of Salamanea would not wipe away 
the disgrace. They forget, too, that the 
intelligence is nothing abort of thai of a 
greai b^dy of Ike people assemblings eu^med^ 
to pref^emi young men from being forced imto 
the militia. Have they heard of any tUag 
of this sort in France, or in any of the de- 
minions of Napoloon? Jf they were to 
hear of such a thing, would they not pio- 
notmcehim lost? 

Wm. cobbett, 

Botleyf Uth4ugust^ IS\2. 



RE-ESTABLISHMENT OF THE 
KINGDOM OF POLAND. 

Seporl of the V iel.^tVar saw ^ July U 
Out oeuntry bcf ins at last to emcrre 
front Us. mint. PoTand int>etf>hltnhJ« 
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A Gmefdi piet hat beep a^mblcd at 
Warsaw, and' in the Sitting of the 23d of 
Jtvie, a QomuHtitt made the followiof Re- 
port: 

' GcotleBieoi — Ifever there existed among 
iiaeB an ta^portant commisfion, or if ever 
ther^ wag an hooourable tasl; assicned them, 
1^ ii» Without deulH, that which we bgve 
received froai yoiq. If ever a work direct- 
ed to the fviiid and to the heart, nil thajt is 
c^dcolated to rouse 4he ope or influeace the 
qtber, it is certainly that to which vou have 
directed our attention. — -PJaoed, by a 
q»|ic««rse of prddjgieii, at the close of the 
diaajai in which bur country perished » be- 
twmwB tlie fu rm^fU cradle of one part of 
tbH ^uae country, apd the tomb itUI open 
of ibe other'*-*tb6 picture which we have 
to preiCOt 4o you, the aocents in wi&tch we 
sboidd address you, (o be faithAil, ought to 
participate ia th^ awful mixture el Life and 
Death. They ought, at the same time, to 
convey hope and coasolatiou to the hearts of 
tjie viaims, ^d terror to those of their 
Oppressors^ But that is not enough; it is 
fit that there should be placed in your hand, 
cbe, thread which is to conduct you towards 
the issue of the iabyriiith of misfortune, 
into which you have heen made to wander 
wiof half a century* Your iootsteps 
ipufti be firmly placed in the ^ew path, 
which circumstances Uy open before you. 
T" ■ S uch is the cxtcui of the relations, 
H«i4^r wHkb your ^ommHtde has viewed 
she labour you have committed to its charge. 
Tbe Committee has fiBlt, that they had to 
^pjpear before Europe, as well as before 
}fOU ; before ages to come, as well as before 
tJm present generation ; before nations, as 
well .as before Sovereigns ; they have said 
t0 themselves, above all, that they spoke 
before thegreaemof Sovereigns, and be- 
i>re thor owa great Nation. They have 
iflt all the sanctity of your cause, the mag- 
miude of us results; and more sustained 
durn lerriied by those powerful motives, 
tbey ooede to lay at the feet of this Senaite, 
a work, of which they wish to make an of- 
itrmg to the Country, in the persons of 
those, ia whom it has placed its confidence 
and its bope*---^-For a long time there had 
existed ia the eetitre of Europe a celebrated 
natioo, misiress^f an extensive asd iertile 
teorritory, renowned Car the double fame of 
arcs aad anas, deknding Cor ages the bar- 
riei^ of Europe with an unwearied arm 
agamec the barbarians who raged round iu 
bonders, and by a feature of character as 
henourafaie-as peculiar, never using its mi- 
Utarf greataesf to attempt against its neighi- 



hours tbose acts which violsoioe has often 
coloured with (he pretext of right. A au^ 
merous population flourished on this soil : 
the liberality of nature amwered to (heir la- 
bpurp. The Monarchy of.tbe land had 
often fakeo their pl^ce in hi^ory, beside 
tluKse who have mou honoured the Supreme 
Sank; the dignity of sittii^g on her ihroAe 
was solicited on. all sides; and, if casi«al 
disseosioos broke Ibrtb jo her own bosom, 
the clouds obscured only her owo horizottf 
and did not go forth to spread the $torm 
afar. Gentlemen, this land was Polsmd^ 
this people was yourselves ; and what t^^m 
are. you? In vain pur eyes look round oa 
that assemblage whose reunion was onc« the 
source of our glory. Alas! those whom 
we now see only remind us of those whom 
we ought to see ; and the iieeble good which 
we have been permitted to enjoy, only im- 
presses too strongly on us the loss which w/e 
have sustained. But how has this dissever* 
ing of our country been wrought ? How 
has this great family, which even in all its 
divisions never separated, — whicli retaiaed 
its union even through ages of dissensions, 
— how has this powerful family looked on, 
and sufiered itself to be torn asunder? 
What have been its crimes? What iie 
Judges ? What the right by which it has 
been attackied, invaded, blotted out from 
tbe list of states and people? Whence 
have come its oppressors and its chains? 
The indignant universe will answer you for 
lis. Every state, ovei^ people, will tell 
you, that it thought it saw its tomb open* 
ing beside lYm of Poland. In the daiiqg 
profanation of those laws on which all fi>rma 
of society et{ually depend, in the insolent 
contempt with which they were trampled 
on to ruin us^ the world might well think 
that it was to be given up to the sole em^- 
pire of interesu, and that those were to bo 
its only masters for the time to come, Eu- 
rope, terrified, and threatened, pointed out 
above all to your just resentment that power 
which, in crushing you, only prepared to 
press upon her with a new impetus. We 
must not doubt it ; it is Russia which has 
been the author of aU our evils. Not con- 
tmit with the possession of a quarter of thfi 
globe, the workl itself would scarcely >avo 
been large enough for her thirst of domi« 
nion. For a century she had been advanc- 
ing with the stride of a giant towards coun-f 
tries that had scao^eely lieard her very name« 
With Peter the 1st the veil was raised, be- 
hind which an immense empire was form'* 
inff, and where every thing excited the inv 
hahitams to reiww on Europe the devasn 
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tatkig iii^rsions of their forefathers* This 
new display ought to hive frozen Europe 
with terror, and made her seek, in her 
strongest precaution, the means of meet- 
ing this new danger: she ought to have 
shut her ports against the ambitious Prince 
who came to initiate himself in all the se- 
crets of her arts, only, with them, to arm 
herasainst the hands of his ferocious and 
sUTish people ; and when Pultowa seemed 
only to have decided between Charles and 
Peter, Europe was conquered almost at the 
same moment with Sweden* Poland in- 
stantly felt the efiects of this aggrandize- 
ment of the Russian power. Placed ^on the 
b^ers of its territory, she felt its first as 
she has felt its last blows. Who can enu- 
merate them from 1717, when she tried 
her first influence by tampering with the 
Polish army? From that ^ra what mo- 
ment has been exempt from her influence 
and her outrages ? In the first insunce she 
interfered with that liberty of choice which 
had always fixed the Sovereigns of our 
country , she practised against the rights, 
of which the Nation had always exhibited 
Ibe keenest jealousy. In a short time our 
richest inheritances were the reward of the 
favourites of our Sovereigns ; our children, 
dragged into her armies, were forced to shed 
th^ blood which none but Russians should 
have poured ; our harvests were gathered 
for her soldiers; every new war saw the 
Rtisstan standards floating «ver the plains 
of Poland ; it was by trampling the Polish 
soil that the Russian "^wer approached 
gradually the body of Europe, over which 

it aspired to have the sole dominion. If 

this crafty power ever united itself with Po- 
land, it was to impose on her as in 1764, 
that fatal guarantee, which connected the 
integrity of our frontier with the perpetual 
existence of anarchy, to make of that anar- 
chy an instrument of its ambition. The 
world know what their conduct has been 
since that fatal era. It is since that time 
that from division to division, Poland has at 
length totally disappeared, without guilt as 
witJiout revenge. It is since that time that 
the Poles have heard with inward indigna- 
tion the insulting language of the Repnins, 
of the Sivers, whom they have seen laying 
an* audacious hand on the reins 4>f Govern- 
ment. It is since that time that an hundred 
times the Russian soldier has been bathed 
in the blood of their coumrymen, as a pre- 
lude to that day, for ever accursed, (do we 
req^i^e to have it brought to our memories ?J 
when in the midst of the boastings of an 
ahwid CQDquerar» Wiursaw heard the cry 



of the population of Praga^ which was at 
last extinguished in blood and flames. Men 
of Poland— for the time is come to make 
that name ring in your cars ; a name whirii 
is your own, which you ought never to have 
given up, see here the detestable means 
by which Russia has arrived at the posses- 
sion of your finest provinces ; see hifre the 
titles, the only titles, which she can assert 
over you. Force has chained you; force 
^n break the chains which it has forged^ 
and they shall be broken. What! cia 
you doub} it when you look at what is pass- 
ing on every side of you? Look J see if, 
of 7^\ that caused your nun, a single feature 
retpains! In the immense change which 
draws the world in its current, what do ymr 
find to remind you of the ancient dangers of 
your country? Instead of the jealousy of 
the great powers whidiiftirtured in Europe 
an anarchy like that which tore your own 
bosom, a single spirit seems to animate tbe 
entire, your plains are covered nVith stand-' 
ards astonished at their new fraternity. 
Instead of neighbours eager for your spoilr 
and accomplices in your ruin, all have 
united their arms to your's — instead of 
those shadows of armies which the entire of 
your early territory once scarcely fumished| 
numerous legions springing up as if by en- 
chantment, from a corner of the same soil, 
glittering in the splendour of recent victory, 
formed in the school of the greatest of ail 
Captains, by tlie exan»ple of the greatest, of 
all armies, threaten your spoilers with their 
sabres of steel, raised from the same toil 
from which themselves have risen, and* 
bum to hear the hour of vengeance strike. 
Instead of the feeble help which Fraaor 
once gave to the necessities of Poland, she 
now gives her whole vigour. France and 
Poland have always been friends — love has 
always been returned by love. The first 
complete use which Poland made of her 
liberty of election was, to call a Prince of 
the blood of France to the Throne. It was 
to France that Gasimir looked for consola- 
tion in his sufierings on the Polish throne, 
— it was in France that Stanislaus realised 
the benevolent projects which he had destin- 
ed for Poland. It is with nations as with 
men, the sympathies of interest form the 
most indissoluble bonds. But those tiea 
were strongest between France and Poland. 
Those powers were necessary to each other. 
What do we say ? Poland waa necessary- 
to Europe. She was necessary as a barrier 
against those hordes of half-refined barba- 
rians who had always the strongest tempta- 
tion to lay waste aiid to conquer the aoftcr 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



S77)' 



AUGUST M, lSi%.^£ing4om 0/ J^and. 



[vrt 



cliftiates of the South, llitir atcefnpu and 
invasions were ' becoming worthy of com- 
bined European policy to defeat. Within 
the last fifty years, Russia had deluged the 
South of Europe with her armies. The 
T^rkbh crescent ^as half broken ; Frede- 
rick himself cannot defend his capital. In 
those later times, It|ily has received them 
with horror among her smiling plains, and 
in vain invoked a new Marius. Who could 
believe it, the cries of the Scythian Savage 
were heard round the tomb of the Mantuan 
Swan? In theit' daring impftidence, thou* 
sands of those itlav^, mowed dowh by the 
aabres of Frenchmen, came to fatten witii 
tbcir blood the free soil of 9wit2erland. ft 
required the arm of an Hero to stop at Aujh 
terlitz the progress of their battalions ; at a 
still more recent time, the arm of the same 
Hero was required to throw them back into 
their native forests. Those dangers have at 
length taught the nature and the necessity of 
their remedy ; and that Prince, whose caU 
cohMions embrace the future with as much 
laeility.as the present — the founder of a vast 
empire — has not been wanting to give it 
soHdity. He knows that there must be a 
barrier, eternal and impenetrable, against 
the invasions of ignorance and barbarism. 
He knows that there must be a frontier, 
which will separate policied nations from 
savage; that it must be fenced with iron 
and the sword. He knows that the people, 
ptecM f» &« advajHeeid guard ef Europe, 
must have all tfie strength adequate to iie- 
^nire its repose. Thus, if once all things 
-conspired our ruin, all thmgs now unite for 
our restoration. Poland shall exist at last. 
-At last ! she exists^now, or ratlier she has 
never ceased to exist. What have the per- 
fidy, the plots, the outrages under which she 
sonk^ to do with her rights? Yes, we are 
Poland, and we are so by all the rights 
which we have from nature, from the laws 
of society, from our forefathers, from all 
those consecrated titles which the human 
race have established. And not we only, 
but those vast countries which look up to 
us for their 'liberation. Our country, like 
a fond parent, always holds open her arms 
for the return of her children, and all its 
Members have at all times the right to re- 
turn to the family from which they were 
torn. Polanders, you shall not be long 
withheld from the joyful acclamation, that 
the kinzdom of Poland, and the existence 
of the body of the Polish territory, is rc- 
• established. Bui to give this movement an 
irresistible force, let us interrogate the his- 
tory of our ancestors, — let us inquire winit 



the ardent love of their country sugsesfedy 
•^let us onk^ avoid the dangers which have 
itpriifoA so many confederations of the ef« 
fiects which they ought to have produced. 
Their experience must not be lost upon us* 
We n£iast impress on our Confederations 
character of the 'strictest union, — we mtist 
make it a central point, round which to ga- 
ther without confusion, or without requir* 
ing more than to knew what is to be done 
when we have assembled. Then what force 
of man con stop the unanimous moveqienC 
of a great people,— ^he forward spring of x 
people recovering its ancient existence, and 
which, to secure it more fully, forgets all its 
past sufierbgs, and offers itself to lly from 
sacrifices to sacrifices? Oh! happiest of 
days, day of triumph and rejoicing ; before 
thee disappear all the days which ought to 
be blotted from our history, and the me* 
mory of roan. Among all days, this day 
shall be renowned. — The descendants ojf 
the Piasts and the Jagellons may yet bear 
the name before which the tyrants that op- 
pressed them have grown pale. Now Si- 
gismonds and new Sobieskis will arise ; and 
the world shall learn, that to produce the 
fruit of all the nobler virtues, the soil fd 
Poland has only to be tilled by the hands of 
freemen. And you, venerable citizen (the 
Count Czartoriski appointed Grand Mar^ 
shal of the Diet), who for near a century of 
virtue have yielded to the wishes of your 
felk>w-citizens i# preside over the most sin*^ 
prising scene of their history, how tender 
and touching a lesson does the reward of 
your intesrity this day offer ; placed, if we 
may use the expression,' at the two extremes 
of the life of your country, you will have 
assisted at the twilight of its first life, and 
the dawn of its second ; you will have seen 
it sink into the tomb, and rise in the purity 
of resurrection. It is to accomplish the 
generous resolution for the liberty of Po* 
land, that your Committee has the honour 
of presenting the Act of the following Con- 
federation : — 

Act of the General Confederation of Poland, 

We, the undersigned, composing theCe^ 
neral Diet, assembled at Warsaw, feel the 
moment that in which every thing around 
excites our admiration, and pervades our 
hearts with ardent patriotism. We fed 
our nation called upon to make the most 
energetic exertions, that the ^tA of the 
world are fixed upon us, and that posterity | 
in judging of our conduct, vriil either bless 
or execrate our memories. Being desireiii 
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of seriously cantemplatiog our actiul rela- 
tions, we have appointed a Committee lo 
c^sider of^ and report touschose rfebtiobs; 
thus wishing to profit by ail those means 
Heaven has dispensed to us, in order to ar- 
riv& at the object of our desires:. Our ef- 
fort is completed ; in the Report of our 
Committees ar« portrayed those sentiments 
nrhkh animate us, and at the same time, 
ihe line of conduct is pointed out which we 
should fpUow. And according to these 
important reprcseotatioos, we have resolved 
to unite, and forni) a general Confederation* 
In order to evince the purity of our motives 
and our objects, we declare, in the face of 
Heaven and Earth, and of the Polish Na^ 
* tion, that we have no other, view than the 
restoration pf our country, hitherto dismem* 
bered by unprincipled violence, and to re- 
generate its pristine pros|>erity and inde- 
pendence, that we unite in general confe- 
deration, with consent* and under the au- 
thority of our gracious Sovereign, Frederic 
Augustus, Grvnd Duke of Warsaw, and 
King of Saxony, having at our head the 
Prince Adam Caartoriski, Staroste, Gene- 
ral of Padolia, Nunceo (Nonce) of Warsaw, 
a citi^u respectable by his age and virtues 
-—that we continue faithful to the religion 
of our fathers, the Catholic and Apost^ic, 
at the same time we dispense a perrect tole- 
rance to all other faiths, following thus the 
examples ol our ancestors, in times when 
all Europe'was afflicted with saaguinary re- 
ligious wars — that we respect the authori<^ 
ties of the throne, the laws of the nation, 
and that we cherish in all its purity that 
national spirity which for ages has been the 
distinguishios characteristic of the Polonese* 

Guided by similar considerations, we 

are unwilling to arrive by any but the naost 
legal means, at our glorious object. And 
well reeollecting the disastrous events which 
have passed, we solemnly declare that the 

Ieueral confederation will never aberrate 
rom the path it has prescribed, nor tole- 
rate abuses, which must end but in the ruin 
of the country* In consequence the admi- 
nistration of justice will vest in the legal 
authorities: while the consideration shall 
exercise in full plenitude, those powers 
which appertain to a general assembly of 
the nation, labouring in the grand worle of 
restoring the country, and propagating with 

«U its energies a national enilmsiasm. 

, In order to confer on the Confederation, 
comoosed of the Members of the Diet, the 
whole Public National Authorities, &c. the 
means of proceeding with activiiy, we dele- 
gate the power with wiiich it is invested, to 



a Council General* which &hail be ; 
by the Marshal, and shall hold its sittings 
at Warsaw; aiKl as an enterpiisc originat- 
ing HI motives so virtuous justly merits it,. 
we have sent a deputation to his Majesty^ 
the King of Saxony, to honour it with his 
formal approbation, The cause of suf- 
fering innocence cannot be regarded but aa 
that of God ; so brilliant a procedure must 
extend its influence throughout Europe. 
This renovation, which will afford to the 
world an example of what should be done 
for oppressed humanity, which will restore 
Poland to ite ancient p^sperity, will pre- 
sent to the first Empire in the world an 
Ally, equally faithful and worthy. An 
Ally which, from its geographical situation 
and national character, it will have nothing 
to apprehend from, but every thmg to 
hope ; and therefore we must fondly c^n* 
elude, that such an Empire will not refuse 
to our virtuous undertaking its powerful as* 
sistaace. We shall lay at the feet of thai 
Throne the assurance ot our confidence and 
devotion, and implore that its creating 
word may complete that existence whidi 
we have incipiently received from it. But 
in order to render ourselves worthy of &it 
glorious protection, we most solemnly aver, 
Uiat no possible event shall chill that pa- 
triotic ardour which unites us, that we 
shall persevere in our glorious career, until 
we have re-united to our bcisoms all those 
members of oar common bmily, those brb- 
thers of our love, which the hand of ty- 
ranny has separated from us. — ^Polanden ! 
You whom we thus call again to our bo* 
som, judge of our feelings by your own. 
We implore you in the name of our com- 
mon mother to imite mutually all your 
powers, and to fly to her support. Let her 
again press you to her heart ; she presents 
to your exertions the equal road to virtne 
and to glory. Let us join in brotherif 
union, and the Divine Justice will not 
withhold our deserved recompense. We 
shall again see the arms of Lithuania grace 
our escutcheons, and hear the fertile hekb 
of Volhinia, as well as the vast plains of 
Podolia, and the Ukraine resound with the 
joyous shouts — Live, Poland*. — live our 
Country I It is therefore decreed as fol- 
lows:— Art. 1. The Diet constitutes itself 
a General Confederation of Poland. — ^2. 
The General Confederation of Poland, ex- 
ercising in all their fullness the powers 
which belong to the General Association of 
the Nation, declares, tha the Kingdom of 
Poland, and the Body of the Polish Nation, 
are re-established. — 3. All the Dietines of 
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the Duchy stall be convoked, and shall ad- 
here to the ConFederatioa, They shall 
transmit the Acts to the Council Ga^eral of 
tbe Coofiedention. — 4. All the Poles are 
inviiedY and authorized to join the Confede- 
ration, whether collectively or individually, 
and to cooitnunicate as speedily as possible 
their adhesion to the Council General. — 6. 
All the portions of the Polish territory are 
invitd to join the Confederation, in pro- 
poctum as the enetny's removal shall enable 
then to do 80« They are invited forthwith 
to form Dietines which shall send Deputies 
Coconvey their acts of adherence to the Coun- 
cil Gcoaral. These shall become Members 
dP the Diet of the General Confederation. — 
G. All officers, soldiers, civil and military 
agents, Poles by birth and inhabiting the 
Eol oh territory, unjustly retained by the 
Rossians, are summoned to abandon the 
acnrice of that power. — 7. All ihe military 
mea shall be replaced under the colours of 
Poland; and all the civil agents may be re- 
placed, each in a corresponding department 

of the Polish Administration. 8. All 

the ecclesiastical, civil, and military autho- 
rities shall each in his department make 
known the existence, the spirit, and the ob- 
ject of Ihe Confederation* For this pur- 
pose f he. Bishops shall issue their charges ; 
the prefects, Subprefects, and Mayors shall 
]>ublish to those under their Jurisdiction all 
the acts relative to this Confederation, and 
cakulated to enlighten or support the spirit 
of iht districts confided to their care. All 
the Commanders and Chiefs of corps in the 
9tmf shall do the same to those under their 
orders.— 9. All those Members of the Con- 
fisderated Diet, who do not form part of the 
Geoerat Council, are authorized to return to 
their h6iiies, till invited anew; and the 
Confederation expects from the zeal and 
patriotism of which (hey have just given 
proof^ that they will employ that interval 
IB increasing, each in his sphere, the patri- 
otic dispositions of their fellow-citrzens. — 
10, The Confederation, during its recess, 
delegates all the powers with which it is 
mvtsfcd to the Codncil General Selected 
from itself, residing at Warsaw, and com- 
posed of tlM fdllowMig Members — Stanislas 
Gomt Zamoyski, Senator Palatine ; John 
Golaszewski, Bishop of Wigry^ Alexander 
Lbiowski, Counsellor of State; Martm Ba- 
ded. Counsellor of State ; Antony Ostrow- 
ski, Nuncio of the district of Brzeziny; 
Frederick Covnt Skorzewsl;!, Nuncia of the 
dfftridt of' Bimnberg ; Joachim Owidzki, 
Nuncio of the district of Lublin ; Francis 
Wezyk, Nuncio of the district of Biala ; 
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Francis Count LubientsLi, beputy of the 
district of Skamierz and Hebdow ; Charles 
Skorkowski, Deputy of the city of Cracow; 
Cajetan Kozmian, Secretary of the General 
Confederation. — 1 1 . The number requisite 
to forma deliberation, shallbe five.-^12. 
The Secfeury* General shall have a delibe- 
rative voice.— 13. All the^administrative,. 
judicial, and military amborities shall con- 
tinue the exercise of their functions.— 14. 
A deputation shall be sent to his Majesty 
the King of Saxeny, Duke of Warsaw, to 
request of him to acoedif to the General 
Confederation of Poland. — 15. A deputa- 
tion shall abo be sent to his Majesty the 
Emperor Napoleon, KingofJtaly, to pre- 
sent to him the Acts of the Confederation, 
and to beg of him to encircle the cradle of 
reviving Poland vrith his powerful protec- 
tion. — 16. The Confederation, in the face 
of Heaven and earth, in the name of ail the 
Poles, comes under a solemn obligation to 
prasecute to the end, and by all the means 
in their power, the accomplishment of the 
great work which is this day commenced. 
— 17. The Confederation declares, that, 
under circumstances in which all its labours,' 
all its wishes, tend only to the re-establish-' 
meat of the country, and to the union of all 
its parts, it cannot regard as a true Pole,' as 
a good citizen, whosoever shaH dare to 
search into the pa^t for mot^res of division, ' 
or accusation: in one word, whosoever 
shall resort to any measure calculated to* 
plaint the germe of discord in the bosom of 
a family, which every thing conducts to* 
wards union. — 18. The Ministers are 
charged, each in his own departioent, to- 
make known, through the medium of the 
journals or otherwbe, all the Aots which 
have emanated from the Confederation, on 
which shall be in future addressed to it. 
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fCamtinmd/rwn page 954, J 

American Stat«s. CorrispctuUmcg an 

the Orders in (Unmdl. Mr* F§$Ur 

la Mt. Monroe. — fVoMnglon, June 4, 

Sir, — Since I had the honour of seeing 
you at your office yesterday, I have per- 
ceived an article in the public prints, stated 
to be extracted from an English news-paper^ 
and purnorting to be an Official declaration 
of His Royal Highness the Prince Regent, 
that the Orders in Council will be, and are. 
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absolatelf revised, ' from the period . when 
the Beiiia and Milium. Decrees shall, by 
some authentic act pf.ithe. French Govera- 
inent, publlclf proiaf^ggtfed} be ^expiressiy 
and unconditionally r^pijMed. . A consider- 
able time has elapsed since^ by.mder.of niy 
i^overnment, I had the honour of urging 
to you the expediency of procuring such an 
authentic act from the French Government ; 
and in all probability the above decUration 
may have been issued in the confident exr 
peciation, that the Government of the 
United States would have been able to pro- 
duce it ere this. At all events^ Sir, 

Gpnsidering the important nature of the 
above-mentioned article, and the probabi- 
lity that I shall have soon to be the organ 
of some official communication to the Ame- 
tican Government in relation to it, I cannot 
but trust, that no measure will, m^nwhiie, 
be adopted by the Gonmss, which would 
defeat the endeavour of procuring a com- 
plete reconciliation between our two coun- 
tries. Should any embarrs^ments arise 

in consequence of the declaration on the 
subject of the proposed revocation of the 
Orders -in Council above alluded to rating 
at present upon a mere statement in the 
news -papers, at will no doubt occur to your 
recelleaion, that on the enactment of (hose 
Orders a measure was taken by Congress 
ior the purpose of meeting them, when they 
were as yet known but Uirouffh the public 
prints. I have the honour to be, &c. &c. 

A.J. Foster. 



Mr. Foster io Mr, Monroe* — fVashinglonj 
June 4, 1812. 

Sir, — I must rely upon your candour to 
feel for the embarrassment into which your 
note of this day has thrown me. Willing 
to comply with the request contained in it, I 
yet cannot but be sensible that in making 
any portion of a dispatch from His Ma- 
jesty s Secretary of State to me the subject 
of a correspondence between us, I , shoidd 
not be justified to my own Government. I 
believe there is no example of a correspon- 
dence of such a nature, and I should be 
very loath to establish die preced^t.- — 
When I had the honour to make the cpm- 
munication of Lord Castlereagh's dispatch 
to you in consequence of its being left to my 
own discretion to do so, X did it because I 
had reason to think, from the number of 
my letters which there remained unanswer- 
ed at your o&st^ such a communlcationi if 



made through a note, might b^ve'sbanKl 
the fate of the. rest. You will recollect, 
that it was at your own request that I ac- 
ceded to the dispatch being commimicated 
toth^ President; and that it was also 2tt 
your instance, as bding (he only regular way 
in which the subject could come before the 
American Government, that I determined 
to write to you a note founded upon it. 
You were aware, at the latter end of iasc 
week, that such was my determiniikNi, 
which I repeated to yon* through Mr. Gra- 
ham, wha called upon me the 30tli ult« t» 
aak me when I contempinted aendii^ U to 
your office. The notice must haye reacbed 
you, and been read, before any message 
could have been sent from the Executive to 

Congress. 1 cannot. Sir, consider my 

note as liable to the charge of ambiguity, 
which you now impute to it. The aban- 
donment of our most important maritiaie 
rights is more extensively than ever coa* 
nected by France with a demand of the re- 
peal of our Orders in Council ; and wkile 
you are entirely silent as to how far Aiae- 
rica concurs with her on this point of vi«al 
interest to Great Britain, without even a 
prospect of a reply from you to our just 
complaints, as expressed in my note on tJie 
coincidence of the attitude taken by Aiae-^ 
rica with the hostile system of France, 1 
cannot but be aware, of the di&cnVties to 
which I should expose myself in entering 
into an explanation on any insolaied pas- 
sage in it. 1 might, perhaps, by contir 
nued silence on your part, never afterw*i^ 
have an opportunity of making further ex- 
planation; and you are well aware how 
frequently points taken unconnected with 
what precedes or follows them, are liable 
to misconstruction. But, Sir, as a reason 
paramount to every other for my not com- 
mitting myself to an explanation on any 
single topic without the discussions between 
us were to be continued, is the publicatJoa 
of the highly importaiK declaration of 2us 
Royal Highness the Prince Regent, to 
which I had the honour to allude in my 
note to you of this mommg. You wiU 
there find stated, in as explicit and authen- 
tic a manner as language can convey, the 
grounds upon which His Majesty's Ordect 
in Coimcil wtU be revoked. I cannot, it i% 
true, as yet, refer you officially to this do<» 
cument ; but I may now be in the expecta- 
tion of receiving it, in a form^^l sute, with- 
in a few days, and together with it, every 
explanation possible which you may re* 
quire. A.J.Fo»TWt.. 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



28A] 



AUGUST », I812.-i|j|kirf P^rs. 



12M 



Mr. Monroe to Mr. Foster. -^Department 
ofState^ June 6, 1812. 

^ Sir, I have had the honour to receive 
your letter of the 4th inst. 'The receipt of 
that of May 30th has alresMly been acknow- 
ledged. As these letters relate to the 

same subject, the Orders in Council, I 
shall take both into my view in this reply. 
■I am not disposed to make any unne- 
cessary difficulty on account of the iofbr- 
maiity of the document alluded \o in the 
last letter. If the declaration of .the Prince 
Reagent wa» such as to aflford the satisfaction 
fitquired, il would be received in any form 
entitled to credit, with great interest, as a 
token of just and frieixlly sentiments in your 
Government towards the United States; 
but nothing is seen in that act of the cha- 
racter which you impute to it. Without 
removing a single objection to the principle 
on whidb the Orders in Council were is- 
sued, and have been maintained, it affords 
a complete justiBcation of the demand here- 
tofore made on yoiu- Government for their 
repeal.— ^ The British Government has 
complained that the United States demand- 
ed the repeal of the Orders in Council in a 
conditional repeal of the French Decrees, 
although the French condition required no- 
thing oi Great Britain which she ought not 
to hive consented to^ ^s^kI was» moreover, 
a condition subsequent, and not precedent ; 
and it now proposes to repeal the Orders in 
CouDcii conditionally also, with this dif- 
ference, that the condition on which their 
repeal is to be made is a condition pre- 
^dent, and not subsequent, and is likewise 
one which Great Britain has no right to 

claim. Hus condition requires that the- 

French Pecrees shall be absolutely and un- 
conditionally repealed; that is, that they 
•hall be repealed according to eiplanations 
given, not only as they related to the 
United States, but as to all other neutral 
nations, and all who prohibited a com- 
merce in British manufactures with the ene- 
mies of Great Britain. So far as the 

French Decrees violated the neutral com- 
merce of the United States, we had a right 
to. dcaaod the Ef|keal, and obuined it* ;The 
repeal was declared by an authentic and 
formal act of the French Government, and 
commimicated to this Government by^ the 
Minister Plenipotentiary of the United 
Sutes at Paris, and to the British Govern- 
ment by their Minister Plenipotentiary at 
London; and has, moreover, been officially 
published within the United Sutes. The 
authenticity of die repeal was placed be- 



yond all controversy, and theoffieial man- 
nef in which it was communicated to yoiu: 
Govenunent ought to have been satisfactory 
to it. A general repeal of the French De- 
crees in favour of all neutral nations, and 
of such parts of them as prohibited a trade 
with Fiance, amd the cotm^ries under her 
control, in British manufactures, the United 
States have not demanded, because they 

had no right to demand it. It is farther 

made a condition of the proposed repeal of 
the declamtion of the Prince Regent, that 
it shall take e£^t at ^ future uncertain day ; 
and that the Orders in Council should be 
in in force, on a contingency of which 



the British Government is to be the sole 
judge. If this were a ground on which 
the United States could call upon France to 
repeal her Decrees in case they were stlU in 
force as to them, surely the French repeal, 
^o take effect on a future specified day, and 
whose revival was not provided for on any 
contingency whatever, was a ground on 
which their call on Great Britain to repeal 
her Orders in Council, in respect to the 
United States, ought not to have been re- 
sisted. In reply to your insinuation, 

that the demand made on your Government 
to repeal its edicts, which violate the neu- 
tral rights of the United States, is madem 
concert with France, to obtain from Great 
Britain an abapdomnent of her maritiaDe 
ifights ; it is sumcient.to refer you to doeu* 
ments which have been long before the pub- 
lic, and particularly to the letter of Mr. 
Pinckney to the Marquis Wellesiey, of Ja- 
nuary 14, 1811, protesting in the most so- 
lemn manner against looking to any other 
source for the opinions and principles of the 
United States, than to the United States 
themselves. Let me repeat, with respect 
to the Orders in Council, that all we de- 
mand is, that they cease to violate the neu- 
tral rights of the United States, which they 
have violated, and still violate on the high 
sea : should they be continued as to France 
in any form which may not violate those 
rights, or as to airy other neutral nation to 
which they may be applicable, it would be 
for such nation, and not for the United 

States^ to contend against them.- The 

report of the Frenth Minister, on which 
this declaration of your Government is 
founded, affi>rds no proof that the French 
Government intended by it to violate it» 
engagement to the United States, as to the 
repeal of the Decrees. It evidently refers 
to the Continental system, by the means re- 
lied oa to enforce it> The armies of France 
/To be continued* J 
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WILLIAM COMETT, 

287] 

In order that my comitryiiicii ami that iW 
world may not be deceived, .duped, and obeated 
upon this subject, 1, ' TflLtJAM OOBBfilT 
of Botfey, io Hanptbire, pot 0^60 record 
tlie fottowiiig. facts; to wit: Tbat, owtbeMUl 
Jiuie, 1803» the foUowiog arliela waa p^ 
lished in a London newt-paper, called the 

Courier: ^''Tbe Mutiny amongst the LO- 

« CAL MIMTIA, wbidi broke e«t at Elf, waa 
*^f9rimmekt a«ppTeia«d oa ^Vednciday- by the 
**> arrival of four iiquadrons of tlie GERMAN 
« LEGION CAVALRY from Beiy, under tbe 
^ command of General Anckland. Five of tbe 
^ fkieleaderi were tried by a Coort-Mfotiaf, and 
^ aea^mofd to fwcJM 500 Jcttfttt mA; part of wbfeh 
'< pnoislmscnt they received on Wedncaday^ and 
** a part was remitted. A stoppage/^ their /mop* 
^ aadiM was the ground of tbe complaint that ex- 
^efted this rantiooas spirit, which occasioned 
*^ the OMO le snrrMUid their officers^ and demeild 
*^ what thev deea^d their aiveMa. Tbe §nt 
^ division of the Gerniao Legion Imlted yeaterday 

^ at Newnrarket on their return to Bury." 

That, on Uie 1st JuTy, 1609, f pnbUshed, in the 
Velitical Regialeii, aa avticle censarinir, in the 
strongest terms, 4bese proceediofs; that; for aa 
doing, the Attorney General pcosecuted, as sedi* 
tions Kbellers, and by £x-0^cio Informatioe, 
IM, and abo my printer, my pnbfiBhcr, and one 
of the fgrkicipai retastars ef the FoMtical Xegistel'; 
that I was broHcht to trial ea the 15th Jttot, 
18 10, and was, by a 3pecial Jury, that is to si^. 
by 12^ men out of 4d appointed 1^ the Master et 
tfie €tt»wii "OiBce, tbnnd gniity ; ttwt, oa thft 
«»th of thennti^ HkikitB, 1 w«rt!biupeHcd to gi^^ 
bail for mf appearance te receive judgmcaC; 
and that^ as I came np from Betley ^to wbitA 
place r had retnnied to my ^mily and mv tarm 
ea the ^venmg of the 15th), a Tipstalf went 
dowa from LMdha in erd^r to seize me, per- 
soaaUy •, that, oathedth ef Jafy, 1810^ I, toge^ 
ther with my printer, publisher, aiid the aewa- 
0fan, were bronght mto the Court of King** 
Bench to receive judgment; tliat the three 
Ibnaer were sentenced te be imprisoned fbr 
seme mouths ia* tlie Kiagte Beach pthMMi; that I 
was sentenced to be imprisoaedfer two yearn in 
Newgate, the areat receptacle for roale&ctors, 
and thefiront of Which is (he scene of numerous 
hawgiagt ia the eeorse of ev«ry year; thai the 
part of the prisba*ia whiefa B waasenHMted to be 
confiaed is sometimaa mhabi^d by ieloasy thai 
ftlons were actually in it at the time J. entesed 
k ; tftat one man was taken out of it to be traas- 
parsed! Uaf aVent 46 honiv afrtor I was pot into* the 
laaM yard withhimf an* ttat it ia thepftUce ef 
coafinement lor menjgaitty ef aaaatuial crimes', 
ef whom there are feor in it at tfafis time ; that, 
besides this imprisonment, X was sentenced to 
paya^MttsandpeondrTOTHBKtN^^ and' to 
lii9 ssicmdiNf far my geodi bebavieAr m s«tea 
s, BBffself ii^ tha sum^eC a^OOO 



jeata, BB^seU 



l^9S 

two safeties ia the sam of tfiOO pomids eirii} 
that Oie wfaoleof this sentence has beea eaecaM 
vpoa me, that I have been unpmoned^ thetaa 
years, have paid the thoasaod pounds TO fRfi 
KINO, aod Ht« giten the bail, timotliy Browa 
aad Peter Widfcer^ Esqsa. Mng my soretier; 
that theAltdraey General was Sir ViearvGihH 
the Jadge whft eat at the trialliord Eiie«ita|aA, 
tlie fbmr Jhdges who sat at passing seht«ifceS|^ 
beroagh,-OM0^ Le Btanc^and Beilev ^ aad tUt 



the jmob weee, Thoams Khedes of Ha 
Road, Jeha Davts of Soathamptea Place, Jaaas 
£llis of Tottenham Coort Road, John Riohaids 
of Bayswater, Thomas Mar^sham of Bahar Street, 
Robert Heafhcote ef High Street IflaryMMtt, 
Jeha Maud of York Place Ifaryleboae, OHHfgi 
Bi^iter ef Qharch Temee Panciaoy Jkotm 
Taylor of Red Lion Square, David t>eaQe of 9^ 
John Street, Vi niam P almer of Upper ^Hrett 
IMiagtoo, Henfy Parvrw-of Pbfi flIiAl; ChfiA tit 
Prima Mkdstan dariag the tSaie wetfe 8peaM 
Piereavaly nutil be was^ shot by JMm nsilsnihaBt 
and afur that Robert B. Jenkiasov, Earl of I 
verpoolf that the proae^ation and nentenCe to 
place in the reign of RiagOeerge the lllhcd, 
that, he hanrlag become Insane darinr ray ha 
soaamnt, the 1,1000 poaads waapaiwtofalsM« 
the Prince Regent^ in his behalf; that, daring my 
fmprisonmeat, t wrote and published S64 £^ys 
and Letters npon pofititaf tut(jects; that; dnriite 
the same time^ I was vinted bf |;>eiMs from 197 
eitieeaad towas^maay of them^as asort ef depo^ 
ties from Societies or Clobs ; that,^ ^ twA^ 
^en of my ImprboomeiH. ««► the m#f #i#»M% 
a great dSnner war giVeA m London fat the par* . 
pose of receiwagaie, tft whfchdiftaer apwards ef 
6%0 peasena were present, aad. at whsrin ii# 
Francis Basdett presided ; that dioaen and ethet 
parties were held on the same occasion in ma^ 
other places in Endand ; that, on' my way home, 
I was veeelved at Alton, the first tbwn in Hmp^ 
shire, withthe riagiag of the Chnscfa beli^ ttai 
a fcspeetahle company oset me aad -gave me a 
dinner at Winchester; that I was drawn from 
mok'e tfaati the distance of a mile into Botlev b^ 
the p c ep fa ; fhalV npoa my a»riVal ia the viwige, 
Kleaadall the peopthaasembMitorecaireme) 
that \ coadadao the day by eipleiaiaff to them 
i the cause of my imprisonment, and hy gi^um 
^ them deaf aotioos r^ecting thtf hogging of dii 
. Local Mllid«Hnea at Ely, and ^espmaa Oe* em*' 
'phtyaamfttofOennatvTroops; adiri,,fiaauy, whM 
IS move than aeampensadon for my kMse^aivl ai 
my sntferincs, I am in perfect health andstfengthi 
and'^ thoo^ I mnst, Ar the sake of six children, 
ilsel Am dnaiaatioA that bar been madte hi fliy 
property (fthfaririoipiD sight ia am tu daeltaethtf 
; offer of a aahacriptioa), I have'th« caasfJatJoa^ta 
see growine up three sou^ open whose hearts^ i 
trust, alt these fects wifl De engraven. ^^ 

BaMiyV'Jalff3,ieiSi 
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^^ cotninand of' the 'Prince Regent in the 
'* Caxette of last night, conferring permar 
'* nent rank in the British Army upon th^ 
" Qfficers of the German Legion, who have 
** hitherto served against the enemy witfe 
"temporary rank. The CONSTANT 
" and CONSPICUOUS merits of those 
" brave men on every occasion of ih^fr 
*<» being employed, have/tt//y enlUUd them 
V« to their rank in that army, whose 
" glory they have so efeclmlly corUridutd 

" to maintain.'* So that we are here ta 

be told, that these mercenary troops have 
eflfectually contributed to maintain theglorf 
0/ our army; and are, indeed, given tp 
undersund, that the recent victory was, m 
a conspicuous degree, owing to the braverjf 

of these Germans! 1 renumber, tlol^ 

In the case of the capture of tnp " iwindr 
'^ ble Staii(krd'^ in Egypt, 1 was «mt fur 
rioualy assailed only because I cndeavonct^ 
todo/ks/ice, bare justice, to the foreigner 
who really took that Standird, white the 
honour of the act was daimod by anoCbMu 
I caused pro(if to be pveii upm calks ift 
short, I made it as clear as the nm, thsit 
the Standard was not taken br the Scotcli- 
man, who, it was asserted, had takes it; 
and that it was taken by a foreigner in oi^r 
service. Foir this I was most ffrofsly 
abused. I was revilet) with as much acri- 
mony as if I had atteompted to rip out the 
bowels of the whole Highland Kegimei)t 
(the 42dj, one of whom was said to have 
taken the Standard. It was proved^ that the 
foreigner had taken the Standard, and, ^t 
last^ a paltry .sum of 20/. a year wasgiv^ 
him in the shape of a pension. Little as tha 
reward was, however, for so ffallant ^ act^ 
it 'was a full confirmation of the truth at 
what I had asserted. Yet I was a]|>used as 
much as ever ^ and, 1 was even told, that 
if it was the truths that circomstance did 
not alter the case; for, it was, I was told, 
a sign of want 0/ feeling for the honour of 
mjf country^ to endeavour to take from it ao 
fair a flower, and to convey it into the cap 

of a foreigner. How arcf things cfcaiigBcl 

since that time ! There arc, we see, wri* 
K 



j^lAOf ARY OP POLITICS. 

HafLuin Taoops. The public haye 

e«9y ;md| 1 iMipe, they have attended to, 
\4ie^itceat measure of giving ^or auemptiog 
•to'-ldfe] perm^fHtnt rafuTiu our army to 
^ Vfficers of the German Troops. This, 
iwl j fiA isate t>i the greatest strides that haye 
id^made, even in the present reign, J 
Vtff^ propose to take into consideration, and 
fo^scata. My opinion is, that it is ^ 
«afl6iire contrary to the constitutional lav.s 
«f finglaiid; ^nd, indeed, that It is a mca- 
sore, which must, of itself, become nuga- 
tory* unless a la:w be made to repeal a pact 
of the Act of Settlement, and to sanction 

tUs new soeasnte. 1 shall, first of all, 

insert tfie instrument by ^hich this mea- 
sure has been put into life. It is as follow^: 

'* War (kce, Jb^ 18, 1812— jlfev- 

^« f«cteu~Ki tsondSnrtioQ of the King's 
** Cernait WJfim hxi^ 50 frequently dijh 
'*' tinmuAei mmsetvts a^hinst t^ enen^^ 
^ aoa jNUtfcttlariy upon the occasion of the 
^ rfteit Victory obtab^ed near Salamanca, 
^ Ilk fionl Highness the Frince fie^ent is 
^ plealsad^ in the name and on the bdalf of 
^ nis Majesty, to commam), that the Of- 
** ficers who are now serving with tempa- 
y rary rat^ in the several regiments of that 
'** cofps, shall have permanent rank in (Me 
*• Jfritisk army from (he d^ of their re- 

♦* speuh^e commissions. The nature of 

iMs measM^ is evid^t : iu dSect will be 
to nakepttNAotion slower amongst the na- 
craefl&mi; but, this Is of little const- 
41MM compmA to the e0ect in a consti- 

mhiai foim dP view. tbe base l^ite* 

'Siy^:«i^hoM^4iicts the Courj^r pews-paptr, 
•miiImi jM«ers s ioul htee^th that oC a 
•*j«W ef A%iert, seems i^ have thoogbt' 
iktt this measure would not pass without 
sofDetfaii^ being said upon it ; and, there- 
we, he, VI the same paper in which he in- 
Mt« the instrument^ thus endeavours to 
n^leaAmt any ani^nadversicin upon it. 
— J^Tnfcre M, perhaps, but ONE man in 
^ ifte Empire, who wUl not regard with 
^^ fkasart the arrangement notified by 
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ters who now dare, nay, who arc apparently 
proud of giving a Farge sharre, if not the 
greatest snare, of the glory of our army to 
the German Troops ! How arc wc dianged 
since this war 4}egan J Aye, but not so 
much, perhaps, as we shall htb€forethis 

war be ended? It is true, that, the fo* 

TCignerwho took the " Invincible Standard" 
was a FRENCHMAN. ' I allow that there * 
is so much of difference in the two cases. 
It wais proved, that the man, who took the 
Invincible Standard from the French, was 
a FRENCHMAN; and it was quite ridi- 
culous to see the faces and hear the remaHcs 
of the boasters, when this fact was proved; 
but, what is the difierence in reality? It 
is no more a dishonour to us to have our 
victories won by Frenchmen than it is to 
have them won by Germans. One arc just 
as much our countrymen as the other. 
We are no more of the High Dutch breed 
than wc are of the French breed ; and, I 
am quite sure, that it is less dishonour to 
us to be surpassed in valour by the French 
than by the Germans, the whole of whom 
have been so recently beaten and pummelled 
and conquered by those same French. I do 
not wish to hear it said, or insinuated, that 
any foreigners surpass in valour our native 
troops ; I do not wish to see the glory of 
our army attributed to any body but na- 
.tives ; but, if such is to be the case, I must 
confess that I should feel less shame at see- 
ing the glory carried off by tht French who 
are in our service, than by Germans, let 
-them come from what part of Germany 
they will ; because alt the Germans have 
recently been beaten by the French, and 
have, indeed, been conquered by them, 
and, particularly in HanoVer, Without any 

attempt to resist. But, to proceed, the 

^lave of the Courier was mistaken in his 
calculations ; for there were more than 
** one man" in the kingdom, to disapprove 
of this measure. He did m^ the honour to^ 
make sure that it would not escape my ani- 
madversion; but, he d6es not seem to have 
anticipated any such th'mgon thepart of the 
Morning Chronicle. Mr. Perry, however, 
could not so far sacrifice to party as to suffer 
this to pass unnoticed ; and, accordingly, in 
his paper of the 27th of August, he pub- 
lished thcfoHowiug article :-^ ** We can- 

*^ not avoid expressing our regret that the 
*• services bf the German troops in the me- 
•** morable battle of Salamanca, were not 
** rewarded in some other wajf than by in- 
*' corporating all the officers with the Bri- 
^< tish, and giving them permanent rank 
** in our army. Tnis is a species of reward 



*^ which operates to the serious injury of 
^' the officers of the British army, Vecaose 
" it places, by a simple paragraph in the 
" Gazette, twelve hundred Joreign ojficers 
^^ aJbcve several thousands of British in 
^* rank J and consequently bars them to that 
^^ extent, from promotion.— rBridsh oflBcfrs 
^^ would have rejoiced in the most honour- 
" able mark of distinction being coolencd 
** on each individual of the German Le^on 
^* who signalized himself on that day. But 
^' to take them all in the lump and put tkem 
^' oh permanent rank, by which many of 
*' them, ^Ih only two or 4hre€ yetirs of 
" service^ will get the rank of'Colonely over 
^' the heads of gallant Englishmen wkohan 
** served many years (and who have bought 
'' their commissions as well as servedj doe 
^* seem to us an ungracious course towards 
'^ the native army of rewarding the Ccr- 
" mans.— — ^We are far from questioning 
*^ their merits; but at the same time let it 
'* not be forgotten, that one single £itglisk 
** regiment on that day lost more ogicer^ 
^' and men tlian the whole German Legion 
*' put togellur. ■— - -It is, however, in a con- 
*' stitutional point of view that this is ob- 
^* jectionable, since by a summary sweep 
^' the German Legion is naturalizei. From 
*^ a thousand to twelve hundred foreign 
*' officers are incorporated with our owd^ 
*' a^ thus the nationality If our army is 
** affected. These gentleman vfT\\l\ave to 
** mix with British officers in every regi- 
'^ ment (be in the way of Englishmen on 
** every vacancy), and, without the same 
** standings will be before thousands of our 
*' own gallant countrymen in the road to 
** promotion, — This is called a new aera in 
" our history I It is, indeed, a new asca, 
" when, by a stroke of the pen, such a 
^\ body of Germans can be made JSagtishf 
" What Cassius observes of the old Ro- 
" mans not bearing a Caesar, naay well be 
*^ applied to the ancient Britons not beariqg 
" a German army within ^ th^ island. 
^^ Every one has lamented the preferoias 
" that have been lately shewn to tlie whis- 
'^ kered Barons in our own Hussar regi- 
"ments; but now, as we shall have ^ 
'^ many foreign candidates for commissions 
^^ in all our regiments, the {>repossessioa in 
" their favour will be a source of sevect 
^'mortification *o our own cotrntrymeo. 
<< We are sure, chat if Parliament had 
<< been sitting, the measure would not have 

"passed without remonstrance," -Tlic 

slave of the Courier se^ms to hate be^i 
very vigilant and sharp-sighted upon this 
occasion ; for, in his paper of the evening 
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of the ^wm dag^ he rq>lies in these wdrds : 

— " The Oppotition expre^ iheir •' rc- 

*^-grct that the services of the Oerman 
** troops in the memorahle hartle of Sala- 
** raanca, were tiot rewarded in some other 
^* way thanhy incorporating all the officers 
*^ with the British, and givhie them per- 
<< manent rank in the atrmy. That the 
*' Opposition Mi regret We do not doubt ; 
^' it IS perfectly liatiirat to them. But may 
^' it be perttitted to us Wh(^have a diferenl 
^ feeling, to ask 4n what a/Aer wmf the df- 
^^ficers OMtld be r^ardtd thati by Attach^ 
^' jiig them permanently to a service for 
'^ which they had fought and bkd ? Had 
^* this honour been conferred upon them in 
*' the outset^ before they had been tried 

V and proved, there might have been cause 
«« of complaint. But the German troops 
'* have been from the beginning employed 
^^ in the most active and severe service, and 
^^ their steadiness and valour have been 
^^ conspicuous in every baUie. Were we 
^' at the end of the war to say to them, 
*' ** your rank was only temporary, and as 
*' your services are at an end, your- rank is 
^' at an end alio? Bon Soir." If this is 
*' the. scale and system of recompeiice 
^' which the Opposition would have acted 
^' upon, we have more and more occasion 
*^ to reduce, Ifiat they are not in power; 

'^^ but ^ we i^ ttsauie them, they will find 
<( themselves, mistaken, if they think that 
<^ they can sow jealousy or ill will between 
.'* (be Officers of the British army and the 
<^ Officers of the German troops. They 

V have Jbugfat in the game cause, and the 
*^ manliness and UberalUy of the former 
'^ will never repine at any distinction that 
*' may. be conferred upon the valour, good 

'< conduct, and loyalty of the latter." 

As to whether the Ei^ltsh Officers will re- 
pintf upon this occasion, or not, 1 pretend 
not to know. What feelings they may 
liave I cannot, tell ; nor, indeed, is that of so 
much Jmportance, in my view of the mat- 
ter, as are the fei^ings of the people upon 
the occasion.--i — To hear the Courier, one 
would really imagine, that almost the whole 
.of the gbry was won by the Germans, not 
only at Salamanca, but every where else. 
Hieir valour^ we are told, ^^hasbtenCON- 
*« SPICUOUB in EVERY batUe.V Now, 
this has been said of none of our own nalive 
corpfm, . To be sure, . the Courier ^does but 
;Eepeac, in substance, nearly what is said in 
the. ^tmoraiulum from the Horse Guards, 
^whereby it is proclaimed to the nation and 
.ta the world, that the Germans are to be 
thus rewarded, because they have frequent- 



ly distinguished themselves wgainst the 
enemy; whence it must be inferred, that 
they have^^n^ farther, -or done miore, than 
our native troops in general ; for, without 
this they could not DISTINGUISH them- 
selves. To distinguish oneself means to make 
oneself appear, to show oneself, in a lighi 
different from those by whom one is sur- 
roundedd To distinguish, in its most ge-' 
ral sense, means, to show, or to point out, 
or to discover, the difference in things,' t>r 
in persons ; and, when it is applied to the 
disHaction kinfae actions of men, as being 
more or less honourable, it UKans, to maka 
known^ or to make eminent; and, when 
applied in the reflected sense, that is to 
say, where the action returns upon the 
agent, it means, to make oneself en%inertlf^ 
to show that there is a difference between 
oneself and others. Therefore, if the Ger- 
man Troops have, as the Menioranduni 
fipom the • War-Office says they have, 
" FREQUENTLY DlSTfNGUI^ED 
'' themselves against the enemy," they 
must frequently have shown a difference 
between themselves and others; they must 
frequently have made tftemselves eminent, 
that is to say, exalted^ amongst the rest of 
the army ; they must, in short, have GONE 
FARTHER, or DONE MORE, than our 
naiive troops in general f for, if they had 
gone no farther, or had done no more, and 
had, in no respect, behaved differently 
from the army in general, they could not, 
with truth, be said to have DISTIN* 
GUISBED THEMSELVES. It follows, 
then, that it was the opinion of the PHt^ce 
Regent, that these Germans had behaved 
differently from the army in general ; and, 
he, of course, concluded that that differ-^ 
ence was honourable to the Germans, be- 
cause he makes their conduct, that very 
conduct by which they had distinguished 
themselves, the ground for a very grdat 
boon to their officers ; the ground, indeed| 
of a measure, which, if the statement of 
the Morning Chronicle be correct, puts 
many of these officers permanently over 
the heads of as many officers of native 
growth ; and which docs, in fact, embody 
them in the English army, putting men, 
officcrsi corps, re^ments, brigades, di* 
visions, armies, and the country itifelf, by 
possibility, as ht as relates to military au- 
thority, under their command! 1 do 

not say, that the Germans have «<>/ 5<>' <ii5- 
tingmshed themselves : 1 do not say, that 
there has nol been a visible difference be- 
iween their conduct and that of our native 
officers and men in general : I do not say. 
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ikkt tbe wMc of the 6emiHi> hirve no| 
sboWu tkeosdves in aa emminior $xaU4i^ 
pobt of view coaaf arid with the gsniriU 
jinsf of our nitire oftoers aad loen: I do 
not say, that the Germaiu do not merit the 
distmUion : I do not say, that any jcorpf 
of English or Irish or Scotch have DlSr, 
i:iNGUlSU£D thenseives so much as 
these Germans have distioguftfied them^t 
selves in a mass t< 1 doiiot pretend to de^ 
dde the point of fact here. The Morning 
Cbronick docs, iucked, say, .that one. 
s^i^lt CogBth tfWflmeiit lee^*4HMpe oOeem- 
and men in the battle of Satamaaca than 
w«re lost by the whole of the German Le-' 
gion put tovethar, which, I believe^ is 
^eff true; but^ still, it is poasibl«i that 
liven that tiginaent might not be so wuri- 
iorims as the German Lqjion. It is pp^ 
sMi^ I say ; and^ as it has been oflkially 
dedavcd and promuliated by order of the 
Prince Rcmnt (in the name and behalf of 
enr (ood m King), that the Germans have 
DISIINGUISHED ibunselves, not only 
in the recent battle, but m/kequmi foeoser 
^eoasiosM ; h this &a has been so solemnlf 
, 4ecbred by the Prince ;• as he has com- 
manded the interesting fiM:t to be nnblisbBd 
4iid made known to us and to au Eur^^ 
thrau^ the cbamiel of the Gaioette, I mnst 
ttne the bet fiiU credence; ^^ I must 
ioasider k, tooi ns a bet well known in^ i 
msd feoogBiMd by^ our army«T-T*It would^ 
I must confess, be more graiefiil to my 
fimlings tt> be afblCf with truth, to ^ the 
bot in qnestioQi aad even to deny it, J 
do pot hear without some JUttle chagrin, 
ihat a parcel of Cermans, employed in 
qox army, have aU so diUU^uisM them* 
selves as to merit particular. noitioe. B.utf 
justice forbids me tp coinplaia, that th^y 
are praised, for what has so iislUifiHshfd 
them. The old prov«vrb cfgmt^ th fiivil 
his due I would apply to tirese Germans* 
If they have dMngmsked themsei^es in 
9pain and Portugal; if they havo, and 
fitquetUbf too, shown that there is a dg/- 
Jtrtndt between them and therestfof th^ 
^bny; if tb^ have made themsfilv^ e«i- 
B€n/, if they have gxatie^ them^Ivcs^ m 
the army; if they^.l^kye gone iaiAhei:} or 
^pe Witttt ^ against the. enemy than the 
corps of thi^iarmy in general, and if this 
conduct has ^narked iUitht Germsm corps, 
I must sayj that they , ought to he pariku- 
2arfy noticed : diltineui^d merit caUs for 

distinguished re^pirdl Nor, in a Aore 

military point of view, do I ^piarrel with 
jibe efiect of the rewaid that has been be- 
stowed 3 Jf |he .^^ermans have diMin§m$M 



thtmselves s^ nften; '4 |bey-ha»»rtnemir 
fr^^^uently, that there is « difenmce la^ 
tween them and the rest of (Jm acmy, I nee 
no reason why thi^ should MtlMPxaiacd' 
over the heads of ^V %9onh The* 
MoriMug Chiymicle complains, chll iiw 
measure wiU b»r mr oyqi.oflfemm^ in thr 
way of firomo^tjon* WeUf smdix^^nf 
th$H? They will standf the Mean^g 
Qhroaicie says, V before thoimwMb of mur 
^^ filWB gt^l^ catmU^mem ja the «ay of 
^^ promotion." And what then2 Our nam 
'f.faUam. aewiirym9s!U4i4 .iM^ w«iK 
entier the army for <' i«se Imcrf,': WUtt 
is it ta them who fill the superior jmnlcs^' 
aoc thajt they- are filled ^ the adtinrnge of 
tim country? Our ofioem .eatfrad she 
army, of ooursc, with the vhcw of fightai^ 
and Wsiitt their Ihresi ifneomsary, indc>' 
fence of their beloyied Sovweiga jnd ihar 
qountiyi and,. that being the caaa, ia ie 
not to be presumed, that thar wlU be 
ateased to see men plaoed^orar them, aofaor 
h^ye distinguisM theaisdves iaouraraiy 
by their 4eeds agsinu the enemy 9 As M 
the mere ^; the paltry pesme, thmtfae 
sank brings witk it, «hey canhananigccf 
^ ^xmgi the .serioae atteaiioa of a. i 
wht has aiade a aacrl&e of hie life, 
called for, merely to presena the J 
PonstlMionl What! Almpe^H 
|6k otjaoi of coasest with'.tjf»» ooaa of 
l^lory, wim bear commissiona m HsaMa* 
jesiy's service, aad who hava te libuwt 
to be under the eemaumd of hk salaal 
son! Perish the grovelling, idea?*-***- 
Hem I.think the IfaraingChianlele 
The objection T^hich Itluis taken Is 
sisteat with that disintaiaslednasa and that 
devotian to dieur ceimtffT, .wfaidi liamso 
often been aaeriiiad to tkeeffioem^ am 
army. Aloxeofglons«khae4mSwhidi 
may be supposed aaanisaate their hm^sos, 
» whoOy infionsimem with the eaieteaoe ef 
a desire to possess a kuftr penion ef 
Tokens or of Penniea. The bve of fn^ 
motion is oat of the qnmtion; and, the 
Commandfx in Chief and the Prieioe JEbet* 
fMtt having perceived that the Cemaaa 
JLegioa have so (raiiMently disUt^mtlhd 
themsdves in the army; t^ ie so sayt 
hare so ^remiently shown, -ikat there is 
a differ tnci between them and the native 
troops; the Comnunder in Chief and the 
Prince hasmg discovered, this and htvkf 
declared k, we are not la sapptee cbtt 
any afjMr active ofiBoers w^mmMt^ bat^ 
eathecoBMry, that thigr wiU vqoice, daft 
penoas <A,dmimgmdmi conduct are to^faave 
aaniL i^ the armyi and ^, hi 
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walKLf cMsm^txi^ be proakMj Atrf A 
mhti. ■ Bul t it ii B«t in thit miii^g 
fmiM •{ view ihai I lake the m^tcr. lo 
the mUimf pokn ef vitiv I bave» iodeeily 
tlisk It «k> wiik it. If theGemaMbavr 
<tfiiMjlBdU^ tbetteelvet; if tbey> h»ve 
allBniiil4# HikHmct between iiieiiifcl¥ei 
»d fUee by wben tkey bare Jbeeii aiNs 
iduniM; if tbie be tbe caie, tt it ii ei- 
Mbljr Jtaiedft wby, reallr» ibovfb a» 
iMiflhewi mvf fauneni that tbe oetivc 
ifeMfs bofve been lurpaMed ; ibmA be 
Mtty timentHhit the gbwyt «iMMf4mr 
aiv/» aod af which ao mcb baa beeo aaid 
woAmmth bekiQgs^ ia ao Jetge ipoctiMi^ 
eb fiM^dera, tiUt be will be tee jxHt to 
tmltediagttiaethebtt* He will efpbud 
ebe cettdnct of tbe GommaMier in Ghicf 
terf tbe Prmoe Ragcat m prerliiaaing that 
fkt to tbe world; btiti it he i/Af emtd-^ 
den the flutter, be will not« neverUidbai 
of tfaia meaamrer; b$cmtse U is u 
* aattihujf fo An mmttiUtHm^l Ums 
•J SHgkmd; an aaaertiau which I iba&i 
aow preceedlo qnke good hj jporoat-*-*^ 
t Mf, ihca, pbHily, that the ghriog of 
eheie Oemaaa penoaneiic rank in oiar amqr 
^ what linnet be done kgallf^ tonkiaa 
lM^1ai#^be paiaed to enable the Ki^^ M" 
tttffmt 10 do ao, 01^ at loaat, onleM a 
ia«r lie ^aiHd 10 enable aome body to do 
^,.1^9L*&e%:i of Setfkaaaiit, wltfUh waa^ 
paased to ptovide aganat the co i tthi g eney 
of the Howe of HaaoArer cainiiig to tbe 
^noe of EuUnd, earpreialy saya, that no 
/bretfiier shall, io case that House succeed 
CO tbe dMon^ hold nf cgke or pha df 
irusif civfl or miHiaryf in this kingdom.- 
Aod, another act was afterwards passed, 
when the Hanotefiah family 6ad come tol 
<fSd ibresK, expitssly ptwriding, that ml 
wvor^fbtlurenatiiralizatian bill, there ahotdd 
#0 « oUae probtbttiiif tbe perty t6 be na- 
' finom Mvr ImUuig maj {dace of 
tehrlLermiliUFyatthiskiiqsdom. So 
etat, ia hof ai tbe Act of SettleoMnt and 
dwAetofCeocile'L remain unrepeeled, It 
If ieipessaUy tbat any toreiginr ahonld 
IM^ heid any oKee or phMeof trust,. 
dfttwtfUtary, in«ishlMdooii aid, of 
'^fcdgner can MgaHy held a 
hi oitf army*— 4— p-Botv to 9 
tn, the Aet df Settleaaaat waa 
eqpealedt eya^ cUa bw, made by our 
nttcoMra fiir tbe Umiiim ^f iki Crmm^ 
aril fimkmmr pmmtmig4/ikir^hhmi4 
' MtHim 4f M# p$^i tbia aer was fe<> 

See certain emoati by ^ Act, 
in by Pitt and' poiaed hy thu par- 
ftr eke oUiB Ml eaq^]fim of 
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these very Geivaaa Corps. That Aet, aa. 
I showed in my last volume, page 36o^ 
allowed of the givii^ tf commis^Qus to, 
ybr€i^ officers; zvd,/or wkal? because, 
they understood the li^ffsag^ aod moMnsrs 
of ihe aien to be raiad better than our 
native ofioers could be supposed to underr, 
stand thenu This was, m my opij^ioo^ a 
very poor reason; but it wa« « rmism., 
What, then, could be said in answer tor 
Lord FolkeMone, when he cooaphinadf 
that faceign Officers bad been put int^ 
Muglisk rr jloMiNfv end tad bad the oom^ 
meed of English districts given to them } 
Nothing was said in answer to him ; qk$ 
at least, nothiog but bane assertions were 
made, unsupported by either iact or; aigiit 
BMnt,— >-*-AmQogit other tbbga, howevei[t 
which were advanced Ui answer to hie obr 
servations upon tbe danger of employing 
foreigners in this ¥ray, Perceval miade the 
remarh contained in my Mot(o, and ioh 
sisted, tUat, as the Gersaan Officers had 
only tmnpormjf rank, there could be no 
dai^r arising from them, even if they 
nmo Roman Catbolks. Ho had been 
touched upon 4his point. . He bad been 
aeked what danger there was in the Iriah 
CathoUcs any more than in hia Genataik 
Gaibolics, and thia was bis an(iwer*-*7Tv* 
But! if be were 10 rise fieom bis grave :(mi» 
cy on us!], what would he sayv*now^ 
However^ say what be would \ equivocal^ 
sbuflb, ri^o and twist as loi« aabelihady 
ho conU not ndft out tbe last clause of tiaa 
Aa by whieb these German Gem veeee 
toteraaed; and, unkaa bn oould do dm|t 
be OQold nM auko it lawbd to sive ttie 
German Officers tt r mmm U rmU^ mm 
tboiigb they were aU M i urw iiud first. 1 
Tbe Moffadng Chraniole says, tbat tins 
maanno, fay ^ one sweep nalmMtM tbe 
*^ whole Gorman Legion." This ia \% 
miltake. NodthHceannaturaUietbemy or 
any otia of ihemv hotmactof parlhaamni 
-and| even aoi act of parlianwnr» if it baa 
naturaUaed ifaem, cannot give them per» 
ttianent rank hi our army, nnlaia it fim 
yiirMnr tepoale the Aet of SettlemanL-r*^^ 
It it tme^ ibet'tbe Act of tf04y wblf^ 
autboriaad thelraisidgof^ these German 
Grape, dIdsofiurrepiddieAotof Setilo* 
ao to autboriae tbe King to grent 
to Cmeigners in mos oar/s / 
It went mofiiilttri k did not ai^- 

ear native ooipe; it did not antharfat bjpn 
to employ them In wmf wayjotber tiia»in 
ihewiythtopohnedonti k adaaitto^fcr 
iMml»dkmtiHifim4mfmt$n, iiattbo 
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cheers should b^ foreignefs as well as the 
ineo ; but here it stopped. It was, how- 
ever, asserted by Perceval, that it allowed 
of foreign 'officers being employed all 
through* the army ; though, I believe, that 
this assertion even, if the occasion had 
offered, would not have been re'peated. 

Be this as it may, however, there is 

one clause in the act, which no one can 
torture from its meaqing, and that clause 
is complete as to the impossibility of giving 
permanent rank to' the German Officers, 
without the aid tyf another Aei cf Pariia- 
ment, ' That clause provides expressly, 
that' the Corps and the Gomraislsions* of 
the Cffficers shall cease in twelve months 
after the signing of a treaty of p^ace with 
France, At that time, if it ever come, the 
rank of these men must cease, f6r thtir 
commissions must cease. They can only 
hold commissions in virtue of the Act of 
1804; that act says, that it shall itself die 
in twelve months aHer the peace; and, of 
course, in twelve months after the peace, 
it will be unlawful for any one of these 
Germans to hold a commission in our army ; 
or any place of trust in this kingdom, civil 
or military. To give them permanent 
rani 'is, therefore, impossible without 
another act of parliament; and, whoever 
was ^e adviser of the measure will find, 
that, dever as he may have thought it, 
he will have to discover some other mea- 
sure to supply its place. The Morning 

^Chronicle says, that, if parliament had 
been sittings the measure would not have 
pasied without remonstrance. Well, then, 
; we 'shall sow see the part which his friends, 
'the'Whi^, will act, when the measure 
comes to be discussed in parliament ; for, 
di&ciissed it surely will be before a law be 
passed to allow of these Germans becoming 
officers of permanent rank in our army. 
Whether it is meant, that they. shall be 
capable of having cooimissiont in the 
mtUia I know, not ; but, I* must suppose 
that it is, for if .there be a regulation per- 
mitting officeri of the regular army, with- 
out any qualifi<fation of real property, to 
go into the militia^ the Gemumsiiiay, of 
' course, cpme.into the miiitia from tke re- 
gular army as well as ni^ve o£&cers^ and 
thiis It is possible for us to see a very pret- 
ty concern of it all taken together.- Q, 

yes \ ' The Monaing Ghronide need not be 
uneasy. The question will be discussed in 
parliamedt. llie subject for anxiety with 
the Chronicle ought to be: how ita frioids 
will behave in the case of such discuBMon. 
-*^I caonot dinniis this artide without 
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observing on the great importance of (he 
subject. Let the reader consider, that, if 
permanent rank were given to these Ger- 
mans, and if they were to be enabled to pass 
through the ranks of our army geaerailyy 
they might hold all the principal, com- 
mands. They might have all the rep-* 
ments; they might command in all the 
counties ; they might form the whole of the , 
military officers in the k'mgdom; t/Mf 
might command in the Engineers s^nd 
Artillery, and might be the ^vernonoE 
all xh» (ortresses and garrisons .«-^«-^ReaBy 
it is time that the subject were discussed, 
and especially as such persons as the editor 
of the Morning Chronicle seem to think , 
that the measure which has been ado(Med 
is decisive, and requires the sanaionofno 
other authority to make it valid. — —I 
shall subjoin to this article, one, .with 
little alteration, that I wrote in March last, 
in order to show what was the>/aN'opon 
the subject.. The reader will here find the 
Act of 1804 entire, and the rest of the law 
more fully stated. The battle of Sala- 
manca wiU, in all likelihood, have sever4 
consequences;, but, the reader - noay be 
assured that this step with regard to the 
'Germans, if it finally; have eftot, is the 
most important of ail these eoisequeoce!^ 
The more it.b consictered the fMieiftm?^- 
nitude will become evident* : \ft tbi meain 
while, I beg the reader to peouse with care 
the article which I hereunto subjoin. 

Wm.COBBETT. 
Botlejf:, ^4 September^ l^i^t' 



GERMAN TROOPS, 

Upon this subject, which I am glad to 
see has been, 'at last, noticed in the House 
of Lords, I left two points imtouched in my 
last Number; namely, the justificatioii 
built upon the necessity of the case; and the 
justification built on the Act of FarliammL 
— ! — Vit will take the -last of these fint, 
for» if what is done ht lawfujt^ all that.wlU 
remain . to do will be to show the. necu^ 

of the4aw. ^First, thc^n, there if a law, 

which forbids, and that, too, , in the clearest 
and strongest terms, the suiSering of any 
foreigner to hold any. place of trust, civil or 
miliiary^ tmder the Crown of this kingdom. 
And, whai /oiy is this? Why, itis one pf 
the fundamental laws of the realm. It is 
that very law, by which, and by which 
alone, the present Royal , Family, b0»iiie 
entitled to reign here, ortohaye^any au- 
thodty whattver iuthis co^try; itiS|.iD 
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duMt, that -very hw by which the Crown' 
of this kiDgdom was bestowed upon them. 

fTbe occasion was thii. Jaues II. 

had been driven from the throne dn ac- 
oo^nt of his tyranny; his sod- in- law, the 
Priace of Orange, who had married his 
eMcftt daughter, was invited over to fill 
bt» place, and be with his wife Mtfry were 
crowded king and queen of England, Ire- 
land, andSoHlaod) under the title of Wil-' 
Itsim, mnd Miry ; his <|ueea died, leavimr no 
duldfen; and the Princess Anns, alter- 
"wzrds Qvmt Atmr (a younger daltghter 
of Jame« II. j ^having lost her son by death, 
and there being, no likelihood of either her 
orthekbg having any more: children, it 
became necessary to. provide Against the 
contingency of their diaths. Jarmes 11. * 
had left a sSrtj who, according to lineal 
\k8oeni, * was the undoubted IWtr to the 
throne; but, the nation resolved not to 
havte him, and ID exelude that branch of 
the bmily lor ever, notwithstanding its 
beirship to . the throne. - They then sought 
out another branch, who were Protestants, 
and who they thought would do better 
than ibe. old branch. •—^-^ James IL was* 
the son of Charles, the first, who was the 
son of Jame&.I. That same Jopies I. had 
a daughter. jfifteo^eMi vrfao became b)f mai^- 
riage Queen #f Bohemia; this queen of 
Bo|ieikiia bad ^ ^«9i|^ht«r named Sophia^ 
who, 'by marrifltge, became EUciress of 
Hanover. She, therefore, next after King 
William, and the Princess Amie, becacM 
heiress to the throne, if the son of James 
II. was set aside, as he at this time was. 
Now this Sophia, mind, was the mother of 
Gsonot L who became Elector of Hanover, 

and who afterwards became our King. 

In the vear 1700, called the Idth and Idth 
year ot William III. when,* as was before^ 
observed, there was no longer any pro- 
spect of immediate heirs to William him- 
self or the Princess Anne, an Act was 
passed, to^elUe the crown, in case of their 
dying without heirs, on the head of the 
Princess Sophia, the Electress of Hanover, 
or her heirs. This Act, which for this rea- 
son, is genei^y called the Act of Skt- 
TLEifiitT, Ss entitled, " An Act for the 
*^ fitrthir Limitation of the Crown^ and bet- 
** ter securing the rights and libtrty of the 
** subject*' It was not an Act for merely 
conferring the Crown; it M^as not'an Act 
liar mer^ declaring who should be kings 
sttid who ^ould not ; tbut, also, for Hearing 

iht ri^kU 4ind tiberties of the people.- ^In 

this Act, therefnse, as a foreign family were 
abont to be raised to tlM thronKi and espe- 



cially as that family would continue to 
havc/<>rei^n dominions and subjects^ it be- 
came necessary to provide, that, after any 
of thai family came to the throne, no fo^ 
reigfur should have any power of govern- 
ing in this country ; because, if this 
proviision was not made, it was easy to 
foresee, that the Hanoverians would soon 
have a; eonsiderable part of the power 
in their hands, and the people of this' 
Itingdom would have the mortification 
.to see themselves domineered over by 

favourites fi^om-the Electorate. ^Therc^ 

fore-it was enacted: •' That after the said 
^^ Limitation shall take effect as aforesaid*' 
(that is to say, after the family of Hanover 
should come to the throne) ^^ no person 
<* bom out of the kingdoms of England, 
^' Scotland, or Ireland, or the Dominions 
'< thereunto belonging (although he be na- 
** turalized or made a Denizen, except 
'' such as are bom of English parents) 
<* shall be capable to be of the Privy Coun- 
<^ cil, or a member of either House of 
*^ Parliament, or to enjoy any Office or 
" Place of Trust, either Civil or Military, 
<< or to have any grant of Lands, Tene- 
'' ments, or Hereditaments from the Crown, 
'^ to himself or lo any other or others in 
" Trust for him." Such was the provi- 
sion made, in this respect, for the bHtor 
securing of the rights and liberties of the • 
subject. And, very necessary this provi- 
sion was; for, though the King would. In; 
course of time, as it really happened, be 
born in England^ still he vrould, it was 
well known, have dominions and subjects 
in Hanover, and it was not for men who 
had read human nature to suppose, tfiat he 
would not have a very great regard for the 
country of his ancestors, and that he would 
not have a strong liking for those of his sub- 
jects, who, from the very nature of their 
government, would be much more subser- 
vient to his wishes than his English subjects 
would be. Add to this the inevitable par- 
tialities arising from matrimonial con- 
nocions, running in the same direction, 
and you will see how necessary this provi-* 
sion of the Act was, and how necessary it 

always must have^been. But, whatever 

was ihe reason on vi4iich it was founded^ 
such was the law. And, now, let us see 
whether this law has been chahged^ and, if 
it has, to what extint. ^We are, at pre- 
sent, speaking of the law only in as far as it 
relates to the Foreiai Ttdops ; and, it is 
evident, that, according to the Act of Set- 
tlement^ no foreigner can be employed as 
an officer hi the armyi'that being a place of 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



•40^ 



TQLttKM. KtGISnR.-^Stmm^rpfps. 



vmt 



p^liiary trusty m wUch the Act «o czpress- 
Iv forbids foreigntrs.to be placed. Well, 
then, has this Act been repealed? No; 
byt, amongst the other good thiogs, which 
this nation inheriu bam Pitt and his wars 
against ^* republicans and 7«ve//erf /' Is an 
Act. passed in 1804 to indemnify Pitt and 
ifis associates for having advised the King 
iff violate the abaye-menlioned law ! The 
case was this« Hanover, dear Hanover, 
bad been taken possession of by the French } 
and, neat numbers of the Hanoverian anny, 
■ vriio had net defended Hantver agaiastihe 
9ictich, but who had laid down their anas 
and given up their native country without a 
blow ; great numbers of this army found 
their wav to England, and it was jixiged by 
Pitt and his set, that these were very ht 
persons to t^fiend Englaitd agakist those 
same French ; or, at any rate, it was judged 

Sn^iei; (for whatever rieason) to take these 
[anoveclans into our PAY ! Therefore, 
the parliament not being assembled at the 
time, and tke afiairs of these generous fo- 
xeigners being very pressing, Pitt took 
them into pay ^goiii5< law^ gavecommis* 
8}ons to Officers^ apd ialisted men i and, 
what is more, made no scruple to take Ro- 
man Catholic Officers, though it is well- 
known, that our own Roman Catholic: 
CMBtrymcn cannot become Officers, nor en- 
joy any ^lace^ military thrust. AYhib 

tlBK parliament met be came and proposed 

IBiU of IndemnU^Sot what he had done ; 
at is to say, having advised the King to 
violate the law of the land, he comes and 
proposes to the parliament to pass a law to 
screen him/rom the pumshment due to suck 
a crime; and, without any hesitation the 
parliament did it, as they did in the case 
of the.forty thousand pounds, which it was 
discovered the same Pitt had lent to Boyd 

and Benfield. Here, then, the minister 

gpt a protection for havipg advised the vio- 
lation of this great constitutional Act; but, 
that was not all; for the same parliament 
authorized, by the same Act which screened 
Pitt, the raising of iQfiQO foreign troops^ 
and the putting of them underthe command 
oiforeim ^fl(S«ri.^— H^e is. th^ legal 
' orijpn (^the King's Geman /Legion and the 
ojher German Corps that we have in pur 
pay, and the Officers of which hgve had, 
and yet have, so much authority in this 

kingdom. ^The Act of Settlemeut is, 

thea, in part done away by this Act of 1 804« 
This we all know ; we kaow^ that it is law- 
ful to employ Cmigners in places of military 
trust; but^ the diflbwce is this: while i 
8^ and see it wth sorrow and shamei that 



Germavs^may now hold piaees of ariCtsrf 
trust in this kingdom, I aay .that it ja m0i 
loftful for them to hold siicii pktcee in aaf 
but in Corps composed of foreigntrSf afind 
thar to give them commissions in ota- mrm 
native Corps, of upon the. Staff, io tine 
kiqgdoui,. is a violalion of iafr.«^-^Ii«i 
Folmestone and Sir Johm NBWPotf ia« 
sisted upon this, in the debate, the fiimJB 
der of which will be found below^ taed 
GaosYBNoa has sincei in : the Hoase «( 
Lordfl^ maintained the same, and fata aaad 
that he b ready ao to^lo aMlDft tim LdM 
Chancellor hiosself.-*— -LbrdPALyaamDr^ 
the Secretary at War, and Mr. Pbkcevai^ 
asserted, that ihe Act of 1804 muik^riud 
what had been done, namely, ihe gamtg 
Germans commissidlks in English rnjioiufi 
and posts upon ike Sle^. — ^Uere^ ditt^ 
the parties aiv at issue ; and, iB> onlcr ta 
enable the public to judge betwcea Loid 
Folkestone and Mr. Perceval, I shall here 
insert the whole of the Act of 1804, whidi 
was passed on the 14th of July, the anni* 
versary of the destruction #f the Battfle I 

This^ Act, as the reader will sae, wit 

intended to authorize the King ta ittlist fo- 
reigners and to form ikem. into O^rps^ and, 
.as the preamble expressly states, he ftiato 
be authoriaed to pu* fereign oflioers hiio 
those corps, because thiy ^rert ioH «r* 
quainted itiik the inng^mg^ Jml muMri ef 
the men. How, then, ia the name •£ nn- 
cerity, can it be said, that this Actjmtiftw 
the putting of such officers into^onr iiailiye 
corps ? Will it be pretebded, that they 
are hesi ayminttd with the langitt^ and 
mannersofmvr men too?-' — But, tereis 
the Act itself, which, as the reader wfll 
see, speaks, from one end tAthe other, ef 
nothing but foreign Corps^ and kavce not 
the smallest room for. the interpretMiett, 
which would extend it to our native legi* 
meats, or to the Staff in thia country. 

An Act for cnabting Subjects of Fore^gjn 
Slates to inlist as Soldiers in His Mq/esi^'s 
Service^ and for enabling His 3Tiyesijf to 
grant Commissions to Subjects qf IbreM 
Slates to serve ii^ O^ers or as Engineers^ 
under Icerlain Restrictions; aid to indem* 
nify all Persons who may he^e advisei His 
Majesty to inlist any such Soldier s^ orgrani 
any such Commissions as aforesaid. — Asstd 
July 14, 1804. 

* Whereas it hath been deteied cape* 
« dient by His Majesty, in order to pcovirii 
' in the. speediest manner br the belt« 
* Defence and greater Seciarit^ of the Uiat*- 
' ed Kingdomi in the pceaint iispectast 
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« JbMtore ^ A&irt^ to penoit' certtiii 
*;.F«rt]gDm, now iq €nai JfrUaiHiia inUtt 
^caoMdtevs into His Mtjctty^i ttrvioe^uul 
*.£» tbebctttr di8€jplinio|r of iuch Sol- 
^.6i€t9, TO FOBM THEM INTO R£GI- 

* MENT8) BATTAUONS, OR CORPS, 
^tond to grant GomnisiaBS or Letters of 

* Servite: THEREIN, to oertahi Foroign 

* Officors aoquaiatcd with their MAN^^ 
*.NERS AND LANGUAGE ; and it mar 
*.be expedient, during the Goatimianee'of 

* the praent War, to augnent auch Regi- 
*T <H W U ^; /ftyn rHwi a, - or Corpe^-and lo 
^ Harm other RegimcBti, fianaiioaa, ok* 
^ Corpa, and to inlist aa Soldiers to serve 
', THEREIN itspeaaToly; such other Fo- 
^ rcigders as shall be wUUng to Inlist 

* f bonsdvcs itito His Majesty's Service \ and 

* also toenaUe His Majesty to grant Coaa- 

* saissions or .Letters of ^Service to Foreign 

* OfiBcers THEREIN; and it is proper that 

* all persona who diall or. may have aid- 

* .vised His.Majesty loinlist such Soldiers, 
\ and to grant such ComnMssionS' oc Letters 
' oC ServJce afcmaid^ shoiiM be indeemi- 
^.ied; and k is necessary that Quarters 
^•ahonld be providBd Jkm such RegioMmts, 
VEatialioaB, or Corps j diawg their oonti- 
^-nuance ta any .part .of the United- King^ 
^.dotnr' V Be it theveibre enacted by ihe 
JCyig^j mmi Excdlent Msjesiy, by atid^ 
^wkW the ^^hjifnat and Cement of iho' 
Londs^ Spiritual and Temponl, and Com- 

s, in )thts present Parliainent aasan- 
ir^ and by the Authority of xbt same, 
Tbac ^1 such Foreign S^dkrs as have 
been laktadyinifstod. into. His Ms^est/s 
aei^ice,* and fariaed into .Regiments, fiat« 
laliena, or Gorpo, as aforesaid, ahall be 
doomed and taken to have been and to be 
i^gaUy and eSectwdly inlisted and form- 
ed r.nd ail such .GoBomissmo, or Letters 
eiC Service as. have been already gniaied 
hf His Majesty to any Foreign O^sen in 
anch Regiments, Batnlieiis, or Gorps, shall 
be deemed and taken to have been and to 
be legally and isfiectqally granted, and 
AaU resiam and oentmae in .force in like 
nonner ki aM respecu as if such Soldiers 
bad fbeev inlisted and ibrmed^ and soch' 
€Dibniis8iot|S or Letters of $(Brvice had 

- been gnintod, aft^r the passing and wider 
the Pn>viii(ms of this Act ; and HH md 
oviery Person or Penoos who ahall or may 
b«ve advised Hi« Maijescy to mlist auob 
Soldiers, and to grant audi Gommisaiensor 
letseia of Service as aforesaid, shaU be, 
amd <bey and he are or is beieby faHy and 

waffictaatiy indemnified; any Law oir 9ta- 
Hac^ttfc the cotttwry notwitli!lwwtiag< 



ILAhd be it farther eflacted^' Thatle 
shall and may be laWfal for His Majesty, 
his Heirs and Successors, from Tiaoe %» 
Time, to augment such Resimentss Batta'^ 
Hons, or Gorps, so ali^ady toi>med as albre* 
said, .and to form any other Regilnemtf 
Battalions j or Gorps, and to that End to> 
inlist as Soldiers to serve in toy such Re<^ 
giments. Battalions,^ or Gorps, any Fo- 
reigners who shair voluntarily enter them* 
selves 9i Soldiers to ecrve THEREIN t 
ProviM always, that theire shall not be, 
\^Hhin any Fart of thoDhited Kingdbil^ 
more in the whole than Urn thonsalnd mmt 
ser^g in snch Regimenta, Battatiens^ or 
Gorps, at any one Ti»e« 

Illi And be it further enacted, Hiat it 
shall be lawful for any such Persons, Sub* 
jecu of any Foreign Stateft as shall bo 
willing to serve His Majesty, to inlist aa 
Soldien, and to accept Gommissicos ^>r 
Letters of Service, to servo as Offiotfv 'or 
Engineen, from His Majesty, his Heirtaad 
Successors, or from any Persons di|ly an* 
tboriacd by His Majesty to grssit sncb 
Gommissions or Letters of Service (whkh 
Goamissioos and Letters of Secvioe it shall 
be law&il for His Majesty, or for any Per* 
sons duly antboriced in that behalf as afero«> 
said, to grant : ) Provided always, that tiO' 
such Officer, wheii hr shall be ceduoed, ' 
afasA be >eMitled to receive Half^-Payr 
Provided nevertheleso,' that wben any such 
Officer shall be rendered incapable- i^ MW 
litary SerricC by Woiinds or InfirmitieSy. 
contracted whUe ht shall be discharging 
bit Mflkary Duty during thie Period oT hte. 
continuing to serve as such Officer under 
the Provisions of this Act, then and insoch 
case it shall be lawhl for His Majesty to 
make such Provision for such Officer as ho 
shall tbink proper and necessary, so that 
such Pro¥iston shall in no Gase ei^ceedtho 
Half Pay of the Raik in the BRITISif 
Service, similar to that which such Officer 
shalt Inve held at the Time of his becom^ 
ing so hicapable as aforesaid: Provided 
am, that no such Person as aforesaid shall 
be Mble to My Pain,' PenaKy,* or For- 
.fckure whacev^, for having actn^cd kny 
stMh Gommis^lori, or inlisted as a So4dier 
IN ANY St?CH REGIMENTS, BAT^ 
TALIONS, OR GORf^, AS AFORE- 
SAID, hy reason of his having professed 
the Ibpish ReHgioer, and tiot having de^ 
dared the sauve at the time of hia acc^* 
ing such G^mmislidn or hdisthlg, 

IV. AndbeitAuth^toat^, That all 
Officers, Non-^omitilskionedOffieers,Dhlni» 
laaift, imd Friraie Sdldktv roq^ecthtlf 
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serving under the Provisions of this Act, 
shail^ whilst in His Majesty's Service as 
aforesaid, ,be subject and liable to such 
Articles of War as His Majesty hath esta- 
blished or may think fit to establish for the' 
better Government of the said Forces, and 
for bringing Offenders against the same to 
Justice, and for constituting Courts Mar* 
tial with Power to try, hear, and determine 
any Crimes or Offences by such Articles 
of War, and inflict Penalties, b^ Sentence 
or Judgment of the same, andmaybebiU 
leted. smd quartered, and be received and 
provided for ii; Quarters: Provided ai- 
waysi that no Officer, Non-commissioned 
Officer, Drummer, or Soldier^ shall, by 
suck Articles of War, be subject to any 
punishment extending to Life or Limb, 
for any Crime which is cot expressed to 
be so punishable by an Act of this Session 
of Parliament, mtituled. An Jd for punish- 
ing Mutiny and Desertion^ and for the better 
Ihjf merit qfthe Armband their Quarters i and 
for such Crimes as are expressed to be so 
j^unishable in the said Act, in any manner 
or under any regulations which shall not 
accord with the Provisions of the said Act : 
Provided also, that every Person who shall 
be inlisted as a Soldier under the Autho- 
riiy of this Act, shall be attested in such 
manner as His Majesty shall direct, by 
such Articles of War and not otherwise; 
and that such Officers, Non-commissioned 
Officers, Drummers, and Private Soldiers 
respectively shall take such oath for their 
Fidelity, and their Continuance in His Ma- 
j^ty's service, as His Majesty shall in like 
manner direct, and no other. 

V. Provided always, and be it further 
enacted. That this Act shall continue in 
Force durin| the present War, and until 
one Year after the Termination thereof, 
by the ratification of a IDefinitive Treaty 
ot Peace, and no longer* 

Such, reader, is the Act of Parliament, 
which has been interpreted to mean, that 
foreign Officers may be put into English re- 
gimentSi and that they may also m pUiced 
in the command of the several districts of 
this kingdom: in short, it has been inter- 
preted to mean, that the whole of our re- 
gular army. may be legally put under the 
command of. Hanoverians or other foreign- 
ers ; and that, every part of this kmgdom 
may be legally put under the command of 
the same persons. I say, with Lord 
Folkestone, that the Act means no. such 
thing; but, if it did, to what a pass are we 
come? To what a state have thene Anti- 



Jacobin wars and these Lawyers brought 
us? If the King, or his ministers^ have it' 
in their power to displace all our native 
Officers, from the Ensign to the Genenl,' 
and to put Hanoverians in their stead ; if 
this Act of Parliament gave them the 
power to do this, then are we in a state to 
DC envied by no nation upon the face of' 
the earth; then are we in a state to excite 
the pity, or, rather, t^e contempt, of aii' 
those whom we have affixted to despise. 
For, you will observe, reader, that, it is 
not here a question of dut^et* U they can 
appoint one foreigner to command Eag-' 
lishmen, . they can appoint a thousand. 
There is no limit ; and, then, again, I say, 

we are, at last, come to a piretty pass i 

Observe, too, that Roman Catholics may, if 
FOREIGNERS, be commissioned accord-' 
mg to this act; so that, you see, if Mr.' 
Perceval's interpretation hold good, Roman 
Catholics may possess a// the offices in our 
army; they may command in all our 
districts; they may enjoy all the places 
of military trust in the kingdom, not ex- 
cepting the governorships of the forts and 
castles. Yes, if Mr. Perceval's interpre-' 
tation of the Act be good. Baron Bock of 
Bar^n Linsingen might be appointed Lieu- 
tenant of the Tower of London, and I do' 
not know that they might not bl ippoiuted 
Xords Lieutenants of Countiea/'^for that is 
also a place of military trust. In short, if 
that imerpretation.be admitted, theAaof 
Settlement, as to iu most important proH* 
sion, is no more, and we are exposed to 
all the dangers that it was intended to 

prevent. At the time when ttis Act 

was passed, it was strongly protested 
against by Mr. Francis, Mr. H. Hutcbin- 
SON and Mr. Peter Moore ; but, none of 
these gentlemen anticipated the use that 
has since been made of it. . Little did they 
imagme, that it would be made the ground 
whereon to introduce German Officers 
into our own regiments and to put German 
Generals to command English districts. 
In one stage of the Bill, the Secretary of 
War said : *' that as this was only a mea- 
^^ sure for providing for a cer^in number 
" of brave men, who had been forded la 
<* leave their own country^ he hoped the Bill 
" might proceed in iu course." Redid 
not point out the particular instances in 
which this bravery bad been displayed/ 
.nor did he explain, how the people had 
been forced away from their own fXHmtrf; 
but, at any rate, it. was In this. humble lona. 
that the Hiinoverians were introduced* 
We were then told o£ their distresses ; oC 
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their forlorn shualion ; of. the crueliies ex* 
ercised against . them by the French. In 
short, they were held out to us 05 objects 
€kf compassion. But,- now, faith, we are 
to listen to accounts . of their merits ; 
of their skill ; of their valour. We have 
now to behold them put in high com- 
viands ; in short, to behold tliem command- 
ing English regiments^ English generaby and 
English Urriiory. Tbe provision, rela- 
tive xo. Roman ialhoUcs^ has been several 
times noticed in and . out of parliament ; 
but, it has always been said, in answer, 
that there can be no great danger from 
this, because confined to a few foreign 
Corps^ whereas o\ir asvn Roman Catholics^ 
if tbey were admitted, would find their 
way into all the regiments in the service, 
and mi^t pdssess many oT.the great com- 
inand3 on the Staff. What, however, will 
be said now ? . Mr- Perceval's interpreu- 
tioo of the act of 1S04 allows the King to 
put Roman Catholics into all the Military 
Con^mands, provided only that those Ro- 
man Catholics be FOREIGNERS ! This 
makes the indignity upon otir own.Catho- 
lics ten thousami times greater than it was 
before. It is well biown, that the volun- 
tary services of many of our own Roman 
Catholic noblemen and gentlemen have 
been absoluc^ refused; and, yet, do we 
see these Cortipi Catholics admitted^ as we 
are now told they legally are, not only into 
any. of our native corps, but to the com- 
mand of large portions of our army in our 
ovirn^untry? Jf what has been done in 
this way be lawful^ if Mr. Perceval's in- 
terpretation of the Act 9! 1.804 be allowed 
to be good, German Catholics may com- 
mand all th^ regiments and garrisons and 
districts in Irela^, wliile an Irish Catholic 

can have no such command I ^That is 

quite enough. Not another word ne(^d be 
said upon this part of the subject. The 
re^er will now judge for himself what 
law there is fur the employing of these fo- 
reigners in English regiments and the 
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Grand Frencjilrmy. First Bulletin^ 

diUejial Gumbinnen^ JuneW, 1812. 
Towards the end of 1810, Rdstia alter- 
ed ber political system-r-the English spirit 
ni^ed its iofluence— the Ukase respecting 
Commierce w^as its first act. In Fe- 
bruary, 1811, .five.divisioni of .the Russian 
army quined the Danube bylorcedmarches,^ 



and proceeded to Poland. By this move*-* 
ment Russia sacrificed Walladua and Mol' * 

da via. When the Russian armies weie 

imited and formed, a Protest against France, 
appeared, which was transmitted to every* 
Cabinet. Russia by that announced, that 
she felt no wish even to save appearances. ' 
All means of conciliation were employed 
on the part of France — all were inefiectual.: 
— : — Towards the close of 181 1 , six months 
after, it. was manifest in France that all " 
this could end only in war. Preparations, 
were made for it. The garrison of Dantzic 
was increased to 20,000 men. Stores o€ 
every description, caimons, muskets, pow- 
der, amoiunition, pontoons were conveyed 
to that place ; considerable stuns of money 
were placed at the disposal of the deparu . 
ment of engineers for the augmentation of ' 

its fortifications. The army was placed 

on the war establishment. The cavalry, 
the train of artillery, and the military 
baggage train, were completed.-: — ^la 
March, 1812, a. treaty of alliance was 
concluded with Austria; the preceding 
month a treaty had been concluded with 

Prussia. In April the first corps of the 

Crand Army marched for the Oder, the 
second corps to the Elbe, the third corps 
to the Lower Oder, the fourth corps set 
out from Verona, crossed- the Tyrol,, and 
proceeded to Silesia. The Guards left 

Paris. On the 22d of April, the Em* 

perorof Russia took the command of his 
army, quitted St. Petersburg, and moved 

his head-quarters to Wilna. In the 

commencement of May the first corps ^r 
rived on the Vistula, at Elbing, and Ma- 
ri^nburg; the second corps at Marien- 
werder, the third corps at Thorn, the 
fourth and sixth corps at Plock, the fifth 
corps assembled at Warsaw, the eighth 
corps on the right of Warsaw, and the se- 
venth corps at Pulawy. The Emperpr 

set out from St. Cloud on the 9th of May; 
crossed the Rhine on the ISth, th^ Elbe on 
the 29th, and the Vistula ou the 6th of 
June. , 

Second Bulletin of the Grand Arnuf^ Wil- 
kowiski. — June 22, 1812. ^ 

All means of efiecting an understanding 
between the . two empires became impos- 
sible. The spirit which reigned in the 

Russian Cabinets hurried it on to war. ' 

General Narbonne, Aid-de-Camp to the 
Emperor, was dispatched to Wilna, and 
oould remain. there only a.fewdavs.- By 
that was gained the proof, that the demand. 
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e^osHf Irrof^t :iirf bMraordtdarf ^ whkb 
bM been made by Prince Kurakio, and ut 
wiiich he declared, that he would not enter 
into anf explanatioit before Fiance had 
eracoaied the territory of her ewn Allies, 
fti order to leave them at ibe mercy of 
fcmia, was the sUuq^non of tha Ga- 
Moei, and it made that a matur of boast 

to Foreign Powers. -The first corps ad- 

▼aooed to the Pregd. The Prince of Eck- 
iiuhl had his head*quarters, on the 1 1th of 
jyme, at Konlpberg. — -The Marshal 
Bcd» of Reggio, commai^ing tfe second 
qarps, had his head-quarters at Wehlau ; 
|he Marshal Duke of Eichiogen, command- 
iBg the third corps, at Soldass ; the Prince 
Vkerey, at Rastenburg ; the King Qf West* 
phalia, at Warsaw; the Prince Pooia- 
lowski, at Pultusk. The Emperor moved 
Ids head-quarters, on the 12th, to Ko- 
irigsberg, on the Pregd ; on the 17th to 
Insterburc; oin the 10th to Gumbinnen. 
*— — A slight hope of accommodation still 
ftmamed. The Emperor had given orders 
to Count Lauriston to wait on the Emperor 
Alckander, or on his Minister for Fbreign 
Al&trs, and to astertain whether there 
miight not yet be some means df obtaining a 
feconsideration of the demand of iPriAce 
JKurikin, and of retonciling the honour tX 

Srknce, and the interest of her allies, with 
le 4|>ei^ a itegoiBiati6n.-^^1rhe s^nir 
^Mt Whidi had previously swayed the 
^issian Gabuiet upon variems pretexts, 
prevented Gount Lauriston fr<ym accom^ 
plishing his mission; and it appeared for 
the firtt time, that an Ambassador, under 
drcumstances of to much importance, was 
unable to obuin an interview, either with 
the Sovereign Or his Minister. The Secre- 
tary of Legation, Prevost, brought this in- 
tellig^neetoGumbintaen; and tM Emperor 
iMued orders to maith, for the pdfpose of 
pttssbg the Niemas. 'The conquered,' 
observed he, ^assume the tone of con- 
^erork: fate drags fhem en ; let theit des- 
tinies be folfilled.' Hia^ Majesty caused 
the following proclamation to ht inserted in 

the Orders ot the Army: Soldiers! 

The second war of Poland |ias commenced. 
The first was brought to a dose at Fried- 
land and Tilift. At Tilsit, RuMia tfwore 
eternal alliance wkfa France, aad wir with 
Saglanda She now violates her oatfae. 
She refiieei to give any emplanation of her 
strange conduct, until the Eagles of France 
fhattliave repassed the Rhine, leaving, by 
each a moi^ement, our atiiea al her mercy. 
Russia ia dragged along by a fatality! Her 
be acQosiplisfaed* Sbetud 



she,tb9k,coMBdcrnsdeg«iaMe? Kst'mt 
nd longer to be looked npon as tfaesiMsfets 
ofAust^ita? Sheofftrsuatlieabeniaeive 
of dishonour or war. The chokn caoade 
admit of hesiution. Ltt oa, tfaea, naarck 
ferwardr Let us pass the Nieoiien. Ldt 
us carry die war into her ttr rit oryi Thr 
second war of Poland wiU be as glerionattf" 
the Fitaeh arms as die first: lmtdR[ 
which vre shall condade vrtll be ib < 
guarantee and will pot an end to* 
proud and haughty influence which 
has for fifty years exercised is the ^ffuatttt 
Europe* : * * 

third BulUtin of the Grand Ahmf* 
KownOf June 25, 181S. 

On the 25d of June, the Kin^ of Na|>lif 
[Mttrat) who commands the cavalry, trans-* 
tiened his head-quarters to within tw# 
leagues of the Nkmen, upon its left borit:. 
This Prince has under his immediate orders 
the corps of cavalry commanded by GeAe^* 
rals CounuNansouty and Mondbren; M 
one composed of the divbioas under Che 
command of Generals Counts BmyereaE, 9t^ 
Germahi, and Valance ; the ifthcr oo^il*^ 
Ing of the difvisions under the ordera of 
General Baron Vauier and Gen*all|ODuiidlr 
Sebastiani and Defrance, — -^firshitfrmck 
d'Ecsmuhl, cotmiiattdtiig w farlP^tetpet 
moved his bead-quartets to the riurtaoflhe 

great forest of Pilwlaky. ^tlie aeoood 

corps and the Imperial Guards lUlMrM flitf 
line of mardi of Che first corm. — s-lfte 
third corps took the direction by Marien- 
pol; the Viceroy, with the 4th and M 
corps, which remained in the rear, march^ 

■ed upon Kalwarrv. ^The King; of West^ 

phalia proceeded to Novogrod with iht 

5th, 7th, and tol .corps.- The irst'Am^ 

trian eorps, commanded by the Prinoe d 

Schwartsenbeif, quitted Lembeiv on the 

- , made a movement on its left, aql 

tirew nearer to Ld>lin. The ponloai 

tram, under the orders of Gen. fiUe^ ar> 
rived at the advanced posts near Kowno; he 
took ft Polish cloak and eap^from one of the 
light cevalry, and 4nspectei the banb of 
tiie Niemen, accompanied by Gen« Haiio^ 
of the engineers alotte«-**--^At c^bt in the 
etentng the army was mm in motioo. * At 
ten. Count Morand, Oieneral of Diviilooi 
ponedovcar dttte c om|w mie s of vie liig i Mn t 
and at the same t«K three biidfeo wofe 
thrown acioss the NioMQ. At olefoif 
three columns debouched over the tkfoe 
bridgesr At a quarter peat one, day hu«i 
to appear. At noon, Cenerat Buen F)|f«t 
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dmvcbe&ifefckJiadoiKlttf Coitacks, and 
tmak fmtifmum of Kxmao wiih a sogk bat-^ 
taOMB^-r — QB'thet4lfa thcEmperDr pvo^ 

rpi^iai f ICamn. Marshal the Prince 

of SdanuU piuhed fin'ward hit head-<|oar* 
l«r»io RomichicM* uxl the King of Naples 

to JihetaoiNu. During the fm>le of the 

Mtkand ef the dOth, the araf was defiling 
hf the three bridges. In the evtsiing crt 
tW Mth, the £nip«i»r canted a new bridge 
to he thrown OTCr the VUia oppMite Kowno, 
and diiecied Marshal the Uukt ef ftettio 
\ it with.(die tscoq^ coijP<* The ro- 
Ugbt bone of the gnardlt crossed the 
r by twiosming. Two metf were 
rtwiiTMug, when they were picked up by 
two liwi— riips of the 3Cth ^ght ioAniry. 
Gokoel Oochtetac having Unpradently ea- 
peeed himaelf to aflbrd than astistance, had 
acariy &Ueo a sacrifice hansdf ; a swim- 

acfr of his ffcgimeat saved him. On the 

Mlh, the Duke of Skhitigen poshtd on 
t^JBonoekm: dM King of Naples advanced 
tm JigoMiriui. The eneany's ligfai troops 
wwe driven in and pnnued on every aide. 

•^ On the S6th, Manhal ihe Duke ef 

Ekhingen arrived at Skoroole. The light 
4Kviti|£s of carahry covert thewhela J^min 

t# within, ten leagnet of Wilna. Mar- 

alial th^ Du)[eof TSirentum, who commands 
the liJA cori^f competed in part of the 
Pras^li^ t«3U dM» Kieivii on th^^^M^ 
at Tikit, and. moved upon Rotttena, in 
ord^ <o depr Ae right bank of that riveri 
afid to protect the invigatien«— llanhal 
cbe Boke of Belltino, commanding the Mi 
cdrp^, and having imder his orders the di- 
visions Depdelety LagrangCi Durette, and 
lPi^'touiieanZ| occupies the country bttwetu 
the Elbe and the Odcr.^ — -The Genend of 
Division) Count Rappi Goveroor of Dant* 
zic^ has imder his oracrs die division Daen- 

dris. -The General of Diraion, Count 

Xiogeudorpf is. Governor of Konigsbcrg* 

^The Eameror of Russia is ^t Wima 

vridi ins goaras, and one part of liis aqny 
o6tepyiqg Romkonto ni and Newtiooki. 

fmnkAdUtin tf ihM Grani Am^^f^ 
V WINk Am* ». ^ 

Ondie 97|hihe Emperor arrived at the 
advanced posts'*at two m the aftetnoon^ and 
put ihe arqiy in motion for ttie purpose of 
approachii^ Wilna, and attacking the Rus,- 
sianaribyat day-break of the 2Sm« should 
it wish to defend Wiba, or retara iu cap- 
ture in order to save the immense maeazioes 
which it had there. One Russian division 
ook^ied Troki| and another division was. 



on the heigbu of Traka.-r— -Jkt day-bceak 
of the 98tb the Ki^g of * Naples put himtdC 
in motion with the advanced guards ao<| 
the tight cavalryiif Goeral Count Rruyeret« 
The Marshal Pciaice of Edumihl supported 
him with hit corpt. The Russians -every; 
where retired* After exchangii^ soma 
cannon-shot, they tnosted the Vilia in all 
haste, burned the wooden bridge of Wilna| 
aM tek fire to iauaente magadnet, valued 
at many snillient of rublet< more than 
lM,OeOfuinUls of flour, an immense sup^ 
ply of for^ and of oato, and a great ipasa 
of articles of clothing, were bimied. A' 
great quantity of arms, in wbich Ibisaia it 
ingoieral deficient, and of warlike stores^ 
was destroyed aiid thrown into the VHaa* 

At mid-day the Emperor entered Wil« 

naJ At du»e o'clock the bridge over the 
Vilia vrat ro^^sublishod. All thtf carpen^ 
ters of the city repaired to it with aeal^ and 
constructed a bridge^ while the podtoneera 
at the same time constructed another.— ^« 
Thedivisieaof Bfuyeres fdlowtd the enemv 
by the left bank. In a slight aflBur witft; 
their rear, about $0 carriaget were takoa 
from the Rutsians. There were some med 
killed and wounded; aasoog the tatter it the 
Captain of Haitart, S^giir. The PoUth 
light horteof the nurd made achai^ot 
the riritt bank of the Vilia, puttorodt^ 

bCTof Cotsacks. On ihe ftSdi, theDaka 

of R^io had crossed dieVaia, byabridgb 
thfown over near Kowno. OntheMthha 
marched iqpon Javou, and on the 97tb o* 
Chatooi. This BMivement obUged 'the 
Prmce of Vittcentiein, Commandant of the 
firtt corpt of the Rottian army, to evacgata 
all Samogitia, and the country lying bo^ 
tween bwno and the tisa, and to retsra 
upon Wilkomir, after obtaining a reaa^ 
iiKcement of tvro regiments of tlw Guarde. 

On the !iMi a rencounter took plaee. 

The Marshal Duke of Reggio found the ena- 
my drawn up opposite DeveUove* A ean*> 
nonadioff commcooed; the enemy wat 
driven from one position to another; and 
passed the bridge witb so much precipini^ 
iiou, that he «o|ild not set fire to it. Mi 
lost 9P0 prisoneiti toong whom ut i 
ral oflioers, and about 100 killed ori 
ed. Our loss amounts to about iO i 
— ^ — The DUhe of Reggio praises the hdh 
gaite of ii^ cavalry^ oommanded by Gtnck 
nd Baron Cattex, and the llth rMimmtaf 
light infantry, competed entirely ofFwih 
men from the d^artments beyond the Alpe# 
The younff Roman conscripts have shewn a 
giteA dOid of intrepid!^*-— -Hie enemjr 
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set O^e to his grand magazine at Wilkoinir. 
Up to the last inoment the inhabitants were 
pillaging some barrels of floor; vre succeed- 

fed in recovering a part of it. On the 

dSkh the Duke oF Eldhiogen threw a bridge 
over the Vilia, opposite SouderVa. Some 
columns received a direction of. march by 
the roads : of Grodno and Volhynia, for the 
purpose of coming up with Various Russian 
corps that were cut ofif .and scattered-— — 
Wikia .is a city cojitaining from 95 to 
30,000 souls, with a great number of con* 
vents, fine ptiblic buildings, and itihabi- 
lants full of patriotism.' Four or five hun- 
dred young men of the University, above 
eighteen, and belonging to the best families, 
have requested to form a regiments — ^Tbe 
enemy is retiring upon the Dwina. A 
great number of Officers of. the Staff and of 
cstafettes are daily falling into our hands^ 
We ate obtaining proofs of the exaggeration 
of all that Russia has published with re- 
gard to the immensity of her means.-^ Only 
•two battalions to each regiment' are with 
the army: the third battsdions, the state- 
jueots of the situation of many of which 
bave been found in the intercepted corres- 
pondence of the o£Boers of the depots with 
the regimentSy do not amount for the most 

part to 120 of 200 men. The Court set 

off from Wilna 24 hours after being api 
^{Hrieed of our passage a Kowno. Samogitia^ 
lathuania, are- almost entirely liberated* 
:The centralization of Bagrathiota towards 
ithe North has very much weakened the 

troops which were to defend Volhynia. 

The King of Westphalia, with the corps of 
Prince Poniatowski, and the 7th and 8th 
corps, must have entered Grodno ou the 

.^dth. Difierent columns have set out to 

fall upon the flanks of the corps of Bagra- 
*thion, which, on the 20th, received oilers 
to proceed by forced marches from Prouja- 
jaard towards Wilna, and the head of which 
4ud already arrived within four days' march 
of the latter city ; but events have forced it 
to retreat, and it is now pursued. Hi- 
therto the campaign has not been sanguin- 
•ary; there have been only manoeuvres : we 
have made in all 1000 prisoners. But the 
•enemy has already lost the capital and the 
-greater part of the Polish provinces, which 
.are in a state of insurgency. All the ma- 
-gatines of the -first, second, and third lines, 
die result of two years' care, and valued at 
more than 20 millions of rubles, are con- 
•tumed by the flames, or fallen into our 
power. In fine, the head quarters of the 
•French army are in the place where the 
-Court was ibr ^ weeks.— -^Amidst the 



great number of intercepted letters, the fol- 
lowing are remiarkable: the one from the 
Intendant of the Russian army, who com- 
municates, that Russia having already lost 
all her magazines of tfie' 1st, the 2d, and 
3d lines, is reduced to the situation of 
forming new ones in all haste > the other 
from Duke Alexander of Wirt'emb^, 
which shews, that after a ctimpaign of a few 
days, the provinces of the centre are already 
declared m a state of war. In the pre- 
sent situation of things, had the Russian 
army believed that^they had any chance of 
vict<*y, the defence of Wilna would have 
been equivalent to a battle; aud in all 
countries^ but particularly m that whtte we 
now are, the preservation of a triple line of 
magazines should have determined a Gene- 
ral to risk tlie chances of it. Manoeuvres, 

then, alone have placed in the power of the 
French army a cotisiderable portion cl the 
Polish provmces, the capital, and three 
lines of magazines. The magasiues of 
Wilna were set on fire with sq much preci- 
pitation,- that we have been unable to save a 
great many things. 

fijlh Bulletin of the Grand Arn^. — Wdm^ 
July 6. 

The Russian army was posted and or,gan- 
ized in the following mandbr at tEie cocfi- 
mencement of hostilities;-' — The first 
corps, commanded by the Prince Wittgen- 
stein, consbting of the 5th and 14th dfvi- 
sious of infantry, and one division of caval- 
ry, amounting in the whole to 18,000 men, 
including artillery and sappers, had been 
a considerable time at Ghawii. It had since 
occupied Rossiena, and was, on the 24th of 

June, at Reydanoni. The second corps, 

commanded by General Baggawont, con- 
sbting of the 4th and I7th divisions of in- 
fantry, and one division of cavalry, coosti^ 

tutmgthesame force, occupied Kowno. 

The third corps, commanded by General 
Schomoaloff, composed of the 1st division 
of grenadiers and one division of infahtry, 
and a divbion of cavalry, amounting to 

,24,000 men, occupied Nov-TrockU 

The 4th corps, commanded by General 
TutscUoff, composed of the 11th and 23d 
divisions of infantry, and one divbion of 
cavalry, in the whole 18,000 men, was 
stationed on the line from Nov-Trocki to 
Lida.-- — ^The Imperial Guards were at 
Wilna.— ^The. sixth corps, commanded 
by General Doctorow, consisting of two di- 
visions of infantry and one of cavalrr^ 
amounting to 18,000 men, had fonn^a 
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part of the army of. PriDce Bdgration. In 
the middle of June this corps arrived at Lida 
from Volhlnia, in order to reinforce the 
first army. It lay at the end of June be- 
tween Lida and Grodno. The fifth 

corps, composed of the second division of 



grenadiers, of the ISth, 18th, and 26th di- 
visions of infantry, and two divisions of ca- 
valry, was on the 30th at Wolkowisk. 
Prince Bagration commanded this corps, 
which might probably amount to 40,000 
inen. Lastly, the 9th and l#th divi- 
sions of infantry, and a division of cavalry, 
commanded l)y General Markow, . was at 

the extremity of Volhinia. The passage 

of the Vilia, which took place on the 25th 
of June, and the movement of the Duke of 
Reggio upon Janow, and towards Ghatoui, 
obliged the iorps of Wittgenstein to pro- 
ceed towards Wilkomir and on its left; 
and the corps of Bagawont to make for 
Dunabourg by Mouchnicki and Gedrottse. 
These two corps were thus cut off from 

Wilna. The third and fourth corps, 

and Russian Imperial Guards, retired from 
Wilna upon Nementschin, Swentzianoui, 
and Vidzoni. The Kinc of Naples pressed 
them vigorously along both banks of the 
' Vilia. The tenth regiment of Polish hus- 
sars, which were at the head of the column 
of the division of Count Sebastian!, came 
, up nejr Leb^o with a regiment of Cos- 
sacks who covered the rear*guard, and 
charged at full gallop, killed nine, and 
made about a dozen prisoners. The Polish 
troops, which up to this moifient have en- 
gaged in a charge, have shown rare resolu-. 
lion. They are animated by enthusiasm 

and passion. On the 3d of July the 

King of Naples marched upon Swentziani, 
and there overtook Baron Tully's rear- 
guard. He gave orders to General Moiit- 
brun to charge, but the Russians did not 
wait the attadk, and retired with such pre- 
cipitation, that a squadron of Huhlans, 
which was returning from a reconnoisance 
onthesideof Mihailetki, fellin with our 
posts* It was charged by the 12th Chas- 
seurs, and the whole either taken or slain. 
Sixty men were taken with their horses. 
The Poles, who are amongst these prison- 
ecs, have applied to serve, and have been 
taken, full OKiunted, in the Polish troops. 
-^^-^—On the 4tb, at day-break, the King of 
Naples entered Swentziani, the Marshal 
Duke of Elchineen entered Maliatoni, and 

Marshal Duke of Reggio, Avanta. On 

the 30th of June, Marshal the Duke of Ta- 
rentnm arrived at Rossieua : he proceeded 
heyood that to Poneviejii Chawli, and 
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Tesch., The immense magazines which 

the Russians had in Samogitia have been 
burned by themselves, which has occasion- 
ed an enormous loss, not only to their 
finances, but still more to the subsisteoee 

of the people. Tlie corps of Doctorow, 

however, viz. the 6th Corps, was sliil on 
the 27th of June without any orders, and 
had made no movement. On the 28th it 
assembled and put itself in motion, in order 
to proceed to the Dwina by marching on its 
flank. On the 30th its advanced guard en- 
tered Soleinicki. It was charged by the 
light cavalry of General Baron Bordc Soull, 
and drivto out of the village. Doctorow, 
perceiving that he was anticipated, turned 
fTo be continued,) 
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American States. Correspondence on 

the Orders in, Council. Mr. Monroe 

to Mr. Foster. — Washington. June 4* 
1812. 

can be of no avail either in the support or 
violation of maritime rights. This con- 
struction is the more justifiable, from the 
consideration that it is supported hy the 
corresponding acts of the French Govern- 
ment, continued from the time of the re- 
peal, and by communications to the Minis- 
ter Plenipoteptiary of the United Sutes at 
Parb to the date of that report. —I b^ 
you. Sir, to be assured, that it is painful t6 
me to have imposed the least embarrass- 
ment on you, by the correspondence on the 
difference between the tenor of Lord Gas-, 
tlereagh's letter to you, and your's founded' 
on it to me. I continue to persuade my- 
self, however, that you will become sensi- 
ble, that with a knowledge of the extent 
given by your Government to the condi- 
tions on which alone its orders will be re- 
pealed, and that this extent was always 
contemplated by your Government, it was 
impossible for the President to be inatteih 
tive to the fact, or to withhold it from ih^ 
legislative branch of the Government ; I 
havQ ,to add, that had it been proper ^ for 
him so to have done, the late hour at which 
your note was received, not- till the noon of 
the 1st instant, was not in time to be consi- 
dered in relation to the Message sent to 
Congress on that day.— r:--With great re- 
spect and consideration, l have the honour 

tobe,JcC. jAUfSMONEOE* 
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WILLIAM COBBETT, 
319] .... 

Itf order thtt wj covatryiiieB and fhat tlM 
tvoild may not be dec enred , doped, and c heated 

Ta Ikif soljaet I, WILLIAM COBBKTT. 
Bottay. in mmfAiimf pat apon reootd 
Itie fidkMrii^ fiictt: to wit: tbat, on tin S4tli 
Jmev 1809, the Mh^mm^ artide was pob- 
Cdied in A London news-paj^, called the 

Cotmmt: ^ The Mathiy amtrngat tbfc LD- 

<< CAI« MfU'TIA, whkh braka^t at BIT, WM 
^i^rtnaak^ acippreased on WedMadaybgr the 

«<?]roiON CAVALRT fivm Boty. nnder the 
of Genenl Aaddand. Fhre ef the 
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f^iioilBadeiawiavetBiedliymCMvl-Marlfaa^ and 
** 9efdenc9d l9m«iMS00M«t€idk, part of which 
** panhhaimt diey receifed on Wednetdajr, and 
<^ a part wai reamted. A tttppagefir ikekr kn^ 
^ jadbt was the groond of the complaint that ez- 
^ cited this matiBoos spirit, which occauoned 
^ the men tafamwBd teir oftoeN^ and deound 
^< what tiiey deemed dieir arrears, tlie fint 
*< diwapof thaCiMmiif ffifii Mlad yesterday 
^ at NewmariLOt on their return to Bmy/'-i — 
That. OB the l«t Jaly, lao^i lpaMiilied,io^ 
fUidad E^tier. an article ceorariaf^ in the 
gtraagcstterms, th«se proceedings; that, for so 
Jeini, the Attcbi^ Generalpresecnted, as sedi* 
tioos libellers, and byEx-^flkio Infhimation^ 
ma, and also my printer, my pablisher, and one 
«f tbeftlMipd retaikiaof thePolilieal Rafister ; 
that I was bnm^ ^ trial 4ui the 15th Jitfa, 



4Mk.af«ie 



I waa^^mpeHed to give 



two lareties in the svn of tfi90 tm wy i ^w ^^^ m 
that the whole of this Mtbnce has been esecatei 
iip6n me, tl«ltt f have been imprisoned the ns» 
years, hare paid Ae thoosandpewidi TO THE 
KING, a»dhaTe given the baiuTfano^Brawa 
and Peter Walkeiv Esqrs, bemg my 
that the Attorney General was Sir Vir^ 
theJodgewhosatatthetrialLordEU ^, 

the fbar Jndges who sat at passing seiLteMe Bletf. 



bonrngh, Ckose, Le Blaac^and Bluilisy 
lahwm^^se, Hmoms Rhodes of IJ 
loflid, John Davis of Sootbimptott Place, 



the 
B( 



bail far ny appearance t# receive jadgma^t; 
and thal^ as Icame vp from Botley (to which 
place IJnd retained to my ftmlly and my farm 
•M «m etenteg of ihe IslliX a Tipstaff went 
4dawn Aans. Lmidan hi josder to seiae me, per- 
,po9a«ar$^ipt,onthe9thofMy, |«iO, J^ tage- 
ther with asy piinten pobliahtf; and the news- 
Aian, were DitNight into die Court of King's . 
Bendl to receive jodmnent; that flie three! 
Ihnner arera seoteocoi to be hnpciioBed Ibr^ 
4o«Mjmiths In lU^Kiig^ Bench priiOBs Hiatl' 
was sent«nc>ed to be imprisoned for two yeara in 
Ne^cate, the jpeat receptacle ibr malefiuitorB, 
and £e firont of whidi is the sc^ of nnmerons 
jhaagiiigi hi the coarse of every year; tfiat tlie 
.part 4)r the piispB in winch I wiisaenteqiced lo :be 
conftie^ it sometimes inhabit^ by felops, that 
fUons were actually in it at the time I entered 
It ; that one nam was taken out of it to be trans- 
^wartod in aibont 48 hmua irfler I wm pit hrta *e 
4aw|ml vrittijiimi and tbgt H fo ^pbce of 
. 0Miflws in en t Jar men jpiilty ^ nnaatninil primes. 



t^is of Tottenham Court Rbad, Mnr Sicta4 
of Bayswatar, ThaauM Matvfaam of Baker Meet, 
Robert Heathoota of Hiijh Street HaryMMa, 
John Man^ of York Pbu^ Maryl^bonc^ Oearpft 
Bwter of Church Tenace Pancras, Tboqni 
Ti^r of Red Lion Square, DavlB t>«a^ of «. 
John Street, William Pafante of Upper StnA 
blington, Henry ¥mm of PaH Mall; that te 
Prhne MhMStem dnriqg the time were ^c ^a ar 
Pereeva^ until he vrajs shot by J<to nfllii^fhBm, 
and after that Robert B. Jeakmsbn, Eh! of li* 
verpool; that the prosecution and senteies took, 
place in the relga of Kfi^ George the Thiol, aisd 
that, he havhig become wsane^iqriMa^ 4mpii- 
apnnient, the 1,000 pounds was paiid to bis soa, 
the prince Rcteut, in his behalf; that, dui^taijr 
impAtonmeat, I wrote and pnblidied 5A Ift a y i 
and Letters upon poKticat snl^ects; tfiat».dariaf 
the same time, I was visited by peivoAa^^^ tS9 
€^tx€» and towns, many of (hem as aaorf of dewh 
ties frdm Societies or Clubs; that it Ihoeiptfa- 
lion of my imprisonment, on the Ml of Js^« ISCf , 
npreat dnmer was given in Lowmfor^beMr- 
pioae of receiving me, at nhieh dinn^ ufwa^bjC 



vsf friiom there are f9nrin HatthistlnH^j j£I^ 

liesidcs MsimprisQnpi^M,ijmjMnteBced to 

fay t wuNi Md jpounds %0 VtSB KINC^ an44o 

«W Mvaiitr i»r toy goad behaviomr 6r tttvan . 

je|»% mpJfin Ihe aum of 4»000 pmmd^ and! BsOqi, J«I^^ m$* 




I wvs received at Alton, the fir«t town hi ^ai^^ 
shire^ with the ringing of the Cfanrcbbaili; that 
a respectable company met me and g^ve 1 
dfamer at Whichester j that I vras dr«wn 



than awt distance of a mtteinto Botkyly 
tiM people; IM, upe«mp«rvivalifeithe«||i9» 
Jfoi^aU the jMopleasiembledtof3ec<vve«|i 



that I conduded the day by dq^laining to ^g; 
the cause of my mipriaoumcnt, and ny IJMVK 
timm dehr notians rasper ting tie flogging of^ 
Ufstl MiitiMensift^, mJ ^^ 
nipyfuent of Ger^MoiTroops; ami, tlMdlj^ 
IS mo^ tbHQ acopmensadon for mv losses and 
my sttffieriiigi, tatalhi perfect health aiM St 
4md, thm«£lhinst, Artiiesrik^df afai 
Ml me i&ihiutiett that has been iMde ^119 



(thfaddngUt%ht hi m. to deeVnethe 
aaubscription), I have Ihe &nsolatioB to 



ofier ot aaubscription), I have Ihe &a 
see tfovritigiQi three ^ni, upo»ii1ioa< 
ttlHl, an Aeae fiKsts will-be engraven. 



;^a^^nf, upo»ii1ioaehM|^I 
CODUSTT. 



PMiihed by R. BAGSBMT, Brydges^Street; Coveat-Sardeii. 

IONI>eiV: Fitetad hf J. Wtiktaj, Black*Hon»Coait, HeeUtraet. 
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SUMMARY OF POUTICS. 

CirmarTboops*. In my list I show- 
ed what was the lawy and what 15 thi law, 
with regard to these troops. I have now 
only to notice a little circumstance that 
may, possibly, have escaped the attention 
of the public— -^IL has before been shown, . 
or, at least, I thiiik so, that the Actof lda4 
does not authorize the eoiploying of Ger- 
mans, . or other foreign Officers, in any 
part of our army ; that it does not authorize 
the giving the m- any place of trust, civil or 
mtlitai^, in any.corps, or in any way, >«- 
cepiihg ffurefy in the corps authorized to be 

formed^ that same Act. This was what 

my Lord Folkestone contended for, and this 
was what could not betontradicted. Upon 
this ground it was that he complained, that 
German Officers had been, and still were, 
employed upon the staff* at home; that they 
had the command of whole districts in Eng- 
land; that they were placed over whole 
corps and brigades of English troops even 
in England; that they ceounanded many 
of our own general jofficeri in this our own 
country ; that, at last, they had been put 
into ouF native corps; that they were get- 
ting into the command of our native corps ; 
and that German Soldiers were, even from 
prisons, inHsting,in consider jtbJe numbers, 
into our regiments, and particularly into 
one regiment to be hereafter named, while, 
at the very same time. Irishmen were not 

inlisted into that same regimient. None 

of this could be denied, and none of it was 
denied. , Rrceval contended, indeed, that 
the Act of 1804 tolerated it, but, he once 
contended that a volunteer could not resign, 
and the judges decided against his opinion. 
In the case before as hjs assertion was un- 
supported by even the show of reason. 
There was not sophistry itself to give him 
countenance* It was a barefaced falsehood, 
unsusuined by auy thii^ but impu<leiice. 

However, be that as k may. It was a 

fact, that the Germans were thus employed; 
and now for the particular iiistance spoken 
of above. My Lord Folkestone complained, 
thai a considerable number of Joreigntrs 
Jkad been inlisted out ojthe prisons into ihe 
XOtA lUgimeni 0/ Light J)ragooi%s^ U^ 



tjuartered at Brighton. The fact was ac^ 
knowledged by Pulmerstone and Percevai; 
but, they said that the said, foreigners vrerc 
German^ and not * Frenchmen. How this 
mended the matter it was difficult to per* 
ceive ; for, these Germans had been made 
prisoners in the service of the-Eooperor of 
France. If they entered his service as vo* 
hmteers, they were guilty of the blackest 
perfidy in inlisting into our service, and, o(f 
course, could be entitled to no trust firom 
us ; and if they were put iiuo his service by 
the law of conscription, they must, have 
been his sabjects, and, of course, were, in 
inlisting into' our service, guilty of hi^ 
treason, in the same way that oui^ men' 
were, who were found in the service of th» 

Emperor at the Isle of. France.^-^ These 

objections were urged at the time, but 
never answered. Now, however, itispro- 
,per to inquire, whether these men be still 
in the 10th (or jPrince 0/ fVaUs' s own R«r 
giment) of Light Dragoons; because,. I see 
it stated in the news-papeis, that this re<- 
giment is coming to Lmtaon to supply tht 
piace^f the. Life Guards, Vho are, it is 
said, to be sent abroad ? If this be true, it 
is a matter of more than curiosity to ascer- 
uin to what extent this regiment really is 
of . German, growth. The whole of the re- 
giment do, I believe, wear whiskers ; but^ 
I should like to know how many, or, at 
least, what proportion, of the regiment are 
really of German mould. In the discus- 
sion upon Lord Folkestone's motion,' it 
canu out, that the senior Lieutenant Colo* 
net, whose name is Quintin, was a Ger* 
man,' and, as the Prince himself cannot 
personally take the command of the regi- 
ment, this German is, of course, the real 
commander of it. So that, if wliat the 
news-papers say relative to this exchange of 
troops, be true, the troops whidi will per- 
form the duty of Life Guards in the metro- 
polis and round the person of the'llbg or 
his substitute, will have a German at their 
head, and will, in part, be composed of 
Germans in the ranks, unless those men 
who were inlisted out of the prisons into 
the regiment have been since discharged. 
——I noticed before, that, at the same time 
that these Germain were taken out of pri- 
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- f .1.. «.rv!« Af the Emperor of I ing us in the face, we shall hardly be sudi 
^V?*.« te^tlSS^ yS«3wa!es's b™tes as to be p««uaded. thatNa^Kdejn 
France, to beput into tfteuraacs ^^^ ^^. ^^ ^^ experiencing reverses.— -The 

hirelings of the press tell as, that his army 
has been beaten here and beaten there; 



own regiment, there exist^ m jh« «g; 
meotreWions wWcK forbade the inlist- 
ingci ^^hmn. This fact was stated m 
the House of Conwifflttf and Colonel Pal- 
mcr. the junior Lieutenant-Colonel ol the 
redment, avowed that there were instnic- 
li^ riven to the recruiting officers, nol to 
inlisi Jrishnun, which instructions must, 
of course, hive proceeded from the Prikci 
8IH8ELT as Odanel, or from Mr. Quihtin 
as senior Lieutenant-Colonel. It is not 



that the Russians have killed so many thou- 
sands and wounded so many thousands; 
nay, they have already (according to our 
hired writers) killed and wounded more 
men'than Napoleon has in his army. But, 
while all these Russian vktorus arc going 
.00, the Emperor advances towarcb Moscow, 
«id the C^ar goes Aither before him I Odd 



K,rL'i7'^s^^v5^-.T:s:lf.ss^'S'i^ 



But we are a 



lor me 10 say pwtwT*.; - - - 

sons for preferring Germans taken out of a 
prison ; what were the reasons for preterm. 
riniGermans taken in the service of France, 
to the natives of Ireland, who had never 
been in any service, or in none but that ot 
their own King; what were, or could be, 
the reasons for this, it is not for me posi- 
tively to say; but, U is for ^^^^T^^' 
cause it is my feeling, that I think a thou- 
* sand Irishmen worth, as soldiers, any hve 
thousand Germans that ever wore whiskers. 

However, I shall noW, for the present, 

quit thesobject. All i wished to do was, . 
to ftimUh the means of making McUarl^ un- 
d^rsUodby the public. Time will do the rest, 
without any violent eflfcrtson the part of the 
press. Much must be left to rinu^ and it 
is great folly for men to fret and chafe thcm- 
«clvi», if they can avoid it, because events 
apptar tardy in their progress. Every man 
^^t to do what he can ; but, U would be 
hSx for no man to aUempi what he cannot 

do. ^The public will, after all, or^^t 

least it ought, to judge for itself. The 
thing is of no more' importance to me than 
it is to any one ^Ise. I shall neither gam 
nor lose by the employment of Germans. 



NoaTBiBN War.— In the present num- 
ber and the last I insert the Bulletins of the 
Crand French army as far as they have 
gone; for, as in all former instances, I am 
persuaded, they will, in the end, prove to 
be the true, and the only true, history of 

the campaign. These Bulletins are, by 

our hired prints, said to bp JuU of false- 
hoods. May be so; but, at any rate, the 
, facts which they slate do not appear to re- 
xeive any p^tive contradiction; and, one 
thing we are certain of, that the places, 
^whence they are dated) ^ are the real places 
^where Jfapoleon is at iJu iim of doling 
4hem. This being the case ; this fact being 
Amdcniable, we know that ike Frmch armjy 
get nearer an4 nearer to ihe tapiial qf the 
HussimMmpir^s and, with this feet iJtar- 



thinking people. The most thinking peo- 
ple in all Europe. We are so prohnnd; 
our noddles lead us so deep, that we can 
see proofs of victories in those very circom- 
stances where the less thinking people of 
Europe can discover nothing but defetts. 
^ In the Peninsula, indeed, we see with 
different eyes. There our thinking fa«l- 
ties lead us to perceive proofe of defeat in 
the retreat of the French. Out General is 
got on to Madrid ; he is got into ^^^^ 
of Spain, and the French have retreated be- 
fore him. These we take for indubitable 
I proofs of victory on our part and of d*at 
on the part of the French. It is curious to 
observe how diferently we thinking people 
reason with regard to what is passingm 
different parts of Europe 1 In the Nofth, 
to retreat is a symptom of victoTT^; in the 
South it is a sure mark of defeat. We did 
not, indeed, always reason thus as to the 
operations of the armies in the Soiftb. 
There was a time when Talavera retreat^ 
and with such rapidity as hardly to take 
time to look behind him. We did not 
then look upon a retreat as a mark of de- 
feat ; no, but we sang victory at every^ 
where our army stopped and turned roiBid 
and made a momentary stand ; and, we as- 
serted, that our retreat was by de^gm: tte 
it was in conseiquence of a plan laid for 
drawing the enemtf on^ though we can i*^ 
discover no possinility of there being »cfl 
a design on the part of the French Matsbak 

in Spain. So that, upon the whole, tbis 

appears to be our notion ; that, when we or 
our. allies retreat before the French, then to 
retreat is a mark of victory ; and that, when 
the French retreat before us, or oar ^to, 
then to retreat is a mark of defeat. This fi 
the notion inculcated by our hired wriieRi 
who form at least five-sixths of the news- 
paper editors in London, and> indeed,^ 
the counties ; and this is the Botion whk» 
their readers in general have adopted. Oh. 
we ate as. the sinecure placeman, l/^ 
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ScomoDt, «aid ; indeed we are << a most 
^ikiniing /tf^^/«/"— To those, how- 
ever, who are not of this ver3r thinking de- 
scription, I would beg ieave to make an 
. #1>seryation or two that may tend to make 
Ihem tee the situation of Russia as it really 
is. Russia has been invaded by the Em- 
peror Napoleon, who has driven her ar- 
mies before him from fortress to fortress, 
who has set free a whole kingdom of her 
subjects, who has made a progress towards 
her capital such as was never made by any 
dher commander in a similar space of time, 
and who (as will be seen by the documents 
I now insert j has received the benedictions 
^ of the people whom he has first conquered 
and then set free, or, in other words, whom 
he has withdrawn from the power of Russia. 

" Now, reader, are there here marks of 

his having been defeaied? Are there here 
any of the signs of a baffled project ? And, 
I woald ask the Morning Chronicle, whe- 
ther there are here any signs of Napoleon 
bting *^ a ivrani^" as that print is (for 
reasons best known to the editor) continu- 
ally calling him? We have usually 

acen that an invading army, if not supcess- 
&il in the end, has been soon met and 
driven back. When the Duke of Bruns- 
wick invaded France, we saw the gallant 
people rise and beat and drive him out, as 
we should^ I hope, see the people of Eng- 
land do to an invader. When the Duke of - 
York invaded Holland, we saw what I need 
notj or, at leasts what I do not choose, to 
describe ; but, at aily rate, we saw the af> 
flair end Imt the famous Convention of the 
Helder. When Napoleon invad(;^ Italy, 
the people did not drive him out. He re- 
mained in the country, or, at least, his ar- 
mies did, till he had conquered Italy, and 
Jiad placed a king upon the throne of one 
part of it, and had made himself kmg of 
the other part. When the French repub- 
licans invaded Holland, they remained 
there; they drove out the Stadtholder and 
liis race, and made the country their own. 
'——These are insunce» of unsuccessfiil, 
and of successful, invasion ; end, I must 
confess, that, at present, the invasion of 
Russia appears to me to resemble that of 
Italy under Napoleon rather than that of 
HolJand under the Duke of York. In 
«boft, I see the Ciar hastening to his capi- 
tal, instead of remaining at the head of his 
an»y to face Napoleon, and I see the Utter 
mM gerthq; on nearer and nearer to Mos- 
cow^ matching through a country, which, 
as fer as he has hitherto gone, appears to 
be iidiabtted by people ready to receive 



him as their deliverer, instead of rising 

upon bim as an hostile tyrant. In the 

meanwhile, however, it is not certain^ that 
he will succeed in his views agains( Russia. 
He himself is* not certain of it. Though he 
has gained greater victories, and several of 
them, since he left Paris, than we have 
gained hi Spain; though he has done as 
much in one month as all our armies and 
Generals have been able to* do in twenty 
years,^ still he is not sur€ of final success ; 
and, therefore, this is, I repeat it, the time 
to offer him terms^of peace ; and, indeed, if 
this be not now done, ft will be in vain tor 
any one to contend, that peace can ever be 
made, without the extermination of Napo- 
leon, or of our system of rule. 



Death of Napolson. 



The hh^ 



^^ 



the fiftieth time, spread a report of the 
Deatb of Napoleon ; and, though some of 
them have suted their doubts of the faf t^ 
they have all spoken of it as of an event 
most ardently to be desired. In short, they 
have shown, that his d^ath would be to 
them a subject of joy as great as that of xhb 
death of Perceval was to the people of Not- 
tingham, Sheffield, Leicester, Westminster, 
Truro, faj. &c., who expressed their joy by 
signs the most miequi^ocal, and in whose 
joy I myself most cordially partii^'pated. 
kxAwhu? Why did so many people in 
England rejoice at Perceval's death ? For 
the same reason^ to be sure, that many 
would rejoice to hear of the death of Napo- 
leon ; namely, because they would regard 
it as a good thing for the country* T6 
Perceval's death we owe, in all probabi- 
lity, the repeal of the Orders- in Council; 
the abandonment of the Marylebone bar- 
racks; and some other measures* very 
much to the advantage of the country. 
Hie people of Nottingham and elsewhere 
fdt that these benefits were likely to result 
from his death, and, therefore, they re- 
joiced, and not from the bloody-minded- 
ness, wbi6h the hirelings in London had 
the baseness to ascribe to them and to the 
whole of the working classes in England^ 

Since that time these^ery writers, in 

speaking of American affairs, have observ- 
ed, that when the news of Mr, Ftrcevod^s 
death should arri>e^ they expected the 
American government to put a stop to its 
warlike proceedings. Here they confessed 
that they themselves expected that death 
to produce a most beneficial effect for the 
country; they not oidy thought this, but 
they said it; and yet had they the impu- 
LS 
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dcftoe and the tosencM to ascribe the jof 
of the people of Nouingham to a bhodg- 

minded dispoulim. 1 was glad to hear 

of the death of Perceval, because 1 thought 
k would tend to the good, to the safety, 
the honour, the happiness, the freedom, 
of roy country. I neither killed him nor 
abetted any one in killing him, nor did I 
do any thing to rescue the man who had 
killed him. I todc the event as it came, 
find believing most sincerely, being tho- 
foughly convinced, that it would produce 
good to England,. I rejoiced at it. When 
I can be convinced that the death of Na- 
poleon will be good ibr England ; when I 
oan be mauie clearly to see how his death 
xvill tend to the honour, the happbess, the 
freedom of Englishmen, I shall stand pre- 
l^ttd to rqoioe at his death. At present 
ibere is no such coovictioo in my mind ; 
and, therefore, his death does not appear 
V> me to be a thing to wish for or njoice 
\x ; and I believe, that hundreds of thou- 
Buds of those, who are so anxious to hear 
«f his death, have never duly considered, 
Bor, indeed, at all considered, the effects 
which it would probably produce with re- 
gard to England. Tliere are some per- 

.sons, and, indeed, the greater number, 
who wish for his death, who desire to see 
Ihe Bourbons resl«red and all the old des- 
potism re- established in France. These 
j»enoiis would, ~of course,, wish to iee the 
wh<>le of Europe and of the world in the 
SQost wretched slavery, and, therefore, 
ihey coukt have no objection to Its coming 
here; but, there are others who wish for 
the death of Napoleon, who do not wish to 
.gee England as well as the rest of the world 
ra chains; and, it is for these persons to 
consider what might possibly ht the eflfect 
of the sudden death of this powerful man, 
whose existence prevents any attempt to 
revive the old despotisms of Europe. He 
has, upon the Continent, crushed ail the 
.ecclesiastical tyranny, except in Russia and 
Spain ; and, will any man, and especially 
any Englishman^ say that he would like to 
see that tyranny revived ? Lord Sheffield, 
jn his report to ilie Wool- farmers, says 
,|hat this country sutlers in its competition 
with neighbouring countries on account of 
our lands beiiig (Uhed, His Lordship must 
. allude to France ; and, therefore, he, at 
least, ^ho is a very loyal man, can hardly 
wish to see iiilies restored in France ; un- 
less, indeed, he can be supposed to be 
actuated by a spirit similar to that of the 
jockey who lamed his neighbour's horse to 
bring it down to a level with his own. 



There is a Rev, C. CoTtoN, who, as %hm 
newa-paptrt inform us, htt written «^**iir 



to persijode the French not to fight under 
NapolMn any longer. The Morning ChiF^ 
nide quotes the following verses of this 
poem, and says, that it perfectly agrtteSr 
in the sentimmt. 

But think not, France, we wish to see lestoiVi^ 
Thy tremUins vassal, aad fliy fendd lord, 
The friodiiig Hopost, and die tort'ring wbee^ 
llie boni6c leUer, and the mate Bastiles 
Britam too well the sweets of freedom kaows, 
And deprecates oppress'ion e'en to foes. 

'Bat m thy fickle elfme no medhuB relsw: 
Mast tboa be fotpi^ still, or wearing duau P 
Still in extremes of heat or darkneas groan? 
Nor find in Albion, ireedom's temp*iate aoae f 
Here still her frnits by Patriots planted,4pnag« 
The Kingaspeakmg Uw! the Law asilent Ki^^ 

What ^< senliment" here is that the Morn- 
ing Chronicle agrees in I do not knew; 
but, I do know, that a Frenchman might 
give the Rev. Poet an answer that he w«ild 
not much like, as for example : * Rev. Sir, 

* since when, I pray you, has it been righi, 

* according to your crecd^ for subjects to 

* resist their sovereign ; and, without such 
' resistance, how are we to follow your 
' advice? As to the question whether 
' Napoleon be our lawjul sovereign, you 

* have settled that by acknowledging him 
' as such at the peace of Amiens and at the 

* Convention of Qintra ; and, yoa are mot 

* now, when it suits your own purp<>se, !• 

* persuade us that he is not our k^itimate 

* sovereign; you are not, one day,. to treat 
' with him as our lawful ruler, capable of 
' disposing of the territories and honours 

* of France, and the next day to call upo« 
' us to'^resist him and destroy him as a 
^foreigner and an usurper ; besides that it 

* is very impudent in you, or any of your 

' countrymen, to talk in this strain. It 

' will be quite soon enough, Rev^ Sir, ior 
^ you to go into the particulars of what you 
^ wish to restore in France, when we shall' 
' be disposed to suffer you, or any body 

* else, to restore any thing in France; but, 

* since you h%ve touched upon the subject, 
' let me ask you what you mean by teUii^ 
' us, that you wish us to imitate you, and* 
^ at the same time, that you do not wish 

* to restore the *^ grinding impost^*' Sec* 
^&c.? You mean, I suppose, that yoa 
^ would not give us the gabtlle aniio, and 
^ other grinding imposts ; but would mere* 

* ly lay on us the Excise and Customs aad 
^ Assessed and Land and Property Taxes ; 

* you would only make us pay ten per 
^ centum out of our incdme after havii^ col- 
/ lect^ a tax upon the hod and upon al- 
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flMtt eveiy article •f use to the life of 
aian*. You would not restore, any thing 
grindingf and would merely give us youc 
Excise and Gustom-House laws, which, 
iuNvever, have provided the punishmenu 
oi forfeilurejf JuUf imprisonmeni^ and 
lUaihj for different degrees of offence in 

smuggling* And, Rev. Sir, you would 

not give us the *' torturing wheel ;** but 
would, doubtless, content yourself with 
hanging us by the neck, cutting us down 
before we were t(^ad, ripping out oor 
bowek before^Hu- iaces, chopp^ig off our 
heads, cutting us into four quarters, and 
placing (hose quarters at the disposal of 
(he Jcing (hat you would put over us, 
agneeably to the sentei^ce lately passed 
and executed upon some of your coun- 
trymen, who, strange as it may seem, 
haid, at the Isle of France, volunurily 
quitted the service of your king for that 
of this very Napoleon whom you describe 
as such a terrible tyrant; or, perhaus, 
in minor cases, you would give us that 
which Sir Francis Burdett has said so much 
about. These are what you would give us,are 
they? Thank ypu. Rev. Sir ; we will take 

the will for th^deed. lo place of Letters 

of Cachet and a Bastile, you would, I 
, suppose, give us occasional suspensions 
-of the H^>eas Corpus Act and Solitary 
Imprisonment. Thank you again, Rev. 
Sir. — :— But, B«v. Sir, there arc two 
things, and those of great importauce, 
and stich Xoo as you might have been ex- 
pected to have upperqaost in your mind, 
which yoo have wholly omitted ; I mean 
ihe GAME LAWS and THE TITHES. 
It is surprising, that, when you were 
telling us of what you did not wish to 
restore, you should have left out of your 
list these two grievances, which were 
more powerful than all the others put 
together in producing our revolution, and 
rather than see which restored. French- 
men would perish to the last. Xow we 
know and feel, that no man in France 
can be prev^ted from killing game upon 
his own land or upon the Isgid of any 
other man by thai other man's consent. 
We know, that, in France, to be able 
to kill, orjpossess, game requires no qua- 
lification ot any sort ; and, we also know, 
that no man's crop is liable to a deduce 
tion of a tenth part. Why did you Qot, 
Rev. Sir, assiure us thaty^a would not re* 
store tithes ? Why did you not give us 
this assurance, of more importance to us 
thai^ ever, because so many of us are now 
become proprietors of the soU? I'll t^l 



< you ifhy, Rev. C. Cotton; I'll tell yoii . 

* why you did not give us this assurance ; 

* it was because it would have let the peo* 
' pie, the ^' most thinking people," of 
^Euglaod into the secret, that we have no . 
' titl^ to pay, while they have; that we 

* have, by our revolution, got rid of tithes ; 

* and tUs is a secret that you did not wish 
^ to xommunicajte to that thinking people, 
^ than ^^A^st thinking people." This 

* one article. Rev. Sir, might have solved 
Vyour question : "WHAT ARE 
•FBENCHMtN FIGHTING FOR?^' 
' They are fighlmg because they would 

* not be restored to their former state* 

< They are not fighting for <* a Corsican;*' 

* they are not fightmgibr " an usurper f*^* 
^ they are not fighting for " mupsiMrt :'* 

* they are fighting for no gmnu Unt^Sj no 

* titheSf no gabelle^ no corvee^ qp Jbudal, 
Vecclesiatical or regal tyranny; and 

* though they submit to the commands of 

* one of themselves placed at their head» 

* they feel that all that nine- tenths of them 

* po^ss is held by the same tenure that he 

'holds his authority^.' This answer 

would, I imagine, puzzle the Rev. C. 
Cotton a little. But, indeed, I question 
whether he knows any thing at all of the 
state of. France. He, perhaps, has taken 
up his notions wholly from the hired news«> 
papers, ^which have been constantly in th* 
habit of publishing f^lse accounts of the 
state of that country, and whiph, upon this • 
subjcjct, have promulgated his till their 
editors, probably, believe them to be true. 
The Rev. Poet seems to be as much out in 
his geography as in his .political views; 
and, to be sure, it miut make Frenchmen 
laugh to see an Englishman pitying them 
on account of \hit fickleness of the climate of 
their country ; but, even this is not quite 
so absurd as an attempt to persuade a whole 
nation of proprietors of land, that it is 
better for them to have a tenth part of ihtir 
crop taken from thein than to retain the 
whole (rop. In a parson one might have 
excused an assertion that.it v/^% as good; 
but an attempt to make them believe that 
it was better was too much to go down^ 

There, is one view of the subject, I 

mean of the consequences pf the death of 
Napoleon, that the friends of our system 
never seem to take. They always appear 
to suppose, that, if he were to clie, or hi 
killed, there would be a great change^ and 
I think there can be no doubt of that ; but 
then, they rush on to a further conclusion, 
and take it for granted, that that change 
would be in favour of the restoiittion of the 
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<M ifovtrmbent, in which) I thkik, Aty 
ace <kccived. The first Mosequeace of the 
deach of Napoleon would, in all human 
probability, be a state bordering t^xn 
aaarchy; but, xht republic would revive. 
The republicans would again bear sway; 
and, if we had good memoriesi we should 
be very well assured, that much was not 
to be gotten by the change. If our sto- 
mach for 6ght did not get the better of our 
recollection, we should not be exceedingly 
glad to see a new race of Jourdaius and 
Fichegrus and Brunes copne forth against 
tis. The ft^ople of Europe would see 
such a change with feelings that I need not 
describe; and their sovereigus would, in 
my opinion, have more ground for appre- 
bension than they now have. Therefore, 
it appears- to me possibU^ to say the least 
of it, that the death of Napoleon is what 
no high-flying royalist ought to wish for ; 
oi^ at least, that, if he should hear of 
that death, he ought to moderate his joy* 
■ ■ *I have, however, - 1 must confess, 
another principle according to which I 
judge of the good or evil of Napoleon's 
ckath. I see all the hireling news- writers 
expressiiig their anxiety to hear of his 
death ; I perceive that his death is wished 
for by all those whom I know to be the 
country's worst efiemies ; by all those who 
bite every thing like freedom in the coun^ 
tnr, by aM the son^and all the daughtdi^ 
of corruption. And, as I cannot refrain 
.horn believing, that they wish him dead 
because they think that his death will be 
good for ihentj and, as I am convinced 
that whatever is for their good must be in- 
jurious to the country, I conclude that the 
dleath of Napoleon would be injurious to 
£ngJand, and, thereupon, I make up my 

XDind to wish that he may live. 1 know 

that I shall be abused for this ; but I com- 
fort myself with the reflection, that io re- 
vilt is not io refute, I have given my 
opinion very frankly, and shall not be 
ofiended with any one who may differ from 
me. 1 do not wish for the death of Aa- 
ppleon. That I say distinctly. 

Pafer AG a in it Gold. The rise in 

the price of bullion has created some little 
alaftn; but, the time is not yet come. 
The war in the Peninsula, and a few more 
subsidies ; these will settle the matter in 
due course. The Gold is now sold at Five 
pounds and five shillings an ounce, and the 
iSiiver at ^ix shillings and eight pence an 
ounce* The real value of the former is 
^S. I7s. lO^d. and of the latter d^. td. 



— ^And yet j I dsUre safi that Hr. George 
Ghakners would undertake to set up an 
affected horselaugh at anyone who should 

say, that the paper was depreciated ! 

Here is a clear depreciation of more than 
30 per centum. Nobody but Mr. Ghalmers 
or somebody in pay wi^ deny this. And 
this is the grand object to keep one's eye 
upon. At this rate about 65 or 66 LIGHT 
guineas are worth a hundred pounds in Bank 
of England paper. Nay, thou^ there i% 
a law against selling full-weight gtnneis 
for Bank of England paper, Uiere b no 
law against selling them for country bank 
paper ; so that people may, and they do^ 
sell them daily and hourly, and the la^ 
stragglers are now going out of the country. 

1 have 64 guineas;. I want to sdl 

them ; I sell them for £lOO. in country 
bank notes. That done I go to the country 
bank and make them change tbetr notes 
into London Baidc notes; and thus is my 
operation as complete as if I had sold them 

at once for Bank of England Notes. 1 

know, that there are people who laugh at 
this, and say that aU will como 4koul -again* 
That it certainly wiU ; but, it must all mi- 
dergo the proper process; Things are not 
restored without a process. The paper is 
going down. It must go lower yet ; and, 
afterwards, things wil^ in one shape or 

another, take a new turn. 1 know-^itf a 

REMEDY. I have said BO before. But, 
I will not ^11 the remedy. I have as much 
right to keep my secret to myself as any 
other possessor of vahiabJe secrets. I would 
rather tell it to Mr. Vansittart than to such 
a man as Perceval ; but, I will not teH It 
yet. When the pinch comes I will aiake 
it known.^ — - — Suffice it, for the present, 
to say, that I have never yet seen m^ re- 
medy so much as hinted at in print. My 
remedy is a strong one ; but, if ever ap- 
plied, it will be efficacious^ I'll warrant 
it. Whenever the proper .time coines, I 
will make a fair bargain with the public: 
no cure, no pay. But, perhaps, it may^ 
be thought ^' base lucre^' in me to sell ray 
remedy. Very well, then, shall I sij^ 
I'll keep my remedy to myself, and keep 
yoayqur disease. You canuot get my re- 
medy^out of me, if you were to rip me up. 

P^ple may laugh at these preten^oos 

of mine ; but they will, if we live but a 
little longer, see that these pretensions have' 
some foundauon. I say I could tell the 
ministers how to cure the depreciation ; 
I say I could tell them how to set all to 
rights arain. I say I will not teU them 
howtodfoit; and if they laugh at tae, t 
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cao l«^ artfacn. Let them ,goo«i with 
war and subaidies, and they will soon 
come to my shop I warrant them* — — 
Others have written upon this subject, and 
many haTe well written ; but the first man 
to sty, in print| in England, that Bank 
Notes were depreciated, was 

Wm. gobbett. 

Bolley^ Silh Sepiemb^r^ 1812. 



PUBLIC PAPERS. 

AtfEaicAN States.— ih5/rtfdwn5 for the 
Ftivateer Armed Vessels cj the United 
Slates. 

1 • The tenour of your commission, under 
the Aa of Congress, entitled, *^ An Act 
concerning Letters of Marque, Prises, and 
Prise GomIs," a copy of which' is hereto 
annexed, will be constantly in your view. 
The high seas refierred to in your Commis- 
sion, you will undei;stand generally to ex< 
tend to low water mark, but with the ex«i 
ccption of the space, neither one league not 
three miles from the shore of coimtries a 
peace both with Great Britain and the 
United States ; you may, nevertheless, exe- 
cute your commission, rather than detain 
the shore of a nation at war with Great 
Btit^n^ and even on the waters within the 
jurisdiction o£ such nation, if perinitted so 

to do. 2. You are to pay the strictest 

regard to the rights of neutral powers, and 
usages of civilized nations ; and in all your 
proceedings towards neutral vessels, you are 
to give them as little molestation or inter- 
ruption, as will consist with the right of 
ascertaining their neutral character, and of 
detaining and bringing them under regular 
adjtidication, in proper cases. You are 
particularly to avoid even the appearance 
of using force or seduction, with a view to 
deprive such vessels of their crews and of 
their passengers, other than persons in the 

military tervice of their country. 3* 

Towards every vessel, and their crews, you 
ate to proceed in exercising the righu of 
war with all the justice and humanity 
which characterizes the nation of which you 

are a member. 4. The Master, and one 

or more of the principal persons belonguig 
to a captured vessel, are to be sent, soon 
aftir the capture, to the Jud^ or Judges of 
the proper Courts of the United States, to 
be examined on oath touching the interests 
or property of the captured vessel and her 
lading; aiid| at the same time, are to be de- 
livered to the Judge, or Judges, all passes, 



I«4 

charter-party, biUi of loading, inv<^, 
letters, and other documents and writingSi 
found on board ; the said papers to be pro« 
vided by the affidavit of the Commander of 
the captured vessel, or 9ome of the person^ 
present at the capture, to be produced as 
they are received, without fraud, addition, 
subduction, or embezzlement. — -By the 
command of the President of die United 
States, 

Jauis Monroe, Secretary of State. 

An Act to prohibit American Vesnls from 
proceeding to or trading with (he Ene^^ 
mies of the United States^ and/or other 
purposes. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of 
Representatives of the United Sutes of 
America, in Congress assembled, That no 
ship or vessel, owned in whole or in part 
by a citizen or citizens of the United States, 
shall he permitted to clear out or depart 
from any port or place within the limits of 
the United States, or territories thereof, to 
any foreign port or place, till the owner, 
agent, factor, freighter, master, or com« 
mander shall have given bond, with suffi- 
cient security, in the amotmt of such ship 
or vessel, and cargo, not to proceed to or 
trade with the enemies of the United States, 
And if any ship or vessel, owned as afore^ 
said, shall depart hom any poit or placf 
within the limits'^f the United States, or 
territories thereof, fi>r any foreign port or 
place, without giving bond with security 
aforesaid, such ship or vessel, and cargo, 
shall be forfeited to the use of the United 
States ; and the owner or owners, freighter, 
factor, or agent, master, or commander, 
shall severally forfeit and pay a sum equal 
to the value of such ship or vessel, and 
cargo ; and the said master or commander, 
if privy thereto, and being thereof convict- 
ed, shall be liable to a fine not exceeding 
one thousand dollars, and imprisoned for 9 
terra not exceeding twelve months, in th^ 

discretion of the Court* Secti 2. And 

be it further enacted, That if any citizen or 
citizens of tl^ United States, or person in- 
habiting the same, shall transport or at- 
tempt to transport, overland or otherwise, 
in any waggon, cart, sleigh, boat, or other- 
wise, naval or military stores, arms, or the 
munitions of war, or any article of provi- 
sion^ from any place of the United States, 
to any place in Upper or' Lower Canada, 
Nova Scotia, or New Brunswick^ the wag- 
gon, cart, sleigh, boat, or the thing by 
which the said naval or military stores, 
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BnAs, or munitions of war, or articles of 
provisions, are transported or attempted to 
De transported, together with such naval or 
miiitary stores, arms, or munitions of war 
^ or provisions, shall be forfeited to the use 
of the United States, and the person or 
persons aiding or privy to the same, shall 
severally forfeit and pay to the use of the 
United States,' a sum equal in vahie to the 
waggon, cart, sleigh, boat, or thing, by 
which the said naval or military stores, 
arms, or munitions of war, or articles of 
provision are transported^ or ^re attempted 
to be transported ; and shall moreover be 
considered as guilty of a misdemeanour, 
and be liable to be fined in a sum not ex- 
ceeding 6pO dollars, and be imprisoned for 
a term not exceeding six months, in the 
discretion of the Court : provided that no- 
thing herein contained shall extend to any 
transportation for the use or on account of 
the United States, or the- supply of its 
troops or armed force.— Sec. 3. And be 
it further enacted. That the Collectors of 
the several ports of the United States be, 
and the same are hereby authorized to seize 
and stop naval and military stores, arms, 
or the munitions of war, or any articles of 
provision, and ship or vessel, waggon, cart, 
sleigh, boat, or thing by which any article 
prohibited as aforesaid is shipped or trans- 
ported, or attempted to be shipped or 

transported, contrary to this act. Sec. 4. 

And be it further enacted, That no ship or 
vessel belonging to any citizen or citizens, 
subject or subjects of any state or kingdom 
in amity with the United States, except 
8uch as at the passing of this act shall be- 
long to the citizen or citizens, subject or 
subjects, or such a state or kingdom, or 
which shall hereafter be built in the limits 
of a state or kingdom in amity with the 
United States, or purchased by a citizen or 
citizens, subject or subjects of a state or 
kingdom in amity with the United States 
aforesaid, from a citizen or citizens of the 
United States, shall be admitted into any 
port or place of the United States, unless 
forced by a stress of weather, or for neces- 
sary repairs ; and any ship or vessel belong- 
ing to a citizen or citizens, subject or sub- 
jects of any state or kingdom in amity with 
ihe United States aforesaid, except such 
ships and vessels as are above excepted, 
which shall, from and after the first day of 
'November next, enter or attempt to enter, 
any port or place aforesaid, ih« same^ with 
her cargo, shall be forfeited to the use of 

the Uaitc^d States* Sect. 5. And be it 

further isnacted, That any British packet or 



vessel with dispatches destined for the liatt* 
ed States, and which shall have departed 
from any port or place in the United King- 
dom of Great Britain and Ireland or its de- 
pendencies, on or' before the 1st day of 
September next, shall not be liable to be 
captured or condemned, but the same shall 
be permitted to enter and depart from any 
port or place in the United States ; pro* 
vided, that nothing herein Contained shall 
be construed to afibct any cartel or vessel 
with a flag of truce. — s-Sec. 6. And be it 
further enacted, Tiiat the President of the 
United Suites be, and he is hereby author 
rized to give, at any time within six nKmtbs 
after the passage of this act, passports for 
the safe transportation of any ship or other 
property* belonging to the British subjects, 
and which is now within the limits of the 

United States. Sec. 7. And be it fiar- 

ther enacted. That every person, being a 
citizen of the United States,, or residing 
therein, who shall receive, accept, or oLh 
tain a license from the Government of 
Great Britain, or any officer thereof, for 
leave to carry any merchandise, or send 
any vessel in any pdrt or place within the 
dominions of Great Britain, or to trade 
with any such port or place, shall, on con- 
viction for every such offence, forfeit a sum 
equal to twice the value of such ship, mer- 
chandise, or articles of trade, and ishali 
moreover be deemed guilty of a misdemea- 
nour, and be liable to be imprisoned not 
exceeding twelve months, and to be fined 
not exceeding one thousand dollars. 
H. Clay, 

Speaker of the House of Re^sentatlves. 
Wii. CgAwroan, 

President of the Senate, pro tempore. 

Approved, James Madison. 
Jtf/y6, 1812. 



OFFICIAL PAPERS. 

Fr^nth account of the Battles of Salanmnea 
andCastelta, 
Barcelona, Aug. 1.— On the 27th of 
July, at three o'clock in the morning, an 
expedition, consisting of the brigades La- 
marque, Devaux, and Clement, marched 
from this, and arrived in the evening at 
Martorell. Orcjiers were then given to the 
troops to march all night, and to attack 
Monserr^t at the break of day. Some mus- 
ket shots discharged by the sentinels of the 
insurgent army apprized the enemy of our 
approach, and at day-light we found our- 
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selves ill front of the entrenched position of 
CaA Masana, where the corps of Manso 
was drawn up in order of battle. Disposi- 
tions were instantly made to carry the en- 
trenchments. The enemy was overthrown 
and pursued to the gates of Manresa. Our 
troops then moved rapidly upon the con« 
▼eat, the approaches to 'which had been 
recently strengthened with works. The 
road is commanded by a fort which the 
Etiglish had caused to be constriKted at Che 
liermitage of St. Dimas^ higher up than 
the convent, in a position almost inaccessi- 
ble. Our troops paired under the fort, 
notwfthstanding (he multitude of balls, 
stones, and fir^ments of rocks which the 
Anglo- Gacalan regiment stationed- there 
showered down upon them. M. Lafaille, 
CiMo( the battalion of Engineers, entered 
the convent with the foremost of the troops ; 
but they were continually under the fire and 
the projectiles from the fort of St. Dimas. 
The column of the Chief of Battalion Sar- 
rcre^ advancing by Golbato, drove away 
every enemy that opposed it, and arrived 
en one of the points of the mountain in 
front of the fort, from which it greatly an- 
noyed the garrison by a well-supported fire 

ef musketry. ^Tbc Adjutant Command- 

,ant, Ordonneau, aud M. Lafaille, Chief of 
the battalion of Engineers, with a detach- 
ment of the Voltigcurs of the 111th regi- 
ment of the line, clambered up to the gate 
of the fort, by steps cut nearly perpendi- 
cularly in the rock, and in which a few re- 
solute men would have easily arrested the 
progress of the strongest columns. The 
enemy called in their outer posts,' and de- 
stroyed the bridge which led to the fort 
across a precipice. Major Chevalier, of 
the II til of the line, then advanced upon 
the summits of the rocks siluated in front of 
the fort| and summoned the English Com- 
mander to surrender ; but received an an- 
swer in the negative. General Clement 
then directed Lafaille, Commandant of En- 
gineers, to reconnoitre the position in which 
our two pieces of mountain cannon would 
be placed with advantage. These guns had 
been brought by 160 men of the third light 
regiment, of the 11th and 115th, aud ar- 
rived at the position at two in the moniing 
on tlie 29th. The remainder of the night 
iMras employed in the construction of batte- 
ries, which began to play at day-break. 
They were placed within less than musket- 
sfaot from the fort. Our voltigeurs, sta- 
tioned io the highest points of the rocks, 
ftejK upaxoutinual fire on the works, and 
Sivoored the Mitm of the artillery. The 



enemy was disconcerted by so unexpected: 
an attack, and consented to ca|}itulate. • Ky 
the capitulation, which Was signed by the 
Adjutant Commandant Ordonneau, Chief 
of the Staff, and the English Colonel 
Green, the garrison Were to be pi^isonefs of' 
war, and to be coiylucted to Barcelona. 

The loss of the enemy has been very 

considerable, as well at the attack of Casa 
Masana as at that of the fori of Dimas, of 
Golbato, and Menistrol. These actions' 
will have the most Ibrtonate results ; they- 
have been extremely brilliant for all the* 
troops, which clambered ilp, under the 
enemy's fire, those rocks which appeared' 
to be inaccessible; The 29th and-3Qth^ 
were employed in destroying and blowing* 
up the fort, the works of the enemy, and si 
part of the Convent. Thus the insurgents, 
who had prepared one of the finest religious* 
edifices iii Christendom, by transforming it 
into a fortress, and in maktng it an arsenal* 
and a depot for all articles necessary for 
war, are alone to blame for the destruction' 
of this celebrated monument, the object o^ 
the ancient veneration of the people. 
We have brought to Barcelona the English' 
Colonel Green, one Lieutenant-Colonel, 15' 
officers, and 260 non-commissioned ofikerft 
and privates of the Anglo-Catalan force^ 
which wer^ formed, paid, and commanded 
by the English. This was the bjisis oE 
that corps on which the authors of the 
Catalonian insurrection founded their great* 
est hopes. 

Valencia, Jufy 20.— ^For a considerable 
time past, a combined attack upon thearmyr 
of Arragon, and a descent upon the coastv 
either of Catalonia or Valeneia, h^s beenr 
contemplated at Majorca and Alicant. On 
the lOth, the Marshal Duke d'Albufera had 
an interview at Reus with the Commander 
in Chief Decaen. The junction of their, 
columns upon the coast drove Lacy off, and 
frustrated the expedition from Majorca. A 
part of the fleet was separated from the 
whole. On his return to Valencia, on the 
12th, the Marshal found Villaeampa at the 
gates of Lisa, with 1,000 men; while 
Passecour, at the head of 1,500, was em- 
ployed in the attack of Gossentes and Re- 
gnena ; and Ouda and Segorba' were me- 
naced by a small body of troops. His Ex- 
cellency orderedCeneral La Fosse to march 
with the 121st, the 8th Neapolitan, and 
some cuirassiers ; at the head of these he 
routed the enemy. In the mean time the 
army of Murcia) which had efi^ted a iuncn 
.tion, and had been reinforced, seemed dis- 
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posed lo attadt in front of Xucafi^ On the 
31ft, au English fleet of ten sail, of which 
fbar were ships of thte line and fimr frigates, 
and the remainder sloops and transports, 
appeared before Valencia, and having the 
wind in their favour, passed rapidly on 
from Denia to Gullera, between the mouths 
of the Xucar and the Albufera, seeming as 
if the^ were just about to land, and keep- 
ing up a fire on the forts, which iq return 
fired on them. The Marshal Duke of Al- 
bufera immediately adapted measures for 
their repulse. He recalled Cen. La Fosse 
from RMuena, and the 131st from Segoriba, 
The 14th proceeded with all possible speed 
from Aleira to Gullera ; and the 4th faus> 
sars, the artillery, and a part of the Ist 
light battalion^ and the ll4th, made a 
forced march in the night to the part of the 
coast which had been menacea. To- 
wards the evening, by good luck, i|uite un* 
expected, the wind changed suddenly, and 
blew with such violence from the east, that 
the fleet, after having passed the nieht in 
vain eflbrts, was obliged to lufl* and bear 
away on the d2d. In the course of the 
night the Commander in Chief visited the 
coast, and made himself the various dispo- 

aitions of the troops. At the same time 

General Harispe, at the h^od of the 2d di- 
vision, had advanced before Alcoy, in pre- 
sence of the army of Murcia; the Ist bri- 
gade to Gastella, under the orders of Gene- 
ral Elelort, and the second to Ibi, com-' 
manded by Colonel M esilop. General Ha- 
rispe, foreseeing the attack, had chosen a 
central position, where the troops were to 
rendezvous and receive it. From the for^ 
mer evening the movements of the enemy 
were known, and the necessary arrange- 
ments made. On the 21st, by day-break, 
the Commander in Chief, Joseph O'Don- 
nel, at the head of four columns, attacked 
Delort, who) pursuant to his instructioni, 
retired en echellon^ and called in upon the 
point fixed upon the camps of Biar and 
OiulL No sooner was the first shot fired 
than Colonel Mesilop, whose troops were 
ready, and under arms, marched to join 
General Oelort, when he wras himself at- 
tacked by a corps of C,000 men, command- 
ed by the English General Roche, who had 
come by Xixona. With the assistance of 
the guns in the little fort of Ibi, with the 
voltigenrs of the 44th, and a handful of 
cuirassiers, he stops the progress of the 
enemy as they are passing a ravine, and 
repulses them; but faithful to his orders, 
' lie leaves some companies to observe the 
motions of the enemy with the garrison of 



the fort, and proceeds immediately to tiio 
field of battle, while General Harispe is 
calling in, from Alcoy, thei«serve df the 
artillery and the cuirassiers, and the flaah 
companies of the 116th. — --CeQ» O'Don- 
nel had made a brisk attack. G«aeral De- 
lort, who had taken up an advantageous 
poshion, kept up a heavy and severe fire 
with his artillery* The 24th dragooosy 
when they arrived on the right, hung upon 
the left wing of the enemy, who were much 
harassed in conscfcpience, and farou^ n{^ 
two field-pieces against the caviSry as tbqr 
married. In the mean time, Celooel lie* 
silop havUig arrived on the- left, Geotfal 
Delort did not think proper to delay any 
longer. The troops expected this time with 
cot]£deuce, and on the signal bemg given, 
as ^ery as they had before been cod, they 
rushed upon the enemy on all sides, the 
cavalry and artillery in a trot, and the in- 
fantry making a running H:harge. G<^oael 
Bubessi leads the dragoons straight ferward 
against the battery which was piaying oit 
them with grape. It is carried in aa in«> 
stant, the artillerymen are put to the 
sword, a brigade of infantry, who support^ 
ed the guns, are attacked at the same otMti 
broken, and made prisoners. The infantry 
and the cuirassiers at the same time make 
their way into Gastella, carrymg^ every 
thing before them% They cenplete^ the rate 
of the enemy's entire line, which flies on 
all sides. The streets of Gastella aire 
strewed with^ad bodies, and Reramber^ 
ger, the commandant of a battalion, com* 
pels 400 men, who have taken refuge in the 

citadel, to lay down their arms. After 

this brilliant success. Colonel Mesilop has- 
tily returns to Ibi with his^ eehimQ. The 
enemy was in the village, he attacks and 
overthrows him, and drives him beyond 
the ravine, leavmg behind him .a great 
number of killed and prisoners ; then as<* 
sembltng his forces, he pursueaf him from 
position to position across the rocks, till the 
reserve of the 116th appearing upon the 
mountains in his rear, complete his defeat. 

The loss of the enemy in this afiidr is 

supposed to be as much as 3)600 in killedi 
wounded, and prisoneis. The Brigadier 
General Laban, and several oflkers of rankf 
are among the killed \ among the prisotfis 
are four Colonels, five Lieuieiiant-Gol«ids« 
125 officers of minor rank. We have nel 
lost more than 233 killed and womided. 

Colonel Mesilop, whose conduct dur» 

ing the whole action was higher praisewot^ 
tby, had bis horse killed under him. • Ger 
Qficab>.offi€fiia^ and soUiersi ait performed 
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their dutf with the utmoet aeali and con* 
tributed to the success of this glorious day. 

The head-quarters of the Puke of AK 

hufiera are now at GuUera. 



OFFICIAL papers- 
Northern War. Bulletins of the 

Grand French Army. Fijlh BidUlin^ 

(continued from page 318./ 

to ifae ri^, and made for Oohniana. Ge- 
neral Baron Pajol arrived at that place with 
his light .cavaliy at the inoment when Doc- 
torowV advanced vanguard entered' itf 
General Pajol charged. The enemy was 
sabred and overthrown in the town; he 
lost 60 men killed and 18 prisoners. Gen 



of Genital Borde Souk, of General Pajol'^ 
and General Nansouty, has narrowly escap* 

ed destruction. Prince Bagration, wHhr 

the 5th corps stationed more i§ the rear, 
marches towards the Dwina. He set oUt 
on the 30th of June from Wolkowitsk to 
Minsk. The King of Westphalia en- 
tered Grodno the same day. The division 
DofflbiCowski pass^ it first. The HetuKin 
*Platow was still at Grodno with his Cos* 
sacks. When charged by the light cavalry 
i»f Prince Poniatowski, the Cossacks were 
dispersed in every direction. Twenty 
were killed and 60 made prisoners^' Al 



Grodno were found materials for 100,000 
rations of bread and some remains of maga* 

zines.-: It had been foreseen, that Ba* 

gration would have fallen bade upon the 
Pajjol had five men killed'and some wound- , Dwina, by drawing as near as possible to 
ed. This charge was made by the 9th re- . Dunabourg; and the General of IWvision, 



giment of Polish lancers. Gen. Docto- 

fow, seeing his route intercepted, fell back 
upon Olchanoni. Marshal the Prince of 
Eckmulil, with a division of infantry, the 
Cuirassiers oF^the division of Count de Va- 
lence, and the second regiment of light ca- 
valry of the guard, mov^ upon Ochmiana, 
in order to support General Pajol. The 



Count Grouchy, had been sent to Bogda- 
now. He was on the 3d at Trabmi. Mar- 
shal the Prince of Echmuhl, reinforced by 
two divisions, was on the 4th at Wichnew. 
If the Prince Poniatowski had vigorously 
pressed the rear-ffuard of Bagration, thai 

corps would have been endangered, Ail 

the enemy's corps are in a state of the 



corps of Doctorow, thus cut off aiid driven \ greatest imcertainty. The Hctman Platow 



towards the South, continued lo prosecute 
th^ movement on the right by forced 
maffches, -with the sacrifice of its baegage. 
Upon Smoroghoni, Danowchoff, and Ro- 
bouihacki, whence he made for the Dwhia. 
This movemeni had been foreseen. Gen. 
Nansoutf, with a division of Cuirassiers, 
Ihft division of Light 'Oavalry of Count 
Bniyere, and Count Moraand's division of 
iftiantry advanced ta Mikailitchki, with a 
view to cut off this corps. He arrived on 
the-3d at Swin, at fhe time when it passed 
that place, and pushed it briskly. He 
took a large number of waggons, and 
obliged the enemy to abandon some hun^ 
dreds of baggage-carts. -The uncertain- 
ty, the anxiety^ the marches, and counter- 
marches which these troops had endured, 
the- fatigues which they had undergone^ 
must Jhave made them sufler severely.-^ — 
Torrents of rain fell during thirty^shc hours, > 
without intermission. The weather has 
Middenly -cluioged from extreme heat to 
very severe cold. Several thousand of 
horses have perished by the effects of this 
sudden transitioa. Convoys of artillery 

have been stopped by the mud. This 

terrible storm, which has fatigued both 
mm and beasu, has uaavoidab^ retarded 
our mairh; and the corps of Doctorow, 
which successively fdU in with the coiqmns 



was still ignorant on the 30th of June, that 
Wilna had been two days in the possession 
of the> French. He took the direction to- 
wards that city, as far as Lida, at which 
place he changed his^ route, and moved to- 
wards^ the South. The sun during the 

whole of the 4th re-established the roads. 
Every thing is now orgfanizing at Wilna; 
The suburbs have suffered by the vast 
crowds of people that rushed into them 
during the continuance of the tempest. 
Tlierewas a Russian apparatus there for 
60,000 rations. Another has been esta* 
Wished for an equal number of rations. 
Magazines are forming. The bead of the 
convoys arrives at ICowno by the Niemen. 
Twenty thousand quintals of flour, and a 
Qiillion rations of biscuit, have just arrived 
here from Dantzic. 



Sixth Bulletin of the Grand French Army^ 
mtm^f July 11, 18U. 

The King of Naples continues to follow 
the enemy's rear-guard. On the 6th i^t 
met the enemy's cavalrv in a position upon 
the Dwina. He caused it to be charged by 
the brigade of light cavalry, commanded by 
General Baron Subervie. The Prussian 
regiments, the Wirtembergers and Poles, 
which form a part of this brigadci charged 
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with die greatest intrepidity. They over- 
lurned a line of Russuin dragoons and hus- 
sars, and took 200 prisoners, with their 
horses* When they arrived on the other 
aide of the Dwina, they broke down the 
bridges, and showed a disposition to de* 
fiend the passage of the river. General 
Count Montbrun then brought up his five 
batteries of light artillery, which, during 
several hours, carried destruction into the 
ranks of the enemy. The loss of ihe Rus- 
sians has been considerable. General 

Count Sebastian! arrived on the same day 

at Vidzoni, whence the Emperor of Russia 

bad departed on the preceding evening. 

■ Our advanced guard is upon the. 

Dwina. General Count Nansouty was, 

«n 4he 5th of July, at Postavoni. In order 
to pass the Dziana, he proceeded six miles 
farther on the right of the King of Naples. 
The General of brigade, Roussel, with the 
Skh regiment of Polish light cavalry, and 
the^ regiment of Pnissian hussars, passed 
che river, overtlurew six Russian squadrons, 
sabred a great number, and took 45 pri- 
soners, with several officers. General Nan- 
souty praises the conduct of General Rous- 
sel, and mentions, with commendation, 
Lieutenant Borke, of the Prussian hussars, 
the Sub-Officer Kranse, and the hussar, 
Lutze. His Majesty has granted the in- 
signia of the Legion of Honour to General 
Roussel, and to the Officers and Sub-of- 
ficers above-named. General Nansouty 

took 130 Russian mounted hussars and 

dragoons prisoners. On the 3d of July 

the communication was open'ed between 
Grodno and Wilna by Lida. The Hetman 
Platofif, with 6,000 Cossacks, when driven 
put of Grodno, moved towards Lida, and 
found there the French posts. He descend* 

•d to Ivie on the 5th. General Count 

Grouchy occupied Witchnew, Traboni, 
and Soubotnicky. General Baron Pagol 
was at Perchia ; General Baron Bade Scult 
was at Blackchtoni ; Marshal the Prince of 
Cckmuhl was in advance of Bobrowitzkl, 
pushing heads of columns in every direc- 
tion. Platofif retreated precipitately on 

the 6th, to Nikolaew. Prince Bagration 

having set out in the beginning of July from 
Wolkowisk on his route for Wilna, was 
intercepted in his march. He turned back 
with a view to reach Minsk; anticipated 
there by the Prince of Eckmuhl, he altered 
his direction, gave up his intention of pro- 
ceeding towards the Dwina, and moved to- 
wards the Borisibene, by Bobruisk, across 

the marshes of Beresina. Marshal the 

Prince of Eckmuhl entered Minsk on the 



8th. He found there considerable maga- 
zines of flour, hay, clothing, &c. Bagra* 
tion had already arrived at Noroi-Swor- 
giew : perceiving that he was anticipated, 
he sent orders to bum the magazines ; but 
the Prince of Eckmuhl did not give time 

for effecting these orders. The King of 

Westphalia was on the 9thatNowogrodek; 
General Regnier at Konina : magazmes, 
baggage waggons, quantities of mdicines, 
and^straggling parties, fail into our hands 
every instant The Russian dirisioBS are 
straying in these countries without any pre* 
viously arranged route, piursued on every 
side, losing their baggage, burning their 
magazines, destroying their artillery,, and 

leaving their places without defence. 

General Baron Colbert took, at Vileika, a 
magazine of 300 quintals of flour, a hun- 
dred thousand rations of bread, &c. He 
found also at Vileika a chest contain- 
ing 200,000 francs, in copper money. 

All these advantages have scarcely 

cost the French army a man. Since the 
opening of the campaign there have been 
but about thirty killed in all the corps, 
about 100 wounded, and ten prisoners; 
whilst we have already taken from 

2,000 to 2,500 Russian prisoners. 

The Prince of Schwartzenberg passed 
the Bug at Droghitschin, pursued the ene- 
my in different directions, and nsedr him- 
self master of many baggage; carts. The 
Prince of Schwartzenberg praises the re- 
ception he has met with horn the inhabit- 
ants, and the spirit of patriotbm which 

animates these countries. Thus, ten days 

after openmg the campaign, our advanced 
posts are upon the Dwina. Almost the 
whole of Lithuania, containing four millions 
of inhabitants, has been conquered. The 
operations of the war commenced at the 
passage of the Vistula. The projects of 
the Emperor were from that time plainly 
unfolded, and he had no time to lose in car* 
rying them into execution. Thus, the 
army has been making forced marches from 
the period of passing that river, in order to 
advance by means of manoeuvres upon the 
Dwina, for the distance between the Vistula 
and the Dwina is greater than that between 
the Dwina and Mosiere or Petersburg. 
The Russians appear to. be concentrating 
themselves upon Dunaburg: they give out 
that it is their intention to vmi for us and 
to give us battle before we enter their an*, 
cient provinces, after having abandoned 
Poland without a contest ; as if they were 
constrained by justice, and had wished to 
restore a country badly acquired, is as jDuch 
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as ic had not been gained iy treaties, or by 

the right of coiiqaest. The heat conti- 

Bues to be very Violent. The people of 

Poland are in motion oh all sid^. The 
"White Eade is hoisted every where. 
Tntsis^ nobles, peasants, women, all call 
for the independence of their nation. The 
peasants are extremely jealous of the hap- 
piness of the peasants of the Grand Duchy, 
vrho are free ; for, whatever may be said to 
the contrary, liberty is considered by the 
Lithuanians as the greatest blessing. The 
4>easants express themselves with a vivacity 
of elocution^ which would not seem to be* 
long to the climates, of the North, and all 
embrace with transport, the hope that the 
result of the struggle will be the re-esta- 
blishment of their liberty. The peasants 
of jhe Grand Duchy have gained ny their 
liberty, not that they are richer, but that 
the proprietors are obliged to be moderate, 
just, and humane; because otherwise the 
peasants would quit their lands in order to 
seek better proprietors. Thus the noble 
loses nothing ; he is only obliged to be just, 
and the peasant gains much. It must be 
an agreeable gratification for the heart of 
the Emperor, to witness, in crossing the 
Grand Duchy, the transports of joy and 
gratitude which the blessiug of liberty, 
panted to four millions of men, has excited. 
Six regiments of infantry are just or- 
dered tftbe raised by a new levy in Lithu- 
ania, and four regiments of cavalry have 
been offered by the nobility. 

Ads rtlaiive to ike Organization of 
Lithuania. 

Order of the Day. — Article I. There 
shall be a Provisional Government of Li- 
thuania, composed of seven Members and 
a Secretary General. — IL The Commission 
of the Provisioual Government of Lithuania 
shall be charged with the administration of 
the finances, with the care of the means of 
subsistence, with the organization of the 
troops of the country, with the formation 
of the national guards, and of the gens- 
d'armie. — III. There shall be an Imperial 
Commissioner with the Commissioner of 
the Provisional Government of Lithuania. 
— IV. EachoftheGovecnmentsofWilna, 
Crodno, Minsk, and Bialistock shall be ad- 
ministered by a Commission of three Mem- 
bers, with an Intendant presiding. — V. 
These Administrative Commissions shall 
be imder the orders of the Provisional Com- 
-miilion of the Government of Lithuania. — 
VI. The Administration of each Di3trict 



shall i>e confided to a Sab-Prefiect.^VIL 
There shall be in the city of Wilna si 
Mayor, four Assbtants, and a Munictpal 
Council, composed of twelve Members. 
This Administration shall be charged with 
the mansq^ment of the property of ihe 
city, with the- superintendence of the Cha- 
ritable Establishments, and with the Mur« 
nicipal Police. — VIII. A. national guardy 
consistmgof two battalions, shall be formed 
at Wilna. Each battalion shall have six 
companies. This national guard shall be 
organized in the following manner : — Etat- 
Major. One Commaddant^ two Chiefs a 
Battalion, two Adjutant-Majors, one Quar*- 
ter-Master, two Adjutant Sub-Officers, one 
Drum-Major, three Master Artificers, one 
Surgeon-Major, one Assistant Surgeon, 
eight Musicians (22). — Companies. One 
Captain, one Lieutenant, one Sub-Lieute- 
nant, one Sergeant-Major, four Sergeants^ 
one Corporal Quarter- master, four Corpo- 
rals, two Drummers, and 100 soldiers, 
making, in each Company, 119. The 
strength of the two battalions 1460. — IX. 
There shall be in each of the Govendments 
of Wilna, Grodno, Minsk, and Bialistock, 
a corps of gendarmerie^ commanded by a 
Colonel, having under his orders, those of 
the Governments of Wilna and Mmsk, two 
Chiefs of squadrons ; those of the Govera- 
raenu of Grodno and Bialistock, one Chief 
of a squadron. There shall be a company 
of gendarmerie in each district. Bach Com- 
pany shall be composed of one Captain 
Commandant, one Second Captain, one 
First Lieutenant, two Second Lieutenaiits, 
one principal Quarter- master, four Quarter* 
masters, sixteen Brigadiers, eighty volun^ 
iter gens ttarmes^ and one trumpeter, total 
107. — X. The Colonel of gendarmerie 
shall reside at the chief seat of the Govern- 
ment. The residence of the officers, and 
the stationing of the brigades, shall be de- 
termined by the Piovisional Commission of 
the Government of Lithuania. — ^XI. The 
officers, sub-officers, and volunteers of the 
gendarmerie shall be taken from the gen- 
tlemen proprietors of the district : no one 
can be exempted. They shall be appoint«> 
ed, viz. the officers by the .Provisional 
Commission of the Government of Lithua- 
nia : the sub-officers and volunteers by the 
Administrative Commission of the Govern- 
ments of Wilna, Grodno, Minsk, and Bia- 
listock. — XII. The Polish uniform shall be 
that of the gendarmerie. — XIII. The gen- 
darmerie shall perform the service of the 
police ; it shall support the public authori- 
ty; and shall arrest traitorti marauders. 
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aiid chsertcff of whartevcr army. — XIV. 

Our Order of the Day •( tbe of last 

Jbme shall be published in each Govern- 
nent, and there shall consecpieBtly be esu- 
blished in each a Military Commission. — 
XV. The Major-Gcoeral shall appoint a 
General or Superior OflBoer, either French 
or Polish, of tbe troops of the line to the 
command in each GovemmeBt. He shall 
have under his 4>fders the national guards, 
thegendarmcrie, and the troop& of the coun- 
try. (Signed) NAPOLEON. 
imperial Head-^ioriersy Wilnaj 
Jufy 1, 1812. 

[Then follow a number of other Orders 
of the Day, of the same date, appointing 
the several Members of the Provisional 
Commissioners of Government, &c.] 

Watsaw^ July 7. — His Highness, Prince 
Poniatowski, General in Chief of the Fifth 
Corps of the Grand Army, has addressed 
to the Poles, who are under his command, 
the following Order of the Day : 

Head^quarUrsj Boj/g^do^ July 6. 
Soldiers! — In communicating to you 
tbe Proclamation of his Majesty the Empe- 
lor of the French, I am convinced of the 
sentiments with which you will reply to 
bis appeal,^ and that you will readily per- 
ceive (hat. a new field is opening to you, in 
which you will cover younelves with glory. 
Already in two wars you have had an op- 
portunHy of iiecognizing the restorer of your 
<pountry, and of laying the foundation of the 
glory of the Polish army. I have no doubt 
that, forming as you do 4n the present war, 
in the grand army, a corps, which this 
powerful Protector has himself denomi- 
nated tjbe Army of Poland, aud which is to 
decide the fate of many millions of Poles,. 
your countrymen, you will then prove your- 
selves worthy of the French, in conjunction 
with whom we fighti as well as of those 
projectors which have, during so long a pe- 
riod, formed the object of our wishes, and 
which now begip to be put in es;(ecution for 
us. We ought, then, to redouble our ef- 
forts. Let no fatigues, no privations, en* 
feeble the warlike spirit which we have in* 
heriied. We shall once more prove to the 
whole world that the sacred name of coun- 
try renders its real children invincible. 

Jhfsefij Jufy 11. — Dlficrent corps of 
troops are continually passing through our 
city on their way to the Grand Army. 
Yesterday the Saxon regiment <)f ^< low" 
iniantry arrived here ; one part of it was 
quartered in the city, and the rest in the 
villages in the environs. Within the last 
three monthsi from the 1st of April to the 



aothofj^me, our city kiM had iihaiteral 
upon it, 7 Marshals, 73 Generals, 416 Of- 
ficers on the Suflf, 3,642 Officers, 89,6U 
Sub-officers and privates, and 10,902 bom. 
Berlin^ July 14.-— Ou tbe 11th of this 
month, bis Highness the Prince of Orange 
set out for Vogclsdorf, on his way to Brcs- 
lau. According to the most recent intelli- 
gence from the army, the few Swiss regi- 
ments were stationed in the environs of 
Marienwerder, a short distance from Dant- 
zic. — In the place where the Dwinaandtbe 
Niemen approach nearest to each other, 
that is to say, from Dunaburg to Kowno, the 
distance of these two rivers asunder is 
twenty German miles. 

FFf/fta, July 11. — Extract from Ihi LiUm- 
anion Courier, — Prodamation of Ike 
Ptovisional Committee to the Lithuanians. 

Citizens — For the space of twenty years 
a foreign Government has communicated its 
orders to us in language with which we are 
unacquainted. Listen now to the voice of 
your brothers ; listen to the voice of Poles 
addressing you in the Polish language. Re- 
turn thanks to Providence, which evidentlr 
manifests its beneficent designs towards 
you, through Napoleon the Great. His 
coming, like that of the Sun', before which 
the ice dissolves, has dissipated every ob- 
stacle, and his benign accents, while they 
awake the joy of bope in our bosoms, &\\ us 
with sentiments of the most ardent grati- 
tude. — By the Qrder of the Day of the 4th 
of July, by which a Provisional Govern* 
ment has been constitiited, we are enabled 
to call upon you to partake our sentimenti. 
Can there be any more re4isopable grouad 
for exultation than the hope of seeing our 
country once more take her rank amongst 
the nations? — You shall be witnesses of our 
solicitude to assuage your evils, and lessen, 
as much as possible, the calamities of war. 
The sacrifices we shall call on you to mab 
will be but slight, when put in comparison 
with tbe benefits we shall procure yoo. 
Having promised thus much, we declare 
that we have been instiled as a Provbioeil 
Government, and we invite all our fellow- 
citizens to enter upon the necessary relations 
with us. 

Signed by the Members tflhe CommissUm* 

The Provisional Commissioners of the Go* 
vernnunt of the Duchy of Lithuania t» 
the Clergy of the Diocese ofWilna. 

The principles of the religion of the Li- 
thuanian people are well known. They 
have been well inculcated by a wise and 
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cnlightetied cle^«-^— The ProTiaional 
Goverament cannot better announce to the 
people the benignitjr of the Great Napoleon, 
who has been led by Providence into Li- 
Ihuania, nor choose a better channel to 
male them acquainted with the amelioration 
pf iheir lot, than by confiding this great 
interest to the Clergy. — ^We therefore or- 
der the people to assemble for the purpose 
of returning thanks to God, who has b^ 
graciously pleased to send us this saviour 
of Poland, and to pray that he will further 
tbc successes of his arms. — ^The Clergy will 
aiterwai^ endeavour to cherish proper 
sentiment^ in the people, so that, support- 
fid by their religion, they mav continue 
with their agricultural laboury.—The pea- 
santry must not be remiss in the perform- 
anos of their duty. Their safety and hap- 
piness depend thereon. — ^They may dis- 
cover in the abundant harvest before them, 
the evident assistance afforded by Provi- 
dence to Napoleon the Great« — Let them 
peaceably gather in their crops, as in or- 
dinary times. CtTcmnstances even require 
an increase of zeal, and it canno^ be doubt- 
ed, that with the feelings by which they 
-appear to be now actuated, out that they 
will be eag^ to shew the utmost. — Done 
the 7th July, 1812. 

SlGNID BY TBI CoMMlSSlONIRS. 

July 15. —We still enjoy the presence 
,of His .Majesty, who rides out every day, 
attended by a very few persons • — Th^ day 
before yesterday His Majesty gave audience 
t» the Pblish Deputies, the Senators War- 
vedon, Wibiski, Wladislaus, Count Ja- 
rousky, &c. They have been commission- 
ed by the General Confederation of Poland 
to bear their homage to His Majesty. They 
were presented by His Excellency the Duke 
of Bassano, Minister of Foreign Affairs. 
The President of the Deputation, the Se- 
nator Warvedon Wybiski was spokesman. 
— ^The answer of His Majesty was couched 

in the most gracious terms. -The same 

/day, the llm, some inhabitants of the 
^Dnchy of Samogitia, M. M. lilwuz, Bra- 
losewo, Jellemshy, and other Officers, 
havmg at their head, the old Marshal of 
.the Court of Zietgut^ had the hmiouf of 
being admitted to Hb Majesty's preseaoe, 
they assured him how itauch the Samogi- 
tians wish to partake in the honour enjoyed 
by their brethren at Wilna.— His Majesty 
conversed with them on all matters, re- 
lating to the interests of their country. — 
Our city was never so brilliant as it has 
htm for the last 1$ days. The greatest of 



Sovereigns is resident within its walls, 
within which also are assembled the prin- 
cipal citiseas of our country, A youtbiul 
and impetuous, race have arranged thoaft- « 
selves under the Polish Eagles ; it is here V 
proper to mention the names of those zea- 
lous children of Lithuania who were Uie 
first to take arms and equip themselves at 
their own expense. In the guard of honour 
we find Prince Oginski, its chief; Couii| 
Plater, M. M. Pilgudski, Briot Bemco, 
Romer, Chlewtski — (here follows several 
other Polish names). — In the Lithuanian 
Guard, commanded by Brigadier Kono- 
phiil) we find M. M. Magelcmki, Narbut^ 
and Michalowisk, completely equipped. 
A great number of young persons are bu- 
sily employed equipping themselves. We 
have no doubt but that Uie Lithuanians will 
seek the opportunities to distinguish them- 
selves as the gallant fellows of the regi- 
ment, commaMed by Count Knadinski, 
did at Som, Sierra, and Benevente. — The 
Bishop of Korakowski has had the honomr 
of being twice brought to Court' to say 
mass in the Imperial Chapel. He received 
a diamond ring as a present. The Priests 
who accompanied him had also presents.-^ 
The grand national festival was celebrated 
here yesterday with universal enthusiasm* 
— At eleven o'clock all the Clergy were 
assembled in the porticos of the Church, lo 
receive the Constituted Authorities. — At 
noon a numerous procession, comffsting t>f 
the Members of the Provisional Commis- 
sion, the Deputies of the Grand Confede- 
ration, the Commission of Administration, 
the Members of the Tribunals, the Sub- 
Prefect, the Mayor, the Municipality, the 
Guard of Honour, the Officers of the Gen- 
darmerie of the City, finally, of all ^he 
Public Functionaries, arrived at the Ca- 
thedral, where they were introduced by 
the Clergy. — Bishop Korakowski officiated; 
when Te Deum was sung, the President of 
the Provisional Commission delivered a 
very eloquent discourse, and published the 
Act of Confederation of Poland. When 
the reading of the Act was over, cries of 
'^ Long live the Emperor Napoleon the 
Great," a thousand times repeated, filled 
the spacious arches of the ehurck. — StUnmt 
fac imperaiorem Ji/kpottomm^-^^yns thin 
sung; after this ceremony aU the autho- 
rities proceeded to the residence of His 
Excellency the Duke of Bassano, to present 
to him the Act of Confederation, and beg 
that he would submit it to His Majesty. — 
It was announced the same day that the 
ffo be continued, J 
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As illusiraied in the Prosecuiion mi FUnish/mnt of 



U 



WILLIAM COBBETT, 

In order that my countrymen and tfiat ibe 
trorld may not be deceived, dnped, and cheated 

rD this stibject, I, WUJJAH COBBETT, 
Betley, in HMRydure, pot ttpeo record 
the foUowiog ftcU: towit: That, ou the S4th 
Jnne, ia09, the foUowiojg^ article was pub- 
lished in a Xondon news^per,. .called the 

Courier: ^^ The Motiuy amongst the L€L 

^ CAL MILITIA, which broke out at Elv, waa 
**fmiv$utielff suppressed on Wedocsday bv the 
<< arrival ot' four squadrons of the GERMAN 
^'I.EOlOJSr CAVALRY fVom Bory^ ntider th^ 
•^ comaMuad of General AodmiBd. rive of die 
.^ rincleadeiv were tried by a Coort-Martial, and 
*^ seiSsnced.to reeeive 500 Mk«f mchy cart of which 
*' punishment they received on Wednesday, and 
** a paft was remitted. A iioppn^ftr their knap' 
** mcki was the ground of the complaint that ez~ 
*^ cited this mutmous spirit, which occasioned 
^ the men to surround their officers, and demand 
*^ what they deemed their arrears. The first 
** division of the German Legion halted yesterday 

** at Newmarket on their return to Bury.** 

That, on the 1st July, 1809. I publisked, in the 
Political Register, an article censuring, in the 
strongest terms, these proceedings; that, for so 
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doing^ the Attorney Generalprosecuted, as sedi< 
tioas libellers, and by Ex-^Officio Information, 
aie, and also my printer, my publisher, and one 
of the principal retailers of thcPolitical Register ; 
that I was brought to trial on the 15th June, 
1810, and was, by a Special Jury, tliat is to say, 
by It men out of 48 aippointed by the Master or 
the Crown Office, found guilty ; that, oa the 
SOth oif tlie same month, I was compelled to give 
bail for my, appearance to receive judgment; 
and that, as I came up irom Bodey {io which 
place I had returned to my family and my fiirm 
on the evening of the 16th), a Tipstaff went 
dawn fnm London in order to seiae m^ per- 
•omdly ; that, on the 9th of July, 1810, I, toge* 
ther with my piinter, publisher, and the news- 
man, were brought into the Court of King's 
Bench to receive judgment; that the three 
&rmer were sentenced to be imprisoned for 
some montKs in the King's Bench prison ; that I 
was sentenced to be imprisoned for two years in 
Newgate, the great receptacle for maldactors, 
and w firont of which is the scene of numerous 

' hangings in the course of every year; that the 
part ofthe prison in which I was sentenced to be 
confined is sometimes inhabited by felons, that 
Iblons were actually in it at the time I entered 
it ; that one man was taken ont of it to be trans- 
ported in about 48 houiis after I was put into tbe 
same yard with him ; and that it Is the place of 
confinement for men guilty of unnatural crimes, 
•f whom there are four in it at this time ; that, 
besides thai imprisonmeut,.I was sentenced to 

. p^ a^fbeuaand poonds TO THE KINa at)d to 
give SQCurihf for my good behaviour far seven 
yeiM«i myself in the sum of 3,000 pounds, and 



two sureties in the turn. of 1,000 pounds i 
that the whole of this sentence has been ezecnted 
upon me, that I have been imprisoned the twi* 
years, have paid the thousand pounds TO THB 
KING, and lutve git en the bail, Timothy Braw« 
and Peter Walker, Esqrs. being my suretiea; 
that the Attorney General was Sir Vicary Glbb< 
the Jud^ who sat at the trial Lord Ellenborot^, 
the four Judges who sat at passing sentence EMeia^ 
borough, Grose, Le Blanc, and Bailey ; and that 
the Jurors were, Thomas Rhodes of Hampnead 
Roa!d» ^oha Davia of Southampton Place, Jamea 
BMis of Tottenham Court Road, John Ricbards 
of Bayswater, Tlmmas Manham of Baker SUutly 
Robert Heathcote of High Street Marylebane^ 
John Maud oi York Place Marylebone, Geoife 
B^gster of Church Terrace Pancras, Tbomaa 
Taylor of Red Lioa Square,- David Deaae of St. 
John Street, William Palmer of Upper Street 
Islington, Henry Favre of Pall Mall; that tba 
Prime Ministers during the time were Spevcer 
Percetal, until he Was $hot by John BclHngbaa, 
and after that Robert B. Jeukinson, Earl efli: 
verpool ;• that tlie prosecution and Kentence tael: 
place in the reign of Kiiif George the Third^and 
that, he having become msane durinc my iaspiW 
sonment, the 1,000 pounda vras paid to his aoo^ 
the Prmce Regent, in his behalf; that, duriag'my 
imprisonment, 1 wrote and pnUisbad 964 Esaaya 
and Let^rs upon political subjects; thati daring 
the same time, I was visited by persona from t9f 
cities aud towns, many of them as a sort of Oqpu* 
ties f^om Societies or'Clubs ; that, at the ezptra- 
tion of my imprisonment, on the 9th of July, idlf , 
a great duwer waa given in London for &e par- 
pose of receiving me, at vrhich dmner upwardt^of 
600 persona were present, and at whldi Su* , 
Francis BnrdettpreMd^d; that dinners and other 
parties were held on the same occasion hi manv 
other places in England ; that, on my way, henM^ 
I was received at Alton, the first town m Ilaigji 
shire, with the ringing of the Church bells; that 
a respectable company met me and gave me a 
dinner at Winchester; that I was dnwn ftma 
more than the diataoce of a mile into Bottay by 
the people ; that, upon my airival in the vilfa^ 
I found all the people assembled to receive me; 
that I concluded the day by expkMnmg to theik 
the cause of my imprisonment, and by giviag 
them clear notions reabecting the flo^|$ing of IM 
Local Militia-men at Ely, and respecting the em- 
ployment of German Troops ; and, fina%, wksflb 
IS more than a comj^nsation fbr my losses and afl 
my saierings, I am in perfect health and streagA^ 
and, though I must, tor the sake of six rbttdww^ 
fisel the diminution that has keen made in nqr 
property (thinking it right in me to tlek:lihe the 
ofitN* of a subscri^ioo), I have the consolation to 
9^ growing up three sens, upon whose hearts, I 
trust, atl^teaeauttawiU^^eniniv 
Wm.C 
BUU}/, Jtay 25, 181t. 
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PnbUilied by R.BAGSHAW, Biydgef^treet, CoventGaHen. 
LQKPON: Fritted l»j J. M^Oreeiy, BlftcbHMMOoort, Flteutiwit. 
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TO TttE 



f RINCK REGENT, 
Oh the Dispute with AnntwA. 

Letter VUf. 



During the time that I was imprisoned 
for two. years io Newgate Cdt writiog about 
^ floggiiig of tfae Local MUith, in the 
town of Ely, and about the ^iployment of ■ 
Genaan TitKipr npdn that ocdteioo, I ad- 
dressed to your Royal Highness several 
LetterSf the object of which was to preP€nt 
this coimiry Jrmn being phmgfd into war 
with Anuriau I took great pleasure in of- 
fering to you advice, wluch I thought would 
be beiseficial tomycouBlry ; and, of course, 
I have expcrieocwl great sorrow at seetaff 
dut Hm «dvkc haft Imt been foBowed, and 
Chat, ill ooanqueaoe of iu rejection, we 
are now actually hi a state of war with our 
bieihreD across ike Atlantic* 

lliose oommlits skI blinderi of the pio- 
ple^ the Inrea writers, do yet attempt to 
make tbiir readers beUeve, that wt are not 
at war with the Republic of America* 
They it is, who have hastened, if not ac- 
tually produced this war; for, they it was^ 
who reviled the American Prcsitiait, and 
who caused it to be believed here, that he 
and the Conmss derMt not go to war. 
What pains, adas 1 have I taken to convince 

KRo^al Highness of the folly smd false- 
of these opinions I Thou|^ my mind 
was bof ied with the means of raisasg the 
tiMwrmri pounds fine to pay TO THE 
XING (and wluch you have received from 
me in his behalf}, I let slip no eecasion to 
caution you against believioe these repre- 
aentatiom. I told you (apa you might as 
wtA have believed me), that the American 

nle were something ; that they had a say 
« measures of government ; that they 
woKdd not suffer themselves to be pkmged 
ioki war br the gain of a set of* laxy and 
lapacious fellows ; but that, if their coun- 
try's good demanded ic, t^ would go to 
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war; and that such war would, in all pror 
babiKty, be very calamitous to England. 

While I was telling you this, your late 
minister, Perceval, was laughing at the idea 
of America going to war ; sknd his opinion 
was upheld by all the venal scribes in the 
kingdom ; that is to say, by ninSfeen twen- 
tieths, perhaps, of all those who write ia 
news-papers, and dther political works* 
That we really are at war with America^ 
however, the following document clearly 
proves. Hie Amercan Congress declared 
war in due form ; they passed an Act making 
war against your Royal Sire and his people; 
their government issued Letters of Marque 
and Reprisals ; but, still our hirelings said 
that there was no war* The following 
prodHDatiio, however, issued by an Ame* 
rican Ocuerai from his bead-quarters ia 
Oanada, which province he has invadedt 
puts the btx of war beyond all doubt. 

^ Bf wmiamUiltj Sr^a^er-Generaland 
^* Commander in d^ifofthe JforikWesi- 
«• en, Army of the United States. 

«' A PROCLAMATION. 

<< Inhabitants of CanadSi !— -After thirty 
*^ years of peace and prosperity, theUnhed 
^^ tales have been driven to arms. The 
*^ iajuries and aggressions, the insults and 
^* indignities of Great Britain, have once 
^^ more left them no alternative but manly 
<^ resistance or unconditional submission.^ 
** ^Ilie army under my command has invad- 
^ ed your country, and the standard oF 
** Union now waves over the territory ef 
'< Canada. To the peaceable, unoffending 
^* tnhabitaots, ithrings neither danger nor 
^* difficulty. I come to find enemies, not 
'* to make them. I come to protect, not to 

" inpue them. Separated by an im» 

*^ meuae oeemi and an extensive wikterness 
** from Gfeat Britain, you have no partici- 
** patiou in her councils, no idterests in her 
*• conduct ; you have felt her tyranny, you 
" have seen her injustice ; but I do not ask 
"you to avenge the one or redress the 
M 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



356] 



POLITICAL REGISTER,— £«Wer to the Ft'mce Regent, 



[S5^ 



«* other. The United States are sufficient- 
" ly powerfii to aSord every security cbn- 
*^ sistent with their rights and your expec- 
Stations. I tender you the invatuable 
*' blessings ofcivii^ political, and religious 
'^ liberty, and their necessary result) indi- 
" vidual and general prosperity* That li- 
*^ berty which gave decision to our councils, 

V and energy to our conduct, in a struggle 
*' for independence, and which conducted 

V us safely and triumphantly through the 
" stormy period of the revolution — that li- 
***beny which has raised us to ati elevated 
*' rank among the nations of the world ; 

V and which afforded us a greater measure 
^' of peace and security, of wealth and im* 
<^< provement, than ever fell to the lot of 

V any country. In the name of my 

** country, and by the authority of Goveru- 
** ment,, I promise you protection to your 
" persons, property, and rights. Remain 
<■« at your homes — pursue your peaceful 
'^ and customary avocations — raise not your 
*' hands against your brethren. . Many of 
" your fai.hei's fought for the freedom and 
•' independence we now enjoy. Being 
^* children, therefore, of the same family 
*' with us, and heirs to the same heritage, 
<< the arrival of an army of friends must 
*' be hailed, by you with a cordial welcome. 
*' you will be emancipated from tyranny 

^^ and oppression, and restored to the dig- 

*' nified station of free men. Had I any 

^' doiibt of eventual success, I might ask 
^^ your assistance, but I- do not. I conae 
" prepared for every coniiugency— I have 
" a force which will look down all opposi- 
" tion, and that force is but the van-guard 
^< of a i^Khigreater. If, contnry to your 

V own interests, and the just expectation 
<< of my coimtry, you should take part 
<< in the approaching contest, you will 
<< be considered and treated as enemies, 
^< and the horrors and calamities of war will 
*' stalk before you. If the barbarous and 
" savage policy of Great Britain be pur- 
<< sued, and the savages let loose to murder 

.*< our citizens and butcher our women and 
** children, this war will be a warof exter-^ 
<< mination. The first stroke of the loma- 
*< hawk, tlie first attempt with the scalp- 
<* ing knife will be the signal of one indis- 
** criminate scene of desolation. No white 
** man found fighting by the side of an l\\- 
*< dian will be taken prisoner; instant de- 
^' struqtion will be his lot. If the dictates 
** of reason, duty, justice, and humanity, 
<< cannot prevent the employment of a force 
•* which respects no rights, and knows no 
" vyirong, it will be prevented by a severe 



'* and relentless system of retaliation. I 
'*' 'Hou1)t not your cpurage and'lirmiess— 
'' I will not doubt your attachment to li- 
** bcrty. If you tender your services vo- 
" luntarily, they will be accepted readilf . 
^* The Uilited States ofifer you peace, liber* 
'* ty, and security ; your choice lies between 
" these and war — slavery and destmctiob* 
*' Choose, ^hen, but choose wisely; ^ad 
*' may He who knows the justior of our 
'^ cause, and who holds in his hand the 
" fate of nations, guide you to a resu\t Ae 
** m^rst conit^atible with your rights and in- 
** tere|ts, your peace and happiness. 
** By the Geueral, 
" A. P. Hull, Capt. the I3th United 

'* States' Regiment of Infantry and 

** Aid-de-Camp. 
" Head-qaariers^ Sandwichy 
''July 12, 1812." 

He, Sir, who will not believe in this, 
would not believe thou^ one were to rise 
from the dead. This is an animating ad- 
dress, and, it is, at least, possible that it 
may prove the fore-runner of the fall of 
Canada, which, when once gone, will 
never, I befieve, return to the English 
Crown. 

The fact of war being now ascertained 
beyond all doubt, the next th'og For us to 
think of is, the means' by which we are to 
obtain peace with this new and most formi* 
dable enemy. The hired writers, unable 
any longer to keep from their readers the 
fact that war ha^ taken place, are now af- 
fecting to treat the matter llgfUly ; to make 
the people of England believe, that the 
Americans wiU be driven out of <^anada; 
that the people of America hate the war ; 
and that, at any rate, the Congress will be 
obliged to put an end to the war when t&c 
intelligence of the repeal of our Orders in 
Council shall arrive at the seat of the Aou- 
rican government. 

These being the assertions now most in 
vogue and most generally listened to, I will 
give your Royal Highness my reasons fu 
disbelieving them. 

First, as to the probability of the Ame- 
ricans being baffled in tlieir designs upeo 
Canada, if the contest was a contest ot jmr 
io num, upon ground wholly n'sawif 1 
should say, that the advantage naight be on 
our side ; but, I am not sure that it wouk) ; 
for, the Americans have given repeattd 
proofs of their courage. They are, iodepd, 
known to be as brave as any people in ll^ 
world. They are, too, volunteers, red 
volunteers, in the service they are now 
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^ ii^'urtes whi^lt.«fie alhiges she has siast 
tained? If, there, were in existence no 
ground of dispute other than that of the 
Orders in Council, it appears to m^, that 
America could (especially with our par- 
liamentary evidence before her) never think 
of peace without a compensation for the 
vesuis seized illegally, as she says, linder 
the Orders in Council. Otherwise she 
tells the world, that she may be always 
iiyiTed with impunity; because, the ut- 
most that any saiion has to apprehend from 
b&r, hostility is to be compelled tp cease to 
rhhte her' rigl^ts. Upon ^lis^pi^cipht 
Ac may be exposed to a like attack the next 
day after she has made peace. Either, 
therefore, she complains without cause; 
or, the mere repeal of our Orders in Coun- 
cil ought not to satisfy her. 
' Besides, Sir, it appears to me, that, 
even supposing that there were no other 
ground for the war, on her part, than the 
existence of our Orders in Council, she is 
bound, in fairness towards the Emperor 
Na|>oleon, to obtain some kind of compen-^ 
satibn for ^hat she has suffered from the 
execution of our Orders in Council after 
the time that he repealed his decrees. If 
she make peace with us, axid place ps up- 
on the same footing with France, without 
obtaining such compensation, he will as- 
suredly allege paiHuiit^ agaiuh her, smtt 
$bit will have sufieiedus to continue to do 
with impunity, for a year at^ a half, that 
which she made him cease to do. It was, 
therefore, I repeat it, roajtt^ of great sur- 
prise with me, 4hat Mr.' Brougham should 
have given the pledge abpve-mentioned ; 
though I hope your Royal Highness will 
be advised better than to pursue measiu^ 
that shall put him to the test. 

Compensation for the property seixed 
under our Orders in Council will, I think, 
be demanded ; and, if the Orders be re- 
cog^uzed 3» a violation of the rights of 
America, I do not see upon what grmuid 
sncfa compensation could be objec^ed to; 
but, Sir, as far as reliues to ourselves, I \ 
tmst, that the means of making such com* 
peosation would not be demanded of M< 
peopU^ but wg|i)d be taken, Ifrom thos^ 
wno hvtt received the amotmt ojf ,the pro- 
perty sei^« With this, however^ Ame- 
rica has nothing to do : she can only de- 
mand eompcnsatioo; but, she may extend 
^at demand to the amount of her expoises 
m tv^EBg out ships of war and in raising 
and sendmg forth an army. ^^ indemnity 
^for the past and security for the fiOare* 
'itf Str^ ^ ykeniM aot wmown amAngst 



the statesmen who adom^ and who have 
adorned your and your royal Sire's court ; 
and, I do not Icnow of any maxim in pub- 
lic law, or in diplomacy, that forbids a 
republic any more than a monarchy to make 
such a demand. If we dd allow that Amo« 
rica has just cause of complaint, wecann 
not well refuse her iiklemnity at least; if 
we do not allow that she has just cause of 
complaint, we do wrong, we act a bast 
and cowaidly pjirt, if wc desist from doing 
that which ^he complains ^. - 

Upon what ground it is, then, that Uvi 
Bfou{^;am^eK|9ects an immodfate eess^O^s 
of hostilities on the part of America I am 
at a loss to discover. I am at a loss to 
diicovet upon what ground it is that he 
has made his pledge, or, ar least, the 
pledge which has been attributed to him* 
Either he must look upon tho» Orders m 
Council as the sole ground of the Amerkau 
dedatation of war, or he mtist suppose 
there to be other grounds. If he bob 
upon them as the sole ground, he must, I 
thbk, suppose that America will not laj^ 
down her arms without obtaining indem^ 
•ity for siich heavy losses as those Ordeas 
have occasioned her ; and, if he looks upon 
the deelaratioa as having been partly pro- 
duced by other subjects of complainti^ he 
must necessarily suppose, that an adjust* 
ineut as to those ^^ouqds- of cocapkiail 
must precede a cessation of hostilities. t 
Whatever pledges may have been given 
by any persons, it is for yo«r Royal High* 
ness to lend an ear to the voiee of reason.; 
and, I am greatly deceived if that voioe 
will not recommefid to you an expreision» 
as speedily as possible, of your readiiiess 
tO' cause the officers of the fleet to cease to- 
impress 2ny persons out of American shipf • 
This, as I have before had the honour to 
assure your Royal Hi^mess, is the com* 
plaint which has, at last, in reality, pn^ 
duoed the war between us and our Ame- 
rican brethren. There have been many 
subjecu of difiereace; ouny- grpuncb of 
quarrel, but this is what fiude its way to 
the hearts of the American people* , They 
would, I verily believe, ha^e etMhired aU 
but thtst this, however, I Ifioeur t^^ 
would not endure, and I toU foAr miais«* 
ters and the public so long ago. If I an 
asked whether I think, that die ceasii^ (to 
impress people on hoard of American sUps 
wovild canse many of our jailors to ileserty I 
answer, that J do not know; but, that, I 
donotseeit^Af i< j^iiM/ I do not see wif 
Englldmiett shoold like the Amefiean ser- 
vios becteribimeur ofvm« And, feaUy» I 
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Biust say; ^ir, tliat I think, that to enter- 
tain any such apprehension squares not well 
vrith the tenor of our national songs about 
the valour Sind patriotism of our '' tars/* 
I think it exccediogfy huniiliating to us to 
suffer it to he said, or to act as if we said, 
that we must retain the power of impress-' 
ment, or personal seizure, on board Ame- 
rican ships out at tea, for fear the giving 
up of that power should cause our fleet to 
be deserted. Sir, | am one of those who 
love to believe, that English seamen do 
not want force to induce thetoi to fight for 
their c9untry. it isj in my eyes, a most 
mortifying thing to proclaim to the world, 
that we are likely to have war with Ame- 
rica, and that we appear to prefer war 
with America to the giving up of the means 
of detecting and seizing English sailors, 
<!eserters from the King's service. This so 
badly comports with all our assertions re- 
specting the freedom we enjoy, and also 
respecting our devotion to our King and 
our glorious constitution; for, it appears 
to me, that, if the world believe in the 
^HicessUy of this power of impressment, it 
must think either that our boastings of our 
blessed state are untrue, or, that oursailors 
are not the most wise or the most loyal set 
ef men. I am for wiping off this stigiiia ; 
and, without crying or fainting away, as 
Sir Vicary Gibbs is reported to liave done 
at Horsemonger Lane, I am for showing 
the Yankees and |hc whole Vorld, that we 
irant no terror to keep onr seamen to their 
duty \ that we are not afraid of their sculk- 
ing from our fleet to take refuge in Aine- 
rican ships; that we entertain not the dis- 
graceful apprehension, that those who have 
(mce had the honour to sail under the 
'iHtjfai flag of the House of Hanover will 
ever prefer that of the American or any 
'iAbtr republic. 

Honour, Sir, as ¥^1 as policy seem to 

* me to dictate the giving up of this power ; 

* and, as the giving of it up might, and, as 
I think, would cause tne restoration of 
peace between England and America, I 
will not be persuaded that such a measure 

' Hoes not accord with the wishes of your 
\Boyal Higbness. 

As to ** the exhausting of the resources 

' •* »f America, which now begins to be 

talked off by that most corrupt of news- 

Eapers, the Times, I do most earnestly 
eseech your Royal Highness to bear in 
mind how lobg the late Pitt promised 

* this deluded nation v that he would iexAaic5/ 
the resources of republican^ France / Sir, 

' Mr.Ma4isoD, though a r^ plaiatdressed. 



steek-headed man ; though he wears nei- 
ther tails, nor bags, nor big wigs, nor 
robes; though he dresses in a pepper- 
and-salt coat and a nice dimity waistcoat, 
knows a great deal more Qf our real situ- 
ation than I believe many of your ministers 
know of it; and, I should uot wonder if 
he knew almost as much of it as your 
Royal Highness's self does. He is a man. 
Sir, who is not to be led by our filreiing 
prints; be sees our gold at above fire 
pounds an ounce ; he has seen acts passed 
which, hi effect, force the circulation of 
our Bank notis ; and, seeing tliis, he does 
not want any body to tell him what is 
coming; seeing this he will laugh at the 
idea of our exhausting the resources of 
America, xhe capital of whose whole debt 
does not amount to a tenth part of one 
Iialf year's interest upon our debt. This 
groimd of liope is, Sir, more visionary 
than any other. Indeed, they are all 
equally visionary. There is no hope of 
any thing but loss and injury to us by a 
war with America. 

I have now done all tliat I am able to 
prevent this calamity. If the war proceed, 
I shall say as little about it as circumstances 
will permit. I have lost no occasion of 
endeavotu'ing to put aside this evil; and, 
when the result of the contest shall be la- 
mented ; when tKose who now rejoice at 
the idea of doing ml^ief to free men, 
shall.be weeping over their folly, I trust 
that your Royal Highness will have the 
justice to remember, that this war had 
always a decided opponent in your faithAil 
servant, 

Wm. COBBETT. 

Botley, I5th September, 1812. 

SUMMARY OF POLITICS. 

Paper against Gold. By the last 

price current I see that the Gold Coin is 
now Xb, 85. the ounce iii Bank notes. Of 
course a real guinea will sell for about 
(£U IO5. The following article from the 
Morning Chronicle of the 1 6th instant con- 
tains very curious matter upon this subfect. 
. " The Scarcity of money becomes every 
** day niore and more inccmyenient. Per- 
*^ sons, evidently agents, with great pow- 
*' ers of drawing on London BaiUcers,' hare 
^' opened accounts with Country B»ikers, 
" for the purpose of getting their local 
" notes ; and with these they go intp shops, 
*< fairs, and even Farmers' houses, to buy 
" up guineas, as well as silver. They pay 
** for them in thfse country J^ank Jiotci, 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



357] StPT^iaLR 19^ \^n.^'0niheJ7i5puU1triik^A^ ' [3flg 



upon. The American irmj does not con- 
sist of a set of poor creatures ^ whom rai-' 
sery and vice have made soldiers ; it does 
not consist of the off- casts and out- casts of 
the country. It consists of a band of free- 
men, who understand things, and who are 
ready to fight for what they understand ; 
and not of a set of half-cripples ; of crea- 
tures t^xat require to be trussed up in order 
to prevent them from falling to pieces. < It 
is the youth; the strong, the active, the 
hardy, the souacj youth of America whore 
our army in Canada have to face; and, 
tiiough i do not say, that the latter will be 
unable to resist them, yet I must say, that 
l/ior they will not, when I consider, that 
the Americans can, with ease, pour in a 
force oi forty or, fifty thousand men^ and 
when 1 hear it stated, that we have not 
above fourteen or fifteen thousand men in 
Canada, exclusive of the Militia, upon 
whom I do not know what degree of reli- 
ance is to be placed. After all, however, 
the question of success in the invasion of 
Canada, will, as in the cases of France and 
Holland, depend wholly upon the people of 
Canada. If they have reason to hghc for 
their present government ; if they ht con- 
vinced, that achange.ofgpvernincnt would 
make their lot wqr^^ they; will, of course, 
rise an^. Jghtagaii^t.the.invaders, and then 
our commander may safety set General HuU 
at defiance ; but, if the people of Canada 
should liave been inveigl^.. to believe, that 
a change of government would be for their 
bieaefit, I must confess that I should greatly 
doubt In our power of resistance* It will 
be quite useless for us to reproach the peo- 
ple of Canada with their want of zeal in 
defence of their country. We have re- 
proached the Dutch, and. the Italians, aqd 
the Hanoverians for the like; but,. Sir, it 
answers no purpose. Such reproaches do 
not tend lo drive out the invaders ; nor do 
ibey tend to deter other natious from follow- 
ing the exainple of the invaded party. 
What a whole nation wills must, soouer or 
liter, take place. 

As iB the ssGOMo assertion, that the peo- 
ple of America Jaate the war, I must say, 
that I have seen no proof of such 'hatred. 
The Americans, being a reflecting people 
and a people resolutely bent upon preserv- 
tag their freedom, have a general hatred of 
war, as biting, generally speaking, hostile 
lo that freedom. JBtit, in the choice of 
«vils, if^war shduM appear the least evifr, 
they will not hi\ to take it; and, iadeed, 
'(hey have iakm. it ; for, in America^ it is 
xtaily the pcdfile.who dcdarr war; the 



Congress is the real representative 6f the - 
people; there are no sham elections; no . 
bufings and sellings of votes and of false 
oaths ; but the members are the unbought, 
uncorrupted, unenslaved agents of the peo« 
pie, and, if they cease to speak the senti- 
ments of those who elect them, they are put 
01^ of tlie Congress at the end of a very 
few months. It is, thei^efore, not only ' 
false, but stupid, to afiect to believe that . 
the war is unpopular^ and that \ki:^govern^ 
ment is. odious in the ejres o£ the people* 
The whole of the government is of the 
people. All its members arc chosen by • 
them ; and, if it ceased to please them, it 
would soon cease to exist. Nothiogf thereto 
fore, can be so absurd as to suppose that a 
measure so important as that of warius 
been adopted (gainst the will of the people. , 

This opinion has been attempted to be . 
sustained upon tlie evidence of a riot at; 
Baltimore, the object of which was the si- 
lencing of a news-paper, and the end of 
which was bloodshed on both sides. But, 
from this fact the exacdy contrary cooclu- , 
sion ought to be drawn. The news- paper 
in question was, it appears, hostile to ihe . 
war ; and, therefore, a riot, in order to si- 
lence such paper^ caniMt be considered as a, 
proof of unpopidatiitf attached to the war« 
The truth appears 'to have been, that (ha 
editor of the paper was pretty notorious as 
being.brabed to put forth what gave so much 
ofleoce to the people^ who were, upon this 
particular occasion, unable to imitate the. 
talerant conduct of their ipovernment. It 
was, however, very wrong to assail the cor- 
rupt tool by force. He should have beea 
left to himself; for, though this species of 
attack upon the liberty of the press is far 
less injurious to that liberty. than the base 
attacks, dictated by despotism^ and masked 
under tlie visor of forms dear to freedom ; 
still it is an attack; it is answering state- 
ments or arguments by violence ; by some- 
thing other than statement and argumeuu 
Thereibre, I disapprove of the attack ; but 
I cannot consider it as a mark of the unpo- 
pularity of the war, of the precise contrary 
of which it is, indeed, a very bad (iroof. ' 

Much having, in our hired news-papers^ 
been said of this riot ; it having heeii re- 
presented as a proof of bad government ia 
America, and (which is mpre to my pre* 
sent purpose) as a sigu oi appi'oaching anar" 
chy^ teoding to the overthrow of that go- 
.vernment which has dedared war against 
MSy I must trespass a little furtlier upon 
this head, to beg your Royal Higliness to 
.believe nothing that the hi^edonen ^say upon 
M2 
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the sahjcct. When the war with France 
began in l7Pd; that war which appears 
ikM to promise any end ; when that war 
bcg^i many riots took place in England 
against those who were opposed to the war ; 
many houses were destroyed ; many print- 
ittg-ofiees demolished ; many booksdiers 
put to flight } many men were totally rutn- 
ed| SUid that, too, by mobs marching and 
burning and killing under banners on which 
we^inso^ibed ''CHURCH AND KING." 
Nmiv^^t th^rrwarnot aKeiMMra|r<aMrfhy 
td fellow these things in England, I beg 
your Royal Hi^^mess not to be persuaded to 
believe, that anarcliy will follow the de- 
Ikiolishing of a printing-office In the United 
States of America, where there are more 
news'papers than there are in aU Europe, 
this country included. Once more, howtn 
eter, I express my disapprobation, and even 
my abhorrence, of that demolition ; which 
was the less excusable, as the assailants had 
freedom, real freedom of the press, to an* 
swer any thing which the bribed printer 
night publish, and even to publish an 
account of his bribery. Such, however, 
appears to have been the popular feeling iit 
fiofour of Ike war^ that no consideration 
Was of sufficient weight to restrain the re* 
scntmeht of the.peopte i(gainst a toautwho 
was daily ^kdaiming against that mea- 
irnre. 
^ If we conclude, as, I think,- we must, 
that the people of America were in favour 
ai the war at the time when it was declar- 
ed, the next thing to be considered is, what 
eflfect the intelligence of the repeal of our 
Orders in Coundl will have in America. 
The question is, in short, whether that in- 
telligence will make such a change in the 
^ntiments of the peonle of America 05 lo 
prifduce pmc€. 1 think it will not. There 
sire some persons in England who seem to 
believe, that the receipt of that intelligence 
will, at once, put an end to the war; for, 
th^y do not appear to consider any treaiy 
necessary to the restoration of peace with 
America.. 

Nol^iiy must there be a nig^ciaiion 
aipd a ina^f or c^/iyen/i^n,. before there 
can be peace, or even a suspension of arms ; 
but, I am of opinion) that no such treaty or 
a>nventi!»n wUl be made without more 
being done by us than merefy the reptaUng 
4>f our Ovders in Council^ which removes 
but a part, and not, by any. means, the 
greatest pairt, of the grievances of which 
Ihe Americans complain. So Ions aj|o as 
the month of February last, as will be seen 
by my mouo^ 1 expressed to your Royal 



Highness my oprnkm, that the mere repeal 
of the Orders in Council would not satisfy 
the people of America, {twas, therefore, 
with no small degree of surprise, that I saw 
(ifom the reports in the news-papers), that 
Mr. Brougham, had pledged himse(fie sttp- 
port Uu ministers in a war against Amerka^ 
if she should not be satisfied mith ikur 
measure of repeal. I was mirpriaed at 
this, .because Mr. Broudiaoa must have 
seen, that she complained of the iMfress- 
rnnt e/)ur.munen^ ^uP^ divers jodMr 
things, which she deemed to be injuries. 
Besides, did Mr! Brougham imagine, that 
our two years' nearly of refusal lo repeal 
were to go off without any thing done by 
us in the way of compensation? Thebis- 
tory of the transaction is this : The Ainc^ 
rican President announces in 1810, Aat, 
unless we repeal our Orders by a ceitab 
day, in the same way that France had 
done, a certain law shall go into ferioe 
against us. We do not comply^; we continue 
in what he calls a violation of his cmmtry's 
rights for a year and a half after the time 
appointed for repealing; at the end of that 
time an inquiry takes place in parliaoMBt, 
and two volumes are publbhed, odotaining 
evidence of the ruinous cooseooences to us 
nf the measure which Atperica has adopted. 
Thereupon we r^al. *Bat,,Sirf Mr. 
Brougham can hardly want to be told, tW 
America has made no pr^Atise to he seUi^ied 
with any repeat which nhould take place 
i^er her act shciild go into eflect. Indeed, 
she has never made any such promise ; nor 
was it to be supposed, that, when she taw 
that her measure of exclusion was roiaing 
us, she would be content with our merely 
doing that which was calculated to sen 
ourselves. Tins, in fact, is our iangnage 
to her : we refused to repeal oor (Mm 
till we found, that the not rqwalhig of ^mi 
was injurious to ouirselvesj and, thettfart, 
we now repeal them, and» in conaeqnenoe, 
call upon you to act as if we had nevtr re* 
fused.^ 

This, Sir, is what no nation can be sop* 
posed to^JIsten to. W^ttowhat Amefeto 
deemj an iiijiiry ; welder what she siys il 
suffie^t to justify her in-declaring war 
against us. And, after a whifo, we de- 
sist; but notoriously because proof has 
been produced that perseverance is uy^ 
rious to ourselves. In theme^swhilesfae 
declares war to compel us to do that which 
we have done before we hear of her dcel|- 
ration. And, under th«se ckcuaistancei, 
cati we expect her to (filam, until sheta 
obtaiaed seuething like i ni e m y i ^ ion (or 
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^^ytUxh' tlb«r jAzf da lawfully, and tins 
*^^ibt fSpecie ir collected from every part of 
**, the-jLiogdocD* It is suspected that these 
*' agcfit^ uiikiMwn eveo to tbearaehresy 
''.are eoH>loyed by THE HIGHEST AU- 

**-THORlTY.- This is the natursilcon- 

*V* sequence of .the system which has been 
*S pursued; and the .coosequeoce aftready 
*Sis« that every pound sterling which we 
'';Jbave to pay ey>eo to o»r own troops 
^Sabroad^ cosis us thirty shillings. Our 
*^ army^ however, must be paid, and we 
**.are so far involved that wemust goon. 
*' A^ soon as P.arliament meets, which, 
** whether, there is a general Election or 
^'.not, nuist be before Ghristadas, some 
^\ strong measuse must be adopted for the 
*^ supply of specie. There is an idea of 
*^. filing in, and paying in Bank notes for 
f^ M the tdaU in iht Kingdom. But that 
*^ wottid obviously afford no relief— -since if 
** the price of bullion is the cause of the 
'' disappearance of specie now, it would 
'^ equally disappear then ; and the quantity 

**. of plate in the Island is not great." 

This cannot be true ; or, at least, I think 
ii impossible that any persons intrusted 
w^itU any power above that of a ticket porter, 
should entertain the notions here ascribed 

t9 the " hMusl authority,*' But, as to 

the state of the finances of the country, 
there is no exa^^gieraUon there. This part 
of (mx public concerns is fast drawing to a 
crisis. When a guinea is worth 30;. men 

opght to look about them. This, though 

the natural consequence of war, and though 
the thing must be made more and more 
desperate by the continuance of war, is one 
> of the grand impediments to peace. It 
vras, indeed, one of the real causes of this 
present war. The paper is in such a state 
that it cannot support itself against the 
cSects of a free intercourse with France. 
— ^ — 1 do not see any reason to suppose, 
th^t the depreciation will not proceed as 
rapidly as it has done for two years last 
past. It began to be sensibly felt and 
dearlif understood very soon alter I was 
shut up in Newgate, for the cause mention* 
c^ ill the last page of this Register. The 
matter vyras^ jthtn made so very plain, that 
those began to see who had been blind all 
the days of their lives. So that, there 
was* at any rate, one good that resulted 
from my suE^ring. I made downs able 
financiers ; or, at least, as able as Pitt and 
l^s set, if not a little more so. ^To re- 
turn to the matter before us ; the buying up 
of the plate would be nonsense. It would 
disappear the inoment it got into circu- 



lation. Real gold and silver wiH ndt^keep 
comply with our paper, unless one is to 
be bought and sold with the other, and 

theo each will fetch its real value. ^The 

Local ^Token bill must be repealed before * 
it goes into operation, or there* must be a 
great issue of tokens softie where to supply 
the place of those now in circulation ; for, - 
otherwise no trade can possibly be carrred 

on. Were it not for the national debt ' 

ail would be easily settled ; but, indeed, . ' 
it is that Debt which has made all the paper, ' 
They began together, and together they will ' 

live as long as they c/in. What will be ' 

done about the pay of the Judged ^ &c. Sec. 
who have tixe^l annual, or daily, sums, I ' 
hardly know ; for, if the gold should get 
to about £7. \As. an ounc^, a one pound 
note will be worth only half as much 
as it used to be; and ye|, times will nqt^ 
be very favourable to the raising of the 
pay of any of the people m pubij^ employ- 
ment. — r-When people talk of dearnf:ss^ 
they forget how the paper has fallen in 
value. If- a guinea be worth 305. a loail 
of wheat which sells for £ZQ. does, iu ' 
fact, sell for only about £*i(>,^ and sooa ' 

as to other things. Hume foretold ex- 

acdy what is now taking place; and I ' 
would advise the ministers to read his 
book. They will derive much more proBt 
from him tiian from the Morning Ghro- * 
nicle, who now complains of our system, 
Alas 1 Mr. Perry, it is too late to recover * 
things. Pitt decided its fate. It may he'^ 
made to go on a little faster or a little" 
slower ; but its end will be the same; and * 
all that is worth talking about is, what are * 
the consequences that it will produce as to" 
the liberty and independence of the na- 
tion. This is indeed a question worthy of 
being discussed by men of real wisdoiti; * 
but the Prince Regent will, I am afraid, • 
look about him in vain for many men of 
that description. If there were a man in 
power endued with profound insight as to 
this subject; a man capable of foreseemg 
what would happen and of providing ac- 
cordingly, he would have in his hands 
more power to do good than ever before ' 

fell to the lot of a human being. ^One 

thing is certain, that every man in dbt 
country thinks that some great change is ai 
hand. Every man thinks this, except 
those men who never think beyond their 
own particular interests, and who occupy 
in the creation a rank little superior to that 
of the badger or the otter. Of men who 
do think, who hfeve minds, and who ex- 
tend their wishes, to the well-being of 
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others; who have dome seotimtat of ho- 
nour, win) know what Jrttiom and what 
country mean ; of such men there it not 
one, who does not expect to see some great 
event in England; lE>ut, no one has m 
opinion as to what it is to be. It is trulf 
curious . to observe wiih what eagerness 
those who still adhere to the name of Pitt 
get rid of every topic coot»ected with the 
paper-money. They are afraid, to think 
en the suhject. But» their avoiding it will 
not prevent what is to happen. -^^ — The 
remedy of which J possess the knowledge 
would do much ; but, I do not ||a^er my- 
self ffiat tl'i^ill ever be called for in a way 
ah^ shall induce me to divulge ic, 

WMi COBBETT. 

BolUy^ l^Ji September, 1812. 



Loan Yarmouth's LEmt 

^0 the Editor of tlu Courier. 

Sir — Your Paper of yesterday, which I 
bave just seen on my return from Windsor, 
contains, under the head Foreign News, 
this extract from the Gazelle de Fnmce^ as- 
serting as impudent and scandalous a false- 
hood as any that evet* disgraced the press : 
— " Lord Yarmouth, and his worthy imi- 
^^tators, obtained their liberty under the 
*' guarantee of tliclr parqte. In viojating 
'^ that guarantee, they have offended the 
** delicate sentiment of honour. Lord Yar- 
^* mouth was the irst to set an example, so 
'^ much the more fatal, as its author is of 

• •* the most elevated rank." 1 have al- 
ways avowed, both at Verdun and at home, 
my opiuion, that the detention of the Eng- 
lish in 1 803, however cruel, by its being 
a measure never resorted to ou former occa- 
sions, was justified by tlie seizure of French 
I. pcoperty and French subjects in British 
ports, before our Ambassador had ceased 
to exercise the functions of his high office 

. at Paris. Hiis opinion left me no pretext, 
however miserable, lor the (ireach of a pa- 
role of honour. Since, however, a charge 
of its violation has been brought forward 
in, tl^e French papers, and repeaned with 
V2|riou8 cofttnents in the English, I am 
compelled to clear myself, which (shall do 
Jti a few words, premising, that I can Sup- 
port my assertion by the original passports 

signed by the French Minister. In May 

1803 the Englbb in France were declared 
prisoners of war, and as such gave their 
parole of honour.^For sfveral months I 
ai^dnmr x^thiers ^^^ permitted to reside 




whcrevw we Jplnaed, till the cmel diaw> 
gard of sooK Cngli^ C^ttemen to 4he 
cofltfarts tif their feHow-prisoneis, ooca- 
sioned our being confined hi fortresttson 
dietr effecting their escape.-—^ had paasd 
more than two years in the fortress of V€t>- 
dun^ when I learnt that Mr. Fox had| at 
the command of the Prince of Wales, |» 
whose gracious interfiuvDce I am proud to 
owe my liberation from captivity, applied 
for and obtained my return to England on 
parole of honour, to go back to France 
whenever my return should be deaumded. 
A siii;j{ar ^^roie was signed bythe Earl of 
Elgin and General Abettromby, and we 
saUed together from Morlaix in May, 1806. 
Upon my being seat back to Paris, almost 
immediately aftehvards, by Mr. Fox, I de- 
manded and obtained mf release from this 
parole, as a necessary prelimuiary toaiy 
being under the protection a£R»rded by ^ 

Law of Nations to diplomatic A^nts. 

Since it has thus beooae necessary for me 
to recur to the year 1806, I take this op- 
portunity of addidg to tht papers, then 
pii^itshed, the institictions accompanytng 
Mr. Fox's dispatch of the ISlhJuly. These 
insiruclioos I owe it to myscU to publish 
in refutation ^ th% charge once advanoed, 
and now revived, of haViog,^ contrary to 
the tenor of my instnictiMs, produced Hh 
Majesty's full powers at ^ time when (^2d 
bily) no choice reMiited ^i to do so or 
break off the n^ociation. It will, of 
course, be remembered, that M. D'Oubril 
had then concluded a treaty, and that he 
used all the weig4ll beloii(ging to the Mi- 
nistcar of so great a friendly powor, to 
obtain an official character to be atuched 
to the British negociation. No obtoq^ 
could induce me, for obvious reasoas, to 
make this document public in 1806-7; it 
is now harmless, and I have a r^ht to add 
it to the official papers of that year,— - 
The story of M. de Clermont and< the aoutf* 
box, in ]8ll, is private, and of no mo- 
ment, nor should I notice it)4 but that the 
pen is in my hand. It > entirely, un- 
founded, never having received that or 
any other mark of the French Emperor'o 
recollection, or approbation, then or at any 

oMier tip«u. ^I liave die' honour to he. 

Sir, your obedient humble servant, 

, . Yarmoittb. 

London, IZth August, 1812. 

P. S. It is usual to direct caie's letter ia 
some friend who will give it publicity ; I 
have taken ashorter course, that o£ si " 
uig it to the prois Jo lift fini imtjuc^ 
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« Mr OWE HAH^ ««0!rTH*4ITD«limUiB» 

^^TbtccMionofSicU "^Tli* .«Uowlttg Urn 
1y«iiitokvabley¥«cft0M . Frtncti to,rec9(le fi^m 
d^retiifaiinghwaspro- their original ba»Is, so. 
potid to lift «» ao in- fb* as to stihstitnte an 
4oeemcntlfirreliDqaiBh* exchange in the case of 
nt otnr fiivMiHte mode Sidly, may become lest 
of MtcbtMMi : if it be objeqtioDahlei if ancb a 
€ede£ the following 
difficiOtles win besides 
occnr: — 

««V%ml,wfaet«toted 
•a MivaleMs^iin e- 
qyivaMot^r a posses- 
sion we can keep, in 
spite of the Frericbv 
o&^t to be of the s4toe 
natmne hkeme. Bow 
can this applf to Dal- 
ntatia, or other places 
that have 1»een men- 
ti^Mstd? Nify, even 
stnctly, to the eai-Ve^ 
netiaiKterritorievyWbtre 
even there seems to be 
little diance of obtain- 

<«aeeesKll|r«*-Itisnel 
pofithJe tosofTender to 
the enemy die onW.r^ 
naming portion or the 
of Naples' 4om^ 
withovt nbtaki- 

_ Je^pHite, or 

nearly adeqoate^ com- 
pensation tw tliat 
Pniic<^---fikic£i^aBpB. 
catkm or the i£u» 
TomnB appeals absord 

rn tfaenieeofit;«jui 
fhrther explanation 
steU baTe been mad«, 
oae csmtenlly oonoaive 
mnr ceuetry npon the 
Affaiatic where the said 
Anbce can be in any 
decree of security. 

«<Thinlly^The dis* 
tMce of Malta from 
aaf friendly country, 
miiA consequently from 
ttby certain source of 
Mtpl^, nay reader the 
p Ma assioii of that Wand 
to OS extremely diffi- 
cal^ at least, if Aot 
precarious. 

** Under these circamstances I am of 
ipmwxk tb^f, at an^ rate, time ought to be 
gahied, and tliat 'our endeavotir ought to 
be, if possible, to make some arrangement, 
which, theugh exceptionable, might ob- 
tain io xa the two gnnd points — Hanover^ 
and the preservation of our Russian con- 
nexion. N. B- Corsica, Sardinia, Ma- 
jorca, ^ Minorca, miffhc all, or any of 
them, be useful in producing such an ar- 
nn^ment.'* 



change be at the de-, 
clared desire of Russia, 
and should 1«ad to an 
awaiiy wsnt mof suit* 
aUe to, the mm «f 
mikt power. In such 
abe, provided compen- 
sation 'be made to the 
King of Naples, we 
shall .hare gifcn uo.wtU- 
understood £nglkh ob- 
jects fox what we deem 
to be ni-onderstood 
Russian ol^Jeeti; but 
in cases ef confodency, 
there is aothisg to be 
ashamed of in such a 
transaction. If we hold 
out, it is probable Rus- 
sia will make a aepiirate 
peace, by whilfb means, 
we shall soon find our- 
salves completely des- 
4itote of all continental 
eomwQEioB or in<»ewes 
idiatever* Hanofer 
will remain in the pow- 
er of the enemy, pro- 
babty gunautved To 
Pmssia, aiMl we can 
, have no ponihk means 
of recovering a pos- 
session so essentiaf to 
the honour of the King 
and nation, than by 
coiiqveriag some part 
of the world which 
France would accept 
as an equivalent for toe 
Electorate. Of this I 
can see no prospect, 
and should therefore 
consider all hope of ho- 
nourable peace as put 
off ler efer. 



6rF)[GIAL JPAPIiftS. 

The Provisional Commissioners of the Co- 
vernmeni qf the Duchy of Lithuania to 
the Clergy of the Diocese of Wibia. 

(Contimudfroin page S50.J 

provisional Government of Lithuania, In 
order to consecrate this great reunion, had 
resolved to give a portion of one thousand 
francs to a Lithuanian girl who should 
marry a man born in the Greater Poland, 
and a second gift of one thonsaud iirancs to 
a JPole who should marry Si Lithuanian 
girt. By chance it occurred that t^e first 
couple immediately presented themselves 
and received the nuptial benediction. — In 
the evening the city was magnificently il- 
luminated. — The National Theatre was 
thrown fipen gratis. The piece entitled 
Thf Crtcovians was played. The festival 
clpsffd with a ball, of which Count Pac, a 
Lith^ian, did the honours. The trans- 
parencies were beautiful, and the inscrip- 
tions very ingenious. Several French and 
Polish Generals w^re present at the ball, 
which was also honoured by the presence 
of His Majesty the Emperor and King. — 
This same Gazette (the Lithuanian Cou- 
rier) announces, this day, the refusal of 
the fcrand Seignior to ratify the treaty of 
peace concluded at Bucharest, bctw^n the 
Russian and. ^Turkish Plenipotentiaries. — 
His Majesty the Emperor Napoleon was 
still at Wilna on the l6th. He enjoys the 
best possible health. 



Seventh BuUttin of the Qremd Army.^^ 
rnina^ July 16. 

His Majesty has erected upon the right 
bank of the Vilia an intrenched camp, sur* 
rounded by redoubts ; and constructed a 
citadel upon the mountain on whhcK war 
the ancient palace of Jagillons. Thus, two 
bridges upon piles are being constructed* 
Three bridges upon rafts are already esta* 
blidied. — On the 8th His Majesty review* 
ed a part of his guard, composed of Laborde 
and Roguet's divisions, commanded by 
Marshal the Duke of Treviso, and the old 
guard under the orders of Marshal the Duke 
of Dantzic, in front of the intrenched caqup. 
The fine appearance^ of these troops excite^ 
general admiration. — On the 4ih, Marshall 
the Duke of Tarentum, set out froo) hi^ 
head-quarters in Rossien, the capital of 
Samogitia, one of the handsomest and most 
fertile provmces in Poland ; the C^oeral of 
Bri^de, Baron Rkard, with a pirt of tlie 
7th dtvis&Hi| to Btacch upon ^ittieiries; 
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the Prussian GcQcral fClciit had been sent 
upon Chawle; and. the Prussian Brigadier 
de Jeannerel, with another Prussian bri- 
gade, upon Tilch, These three Generals 
have arrived at their destinations. Gen. 
Kleist was only able to rtach a single 
Russian Hussar; the enemy having hastily 
evacuated Chawle, after setting the maga- 
zines on fire. — General Ricard arrived 
early in the morning of the 6th at Ponie- 
wicz. He had the good fortune of saving 
the magazines which were in it, and which 
contained. 30,000 quintals of .meal, tie 
took 160 prisoners, among which were 
four officers. This expedition does tJie 

freatest honour to the detachment of the 
russian Death Hussars, who were charged 
with the execution of it. . His Majesty has 
bestowed the Legion of Hoi>our on the 
Commandant of it, to Lieut. De Rieven, to 
Sub-officers Werner and Pommeroit, , and 
Brigadier Grahouski, who in this aflfair 
distinguished themselves.— The inhabitants 
of the Province of Samogitia are distin- 
guished for their patriotism; they were 
free, their country was rich, but their des- 
tinies changed with the fall of Poland. 
The better and finest parts of the country 
were given by Catherine to Soubow : the 
peasants, free as they were, were com- 
pelled to become slaves. The flank move- 
ment made by the army upoa Wilna har- 
tng turned this fine Province, it will be of 
the utmost utility to the army. Two 
thousand horses are on their march to re- 
pair the loss of the artillery. Considerable 
magazines have been preserved. The 
march of the army from Kowno upon Wil- 
na, and from Wilna upon Dunabourg and 
Muisk, has obliged the enemy to abandon 
the Banks of the Niemen, and rendered 
this river free, by which numerous convoys 
arrive at Kowno. — We have at this mo- 
ment more than 160,000 quintals of meal, 
2,000,000 rations of biscuit, 600,000 
quintals of rice, &c. The convoys succeed 
each other with rapidity ; the Niemen is 
covered with boats, — ^The passage of the 
Niemen took place on the 24th, and the 
Emperor entered Wilna on the 28th. The 
ist army of the west, commanded by the 
£mperor Alexander, is composed of ^ 
divisions of infantry, and 4 of cavalry : 
driven from post to post, it now occupies 
^e intrenched camp at Drissa, in which 
tbeiKing.of Naples, with the corps of 
l^ianhal Dukes of Elschingen and Reffgio, 
^veral.di;irisioQ»of the ist .corps, anothe 
cayalji^ coros of Coimis Nansouty and 



miodfid by Prince BftgrttioB, was om the; 
1st of July at Kobr«Q, where it had col* 
lectedr The 9th and 13th divisions, uoder 
General Tormazow, were still further off. 
On the first intelligence of the passage of the 
Niemen, Bagration put himself in motioa 
to march upon , Wilna ; he efifected his 
junction with Platofif*s Cossacks, who were 
opposite Grodno. Arrived upon the top 
of the Ivie, he learned that the road co 
Wilna was shut against him : he discovered 
that the execution of the orders be bad 
received wouU.be ra^, and cause his tbui, 
Soubotnicki, Trbbone, WitchneWy VoId- 
jinck being occupied by General Grouch's, 
General Baron Pagol, and the Prince of 
Eckmuhl's corps ; he therefore retrograded, 
and took the direction of Minsk : but, ar- 
rived mid- way towards that town, he 
learned that the Prince of Eckmuhl had 
entered it; he again retrograded: from 
Newig he marched upon Slousk, and from 
thence upon Bobreusk, from whence he 
will have no other resource than that o( 
crossmg the Borysthenes. Thus the two 
armies are completely divided and sepa- 
rated, there being between them a distance 
of an hundred leagues.^ Prince Eckmuhl 
has seized upon the strong place of Boreson, 
upon the Qeresina : 60,000 lbs* of povrder, 
10 pieces of besieging artillery, and some 
hospitals, have faikn into fai3{>9W«r. Cou- 
siderable magazines were set on fire; a part 
was, however, saved.— -On the 10th, Ge- 
neral Latour Maubourg sent the division of 
light cavalry, commamkd by General Ros- 
meke, advanced towards Mer. It met the 
enemy's rear-guard u a short distance 
from that* town. A very brisH engage- 
ment took place. Notwithstanding the in- 
feriority ot the Polish division in nimEiber, 
it remained master of the field. The Ge- 
neral of Cossacks, Gregoriow, was killed, 
and 1,500 Russians were killed and wound- 
ed. Our loss, ;it the utmost, was not 
more than 500. The Polish light caralry 
fought with the greatest intrepidity, and 
its courage sup'plied the want of mimber. 
The same day we entered Mcr. — On the 
13th the King of Westphalia had hb head- 
quarters at Nisvy. — The Vioeioy has ar- 
rived at Dockchilsoui.-r-The Bavarians, 
commanded by General Count G* St. Cyr, 
were reviewed on the 14th at Wilna, by 
the Emperor. Deroy and Wrede's divi- 
sions were very fine. These troops have 
marched on Slouboku. — ^The Diet at War- 
saw, being constituted into a general Con- 
federation of Poland, has named Prince 
t Adam Czartorinski for its Presideot. This 
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Ferrtri^-J — On tire tSd^ at w% o'doek ia 
the moniuigi Uie VJoeroy larrivcd at Be- 
cheukoviski. At tea he passed the mer,. 
and threw a bridge over the Dwtna« The 
eneiny were iodmed to dispute the passage ; 
but his. artillery was disfBOUDied. Colonel 
LacroiX) Aid-de'cainpef the Viceroy^ had 

hia thigh broken by a ball.- The siaape- 

rot arrived at Bechenkoviski on the 24th, 
ai two o'tlock In the afternoon. The divi- 
sioa of cavalry of General Count Bniyeres, 
abd tlie division of eciiMA tSount St. Ger- 
main, ^m^ sent on 'the rbitte of Witepsk. 
They reposed when they had peribrmed 

half their march. On the 2eth, i\m 

Prince of £ckmuhl advanced upon Mohi- 
low. The garrison, whidi consisted df 
9,000 ttien, fad the teaierity to wish to de- 
iiod it; but they were sabred by tlie light 
cataky. On the 21st, 3,000 Cossacks 
assailed the advanced posts of the Prince of 
Ecknwhl; they were tlie advanced guard 
o£ Princfe Bs^ration, a^-ived from Bo- 
bnmsk. A battalioiiof the 85di arrested 
this doud of lighr cavalry, and drove it 
back to a considerable distance. Bagration 
appears to have availed himsdf of the littk 
activity whh which he was pursued, to ad- 
vance upon Bobrunsk ; and thence he re- 
turned agahst Mohilow. Wc occupy 

MoWnm?^^afOBhS,aiidPolotsl. We 
are mardiiM on Witepsk, where, it ap- 
pears, the Russian army is coocomated. 

r Iftrewith is' a plan of the, intrenched 

camp, aiad of the 4ine8 which the enemy 
had oeastnicted before Drissa* It is a work 
which must have ooist^ much time. 

Ttnlk Bulletin of the Grand. Army, 
mtepsk, July Zl. 

The Emperor of Russia and the Grand 
Duke. Goostantine have quitted the army, 
and repaired to the capital. On the 17th, 
the Russian^anny left the intrenched camp 
of Drissa, and marcbed towards Polotsk 
and Witepsk. The Russiau, army, whidi 
was at Drissa, consiited.of £ve corps- 
*d'annee, each of two divisions, and of 
Imtr^ 4ivls4oDs of cavalrt^ jOne corps 
d'arvee, that of Prince Wfittj^tein, re- 
mined for the purpose of covering St. Pe- 
lersbusg; the four, other corps, having ar- 
rived on die 9idi at Witepsk, crossed to 
the left bnk of the Qwina« The corps of 
Ostermano, with a party of the cavalry of 
the Guardsi put itself ia moMoo at day- 
break of the Mth^ and maidied i^nm Os* 
ttovao; 

JiaUU €f Osintmo. 

Qq the iMi of Ji^, Gainal%NaaBoiity, 



with the divisions Bruyere and St. Germain, 
and the 8th regiment of light infantry, en- 
countered the enemy two leagues in advance 
of Ostrovno. The action commenced. Se<» 
veral charges of cavalry took place ; all of 
them were in favour of the French. Thf 
light cavaliy covered itself with glory. 
The King of Naples mentions the brigade 
Plre, composed of the 8th Hussars, and 
10th Ghasseurs, as having distinguished 
itself. The Russian cavalry, of which a 
part belonged to the .Cuasds; was over^ 
thi-own. The batteries which the eaemv 
evened upon our cavalry were carri^. 
The Russian infantry, who advanced to supf 
port their artillery, were br<^en and i^red 

by our light cavalr}'. On the 36th, the 

Viceroy marching with the division Deicoot 
at the head of the columns, an obstinate 
action of the advanced guard, of from IS 
to 20,000 men, took place a le^e beyond 
Ostrovno. The^Rus&ians were driven from 
their positions one after, another. The 
woods were carried by the bayonet.- — y 
The King of Naples, 9p4 the Viceroy^ 
mention with praise Generals Baron Delzon^ 
Uuard, and Roussel. The 8th light infaa- 
•try, the 84th and 92d regiments of the 
line, and the 1st regiment of Groats, dis^ 

languished ibcmajUvca^ sGeoeraJ.^ Roub* 

sel, a braver Soldier, after being the whole 
day at the head of the battalions, was visitr 
ing the advanced posu at ten at night, whin 
a sentinel took him for an enemy, fired upon 
him, and the ball shattered his sculU H^ 
ought to have died three hours sooner, on 
the fidd of battle, by the hands ojf the 

enemy. On the 27th, at day-break, the 

Viceroy made the division Broussier fik off 
in advance. The 18th regiment of li^ 
infantry, and the brigade ^ light eavatry, 
of the Baron de Pire, wheeled to the right. 
The division Broussier marched by the great 
road, and repaired a small bridge which 
the enemy had destroyed. At day*breatcy 
the enemy's rear-guard, consisting of 10,000 
cavalry, was perceived drawn up m eciul" 
Ion on the plain v their right resting on the 
D wi^a, and their left on a Wood Uned widi 
infantry and artillery. General Couyt 
Broussiqr topk poft on an eminence widr 
the 63d regiment, ^waiting till the whole of 
his division had passed the defile. Two 
companies of Voltigeurs had marf;$ed ia 
advance, alone ; they skirted the bank of 
the xiver, advancing towards that enortgffta 
mass of cavalry, which made a Ibnmd 
movement^ and surrouiyled these two hm- 
dred-men, who wore tboiiibt to b^ iw^f 
and who ought to have been so. It haP' 
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pened otherwise. They concentrated them- 
selves with the greatest coolness, and re- 
mamed during a whole hour hemmed in on 
all sides ; having fyrought down more than 
SOO • horsemen of the enemy, these two 
companies gave the French cavalry time to 

deb^ucht, The division Delzon defiled 

on the right. The King of Naples directed 
the wood and the etiemy's batteries to be 
attacked. In less than an hour all the po- 
sitions of the enemy were carried ; and he 
was drivtxi «crd9S the plain beyond a sn^ali 
river which eiiters the Dwina below 
Witepsk. The army took a position on the 
banks of this river, at the distance of a 
league from tlic to\vn. The enemy dis- 
played in the plain 15,000 cavalry and 
60,000 infantry. A battle was expected 
next day. • The Russians boasted that they 
wished to give battle. The Emperor spent 
the remaiiider of the night in reconnoitring 
<he held, and in making his dispositions for 
next day; but at day-break the Russian 
army- was retreating in all directions to- 
wards SmOlenski-^ — The Emperor was on 
an height very near the 200 Voltigeurs, 
who alone on the plain had attacked the 
right of the enemy's cavalry. Struck by 
their fine conduct, he sent to inquire what 
corps they belonged to. They answered, 
** Jo the gik ; and Ihrte-fourlks of us are 
lads of Paris:* " TelHhem," said the 
Emperor, "that they are brave fellows: 

j|hey all deserve the cross I" The fruits 

of the thre^ actions of Ostrovno are 10 
pieces of cannon of Russian manufacture 
taken, the cannoniers sabred : 20 caissons 
of ammunition ; 1 ,500 prisoners ; 5 or 
4,000 Russians killed or wounded. Our 
loss amounts to 200 killed, 900 wounded, 

•and about 60 prisoners. The King of 

Naples bestows particular praise on Gene- 
rals Bruyere, Pire, and Omano, and on 
Colonel Rad2ivil, commandant of the 9th 
Polish lancers, an officer of singular intre- 
pidity. Tbe red Hussars of the Russian 

l^ard-have been cut up. They lost 400 
men^ niKiy of whom are prisoners. The 
Russians* bad' three Generals killed or 
wounded. A considerable number of Co- 
lonels and superior officers of their army 
remained on the field of battle.— -^On the 
•28th, at day-break, we entered Witepsk, a 
-town of 30,000 inhabitants^ It has 20 
convents. We have found in it some ma- 
gietnes, particularly one of salt, valued at 

16,000,000. While the army was 

marching on Witepsk, the Prince of Eck- 

Auhl was attacked at Mohilow. Bagra- 

tion passed the Berezina- at Bi^bruaski^ and 



marched upon Novei-bidkow; At day- 
break on the 23d, 3,000 Cossacks attacked 
the 3d regiment of chas«eafs, and took lOQ 
of them, among whom were the CotoDel 
and four officers, all Wounded. The z^fu^ 
rale was be<it ; an action commenced. Tiie 
Russian General Sieverse, with two select 
divisions, began the attack. From eight in 
the morning till hv^ in the afternoon the 
firing was kept up on a strip of wood} and 
at a bridge which the Russians wished to 
force. At fiiV, the , Prince of fckmubl* 
caused tbree chosen battalions to*^* advance,' 
put himself at their head, overthrew tbe 
Russians, carried their positions, and psp- 
sued them. for a league. The loss of the 
Russians is estimated at 3,000 killed and 
wounded, and 1,100 prisoners. We lost 
700 killed and wounded. Bagration re- 
pulsed, retired upon Bickow, where he 
passed the Borysthenes, to advance towards 

Smolensk. The battles of Mohilow and 

Ostrovno have been. brilliant and honour- 
able to our ai'my. We never have had en- 
gaged more than tlie half of the force whicb^ 
the enemy pres^ted, the ground not being 
suitable for greater developements. 

Eleventh Bullelin of the Grand Army, 
Witepsk^ Aug^A^ 

Intercepted letters from the camp of Ba- 
gration speak of the losses sustained bv his 
corps in the battle of Mohilow, and of the 
number of desertions from which it has. suf- 
fered on the route. Every Pole has re- 
mained in his country, so that this corps, 
which, including the Cossacks, of Platow, 
amoimted to 60,000 men, is now redilced 
to less than 30,000. It will join the grand 
army on the 7th or 8th of August, atSino* 

lensk. ^The following is the position od* 

cupied by the army on the 4th of August: 

Head-quarters at Witepsk, with four 

bridges on the Dwina. The -4th corps 

at Samai, occupying Veluj, Porietcbe, and 

Ousirath.- The King of Naples at Roo^ 

denn, with the three first corps ol cavalry. 
^The first corps, commanded by Mar- 
shal the Prince of Eekmuhl, is at the moutk 
of the Beresina, on the Borysthenes, with 
two bridges over the last-mentioned rivvr, 
and one bridge upon the Beresini, vnth 

double teles'de^pont* The third corpSf 

commanded by Marshal tlie Duke of £1* 

chingeu, is at Liocna. The eighth-Cofp^ 

commanded by the Duke of Abrantes, is at 
Orcha, with two bridges and teUs-di- 

ponl upon the Borvsthenes. The 5tli 

corps, coauaanded Dyptiac&Ponhtowski^ 
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Prince, a^ 80 years, has for 50 years 
been Marshal of the Diet of Poland. The 
first act of the Diet was to declare the 
kingdom of Poland re- established. A de- 
pucatiou from the confederation was pre- 
sented to His Majesty at Wilna, and sub- 
mitted to his approbation and protection 
the Act of Confederation. — To the Act of 
Confederation, His Majesty replied as 
follows : — Gentlenien Deputies of the Con- 
federation of Poland, — 1 have heard with 
interest wha you have related to me. — 
PoJes! I would have thought and acted 
like yonr. like you I would have voted in 
the Assembly at Warsaw. Love of the 
country is the first duty of civiloed man. — 
In my situation I have many interests to 
conciliate, and many duties to perform. 
Had 1 reisned durmg the 1st, 2d, or 3d 
partition of Poland, 1. would have armed 
all my people to support you. Immedi- 
ately that victory enabled me to restore 
your ancient laws to your Capital, and a 
part of your Provinces, I did it without 
prolonging a war which would have con- 
tinued to spill the blood ef my subjects. — 
I love your nation. For sixteen years I 
have seen your soldiers by my side, in the 
fields of Italy, as well as those of Spain.*— 
I applaud all you have done ; I authorize 
the eflbrts you wish to make: I will do 
every tbingrnhat depends on me t« seeead 
your resolutions. — If your efforts are una- 
nimous, you may conceive the hope of re- 
ducing your enemies to acknowledge your 
rights; but in these countries, so distant 
and extensive, it is entirely upon the una- 
nimity of the efibrts«f the population which 
covers them, that you must found your 
hopes of success. — I have held to you the 
same language since my first appearance in 
Poland: I must add here, that I have 
.guaranteed to the Emperor of Austria the 
Integrity of his dominions ; and that I can- 
not sanction any manoeuvre, or any move- 
ment, which may tend to trouble the 
peaceable possession of what remains to 
him of the Polish Provinces. Let Lithua- 
nia, Samogitia, Wetespsk, Polosk, Mo- 
hilow, Vjhynia, the Ukraine, Podolia, 
be animated with the same spirit which I 
have seen in Creat Poland, and Providence 
will crown with success your holy cause : 
He will recompense that devotion to 
your country which has rendered you 
'so interesting aVid acquired you so many 
claims to my esteem and protection, upon 
which you may depend under every cir- 
ciumtaace. 



£ighih Btdklin of the Grand Jrmjf^ 
Gloubokoi^ July 22. 

The corps of Prince Bagration is com- 
posed of four divisions of infantry, from 22 
to 24,000 tn^ strong, of Platow's Cossacks, 
forming 6,000 horse, and from 4 to 6,000 
cavalry. Two divisions of his corps (the 
9th and 1 5th) wished to rejoin him by. 
Pinsk ; they were intercepted, and obliged 

to return by Wolhynie.^ On the 14th 

General Latour Maubourg, who follows the 
rear-guard of Bagration, was at Romanoff. 
On the 16th Prince Poritawowski had his 

head-quarters there. -In the affair of the 

lOih, which took place at Romanoff, the 
General Rozniecki, commanding the light 
cavalry of the four cavalry corps, has lost 
600 men killed, wounded, or made prison- 
ers. We have no superior ofiRcer to legret. 
General Rozeniecki states, that the bodies 
of Count Pahlen, General of Division, and 
the Russian Colonels Adrenow and Jeso- 
wayski have been recognized on the field of 

battle. Ihe Prince of Schwaruenberg 

had his head-quarters on the 13th at Pra- 
zana. On the 11th and 12th he occupied 
the important position of Cinsk, with a de- 
tachment which took some men, and consi* 
derable magazines. , Twelve A ustrian hus- 
sars charged forty-six Cossacks, pursued 
them during several leagues, and took six 
of them. The Prince of ^hwartzenberg 
marches on Minsk.-~(Jenerai Regmer 
returned on the 19th to Slonim. to guaran- 
tee the Duchy of Warsaw from an incursion} 
and to observe the two divisions of the army 

which had re-entered Wolhynia. On 

the i2th, General Baron Pajol, who was at 
Ighouman, sent Captain Vandois, with 50 
cavalry, to Khaloui. This detachment took 
there a park of 200 carriages, belonging to 
Bagration's corps, and made prisoners six 
officers, 200 cannoniers, 300 men attached 
to the train, and 800 fine artillery horses. 
Captain Vandois, finding himself fifteen 
leagues distant from the army, did not 
think it practicable to carry off this convoy, 
and burnt it. He has brought with him 
the horses^ and the prisoners^ — r— On the 
15th the Prince of Ecknuhl was at Igbon- 
men. Gen. Pajol was at Jachitsie, having 
posts on Swisloch. Bagration leaving this, 
renounced the idea of marching toBobnmsk, 
and proceeded 15 leagues lower down on the 

side of Mozier. On the 17th the Prince 

of Eckmuhl was at Golognino. On the 

15th General Grouchy was at Borisons. A 
party, whic)i he sent to Star-Lepel, took 
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considerable magazines and two companies 

of miners, eightofficers, and 200 men.^ 

On the 18th this General was at Kokanow. 
-^ — On the same day, at two in the morn- 
ing, Gen. Baron Colbert entered Orcha, 
where he took possession of imm«ise maga- 
wnes of flour, oats, and clothing. He af- 
terwards passed the Boristhenes, and pro- 
ceeded in pursuit of a convoy of artillery. 

-i Smolensk is in alarm. Every thing is 

removing to Moscow. An officer, sent by 
the Emperor to cause the evacuation of the 
magazinet of Or«h1i, \^as quite astonished 
to find thfc place in the possession of the 
French. This officer was taken, with his 

dispatches. While Bagration was brisk^ 

ly pursued in his retreat, anticipated in his 
projects, separated and removed from the 
main army, that army, commanded by the 
Emperor Alexander, retreited on the Dwina. 
On the 14th, General Sebasriani, following 
the rear-guard, cut down 500 Cossacks, 

and arrived at Dronia. On the 15th, 

the Duke of Reggio advanced upon Duna- 
berg, burnt the fine barracks which the 
^emy had constructed there, took a plan of 
the works, burnt some magazines, and took 
150 prisoners. After this diversion on the 

right, he marched on Dronia.- On the 

15th the enemy, who was concentrated in 
his entrertched camp of Dnssa^ <o the niun • 
ber of from 100 to 120,000 men, beine in- 
formed that our light cavalry did not keep 
a strict watch, threw over a bridge, sent 
Across 5,000 infantry and 5,000 cavalry, 
attacked General Sebastiani unexpectedly, 
dh>ve him back one league, and caused hpm 
a loss of 100 killed, wounded, and prison- 
ers, among whom were a Captain and a 
$ub-Lieuienant of the 1 1th Chasseurjr 
The General of Brigade, Saint Genicr, who 
was mortally wounded, remained in the 

power of the enemy. On the I6th,-rhe 

Marshal Duke of Treviso, with a part of the 
foot guards, and the horse guards, and the 
light Bavarian cavalry, arrived at Glubo- 
koe. The Viceroy arrived at Dockeehistie 
onthel7th. On the 18th, the Emperor 
removed his h^d-quarters to Gleubokoe. 
On the 90th} tb^ Marshals Duke of Istria 
and Trcviso wereat Oncbatsch, the Viceroy 
atKamen, and the King of Naples at Disna, 
• On the I8ih, the Russian army eva- 
cuated the entrenched camp of Drissa, de- 
fended by twelve palisadoed redoubts, 
united by a covered way, and extending 
5, OOP toiscs on the river. These works 
cosC a year of labour. We have levelled 

ihem. The immense magazines they 

contained were either burnt or thrown into 



the waeer.-^- — Oh the lOth, the Emperor 
Alexander was at Wilesf*. On the sittie 
day Gen. Grnmt Nansouty was opposite 1^ 
lotsk.*-^On the 30th, the King of Napitt 
passed the Dwina, and covered the ri^ 

bank of the river with his cavalry. SUl 

the preparations the enemy had' made K» 
defend the passage of the Dwina haire bote 
useless* The magazines he has been fiMw-* 
ing, at a great expense, for these three years 
past, have been entirely destroyed. Tlie 
same has happened to his Works, Whldi, 
according to th^ ijepoi^of the people eftbe 
country^ have oasi the Russians iAime year 
. not less than 6,000 men. One can hardly 
guess on what ground they flattered them- 
selvei that they would be attacked b the 

Vncampments they had intrenched. Ger 

neral Count Grouchy has reconnoitred Ba^ 
binowitch and Stenno^ On all sides we 
are marching upon the Giila. This river 
is joined by a canal to the Beresina, whieh 
runs into the Borysthenes. - Thus we art 
masters of the communication f rom tfai 
Baltic to the Black Sea. — ^In his pioTe* 
ments the enemy has beeb obliged to de- 
stroy b's baggage, and to throw his artillery 
and arms into the river^ AH the Poles of 
his army avail themselves of his precipittrtft 
retreat fo desert, and wait in tbeffood^ eifl 
the arrival of tte Frehch.-^-^TteLnumbeir 
ofihe Foies who have desofl^icW^ RunlaA 
army may be calculated to amount at least 

to 20,000 men. Marshal Duke of Bd- 

luno, with the 9th corps^; is advan^i^ngnpoii 

the Vistula. Marshal Duke of Casi^* 

Hone has set out for Berlm, to tadee the 
command of the 11th corps. The conn- 
try between the Oula and the Dwina & 
very beautiful, and m the high^t state of 
cultivation. We often meet with beatitifiil 
country seats and extensive convents, tn 
the town of Gleubokoe alone there are tivo 
convents^ which m^ay contain each 1,200 
sick. 

Ainth BMelin of the Grand Arms. 
Mtchenkcviski^ July 25. 

The Empero^^i taking the^raad of Ooi- 
chatz, establj^ed, on the 23dy his head* 
quarters at kamen. The Viceroy occupiidi 
on the 22d, with his advanced guard, the 
bridge of Botscheiskovo. A ricMHohftam 
of 200 horse, detached oh Becheidayviskt, 
fell in with two squadrons of Russian hoS- 
sars, and two of GossackS| char^ dleflk, 
and took or killed a dozei^ meUf of whom 
one was an o£Ecer. The Ghef d^Eacadctfi 
praises the co^dua ot CaptaiM Roni and 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



3Sl] 



SEPTEMBEBT IrtT, itit.-^^^ad Paperi. 



[382 



IS at MohiloWy with two bridges^ an^ (eies- 
dt'poni upon tlie Borysthenes. 'The second 
corps* commanded by Marshal the Duke of 
R^ggio, is upon the Dris^a, advanced be- 
fore Polotsk, upon the road to Sabei. 



The Prince de Schwartzenbierg is with his 

corps at Slonim. -The seventh corps is 

upon Rozana. The fourth corps of ca- 
valry, with a division of infantry, com- 
manded by General Count Mauberg, is be- 
fore Brobunsk and Mozier. The tenth 

corps, commanded by the Quke of Taren- 

tum, i^ before Dunaberg and Riga. 

The ninth corps, commanded by the Duke 
of BcIJuno, is assembled at Tilsit. — —The 
eleventh corps, commanded by the Duke of 

iCsLstiglione, is at Stettin. His Majesty 

had sent the army into quarters of refresh- 
inent. The heat is excessively greater than 
what it is in Italy. The thermometer is at 
36 and 27 degrees. The nights even are 

warm. General Skamenskoi, with two 

divisions of the corps of Bagration, having 
been cut off from that corps,, and not being 
abl^to rejoin it, has entered Wolynhia, ef- 
fected a junction with the division of rer 
emits commanded by General Tormazow*, 
and marched upon the 7th corps. He sur- 
prised and cut off the Saxon Brigadier-Ge- 
neral Klengel, who had under his command 
^n advanced guai^ of two battalions, and 
two squadrons of Prince Clement's regi- 
ment. After a resistance of six hours' 

duration, the greater part of this advanced 
guard were killed or taken. General Count 
Hegnier could not come up to their assist- 
ance sooner than two hours after tlie affair 
was over. Prince Schwa rtzenberg marched 
on the 30ihof July to join General Regnier, 
and push th^ war with spirit against the 

enemy's divisions. On the 19th, the 

Prussian General Grawert attacked the 
Russians at £ckau» in Courland, overthrew 
them, took ilOO prisoners, and killed a con- 
siderable number. General Grawert much 
commends Major Stiern, who, at the head 
of the 1st regiment of Prussian Dragoons, 
took a prominent part in the affair. When 
General Grawert had effected ,a junction 
with General Kleist, he drove ttie enemy 
i»ftforc him on the road to Riga, and invest- 
ed the teU'de-pont, Qn the 30th, the 

Viceroy sent to Welij a brigade of Italian 
J^t cavalry; two hundred men charged 
four battalions of the depot, who were on 
their route to Twor, broke them, look 400 
prisoners, and 100 waggons loaded with I 



military stores.. On the SOih,' the Aid- 
de-camp Traire, who had been sent for- 
ward with tjxe Queen's regiment of Dra- 
goons of the Royal Italian Guard, arrived 
at.Ousyrath, took a Captain and 40 men 
prisoners, and possessed themselves of 200. 

carriages loaded with flour. On the 

30th, Marshal the Duke of Reggio marched 
from Polotsk upon Sebei. He met General 
Wittgenstein, whose corps had been rein- 
forced by that of Prince Repnin. An en* 
gs^gement took place near the Castle of Ja-* 
coubovo. The 26th regiment of light in* 

fantry obtained much glory. The divi-. 

siou Legrand gloriously bore up against the^ 
fire of the entire of the enemy's corps.' 
On the 31st, the enemy marched upon 



the Drissa, in order to attack the Duke o£ 
Reggio upon his flank as he marched. The* 
Marshal took up a position with the Drissa" 

in his front. On the 1st of August th^ 

enemy were foolish enough to cross the. 
Drissa, and to present themselves in battle» 
array in front of the 2d corps. The Duke 
of Reggio allowed half their coqw to cross j 
and as soon as he perceived about fifteen 
thousand men and fourteen pieces of cannon 
over, he unmasked a battery of forty pieces 
of cannon, which played upon them with 
grape shot [or nearly an hour. - At the 
same time the divisions Legrand and Ver-; 
dier made a running charge with the bayo^ 
net, and drove the 15,000 Russians intc» 
the river. All their artillery and military 
chests taken, 300 prisoners, among whom 
were several oflGicers, and one of General 
Wittgenstein, together with 3,600 men 
killed or wounded, are the result of this 

affair. The affair of Drissa, those of 

Ostrovno and Mohiiow, might have beea 
in other wars called three battles. Th^ 
Duke of Reggio pjaises much General Count 
Legrand, who is remarkably cool in the 

field. He also highly applauds the coa<- 

duct of the 26th light infantry, and the 68th 

of the line. The Emperor of Russia has 

ordered levies of men in the two Govern- 
ments of Witepsk and Mohiiow.) huti^forc 
his Ukases could reach tho^ phivinces, wt 
were masters of them. These measures 
con^uently have produced nothing.-r — '" 
We have found at Witepsk proclaiMiionfl 
issued by Prince Alexander of Wirtembulg, 
and we have learned that the people of 
Russia are amusing themselves, singing Ti 
Deum on account of the victories obtained 
by the Russians. 
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Iir order tlwt my coontiyinea and that ihe 
world nty not be decietved, doped, and c heated 

rD mil laljeeL I, WILLIAM OOBBETT. 
Botl^. in HtmpAstBf not upon record 
the fiiOowiDg hctBi to wit: Tint, ou the iMtli 
Jnne, X809, the following article was pnb- 
liflhea in a London uewa-paper, called the 

CooB««ik: ^'''ne Mvtioy amongst the LO- 

« CAL MljLtn*, ^^mtk knkm ant at Eif, Mfs 
**fmimmifil^ . sappre^d on Wednesday hv the 
<< arriTal oF four sooadrons of the GERMAN 
^ LBGIOK CAVALRY from Bury, under the 
^ command of G«seral Andiland. Five of the 
'^ liagleaden were tried by a Court-Martial, and 
<< sfatoKid Is re(c<etf 500 UiAeB mek, part of which 
** punishment they r^ei? ed on Wednesday, and 
^ a part was remitted, A Mojtpagefw their hutp- 
^' MKla was the ground of the complaint that es- 
^ eiiod Hbs mutiaMiS spnrit, which occasioned 
*^ the meq to surround their officers, and demand 
^'what i\m deemed their arrears. The first 
** division of the German Legion halted yesterday I 

** at Newmarket on their retnm to Bury." 

That, on Ihe isft July, 1809, I published, lb the 
Bolitical Register, ail article ceuonrii^ in the 
strongest terms, these proceedings; that, for so 
doing, the Attorney Oencralprosecuted, as sedi* 
tious Itbi^rs, and by Ex-Officio Information, 
ne, and alio my printer, my publisher, and one 
of the principal retailers of the Political Register} 
that I was brought to trial on the 15th Jane, 
1610, and was, by a SpecUl Jury; that is to say, 
by It men ont of 46 appointed by the Master of 
tlw Orowtt Office, found fuilty; that, on the 
SOtfa of the same month, I was oooipeUed to give 
bail for my appearance to receive judgment; 
and that^ as I came up from Botley (to which 
ptece I had returned to my family and nrv £un 
on Ika ereniDg of the 15thX a Tipstaff went 
4|own j|%m London in order to seise me, per- 
somdly ; that, on the 9th of July, 1810, I, toge- 
ther vnth mv primer, publisher, and the news- 
mi^ were bitmght Into the Court of King's 
Banoii to reeeive jodcment^ that the three 
ftnaer were sentenceo to be imprisoned for 
aome hionths in the King's Bench prison; that^I 
was sentenced to be imprisoned for two years-m 
WRBWitte, the great receptacle for malefkctors, 
sMdlie front or which is the seeae of numerous 
bangingi in the course of every year; that the 
part orthe prison in which I was sentenced to be 
condned Is sometimes inhabited by felons, that 
felons were actually in ft at the time I entered 
its thlit one man was taken out of it to Im$ trans- 
ported in abent 48 beofa after I was imt.mto the 
aafl»e ysrd withlilm ; and tMt it is the|»lace of 
^confinement te men guilty of unnatural crimes, 
nf wMm there are four hi it at thb time ; that, 
bmHra this imprisonment, I was sentenced to 
|MrathonsaiidDomulsTOTH£KINa and to 
^ve securitjr ror my good behaviour for seven 
yearSi myseUrin the sum of S,00o pounds, and 



two sureties in the som of 1,000 poonds«»K«ij 
that the whole of this sentence has been ezecntea 



upon me, that I have been imprisoned the two 
years, have paid the tboaumd pounds TO THB^ 
KfNG, and have given tiie bail, Timothy ] 
and Peter Walker, E^rs. being asy sui 
.that the Attorney General was Sir VicarvCMMoy 
the Judge who ast at the trial Lord EllaolMro«gb^ 
the four Judges wfao-satAt passing sentence Btton- 
borougb, Ocose, Le Alanc, >and BaiieV^ aiA liMl 
the jurors were, Thomas Rhodes of mmpateot 
Road, John Davis of Southampton iHace, James 
Ellis of Tottenham Court Road, John Richaids 
of Baysvrater, Thomas MarAam of Baker Slree^ 
Robert Heathcote of High Street Marylebnne, 
John Maud of York Pbure Maryleboncy Gnorpo 
Bagster of Church Terrace Pancras, Thonwi 
Taylor of Red Lion Square, David Deane of SC 
John Street^ William Pahner of Upper Street 
Islington, Henry Favre of Pall Mali; that te 
Prime Ministers during the time were S p esi c et 
Perceval, until he was snot bv John BeHJugbans, 
and after that Robert B* Jeiduiison, Eariof LU 
verpool; that the prose^on and sentence took 
place in the reign of &ia| George the Third, smi 
that, he havfog become maane during my inpii* 
sonuient, the 1,000 pounds was pain to Ids aon, 
the Prince Regent, in hiab^lf; that, during mj 
imprisonment, I wrote and publidied 364 Eaaay* 
and Letters upon poiillealsultiects; ttnt, darinf 
the same time, I wa# visited by persons linOi iff 
cities and towns^ many of (hem asn soi^ of depo. 
ikes from Societies orChibs ; that, at the expira^ 
Amu of my imprisonment, on the 0th of July, 181% 
a great dinner was given in London for the nn^> 
pose of receiving me, at which dmner upwnnb of 
600 persons were present, and at whidi Sjk 
Francis Burdett presided ; >that dinners and otksr 
parties were held on the same occasion in many 
other places in Englandt ^N^ on my way hoaie, 
I was received at AIIOMt the^rst town in Hmdp- 
shire, with the ringuig of the Church bells; thiat 
a respectsble company met me and gave me a 
dinner at Winchester; tbat I was drawn firom 
more than the distance of a mile into Botley lijr 
the people ; that^ npon my arrival in the vBkge, 
1 found all the people assembled to receavojpa; 
that I cooclnde<^ the day by cxplaininr to them 
the- cause of my imprisonment, and oy'giviig 
th^ dear notions respectina the flogging oFtba 
Local Militia-men at.Bly, and respectna the em^ 
ployment of Qerumvk Troops ; and, finally, udnah 
IS more than a compensation for mT losses and. aB 
my sufferings, I am in perfect health and strength, 
and, thouA I mnstr w the sake^ six chSdraiy 
feeL thediminuliion that has be<di maddin my 
property (tanking it right in mo to decSae tbn 
offer of a sibscriptioii), I liave the consolation to 
see gtowingnp three sons, upon whose heistSi t 
trust, all tbese £icts will be engrav 
Wif.C 
Bstfiy, Jfciy i^ 181J. 
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^ lioiplore your Roy«lHigha«8B to resist the advice of those, 1^ woaM IhiDtMkeyoii be* 



^ liefo, that we ought to ioHst upon these hapressmentt. limf lore irour Boy^l Highness to reflect 
'it nuiv xnae from this caese ; and to be pl«i>s^ to bfiur in mind, that^ 



^ on the maoifoM miserieii that 1 



^ to yield heretfler, to yield opdn force or menace,' will tie ^^agraee; whereas, to yield nowy would 
^ MSttcata M soathnent of jiuHee*^ Vc/l, Kegistbh, 20th Jime, 1812. Vol. %%l. p. 789. 
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TO tHE . ... 

PRINOC REGENT, 

0|i THK DlS^UTt WITH AM£RI€A« . 

tjktttix. 

Sir, - . 

\yhen I closed the eighth Letter. (o your 
Royal i^ighness upon this Subject; k was 
my inteintion to fbroear any further reittdn- 
strance with you thereon, and (0 leave iinu 
to be the teacher. But, the intelligence, 
arrived from Americt since the date of that 
Letter, has made me depart from that in- 
tention, and has induced me to make 9ne 
mere eflS>rt to convince you, that, without 
fii^r meastnres fai tha way of coociJiation, 
peace with America H hm likely to l>% re^ 
stored. 

The very day on which my last LeRer 
Was printing' (Friday last), was marked by 
the prodtuigatioii of tidings frdm America, 
that the Gongriess had revoked the declara- 
Hon of war J and that the American Gene- 
ral in Canada, had entered into an Armistice 
for 30 days ; iand that both these had taken 
place in consequence of thd revocation of 
our Orders in Council. A few hours were 
sufficient to dissipate these falsehoods, fa- 
bricated, no doubt, for the purpose of de- 
ceiving the people of this ^* most thinking" 
country. The deception would last, in all 
human probability, for only a few days; 
but, at the end oi those days, a new false- 
hood would be invented, and the old one 
lost in that. THis falsehood, boijirever; does 
not appear to have lived even iS hours ; 
for, utevery next day after its promulga- 
tifxi brought fortJi the contradiction; 
brought forth the complete proof of a fabri- 
cation. Surely, Sir. the people of America 
must despbe us ! They must despise, or, 
at least, pity, a nation who are made the 
^ort of sCich vile literary impostors ; base 
hirelings, who proktituta the press (o all the 
{mrposes hostile lo truth and freedom. 
The authentic ihtelljgeucc received from 
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America appears to be, ii^ iubstaince, tbis .\ 
that the American Government has received 
intelligence of the repeal of our Orders in 
Council, but| that it is by no means satis^ 
fied therewith, and means to demand a re«' . 
dress of all |ts alleged grievances, before it 
lays down its arms. In couhrmation of 
this^ the following paragrapji has been 
quoted froqa a paperdeemed the demi-offi- 
cial paper of the American Government : . 

" The Orders in Council of the Britisli 

" Government are now no tonger a qtu^stion^ 
^' with ttie United States. The question of 
** peace now requires only a proper and a 
« vigorous use of the ample means which. 
" the Government is possessed of, to render 
<^ it speedy, decisive, and glorious. Peatec,' 
^^ w^en it Comes, must bring wUh it imors 
*^ than the confession of British outr^ by 
♦* the retraction of its avowed tyranny. It 
< Ms not a mere ussaticn io do wrong that 
<< can now product a peace; wrongs done: 
<Vniust be redressed; and 2guaraniee musi 
" be given in the face of the worlds for the 
<^ restoration of our enslaved citizens, andi 
<< the respect due to our flag, which, like 
'< the soil we inherit, must in future secure 
<^ all that sails imder it. The rights of 
^'neutrals must be recognized; and th» 
^* British, like the first tyrants of the Swis»y 
<< must no^ longer expect a free people to 
« bow down, and worship the symbols of 
" British usurpation." 

Did I not tell you so, Sir, in my very last 
Letter? Did I not say, that America 
would now demand ^^ indemnUi^ for the 
*^ past mi security for fhejkiuref^ t 
wished to guard your Royal Higlmesa 
against decepiion, and I, for that purpose^ 
.entered into an argument to show, that we 
ought not to expect America to make peace 
with Us upon our having barely ceased to 
commit vihiLt she asserted to be a violation 
of her rights. I told your Royal HigUnessi 
that she, for more t|ian one reason, must 
demand something more than a more cessa-^ 
tion to do what she declared to be a wrong. 
N 
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In short, if I had keen informed, whoi I 
wrote my last Letter, of what I now know^ 
I could not have written otherwise than I 
tlien did. 

I, therefore, have, I think, some claim to 
attention from your Royal Highness, espe- 
dally as I have all along told you, that the 
cepeal of our Orders would not, alone^ be 
sufficient. When the repeal took place, 
npon the death of Perceval, and when Mr. 
Ponsonbyand Mr. Brougham were reported 
to be making pledges to support a war 
against America, if that repeal did not sa- 
tisfy her ; at thai time ; at that important 
moment, when conciliation might have 
been rendered complete ; even then, with- 
<lut a moment's delay, I told your Royal 
Highness, that the repeal of the Orders 
would not, of itself, be enough, and, as 
wiH be seen by the passage taken for my 
Motto, I most earnestly besought you to 
put a stop, of your own accord, to the im- 
pressment of persons on board of American 
ships. If this had i>een done. Sir ; if this 
iheasure, so strongly recommended by me, 
iiad been adopted M«n, we should now 
have seen our ports crowded with American 
ships to take away our manufactured, in- 
stead of hearing of hundreds of American 
ptivateers cruizing against our commerce. 

The Courier aud Times news-p^rs, 
two of the O^ost corrupt iii England, make 
certain remarks upon the paragraph which 
I have quoted from the American demi-of- 
ficial print ; and*, as these remarks embrace 
assertions and notions tha( are false, it is 
necessary, or, at least, it may -be useful, 
to put the matters of which they treat in a 
fair light. 

The GouRiEK has this paragraph: 



'* Here, then, is an open avowal, that no 
•* ihmg will satbfy the American Govern 
*' ment but the abandonrfunt of the right of 
^^ starchy and the acknowledgment of the 
*< principle, that free ships make, free 
** goods. Ferisk the idea of peace ^ if it is 
*' only to be mfide on such terms. Yet this 
*^ the American Goirernment calls ^' an 
*^ '^ anxious desire to accommod<ite all dif- 
i( <( ferences upon the most reasonable con- 
••"ditionsl!!" 

The TiKfts says: — " In this' philippic, 
** redress is not only claimed for the sup- 
•* posed wrongs inflicted by this country, 
** but it is declared, that the «* American 
«* *' flag must in future secure all that sails 
«* " under it," This is adopt ing, in its 
<' fullest extent, the language of Buonaparte, 
*• that " free ships make free goods. If 
'^ that principle be maintained by the Ame- 



*^ rican Government, and supported by thm 
" American Legislature, we see not the 
'^ slightest prospect of a speedy teraunatioo 
<* of hostilities." 

Thus, then, these good hirelings are for 
war,* rather than give up what tbey call the 
" tight of search." They arc hardly so 
stupid as not to know, that the Americans 
do not contend for our abandonment of ihm' 
rtght ofsearchy in the usual sense of those 
words ; they must know, that, as for as to 
search ships at sea (or rather to visit them) 
harbeen sanctioned bythe usage of nations^ 
the Americans are ready to submit to it ; 
but. Sir, this right of search is very dif- 
ferent inde^ from that of which these good 
hired writers are speaking. 

There is a right of search, or of visit, ac- 
knowledged by all the nations of Europe. 
When a nation is at war, she claims the 
right of visiting all neutral merchant slups 
at sea, in order to see that they do not as- 
sist her enemy by carrying warlike starts 
or troops for him ; and, if she find them 
thus taking part with her enemy ; if she 
find them thus transgressing the general 
usage of nations, she seizes them, as, in- 
deed, she has just cause for doing,' seeing 
that they are, in fa^t, engaged in the war 
against her. And, the right of visiting 
them, to see whether they be thus trans- 
gressing, has been, by us, called the ri^i 
of search. We have contended for, and 
have, for some time past, been able to 
maintain, an extension of this right to the 
goods of an enemy found in a neutral ship ; 
though it is to be observed, that our alfy^ 
Russia, and our ally, Sweden, as vrell as 
Denmark, and Holland, in all times, have 
contended against this right, fiut, what 
have these to do with the searchiiur of 
which the Americans complain? Tbey 
complain, not that we seize contrabaiKl of 
war on board their vessels ; not that we 
confiscate ships or cargoes where there are 
enemy's troops or enemy's goods ; but, (hat 
we stop their vessels upon the high seas, 
and that there we TAKE OUT OF THEM 
WHATEVER PERSONS WE PLEASE. 
This is what they coiUplain of; and, the 
fact is perfectly notorious, that we have, in 
this' way, taken many thousands of perabof 
out of American ships, carrying on tEeic 
trade quietly from one part of the world 
to another* It is notorious, that many of 
the persons thus seized were citizens and 
natives of America ; that they haVe heen 
taken on board of our ships of war; that 
they have been kept there for yeiurs ; that 
they have been taken to all parts of the 
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WG^ld ; that many of them have been 
woundedy many have lost their Hmbs, and 
many Vi\\e6^ in a service which they ab- 
horred, being compelled to fight agaihst 
those with whom they had na qu^el. 

Tliere is no man of any consideration, 
who will attempt to say, that this is right. 
It must of necessity have created deep-root- ' 
ed ill-will against us in Ainerica^ where 
the sea- faring people are not a class of indi- 
viduals who have neither house nor home, 
and whose state is desp>era[t^. A vesSel, in 
Amcrioa,- ja often manned by people all 
living in the same village ; and, the im- 
pressment, the banishment, the destruction 
of. ooe, must be felt by the whole, and by 
the whole of the aeighbourhood also. 
Henjce the hearr* burnings in America 
against England. The confiscation of ships 
and cargoes, under the Orders in Council, 
together with the dreadfiil distress to the 
Captains and crews, produced great effect 
agaihst us; but, great as it was, it fell 
short of the effect produced by the impress- 
ment of Am^ican seamen. 

It has been said, that, if we give Up the 
exercise of this power of impressment, our 
sailors will desert to the American ships. 
But, suppose the fact be so : What is 
thai to America ? It is not her fault. She 
doesoiot force themt out of our service: 
She does not compel them to desert. If 
they really do like her service better than 
ours, . she cannot help that. We may as 
well complain of her for having such a 
country as our artisans and manufacturers 
prefer to their own, and, upon that ground, 
go and search her country for our deserted 
artisans and manufacturers, who emigrate 
to her shores in defiance of our laws. 
Really, Sir, I can see no just cause of cbm- 
plaiot against her because our men desert 
to her shipjs. It is for us to keep our men, 
if we wish, them not to go into her service; 
and 'not to complain of her for receiving 
them. 

It is a practice wholly unknown in the 
world before. We have never, that I have 
hear^ of, attempted to exercise such a power 
against any nation but America. It is triie, 
th^t all j9ur. officers who may visit her ships 
Buy npt conduct themselves in a manner 
such as she has complained of; but, it is 
uot less true, that they are lejt ehtirely to 
iheir own discreiion. They are, it is true, 
Qot authoriied to take Jmericgns out of 
American ships; but, ih^, k h left to 
Vhem, and must be left, wholly to them, to 
d^ide who are^ and who are noty Ameri^ 
<^ms. This being the case^ it is clear that 



every American ship's crew who meet Jn 
English ship of war at sea are al Ihe mercy 
of the commander of that ship of war! 
No more need be said ; for no manKkes to 
be at the mercy of another. The English 
Captain has, in this case, the power of 
sensure, of imprisonment, of banishment, 
and, indeed, what power has he not over 
the Ainerican crew ? They may produce 
proof of being' natives of America^ and 
then he id not authorized to seize theib* 
Aye t ' but he, alas \ is the sole and abso- 
lute judge of thai proof i which he may 
think Ifad^ and then h may as well not b^ 
produced. ^ ' * 

This is the view to take of the matter. 
Sir. The corrupt press of London may, 
and will, bewilder the minds of the people 
by talking aboiit oiir right of search, and 
the like ;' but, the plain fact is this; thiK, 
in consequence of this authority^ given to 
our ships of war to take ^rsons otit of 
American ships at sea, the crew of every 
American merchant ship that 'went to sea, 
or even from one port to another in Amo- 
rJca, were at the absolute mercy of the 
commander of the first English ship of 
war that happened to meet then». Sup* * 
pose the case. Sir, of an American captsiri 
sailing out of the Delaware iot the East In- 
dies ^hh his complement' of tnen,, being 
twenty, alt his neighbours, met by an Ehig<» 
lish sloop of war ; suppk>se htm to have six 
of his men, taken out in spite of all his as« 
surances of their being native Americans ; 
suppose hhn left to pursue his voyage with 
only 14 hands ; suppose the six seized u^en 
to be taken off to the West Indies ; suppose 
two or three to die of the yellow fever ; sin* ^ 
other to be kilkd ; another . lose an artta { 
and the sixth released by the intcr\'ention 
of the American Consul in London. Sup* . 
pose this case. Sir, and you will suppbse 
what may have happened. It was^ possible 
for such cases to happen, and that Was 
enough ; but, it was a thing which admit* 
ted oiP being rendered impossible. It is 
sufficient to say, that, in consequence of ^ho 
exeircise of this power, no American cotild, 
in a merchant sbip^ sail the sea in safety. 
He never was, for 'one single hour, secure 
against captivity and banishment. To a 
people so situated war must be a reiiefm 
The American seaman will prefer war, be- 
cause if captured in war, the laws of war 
protect him and feed him as a prisomr s 
whereas he was before liable, not only to 
be seized and carried from his calling and 
country, but, at the same time, competed 
to ad as a seaman pn board' of our ships ; 
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coiDptlM to labour and to risk his life in I all surpri»^ to see the Aqaerican deiai-r 
our service, where it might be his lot to ofi&cial. print announce^ <bat c^mp^nsatf — 
assist in serving others of his own country- 
men as he himself had been served. 

Sir, when you uke a dispassionate view 
o( this matter, I am quite sure, that the 
justice of your mind will decide you in fa- 
vour of an abandonment, a frank abandon- 
ment, of the exercise of this power, which 
is, I am satbfied, without a precedent in 
the usage of nations, and which, under tjbe 
present circumstances, can do nothing to* 
wards the safety of the country. 

If this point were once settled^ it appears 
to me, that much difficulty would not xe- 
m^in^ But, a]s I had before the honour to 



state to your Royal Highness', it is not to 
be supposed, that war is to cease the mo- 
ment we cease to da wrong to America. 
I have not taken upon me to s^y, whether 
our Orders in Council wiere a wrong, or 
not ; but, by ihe repeal, we seem to bave 
acknowledged that they were. If, then, 
they were a wrong, the cessation of them 
cannot be consider^ as sufficient to induce 
America to put up the sword at onee, and 
without any further ceremony. When I 
published what was called a Libeli in the 
year 1809, that is to say, when I publish- 
ed an expression of my feelings at ^hat 
had then been described as having taken 
place, at the town of Ely (wherethe Bank 
has since broken), with respect to the Lo- . 
cal Militia and the German Legion; when 
I had made that publication I ceased i I 
made only one of that sort «, yet. Sir, was I, 
at the distance of a vear ;ifter the publica* 
tieu, sentenced to be imprisoned for two 
years, and to pay a thousand pounds fine to 
your royal Sire, and which thousand pounds 
I have paid to you, in his behalf. So you 
see. Sir, that, after one has done a thing, or 
has been doing a thing, it is not always 
sufficient to tease to do it ; the ceasing to do 
that which is deemed wrong, is not always 
regarded as sufficient to appease, or disarm, 
the offended party. The last part of my 
punishment, the payment of the fine to 
you, in behalf of your royal Sire, was in- 
flicted at more thah three years' distance 
from the tiuie of my writing about the 
Local Militia and the German Legion. 
There may, perhaps, in the law of nations, 
be an exception from the general princi- 
ples in cases where a kingly government 
commits an offence, or allegeid ofifence, 
against a republic ; but, in my small read- 
ing, I have, I must confess, never met 
with any such exception. 
Therefore, I, for my part, was not at 



/or the past apd security, fir Mc fuiur^ 
would be required. ** It is not," taya tfa^ 
writer, ** a mtxtcessaiififK U. dn wr^ee^ 
*^ that can now produce a pincec wromg 
'^ done mu»t be redressed^ and aftatriiiii^e - 
" must be given in the^faceof the wockL" 
Yes, Sir, jast ai, in my case, who, aftor. 
imprA$onn>^nt ^pd fine was compeUed, be-- 
Eore. I was leleascd, to enUr into kmed^^ 
to give a guarantee^ as the r^wt^tcan - 
filter calls it. Indeed, Sir^.^^fehwdwy- 
of the world is full oC cases, in auppoft irf* 
this doctrine of the Americans. Wkca , 
yoMT Royal Brother invaded HoUand, it 
livas not sufficient thai ht.ceaud to pene* 
trate 'vqJuk the country; for, when he gsC. 
back to tho. Httderj though, lie. jiad tfam 
entirely ceased to be an invader, aod.ap- 
txan to have.v^ propedy coofioed ki»' 
Wishes to the safe bringing-off of hia axmf^ 
the R^ublican genenus, Brwte [dke 
^< Printer's, boy of Ltmosin") and Daemieis^ 
Insisted upon his stipulating far the sur- 
render to France and HoUaad ^ ti^ 
thousand of their seapaen, who were t&a ^ 
prisoners of war m ICngland ; this th^ ia^ 
sisted upon, *< as the price of permis&ioQ 
^* to the British troops, with whom tke 
f« DukQ of York }iad ihvaded Hi^laq^, to- 
" re-embark on board their traatporta 
** without molestation." 

This was a compensation for injury, not 
donet but attempted. If the Royal com- 
mander had said, *< I have stopped^ 1- 
'< have ceased: I am going away; wk^ 
*' more do you want?*' If he had thus 
addressed the republican generals, they 
would have thought him cracked in the 
brain. His Royal Highness 4uiew a ^ptat 
deal better. He took the efTectual way of 
giving hb opponents satisfaction, and-thas 
he was enabled to bring off his army vnthr- 
out moksution* 

Here, then. Sir, are two instanots of 
the soundness of the American doctrine; 
that a mere cessation of an ofiftnsire act i^ 
not, as a matter of course, deeinadaie- 
tisfaction to the party juflTended,. Ki^f^ kt 
my case, that was single ; it was oommit- 
ted In a moment ; it at once ceased i there 
was no remonstrance; no expostulation; 
the single act was seized hold of, > and my 
printer and publisher and one of the news- 
men^ though they did not attempt to de^ 
fiend their conduct, but confes^d their 
crime, declared on oath that they wer* 
wholly unconscious that they vrere pub- 
lishiif a libel and humbly sind formei^; 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



»si 



SEPTEMBER 26, mz.^OnOt I^isputewUAAmeriai. 



iini 



tiiough they did all this, y4t Ihef were all 
imprisoned. 

Upon what pnnciple, then, I ask, can 
these OHTupt trriters ' ifnagine, that Ame- 
ricaris tobe satisfied with the mere repeal 
of «iir Orders in Council ; that is to say, 
with a mere cessation of the acts ofi^ive 
to her t Upon what ground is it that the 
country,' in which the proceedings against 
file look placet cad expect this at her 
limodst I do not ^ay, that we were doing 
her wtong ; I do not take upon me to de- 
cide that t|uestion. If we were not doing 
her wrtng, -howcvci',''-why did we rep"eal? 
If we were not doln^ her wrongf, Why did 
vm yidd at her men^ ? If we Wd-e not 
deing^^htr if^hrong, we^should^not havie given 
wa^;^'and^ if we weUe dding her wron^, 
we shetdd have gone further; for, upon 
thtf prineiples on which 1 was punished, 
and on wbieh the sans-culotte generals in- 
sisted- upM your Royal Brother's jiving up 
of 8,000 prisoners of Wat* then in England ; 
ajAyn those principles a mert cesMion to 
do whflt gives- oflTenc^ is not considered as a 
sufficient atobement-to the ofiended pany. 

The President' of the United Stated has 
fl^en himself ridieukd and most gnmly 
abused in our v^nai news-papers, who, 
anaonsst Other qualities not mofe to be ad- 
mim, have ascril>ed to him that of cow- 
ardiei, Sueh language "does not tend to 
hartxfotiy; and, though (thank God! J 
Mr. Madison cannot, by his obstinacy, or 
to indulge any old grudge, plunge his 
country into a War; yet, he certainly has 
the power to render the way to peace more 
difficult. I must, however, do him the 
justice to say, that I do not believe him 
capable of imitating, for one single mo- 
ment, those detestable miscreants, whom 
history has but too frecjpiently ethibitcd in 
the act of rendering millions miserable for 
th^urpose of gratifying some stupid, some 
idict'lfke, some hcg-like, passion. But, 
without being under any such infiuence, 
and without supposing any very strbng 
prejudice against Engltind in the ibinds of 
the people of America, there are, 1 fear, 
realoRs enough to induce Mr. MadisOti to 
be in no haste to listen to terms of peace. 

Aflstrioa has lo^g felt (be power of Enf^ 
laOKl ; she has loiig be^ compelled to en- 
dure that which Sit detested; she is co- 
vered With sears of our inflicting ; and she 
will not (orget all this now that she has 
aroM in her hands. I have before pointed 
to your Royal Highness of what importance 
it is to her that Si?e should have itothing to 
do in the iffiiirs of Spain. The war in 



Spain is, m fact, most fearful to America 
when it is most promising in appearances 
to OS. She will never rest contented while 
there is a chance of our having atiy in- 
fluence ^ in Spanish South America. Of 
Napoleon she is not afraid in that quarter. 
He has no fleet to endanger her commerce ; 
md, besides, her present exertions against 
us may, perhaps, secure her his assent to 
her wishes on that flank of her territories; 

As to our internal situation she is well 
aware of it. The army in Canada is not 
better known to her than the army in the 
•* disturbed counties.** Mr. Madison is 
very well acquainted with the causes of our 
disturbances ; be has read befoi-e now. all 
the evidence taken at the bar of parliament ; 
he* has seen li proved that the people of 
England are suflering greatly from the non- 
importation of their goods into America ; 
he is well aware of tl^ wants of our anny 
in Spain, Portugal, and the Mediterranean; 
and he knows that a war with bis country " 
must soon plunge us into the greatest dis- 
tress. 

It is with a knowledge of all these tha 
Mr. Madison enters on the war ; and, un- 
der such circumstances, it appears to me 
impossible that he should listen to any 
terms oJF peace not including ample indem- 
nity for th^ past. The American prints 
seem to insist iipon a guarantee for the 
release of the American Seaaden whom we 
have impressed. This, 1 siiould hope, 
there would be no objection to; and, in'* 
deed, I hope, that your Royal Highnesses 
ministers will now^ at the eleventh bour^ 
do every thing in their power to procure us 
the restoration of honourable peace; I 
hope that England is not doomed to wage 
war against every man in the world who is 
in the enjoymeut of real liberty. I know, 
Sir, that there are, in England, men who 
abhor the American government and peo- 
ple, and who would, if they had the 
power, exterminate them both, merely 
because the one guarantees and the othec 
enjoys freedom. Such men will never be 
happy while they see a free man in thie 
world ; but, their malice will not be gra- 
tified; they will, though it blast their 
eye-sight, still see the Americans free. 
Such men always speak of America with 
disdain; they affect to consider her as no* 
thihg; they seem to think that no ceremony 
is necessary with her ; that even when she 
has declared war^ and has actually begun 
war, she is bound to leave off merely upon 
our ceasing to do her wrong, if wrons it 
be. Such men would, of course, think it 
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g; great roortification lo ^end aver to her 
fiacific cverlures^ which one of them al- 
ready calls suing for peace. Far frpm 
your Uoyal Highnes* be counsels likejth^9$ ! 
fiow piuch blood might they cau^eitoiJow ! 
This was the language with regard to the 
republicans of France i but, the haughty 
]Pitc was glad, at last, to be permiitec) to 
^^nd overtures pf peace jto those republic 
c^ns. i hope, iberefprc, that we shall, 
in this case, be, wise in the out-seti. whjch 
is far l^etter than wisdom al the closfi. 

The wl\ole jca^eis now before you,. Sir; 
^ar or peace is in your po>ver. That you 
may choose the latter is the earnest wish 
pf ypi^r Royal H^ghnes^'s faithful servant, 

Wm. COBBETT. 

iolley^ ^3d September^ 1812. 



under him; but, they have ail-becoak 

dust when opposed to him, He b'now 

within a short dbtance, comparatively 
speaking, of Moscow ! That one foct ottght 
to .mak6 his enemies look grave.- Tlie 
greatest of conquerors, of whom /history 
speaks, have not, in their whole Jives, 
performed half what he has perfenned 
since hh quitted Paris the last tunc, asd 
that w^s, I believe,- about the time liiat I 
quitted Newgate. In two months he lias 
done more, has gone farther with an amij, 
than ever Gommaoder did before fai two 
•*FaU upioa his i»arl"' The 
told them that it was possible 
His rear, indeed J 



years 
sots ! 



SUMMARY OF POLITICS; 

Northern War. Napoleon ap- 
proaches MOSCOW. Perhaps he is now 
there ; and yet we are told of the bravery 
^nd the palriolism of the Russians.—; — 
"Well, then, if they be both brave ^nd 
J>alriolic what is. the inference? why, that 
J>,alriolism dictates to them to Jet the French 
come and take possession of their country. 
— - — I have. hitherto given, as fully as J 
have been able, the Bulletins of the French 
;army, ^nd I shall continue to do so ; for, 
I am convinced that they will contain the 
'true history of this most important war, 
a war which is to decide the fate of the last 
of the old powers in Europe, except Eng- 
land. Jf it be possible for any thing to 

add to the barefaced, the unblushing in- 
famy, of our corrupt press, it would be 
the praises it is now bestowing upon the 
character and conduct of Bernadotte, the 
Crown Prince of Sweden. Long after 1 
Vas in " Newgate^ they abused him like a 
common Ihief, I endeavoured to assuage 
their wrath ^ but, no: it would not be: 
they would insist, that he was all that was 
abominable. Now, behold, he is the 
only man to save the cause ; he is to be the 
great deliverer oT Europe ; he has had a 
.meeting with our august ally, the Czar, 
who has lately xtQtWti^^ consecrated image 
of the Put r on Saint of Russia from the 

Bishop of Moscow I The idea is, that 

. Bernadotte, assisted by us, is to take ov^r 
an army and fall upon the rear of Napo- 
leon. To slab him in the back as it were. 
Nevert He'll never attack Napoleon. 
There have been many men great while 



who 
to fall upon his rear? 
His rear js covered by the people whom he 
has. emancipated. His rear is covered by 
the Poles '4nd the Lithuaoians. MiUioos 
are at his back. — : — And, then, as to the 
French. Se^l he dares leave France and 
go to the north pole, if the climate would 
Jet him. . After this can we be cheated 
into the bejief, that he and his govecnmeot 
ar|e hcUe4 in JFrance? Can any man of 
cpmmon sense be made to believe, that 
there is any chapce of ^* delivering*' the 
French pation? There is not, io my 
opinion, the smallest chance of any thing 
being done to obstruct him in the North. 
He will, in all probability, make a ptaict 
with the £mper<^ of Russia, and iNrilj^ob- 
tain the power of enforcing compWlety the 
cpntinental system. Having done that he 
will, i^i a}l likelihood, proceed to' finish 
his work in the Southern Peninsula. I 
ivould, ther^ore, have offered him terms 
of p^ace now J before he. had completed his 
work in the North ; and, of course, belore 

he was sure of success. 1 have always 

been full of apprehensions for the result of 
this war; because, if there be no ppwer 
left upon the continent, able to make head 
against Napoleon, the whol^ of his foice 

may, at last, be directed against us. 

I, for my part, can see no one reason 
against treating for peace ^ while I can see 
many reasons mr it. 

Paper against Gold. The, gold is 

now sold at £6. lU.an ounceJ t merely 
lif^tethis, in order to, let, my readers see 
liow the work of depreciation goes on. The 
price of bullion fiuctuates a little ; but, 
generally, it is a fair standard of the vafcie 
of the paper. 

Wm. COBBETT. 

Botley^ 24th September^ 1812. 
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Kokt'^irn War.— rV«//?A Bulhlin of the 
Grand French Army, — JVUepsi^ Aug.'?. 

. At the battle of the Drissa, the Ruseian 
Cen£xal Kouloien, a distiagubhed officer of 
the light troops, was Jcilled ; ten other Ge- 
nerals were wounded ; four Colonels were 
lulled. General Ricard, with his bri- 
gade, entered Dnnaberg the Ut August. 
He found eight pieces of cannon ; all the 
remainder had been taken away. The 
Duke of Tarentum also arrived there on 
the %d. Thus^ Dunaberg, that the enemy 
has been frrtifying for five years, whe^ he 
has expended several millions, whith cost 
him more than ^0,000 men during the la- 
hour, has been abandoned without firing a 
musket, and is in our power, like the other 
"vl^orks of the enemy, and like the intrenched 

camp which he had on the Drissa. In 

consequence of the taking of bunaberg, his 
Majesty has ordered that a park of 100 
pieces of artillery, which he had formed at 
Magdeburg, and which he had advanced 
upon the Niemen, should retrograde to 
Dantzic, and be put in depot in that place. 
• At the commencement of the cam- 
paign, two besieging parks of artillery had 
been prepared ; one against Dunaberg, the 
other against Riga.— -The magazines of 
"Witepsk are provisioned ; the hospitals or- 
^nized. These ten days of repose are ex- 
tremely \ise?\A to tbe^army. The heat is, 
besides, excessive. We have it warmer 
here than in Italy. The harvests are su- 
perb ; it appears that this extends to all 
Kussia. L.ast year it was bad every where. 
Hie crops will not begin to be cut before 

eight or ten days. His Majesty has 

made a large square (place) before the pa- 
lace which he occupies at Witepsk. This 
palace is situate upon the banks of the left 
of the river Dwina. Every morning, at 
six, there is a grand parade, at which all 
the officers of the Guard appear. One of 
the brigade of Guards, in fine conditiop, 
alternately defiles. 

Report of the Prince Viceroy of the Battles 
of the 25th J 2flM, and 17 th July. 
Sire,^I have the honour to address to 
your Majesty the reports of the battles 
which .took place on the 26th, ^th, and 
97th July, and in which the Fourth Corps 
that I command took part. ^Your Ma- 
jesty onkred the King of Naples, Com- 
ioandant of the Cavalry of the Army, to 
set oat from Beehen Kovisch, and take the 
direction of Witepsk. 1 received orders to 
^lace at his disposition the 8th light tnfim* 
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try.- The King of Naples met the enem)r " 

in advance of Ostrovno, an(J engaged in 
different charges of cavalry, which obtain- 
ed two grand results. About 600 prison^ 
ers and eight pieces of cannon were the tro- 
phies of this day. The General of Division * 
Delzons informs me, that the 8th had seve- 
ral engagements, which it supported with ' 
valour.— — On the 26th, the King of Na- 
ples received orders to continue his march 
upon Witepsk, and me to move with a di- 
vision to support the movement of the ca- 
valry. I went before day to the King pf 
Naples, and we together agreed upon the 
hour at which the movement should com- 
mence. 1 ordered the I3th division to 

follow the cavalry, and the 14lh, and guard, 
to follow the ISth, but en echelon^ and at 
an hour's distance. — The route ran through 
a wood, and the 8th was quickly engaged 
to open the road, which the enemy dis- 
puted with infantry. About ten in the 

mommg, the 8th, after having drawn from 
the wood all the enemv's tiralleurs, met 
them formed, and holding an advantage^ 
ous position upon a piece of ground, of con- 
siderable elevation, protected by a nume- 
rous artillery, having before them a deep 
ravine, and their left supported by a forest^ 
so thick, that it was impossible for naasses 
to penetrate it, without breakioig. It was 
General Ostermann's corps, consisting of 
two divisions of Infantry, which occupied 
this position. I then ordered General DeU ' 
zons, commandant of the 13th division, 
to form for the attack the Croat regiment ' 
and 84th, upon the left of the road, the 
first deployed, the second in column by di- 
visions. A battalion of volt jgeurs, and the 
93d regiment were placed upon the right, 
en echelon^ by battalion. The attack com- 
menced ; it was brisk, and the enemy were 
charged with intrepidity. The Croats and 
84th obliged ^e battalions offered to then| 
to give way. General Huard, who com- 
manded this attack, displayed equal valour 
and capacity. Upon the right, the volti- 
geurs and 92d experienced a greater resist- 
ance ; they had to penetrate through the fov 
rest, deboufh^ and form under the enemy's 
fire, who placed oi| their left their princi- 
pal force. It was not without multiplied 
efiforts, that General Roussel succeeded in 
taking a position upon debouching from the 
wood, and driving away the enemy; all 
the valour of this troops and the obstinacy 
of the General were required to succeed in 

this so difficult attack. Nevertheless, 

the centre and the left, which could not see 
the sbw progress of the right, co4teQd<4 
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in the forest, pufsuin^ their nicceu. The 
ehemy, who saw 'their left supported itself, 
inarched the reserve upon the right, which 
was more.closely pushed. ^ Toe Groats and 

84th. were in their turn^^ailed«-= The 

King of Naples, with his h.riliiant valour 
and the promptitude, of li^tping, deter- 
mined upon a vjgorou9 charge of cavalry^ 
which arrested the enemy. The Ghief of 
Battalion, Ricard, with a company of cara- 
bineers of the 8lh, threw himself before 
the mpuths of the cannon. The Ghief of 
Battalion, Dumay, and Gaptain Bonardale, 
with an uncommon bravery, maintained the 
greatest order in the column of artillery. 
During this time General Houssel debouched 
from the forest, charged the enemy with 
the 92d in column, and rendered himself 
master of the position. The Groats and 
84th, supported by two battalions of the 
106th regiment, Icepl in reserve to this 
moment, regained their first advantages. 
It was then that every thing ww re-esta- 
blished, and we remained masters of the 
ground which the enemy had so hardly 
contested. After some moments of re- 
pose to rally the troops and reform the co- 
lumns^ the enemy were again pursued, and 
promptly driven, from all the positions 
which they still attempted to defend. They 
were thus brought back till within two 
leagues from Wiiepsk, in which the ISth 
division took a position about nine in the 
evening.. The 14th \^as placed upon the 
road, in a second line, with orders tp clear 
the banks of the Dwina. The guard was 
also placed in the rear, to the right of the 
i 3th division. On the 27th, your Ma- 
jesty ordered the cavalry and 4th corps to 
continue the movement upon Witepsk« On 
this day the 14th division took the lead ; 
the General of Brigade, Bertrand de Sivray, 
was (Jetached with the IBth regiment of 
light infimtry, and three companies of 
voltigeqrs; he seized upon a village occu- 
pied by the enemy on the right, and fol- 
lowed the crest of the heights, of which he 
rendered himself master; the lemainder of 
the division advanced and formed upon the 
left of the road, in presence of the enemy, 
established its artillery, silenced that op- 
posed to it, and forced the Russians to 
withdraw their line from the banks of the 
ravini^ they occupied behind a burnt bridge. 
General Broussur took advantage of 
thb retrograde movement of the enemy, 
passed the river with his division, formed 
his regiments by ^chtiUns^ in a dout^le 
square, under a very brisk fire of ^lis artil- 
^^''y- •SfiiSl^'^Jpf ^**^ ^3d was nearest. 




The enemy's cavalry stverd iamm cncki- 
voured to charge the square^, imt the £re 
and countenance of this regioiciit alw;^ 

checked them. The two first cpmpaoies 

of the 0th line, voUigeurs, wUdl^taju) ^ns* 
ed the bridge, under the enemy's fire, were 
skilfully and bravely directed by Gapiains 
Giivard and Savory, upon the enemy's feok, 

and carried them, with great lots^. [The 

remainder of this report consists of praises 
bestowed upon difierent Officers, who dis- 
tinguished themselves.] 1 am, with tiie 

most profound respect, Sire, &c. 8cc. 

£u6£KE Napoleon. 

Fir it R^orl from the ling of /fypies ia 

the Emperor. Malluzero^ Aug. 1. • 

Sire,?»-I arrived from Polotisk at BeefMft. 
Kovisch^ in the evening of the 24th, and 
agreeably to the instructions which were 
sent me, to rejoin the l,st corps of cavalry, 
and with it bear upon Witepsk, the Vice- 
roy was to support me. General Nansouty 
left ^his head-quarters at Bandebova, and I 
rejoined him when he was engaged with the 
enemy upon the height of Ostrovno, and 
master of the first position of eight pieces 
of canrK)n, which the advanced guartl ^f 
Bruyen's division had taken.- This suc- 
cess was the result of a brilliant charge -of 
cavalry, executed by General Pere, with 
equal bravery and akill, .ootwithslaMin^ 
General Ostermaim, who had on that 
morning, with all his corps, taken a posi- 
tion some hundred toises in the rear, op- 
posed it with infantry. I made St. Ger- 
man's division rapidly advance, and form 
his lines by brigades, and all his artillery 
was properly placed. T then saw at about 
fifty toises distance a Russian regiment of 
dragoons debouch from a wood, which be- 
gan to form upon the left flank of the foreign 
brigade with which I then was. To change 
from front upon the right, charge, over- 
throw, and almost instantly destroy it, was 
but the affair of an instant. A second 
charge of Pere's brigade, having at its head 
General Gpunt Ornano, «^oQk pl^ce upom 
the causeway; i^ was assisted by the infiin- 

try'f fire.; Informed fey thepijaoMrs 

that I bad to contend with the whole of Q^ 
tfrmann's corps, I ordered Oekon's and 
^roussur's divisiopa to march upon the 
line ; I advanced two bat^^ions of ihe 8th 
light infantry, which your Ms^e^ had« 
the morning placed at my dis^iosal, anA 
placed the«a along a small wood, mhich 
was upQn my left, to support my first bci-. 
g^dc of cavalry^ whict the fice,of the in- 
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SriBiry wmUd ifeoissarilf force t6 rttirt« 
Vpon teetog lliis movemeot, about three 
WjHtaftioos marched (roin their left to the 
front qimy cwalrjr, to meet these two bat** 
talieos. I erdered them to be charged; 
they were obliged to retire with consider- 
able lost. I wished to maintain this posi* 
'tioa till the arrival of Delaon^s divbton; 
but the enemy marched by favour of a 
wood which was upon my right, ten or 
tweWe battalions, and shewed a dniposUion 
10 attack my right-^ movement which 
w«ukl necessarily have compelled me to 
abandon my iioakione*— *-Two of theae 
battalions had already debouched, and 
forced the brigade on the right to give way. 
Two other battalions deboi^ed on my left 
upon a regiment of cauassiers and the 0th 
Wiccrs. Almost at the same time these 
four battalions were charged and destroyed, 
ibose OD my left >y the Pth lancers, and 
ttese eo my right by the foreign brigade. 
I have seldom seen cavalry charge innntry 
wkh 3iich courage and success.-*— Delaon's 
division now bdng arrived, I ordered It to 
inarch along the Dwina, and take a posi- 
tion that would thi^ten the rear4>f the 
JRussiaus. This movement aloae stopped 
4he enemy on my right, who were eager to 
recal their battalions to the centre to cover 
their retreat, which thev eflected the same 

iiMUnt. The two battalions of the 

^«%hth regiment oC4ig^* infantry repulsed 
two or three charges of the enemy's inba- 
try, and constantly covered^he front of my 
line. The ai-tiilefy did the greatest injury 
to the enemy; it fired 1,500 discharges at 
lialf shot distance.-— *-8uch, Sire, is the 
exact aocount of the battle of Ostrovno, of 
which the results have •been the taking of 
eight pieces of cannon, 7 or 800 prisoners, 
and at least 5 or 6,000 Russians killed and 
wounded. Your Majesty may judce of the 
enemy iiy passing over the field of battle. 
f ■ I acquainted your Majesty by my let- 
ter^ written on the very ground, with the 
brilliant conduce of the Generals who di- 
rected these different diarges* Your Ma- 
jesty will find more in detail, in the annex- 
ed A^jorts, the names of the brave men 
w4o uvest pMtieularly disthiguished them- 
selves.* your Majesty will permit me to so- 
liett for them the justly merited rewards. 
1 owe particular eulogium to General Geunt 
Beliiard, who was in all the charges, and 
was of the greatest use to me in executing 
the different movements which I found it 
ueceisary to order. I must like^'ise name 
to your Majesty all the individuals of my 
Heofe, end r^oest your goodneis in their 



fovour* I^have the honour to re<|uest of 
your Majesty a Lieutenancy for M. Berthier, 
Sub-Lieutenant of the 16th hone chasseurs, 
who was m the charge made by General 
Orpand, and was one of the first who at- 
tacked the pieces ; his superior officers have 
a great eespect for him.-^^I am, Sife, 
your Marty's aficctionau Brother, 

JoACHiu Napoleon, 

SecMid Report of tki King ofJfapUs to iJu 

Entperor.-'^'^Maituitro^ Angmi. 
' Sire,-^I received in the night between 
the 36th and 36th of July a dispatch from 
your Majesty, according to which I was to 
make a strong reconnoissance upon the enemy 
with a considerable quantity of artillery, 
and the division Delzons, which was to 
support it. I put in motion all the first 
corps of the reserve of the cavalry, and the 
two battalions of the 8th of infantry. My 
advanced guard met with the rear guard of 
the enemy at about two leagues from Os- 
trovno ^ they were advantageously posted 
behind an extremely deep ravine ; they had 
infantry and cavalry, and were covered on 
their front and flanks by thick woods ; se- 
veral cannon shot were exchanged ; the two 
battalions were sent to stop the infantry, 
which already made the cavalry retrograde. 
In the mekn time the division Delzons had 
arrived ; here the part of the cavalry was 
naturally to have concluded. The Viceroy 
made his disposition and marched upon the 
enemy. The ravine was passed. The 
brigade of foreign cavalry had passed the 
Dwina, protected our left flank, and de- 
bouched in the plain ; the rest of the light 
divisiou marched upon the causeway Jn 
proportion as the Viceroy repulsed the in- 
foniry of the enemy. The cuirassiers were 
left in reserve behind the ravine, and their 
cannon placed in battery. My right was 
covered by inimense woods. The enemy 
were vigorously led to the second position, 
behind the ravine, where, no doubt, were 
their reserve. He was repulsed a second 
time, and a second time renewed the at- 
tack; I perceived confusion; I ordered a 
charge of cavalry against a column o( infan*> 
try which was marching audaciously tn the 
plain. The braye Poles rushed on the 
Russian battalion — not a man escaped*- 
not one was made prisoner — the last men 
were killed, even in the woods. The pa$ 
de charge was Immediately beaten, and all 
the square batulions of your Majesty's hi- ^ 
fantry, and General Girardin| woo led the 
battalions of the lefiti reoeived orden to 
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make i change to the right and incline on 
the grand chaussee on the re^rof the enemy. 
Ail the battalions who were immediately 
on the right executed the same manoeuvres ; 
and General Pere inclined with the 8th re- 
giment of hussars to the right, and vigor- 
ously charged the whole left x>f the enemy, 
which owed its safety only to the woods 
and ravines that retarded our march. The 
whole division followed the movement on 
the causeway; the cavalry debouched on 
the heights in front of the five or six regi- 
ments of cavalry which I had caused to be 
cannonaded ; it was in this position that 
your dispatch found me, and whence it 
caused me to pursue the enemy, who was 
led with drums beating to a ravine jibout a 

league and a half from Witepsk. Here 

iSt Sire, an account of the affair of the 26th, 
in whi<:h, according to the reports of all the 
prisoners and deserters, the enemy sufiered 
still grCfiter losses than on the preceding 
evening. One may boldly state their loss 
at from 2,500 to 3,000 killed, and an im- 
mense number wounded. Your Majesty 
scarcely lost any body. — - — [Here follows 
the praises of the different ofBcers who dis- 
tmguished themselves.] 

Joachim Napoleon. 

Eeporl of Marshal the Duke o/Tarenlum^ 

to the Prince Major-General. Jacob-* 

stadt, Jul^Ti. 

Monseigneur, — I have this instant (five 
o*clock in the evening) received the. report 
pf General Grawert, respecting the engage- 
ment which took place on the 10th atEkau. 

' \ Scarcely had he arrived at Banske, 

and replaced General Ricard, whilst his in- 
fantry was passing the Aa, he detached 
Colonel de Roeder, with a party of ^0 
horse, to reconnoitre the ground. He met 
the enemy's posts about three leagues from 
Banske, easily drove them back ; but ob- 
serving they had forces behind them, he 
informed General Grawert of it, and at the 
same time demanded two squadrons and 
half a battery of horse artillery ; but, pre- 
vious to their arrival, the enemy, who 
from a height had been able to convince 
{limself of the weakness of Col. Roeder's 
detachment, felt upon him; he valiantly 
defended himself, in order not to lose the 

advantageous position he occupied. This 

imequal combat became more critical and 
lively, when Major Stum, with the 1st re- 
giment of dragoons, arrived ; this brave 
vfficejT vigorously charged the enemy's ca- 
yalry, ov€ri[\rew and pursued, it to the 



wood, where it was checked by the enony's 
infantry. In this charge (he enemy had 
many men killed, and an officer and 20 
men taken prisoners. The Prussians had 
one man killed and 30 wounded, three of 
whom were officers ; among whom is Count 
Brandenburg. The prisoners taken in this 
affair unanimously declare, that the pre- 
ceding evening considerable reinforcements 
had arrived at Ekau, upon which the enemy 
advanced four battalions, some squadrons 
of Uhlans, a paulk of Cossacks, and some 
cannon, '. and besidts concentrated them- 
selves with very superior forces, ;.wttk a 
baueryof 10 pieces of cannon ia Ekau. 

-^ General Grawert, being informed of 

this, determined upon sending orders to 
General Kieist, that, by a first dispositioo, 
I had sent to Kunken and Draken, upoe the 
high road from Herbergen to Riga, to 
march by the right of the river Ekau, to 
take the enemy in flank and rear, wbHst he 
made dispositions for attacking him in 

front. General Grawert marched upon 

Ekau, drove all the enemy's troops from 
the right to the left bank of the river Ekau, 
with his cavalry and tiralleurs, and, in an 
advantageous position, waited the arrival 
of General Kieist; of whose arrival, as soon 
as he was informed by the first discharge 
of cannon, he approached the enemy, passui 
the defile with the cavalry, the artiiierf , 
and the tiralleurs, and mpporcfld that atuck 
by a part of his infantry^ whilst the other 

advanced to guard the defile. General 

Kieist vigorously attacked on his sid^ his 
left bearing upon Ekau. The combat was 
long and murderous ; the Russians defended 
their positions foot to foot ; even a detach- 
ment which was cut off fought to the last 

extremity. Nevertheless, the bravery 

of the Prussian troops, notwithstanding 
their inferiority of numbers, and the good 
conduct of the chiefs and officers, triumph- 
ed over 4he Russians. At eight in the 
evening they were forced at all points, and 

put to night. The result of this day is 

a flag taken, and several hundreds of pri- 
soners. The enemy lost a considerable 
number of men in killed and wounded. 
The loss of the Prussians i&ofconsideratioo. 
[H#re follow the names of those of- 
ficers who distinguished themselves.] 

General Grawert supposes the enemy will 
take a position between Ekau and RigSi 
from whence he reckons upon driving them 
with facility, as the Russians are discou- 
raged by the action of the 10th, whilst the 

Prussians are full of confidence. Gen. 

Grawm addsi that the lOtb has been a 
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l^lprious day for the' Emperor and the Prus* 
slaaarms. ' 

The Marshal Duke of Tarcntum. 

ThtrUenth jSuUelin of the Grand Jrnufp — 
SmoUnskoy Aug. 21* 
k appears that in the hattle of Mohilovr 
gained over Prince Bagration on the 2Sd 

July, the loss of the enemy has heen con- 
aiderahle ; we here give the Report of the 
Prince of Eckmuhi respecting thi5 affair. 

' The Duke of Tarente feimd 20 pieces 

-of cannon in Dnnabourg, in place of 8, as 
had heen announced ; he obliged* several 
shipt laden with more than 40,000 bombs, 
and other projectiles to retire — an immense 
quantity of ammunition was destroyed by 
the enemy. The ignorance of the Russian^ 
\n constructing fortifications is apparent in 
the works of Dunabourg and Drissa ; IJis 
Majesty gave the command of his right to 
the Prince of Schwartzenburg, by placing 
upder his orders ihe 2d corps. Tbia 
Prince n^arched s^nst General Tormasow ; 
met and defeated him on the 12th; he 
pays the highest compliments to the Saxon 
and Austrian troops : the Prince Schwart- 
zenburg shewed in these circumstances 
equal activity. The Emperor has request- 
ed promotion and rewards for the Officers 
of his Corps d'armee who have distin- 

' gaished theiiitttW««t On the 8th, the 

Grand Army was placed in the following 
inanner. The Prince Vice Roi was at 
Souria with the 4th corps, his advanced 
guards occupying Vilys, Ousveath and 

Potulsop. Ti]^ King of Naples was at 

Mkoulmo, his cavalry occupied Lukovo. 
: Marshal the Duke of Echingen, Com- 
mandant of the Sd corps, was at Loozna. 

Marshal the Prince of Echmuhl, 

Gommajjidant of the 1st corps, was at Dou^ 
brouva. The dth corps^ commanded by 
the Prince Poniatowski, was at Mohilow. 
—The hcad-qliarters were at Witepsk, 

• The 2d corps, commanded by the 

Duke of Reggio, was upon the Drissa. 

The 10th corps, commanded by the Duke 
of Tarente, was upon Duqabourg and Riga. 
• — *^0n the 8ih 12,000 of the enemy's ca- 
valry m«irched upon Inkovo, sMd attacked 
General Count Sebastiani's division, which 
for half a league was obliged to fight re- 
treating all the day, suffering and causing 
equal loss to the enemy. A company of 
voltigeurs of the 24th Regiment of light 
infantry, forming a part of a battalion of 
ithat regiment which had been confided to 
the cavalry to maintain a position in the 



wood, was taken. We hid about ^HQO' 
killed and wounded ; the enemy may have 
\o^\ the same number of men. On the* 
12th the enemy's army, having united at 
Smolensko, marched by different points 
With equal slowness and hesitation upon 
Boreitch and Nadra.^ — ^The Prince of 
Ecknuihl collected all his troops in order 
to march againsjt the enemy and take pos*' 
session of Smblensko, by proceeding thi- 
ther by the other side of the Boryschene.- 
The King .of Naples and Duke of Eichingen 
set out from Liozna and marched upon the 
Bmysthene, near to the embouchier of Be-> 
reziaa, opposite Kbomeno, where on the 
night between the 13th and 14th they 
threw two bridges over the fiorysthene.. 

The Viceroy set out from Soniaj^ 

and marched by Janovitshi and Lienva-T 
vitsch to Rasasna, where he arrived on the 

l4th.r General Count Crouchy collect-* 

ed the 3d corps of cavalry at Rasasna, on 
the 12th. The Prince of Eckmuhi col- 
lected all his corps at Doubrowna, on the 

13lh. General Count Eble threw three 

bridges over Rasasna, on the 18th. ; 

The head-quarters set out on the 13th from 
Witepsk, and arrived at Rasasna on the 

13th. Prince Poniatowski set out from* 

Mohilow, and on the 13th arrived at Ro-. 
manzo. On the 14th, at break of day. 
General Grouchy marched upon Leaobri, 
chased two regiments of Cossacks from it, 
and there found the corps of General Count 
Nansouty. The same day the King of 
Naples, supported by the Duke of Elchin-. 

gen, arrived at Krasnoi.-r The 27th 

enemy's division, consisting of 5,000 in-, 
fantry, supported by 2,000 cavalry and 12 
pieces of cannon, was in a position before 
that tovm : it was attacked and forced ia 
an instant by the Duke of Eichingen. The 
24th regiment of light infantry auacked the 
soaall town of Krasnoi wilh the bayonet,' 
with great intrepidity: the cavalry exe« 
cuted some admirable charges* Baron Bor^i 
desoult, General of Division, and the 3d 
regiment of chasseurs, disthiguished them<« 
selves. The taking of eight pieces of can^ 
uon, 14 caissons, 1,{KX) prisoners, with a 
field covered with more than 1,000 Russian 
corpses, were the advantages of the battle 
of Krasnoi, in which the Russian diTision;. 
consisting of 5,000 men, suffered a loss of 

half its number. His Majesty, on the 

l5th, had his head quarters at Kovonitnia. 

On the 16th, in the morning, the 

heights of Smolensko vrere commaeded. 
The town presented to our view an. en 
closure of walls of 4,000 toi»e8» ten feet 
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thick and 25 hij^h, intersected with tow- 
ers, sercral of which were armed with 
camroD of a heavy caliber.— Upon the 
right of the BorysUieDe, we perceived atid 
k»;w that the enemy faced about, and 
hastily retraced their steps to defend Sino- 
lensko. We knew that the enemy's Ge- 
nerals had received reiterated orders to give 
battle and save Smolensko. The Emperor 
recoDooitred the town, and placed his artoy 
in its position on the day of the 16th* 
The Marshal Duke of Elchingen had the 
left, bearing on the Borysthene ; the Prince 
of Eckmifhi, the centre; Prince Ponia- 
towski, the right; the guard was placed 
in reserve in the ceqtrt ; the Viceroy, in 
reserve on the right, and the cavalry, un- 
der the orders <h the King of Naples, at 
the extremity of the right ; the Duke of 
Abranres, with the 8th corps, lost their 
way and had made a false movement. The 
15th and half of the 17th was passed in 
observation. A fire of musquetry was 
kept up along the Ime. The enemy occu- 
pied Smolensko with 30,000 men, and the 
remainder of their army was formed 
upon the fine positions upon the right 
bank of that river opposite to the town, 
and communicating by three bridges. 
Smolensko is considered as a strong town 
by the Russians, and the Bulwark of Mos- 
CotfT. On the 1 7th at two in the after- 
noon, settog that the enemy had not dtf- 
boQched ; that they were fortifying theni* 
selves in Smolensko, and that they refused 
battle, notwithstanding the orders they had 
received, and the fine positions they might 
have taken, their right upon Smolensko, 
and their left upon the course of the Bo- 
rysthene, the enemy's General wanting re- 
solution, the Emperor marched upon the 
right, and ordered Prince Poniatowski to 
change his front, the right in advance, and 
to place his right to the Borysthene, occu^ 
pying one of- the suburbs by posts and bat- 
teries to destroy the bridge, and interrupt 
the commuoicacion of the town with the 

right bank. During this time the Prince 

ot Eckmuhl received orders to attack two 
•f the sttluirbs, which the enemy had en- 
treochcd, at 200 toises distance from the 
town, and which were eiach defended by 
7 or B,006 men, and heavy cannon. 
General Count Friane had orders to com- 
plete the rovestraent, m leaning his right 
towards Prince Poniatowski's corps, and 
Ilia left to the right of the attack mside by 
the Prince of Eckmuhl. At two in the 
afternoon^ Count Bruyere's division of ca- 
vahry^ after having, drivea away the Cos* 



sacks' and enemy's cavalry, apptvathed the 
bridge highest up the river ; a battery of 
10 pieces of artillery w^s established opoa 
this ground, and fired with grape shot upon 
that part ,of the enemy's army which wa^ 
upon, the right bank of the river, aitti 
quickly obliged the Russian masses of in- 
fantry to evacuate iiiat posiiion.>-4^->-Thc 
enemy then placed two batteries,- of 2& 
pieces of cannon, in a convent, to aanof 
the battery which played upon the bridge. 
The prince of Eckmuhl intrusted the at-* 
tack of the right suburbs to Count Morand," 
and thfl of the Ith to General CoOnt 
Guden.-^ — At three the canatmade com- 
menced ; at half past four a very brisk fire 
of musketry began, and at five the divi- 
sions of Morand and^Gudin carried the in- 
trenched enemy's suburbs^ with a tool 
and rare intrepidityj and puraued thefil (d 
the covered way, which was covered witk 
Russian dead. Upon our left the Duke ot 
Elchingen attacked the position winch thd 
enemy had vrithout the town, seized upon 
it, aiid pursued the enemy to the glacis. 
-- — ^At ivt o'clock the communication oF 
the town with the right bank becskme dif- 
ficult, and could only be accomplished by 

isolated men. ^ 'Three batteries of breach-*^ 

ing, 12 pounders, were placed against thef 
walls at six m the evening ; one by Friant'^ 
division, and iht two others by Morand. 
and Gudeu's divisions. * We drove tb« 
enemy from all the town by howitzers, 

which played upon them.^ The General 

of artillery. Count Sorbier, rendered the 
occupation of the covered way by the ene- 
my impossible, by two enfiladed batteries. 
Nevertheless the enemy, who from two m 
the ,aftemoon perceived we had serious in- 
tenttcns against (be town, sent two divi- 
sions and two regiments of infantry of th€ 
Guard, to reinforce the four divisions 
which were m the town. These- united 
forces composed half of the Russian army: 
The battle contmued the whole night; 
three breaching batteries played whh the 
utmost activity. Two cotta panics of miners 

were attached to the ramparts* The 

town was now on fire in th^ middle o( a . 
fine August night. Smolensko ofiered the ' 
French a ^ectacie similar to that which 
an eruption of Vesuvius presents to the in- 
habitants o^ Naples. — —An hour after 
midnight the enemy abandoned the town, 
and retired across the river. At two 
o'clock the grenadiers who first led to the 
attack, no longer found resistance; the 
place was evacuated ; 200 pieces of caimon 
and one of the first towns in kossit were 
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in mm -poworiand that, too, in siglft of 
tho whole Rttsmas anny. The combal of 
SaiokQaho, which we might justly term a 
bau]«9 an. hundred thousand m«i having 
been en^ged on die dtfierent sides, caused 
the Rusfians a loss of 4,700 men left dead 
on the field of battle, of 8,066 prisoners, 
the greater part of which are wounded, and 
of* 7 10 8,000 wounded. Amongst the 
dead were found five Itussian Generals. 
(kur lose amounu to 700 killed and 3,100- 
OK 3,1K)0 wonnded. The General of Bri- 
glKle, ^rabouAi, was killed, and the Ge- 
nerals of Brigade, Grandeau and Dalton, 
wounded* All the troops have rivalkd 
each other in mtrepidity. The fieU of 
battle has ofiered to die view of $00,000 
perseoS) who can attest it, the sight of one 
French corpse' laying upon the dead bodies 
of seven or eight Russians, meanwhile the 
Ruasians were protected by the musketry 
firt from their trenches dadng a part of the 

days of the 15th and 17th. On the 

18th, we established the bridges over the 
Borysthene which the enemy had burnt, 
but did not succeed in quenchiog the fire 
which consumed the town until the day of 
the 18th, the French sappers having work- 
ed with great activity. The houses in the 
ctty were filled with Russians, dead and 
ilniAff.— *^Of twcbredivisions which com*- 
poeed iIm Orand Rnsstan Army, two di- 
visione have been broken and defeated in 
the combats of Ostrowna ; two have met 
with the same fate in the battle of Mohi- 
kw s and six in^ \ht battle of Smolensko. 
They have only two divisions of the Guards 
which remain entire.— -The deeds of 
bravery vrhich reflect honour on the army, 
and which have distinguished such niim- 
bem of soldiers in the bauk of Smoleusko, 
shall be the subjea of a particular report. 
Never has the French army shewn greater 
intrepidity than in this campaign. 

Fourlitnth Bulletin of the Grand, Am^. 
Smolcnsko^ Aug. 33« 

Smelensko may be considered as one of 
the frnesi dties of Russia. Had it not 
been for the circumstances of the war, 
which has carried thither the fire, and 
conlumed immense magazines of colonial 
merchahdoe and goods of all kinds, this 
city would have befen a grand resource for 
the army. . Evien in its present state it 
may be of the greatest utility in point of a 
military view. Th^rc are still large houses 
remaining, which ofier' fine places for the 
establishment of bospitals.«-Tbe province 



of SmoleAsko is very fine and very fertile, 
and fiimished with great resources, for 
subsistence and forage. The Ruasians in** 
tended, according to the events of the 
war, to raise a Militia of Peasant Slaves, 
whom they have armed with bad pikes.. 
They had already united about ' 5,000 of 
them at this pkHce ; it was an object of 
raillery and derision even to the Russiaa 
army itself. They had already stated as the 
Order ef the Day, that Smolensko was to be 
the grave of the French, and that although 
it had been deemed convenient to evacuate 
Poland, yet it was necessary to give battle 
at Smolensko, to prevent this barrier of 

Russia from falling into our hands. > 

The Cathedral of Smolensko is one of the 
most celebrated Grecian Churches in all 
Russia. The Episcopal Palace forms a' 
kind of town by itself. The heat h ex- 
cessive, ' the thermom^et having risen to 
20 degrees : the weather is much hotter 
here than in Italy. 

B€Me of jMolsk. 

After the Battle of Drissa, the Duke pf 
Reegio, knowing that the enemy's General 
Wittgenstein had been reinforced by twelve 
third battalions from the garrison of Ou- 
naburg, and willing to draw him to an 
eni^gement near the defile hdiow Polotskt 
caused the 2d and 6th corps to be arranged 
in order of battle below Polotsk. General 
Wittgenstein followed him, attacked him 
on tl^ l6th and 17th, and was vigorously 
repulsed. The Bavarian division of De 
Wrede, of the 6th corps, has distinguish- 
ed itself. At the moment when the Duke 
of Reggio was making his dispositions to 
profit by the victory, and to close the ene- 
xtty in the defile, he was struck on the 
shoulder by a Biscayen. His wound, 
which is of a serious nature, obliged hinx 
to cause himself to be transported to Wilna, 
but it did not appear that he made himself 
in any wise unquiet concerning the conse- 
quences. The General Gouvion Saint 

Cyr has taken the command of the 2d and 
6th coips. On tlie 17th, in the evening, 
the enemy retired through the defile. Ge- 
neral Verdier was wounded. General 
Maison h^ been recognized as General of 
Division, and has succeeded him in the 
command of his division. .Our loss is 
estimated at 1,000 men killed and wound- 
ed. The loss of the Russians is triple to 
ours. We have taken 500 prisoners from 

them. On the 18th, at four o'clock in 

the afternoon. General Gouvion Saint Cyr, 
commanding the 3d and 6th corps, opienea 
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on the enemy, by causing his right wing 
to be attacked by the Bavarian Division of 
Count de Wrede. The battle extended 
ihe whole length of the line, and the enemy 
were thrown into complete ront, and pur- 
sued for two leagues, as long as day-light 
permitted. Twenty pieces of cannon and 
1 ,000 prisoners have remained in the power 
of the French army. The Bavarian Ge- 
neral Deroy was wounded. 

JBailU of Valenlinap 

On the 19th, at break of day, the br^ge 
being finished,, the Marshal Duke of El- 
chingen crossed over to the right bank of 
the Borysthene, and pursued the enemy. 
At one league from the town he encoun- 
tered the last column of the enemy's rear- 
guard It was a division of 5 or 6,000 
men, stationed on fine heights. — He caused 
tbem to be attacked with the bayonet, by 
the 4th regiment of infantry of the line, 
and by the 72d ditto. The position was 
carried, and our bayonets covered the field 
of battle with dead :. 3 or 400 prisoners 

fell into our hands. The flying enemy 

retired on the second column, which was 
posted on the heights of Valentina. The 
first position was carried by the lOth of 
the line ; and towards four o'clock in the 
afternoon, the musketry fire was kept up 
against the whole of the enemy's rear- 
guard, which presented about 15,000 men. 
The Duke of Abrantes had passed the Bo- 
rysthene at % o'clock to the right of Smo- 
lensko, and he found himself close upon 
the rear of the enemy; he might, there- 
fore, by marching with his division, have 
intercepted the great road to Moscow, and 
rendered the retreat of the rear-guard dif- 
ficult : but mean-time, the other columns 
of the enemy's army which remained to be 
forced, being informed of the success, and 
of the rapidity of the first attack, returned 
back the way they came. Four divisions 
then advanced to support their rear-guard, 
and among others the divisions of grena* 
diers, which, until now, had not come 
forward, 5 or 6,000 men, cavalry, formed 
their right, whilst their left was covered 
by woods, filled with Tii'ailleurs. It was 
of the greatest consequence to the enemy to 
keep this ppsition as long as possible, it 
being a very fine one, and apparently im- 
pregnable ; on our part we attached no less 
importance to it. Thus arose the battle of 
Valentina, one of the finest feats of arms in 
our military history. — —At six o'clock in 
the evening ^he division of Gudin, which 



had been sent forward to support the third 
corps, from the inoment when we per- 
ceived the great succours that the enemy 
had sent ta his xear guard, pushed forward 
a column on the centre of the enemy's po- 
sition, supported by the division of Generai 
Ledru. After an hour's arnibat our troops 
forced the position. General Count Gudin' 
arrivmg with his division, Wa3, at the 
commencement of .the .action, struck by a - 
bullet, which carried off his thigh : he 
died gloriously. This loss was sensijily 
felt. General Gudin was. one of thotniQsr 
distinguished ofikers in the army ; he was 
estimable for his moral qualities, 9& much 
as for his bravery and intrepidity. General 
Gerard has takoi the command of the di- 
vision. We reckon that the eiiemy have 
had eight Generals killed or wounded : one 
of their Generals is taken prisoner. . On 
the following day the Emperor distiibiited 
recompenses on the field of battle to all the 
regiments which. had distinguished them- 
selves, and as the 127th, which k a new 
regiment, had behaved .itself- well, His 
Majesty granted this xegiment the right o( 
carrying an. eagle,, a privilege it had not 
before enjoyed, never having until this 
time been present in any battle. These^ 
recompenses, given on the field of. battle 
in the midst of the dead, the dying, the 
woundjed, and the. trophies of victory, af- 
forded a spectacle truly military and im- 
posing. The enemy, after this battle,, has 
precipitated his retreat in such a manner 
that on the day of the 20th our troops 
marched 20 leagues without being able to 
find the Cossacks, and ev«ry where pick* 
ing up the wounded and the stragglers. 

Our loss in the battle of Valentina 

has been 600 kUled and 2,600 wound- 
ed*. That of the enemy, as the. field 
of battle shews, is triple. Wc have 
taken 1,000, prisoners, mostly w*ounded. 

Thus the on\y two Russian divisions 

which had not suffered l>y the preceding 
combats of Mohilow, of Ostrovno, of Kras- 
noj, and of Smolensko,' have novf done it by 
the battle of Valentina. All the ioteUi- ' 
gence reived, confirms the acc^cnmt of the^ 
enemy running full drive for Moscow, ai;id 
that his army has suffered much in the pre- 
ceding engagements, and besides this ex-K 
periences a great desertion. The Poles 
say to them whien deserting, you ^wv^ aban- 
doned us without fighting, what right then 
can you have to expec,t fromu^ to remain 
under your colours ? The Russian soldiers 
of the provinces of Mohilow ai^ Smolenska 
likewise take advantage of the proximity oi, 
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their villages to desert, and return te re- 
ppse themselves in their dWn cdUnti^ies. 
The division of Gudin attacked with so 
much intrepidity, that the enemy were per- 
stladed it was the Ii^perial Guards. This 
is in one word to pronounce the finest eulogy 
on the 7th regiment of light infantry, and 
on the 112th, 21st, and I27th of the line 
who composed this division. The combat 
of Valentina may likewise be called a battle, 
as more tlian 80,000 men were ei^gaged. 
It was at least an affair of the van-guard of 

the Brst rank. General Grouchy^ who 

was sent with his corps on the route to 
Donkovichtna, found all the villages filled 
with dead and wounded, and has taken 
three carnages, containing 900 wounded. 

• The Gossacks have surprised at Leozno 

ao hospital of 200 sick Wirtemburgh 
troops, which, through negligence, had not 

been forwarded to Witepsk. For the 

restj in the midst of all these disasters^ the 
Russians never cease to chaunt Te Deums; 
they convert every thing into a victory; 
hut in spite of the ignorance and brutality 
of these people, this begins to appear ridi- 
culous to them, and even too gross.' 

Report lo the Major General. 

Monseigneur^ — I suppose that the Duke 
of Reggio will have rendered your High- 
ness ad account of the day of the 17th, cr 
at least up to the moment when his wounds 
forced him to quit the field of battle ; dur- 
ing the remamderof that day tlie troops 
continued their successes, and at nine in 
the evening the Russians were repulsed at 
every point, after having suffered the most 
considerable losses, having attempted, in 
the course of the day, six or seven attacks, 
which were repulsed with a bravery supe- 
rior to the infatuation which brought them 
thither. This affair reflects the highest 
honour on the division of Le Gr<ind, which 
was placed at the branching of the' roads to 
Jebei and to Nevil; and on the Bavarian 
corps, placed on the left bank of the Polota, 
in the tear of the village of Spas, which the 
ertemyWas determined to retake, notwith- 
standing his having been driven out of it 
five or six times ; and the 20th division, as 
also General De Wrede, who commanded 
it, have coveried themselves with glory. 
Tht Bavarian General Vincenti, who is en- 
titled to praise for the manner in which he 

conducted himself, was there wounded. 

In the evening of that d^y, I felt the neces- 
sity of attacking the enemy. I took my 
measures for making the attack on the 18th, 



at four o'clock in the afternoon. I have 
performed impossibilities to deceive the 
enemy concerning my intentions. Towards 
one o'clock I caused the equipage of the 
army, which were in the rear of Polotsk, 
to file off'bn the left bank of the Dwina, on 
the road to Oula. I made an appearafnce 
as if I would, cauke this movement to be 
covered and protected by the troops which 
Marshal the Duke of Reggio had caused to 
repass to the left bank. In the night be- 
tween the 16th and 17th, they re-united 
behind Polotsk, at the rear of the equipages, 
the division of cuirassiers arrived there 
from Semeneta, and the brigade of light 
cavalry of General Castex, from Roudina. 

At three in the afternoon the column 

and baggage had filed in sight of the tatmj^ 
and the troops above-mentioned repassed 
the Dwina with the greatest part of the 
French artillery, and entered Polotsk. 
About five o'clock all the troops and artil- 
lery were in a position to deoouche upon * 
the enemy without their even having ob- 
served our preparations. At five precisely 
all the artillery opened its fire, and our co- 
lumns of infantry debouched under its pro- 
tection to attack the enemy's left and cen- 
tre. Wrede's division debouched to the 
right of the village of Spas, and atucked 
with great bravery and skill the enemy's 
left; General Deroy's division debouched 
by the same village of Spas ; Le Grand's 
division on the left of that village, connect- 
ine itself by its left to Verdier's division, 
a brigade of which observed the enemy's 
right, which was placed upon the road of 
Gehinzeleva.< Merle's division covered the 
front of Polotsk, and part of its rear.-^^ — 
The enemy, though completely surprised, 
quite confident in their superior force 4nd 
immense artillery, composed of 180 pieces^ 
at first received our attack with infinite 
calidness and sangfroid; but in the end, 
before ni^ht, their left was completely 
forced, and their centre totally routed, after 
having defended their position with much 
bravery and great slaughter. We should 
have made a very great number of prison- 
ers, if the woods had not been so near their 
position. The enemy abandoned to us the 
field of battle, covered with an immense 
number of their kilted, 20 pieces of cai^oa 
and 1 ,000 prisoners. On our side we have 
had some killed and wounded--«aBioog>the 
latter are Generals Deroy and Raclovitsch, 
and Golonel Colonge, commanding the Ba - 

varian artillery. 1 cannot sufficiently 

eulogize Legrand, Wrede, Deroy, Raclq- 
(To be continued. J 
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III order tet w coaiitfjriMa and t^ the 
vrorld may not be deceived, doped, and cheated 
upon this snbject, I, WILLIAM COBBETT, 
«r Botiey, m ftnnpthire, pdt opon rocbrd 
the follownig.Jutsj to wit t That, on the Hth 
Jnae, 1809, the foUoving «tlde wai pub- 
li9bed in a London news-paper, eaPed the 

CouRiJBR : ^ The Mutiny amongit the LO- 

«^CAL MILITIA, which broke oet at Ely, was 
*^fmtvmMw tnppreiMd en Wednesday Mr the 
^ arri^l of fonr aqnadront of the GERMAN 
<" LEGION CAVATJtY from Beiy. under the 
^^ cdmmand of General Anckland. FWe of the 
^rlngleadefs were tried by a Conrt-Mairtial, and 
^ mitttmtd fvreedce iHXV Imhn mcky part of which 
^ pnniifameiit they received on Wedoeadhy, and 
<< a part was remitted. 4 tt9fip9g€M thtkr kmp^ 
'< 8mck$ was tlie ground of the complaint that ex- 
<^ cited this mntinons spirit, wfaid^ occasioned 
^ tiie men tosnrronnd their officers, and demand 
** what tbcar deemed tiielr arrears. The fiiat 
'' diTision or tlie Gennan Legion Wted yeetti^ 
** at Newmarket on their return to Bnir." 
That, en the 1st July, 1809. I published, in the 
Political Register, an article censuring, in tiie 
strongest terms, these proceedings; that, tbrso 
dohig, the'Attomev Generalprotecnted, as sedi* 
tious libellen, and by £x-Officio Information, 
me, and afoo my printer, my publisher, and one 
of the principal retailers of the Political Register; 
that I was braQsht to trial on ^he 15£jniiL 
1«10, and wasy by a Special Jury, that is tosa7 
^ br 12 men out of 48 appointed by tlio Matter of 
the Crown Office, found goiltyj that on the 
20th Of the fome montb, I was compelled to give 
bail for my appearance to receire judgment; 
and that, as I dune np^from Boti^ (to which 
phure I had returned to my famUrand my farm 
on tfi e evening of the 16th), a Tipstaff went 
dovm A*om London in order* to seize me, per- 
sonaUy ; tha^ on the 9th of July, i«io, I, toje- 
ther with mjr printer, publisher, and the news- 
mauy were brought rato the Court of Kuyg's 
Bench to receive judgment: that the tiiree> 
former were sentenced to be imprisoned for 
some asonths in the King^ Bench prison; that I 
was fMtenced to be imprisoned for two yean in 
Newaate, the areat receptacle for malefeton, 
and the front of which i|i the scene of numerous 
hanghws in the courae of evefy year: that the 
part of tfte prison in which I was sentenced to be 
QonfiMd is sometimes inhabited by UiaoM^ that 
Ihlons were actually in it at the Uiae I cateted 
it ; that4>ne man was taken ont of it to be tians- 
portedia about 48 hdufs after I was put intolie 
smne yard wMh hhnr ; Md that it b the i^Uce of 
cm^ement for men guUty of unnatural crimes, 
of whom there are foprin ItattfaU ttmei thatl 
betides this imprisonment, I was sentenced to 
pgr a thousand pound! TO THE KING, and to 
^e secnrl^r for my good behaviour fbrieven 
jmnf myadf m the sum of 3/»o pounds, and 
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twosnretiea in the snni of 1,000 povgdaench; 
that the whole of this aentence has been eaeented 
upon me, that I have been inprisonod the two 
years, have paid the tiionsaod pounds TO THE 
KING, and have given the bail, Timothy Brown 
aad Peter WaHrer, Es4|re. behig my sarHies; 
that the Attorney Genera] was Sir Yi^ary Gibbs, 
the Judge who sat at the trial Lord Elleaboroa|h, 
the foar Judges who sat at passing sentence SU^h 
borodgk,;Gros^ Le Blanc, aod Bailey; and that 
the jnrbn were, Thomas Rhodes of Hampstead 
Road> John Davis of Southampton Place, James 
Ellis of Tottenham Court Road, John Rirhaads 
of Bayswater, Thomas Marsham of Baker Street, 
Robert Heathcote of High Street Marylebone, 
John Maud of York Phice Marytebone, George 
Bagster of Church Terrace Paacras, Thomas 
Taytor of Red Lion Square, David Deaae of St 
John Street, WiUiam Palmer of Upper Street 
Islmgton, Henry Fayre of Pall^MaU; tiiat the 
Prime Ministers dnring the time were Spencer 
Perceval, until he was shot by John BeMfai^bnn, 
aad after that Robert B. Jenkmsoq, Eari of li- 
verpool J that the prosecution and,sentence took 
phu^ in the reign of King George tiie Third, and 
th4t, he having become insane dnrfaig my impri- 
sonment, the l/>00 pounds was paid to his soa, 
the Prince Regent, hi his behalf; that, dnring my 
imprisonment, I wrote and published 964 Essa^n 
and Letters upon politi4^ snt^ttfitl; thati darii^ 
the same time, I vras visited by persons from. 19r 
cities and towfis, maov of them as a sort of depu- 
ties from Societies orOuba ; that, at the espm^ 
tion of nty imprisonment, on thev9th of July, lait, 
a great dinner was given in London for the pur- 
pose of receivmg me, at which, dmner upwards of 
600 persons were present, ami at vrhich Sh- 
Francis Bnrdett presided \ that dinnen and other 
parties were held on the same occasion in nBoy 
other places in England; that, on my way home^ 
I was received at Alton, the first town in Hamp- 
shire, with the ringing of the Chnrch bells; that 
a- respectable company met me and gave me a 
dinger at Whschester; that I. was drawn fioar 
more than the distance of a mile into Botlev by 
the people ; that, upo|^ my arrival in the vilfoge, 
I found all the people assembled to receive me; 
that I conChtded the day by explaining to then 
the canse of niy imprisonment, and by giiing 
them clear notions respectmgthe fioggiog of the 
Local Militia-men at Ely, and respecUng the cnKr 
ployment of German Troops ; and, finsffiy, which- 
is more thaii a compensation for my lossea aad al^ 
my sufferings, I am hi Mrfect hMlth and stfeagt)^^ 
and, thoQA I miut, for the sake of six ohil^^ 
feel th6 diminutibn that has been made ia mf 
property (tlihiking it right in me to deettnetUT 
t^hw of a subseriptidn), I have the consotation to 
see growing op three sons, upon whose hearts, 1 
trust, all these facts will be- engraven. 

Wm. COBBETT. 
B^%, Jaty«3,l81«. 



^^^^^ ^'^^GSHAW, Biydgei^tr^t, Covent-Garden. 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



COBBETTS WEEKLY POLITICAL REGISTER. 



I lfI,W„'.f 



Vot^xiai. N<Ki4.i 



LONDON, SATURDAY, OCTOBER 3, 1812. [Price Is. 



M 



as 



*J7]--— r ^ 

DlSSOLtiriDN OF PARLIAMENT. 

; niM44moui« diat prime thing, called i| 
pnerat tttclion^ is at liaiul. Nqw, then, 
nhat talk we Sfuill ^ear alMviC the glorious 
Constitmii4in ! Now the glorious prlvilece 
of EoglishmeD is about to be exercised ! 
A fci^nd advisea ode to make an appeal to 
the virtue, to the pubiic spirit of the ptopU 
upon this occasioa. I will dp-jao -such 
tiling. I will practise no sych (]dusioii. 
i will do nothing that shall tend to m'^ke 
any human Eieing believe, ihkt ihe people's 
Voice is expressed by the tools of the Bo- 
toagh-mongers. But I will do that which 
will1)e much more suitable to the occasion, 
as well as xQore consistent with truth and 
sincerity, and more likely to produce good 
to the country : I will here call to the ri- 
cbllection of the public, and will place be- 
fore them, not mj own opinions upon tl^e 
state of the r^resentation as it now is ; 
but the opinions of others, together with 
some facts, which, though already pretty 
generally known, can never be too oftei^ 
repeated ; facts, which ought ahwys to be 
kept alive in the mind of every man in 
everv country, where there is one spark of 
the love of real liberty existing. I shall 
begin viriih giving, in their own words, the 
opinions of men, for some one or other of 
whom almost every reader will be found to 
entertahi respect. 

Blackstonb and Locke, 
As it is essential to the very J>eingof Par- 
liament that Elections should be free, there- 
fere, all undue influences upon the electors 
ire illegal, and strongly prohibited; for 
Mr« Locke ranks it amongst those breaches 
of trust in the executive magistrate, which, 
according to his notions, amounts to a dis- 
solution of government, if he employ the 
force, treasure, and offices of the socie^ to 
corrupt the representatives, or openly to 
pre-oigage the electors, and prescribe what 
manner of persons shall be chosen; for, 
thi9 to regulate, candidates and electors, 
and n^w-modei the ways of election, what 
is it but to cut 'up ^he' gpvemment by the 
roott, and poisoh the very founuin of pub* 



[41«. 

lie security. — JSlachione's CommeniarUsMi, 
the Laws of England^ Book L Chap. ^ 

jCAkL Mitlmave. 
But, my lords, there h another kind of 
incapacity worse than this ; I mean that of 
parliament-men's having such places in t,hft 
exchequer, as the very pra6t of them de- 
pends on the money given to t^e Kiiig'ja 
parliament. Would any of your lordships . 
intrust a man to make a bargain /of you^* 
whose ^ery interest is to make you give as 
much as he possibly can? It puts, me in 
mhid of ai lirce where an actor holds a dia* 
logue with himself, first speaking in one 
tone, and then answering himself in an- 
other.^ iEor/ Mulgrayt's Speech^ in the 
House of lords f Dec^^ 169^. 

TflE Great Loto Chatham^ 
Mr. Pitt, when contending' for* a Reform 
in Parliament, fh {782, told Che House,^ 
thai be personally knew, that it was the 
opinion of his £uber, that, ^' without recur-, 
nng to first principles in this respect, and 
estaSblishinflr a more 4olid and equal repr^ 
sentatlon of*4he people, by whidi the pro- 
per consti^utionai connexion should be re- 
vived, this nation, with the best capacities 
for grandeur and happiness of auy on the 
face of the earth, must be confounded with 
the mass of those whose liberties were lost 
in the corruption of the pe6ple«'* 

Mr. Pitt. 
The defect of representation is the na« 
tioual disease ; and unless you apply a re- 
medy directly to that disease, you must in- 
evitably take the consequences with which 
it is pregnant. Wltlu^t a Parliamentary 
Reform the nation will be plunged into new- 
wars ; without a Parliamentary Reform you 
cannot be safe against bad ministers, nor. 
can even good ministers be of use to you. 
No honest man can, according to the pre-^ 
seqt svstem, continue minister. — Mr. PiU*s 
Speech^ 1782. 



Mr. Fox. 
The whole of this system, as it is now 
carried on, is as outrageous to morality as it 
O 
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is pernicious to just government ; it gives a 
scandal to our character, which not merely 
degrades the Heuse of Cpmmons in the 
eyes of the people, but it does more ; it 
undermines the very principles of integrity 
in their hearts, and gives a fashion jEo dis* 
honesty and imposture. They hear of a 
person giving or receiving four or five thou- 
sand pounds as the purchase-money of a 
seat for a close borough ; and they hear the 
vieiry man who received and p«it ittto his 
pocket the money, make a loud and vehe- 
ment speech in this House against Bribery ; 
and they see him, perhaps, move for the 
commitment to prison of a poor unfortunate 
vrrfelch at your bar, who has been convicted 
of taking a single guinea for his vote in the 
very borough, perhaps, where he had pub- 
licly and unblushingly sold his influence, 
though that miserable guinea was necessary 
to save a family from starving under the 
horrors of a war which he had contributed 

to bring upon the country 

These are the things that paralyze you to the 
heart : these are the things that vitiate the 
whole system, that spread degeneracy, hy- 
pocrisy^i and sordid fraud over the country, 
and take from us the energies of virtue, and 
sap the foundations of patriotism and spirit. 
--Mr.Fcx's speech^ 1797. 

Mr.CRiY (now Earl Grey). 
Has the House of Commons shown either 
▼igilance of inquiry, or independence of 
spirit? Have they investigated the origin 
oif their misfortunes, or checked ministers 
in their ruinous career ? Nay, the very re- 
verse. In a war remarkable only for mis- 
fortune, and dbtinguished on our part sole- 
ly by disgrace, they have suffered ministers 
to go on from failure to failure, adding 
misfortune to misfortune, and madness to 
folly, without either investigation or in- 
quiry. — As a remedy for ^hese evtls, Mr. 
Grey recommepded * a Reform of.Parlia- 
*~ment ; and to obviate the charge of mak- 
. * ing complaints without prescribing some 

* specific mode of relief, he proposed, that 

* instead of 92 county members there should 
^ be 113, and that the right of voting 

* should be extended to copyholders and 

* leaseholders, who arc bound to pay rent 

* for a certain number of years. To pre- 
^ vent compromises, he proposed that every 

< county should be divided into grand divi- 

* sions, each of which should return a re- 

< presenlative. He also proposed, that the 

* remaining 400 tnenabers should be retum- 

* cd by householdtn.' — Mr. Greys Speech 
in 1707. 



Mr. BuRKi. 

In a speech upon that infamous job, the 
MUfob of Arcoi's debts j on the 28th of Feb. 
1785, after having described Paul Bcn- 
FiELD as *' a criminal, who ought long 
*' since to have fattejued the. region. kites 
'^ with his offal," says, that his agent, Ri- 
chard Atkinson, had kept ''a sort of 
" public office, or counting- hdifla^, where^ 
*' i/te whole business of the last general 
^\electian y^as managed.'^ It wai,'* said 
he, " openly managed by ^he direct agent 
•' and alioTney of Benfield," And theii he 
says, that, as an inden^nification for this, 
*' the claims of Benfield and his crew were 
** put above all inquiry,'* 

These facts were very notorious at the 
time; but, when Mr. Burke afterwards ob- 
tained from the same minister( Pitt) a pension 
of three thousand pounds a year for life, 
with remainder of one half to his wife ; 
then he treated the reformers with more 
severity than he had treated Paul Ben- 
field. 

These opinions, and these assertions of 
Burke, are, however, of less weight than 
the statement made by the ^' Friends ej 
" the People^*' in 1793, in the form of a 
Petition to the House of Commons itself. 
Amongst those Gentlemen, who called their 
Society " the Friends of the People," were 
the present Duke of Bedford, Mr. Sheridao, 
Mr. Whitbread, Mr. Grey (i?ow Earl Grey), 
Mr. Tiemey, Lord Lauderdale, Sir Arthur 
Pigot, Mr. l)udley North, General Tarlc- 
ton, Sir Ralph Milbank, and many others, 
amongst whoni were 27 members qT par- 
liament. The Petition was presentea by 
Mr. Grey {now Earl Grey) who pledged 
hhnself to prove t!ie truth of the nets al- 
leged in it. It was received by the House; 
no man attempted to deny the truth of its 
contents ; but, it was never taken iato ooo- 
sideratiou ; and there it lies, unacted upon 
and unanswered, to this day. This u the 
document, which I am now about to insert, 
and to every part of which I beg leave t» 
solicit the reader's attention. 

" Authentic Copy of a Petition pra^ia^ 
for a Rtform in J\iriiament^ presented 
to the House of Commons by Charles 
Grey, Esq. on Monday^ 6th May^ 1705. 

<^ To the Honourable the ComiDoiis of 
Great Britain in Pariiftment asiembled. 

$heweth, 
" That by the form and spirit of the 
British constitution, the Kiag is rested 
with the sole execotire power.— —That 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



4tl} 



OGTOfil^ S, IM^—Dissoluiion ef Parliament. 



£424 



tlie House of Lords consists of lords spi- 
rkfaal and tenporalf deriving their titles 
and consequence either from the crown, or 

from hereditary privileges. That these 

two powers, if th^y acted without con- 
trol, would Ibrm either a despotic mo- 
narchy, or a dangerous oligarchy. Tliat 

the wisdom x>F our ancestors hath contrived, 
that these authorities may be rendered not 
only harml^s, but beneficial, and be ex- 
ercised for the security and happiness of 
tlie people* That this security and hap- 
piness are to be looked fqr in the intro- 
duction of a third estate, distinct from, 
and a check upon the other two branches 
of the legislature; created by, repnesent- 
iag, and responsible to, the people them- 
selves. That so much depending upon 

the preservation of this third estate, in 
such its constitutional purity and strength, 
your Petitioners are reasonably jealous of 
whatever may appear to vitiate the one, 

or to impair the other. That at the 

present day the House of Commons does 
not fuUv and fairly represent the people of 
England, which, consistently with what 
your Petitioners conceive to be the nrin* 
ciples of the constitution, they consider as 
a grievance, and therefore, with all be- 
coming respect, lay their complaints be- 
fiye your honourable House. — ^ — That 
though the terms in which your petitioners 
state their grievance may be looked upon 
as strone, yet your honourable House is 
entreated to believe that no expression is 

made use of for the purpose of ofience. 

Your Petitioners in affirming that your 
honourable HoUse is not an adequate re- 
presentation of the people of England, 
do but state a fact, which, if the word 
** Representation" be accepted in its fair 
and obvious sense, they are ready to prove, 
and which they think detrimental to their 
interests, and contrary to the spirit of the 

constitution.- How far this inadec^uate 

repi:esentation is prejudicial to their in- 
terests, your Petitioners apprehend they 
may be allowed to decide tor themselves ; 
but how far it is contrary to the spirit of 
the constitution, they refer to the consi- 
deration of your honourable House.— -If 
your honourable House shall be pleased to 
determine that the people of England ought 
not to be fully represemed, your Petition-* 
trs pmy that such your determination may 
be made known, to the end that the people 
may be apprized of their real situation ; 
but if y^r honourable House shall con- 
ceive that the peo|de are already faUy re- 
presented, then yjiur Pititloners beg Uave 



to call your attention to the following facts : 

Your Petitioners complain, that the 

number of representatives assigned to the 
different counties is grossly disproportioned 
to their comparative extent, population, 

and trade. Your Petitioners complain, 

that the elective franchise is so partially 
and unequally distributed, and is in so 
many instances committed to bodies of men 
of such very limited numbers, that the 
majority of your honourable House is elect- 
ed by less than fifteen thousand electors^ 
which, even if the male adults in the king- 
dom be estimated at so low a number as 
three millions, is not more than the two 
hundredth part of the people to be repre- 
sented. Your Petitioners complain, 

that the right of voting is regulated by no 

uniform or rational principle. Your 

Petitioners complain, that the exercise criF 
the elective franchise i| only ren^ewed once 

in seven years. ^YouV Petitioners thus 

distinctly state the subject matter of their 
complaints, that your honourable House 
may be convinced that they are acting from 
no spirit of general discontent, and that 
you may with the more ease be enabled la 
inquire into the facts, and to apply the 

remedy. For the evidence in support 

of the first complaint, your Petitioners refer 
to the return book of your honourable 

House. Is it fitting, that Rutland and 

Yorkshire should bear an equal rank in 
the scale of county representation; 4st 
can it be right, that Cornwall alone 
should, by its extravagant proportion of 
borough members, outnumber not only 
the representatives of Yorkshire and Rut- 
land together, but of Middlesex added Co 
them ? Or, if a distinction be^taken be* 
tween the landed and the trading interests, 
most it not appear monstrous that Cornwall 
and Wiltshire should send more borough 
members to parliament, than Yorkshiie, 
Lancashire, Warwickshire, Middlesex, 
Worcestershire, and Somersetshire united? 
and that the total representation of all 
Scotland should but exceed by ' one 
member, the number returned for a single 

county in England? The second com* 

plaint of your Petitioners is founded ^n the 
unequal proportions in which the elective 
franchise is dbtributed, and in support of 

it. They affirm, that seventy of your 

honourable members aie returned by thirty- 
five places, where the right of voting is' 
vested in burgage and other tenures oT a 
similar description, and in which Jt would 
be to trifle with the patience of your ho- 
nourable House, to mention any number 
02 
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of voters ivhatevcr, die ekctiopt al tbc 
placies alluded to being notoriously a mere 
nutter of foroi. And this your Petition^ 

eis are ready to prove* rThey affirm 

that in addition to the seventy honourable 
members so choseoi ninety more of your 
honourable members «re elected by forty- 
six places, in none of which the number of 
voters exceeds fifty. And this your Pe- 
titioners arc ready to pneve. rThey 

afi&rm, that in addition to thrAnuidre^ and 
sixty so elected, thirty-seven more of your 
hoBpurabki members are elected by mat- 
teen placet, in none of which the nmnber 
of voters exceeds one hundred. And this 

your Petitioners are ready to prove. 

They affirm, that in addition to the hun- 
dred and ninety* seven honourable members 
so chosen, fifty- two more. ar« returned to 
serve in parliament, by twenty-six places, 
in none«f which the number of voters ex- 
ceeds two hundred. And this your Peti- 
tioners are ready to prove. They af- 
firm, that in addition to the two hundred 
and brty-nine so elected, twenty more are 
itiumed to serve in parliament for coun- 
ties in Scotland by less thaa cue hundred 
electors eacb» and ten for counties in Scot- 
land by less than two hundred aud fifty 
each. And this your Petitioners are ready 
to prove, even admitting the' validity of 
fictitious vote^.— : — -They affirm, that in 
addipon tp the two hundred and seventy-^ 
iiipe so elected, thirteen districts of buqps 
in Scotland, oxk containing one. hundred 
voters each, and two districts of burghs, 
not containing one hundred and twenty-five 
each, return fifteen more honourable mem- 
bers. And this your Petitioners. are ready 
to prove,-^ And in this manner, accord- 
ing to the present state of the representa- 
tion, two hundred and ninety-foor. of your 
honourable members are chosen, and, be* 
ing a majority of the entire House of Com- 
mons, are enabled to decide all questions 
in the naime of the whole people of Eng- 
land .and Scotland. The third com- 
plaint of your Petitioners is founded on the 
present complicated rights of voting. From 
the. caprice with whtcK they have been 
varied, and the obscurity in which they 
have become involved by time and con- 
tradictory decisions, they are become a 
source of infinite confitsien, litigation, and 

expense.^ Your Petitioners need not 

tender any evidence of the inconveniences 
which arise from this defect in .the repre- 
sentation, because the proof is to be found 
in your journals, and; the^jmnutes of the 
diHerent <:^HU|fl^SSsAi9 Ibave beco 3^ 




pointed under the 10th and. Ilth of thm, 
King, Yovr honourable House is but ton 
wellacquainted with the tedious, iotrical^. 
and expensive soeoas o| litigaMon which 
have been brought before yoy, in attempt** 
ing to settle the kgal import of those mh* 
merous distinctions whidi perolex and 
confMmd the present rights of voting 
How many oopiths of your vakiable time: 
have hem wasted io listeniof %9k li». 
wraaglmg of lawyers upon the various epo* 
cies of burgpigfthold, leasehold, aoA fma^ 
hold I How m$f^ c«mmttteeft have bemi 
occupied in investigating tho nature of aeea. 
and lot, pot wallersi comm#nilty, popu*' 
lacy, resiant inhabitants, and inhahUanta. 
at lairge ! What lahKir and rou^nskbmm 
been employed in endeavouring to ascer- 
tain the ieipd claims of boroogh-mea, al*. 
dcrmco^ port men, select men, burgesses^ 
and cooncil-menl And what confusi«r 
has arisen from the complicated openuioft 
of clashing charters, from fttemen resident 
and non-resident, and from the diffinrent 
modes of obtainiag. the freedom of coc^ 
poratioM by fairth, by servitude, by main 
riage, by redemptioot by electioiH and- 
by purchase! On all these points it im 
however needless fcr. yocur Petitioners toi 
enlarge, when your honourable House 
recollects ^ the felhmiag facts ; . Bamelx«» 
that since the tweniy-seosad oE. Decembec 
170O, no less than twentyrone conmiitteea 
have been employed in deciding upon lb-» 
tigated righu of voting* Of these, eigh» 
were occupied with the. disputes of three 
boroughs, and there are petitions from 
four olacea yet remaining before, youcbe* 
nourable House, waiting for a final decisifla 
to inform the. electors what their righm 

really are. But the complaint of your 

Petitioners on. the subject of the vrant oi 
an uniform and equitable principle inie* 
gulating the right of voting, extoads as 
well to the arbitrary manner in. which 
some are excluded, as to the intricate qwH 
lifications by which others are admitted t» 
the exercise of that privilege*-^ — Aeligioos 
opinioi^ create an mqqpacity to vole. Ail 
Papbts are excluded gpierally, andy by 
the operation or <he test laws, Protestant 
Dissemers are deprived of a voice in the 
election of representatives in about thtitf 
boroughs, where the ri|^t of votis^ it 
confined to corporate officers alone; a de« 
privation the more unjustifiable, bccmsi^ 
though considered as unworthy to vflc^ 
thev are deemed capable of bek« fUtxui, 
and may be the repraentttives oftlie very 
places for which thqr ar| disfudiM ftcil 
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Mng the teleccon. A ttm possessed 

«! one tlMmsaod pounds p«r aimtiitt, or aAy 
odwr miiti, arhing frc^ eopytiold, lease- 
Mdfcroiaaty-iiiiie years, tfide, prdperty 
ifif tbe public fiaids, or cvtn fr^faold in 
the city of LcndoD, atid many other cities 
and towns bariDg pectiHat* jurisdictions, is 
not thereby enfiUed to Tote. Here again a 
strange distinction Is taken between elect- 
ing and representing, as a copybdd is a 
siffeient <|nalifioation to sit iti yoor hoilonr^ 
iUe, Ifonse* — ^— A men paying taxes to 
any aaodnt, how great so^er, for his dto^ 
nettle establishment) does not thereby obtain 
fi right to vote, unless hSs residence be in 
some^borongh where that nght is vested hi 
Ihe mhabitants. This exception operates 
in sixty places; of Which twenty-eight do 
not contain three hundred voters each, and 
At number of hoosehdders in England 
and Wales (exclusive of Scotland), who 

Cy all taxes, is 714,911, and of house- 
Iders who pay all taxes, but the house 
and window taxes, is S84,4B9, as appears 
by a return made to your honourable House 
in 1765 ; so that even Supposing the sixty 
(taces above- mentiened' to leontain, one 
with another, toe thousand voters in each, 
there will remam 939,870 iKNiseholders 
wiio have no voice in^ the repfesentatioh, 
unless they have <^taitied It by accident o^ 
by ndrdtaSe. Neither their contributfons 
to tht ptiblib burdens, ttieir peaceable de- 
inealioor as good subjects, ndi* their general 
itspectability and merits as useful citizens, 
MatiA them, as tht law now stands, the 
aifialkM pretensions to participate in the 
choiccf of those, who, iinder the name of 
A«ir itpresentattves, nlay dispose of their 

fartudesandKberties. InSeofland, Che 

grievance arising from the nature of the 
fights of votuig, has a diflerenc and still 
more intolerable operation. In that great 
and popidons division of the kingdom, not 
Mfty the great ibass df the householders, 
but of the landholders also, are excluded 
ft^om all participation in the choice of re- 
presentatives. By the rdnah^ of the feu- 
dal svstem In the counties, the vote is se- 
^trca from the land, and attached to what 
h called the superiority. In other words, 
it Is taken from tfie substance, and trans- 
Jbrred to the shadow; because, though 
each of these stiperiorities must, with very 
Kyr exceptions, arise from laiids of the 
l^ent annual value of four hundred pounds 
^^ing, yet it is not necessary that the 
hikis should do no more than ^ve a name 
to the superiority, the possessor of which 
mf retain the ri^t of voting notwith- 



standing lie be divested of the property. 
And on the other hand, great landholders 
have the means afforded them by the same 
system, of addmg to their influence, witit- 
out expense to themselves, by communi- 
cating to^hdr confidential friends the pri- 
vilege of electing members to serve in par- 
liament. The process by which this ope- 
tfttion is performed is simple. He who 
wishes to increase the number of his de- 
pendent votes, surrendet^ his charter to 
the crown, and, parcelling out his estate 
iHto as many lots of four huiidred pounds 
per ailnum, as may be convenient, con- 
veys them to such as he can confide in. 
To these, new charters are, upon applica- 
tion, granted by the crown, so as to erect 
each of them into a superiority, which 
privilege once obtained, the land itself fs 
reconveyed to the original granter ; and 
thus the representatives of the landed in- 
terest in Scotland may be chosen by thosb 
' who have no real or beneficial interest in 

the land. Such is the situation in which 

the counties of Scotland are placed. With 
respect to the burghs, every thing that 
bears even the semblance of popular choice, 
lias long been done away. The elecdon of 
members to serve in Parliament is vested 
In the magistrates and town councils, who, 
having by various innovations, constituted 
themselves into self elected bodies, in- 
stead of officers freely chosen by the inha- 
bitants at large, have deprived the people 
of all participation in that privilege, the 
free exercise of which affords the only se- 
curity they can possess for the ptt>tectiofi 

of their liberties and property. The 

fourih and last complaint of your Petition- 
ers is the length of the duration of Par- 
liament. Your honourable House knows, 
that by (he ancient laws and statutes of this 
kingdom frequent pariiamems ought to be 
field ; and that the snrth of William and 
Mary, c. 2. (since repealed) Speaking 
while the spirit of the revolution was yet 
warm, declared, that " frequent and new 
parliaments tend very much to the happy 
uniofi and good agreement between king 
and people ; and enacted, that no parlia- 
ment should last longer than three years. 
Your Petitioners, vrithout presuming to 
add to such an authoritv by any observa- 
tions of theii: own, humbly pray that par- 
liaments may not be continued for seven 

vears. Your Petitioners have ilius laid 

before you the specific ground of complaint, 
from which they conceive every evil in the 



repres^tation to sprmg, 



and on which 



they think every abuse and inconvenience 
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k founded. What those abu8e3 are, 

and how great that iucodvenieDce is^ it 
becomes your Petitioners to state, as the 
Jbest means of justifying their present ap- 
plication to your honourable House.-- — 
Your Petitioners then affirm, that from 
the combined operation of the defects they 
have pointed out, arise those scenes of con- 
fusion, litigation, and expense, which so 
disgrace the name, and that extensive sys- 
tem of private patronage which is so re- 
pugnant to the spirit of free representa- 
tion, — ^Your Petitioners entreat of yeur 
iionourable House to consider the manner 
in which elections are conducted, and to 
reflect upon the extreme inconvenience to 
which electors are exposed, and the into- 
lerable expense to which candidates are 

subjected. Your honourable House 

knows that tumults, disorders, outrages, 
and perjury, are too often the dreadful at- 
tendants on contested elections, as at this 

thne carried un. Your honourable 

House knows that polls are only uken in 
one fixed place for each county, city, and 
borough, whether the number of voters be 
(en or ten thousand, and wliether they be 

resident or dispersed over England. 

Your honourable House knows that polls, 
however few the electors, may by law be 
continued for fifteei^ days, and even then 
be subjected to a scrutiny. Your ho- 
nourable House knows that the manage- 
ment and conduct of polls is committed 
to reluming officers, who, from the very 
nature of the proceedings, must be invest- 
ed with extensive and discretionary pow- 
ers, and who, it appears by every volume 
of your journals, have but too often exer- 
cised those powers with the most gross 
partiality, and the most scandalous corrup- 
tion. Of elections, arranged with such 

Kttle regard to the accommodation of the 
parties, acknowledged to require such a 
length of time to complete, and trusted 
to the superintendence of such suspicious 
agents, your Petitioners might easily draw 
out a detail of the expense. But it is 
unnecessary* The fact is too notorious 
to require proof, that scarce an instance 
can be produced where a member has 
obtained a disputed seat in parliament at a 
less cost than from two to Rye thousand 
pounds; particular c^ses are not wanting 
where ten times these sums have been paid ; 
but it is sufficient for your Petitioners to 
affirm, and to be able to prove it if denied, 
that such is the expense of a contested re- 
tui*n, that he who should become a candi- 
date with eren greater fund^ than the laws 



require him to s^rear to as hi^ qoalifiaaioQ 
to sit in your honourable House, must 
either relinquish his pretensions, on the ap^ 
pearance of opposition, or so reduce his 
fortune in the content, that he could not 
take his seat without perjucy. ^The re- 
vision of the original polls before the com- 
mittees of your honourable House, upoQ 
appeals from the decisions of the returning 
officers, affords a fresh source of vexatioo 
and expense to all parties. Your hooaur- 
able House knows, that the complicfitcd 
rights of voting* and the shameful prac- 
tices which disgrace electioa proceedings, 
have so loaded your table with Petitions 
for judgm^t and redress, that one half of 
the usual duration of a parliament has 
scarcely been sufficient ta settle who is en- 
titled to sit for the other half; and it was 
not till within the last two months^ that 
your honourable House had an opportimity 
of discovering, that the two gentlemen, 
who sat and voted near three years as the 
representatives of tlie borough of Stock- 
bridge, had procured them^ves to be 
elected by the most scandalous bribery; 
and that the two gcntlem^, who sat and 
voted during as long a. period for the bo* 
rough of Great Grimsby, k^d not been 

elected at all. Intruth, all th^ mischieis 

of the present system of, repcescotaiion are 
ascertained by the difficulties which evca 
the zeal and wisdom of yoi^r honourable 
House experi^ce in attending to the va- 
riety of complaints brought before you* 
Thoujch your committee sit Ave hours every 
day from the time of their appointment, 
they generally are unable to come ta a de-. 
cision in less than a fortnight, and vtrf 
frequently are detained from thirty to forty 
days. The Westminster case in 1780, 
will even furnish your honourable House 
with an instance, where, after deliberating 
forty-five days, an:ommittee gravely re- 
solved, that, ** From au attentive consi- 
deration of tlie circumstances relating to the 
cause, a final decision of the business befart 
ihem could not take place in the course of 
the session, and that not in^n'obably tb« 
whole of the parliament" (havii^ at that 
time near two years longer to sit) ^' might 
be consumed in a tedious and expensive li^ 
ligation ;" and they recommended it to the 
Petitioners to withdraw their Petition, 
which, after a fruitless perseverance of 
above thr^ months, they were actually 

obliged to submit to. Your Petitioners 

will only upon this subject farther add, 
that the expense to each of the parties who 
have been either plaintiff or defendant ia 
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yardet, with, two battalioiia of the dlsff 
stopped the enemy's pursuit, and caused 
the Russians to repass the ravine, who had 
crossed it in pursuing the battalion of the 
108th.r— ^Whilst these things were pass** 
ing on the right, I gave orders to General 
Frederick, whodefraded the dtboucbe of 
the mat road with much vigour, to cause 
one battalion of the 108th. and so^ie com- 
panies of the 85th, to pass the defile and 
charge the enemy's. cannon. This move- 
ment,, which was executed with great pre- 
cision, and directed by Colood Achard^: of 
ike lOSih regiment, had. a great e0ect on 
the motions of the enemy's left, which 
found itself obliged to make a retrograde 
movement. The battalion commanded by 
Colonel Achard had taken prisoners oiie of 
the enemy's battalions, but which was 
afterwards delivered. The Colonel was 
wounded by a ball across his arm, and 
could not sustain himself on the heights 

which he had occupied. The enemy 

had caused a considerable body to advance, 
iormed in a close column, again to under- 
take forcing the defile of the bridge. This 
found itself in the direction of. the Chef 
D'£scadron Polmey, who had stopped it 
t>y a very lively fire, and caused it ^ sus- 
tain a great loss. The enemy's number in 
dead, which at this.|)oi^ was. very consi- 
derable, -was thereby doubled. ^The ac-^ 

tion was continued with great.heat on both 
sides, and with a great ipferiority on our 

side. The other troops were in rwcrve 

on our right, where it was to be presumed 
that the enemy would bring forward his 
fierce, and more especially his numerous 
cavalry. Towards six o'clock in the even- 
rag all my recnunoitriag parties on the right 
not having seen the enemy, ,the troops 
vfhiCtk had been there kept in reserve, and 
'in particular the llith, were directed to 
take the great road. General Frederick 

received orders to renew his attack*: A 

battalion of the 35th,. which since f yening 
had been placed at the extremity of the 
right wing, and one of the 61st, attacked 
the left of the enemy. The two attacks 
were attended with success. The enemy 
drew back his artillery, and his troops fol- 
lowed the movement at all points. -The 

11 1th regiment and the 61st of the 5th di- 
viskm, led by General Compans, were 
charged to pursue the enemy as far as No- 
vosideke ; the night ]mt an end to the pur- 
SBit at this place. .1 owe the greatest eulo- 
fiums to the conduct of the troops, and 
particularly to that of the 85th regiment. 
Kot one soldier ever quitted his post to con* 



duct the wounded, and bodi the young^sd-* 
diers smd the old ones have shewn the 
greatest valour. The anciebt soldiers have 
given their youthful comrades the honour- 
able testimonial of not having any conscripts 

more in their regiments. The loss of 

the enemy has been great. They left more 
than 1,^00 dead on the field of battle, ex* 
elusive of leaving 4,000 wounded, 7 or 800 

of whom have remained in our bands. 

Our loss, according to the state of the corp^, 
amounts to 900 men killed, wounded, and 

made prisoners. 1 reiterate the ei^logies 

which 1 owe to the conduct of General 
Frederick, to all the Officers of the General 
Staff, who have paid well in their persons. 
One of them, Aid-de-Camp to General 

Haxo, was killed. 1 take advantage of 

this occasion to beg your Highness would 
request his Majesty to grant recompenses to 
several of them, and herewith join the state 
of them to that of the officers, sub-officers, 
and privates of the 4th and 6th div»ions» 
who have merited to be cited with distinc-^ 
tion, I solicit your Highness to lay these 
statepieuts before his Majesty, and to re^ 
quest his favour in their behalf. 
1 am, &c. &c. 
The Marshal Pbiuci D'£ckiiuhl. 



Report oftfi€ Gtntral Si^faftfu Jusiri&m 
Army. 

The enemy, forced into the defile of Ka« 
sibrad, marched the whole of' the night, 
betweeii the 10th and ilth, towards Horo^' 
deteka ; he was joined on his retreat by the" 
troops which he had drawn from Kobryn,' 
as likewise by the detachment of Kuorring, 
and alter having passed the defile of Horo-' 
detska, he placed himself on the heights 

beyond that place. The right flank and 

the IVoiit of this position were covered by t 
Oiorass, which was impassable for more than- 
a thousand paces in breadth, and left oniy^ 
two points open to get at the enemy ^ that 
is the dike, which at Horodeiaka forms the . 
post road. This post is near to that of Po- 
dubno, its left touched this last village, and 
he had cut up, by his artillery, the entrance - 
to the two defiles. — ^ On the llih I 
marched to Horodetzka, and occupied the 
head of the defile : the 7th corps, reinforced 
by two regiments of cavalry and two batte-' 
ries upon Czaba. They reconnoitred the* 
enemy. The reports of prisoners and de- 
serters sute their force at 50,000. They 
ceruinly were at least 35,000, with 60 
pieces of cannon. Tormasow commanded^ 
in person. General Regnier, who was 
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^kupA witb ttoannoitriag tlM kfi of the 
tmKOff fiMind that tbey had neglecttd to 
oocupf Poduhno, and tJut xbmr left vring 
was ooatCDi with observing a wood through 
which Che road passes from Siewsien to 
Kobryn, in pkce of leaning upon that town. 
He made haste in taking advantage of this 
double fault, in taking possession oi Podub- 
no, with a division of chasseurs; and it 
was agreed between us, that he should de- 
bouch with the 7th corps, and reinforce- 
meots which I had assigned him, by the 
wood to attack and turn the eaemy's left, 
whilst! should support bis movements by 
feigned attacks upon Horodetzka and Po- 
dubno« At the same time, Sieginthal's di- 
visioUf previously detached to Malttz, 
leaving a battalion and some cavalry to ob- 
serve that part, to protect our rear, and 
QQOceal our. march from the enemy, re- 
joinad the corps d'arm^e, and Wat placed 
in reserve of the 7tfa near Szabra.-^- — On 
the l^h, we remarked at break of day^ 
that the enemy, from whom none of our 
novementf could be concealed, because 
they ^ occupied the commanding heights, had 
placed the greater part of their forces op- 
posite the debouche of Podubno, and whilst 
the 7th corps, to which was joined L^en- 
burg's brigade, commenced its movements 
towards th^ wood upon its left, and hast ilv 
Ibrmed Vith the second line a parallel flanlc 

to the debouches from that wood. ^About 

toK in the morning, the 7th corps reached 
^e skirts of the wood^ and rapidly ad- 
vanced to gain the ground necessary for 
diploying, which it effected in the greatest 
<)rder ui^r a cominual and dreamul fire 
finom the enemy, who, on his part, did not 
ceaae to Veinfesce and extend their iank, 
that it touched our right, which took from 
ne all h^ o£ turaing it, reducmg ail our 
^orts to repulse their reiterated attacks, 
9nd driving themi back upon their centre. 

m The battle autckly became general at 

f lofaditcva, Pudubno, and upon all the 
fight. It was contested with ^eat slaugh- 
tor ; the enemy redoubled their efibrts dmi 
«iade several very brisk attacks to drive us 
ilftio the wood; they were constant^ re- 
puted withi loss; I seized the critical mo« 
Sient» Hvhen their attack upo» our right was 
Mdaest, to pass over the marsh, which 
they fopsiderad impractkaUe, a battalion 
^ GoUoredov abovo and on the ^ght of 
Fodttbno* This baitaUoB efibcted its pas* 
aage in koot^ up to their knees in mm^ 
miihk the oppooite heights, and impetu- 
«ttily altaded the eaemy who were on ita 
This unevpoetiid attaek oa the 



Sank fiidlitated that oF oue riffht, vf^A, 
quickly .itkaSanscd by tbr 9d battalioii of 
CMloredo, was not long in repukii^ the 

enemy 4o the height of Podubno. They 

neverthdess attempted, « the extremity of 
the kft, a last efiMt, and made- with i 
mass of cavalryi very superior, • a dernier 
attack upon that of our right, whil^ fottly 
expected it, and whilst the Aestrian cavalry 
took them in fladc. Polenta's Saxon brigade 
charged them in firont, and instantly drove 
them behind Uieir infantry. Night put an 
end to the battle; the enemy took advaatife 
of it to file off his artillery and main part 
of his iTQopt upon Kobryn, and abandoned 
to us the field of battle; another hour's 
day-light, they would have iost-their com* 
mtmication and been droVe upon the 
marshes.-*-" — On the 13th I pursued, vriA 
all the cavalry and light artillery, the eiie«^ 
my^s van-guard, composed pf from 7 t6 
8^000 cavalry, and dismounted chasseurs, 
with some artillery. We found upon the 
field of battle a great number of dead and 
dying, and notwithstanding the celerity of 
our pursuit, we could not reach the rear* 
guani till near the vflUge of Slrichou, 
where it made a demonstration df defending 
itself; but they were instantly overthrown, 
and' owed their salvation alone to the 
ourshei, which in these countries intersect 
in a parallel direotion from place to place 
theii' roads, and form so many defiks, that 

it is impossible to come near them.- 

About 4tfie o'clock we arrived at Kobryn; 
the enemy had deployed a nunKraui cavalry 
before that town ; some discharge of artil- 
lery were sufiident to drive them away. 
On retiring, they set fire to the bridge of 
Muchaven ; our tirallenrs arrived hr sufi* 
eient time to preserve it.-^— ^Bianchi's H* 
vision occupies Kobryn; the 7th corps h 
encamped on the ririit; ^ Austrians on 
the left of that town, behind the Muchaven; 
the 0Bemy are in fuH retreat towards Ratno 
and iia mardies.---*— The diflb^ent reports 
not having reached me, I cannot very exact- 
ly estimate the eaemy's loss. It at lent 
amounts to 3|000 men killed and wounded, 
and 600 prisoners; that on our side coesists 
of 1 ,000 men killed or wounded. 



Siraeiag^ mar Kobr^n^. A^tf. ll!» Idit. 
Meports from the Staff of the Tth Cerfs. 

aaMXTOV AUG. 11« . 

The 7th corps set out from Pnteany at 
noon, to pass the defile of Kosebrod after 
the Auttriaa divisions which mavgbed vpttt 
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Petitions tried before * your honourable 
House in the preseht session, has, upon an 
avcra^, amounted to above one hundred 
pounds per day; and that the Atlornejrs' 
bills in one cause, the trial of which in 
jpoint of form only lasted two days, and in 
point of fact, only six hours, amounted to 
very near twelve hundred pounds. And 
this your Petitioners are ready to prove. 

' Your Petitioners must now beg leave 

to call the attention of your honourable 
House to the greatest evil produced by these 
defects In the representation of iR^iich th^y 
complain, namely; the extent ot Private 

PARLIitMfeNTARY pATRONACE ; an abuSC 

Vhich obviously tends to Exclude the great 
mass of' the people from any substalitial in- 
fluence in the electioti of the House of Com- 
mons, and which in its progress threatens 
h> usurp the sovereignty of the country, to 
the equal danger of the king, of die lords, 
and of the commons.— ^— The patronage of 
which your Petitioners complain^ is of two 
kinds : That which aris^ from the unequal 
distribution of the elective franchise, and 
the peculiar rights of voting by which cer- 
tain places return members to serve in par- 
liaments; and that which ariks from the 
expense attending contested elections, and 
the consequent degree of power acquired by 
wealth. — J— By these two metos, a weight 
of parllanieiitary influence has been obtain- 
ed by certain individuals, forbidden by the 
spirit of the laws, andin its consequences 
most dangerous to the liberties of the people 

of Great Brrtain. The operation of the 

first species of patronage is direct, and 
Aibject to positive proof. Eighty-four in- 
dividuals do, by their own immediate au- 
thority, send one hundred and ftfty- seven 
of your honourable members to parliament. 
And this your Petitioners are ready, if the 
fact be disputed, to prove, and to name the 
members and the patrons.— —The second 
species of patronage cannot be shewn with 
equal accuracy, tluMigh it is felt with equal 
force. — :-^Yoiir Petitioners arfe convinced, 
that in addition to the one hundred and 
^ty*se«cn bonoumbte ipembers above meii- 
tioned) one hundred and 6fty more, making 
in the whole three hundred and seven, are 
returned to yoiirhonout^ble House, not by 
the coliiBCtive voice of those whom they 
appear to represent, butlyy the recommend- 
ation of seventy powerful individuals, 
added to the eighty-^r before mentioned, 
and making the total nutnber of patrons al- 
tcMBtfaer only one hundred and fifty-fouV, 
who return a decided majority of your hor 
Bouiable Hoiise*«— — If your honourable 



House will accept as evidence the common 
report and general belief of the counties^ 
cities, and boroughs, vrhich return the 
members alluded to, your Petitioners are 
ready to name them, and to prove the fact; 
or if the members in question can be made 
parties to the inquiry, your Petitioners will 
name them, and be governed by the testi- 
mony which they themselves shall publicly 
give. But if neither of these proofs be 
thought consistent with the proceedings of 
your honourable House, then your Peti- 
tioners can only assert their belief of the 
fact, which they hereby do in the most so- 
lemn manner,' and on the most deliberate 

conviction. Your Petitioners entreat 

your honourable House to believe that, in 
complaining of this species of influence, it 
is not their intention or desire to decry or to 
condemn that just and natural attachment 
which they, who are enabled by their for- 
tune, and inclined by their disposition, to 
apply great means to honourable and bene- 
volent ends, will always ensure to them- 
selves. ' What your Petitioners complain 
of is, that property, whether well or ill 
employed, Ips equal power ; that the pre- 
sent system of representation gives to it a 
degree of weight which renders it inde- 
pendent of character; which enables it to 
excite* fear as well as to procure respect, 
and which confines the choice of electors, 
within the ranks of opulence, because^ 
though it cannot make riches ahe sole object 
of their affection and confidence, it can and 
does throw obstacles, almost insurmountr- 
able, in the way of every man who is not 
rich; and thereby secures to a select few 
the capability of becoming candidates themr 
selves, or supporting the pretensions of 
others* Of this your Petitioners complain 
loudly, because they conceive it to be high- 
ly unjust, that while the language of the 
law requires from a candidate no greater 
estate, as a qualification, than a few hun- 
dred pounds per annum, the operation of 
the law should disquanfy every man whose 
rentah is not extended to thousands ; and 
that, at the same time that the legislature 
appears to give the electors a choice from 
amongst those who possess a moderate and 
independent competence, it should virtually 
compel them to choose from amongst those 
who themselves abound in wealth, or are 
supported by the wealth of others. ——Your 
Petitioners are the more ahrmed' ^t the 
progress of private patronage, because it is 
rapidly leaciing to consequences which me- 
nace the very existence of the constitution. 
— r-At the commencement of every sesaioo 
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of ptrliament, your iioiiourable House, id- 
ing up to the laoidable jealousy of your pre-^ 
decessors, and speaking the pur^ eonsiitu- 
tional language of a British House of Com* 
inoDS resolve, as appears by vour journals, 
*< That no peer of this realm nath any right 
to give his vote in the election of any mem- 
ber to serve in parliament ;'' aticl also, 
^* That it is a high infringement upon the 
liberties and privileges of the Commons of 
Great Britain, fof any Lord of ^Parliament, 
oV any Lord-lieutenant of any county, to 
concern themselves in the elections of mem* 
bers (o serve for the Commons in Parlia- 
ment." Your Petitioners inform your 

lionourable House, and are ready to prove 
it at your bar, that they have the most rea- 
sonable grounds to suspect thai no less than 
one hundred andj\fiy oj your honour ahh 
members owe their elections entirely to the 
interference of Peers; and your Petitioners 
dre prepared to shew by legal evidence, thai 
forty Peers, in defiance of your resolutions, 
hai'e possessed themselves of so many burg- 
age tenures, and obtained such an absolute 
and uncontroled command in very many 
small boroughs in the kingdom, as to be 



own 



ositive authority 
your honourable 



enabled by their 

to return eighty- one Oj 

numbers,' Your Petitioners will, how- 

)ever, urge this grievance of the interference 
of peers in elections no farther, because 
they are satisfied that it is unnecessary. 
Numbers of >your honourable members 
must indivi(kndly hav^ known The fact, but 
collectively your honourable House has im* 
doubtedly been a stranger to it« It is now 
brought before you by those who tender 
evidence of the truth of what they assert, 
and they conceive it would be improper in 
them to ask that by petition, which mtist be 
looked for as the certain result of your 
own honourable attachment to yo^r o^n 
liberties and privileges. Your Petition- 
ers have thus laid, before your honourable 
House, what the mischiefs are which arise 
from the present state of the rejpresentation, 
and what they conceive to be the grounds of 
those mischiefs, and therefore pray to have 
Removed.— — iTiey now humbly beg leave 
to offer their reasons, why they are anxious 
that some remedy should be immediately 

applied. Your Petitioners trust they 

may be allowed to state, because they are 
ready to prove, that seats in yoiu* honour- 
able House are sought for at a most extra- 
vagant and increasing rate of expense. 

what can have so much augmented the 
ambition to sit ip your honourable House, 
your petitioners do not presume accurately 



to havediKoveitd; but tbe meahs talm 
by candidates to obtain, and by electors 
to bestow that honour, evidently appear 
to have been increasing in a progr^ive 
degree of fraud and corruption. Your 
petitioners are induced to make this asser- 
tion by the legislature having found it ne- 
cessary, during the last and present reigns 
so much to swell the statute book with 
laws br the prevention of those ofiences. 
^As far as conjecture can lead your pe- 
titioners, they must suppose that the in* 
creasing national debt, and the consequent 
increase of influence, are the causes of the 
increased eagerness of individuals to be- 
come members of the House of Coaimonsi 
and of their indifference as to the means 
used to gratify their speculations. To 
prove that they do uot state this wantonly, 
or without sulratantial grounds, they hum<f 
bly beg to call your attention to the fol- 
lowihg table, all the vouchers for whidf 
are to be found in the journal of your ho* 
nourable House^ or ia di&rent Acts cf 

Parliament. ^It is upon this evidence of 

the increase of taxes, esublishments an4 
influence, and the increase of U'Ts found 
necessary to repel the increa^ng attacks 
upon the purity and freedom of elections, 
that your Petitioners conceive it high time 
to inquire into the ^^remises.'r*' — Your Pe- 
titioners are confident tbat in what.tbcj' 
have stated^ they ace supported by the eTi^ 
dence of facts, and they trust that, in eon- 
veying those facts to your hoooarable 
House, they have not been betrayed intq 
the language of reproach or disrespect. 
Anxious to preserve in iu purity a constiy 
tution tl^ey love and admire, they b«ye 
thougbt it their duty to lay before yao, 
not general speculations deduced froni thco^ 
retical opinions, but positive truths suscep- 
tible of direct proof; and if in the perform** 
ance of this task, they have been obliged to 
call your attention to assertions which yon 
have not been accustomed to hear, and 
which they lament that they are compcUed 
to make, thev entreat the indulgence of 

yo^r honourable House; Your Peti« 

tioners will only ^rther trespass upon your 
tiipe, while they rec^pituhae the objects 
of their prayer, which are^-^That yow 
honourable House, will be pleased.' lo take 
such meastires, as to your wisdom nay 
seem meet^ to. remove the evils ansiM 
from the imequal maiMiec in whicfa. the di& 
ferent parts of the J(iQgdom are aioiitied 
to participate in the reprcsenUtien.— * 
To cornet the partial distributi«i of tht 
elective franjcbiset .vhidi f^wmitt chs 
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of i9|NMCBiM(Met to idaqt bocHM 
of inraofaMdbUaiiiodiBiiBfaan asrendei* 
tfaem.an eaajr pity to the artful, or a xmif 
purchase to the wealthy.*-^ — ^To lagulait 
the right of Totiog upon an uiMbrm aud 
equitable principle.-*— Aa^, finally, to 
8hoi:ten the duratiou of Fariianentt, and 
by rqno?t»g the cauiM of that confiitioai 
liu'gatioii and eypihie, wkh which they 
9reat this daf conduo|ed| to render fre- 
4)uent and Atnr elections, what our ances- 
tors at the revolution asserted them to be, 
the flSfans of ahappy union andgeod agme-* 

mentbetvfen the king and people. 

A^d your petitioners sluill ever pray*" 

To the ali((g^tioos in this Petition, which 
weren^ver contradicted, I shall only add the 
facts ^dating to the charge broo^ against 
PaacsviiL and his associates Castlereagh 
and H. WeUesley, in 1809; which facu 
were ai follows: That, on the 11& of 
>faf, in the last mentioned year, Mr. 
j ifa d p yirt rose in his place in the House of 
Conunons, and made a diarge in the fel* 
lowiiig woidi.— ^^ I affirm, that Ma. 
*' Dick parchasid a sttU in lh$ Home of 
V Commit for the bonau^ of Gashel, 
^' through the agency of the Honeurable 
f^ Ubnry WaLLaii.aT, who acted for, 
<^ and 00 behalf o^ tho^ Trtamiry; that, 
f< upen a roo0ni gutitim ot the last im* 
^^ portance, when Mr. Didc had deter- 
'* mined to vote^flDOidinglohk conscience, 
^^ the oohie Lord, tSASTLEasAon, did in- 
** timaie to that gentleman the necessity of 
^* eitbec his votmg with tho QovemmetUf 
f^ 0rKUignuighissi4UinikaiHimsei and 
** that Mr* Wd^, sooner than vote aiainst 
*' prvicq;ile, did make dioict of the latter 
<* altemalive, and vacated his seat accord- 
*^ iogly* To this tmnsaction I charge the 
^^ <li|^ Honourable Gentleman, Mr« Pia- 
*< ciVAL, wMug prhft and having eoH" 
•' ftired 4« U. This I wiU IHIGAGE TO 
•* PROVE BY WITNESSES AT YOUR 
BAR, if the House will give me leave to 
^ thtm^"*^Thai, at Aeendof ade- 
\mh whifik ensued upwthis, the question 
v«9u taken upon a motion FOR AN IN- 
QViiRY into, the matter; theit appears, 
mm <he Joeposi, b have been 305 mem- 
bers pnsent; and^ out of the 305, «5 vot- 
ed fiir the aMdon, which, of course, was 
lost, tber& befaig/Aree htmdr^dand ten out 
of three bnndred and ninety five* who 
irquedfA^AlNST tttB INQUIRY. 
. MowhBtthewoiidjudgB! 

SUMMARY OF FOUTKIS, 
"KoaTWfcft Wai.— :*If I had room, I 
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sbmdd again press upon those who have 
power to treat, to lose no time in ofiTering 
Napoleon terms of peace, though I begin 
to £sar, that the g<rfden opportunity is 
gone, never to return. The terms, which 
offiBndpdus^only a few months ago, appeared 
to me, for the reasons I then gave« to he 
perfectly fair and equitable ; and, indeed, 
such as I could not possibly trace to any 
source, other than that of his douhts as to 
success against Russia; and, therefore, I 
must lament, that they were not accepted 
of; for, if success attend him in the North, 
it would be an insult to common sense to 
ai^ to believe, that we shall ever heap 

of such terms again. As to the war in 

the Southern Peninsula, that will follow 
the fortunes of the war in tlie North ; be« 
cause, when once the French aVmies are 
let loose from their present enterprise, they . 
will pour in upon Spain like a deluge; 
and, if they be defeated in the North, th^ 
contest in Spafai will soon be decided against 
France.*^— My opinion is, however, that 
Napoleon will succeed ; that he will bring 
the Czar to his terms ; and that he will 
next bend his course towards Portugal, 
and aflbrd the King's German Legion an- 
other opportunity to *^ distmguish them<* 

" selves."-^ They may beat him; it is 

possible; but, IF THEY SHOULD 
NOT! If they should not beat himf 
Why, then it will be time for us to begin 
to look about us; unless, like the Russians, 
we are made to believe, that the advance 
of the enemy and the retreat of our own 
troops are proofs of his being defeated. 
Accompanying their last Bulletins, the 
FreiKh have given the world a specimen 
of thewav, in which the Russian People 
are gulled. But, really, they are not 
move completely gulled than are the people 
of England, who believe y'l/s/ whai Iht Rus" 
sLans believe^ and who will never be u»> 
deceived, till they actually see the treaty, 
which Napoleon will make with the Ci^ar. 

Canada. The Gpvemor of Uppel 

Canada has, It appears, assembled the Le* 
gisjaiure^ in copsequeuce of the American 
invasion. He, in bis speech to them, talks 
in a pretty high strain of the lo^alfy and 
devotion qi the people ; but, he calls upon 
the Lc^gislature tor A SUSPENSION Of 
THE LAWS OF PERSONAL SAFETY. 
He says, that he wants an act '< to rosiraim 
for a lioMted period Uu liberie of indm^ 
dmls;*' and in this, he say% hfL is.wnr^ 
r^ed by /* the hisUu^ and fmperienoo of 
iht molhtr couiUnf.'*^ This would be all 
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In regubu- course, mAjXht Governor talks, 
in the very same breath, ot the loyaliy and 
zeal of Ike people! But, amidst all this, 
it does creep out, that ** A FEW TRAI- 
I'ORS have already joined the enemy." 
What! Traitors in Canada 1 Traitors! 
A few, a few, only a few 1 Well, then, 

why suspend the Habeas Corpus Act ? 

But, no more. A little time will, I am 
ceruin, unriddle the mystery. 

Wm. COBBETT. 

Bolley^ $Qtk September, 1813. 



OFFICIAL PAPERS. 

Northern War. — Fourteenth Bulletin oj 

the French Grand Arm^, f Continued 

frontpage 414. J 

vitsch, and the General of Artillery Aubry, 
who directed the artillery of the 2d corps 
with great distinction. General^ l^lerle, 
with only a part of his division, repulsed 
with great skill an attack which the enemy 
made on our left, to protect their retreat to 
the wood. The Croats distinguished them- 
selves in this charge, supported by a part 
of General Castex's cavalry. In general 1 
demand the consideration of his Majesty; 
the troops have merited tficoorag^meut and 
rewards. His Majesty will give me great 
pleasure by dispensing his favour on H. de 
Maille, my Aid -de- Camp, the bearer of 
this letter, whose zeal I have every reason 
for praising. I have also nothing but eulo- 
giunis to bestow upon the Chiefs of the 2d 

and 6th corps. 1 have the honour to be, 

your Highness's most obedient and very 
numble servant, 

Count Gauvion Saint Cyr,. 

feport of the Drince of Eckmuhl to the 
Firince Major-General Doubrowna^ the 
7th Aug. 

Monseigneur, — I have the honour talay 
before your Highness the report of the af- 
fair which took place on the 23d July, in 
front of Mohilow, between a part of the 
troops belonging to the 1st corps, and the 

Russian corps under Prince Bagration. 1 

entered Mohilow on the 20th, and on the 
31st the 3d regiment of chasseurs were at- 
tacked by the van-gtiard of Prince Bagra* 
tion, who wished to occupy this important 
town* The regiment lost 100 men, and 

vrere driven out. On the 22d I placed 

in position the 83d regiment of infantry of 



the lin«t comvaoded by Gen. FredetMr* 
General Bagratioo was arrived at Ndvoi 
Brickow ; he intended giYiog battle, in or- 
der to enter Mohilow ; he had four diri^ 
sions of infantry, 6,000 Cossacks, and 
8,000 cavalry, being in the whole 3§,009 
men*. I had. at Mohilow only the 57th, 
61st, and llltkregimeBU of the division 
of Campans (the 23d, together with the 
brigade of Psyol and the 1st of chasseurs, I 
had left on the Beresira to cover Minsk), 
the 85th and the lOSlh of the division Des- 
saix, General Valenoe's division of cuiras- 
siers, and the third of horse' chasers. 

The position of Salta Naecka, of which I 
herewith transmit your Highness a sketch, 
appeared to me a proper place for duly ref 
ceiving the enemy. In the night of the 
22d, I caused the bridge which lies on the 
grand route to be barricadoed, and destroy-* 
ed the inn which is situated next to if • The 
mill-bridge on the right was cut by a com-, 
pany of sappers, and the houses in (he 
neighbourhood pull^ down. The 85th 
was charged with the defence of these 
posu, and in case of being attacked, to 
keep them, in order to give time for the 
other troops stationed between this place 
and Mohilow to arrive.— -These disposi- 
tions being taken, I myself retired to Mo- 
hilow, to press the arrival of the divi^on 
Claperede, and of the troops detached by 

General Pajol. Oa the 23d, at? o'clock 

in the morning, I reeeiyed-^ report of thd 
advanced posu being attacked. At eight 
o'clock I found the 83d regiment very ^i- 
ritedly attacked ; General Frederick, who 
commanded it, had taken good dispositiims; 
and during the whole of the day ^ shewn 
much coolness and great intrepidity. Th^ 
light anillery of his divbion, and that of 
the 85th^ had beeu disposed on- the pre- 
ceding evening.-: — -Their fire was very 
mischievous, and in about an hour after tte 
combat had began they h^d already killed 
above 500 Russians. Twelve or fifteen 
piec^ of Russian artillery came out of the 
wood, and were rang^ in order of battle 
on the mill plain, where the bridge had 
been destroyed. The Russian regimentsof 
infantry foaned tliemselves. A battaliiiKi 
of the 108th was sent to susuin the com- 
panies of the 85th, which were on tke 
bridge. Some pieces of artillery were 40- 

posed ta those of the J^issians. Ine 

combat became exceedingly lively on tUi 
side, and the enemy's ferae increased -with 
tstrj moment. The battalion of the 108di9 
which had rmUsed the Russians, was 
qbliged to yield to numbers* General 6a* 
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Horqcktib* Abu bxnog fxmd fkft 4ib- 
file at Kosebrod, ktook the raad of lisKM 
by Zabra, where it loak a potitioi. At tiM 
coauDenceaiem of night llie adraBoed Mrd 
advanced to Podnbao, aod oecapM the 
small dike which craetes the narshet to $km 
fim ffround at Podnbnoi and which mc 
passable finr artillery; it drove off the ene- 
my's posU of cavalry which observed the 
pMsage, and established posU in advance 
of the marsh, which extend from beyond 
Horodetaka lo the en^ of the wood of 
Foduhno. 

niPoiT Of THE lira or ai^gust. 

The recoonoitruig^ soit early into the 
wood of Podubuc, on the roads of Bnesc 
and Twele occup^ the dcbooche of the 
wood upon the two- roads^ snd madesoBM 
Russia]^ Uhlans prisoners at Kiwatice. 
Some patrols of infantry, patsing the 
marshes by Zabiai took several of the 
my's horsemen, who wero seeking^ their 
horses, which had ran off during tht night 
into the marshes. At eight in the mom^ 
ipg, a strong cohunn d the enemy's infyi- 
try, which it was afterwards known was the 
9th and 15th divisions, with a brigade oi 
cavalry, appeared on the heights between 
Zmboic and the (anaiof Podubuc, attack- 
ed the posto that had passed the d^ which 
cr<>sses the marshes, and fbroed them to 
fall back to 4he entrance of the diheir diis 
column foi^ned upon* the faei^htsj placed 
therein battery W pieces of cannon, and 
sent inGmtry into the marshes to pottos 
themselvct of the dike which the adfaoced 

guard defedded. The corps d'armee 

began its Aarch to support the advanced 
guard, placed itself hdmt Podubnc, atid 
foiced the enemy to give up theattack of 
the dike* The advan^ giuond, composed 
of a battalion of li^t infantry^ a battalion 
of light artillery, hussart, the light horse 
of Poknts, and Saxon lancers, supported 
by the Austrian r^iment^ of It^ horse of 
Uohttuollern aid Orcily, ^ent by the Prince 
of Sdiwavtzinberg, put itself ifi' march to 
turn the marsh, traversed the^w>dod$ vrhich 
the^^my had only caused to be observed 
by the regiment of dragoons of Gzemikow- 
ski and Uhlan Tartars, and placed itself at 
the deboucfae of this wood on the ro^d to 

Twele^ The first division of dbe 7th 

corps f<mowed the movements of iu advonc-^ 
ed 9ttrd about ten o'clock, and the second 
division folloved it to the entsanoe of- the 
wood asi sooik as the Atistrian division of 
General SteynthaJ arrived : to repfafir it at 




theadvanoed ^ard the fire of a j 

artillery, vrfaich 

of ihe two hancnei of 

light artillery. ^Tlie arrival of the first 

dhrisien with otker artillery, spporeedlte 
advanced pmd ; it extended itself hrhiail 
the Idt of the enemy. The brigade of 
Austrian mfantry of General Snlenbergy 
sent by the Prince Scfawaitxcnhei|rtoGcneo 
ral Rq^nier, placed itself between die left 
of the first division and the extrcnnty of the 
wood: that General was soon afterwards 
wounded, and Uenfenant-General Bianchi ' 

took the command of this brigade. ^The 

second Saxon division, composed only of 
the brigade of General Saar, also pmsed tho 
vrood, and pkwed itself before the left of 
th5 Austrian brigade: it was soon attacked 
by the enemy, who endeavoured- to tahe 
thewood. T1& brigade repulsed several 
attacks, and was s^^onded by the Austrian 
troops which occupied Podubuc, and sent 
tirailleurs into the marshes. It endeavour* 
ed,. after havii^.rqpulsed theattackaof dbe 
enemy upon the wood, to possess Itself of 
the heists which command the dike of 

Podubuc. ^This brigade vras supported 

by two batteries of' six piebes of camum 
eadi, and the fire<tf the artillery of the 
first division, as also by that of the Ausd'ian 
batteries jdMed near Podubuc; but this 
wHS the point which the enemy most obsti« 
nateiy defsnded, because they feared that if 
they abandoned it, the Austrian troMs 
which were at Podubuc might pass the 
marshes and augment the finnoes friiich were 
on their fianksuid rear* They cominually 
directed fresh troops against the brigade of 
General Saar.-- — ^A regiment of dragoons 
charged the second regiment of Saxe^ lifjblt 
iniabtry, which immediately formed witlt 
the. greatest order in square, and repulsed 
theduirge^ During this timie the cavalry 
of the advanced guard extended towards 
the* right, nearly to the great road to Ko* 
bryn, and conuecticd itselfwith the fimt di* 
vision, which was in the same direction^ 
but which could not advance so far.*— &« 
The enemy's cavalry cstewled from the 
elevated plain of Podubuc to Zawanies, on 
the road to Kobryn, and^was supported by 
a numerou» artillery and by a part of the 
enemy's IStk division^ which^^reniakmiia 
the nxnmng; befiwe Horodeteda, and had 
cemeiot'talkepoeitioB at son^ distance from 
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xikt left of the Idfh division. All this tine 
was furnished with a very numerous artil- 
lery. The enemy's cavalry attempted a 
charge against the right of the cavalry, but 
was repulsed by the regiment of Austrian 
dragoons of Hohenzollem, and the Saxon 
light horse of Polentz, which made a very 
fine charge, and took several prisoners, 



A moment after this charge General Fre- 
lich arrived to reinforce the cavalry of the^ 
right with two Austrian regiments of hus- 
sars. Towards evening, General Regnrcr 
caused a new effort to be made by the bri- 
gade of General Saar, to possess himself of 
Uie elevated plain of PodidNic. He caused 
this to be supported by an Austrian batta- 
lion of the division of General Biahchi and 
the tirailleurs of the first division, while 
the tirailleurs of the troops, which the Prince 
of Schwartzenberg had at Podubuc, tra- 
verse the marshes. The elevated plain 

was taken possession of, but night termi- 
nated the combat, ^^and prevented the 
enemy, who had then begun their retreat, 
from oeing pursued. At the same time the 
cavalry had orders to send out several par- 
ties and patrols towards Twele, on the road 
to Kobryn, and a commissary was taken, 
who confirmed the retreat of the enemy. 

REPORT 07 THE 13th 07 AVCUST* 

At five in the morning, the troops began 
their march to attack the enemy, who were 
retreating on the road of Kobr3m, but who 
had still a rear-guard on the heights be- 
tween Horodetzka and Zanrlym • The risht 
of the cavalry, which was reinforced' by 
the Austrian regiment of dragoons of Le- 
venchr, took its direction upon Twele, and 
placed itself to the left of this village, in 
order to* cut off .the retreat of the enemy, 
who were in haste to effect it, and were 
briskly cannonaded on the road till the ca- 
valry had entered Twele, where the enemy 
had a rear-guard of infantry, which retired 

as soon as it saw this movement. The 

Prince of Schwartzenberg then caused the 
cavalry of ihe enemy, which wa^ between 
Twele and Sulkow, to be charged, and 
they were pursued, reihring in the greatest 
disorder upon Kobryn, whore, however, 
they did not dare to stop. A raiment 
of infantry, which was at Kobryn, behind 
the Muchawice, and had begun to bum the 
bridge, fled on the arrival of the hussars 
and Saxon light artillery. Two batteries, 
served by Saxon eunners on foot, which 
li^ hem advanced in the morning, along 
with the cavalry, arrived at Kobryn as 



soon as the l^ght artillery. A great 

number of the enemy were killed and taken 
in this pursuit. Exact accounts, by which 
to estimate their loss in the actions of the 
19th and 13th, have not yet been obtained, 
because the field of battle was very extcn* 
sive, and the prisoners are not collected, 
but it cannot be estimated at less than 3,000 

in killed, wounded, and prisoners. The 

inhabitants of Kobr)'n say, that a great num- 
ber of wounded have passed through that 
place, and many still remain on the field of 
battle. Statements of the loss of the 7lh 
corps have not yet been made out, but it 
may be estimated at l,000killed or wound- 
ed. The Saxon troops displayed the 

greatest bravery ; the brigade of General 
Saar finight and attacked with infinite vi- 
gour, atid the division of General Lacoq 
supported with calmness a very great fire 
of artillery. The tirailleurs march vridi 
ardour upon the enemy. The artillery was 
perfectly well directed, and well sustained 
the fire of the enemy, who had a superior 
artillery, of which many pieces were dis- 
mounted. ^The General Commander in 

Chief of the 7th <5orps of the Grand Army, 

Kobryriy Aug, 13. Rcgnicr. 



Battle ov Salamanca* Report $J 

Mankal the Duke of Ragusa lo the Mi- 
niUeriUWar. — ^TimMi, JiifySl. 

Monsieur — ^e interruption of the com- 
munications with France since the opening 
of the campaign having prevented me from 
giving you the successive accounts of tiie 
evenu which have passed, I shall con- 
mence this Report from the moment at 
which the Eiiriish begm operations; and I 
stm going to have the honour to place be- 
fore you in detail all the mbvements, which 
have been executed, to the unhappy event 
that has just taken place, and whidi we 

were far from expecting. In the month 

of May, I was inform^ the Englisb army 
woidd open the campai^ with very pow- 
erfiil means. I informed the King of it, in 
order that he might adopt such dispositieoi 
as he thought proper, and I likewise .9c* 
quainted General Caffiirelli with it, that 
he might take measures for sending me 
succours when the moment should have 
icrived. The extreme difficulty id pro- 
curing subsistence, and the impossibility 
of provisioning the troops when assembled, 
prevented me from having more than 8 or 
9 battalions in Salamanca, but all were i 
readiness to jom me in a fssr days.-- 
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the 1 2th June the enemyV 9nii7 passed the 
Agueda: on the 14th, in the morning, I 
was informed of it, and the on)er for as- 
sembling was givoi to the troops. On the 
I6lh the English army arrived before Sa- 
lamanca. -In the night between the 10th 

and 17th I evacuated that town, leaving, 
nevertheless, a garrison in the forts I Iuk] 
constructed, and which, by the extreme 
activity used in their construction, were in 
a state of defence. I marched six leagues 
from Salamanca, and then having collected 
five divisions, I approaphed that town; I 
drove before me the English advanced 
pdsts, and obliged the enemy's army to 
shew what attitude it reckoned upon tak- 
ing ; it appeared determined to fight upon 
the fine rising ground and strong position 
of San Christoval. The remainder of the 
army joined me ; I manceuvred round that 
position, but I acquired the certainty that 
it every where presented obstacles difficult 
to be conquered, and that it was better to 
force the enemy to come upon another field 
of battle, than enter into action with them 
upon groiaid which gave them too many 
advantages; besides, different reasons made 
me desire to prolong the operations — for I 
had just received a letter from General 
Ga£larelli, which announced to roe that he 
had collected his troops, and was goi^g to 
lO^trch to succour me, whilst my presence 
would have suspended the siege of the fort 
of $alaii»Bca« Things remaiofid in this 
state for solne days, aind the armies in pre- 
sence of each other, when the siege of the 
fort of Salamanca vigorously recommenced. 
On account of the trifiing distance which 
there was between the French armiy and 
the place, and by tneans of the signals 
agreed upon, I was every day informed of 
Oie situation of the place. Those on the 
26th and 27th, inlbmied me that the brt 
could hold out five days ; then I dedded 
to execute the passage of the Tormes, and 
act upon the left bank. The fort of Alba, 
which I had carefully preserved, gave me 
a passage over that river, a new line of 
operations, and an important point of sup- 

. port* I made dispositions tor executing 
this passage on the night between the 28th 
and 29th, Durin? the night of the 27th, 
the fire redoubled, and the enemy, fa- 
tigiied with a resistance which to them 
appeared exaggerated, fired red-hot balls 
upon the fort. Unfortunately its maga- 
zines contained a large quantity of wood, 
It took fire, and in an instant the fort was 
in flames. It was impossible for the brave 

garrison who defended it to support, at the , 
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the taeagfs attacks »d te Er 
which destroyed their deknctty i 
and provisioiBy aod placed the 
themselves in the most dreadfiil i 
It was then obliged to surmider at discre- 
tioD, alter having had the hoooar of re- 
paying two asssttits, and causing the ene- 
my a losft of more 1,300 nieo, viz. doable 
their own fonse. This event bappeoed oa 

the 28th at noon. ^The enemy having 

no further object by this operatioo, past 
the Tormes, and un the contrary, every 
thing indicating titat it would be prodenc 
to await the reinforcements announced in 
a formal manner by the army of the North, 
I decided on re-approaching the Douro, and 
passing that river in case the enemy sbould 
march Cowards us, and there to take op a 
good line of defence until such time as the 
moment for acting on the offensive should 
appear. On the 2Sth, the army dqiarted 
and took a position on the Guarena, on the 
29th, on the Trabanjos, where it sojourn- 
ed. The enemy having followed the 

movement with the whole of his forcer, 
the army took a position on the Zopardiel, 
and on the 2d it passed the Douro, at 
Tordesillas, a place which I chose for the 
pivot of my motions. The line of the 
Douro is excellent. I made with detail 
every disposition which might render sure 
a good defence of this river, and I had no 
cause to doubt my being able to defeat 
every enterprise of the enemy, in case they 
should attempt the passage. The 3d, be- 
ing the day after that we had passed the 
Douro, he made several assemblages of his 
forces, and some slight attempts to efi^ct 
this passage to Polios, a point which, for 
him, would be very advantageous. The 
troops which I had disposed, and a few 
cannon shot, were sufficient to make him 
immediately give up his enterprise. In 
continual expectation of receiving succours 
from the army of the North, which had 
been promised in so solemn and reiterated 
a manner, I endeavoured to add, by my 
own industry, to the means of the army. 
My cavalry was much inferior to that of 
the enemy. The English had nearly 5,000 
horse, English or German, without count- 
ing th6 Spaniards formed into regular 
troops. ' I had no more than 2,000. With 
this disproportion, in what manner could 
one manoeuvre his enemy? How avail. 
one's self of any advantage that miffht be 
obtained ? I had but one means of aug-. 
menting my cavalry, and that was by ul* 
ing the useless horses for the service pf the 
ftc be continuid^J 
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As illusirated in ihe Prosecution and Punisfunent 0/ 



WIlltlAlrf (JOBBEtT. 

In order that nrf coantrymeii and Ihat ihe 
woiid may not be deceittd, dttped, and cheated 
vpon thb aat^ec t^ I, WI UJAM COBBETT 
OT B0tfe^« ui HaMpBhirCy gHtt* i^Mrfi rcMrd 
tke ibUowing fiutt: te wit: Thal^ os Hm S«tfa 
Jmie, 1809, the foUawhif artide waa pob- 
liahed io a LondoB pewa-paper, called the 

CoDBiCi^: ^^ The Mntkiy amealgst the I/>- 

<< CAIi BflLTTIA, iwbichbrdfcemitatEhr, was 



^fmtwmMa snppreaaed m Wedaeiday if tiie 
" arrival ^ four amdMa ef Ihe Gl^RM A9 
« LEGION CAVALRY from Buy. mder the 
^ commmid of General AaoUand. Fire of the 
^ rittgleaden were tried by a Comi-Mhrtial, and 
<« jMlMMlto r(M<a« 5ao ladUi «dk, Mrt ofwhlch 
« pmiiihlaiiif they recBtreden Wedneaday, and 
<< e part wai reauUed. A ti $ ff 9 g$j 9r tM^ kmifh 
^ meks WM the groond of the complaint that ez- 
<< cited thk mvthioiii spirit, which ooeaaSoned 
M tin men to wrfomMl thenr oficera, and deamnd 
<« whal thej deemed their arraan. The fiiat 
^ dlTttton of the GeraAnLegioir halted yet ter^ay 

<< at Newroariiet 011 thehr return to Bary." 

That, on the Itt Jnly, 1809. I pnblMie^ in the 
Bbfitioal Regiater, an artiele cemming, in the 
atrongefttenaa, these prooeedmfi; that, for so 
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two snreties in .the aom of 1,000 pomida each; 
that the whole of this sentence has be^ eaecnied 
upon me, that I have been imprisoned the two 
T^arfty^tarepiddthethoasandpovMls TO THE 
WO, and We given the ImuI, Timet 



doing, the Attorney Cteneral prpaecnted, at sedi- 
tioos Ubelters, and by Ex-Omcio Information, 
ma, and also my printer, my pobHsber, and one 
«f the principal retaikfi of the Politlcsa Register ; 
that I was brondit to trial on the I50k Jnne^ 
UIO, andwas, byaSpeclalJttiy,thatistosay, 
be It men ont of 48 appoioted 1^ the Master or 
tne Crown Oftoe; f^ntOt pMf; that: on the 
90th of tiie saase month, I was compdled'to give 
Imtt for asy ^peatanee to receive jttdgment; 
and that, as I came op ftom Botley (to which 
place 1 had retained to my fiunily and m? £um 
on the evening of the 15th)^ a Tipstaff Went 
down from London in order to sein mO^ per- 
aaOTllyi that, on the 9th of Jaly, 1810, I, toge« 
Iher with my printer, pobliiber. and the news- 
man, were brought into the Coort of King's 
Bench to reedve jodjnnent; that the three 
ibrmer were sentenced to be imprisoned for 
aome months in die King^ Bench priaDn; that I 
was sentenced to be imprisoned Ibr two years m 
NewntOt the great receptacle Ibr maleihctors, 
and 06 front of which is th^ scene of numerous 
hangings hi die course of every yofr; thai tho 
pan of thepidBenIn wldcb I was scotOBeed tb be 
eonfined is sometimea inhabited 1^ (doiM, that 
felons were actually in it at the time I entered 
it ; that one nifui was takien out of it to be trana- 
ported in about 48 hbnh aflfer t was pot iAdi die 
Sanse yard with him; and that it is thejplaccf^of 
co w dn ement fbr men guBty of aniiitaral citeea,' 
. ef whom tfieteaie four hi it at this tone; that, 
berides Ibis imprisonment, I was sent€»ced' to 
payadiotnandpoondkTOTREKlKG. and to 
give aeMri^ for my good l>ehavioa# 
pannv aqiadr hi' dm sum of 3,000 



Timothy Brewn 
and Peter Wetter, Esqrs* hefcwp my ««*»i 
that die Attorney Gemral waj Sir \icw GiWa, 
die Judge who sat at die trialLord EU^nMoqfA^ 
the fbur' Jodgea whoiatnt passing sentence EllMh. 
^emgh^ Orese, Le »lmic,jind Baileyj a nd th^ 
dbajnioa were, Unmias Rhodes of fHrnpstsad 
KoncI, John Davis of Southampton Phr;^ JaaMa 
Ellis of Tott«dmm Court Road, John lUdnrds 
of Baykwater, Thtfmas Bf^rdiam of Bl^er Strtet, 
Robert Headicote of ffigh Street MaTylebon^ 
John Mnnd of York Place BiaryWbone, ^Qeorft 
Baxter of Church Terrace Fancratf^^ IteNH 
Taylor of Red Lion Square, David peane of St* 
John Street, WaHam Palmer of Upper StrW 
IsKngton, H^nry Vknt of ftill Mall; that die 
Prime Minlrfera dnrfaq^ the time w^re Spcaner 
Pereofal, mitU he was shot by John B^llipghta^ 
and after that Biobert B. Jenkmson, Eariofli- 
veipool; that the prosecution and sentence t66k' 
idace hi die reign of Khig George the^Tfdrd, andT 
dial, he hdviii|r,Mcoaftehisane during my imptW 
semMpt,the 1,000 pevnds waa|«aidtohisaeli» 
the Prince Regent, in his behalf; that, dfr^aqr 
imprisonment, | wrote and pnblidied S^ ESsays 
and Letters upon poUtfcalMt^ects; that, duri^ 
the same tfane; I was visited by peiaons flioaj l9r 
oidea Md tawnsL many of them.as a salt of di^ 
desfromSodSesorOute; dii^atdieanrf- 
tion of nnr impriwiiment^ on the plh oiJnff» 18U, 
n great dinner was given m London'fortUe ntir- 
poseef McNvlif m^ stt which dbmernp^ardSi of 
60a parsow wgete praaent, add at wh'ioh Sir 
ftanctsBurdett presided; that dhmers and odier 
parties w^reheld on die same odsasion m many 
other places in England; that, on my way home, 
I was received at Altod, die first town hi fhm^ 
shire, vridi die ringhig ef the.Cfanrch beUa; thid 
a respectaUe company met me and gave men 
dinner at Windiester; dmt I was drawn mm 
more thad the distance of a mtfe Mto Botkv by 
die people', that, upon my arriyal hi the vOtage, 
I found all the people essendiled to receite aw; 
diat Icondo^edthe day by ezplaudns to them 
the cause of my hnprisonment and by giriv 
diem clear nodofli rtftectingthefioagtagofUfe 
Lbcal Mihtia-men at myi and respecting die eon 
plmnent of Qeiman Troops; and, finalV» wHch 
U more jthan aeompensadon for my loawa and ad 
my sqfleringi, I am in perf^t heal&and strong^ 
end, di^n#i mtist; tor the Htkk of six. children, 
fM die7%nfamtiO0 that has been mnde in mf 
preperty'<tUHking4t light in me to dacinete 
ofierof a imbicripdon), Ihave the coMlatfionto 
see grovring op three mus, upon whose heartsi I 
trust, ad «cie diets Will bo engraveq^ 

iwii)f, Ji^sa^istt. 
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mncheslery7lh OcL \S\2. 

My readers, when they have read the 
following Address, will, I am sure, think 
it natural and right, that I should deyote 
the whole of the time between this and next 
Tuesday (the day of Nomination) to the 
important duty which I am about to per- 
form. * It has always been my opinion, 
that the people cannot reasonably bt blamed 
for m^kin^ a bad choice, if no other is pf e- 
seiu'ed^to tii'em. It has also always been 
my opinion, that every man should labour 
for the public weal .in that way Which he 
tbiub most likely to prove efficacious, 
whether it may cbmport with his taste, or 
interest, or not. And, it bemff my firm 
conviction, that an earnest endeavour to 
supplant the late Members for the county 
10 which I live is the way in which I can 
employ a week or two with the greatest pro- 
bability of doing service to the public, 1 
have resolved in that way to employ them, 
and to devote my whole time and attention 
to that object. 

. To Ike Freeholders ^ ike Counly of 
SouthojHplan, 

Gentlemen, 

That House of Commons, who voted 
that ihey would not inquire into a direct 
charge against some of their own Members* 
for traffidcing in Seats in their oWn Assem- 
bly; that Hooaeof Gommokis, who voted 
tbchr approbation of the Walcheren Expe- 
ditioa ; that House of Commons, whoToted 
that Bank Notes are still equal in value to 
Guineas in the estimation of the people; 
that Hotisc of Commons, who have added 
upwards of Seventy Millions to the National 
Debt, and who have added nearly one- 
fourth to the amount of our Taxes ; that 
Hovse of Commons being, thank God, now 
no more, and an opportunity being afforded 
yon of choosing as your Representatives men 
who have not concurred in such votes, I 
offiur myself to you in that capacity. On 
the day of Nomination, at Winchester, I 
propose to do myself the honour of stating 
to you more fully my opinions and my 
' views ; but, 1 1I9II «ot pmit evtp^ this occa- 
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sion of assurinpr you, that, I will never, . 
either by myself, or by any dependent on 
me, receive in any shape,* or under any 
name, a single farthing of the people's 
nloney. I am actuated by no motive of. 
vanity or ambition. I think it my duty to 
endeavour to assist in saving my native 
coimtry from that total ruin which hangs 
over it ; and, the tender of my services to ^ 
you is made in the performance of that sa- 
cred duty. 

I am, Gentlemen, your faithful friend, t 
WILLIAM OORBETT. 
Botlej^j October I ylSt^. 



WESTMINSTER ELECTION. 

A numerous meeting of the Electors of 
Westminster, ** Friends of PUrity of Elec- 
tion," was on Monday held, pursuant to \ 
public advertisement, at the Crown and 
Anchor Tavern, for the purpose of consi- 
dering of proper persons to be returned to 
Parliatnent as Representatives of the City' 
of Westminster. 

Mr. Sturch having been called to the 
chair, addressed the assembly as follows: 
— " Gentlemen Electors^ the advertisement 
which I now hold in my hand, and which 
has been published in several of the news- 
papers, sufficiently ^presses the intention 
with which this meeting has been called, 
by a few of those persons who advocated 
the cause of Parliamentary Reform at the 
last election. — (Mr/ Sturch here read the 
advertisement). — Gentlemen, it will be seen 
by the terms of this notice, that this was 
not intended to be a meeting of the Electors 
in general, but only of that description of 
Electors who are friends to the Purity of 
Election — the friends of corruption and un- 
due influence are not to be understood as 
having been invited; and if, therefor^, 
there be any person present who is not 
friendly to refoinl — if there be any person 
withih hearing who wishes that corruption 
may be able to keep its ground — who pre- 
fers the wide-wasting dtsolation of wSir, the 
government of iticap^k Ministers, and the 
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consequent decay of trade and prosperity, 
to liberty, sccurityi and peace — it may be 
proper to remtna ^udi person, that he 
comes without being invited. — f Applause, J 
— Gentlemen, I persuade myself, that all 
those who are now assembled, are of a very 
different description indeed. .1 persuade 
myself, that, while you are all zealously 
atuched to the Gonstitutim, every heart 
beau high with the love of freedom and in- 
dependence (applaustj — which constitutes 
the very life and sOul of purity of election. 
I am convinced, that all who are now as- { 
-sembled, ave -clearly ^opinion, that, if 
this country, in its present depHoraMe state 
of distress, is to be saved at all, it must be 
by the adoption of those principles which 
were manfully supported by the Electors 
duruig the last struggle. — f Applause.) — 
<kntiemen, it is the pleasure'of His Ma- 
jesty^s Ministers, at this time, to indulge 
us with an opportunity of electing our Re« 
pre»eatativM m the ensuing Pailiament, 
which they might, if they oleased, have 
put off for a year longer, and which they 
would have put off» if they thought it would 
have answered certain purposes, which it is 
Bot now necessary for vast lo state. We do 
not exercise this invaluable right so. 6ften as 
we are entitled to do. By .the words of 
ancitot statuteS| and from the very reason 
of the thing, we should exercise tl^e right 
of election '^ once in the yeu", andoftener, 
if need ht.'*—{ Applause.J^Thest are the 
express words of the statute. But by an 
Act of modem times, which cannot be too 
much reprobated — which is, in fact, little 
short of treason against the liberties and 
constitution of the country, we are restrain- 
ed in the exercise of that nght, which is 
granted but once in seven years, unless, as 
in the present instance, we are permitted 
to make use of it, by the special grace and 
favour of His Majesty's Minbters. — fLaugkr 
terj. — This, however, is no reason at all 
why we should neglect a duty,' when it de- 
volves on us* The duty we have to per- 
form on the present occasion, is to select 
two gentlemen to represent us in Patiia- 
ment, whom we shall have every reason to 
believe will be the firm supporters of that 
portion of liberty which we now enjoy, 
and the pledged advocates of those rights 
and privileges of which we have been 
forcibly and unjustly depriv^. It is not 
for me to dictate what you are to do. I 
have only to state what I apprdiend to be 
the general principle on whidi we are to 
proceed. There is one thing to which I 
must not omit calling your attention, that 



all elections, like other things, are necessa* 
rily attended with expense. It is true, 
that the expense has lately been very tmidh 
reduced. At the Is^st election, no disburse-, 
ments were made, except those which were 
.absolutely necessary. T By a late Act of 
I^arliament, the expenses to the candidai e e 
are clearly defined, and what cannot be de- 
manded is also pointed out. According to 
•that Act it appeai9, that even when there w 
no contest whatever, we cannot walk over 
the course, virithout incurrbg an expense c^ 
8001. This we consider as a great huA- 
ship and one, smatt-as the sum tnay'Metit, ' 
that ought to be remedied ; and I hope to^ 
see the day when this obnoxious act will be!' 
repealied. The debt' thus incurred must 
fall .either on the electors or xhtdtcUd» 
Now, our principle has been to send our 
Representatives to Parliament free of ex- 
pense— whidi is the ivxkt principle of the 
constitution ; because no man should have 
the pretence to say, that, having purchased 
his interest in Parliament, he was obliged 
to ieiitaburse himself by sellmg his vote to 
the Minister. And, If we wfere to abandon 
that principle for one moment, We should 
have undone all our woi4c-— obliterated, and. 
he might add, annihilated, the great and 
glorious example which, five years ago, we 
set to the electors of Great Britain aiKl Ire- 
land — and which is doing so much sood in 
various parts of the United\ Khigdom: — 
I hold it, therefore, necessary, that this 
principle should be steadily adhered t0| 
and that the sum of BOOL should be sub- 
scribed* When I consider the smaUness tif 
the sum, contrasted with the great nuoiber 
of electors, I conceive' it very easy to de- 
fray the expense, b^ each elector advaacing 
a trifle towards that object; and .1 Lope 
that no man, who prides hinfself on^hei^ 
an elector, who feds the dignity of fais si«. 
tuation, and desires to be fairly represented 
in Parlian^ent, will refuse, to put down his 
mite towards the creation of a proper fond. 
As most of ypu are, like myself men of 
business, I will not detain you niuch loo* 
ger. I will not relate what you yourselves 
did five years ago — it is fresh in your re^ 
collection. You then demanded and ob- 
tained ilie service of H mao^ exactly of the 
description I noticed in the b^giaBiB^ of: 
this address — the firm defender and sup- 
porter of those rights and liberties which 
we still possess^ and the strenuous advocau* 
Cor a restoration of those which we have 
lost. Perhaps it may be said, that being 
placed by you in the situation of diairmao, 
I oi^t to speak impartially ; but I should 
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be unwordiy of the honour you have done 
me, ifl aflected to conceal the first wish of 
mv heart. I sincerely hopei that of all the 
Electors, who, five years ago, gave their 
vote In favour of the Honourable Baronet, 
there is not one now living who will not be 
ready, if it should be again necessary, to 
come forward on this occasion, and do the 
lame. . And to them, I trust, I may be able 
to add thousands of others, who, smce that 
time, have had an opportunity of examin- 
ing and scrutinizing the parliamentary con- 
duct of to Frauds Buroett — f applause J^- 
and must have seen in it all that could r^n* 
der a Representative respectable, or endear 
him to the hearts of his Constituents. He 
has displayed extraordinary talents, incor- 
ruptible integrity, uiylaunted courage, and 
jbit most sound constitutional principles — 
(ApblaussJ.j--l understand, that, with re- 
jaM to your lailt Representative,^ Sir Francis 
Burdett, he does not come forward, solicit^ 
ing your votes, as a candidate. I am told, 
fer I have had no communication with Sir 
Francis, that he considers it the duty of the 
Electors to lookout for, and support, such 
persons as they think best calculated to re- 
present them, and not the business of Can- 
didates to push themselves personally for- 
ward. I will not take upon me to say 
whether this is or is not a correct principle; 
but, if Sir Francis Burdett conceives it Co 
be righty he, as an honest man, must act 
upon it. The same feeling does not appear 
to sway the Noble Lord (Cochrane), who, 
&r the purpose of proving his political prin- 
ciples, has written two letters, which have 
come into the hands of Mr. Brooks, the 

Sntleman so well known as the treasurer of 
e former election. Those letters were 
addressed ** To the Gentlemen composing 
the Committee for promoting the Purity of 
Election," and conuin^i an explanation of 
his Lordship's political opinions and senti- 
ments, which, X si^ppose, the meeting would 
wish to have read. Having stated the ob- 
ject in view, if any gentleman has a propo- 
sition to make, I shall be very happy to 
hear him." . 

Mr. Haaris then rose and said, having 
undertaken to submit certain Resolutions to 
the Meeting, he :Vras under the necessity 
of throwing himself on their indulgence, 
and trusted that they would not impute to 
presumption, his thiis coming forward on 
8o important aii occasion. He felt himself 
placed in a most awkward situation, in 
addressing them, when there were so many 
older, wiser^ and better men in the room. 
He would, however, endeavour to acquit 



himself to the satisfaction of the assembly 
whom he could assure, that he had under- 
taken the task for the benefit of his coun- 
try, and' not from any private aim or gra- 
tlfi^tion of his own. They would, in a 
very few days, be called on to elect two 
persons to represent them in the ensuing 
Parliament, which vras at all times a very 
important duty, but particularly so at the 
present period, when we were threatened 
by an overwhelming taxation at home, and 
by ah implacable enemy abroad. At such 
a time they were imperatively called on to 
examine scrupulously those persons whom 
they sent to Parliament — for there, and 
there only, the evil can be cured. It way 
stated by their worthy Chairman, with 
great force and propriety, that the persons* 
elected ought not to be loaded with ex- 
pense. This position was perfectly cor- 
rect ; for if Members of Parliament im- 
paired their forttmes in expensive contests, 
what could their Constituents expect, but 
that they would endeavour to pay them- 
selves out of the pockets of the people, by 
selling themselves to Ministers? They 
should not, therefore, send their repre- 
sentatives in on such conditions, btit per*" 
fectly free, to prevent the smallest excuse 
for a dereliction of their duty. They cer* 
uinly possessed the ability, and they had 
exercised it, of sendinj^ their Representa-* 
tives into Parliaineut without puttiuff them 
to any expense. He doubted not that the 
Electors of Westminster would, on thu 
occasion, set a good example to the country 
in general. — Bodts were then 6peninthe 
room, and sopne money had already beeo 
subscribed ; and he trusted every maui 
^according to his means, would endeavour 
to further the great object they had ifi 
view. Mr. Harris then proceeded tp read 
the Resolutions. ^' 

1st, That the Election of Members of 
Parliament ought to be conducted accord-^ 
ing to the principles of old English Free- 
dom, which declare that Elections should 
be (ree and without corruption. 

2d, That the City of Wesminster will 
hot disappoint the expectatjon of th^, Coun- 
try, but, foUbwing up the great example 
it has set,^ return it^ Represents ives tp 
Parliament free of expense. 

Sd, Thai Subscriptions be entered into 
to defray the expense of the ensuing Elec- 
tion, and that Samud Brooks, Esq* be 
Treasi^^ of the Fund ; to the support of 
which it is the bounden duty of every 
Elector and friend to purity of Eleclioa to 
contribute. j 

P2 
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It ^vas almost unnecessary for him to say 
a word in praise of the individual to whom 
the next Resolution referred. His conduct 
in Parliament had been such as justly en- 
titled him to their unanimous choice a^d 
support. 

4lh, That Sir Francfs Burdett, Bart, 
having with unshaken Ermness invariably 
expressed th^ sense of the people in evil 
report and good report, and lent his best 
assistance to restore to them those inesii- 
mabfe blessings of the Constitution, of 
which they have been deprived, by a long 
series of fraud and hypocrisy, by eodea- 
▼ouring to obtain for them a full, fair, and 
free representation in Parliament, and 
maintaining the right to Trial by Jury in 
all cases whatever, even at the cost of per- 
sonal iMPBisoNMENT, is a fit ^ proper 
person to be again returned one of the 
Representatives in Parliament for the City 
of Westminster. — fLoud and reiUraled 
applause). 

Before he read the 5th Resolution, which 
related to Lord Cochrane, he thought it 
would be proper that the two letters, ex- 
planatory of his Lordship's political prin- 
ciples, should be read, which was accord- 
ingly done by Mr. Richter. 

The first was dated the 28lh of Sept. 
1812, and set forth that his Lordship had 
never used the trust reposed in him to his 
private advantage, or to promote the in- 
terests of those with whom he was con- 
nected by the bonds of consanguinity or 
friendship. It then proceeded to poin( 
out the good effects which would have re- 
sulted from a compliance with his Lord- 
sliip's motion (soon after he had been re- 
turned to Parliament) for a list of the 
places and pensions held by Kfembers of 
the House of Commons and their relations. 
It next adverted to his Lordship's exer- 
tions to carry into effect the provisions of 
the Acts relative to prize concerns, by 
which two- thirds of the navy now employ- 
ed would be rendered more efficient than 
the whole at present is. And concluded 
.by attributing his Lordship's absence from 
the House of Commons solely to ill health. 
The second letter is dated Sept. 30. In 
this his Lordship pledges himself to vote, 
on alt occasions, for Parlhunentary Re- 
form, and to support every measure for 
the abolition of sinecures. With respect 
to the Catholic Question, his Lordship 
says — ^' So long as its (the Catholic Re- 
ligion's) inquisitorial auricular confession, 
and its princ iples , so favourable to 6es^ 
potisgjf..|jg^^g^|Jg|g^jbMt^ontinent, I was 




hostile to it ; but, I am' now incliaed ta 

?;rant the Claims ef the Catholics of Ire- 
and, provided they are content to receive 
the privileges of Englishmen, and to re- 
linquish their predilection in favour of the. 
jurisdiaion of the Pope, which they seenE 
anxious to establish in that parte! these 
kingdoms." — On the subject of a Naval 
Officer being a Representative for West- 
minster, he observes — " One half of the 
taxes levied on the people of England is 
disbursed on the navy — for objects which 
the ability of all the civil Members of 
Parliament cannot detect to be erroneous^ 
from the inspection of accounts," and 
thence infers the necessity of having per-» 
sons acquainted with nautical affairs in the 
House of Commons. Aod, lastly, on the 
subject of ffogging, he says — ** I am no 
advocate for flogging; although I main- 
tain, from a knowledge of facts, that your 
fleets could not be governed at present if 
the power did not exist — a power which 
Will cease to be abused when Parliamcntarf 
influence shall cease to place fools and 
boys in command." 

Afttr the applatise excited by his Lord- 
ship's letters had subsided, Mr. Harrii 
read the two following Resolutions :— 

5th, That the Right Hon. Lord Coch* 
rane, by his manly support of Sir Francis 
Burdett, and his prompt attention to the 
wishes of the Electors at the lime of hit 
Commitment to the Tower by the iait 
House of Commons ; (or his asaertioa of 
the Right of the People to Trial by Jiuy, 
and having pledged himself to assist in 
procuring a full, fair, and free repre- 
sentation of the People in Parliament, the 
correction of the gross and scandalous oot- 
ruptions and abuses in various departments 
of the Covemment, and the enjoyment of 
religious liberty, is a fit and proper per- 
son to represent this City in Parliament. 

6th, That the Resolutions of this Meet- 
ing be communicated to Sir F. Burdett 
and Lord Cochrane by the Chairman. 

The Resolutions were then put by the 
Chairman, serlalim. The four first weie 
carried tmanimously ; — on the fifth being 
proposed, 

Major Cart WRIGHT rose and spoke to 
the following effect: — *' I am not aware 
of any necessity that I shall be imdcr of 
opposing the resolution declaratory of the 
fitness of Lord Cochrane to be one of your 
Representatives; but notwithstanding the 
many pledges riven to this Meeting, I 
think we want from him one other pledjft, 
-^ more importance than all the othets— 
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in one of those pledges to which I allude, 
be makes mention of certain" plans, sa^-' 
gested by him for the annopnce of the 
eaemy, and which plans it is probable 
will require the personal attendance abrotid 
of his Lordship to carry into execution. 
At a crisis like the present, highly as I 
estimate the zeal, the courage, the enthu- 
siasm, the charact^, the professional skill 
of* my* Lord Cochrane, I can by no means 
ooQseikt to dispense with the services of the 
Nobk Lord in Parliament ; because it is 
my opinion that, in the next Parliament, 
the struggle is to be- made, that shall de- 
cide whether our political liberties shall 
stand or fall. It is, therefore, of great 
impoittande to know if Lord Cochrane 
would leave England in case he should be 
ordered abroad by the Minister, for I 
hope you are all convinced that the great 
battle, that battle on which your all de- 
pends, is to be fought, not in the Medi- 
terranean, but in St. Stepheii's chapel. — 
(^Applause •} I am not preaching doctrines 
that I do not practise, I was a naval 
officer, and in the Ameri<lan war I refused 
to serve, and threw up my commission, 
because 1 considered that service incom- 
patible with my other duties — {Applause J. 
f-^-Sbould Lord Cochrane be returned as 
one of' your representatives, I have two 
IMywerful reasons for objecting to his being 
eoiployed on foreign service. The first is, 
tllat the Minister would gain a very able 
officer- to assist in the prosecution of this 
rBihfi'bcr^ugh war ; and that he would 
by the same stroke lep off one of the arms 
of representaiidn in Westminster.— f^^j^- 
j4mise.') — Should the Noble Lord be in 
the room, I hope he will appear j and give 
the meeting an answer on the subject — 
/ApplaaseJ'-'iLord C. did not appear, 
aAd ' the Major proceededWl have not 
been much in the political world of late ; 
bm I am mformed that gentlemen from 
distant- counties- have been invited to be- 
come' Candidates for the City of West- 
minster (Mr; Sturch the ChairnKUi said 
.^/j^Well, then, I have but one other 
observation to make, and that renders me 
still more anxious to see Lord Cochrane in 
the room^ A relation of his Lordship 
lat^oftlled on me, and informed me that 
a frigate was fitting out to carry his Lord- 
ship to the Medi^rranean, as his health 
was so prectriOus that he could not pos- 
sibly live in England. The Iklajor then 
mtfved a Resolution — 

*« That 1-ord Cochrane be called on to 
pledge himself not to quit JBnglsmd on any 



consideration, in case of being elected to 
Parliament as one of the Representatives 
of Westminster." 

Mr. Walker seconded the Resolution. 

Mr. Richardson rose to oppose the^ 
Resolution. He said, he did not presume 
to stand before them as an orator. — f Laughs 
and hisses, J — Centlemen might oppose his 
being heard ; but though he could i^ot dis- 
play much oratory, he could speak his 
opinions. — ( Inter rup(ion,j — The resolu- 
tion of the venerable Mover goes to snatch 
a man from a profession, which, however 
honourable in itself, he has exalted ! — to 
rob him of that glory which awaits him, 
and which he has so dearly earned t — to 
destD>y the fair prospects of fame and for- 
tune, which have led him through a la- 
borious life of peril and privation — nay, 
more, it calls on him to disgrace himself, 
by' abandoning a profession in which the 
Noble Lord has reaped so much honpiir 
himself, and has contributed, in so large a 
proportion, to the glory of the nation! 
He proceeded to observe, that such a 
pledge would be an inducement to Mi- 
nisters to give the Noble Lord a ship, as 
soon as he was returned to Parliament, so 
that his Lordship would be obliged to 
resign his commission or his seat, and thus 
perhaps be preVehted from serving his 
country in either capacity. 

Mr. Walker supported the motion. If 
there were two duties to be perforraedt 
one abroad and one at home; the latter, 
he conceived. Would be paramount. It 
was very properly stated by the Gentlemau 
who preceded him, that Westminster 
ought not to be deprived of one of its arms. 
They must all recollect the upright conduce 
of Lord Cochrane in the House of Com- 
mons, in opposing the insult oflbred to the 
Electors of Westminster, in the person of ' 
their other Representative ; but what would 
have been the consequence if he had not 
been on th^ spot ? Who, then, could 
have spoken their sentiments ? 

Mr. Gibbon opposed the motion — If, as 
Lord Cochrane stated, there was a system 
of corruption in every deparlment of the 
State, and if, by going abroad, he might 
not only serve his country against the 
enemy, but devise means of recttfying 
abuses ih the profession which he so great- 
ly ornamented, he could see no just reason 
why he should be deprived of his seat in 
Parliament. It would be most prepos- 
terous to find fault with him under such 
circumstances — ^when, perhaps, he was 
•achieving a greater benefit than' he could 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



459] POLITICAL REGISTER.— Wrs/mi»f5<«r EUeium. 

bave effected even in. the House of Com 



[MO 



mons. 

Major Cartwright'5 motion was then 
put, and. negatived. After which the fifth 
Retohition was carried ^most unanimously. 

On the sixth Resolutbn beins proposed— 

Major Cartwright said, that, previous 
Ip the question being put, he wished to 
iBove a Resolution, which, if carried, 
should be inserted before that which they 
had just heard read. Although the mo- 
tion he had before submitted was nega- 
tivecf}' he flatiered himself that what he 
was about to propose would meet their ap- 
probation. It had been carried, that 
Lord Cochrane was a proper person to re- 
present them in Parliament ; but it' cer- 
tainly could not be their intention,' if his 
Lordship were elected, and afterwards sent 
out of toe country, to do without one of 
their Represeatatives. . (le should, there- 
fore, propose — 

** That Lord ,Cochrane, if elected, be 
requested to pledge himself to resign his 
seat in the Commons' House of Parliametu, 
by accepting of the Chiltern Hundreds, in 
case he should be ordered out of the king- 
dom in his naval capacity." 

Mr. Gibbon said. Lord Cochrane had 
shewn, in his address, that, even abroad, 
he could be of. essential benefit to the 
country. He would, therefore, oppose a 
Resolution, which narrowed and confined 
his exertions. If they were to fietter men 
10 this manner, they would ultimately find 
nO candidate willing to serve them. Would 
it be just^ if tlie great Lord Nelson, or 
Marquis Wellington, held seats in the 
House of Commons, that, while they were 
pursuing the interests of their country 
abroad, they should be deprived of the 
honouf of a seat in the Parliament at 
home? 

Mr. Walker supported the motion. 

Major Cartwright said, that the Gen 
tleman (Mr. Gibbon) who had lately ad- 
dressed them, seemed to have an objection 
to Members of Parliament given pledges ; 
but he could inform him, that the Lord 
High Chancellor, and every man who ac- 
cepted a situation under Govenunent, gave 
a pledge, by taking the oaths of allegiance 
and supremacy. Therefore, pledges were 
the doctrine of the law and the constitution. 
The number of military and naval officers 
in the House of Commons had grown out 
of that system, which was called the Rot- 
ten-borough Parliament, If the j>eople 
had the lair exerdse of the elective fran- 
chise, there would be very few Officers 



sitting in Parliament, liabk to be seat out 
of the country at the shortest notice. The 
least the people could expect was, th» 
they should not sufier by it. The OCBoer, 
if ordered abroad, had his option. Let 
him, if he pleased, pursue the career of 
honour and ambition; but let not the 
people lose sight of the necessity of having 
their Representatives ready on the snot, 
prepared to oppose every atudc on their 
liberties. He need scarcely point out to 
them the encroachments which had beea 
made on their liberties when they saw 
their country under a military Govera* 
ment, and the law arried Into executioii 
by the point of the bayonet. Major C« 
then entered at some length in|a the cii^ 
cumstances attending the arrest of thirty- 
eight persons, who had assepibled at Mail* 
Chester, to petition for Refomw-thestmeoy 
he said, were falsely accused by an in- 
former, and the friends of despotism ea^ 
gerly darted on their prey. Tl^ey were 
sent to gaol ; not by the ordinary operation 
of the law, not jby the intervfntioo of con- 
stables, but by the agency of a military 
force. Thev, however, gained a victory 
over their false accuser, and the current of 
Reform was only impeded for the moncnt* 
When this was the case, when socfa base 
acts were publicly known, was It not ins* 
portant that their Representatives shooUl be 
ready to protect their righu ? He, there- 
fore, thought this pledji^ was not too auch 
to expect .from a Member of ParliaoMot, 
and he would not give his vote far any 
man who would not accede to it. 

Mr. Harris said, if this pledge were 
demanded of Lord Cochrane, and be 9tmi 
to it, he certainly vrould not TOtiB forliiaLi 
He was astonished to hear such a pvop^' 
sitiou; it went to drive L«rd Coclmae 
from a nqble profession^ to which h# was 
an honour. 

Mr. Richardson was of opinioii, b^m 
the nature of the proposed cnf¥^Uhmf tkfH 
there was not a smcere wifh toeket L^M 
Cochrane. Ifsuch a pledge wei? tendered 
to his Lordship, and he accepted of itt he 
(Mr. R.) would neither vote for Iua9 nor 
would he ask a single friend to do so. 

Alter a few words from the GnAwiAir 
and Major CARTWRiCHTf the ReaobniMi 
proposed bv the latter was carried. 

The sixth Resolution was then 9gntd to. 

Mr. HAR9IIS neat prop o w d 

** That the Comnuttee who ^oodncied 
the Election for Westminster hi 1807, be 
requested to carry the Resohitioos of tUs 
Meeting into eSect, and the indhridoRb of 
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this l^feeUog will give tbtir best asmtanot 
to the same end." — ^Agreed to. 

Hie thanks of the Meetbg were then 
voted to the Chairman, after which the 
assembly inunddiately broke up* 



OFFICIAL PAPERS. 

Battle or Salamanca. 

(Caniinuidfrom page 446.^ 

.^aurmy, or such as belonged to individuals 
^<«vho had no right to have them, or to such 
"who had a greater number than they are 
alkvwed. I did not hesitate iksaking use of 
this means, the inmiiient interest of the 
army and the success of the operations be- 
iii|^ at Slake. I therefiofe ordmd the seiz- 
ure of su^h horses as were under this 
predicament, and I likewise seized a great 
mmber which were with a convoy coming 
iTDm Andalusia, all upon estimation of 
their value, .and making payment for them. 
This measure, executed widi security, gave 
U8, hi the space of eight days, 1,000 more 
borsemen, and my cavaliy united amount- 
ed to more than 3^000 combaunu. *Mean- 
ivhile I n» less hoped to receive succours 
from the army of the North, which ton- 
'ciniied its promiseJs, the performance of 
vrlucb appeared to have commenced, but 
of whi^ vre have not hitherto seen any 

efiect.* The 8th division of the army of 

I'drtagal occupied the Asturias ; these 
troops were completely isolated Grom the 
army ; by the evacuation of the provmces 
of Leon and Benavcnte they were without 
suooours, and without any communication 
with the Army of the North ; because on 
the one Mt the Trindadores^ who shouti 
kive come from Bayonne, could not be 
sent to Gijont and, oa the other side, the 
'GoMral kk Chief of the Army of the North, 
although he had formally promised so 
doings had caused himself to l>e disj)en8ed 
'i^ith, thrdwiiig a brid^ over the Deba, 
and tho<^ to establish posts. This division 
had been abl^ to bring only very little am- 
munition, foi ^V4, of means of carriage, 
jnd thi; v?as. in i^rt. consumed; nor did 
^hey know how to re|>lace it : its position 
'mahi every moment become more critical, 
and the enemy seriously occupied himself 
with it, inasmuch as if it v^ere still thus 
isolated, it would remain entirely ignorant 
of the ijuDortant events which were taking 
jdaoe in Uie plains of Castillo, Geneial 
Bonneti calculating on this state of mai- 
teriy mi coosidcringi accorcfiog t^ the 



koowtedge he has of the country, that it 
is moch easier to enter, than depart out 
ofit| according as the enemy might oppose 
the entrance or departure, he decided on 
evacuatmg this provmce, and on taking a 
position at Reynosa; there havmg learnt 
tha^ the Army of Portugal was in presence 
of the English army, and that they were 
JOD the point of en^ginir, he did not hesi- 
tate on putting himself in motion and re- 
joining It.— Strongly impressed with 
thb important succour and the augment- 
ation which my cavalry was about to re- 
ceive, not having feamt any thing positive 
ftirther cbnieeming the Army of the MoVth, 
and being besides informed of the march 
of 'the army of Gallicia, which iu-thecoune 
of a few days would necessarily broe me 
to send a detachment to repulse them, I 
thouftht it my duty to act tvithout delay. 
I had to fear that my situation, which was 
become niuch ameliorated, might change 
by losiiur tioie, whilst that of the «nemy 
would, by the nature of ihinn, become 
better every moment; I therebre reserved 
on repassing the Douro, but thb operation 
is difficult and delicatey it cannot beun- 
dertaken without much art and circum- 
spection in presence of an armv In condi- 
tion for battle. I employed tne davs of 
the ISth, 14tb, Idth, and lidi July in 
makmg a number pf marches and counter* 
marches, which deceived the enemy. I 
feigned an intention ta turn by Toro and 
turned by Tordesillas, tnaking an ex- 
tremely rapid march. This movement 
succeeded so well that the whole army 
could pass the river, move to a distance 
from it, and form itself without beeting a 

sinrie enemy. On the 17th the army 

tool' a position at Navarre del Rey. The 
enemy, who was in fall march for Toro, 
could only brinsr two divisions with cek- 
rity to Tordesiius de la Ordm ; the others 
were retailed from diffisrent parts, to re- 
cruit themselves. On the ISih, in the 
morning, we found these two divisions at 
Tordesillas de la Orden. As they did not 
expect to find the whole army joined, they 
thought they mighf, without peril, gam. 
sotne titne. Nevertheless, when they saw 
our masses cbmins forward, they endea- 
voured' to effect their retreat to a plain, 
which commanded) a village to which we 
were niarching. We had already reached 
them. If I had had a cavalry superior oc 
equal to that of the enemv, these two di- 
visions would have been dutn^red. We 
did not, however, pursue them the less^ 
and with all possible vigour, and during. 
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thjec hours' isarchi they were overpoKvered 
by il^ fire of our artillery, which I caused 
to tace them ia the re^r and flank^ a^d 
.which they could with difficulty amwer, 
and protected by their numerous cavalry, 
itky divided themselves to reascend the 
Guarena, in order to pass it with greater 
J'acility. — — Arrived upon the heights of 
the valley of Guarena, we saw that a por- 
tion of the English army was formed upon 
the left bank of that river. In that place 
the heights of that valley are very rugged, 
and the valley a middling breadih. Whe- 
llier it was necessary for the troops to ap- 
proach the water on account of the exces- ^ 
sive heatj, or whether it was from some 
other cause of which I am ignorant, the 
I^iglish General had placed the greater 
part of them in the bottom of tnie valley, 
within half cannon shot of the heights of 
whicli we were masters ; I therefore, upon 
arriving, im;i)cdiately ordered a battery of 
*40 pieces of artillery to be placed, which 
in a moment forced the enemy to retire, 
.after having left a great number of killed 
and wounded upon the place. The army 
inarched in two columns, and I had given 
the command of the right column^ distant 
from ilvat of the left three quarters of a 
league, to General Clanssel. Arrived 
upon tliis ground. General Claussel, hav- 
*ipg,few people before him, he thought he 
was able to seize upon the two rising 
grounds upon the left bank of the Guarena, 
and preserve them; but this attack was 
made with few troops ; his troops had not 
halted^ and scarcely formed; the enemy 
perceived it, marched upon the troops, 
which he had thus thrown in advance, and 

forced them to retreat. In this battle, 

^vhich was of short duration, we expe- 
rienced some loss. The division of dra- 
goons which supported the infantry, vigo- 
rously charged all the English cavalry; 
but General Garree, a little too far ad- 
vanced from the 13th regiment, fell into 
the enemy's power.— ^— The aripy re- 
mained in its position. all th^ night of the 
19th; it even remained in it all the day of 
the 520th. The extreme heat, and the fa- 
tigue experienced on the I8th, rendered 
this necessary to assemble the stragglers. 
At four in the evening the army re- 
sumed their arms, and defiled by the left 
to proceed up ihe Guarena, and take a po- 
sition in front of Almo. My intention 
was, at the same time, to threaten the 
enemy, and continue to proceed up the 
Guareha, in order to pass it with facility, 
or if the enemy marched in force upon the 



higha* Gua;i:ena, to return by a rapid 
movement upon the position they should 
have abandoned. ^ The en^my followed my 
movement. On the 20th, before day, the 
army was in motion to ascend the Guarena. 

The advanced guard rapidly passed 

that river at that part where it is but a 
river, and occupied the commencement of 
an immeti^e piece of ground, which conti- 
nues without any undulation to pearly Sa- 
lamanca. • The enemy endeavoured to oc- 
cupy the tame ground, but could not suc- 
ceed : then he attempted to follow ^ pa- 
rallel rising ground, connected with the 
position they had just quitted, and which 
^very where offered them a position, p^ 
vided I should have marched towards 
them. The two armies thus marched pa- 
rallel with all possible celerity^ always 
keeping their masses connected, }t\ order 
to be every moment prepared for battle* 
The enemy thinking to be beforehand with 
us at the village of Cantalpeno, directed a 
column upon that village, in the hope of 
being before us upon tlie rising ground 
which commands it, and towards which 
we marched ; but their expectations were 
deceivtd. The light cavalry, which I 
sent thither, and the 8lh division^ which 
was at the head of the column, marche^ 
so rapidly that the enemy were obli^ to 
abandon it. Besides the road from the 
other plain approaching too close to ours, 
and that which we had having the ^dvanr 
tage of commanding it, with some pieces of 
cannon, judiciously placed^ greatly annoy* 
ed the enemy, for a great part of the army 
was obliged to deHle under this cannon, 
and the remainder was obliged to repass 
the mountain to avoid it. At last I pi^t the 

dragoons iii the enemy's track. r The 

enormous number of stragglers which were 
left behind would have giveii us an, .op- 
portunity of making 3,000 prisoners, had 
there been a greater proportion, betweep 
our cavalry and theirsj but the latter 
disposed so as to arrest our pursuit, to 
press the march of the infantry by blows 
from the flat sides of their sabres, and to 
convey those who could no longer march, 
prevented us. Nevertheless, there fell 
into our Jiand between 3 and 400 men and 
some baggage. In the evening the army 
encamped upon the heights of AMea Rubiay 
having its posts upon the Tonnes. TTic 
enemy re-occupied tbe position of Saa 

Christoval. On the 4lst, having been 

informed that the enemy did not occupy 
Alba de Tormes, I threvy^ a garrisoiL; into 
jt. The same day I passed the river in 
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:tmp xiiamns^ taUog my ckrectioa by the 
•Ittms of the woods, and establishing my 
;€liiaip between Alba de Tormes and Sahi- 
sisiAca; My object in taking this directton 
was to continue ibe movement by my left, 
.HI Older to drive the enemy from the neiffh- 
bourheod of Salamanca, and £ght them with 
4rr€tater advantages. I depended upon 
taking a good defensive position, in which 
jthe enemy could undertake nothing against 
,ape, and, in short, come near jenough to 
4hem to take advantage of the first faults they 
ADight make and vigorously attack them. 



rOn tbt 2td^ in the morning, I went upon 
the heights of Galbaraca de Azzeva to re- 
jQQDnoitre the enemy: I found a division 
, which had just arrived there, others were 
jn inarch for the same place. Some firing 
,took place, for tfie purpose of occupying the 
jK>8ts of observation, of which we respec- 
.tivejy remained masters. Every thing an- 
nounced that it was the enemy's intention to 
occupy the position of Tesares, which was 
.a league in the rear of that in which he then 
was, .distant a league and a half from Sala- 
manca. They, however, assembled consi- 
.d^erable forces upon this point, and as their 
jnoyement upon Tesares might be difficult, 
if all the French army was in sight, I 
t|ioqgfat it right to have it ready to act as 
circtimstances required. — —There were be- 
tween, us and the English some isolated 
points, called the AropiTes. I ordered Ge- 
neral Bonnet to occupy that which belonged 
to the position we ought to take; his troops 
did so with promptitude and dexterity. 
The. enemy ordered theirs to be occupied, 
)>ut it was commanded by ours at 250 toises 
distance. I had destined this point, in the 
f vent of there being a general movement by 
the left, and a battle tsJcitig place, to be the 
.part and point of support of the right to all 

.the sumy. rThe first division had orders 

.to occupy and defend the plain of Galbaraca, 
which is protected by a large and deep ra- 
pine* The third division was in the second 
line, , destined to support it, and the 2d, 
.4th, 5th,. and 6th were at the head of the 
.wood €n massey behind the position of 
Aropiles, and could march equally on all 
sides, whilst the 7th division occupied the 
Jefc:hea[d\of thei. wood,, which formed a 
,point .extremely uneven, and of very diffi- 
cult '^cess, and which I had lined with 20 
pieces of artillery. . The h'ght cavalry was 
charged to clear the left, and place itself in 
.advapce of the 7th division.. The dra- 
.gociKis remained in the second line to the 
.righ(, of the army.. Such were .the dispo- 
^'ODSL made towards the iriiddle of the day. 



— ^The eoemy/had his troops paralld^to 
me, extending his right by leaning Uowarcis 
the mountain of Tesates, which always api 
4»eared to be his point of retreat.-^— r^Tft^^cK 
was in front of the plain occupied by thi 
artillery another vast plain, easy of defenc^ 
and which had a more immediate effect ^m 
the enemy's movements. . The possessioft 
of this place gave me the means, in cas< I 
should have manoeuvred towards the eve»* 
ing, of carrying myself on the enemy '^ 
communications oii Tamames. This post^ 
which was otherwise weU occupied, ^as 
impregnable, and in itself completed the 
position which I had taken. It was, bov' 
sides,Mndispensably necessary to occupy it, 
seeuig that the enemy had reinforced hii 
centre, from whence he might push forward 
€n masse on this plain, and commence his 

attack by taking this important pomt. 

In consequence, I gave orders to the 5tli 
division to take position on the right extre* 
mity of this plfiin, the fire from which exr 
actly crossed tluit from Aropiles, to the 7th 
division, to place itself in a second lijue to 
support this, to the 2d to hold itself in 
reserve to the latter, and to the 6th to oc- 
cupy the plain at the head of the wood, 
where a large number of pieces of artillery 
were yet remaining. — ^I gave like orders 
to General Bonnet to cause the. 122d to oc* 
cupy a point situated between the great 
plain and the point of Aropiles, which de- 
fended the entrance of the village of Aro*- 
piles ; and, finally, I gave orders to General 
Boyer, Commandant of the Dragoons, to 
leave a regiment to clear the right of the 
General, and to push the three other regi- 
ments to t}ie front of the v^ood, on the flank 
of the second division, in such manner as to 
be able, in case the enemy should attack the 
plain, to attack them by the right of this 
plain, in the mean while that the light ca- 
valry should charge his left. The most 
part of these movements were performed 
with irregularity. The fifth division, after 
having taken the post assigned to them, ex- 
tended itself on its left without any cause or 
reason. The seventh division, which had 
orders to support it, marched to its posi^ 
tion, and, in short, the second division was 
still in the rear. I feltiall the consequences 
which might result from all these irregur 
larities, and I resolved on remedying them 
myself on the spot, which was a very easy 
matter, the enemy as yet not having made 
any movement at all. At the same time i 
received the report of the enemy having 
caused fresh troops to pass from his left to 
his right; I ordered the 3d and 4th divi- 
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•ioQt 10 maidi bf die akkct of the wwd, 
inofder that I might diipoie th«ni at I 
fiDuod oeodfiil. it was half past bur 
o^dock, and I went to the place which was 
to be the object of a serious dispute, but att 
this akmient a shell struck me, aad btofce 
wtty right arm, and made two laige wounds 
in my right ^ide. • I thus became incs^able 
of taking any kind of part in the command. 
•—-The previous time which I should 
liaTe employed in rectifying the placmg of 
the troops on the left , was fruitlessly passedt 
the absence of the Commander gives birth 
to anarchy, and from thence proceeds dis- 
0Rler; meanwhile the time was running 
away without the enemy tmdertaking any 
thing. At length, at five o'cliock, the ene^ 

a, judging t^t the situation was favour-^ 
s, attM:k^ thi» ill-brmed left wbg with 
impetuosity^ The divisions engagMi re- 
pulsed the enemy, and were themselves re- 
pulsed jn their turn, but they acted without 
concert ahd without m«ithod. The division 
which I had called to sustain the first, 
found themKlves in the situation of taking 
part in the combat without having foreseen 
it.— Every General makes extraordmary 
cfbrts to supply by his own particular dis- 
positions, those which are rn the whole re- 
<iuisite, but if he can attain it in part, yet 
he cannot effect it completely. The artii- 
^y covered itself with glory, performed 
prodigies of valour, and in the midst of our 
fosses, caused the enemy • to suflfer enor- 
mously. He directed his anncks swainst 
Aropiles, which was defended by the brave 
120th regiment, and was there repulsed, 
ieaving more than eight hundred dead on 
the spot. At length the army retires, 
evacuates the plains, and retires to the skirts 
of the Wood. There the enemy makes 
fre^h efforts. The division of Foy, which, 
by the nature of the business, was charged 
with the covering of the retrograde move- 
ment, was attacked with vigour, and con- 
stantly repulsed the enemy. This division 
merits the greatest eulogy, as does likewise 
its General. Ftom this moment the retreat 
was eflfected towards Alba de Tormes, 
without being disturbed by the enemy. 
Our loss amounts to about 6,000 men hors 

de combat. We have lost nine pieces of 

cannon, which being dissiounted, could 
not be carried off. All the rest of the bag- 
gage, all the park of artillery, all the mate- 
rials belonging to the army have been 

brought away. It is difficult, M. le Due, 

to express to you the different sentiments 
mrhich agitated me at the fatal moment 
when the wound which I received cauied 



my removal £pom.ihe army. Iwoiddlwitii 
ddight have exchaaged this wotmd br ibe 
odtaintjr of receiviiq^ amortaiMrofee at the 
dose dt the iky, to have preserved the Ci- 
Gulty of eommflmd, ao welt did I kaovr tbe 
importance of the events which- had jaet 
taken pkice, and how necessary the ptv- 
sence dF the Commander-in-Chief was at 
the moment when the shock of the two ar* 
mies appeared'fo be preparing^ lo give the 
whole direction to the troops aad to appoint 
their movemena>. Thus one aaSavtunate 
moment has* destroyed the lesuk of she 
weeks of wise comb i na ti ons y of methodfoA 
movementi^ the issue of which had hitherto 
appeared certain, : and of which every thu^ 
seemed to presage to us that we should reap 
the fruit. On the 23d the army made its^ 
retreat from Alba de Tormes on PeaarsMla, 
taking its direction towank tbe Dooro^ 
The whole of the enemy's cavahrv harassed 
our rear, composed of the cavau-y of the 
first division. This cavalry fell back, and 
left the division too much exposed, but it 
formed itself m squares to resist the enemy. 
One of them was broken ; the others re* 
sisted,, aad especially that of the 69th, 
which killed 200 of the enemy's horse, by 
the push of the bayonet. After this time 
they made no attempt on us. — -General 
Clauseil has the command of the army, and 
takes such measures as circumstances re- 
quire. I ani going to have myself trans^ 
ported to Buigos, where I hope by repose 
and care taken, to recover dF the severe 
wounds I have received, and which afflict 
me more from the dire u^oence which they 
have had on the success of the army, thaa 
from the sufferings vvhich thiiy have caused 

me to endure. 1 cannot do' sufiBcient 

justice to the bravery with which the Gene- 
rals and Colonels have fought ; to the gool 
disposition which animated them hi that 
difficult circumstance. I ought particular- 
ly to mention General Bonnet, wnose repoo 
tation has been so long established. 1 
should likewise name General Taufin, vHio 
commanded the sixth division; Geaeralr 
Clauseil, though wounded, did not quit the 
field of battle, but to the end gave an Gb- 
ample of great peisooal bravery.. The Ge- 
neral of Artillery,. Terlet^ and Gokaiel Oi- 
geon, commanding the reserve of artillery^ 
particularly distinguished themselves.—-^ 
In this day, unfortunate as it has becoi there 
are a multitude of traits worthy of bek^g 
noticed, and which honoiu- the French iiaoie. 
I will collect them, and soKcit from his 
Majesty rewards for the bravt men who 
have deserved th e m, I ought not to de- 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



469} 

fer memioiiiog tha giUant condiMt of the 
bnvire Sub-Lieuieaant GuiUeoMti of die 
1 iSth raiment) wbe vpnmg ialo tl»e eot- 
my's ranks coobcaioaflag, ^pnikh be s^iaed, 
after haviog cat eflF tbe arm of the person 
who carried it ; he hat broi^ this flag 
into our ranks, potwithstaading the severu 

bayonet wounds he has reoeira). We 

haVe to. regret the loss of the General of 
Division Foey, dead of his wonnds; of 
General Thoinieres, killed upon the field of 
battle; and of General Desgravnrs. Gene- 
rals Bonnet and GlauseUy and the General 

of Brigade Menne, are wounded. 1 beg 

your Exodkncy to receive the a 
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my high consideration* 

(Signed with the left hand) 
Thi MAasHio. DoKt oi RAGVSA, 

After the first movements of the English 
army, his CatboHc Majesty, under whose 
orders were placed all the French armies in . 
Spain, was determined to unite all the dis- j 
posable troops he had belonging to the army I 
of the centre, to march at the same time ! 
with the Marshal Duke of Ragusa against 

the enemy. On the 20th July his Ma* 

jesty had in effect assembled a considerable 
corps, at the head of which he had ad- 
vanced between the 21 st and S4th of July 
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day's date, v^KMing die entry into Seville 
of the allied eerpB uider General Le Grai 
and Colonel Skerrett; I have received a 
dispatch from the latter, of which I trans-' 
mit a copy herewith, and a return of the 
killed and womnfed of the British detach- 
ment* I have the hooenr to be, Ice. 

Geo. Cookii Mafor«^>eneraI« 

SiviLLB, jbig. 9ft, 1819: 
Sir, — ^I have the henbor to reportthe 
movements of the detachment under my 
orders since the date of my last« The re- 
sult of which, the capture of the city of 
Seville by assault, defended by eight Fitnch 
baualions and two r^^hnebts of dragoont 
intrendied, will, I tmst, be considered as 
honourable to the allted arms and service- 
able to the cause of Spam. On ihe 94tb 

instant, General Crua Mourgeon, command- 
ing the Spanish troops, and myself, judged 
it advisable to make a forwaid movement 
on Seville ; for diis purpose it was advisable 
to force the enemy's corps of observation of 
three hundred and 'fifty cavalry and two 
hundred infantry^ at St. Lucar la Mayor. 
I marched from Manzanilla with eight hun- 
dred troops, composed of the 1st regiment 
of guards, the 87th, and the Portuguese 



vanccd between the 9l8t and S4th of July ZIT^ i^^Z'J^ ^yc ronuguese 

to Aievalo. Tht retreat of the Army of » !£^*?2i ??P^^^S^ic ^T"^* ^""^ 

I^ortuiral havinir taken olace before his Ma- S?"P?°*^r'^.^«*'««'«;^Spamsh troops. 



I^ortugal having taken place before his Ma 
jesty could join it, he was obliged to con- 
line hiniMlf to checking Lord Wellington's 
army, iraSch he has successfully done by 
this diversion. The greater part of the 
enemy's forces having marched upon the 
army of the cemre, his Catholic Majesty at 
first thought of covering Madrid, and send- 
iag from it the persons most attached to his 
service, and the most important objects. A 
consider^le convoy, escorted by Darmag- 
nac and Palombini's divisions, have been 
fortunately conducted towards Valencia. 
-: — On Iht 18th August the King had his 
hea^-quarters at Villa Robledo. The in- 
tention of his Majesty was to unite the 
tro^>s of the Army of the Centre, accord- 
ing to circumstances, either with the Army 
of the South or the Army of Arragon» to 
fight the English with advantage. 



SaviLLi TAXiif. — Downing-Stbbet, 
Sepi. iS.—A Dispaich, of which ihs /W- 
Itmntig is a Copjf^ has b€$n ihis daj^ rtai^^d 
§i Earl Bathursts Officef addnsud io his 
Lordship bj^.M/yor-Guural Coohf daiid 
Cadig^ Aug. 30, 1812. 

CAMBfJh^.MflBit. 
My Lordy^^^inoe my litter of 



The Spanish column attacked on the rig^t, 
and the British and Portuguese on the left. 
The French,were driven through the streets 
with prectpi(atio<i, leaving some killed, 
wounded, and prisoners. We took post at 

San Lucar without the loss of a man. On 

the 30th inst. Gen. Cruz and myself having 
jodged that ir #ouh] be attended with the 
most beneficial eflfects, both on the public 
opmion and in saving the city from being 
phmdered j if the French could be precipi- 
tated in their retreat from Seville? the al- 
lied troops, in consequence, marched for 
this purpose, and Arrived at the heights of 
Gastillejoi de la Cnesta, immediately above 
Seville, on the morning of the 97th, at six 

o'clock. The Spanish troops formed our 

advance. Tlie French advance was driven 
in ; the cavalry retired, leaving the infan- 
try in the plain, which last were charged 
by the Spanish cavalry, wlio made many 
prisoners. — *Thc Spanish troops attacked 
a redoubt ob our left, and lost a good many 
men. The columns advanced into the plain, 
1^ which movement this redoubt was turn- 
ed, and its communication cut off; the 
Sjpanish troops under General Cruz took the 
r%ht, and made a detour to arrive and at- 
tack on- that flank of Triana (the suburbs of 
Setille). I ordered the redoubt to boc 
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ittasfced hj a detachment of tbe 20tli Por- 
tugQesetregimebt, and advanced a field- 
piece with some Iroops, to keep in check 
tbe enemy's £re at one of the gates of the 
citj opposite to us, and after giving suffi- 
cient time for the Spanish coiumn to arrive, 
the Britiah and Portuguese troops advanced 
to (he attack in front ; the cavalry and ar- 
tillery advanced at a gallop, supported by 
the grenadiers of the guards, and the in- 
fantry following. The enemy abandon- 
ed the gate : we entered the suburbs, and 
advanced near to the bridge of Seville with 
as much rapidity as possible, in hopes of 
preventing its destruction, which would 
have rendered it extremel3r diflkult for us 
to succeed. , We were checked by the fire 
of grape-shot and musketry at tlie turning 
of the street. The grenadiers of the guards 
advanced to our support, and drove every 
thing before them. At this moment part 
of tlie Spanish column arrived ; we ad- 
vanced to the bridge under a heavy fire ; 
Captain Gadoux, of the 95th, with great 
j^dgment, made a flank movement on our 
left; Captain Roberts, of the artillery, 
brought up with rapidity two guns ; a heavy 
fiyre of cannon and musketry was soon 
brought to bear on the enemy, who were 
driven from their position on the other side 
of the river, and from the bridge, which 
they had only in part destroyed. The gre- 
nadiers of the guards, and some Spanish 
troops, led the columns that crossed the 
bridge. . A general rout ensued, and the 
enemy were driven through the streets, 
which were strewed with their dead^ and 
pursued at all points, leaving behind them 
valuable captures of horses, baggage, and 

money. It is difficult for me to express 

the joy of the people of Seville. The in- 
habitants, imder the fire of the French, 
brought planks to lay across the bridge; 
and their acclamations and vociferous marks 
of joy, added to the immense crowd, ren- 
dered it extremely difficult for the officers 
to advance through the streets with their 

columns. The vast extent of this city, 

the exhausted state of the troops who had 
advanced in double quick time for three 
miles, and the want of cavalry, rendered it 
impossible to continue the pursuit beyond 
the town. Such was the rapidity of our 
attack, that this victory over a French di- 
vbion, and the passage of a bridge which 
the enemy had materially destroyed, with 
his infantry and artillery, formed on the 
' banks of the liver, was achieved with a 

loss that appears almost incredible. 1 

have only lu regret the loss of one officer, 



Lieutenant Irett, royal artillery, who was 
killed, gaflantly fighling hlstgon at Uje 
bridge. The intrepidity of this valuable 
officer was obscfved by the whole detach- 
ment.- The lo$s of the enemy must have 

been very great. We have taken several 
officers, and, I believe, near two hmidred 

prisoners. The condiict of every officer 

and soldier has been above praise; where 
all have behaved well, it is difficult to dis- 
tinguish; I must, however, mention* die 
deuchment of the King's German Legion, 
oommanded by Comet Wieboldt ; the ar- 
tillery, by Captain Rdberts ; detachment of 
D5ih, by Captain Cadoux ; and the grena- 
diers of the 1st regiment of guards, by Cap- 
tain Thomas. To Colonel Maitlamli 1st 
regimoit of guards f second in command), 
I am much indebted from the commence- 
ment of this service ; and in (he attack of 
Seville his military tilenls, intrepidity, and 
zeal, were particularly conspicuous. I am 
also much indebted to Lieutenant Colonel 
Colquitt, commanding a detachment of the 
1st regiment of , guards; to Lieutenant Co- 
lonel Prior, commanding a detachment 20th 
Portuguese regiment ; and to Major Ma- 
clain^ commanding a detachment 87th re- 
giment. The exertions of Captain Wyu- 

yard (Coldstream Guards), Assistant Adju- 
tant General, and Lieutenant Reid, Royal 
Staff Corps, Staff Officers attached lo the 
detachment, have been indefatigable. Gap- 
tain Bunbury, 20th Portuguese regiment. 
Brigade Major, and Lieutenant Smith, 
Royal Engineers! were at this time detach- 
ed, on other service. During the whole. 

of this attack, our allies, the Spaniards, 
have rivalled the conduct of the .British 
and Portuguese troops ; and General Ccuz 
Murgeon, by his military talents and 
bravery, has principally contributed to the 

successful result of the day. Enclosed is 

a return of the killed and wounded. 

Durinfl; last night a division of 7 or 8,000 
French troops passed by. Our attack has 
saved the city from the devastations and 
contributions with which it was threatened. 

Captain Wynyard is the bearer of. 

this dispatch, who will inform you of any 
further particulars you may require. 

I have the honour. Sec. 

J. B. Skerrctt. 

P. S. A return of the guns and military 
stores taken, will be sent as soon as the 
quantity can be ascertained. Two of the^ 
field-pieces which the' enemy advanced 
against us,, fell into our hands. 
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NoitTBEBN V^AMi-^F\fiunih BidUim ^f 

the Grand French Jrm§. Slawkovoj 

^7lh Aug. 1812. 

The General ef divhioQ Zayootbetck, 
who. ooauDanded a Poiish dtrision at the 
battle of Smolensk, was wounded. The 
behaviour of the PbUsh corps at Smolensk 
astoiuBhed the. Russians, who «sed to de- 
spise them. Thef were struck with then- 
afeadiness, and the superiority which they 
displayed over themselves. At the bat- 
tles of Smolensk and Valontina, the enemy- 
lost twenty Generals killed, wounded, or 
taken, and a very great number of officers. 
The munbec of mep killed, taktuy or fsoond*. 
•d, on these occasioiis, may amount to froni 

%5 to 30,000 men. On the day after 

the battle of Valontina, his . Majesty |pnre 
the l^th and 21st regimenu of infantry of 
the line, and the 7th regiment of .tight in*, 
fsintry, a number of decorations of the Lci 
gion of Honour, to be hesioiwed .on the 
Gaptams, Lieutenants, Suhaltems, and Sol*, 
diers. The selections were made on the 
field, in a circle before the Emperor, and 
were confirmed with acclamations by the 

troope. ^The following are the names of 

those who obtained this honourable dis 
Unction : — [Here follows a list of the re* 
spectWe individuals.] — ^Nusyi>er of decora^ 
tions granted, to the 12th regiment 30; 
Sistdo. U\ 7thlightdo.33— Total, 87. 
— : — ^The enemv's aruiy» in retiring, bum 
the bridges and destroy the roads, in order 
to retard the march of the French army as 
much as possible. On the Slst, they had 
repassed the Borysthenes at Slob Pniwa, 
always closely followed by our adv^motd 
g^ard.*— The commercial esublishmenu 
at Sntolensk were quite untouched on the 
Borysthenes, in a fine suburb, to which 
the Russians set fire, for the sole purpose of 
retarding our march a single hour. Never 
;was war conducted with so much inhu- 
manity : the Russians treat their own coun- 
try as they would that of ab enemy* The 
country is fine, and abund^tly supplied 
with every thing. The roads are admir- 
able.— ^Marshal the Duke of Tarentum 
continues to destroy Dunabourg. The 
wooden materials, palisades, &cl which 
were jmroense, served to make feu-de-joie 

in honour of the 16th of August. Prince 

Schwartzenbei^ writes fr^ Ossiati, on the 
fl7th, that bis advanced guard has pursued 
the enemy on the road to Divin, that he has 
taken some hundreds of prisoners, and 
obliged the enemy to hum his baggage. 
General fijanchi, however, who commands 
the adv;u)c^ guar<j, has succeeded in seiz- 1 bank 



migSOOhagyige- 

could neither carry oi* nor destroy* The 
Russian anny, under Tormaoow, k» loet^ 
almost all its bag^ge. — The equipage Hor- 
the siej^e. of Riga baa begpm to BMve frodi^ 

Tilsit for the Ihtina. General St. Cyr. 

has taken a position on theDrusa* The 
rout of the enemy at the battle of Polotsk 
on the 18th was cooiplete. ThehcaveB»% 
variaikGeoeral Deroy was wonnded on tlie 
field of honour, at the agjs of 72, after 
nearly 60 years' service. His Majesty hae 
nomhnted htm a Count of the Empire^ 
with a revenue of 30,000 francs. The Ba- 
varian corps behaved with much bravery. 
His Majesty has granted it rewards and 

honours. ^Ihe enemy gave out that he 

would make a stand at Doro|^iobooj. He 
had, according to custom, thn>wn up earth 
and constructed batteries. ' The army hav- 
ing shewn itself in order of battle, the Em« 
peror repaired thither; but the enemy's 
General thought beuer of it, htax a retreat^ 
and abandoiied Doroghebouj, a city con- 
taining ten thousand souls and eight ste^les* 
Head-quarters were there on the 26th, and ^ 
on the 27th at Slawkovo. The advanced 

guard is close to Viasma. ^The Viceroy 

manoeuvres on the left, at two leanies Imn 
the great road ; the Prince of E«m»hl qn 
the ereat road ; and Prince Poniatowski on 

the left bank of the Osma. The capture 

of Smolensk appears to have had a sad ef- 
fect on the spirits of the Russians. It was 
called Sfnolensk'Uu'sacred ; SmeUnsk'lhc- 
strong; the ke^ of Moscow } besides a thou- 
sand other common sayings. Whoever has 
Smolensky has Moscawy szj the peasants* 
— ^— The heat is excessive; it has not ram- 

ed for a month. The Duke of Belluno^ 

with the 0th corps, 30,000 strong, has set 
out from Tilsit for AVllna. This corps if 
to form the reserve. 

Sixteenth Bulletin of the Grand Arnuf» 
Fiasnutj Aug. 31. 

The head-qtiarters of the Emperor were» 
on the 27th, at Slawkovo; on the SSth^ 
near Senlovo; on the 20th, in a Cestlo 
one league in tiie rear of Viasma; and on 
the 3o5k at Viasma; the armymaixhi^g 
in three column^-^the left, formed by the 
Viceroy, proceeding , by Kanoochkin^ 
Znamenkoi, Koster^ctkovo, and Novoe*:* 
the ceuue , formed by the King of Naples 
the .corps of the Prince of J^ckmuhl, the 
Duke of Elchinffen and the Guards m^rch* 
ing on the grand ro^d, and, the leU^^tlf 
I Prince Poniatowski ofiarching 9a iJ^^ letf 
" of the Qs^a by XoloAi Lm^^kt^ 
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t^AnAm^ aaJBtwHnii On Ae trt6 
the taemf wisfaiiig to rat on the Osma, 
oppcnite the villa^ of Riebke, took a po- 
gitno wkh his rear-guard. The Kmg of 
Ma|4et direcltd his caTaliy ^ the left of 
the enenif) which amounted to 7 or 8,000 
onralry. Sereral eharges took place, all 
is oor advantage^ A battalion of the 
coeny was pcncditted by the 4th regiment 
of Lancers. A hundred prisoners were the 
fTc Bt ctmluuied.J 



SvaakKDca or tbc Ambaioan Akmt. 

London GaxeUe Extraordinary^ Od. 0. 
War Deparimentf Dowmng^sireei^ Od. 6, 

Captain Core, Aid-de-Camp to Lieote- 
nant-Gentfal 9ir Ceorae Prevost, Governor 
in Chief of His Ma^estf's Provinces in 
Nordi America, airived this morning with 
dispatdbes from the Lieutenant* General, 
adornsed to Earl Bathurst, one of His Ma- 
jes^s Prfaidbal Secretaries of State, of 
wMch the MoWing Is an extract and a 
copjr:— 

Montreal^ Jug. 16. 

My Lord',— I Ceel the greatest satisfaction 
■Jn transmitting to vour Lordship a letter 
which I have this oay received by express 
Cnom Major-General Brock, announcmg to 
me the surrender of Fort Detroit, on the 
10th bst/by Brigadier-Ceneral Hull, with 
the army'lihd^ his command, exc^ing 
two thousand Bvt hundred men, together 

with twentt'-five pieces of ordnance. In 

my dispatdies of thfc 17th and 34th inst. I 
had the honour df detainng to your Lord- 
ihip the operations which bad taken plaijce 
in Upper Canada, in consequence of the in- 
vasion of that p'rovbct by the army of the 
United States* Brigadier-Gteeral Hull 
having crossed the DeuxNt river on the 1^ 
of last month, with 9,500 men, consisting 
of repilar cavalry and infauti^, and mili- 
tfa^ brii^|[ing with him several field^pietes ; 
and having driven in the militia towards 
Amhersibuig, first advanced to Sandwich, 
a|Kl afterwards approached Amherstborg, 
with a narC ^hls army to the river Canard, 
about feve miles from the fiNt^ where he 
was feikd m three attempts to^oross that 
river, and sufibed a consideraUe loss. 
The garrison of Amherstboig consisted at 
Aat dmt of a subaltern's det^hment of the 
Royal Artillery, ooasmanded bv Lieutenant 
Troi^ghton; of a detachment ot 900 men of 
the 6st rq^ent, under the command of 
Captain Muir; and.^f about as many: of 



the MSitia; the whole imder the command 
of Lieut.-Colonel Saint George, Inspecting 

FieM Oflker of Militia m the district. 

General Brock, relying upon the strong as- 
surances I had given nim, of a reinforce- 
ment u prompt and as eftctual as the cir- 
cumstances under whicit I was placed by 
this|new war would permit aie to send, 
adopted thr most vijpious measures for the 
of that part of the frontier which bad 
In these measures he was 
aided by the fertunate 
TofFort Michilimachinack, which 
giving spirit and confidence to the Indian 
tribes in its neighbouriwod, part of wlioo' 
assisted in its capture, determined them to- 
adfsnce upon the rear and flanks of the 
American army, as soon as they heard that 
it had entered the province*— ^The cer»> 
tafauy of tbe expected reidbfoements, vaA 
the weakness of the enemy on the Ni^ara 
fimitier, had in the mean time induced Ge* 
neral Brock to detadi ftxMn the garrison of 
FortGeoige 60 men of the 41st rcriment, 
under Captam Chambers, into the interior 
of the country, (or the purpose of coUect- 
mg such of the Indians auid Militia as aaigfai 
be ready to join him, and afterwards ad* 
vancing upon the left flank of the enemy. 
Shity men of the same rqpment were^aUo 
detached from that garrison to Amherst* 
bum and 40 to Long Pobt, to collect tbe 
Militia in thai quarter. Havii^ n»de these 
dispositions, and bavii^ previonsiy sent 
forwuxl Colonel Proctor, of the 41st vegS- 
ment, to AmheiMbnig, where he arrim 
and assumed' tbe comomd on the 20th of 
last month. General Brodc proceeded him* 
self from York on the 5th instant, for Foit 
St. George and Lotig Point on Lake Eri^ 
which last nlace be left on the 8th felknr- 
Ing fiir Aminerstbuig, with forty rank an< 
file of the 41st regiment, and 200 of the 

Militia fiMtes. ^Whilst General Brock 

was thus hastenmg his preparation! fiir the 
relief of Amherstburg, the prospects of 
the American army under General HoA 
were becoming every day more unfavour- 
able, and their situation more critical. l!ie 
Intelligence of the fidi of Michilimachtnadc 
had reached them, wliieh thev knew must 
expose theni to an attack of the Indians on 
one quarter, at the same time that they 
were threatened qn another by the force ao- 
proaching under Captain Chambers. An 
Indian tribe of the Wyandots, whom diey 
had in vaiu attempted to bribe, aided by a 
detachment of- the 41st regiment fttnn Am- 
herstburg, had succeeded in cutting eff 
their supplies on the oppositeiiide m the 
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liver, tnd in intettq^Ung tMr.dispatchesi 
which described in very strong terms their 
apprehensions and despondency. Thelossea 
they bad sustained in their different actions 
upon the Canard river, as well as those for 
piwecting their supplies, tcmther with the 
mode of warfare pursued . by the Indians, 
fayi greatly discounted suid di4>u*itea 
them, aqd had convinced General Hull how 
hopeless aiiy attempt would be' to storm 
Fort Amhers.tburg, without great jreinforce- 
ncnts and a battering traioi*— r-lt was 
under these circumstances, at this critical 
period, and when the enemy were Vghi- 
ning to consult their security by intrdich- 
ing ibemselve?, that Gienera) tiroci; entered 
Amherstburg with a reinforcement, whi^h' 
he ¥ras fortunately enabled to do on the 
13th instatit, without the smallest molesta- 
tion, in consequence of our decided naval 
superiority on th^ lakes. To his active 
and intellfgeiit tnind, the advantages which 
thf enemy's' situation afforded him over 
them, even with his very inferior fon^, be- 
came imttiediately apparent; and that he 
has not foiled most emctually to avail him- 
self of those favourable circumstances, your 
Lordship will, I trust, be satisfied, from tb^ 
letter which I have the honour of transdut- 

ting. ^3^^"S *^* broiight to your 

Lonlship's view me different circumstances 
which have ted to the suocessfiil termination 
of the campaign on the western frontier of 
Upper Canada, I cahnot withhold from 
Major-GeneralBilock the tribute dt applause, 
so justly dAie to him ibr bis distinguished 
conduct on this occasion, or omit to recom- 
mend him, through ^onr Lordship, 'to the 
favourable consideration of h\s Royal Highr 
ness the Princeilegeni, for the great abi&tv 
and judgment with which he hat planned, 
and the protnptimde, energy, and fortitude 
with which he has efiectedthe preservation 
of Upper Canada, with the sacrifice of so 
little British blood in aocomplishmg so ten* 

portant a service. My Aid- de-camp. 

Captain Gore, will hav^ the honour of de- 
livering to your Lordship this dispatch ^ 
and, as he b well qualified to give Jrour 
Lordship intbrmation respecting the mili- 
ary resources' of this com'mand, I shall beg 
leave to refer your Lordship to him bt bx- 
ther particulars. 1 hiave the honour, &c. 

ptIpROB PaivosT* 

Head-quarters^ DeiroUj Jug. 16,1813. 

Sir, — i hasten to apprise your Excelicocy 
of the capture of this v^ important post. 
Two t h ou s a nd five hundred troops have this 



dayjurxendered prisooenef war, and about 
twetity-fivt pieces of ordnance havebeeA 
taken ^without the sacrifice ef a drop of Bri- 
tish blood. I had not more thui sevcft 
hundred troops, iochiding militia, and about 
six Imndred Indians, to aiooomplasb thii, 
service. When I detail my good. fiMFtuoe, 
vour ExceUeney will be astonished. Ihitvtt* 
Deen admirably supported by Cdonel Proc- 
tor, the whole of my. Staff*, and I may justly 
say every individual under .my oommamd. 
Believe me, See. 
Isaac BaocK, Majbr-Gentnd. 

To his Excelleiicy Lieut.-Oencral 
Sii? George Prevost, Bart. 

HtHd-quarierSf HnUred^Sepi.A. 1812. 

M)r Lord,— Since. I had the honour 4>f 
tr^mitting to your Lordship my letter of 
tlie iffth ult. in chai^ of my iUd-de-^ 
Camp, Captam Core, I have received fiv>m' 
iMajor-General Brock a dispatch,^ of whkh- 
the enclosed is a Gopy,CQntaining.tbe partt-' 
culars of Brigadier-General Hulrs invasion . 
of Upper Canada, which has terminated, 
most gloriously to His Msyestv's arms, in^ 
that officer's defeat and surrenaer, as a pri- 
soner of war, with the whole of the Mrth*; 
western army, together with the fort Dt*-[ 
troit, and 33 |»ieces of ordnance.— —*I for-l 
ward this dispatch express. In theexpedft-^ 
tioD of its reaching Captain Gore previously 
t6 his leaving Can2(da,| which, with the oh - 
lours of the 4th United Sutes' regiment' 
acc^panyi^g it, I trust that officer will 
have the hopour of delivering to your Lord-, 
ship.— ^I have the honour to be, Sx. ] . 

QeOEGX PmVOST* /: 

To the Right Hon. Earl Badntrst. 

Head^uarierSf^JDeiroUf Augusilj^ '> 
: Sir,f-r-I have had the honour oiF infixm^ 
ing vour Excellency, that the enemy efl^- 
ed his passage across the Detroit river on 
the Uth ult. without oppositioo,. and that 
after eatablisfaing himself at Sandwich, he 
had ravaged the country as far as Moravii| 
town. Some skirmishes occurred between' 
the troops uipder Lieut^^CoL^Sc* George 
and the enemy npo0 ihe river Canai^ 
which untfiwmly termmated^ in his hting^ 
repulsed with los^ I justed it proper to 
detach a force down the river ThuBes^ c^ 
pable of acting in coi^'unetion with the 
garrison of Amherstbui^ oOmsively; bur 
Captam Chambers, whom I had appcfoted 
to direct this detachment^ experienMd dif- 
ficulties that frustrated lay iiit«iiioos« The 
(To lf€ fonwmed*/ 
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In order that my countrymeo and that lUe 
tTDtld may not be deceived, duped, aud cheated 

rn tUs aul^ject, I, WILLIAM COBBEl*r, 
Bofley. io Uaiapiliire, pot upon record 
the following Acta: to wit: That, oU the 94th 
Jime, 1809, the following artide was pab- 
liflbed in a London news-paper, caHed the 
Courier :-^— ^' The Mntiny amongst the LO- 
<< CAL MILITIA^ which broke out at EW, was 
^^fvftwMA*}^ suppressed on Wednesday bv the 
*^ arrival of four donadrons of the GERMAN 
^ LEGION CAVALRY from Bury, nnder the 
^ command of Geneiml Ancklaad. Fiva of the 
« ringleaders were tried by a Conrt-Martial, and 
M sfN^enccd U reetioe 500 loBhet eocA, part of which 
«< pvnishnieiit they received on Wodpesday, and 
^ a part was remitted. A aiopp^ie/or their Inuip- 
*^ socfcf was the ground of the complaint that ex- 
<' cited this matinens spirit, which occasioned 
^ the men to surround their officers, and demand 
** what they deemed their arrears. The first 
^ division or the German Legion halted yesterday 

«* at N«wmarket on their return to Bury." 

That, on the Ist July, 1809. I published, in the 
Political Register, an article ceosnring, in the 
'strongest terms, these proceedings; that, for so 
dorog, the Attomty Geueralprosecnted, as sedi- 
tious KbeUers, and by Ex-OiBcio Information, 
mt, and also my printer, ray publisher, and one 
of the principal retailers of theJPolitical Register; 
that I was bronsht to trial on the 15th June, 
IBIO, aiid was, by a Special Juiy, that is to say, 
by 19 men out of 48 appointed by the Master of 
tiia Croffn Ofioe, found guiity; that, on the 
90th of the same month, I was compelled to give 
bail for my appearance to receive judgment; 
and that, as. i came op from Botley (to which 
placa I bad retumed to nay fomily and my form 
oi the erening of the .I5th), a Tipstaff went 
down from LMidon in order to seiie me, per- 
•onally ; that, on the 9th of July, 1810, I, toge* 
ther vrith IDV printer^ publisher; and the news- 
man, were Wtmght into the Court of King's 
Bench to receive judmnent; that the three 
former were sentenced to oe imprisoned for 
iome months in the King^ Bench prison ; that I 
WMsenteneed to be imprisoned for two years in 
Newgate, the treat receptacle for malefoctors, 
and the front of which is the scene of numerous 
hangitigs m the course of every year; that the 
part orme prison in which I was sentenced to be 
omifined is sometimes inhabited by felons, that 
folons were actually in it at the time I entered 
it ; that one man was taken out of it to be trans- 
ported in about 48 hours after I vras put into the 
same yard vrith him ; and that it is the place of 
confinement for men guilty of unnatural crimes, 
of vrhom there are four in it at this time ; that, 
besides this imprisonment, I was sentenced to 
pay a\housand pounds TO THE EUNG; and to 
gire security for my good behaviour for seven 
yaars^ myself in the sum af 3,000 pounds, and 
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twosiireti^ in the sum of 1,000 pdodseachi 
that the whole of thii sentence has been executed . 
upon me, that I have been imprisoned the two 
years, have paid tiie thousand potands TO THE 
KING, and have given the bail, llmothy Brown ' 
and Peter Walker, Esqrs. bemg ray sureties; 
that tlie Attorney General was Sir Vicarv Qibbs, 
the Jndge who sat at the trial Lord ElleaSoiVingfa^ 
the four Ju^res who sat at passinascfliitence Btt«n- 
boro^ Orose, Le J»ane« and Bailey; and ttat 
the jurors were, Thomas Rhodes of Hanmatead 
Road, John Davis of Southampton Plac«, Jasaes 
EUls of Tottenham Court Road, John RidMi 
of Bayswater, Thomas Manham of Baker 9(rs^ 
Robert Heatfacote of High Street BfaryiebsM, 
John Maud of York Place Marylebone, Geeige 
Bagster of Church Terrace Pancras, ThosMs 
Taylor of Red Lion Square, David Deane of 8t» 
John Street, William Palmer of Upper Street 
Islington, Henry Favre of PaU BfsAI; that the 
Prime Ministers during the time wan Spencer 
Perceval, until he vras shotliv John Bellmglwpf 
and after that Robert B. Jenldnson, Eait of Li- 
verpool ; that the prosecution and sentence Cook 
place in the reign of King George tiie Thiid,anA 
that, he having become insane dnrint nqy iaqiiip 
sonment, the 1,000 pounds was paid to his seat 
the Prince Regent, in his behalf; that, during my 
imprisonment, I wrote and published 364 E may l 
and Letters upon political snitiacts; that, during 
the same time, I was visited by penons fron;i 197 
cities and towns, many of them as a sort oTd^pu- 
ties from Sodetiei or Clubs ; tiiat. at the en>ira- 
tion of my imprisomneht, on the 9th of July, 181^ 
a great dinner vraa given in London for the par* 
pose of receivmg me, at which dinner upwards^ 



600 persons were present. 
Francis Burdett presided; uia 



sf, 
and at which S^ 
lat dinners and odier 
parties srere held on the same oecasSoa in mavy 
other places in England; 6iat, on my way home^ 
I vras received at Alton, the first tovm in Hamp- 
shire, vrith the ringuig of the Church bells; that 
a respectable company met me and gave me a 
dinner at Winebester*, fliat I was drawn from 
n)ore than the distance of a mile into Botl^ by 
the people ; tbat^ upon my arrival in the viluge, 
I found all the people assembled to receive me; 
that I conduded the day by ezpl^nlns to the^ 
the cause of iny fanprisonmeDt, and by giriag 
them clear notions respecting the flogging of fos 
LooU Militia-men at ^, and resnectnur Bieam- 
ployment of German Troopa; and, fina^y, ww 
u nmre than acompens;^on for mv losses andfll 
my snfferinoB, I am in perfoct health and strtagA, 
and, thoo|£ I must, for theUe of six chiMfta, 
feel the diminution that has been< made m m^ 
property (thhiking it right in me to decline the 
offer of a subscription), I have the consolation to 
see grovring up three sons, upon wbosa haarts^l 
trusti all these foots wUl be engiaveh. 

Wm. COBBETT. 
BHiif, July tSf 1814. 
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sources in flour, soap, dmgs, fcc. and 
large magazines of brandy were found. 
The llussians burnt the magazines, and the 
finest houses in the town were on fire at 
our arrival. Two batulions of the 25tb 
were employed with much activity in ex* 
tinguishing them. We got it under and 
saved three quarters of the town* Tfat 
Cossacks before they left it committed the 
dreadfullest pillage, which has made the 
inhabitants sar, that the Russians think 
Viasma will be no longer under their 
dominion, since they treat it in so bar- 
barous a mann^. All th^ population of 
the towns retires upon Moscow. It is said 
there are now one millioo and a. half of 
souls in that great city. They fi^ar the 
result of these crowds. The inhabitants 
say that Ceneial Kutosow has been appoint* 
ed Commander in Chief of the Russian 
army, and that he took the command on 

the^8lh. The Grand Duke Constant 

tine, who had returned to the army, hav* 

ing fallen ill, has quitted it.--^ A little 

rain has fallen, which has laid the dust 
that incommoded the army. The weather 
to-day is very fine — it will last, as they 
believe, to the 19th Oct., which gives ua 
still 40 days' campaign. 
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Yo the Tnikolders of ike Cumtf of 
Soufhampion. 

x^ntiemcn. 

Our triumph yesterday was ai complete 
as even 1 could have Wished ; fin*, though 
the Sheriflfdid, at last, decide the tUspuUd 
point as to the show if hands agnast me, 
there was, I believe, not a sin^ indivi- 
dual present, who was not convinced that 
a majority of the nuiiieMNis assemblage 
Were in my favour ; or, rather, in favour of 
the honour and freedom of the country. 
— Ju (he course of my address to you,, 
and which you received in a ifianner which 
convinced me that success must finally at- 
tend our exertions, J made many asseriions^ 
y^hith assertions, I will, in my next Num- 
ber, prove to be slricily true. I am now 
atbsent from my books and papers; but, in 
my next, I will not only go fully into all 
the matters here alluded to ; but will also 
lay before you a plan for effecting an eman- 
cipaiion from the trammels whidi now dis- 
grace the Freeholders of thb county. In 
the mean while, Centlemen, I am 
Your faithful friend, 

WILUAM COEBETi:. 

fTmehester^ Oetober 14, 1S19. 



OFFICUL PAPERS. 

MoKruEBN Wab.^ Siadeenih JBulleHn if 

,4ke GrtmdJrenck Am^. 

fCorHiimei from pa^ 4,76. J 

result of this small affair. The positions 
»f the enemy were carried, and he was 
obl^ed to quicken fiis retreat.-* — On the 
SBth, the enemy was pursued. The ad- 
vanced guards of three French columns 
came up whh the rear guard of the enemy ; 
«Aey exchanged several cannon shot. The 

enemy was driven every where. Gene- 

•Cd <Umd CaMlinoourt entered Viasma on 

4he SOth, at day- break. The enemy 

had buonaed the bridges, and set fire to 
«evtnl quarters of the city* Viasma is a 
•town of l&^OOO inhdmants: there are 
-4vM0 fatKglmSf merohnts, and artisans ; 
there are 32 churches. Considerable re- 



Siveniunih Bulletin of the Grand 4nn^* 
Ghfal^ Sept. S. 

The head-quafters were, on the 31st of 
August, at Velit^hero ; on the Ist and ^ 

of September at^Ghjat. The King of 

Naples, with^the advanced guard, had his 
head-quarters 00 the 1st, tm wersts in ad- 
vance of Gbjat ; the Viceroy bad hb the 
same distance in advance on the left ; and 
Pribee Poniatowski had pushed forward 
two leagues on the right. Some discharges 
of artilkry and attacks with the sabre, were 
exchanged in each direction, and a few 

hundreds of prisoner^ wefer taken. The 

Ghjat river empties itself into the Wolga. 
«-^Thu8 we are in possession of the course 
of those waters that flow into the Caspian 
Sea. The Ghjat is navigable to the Wol- 
ga.— -The City of Ghjat contains a po- 
pulation of eight or ten thousand aoub. 
Many of the houses are built of stone and 

Q 
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brick. There are aatny parish churches, 
and s^eral manufactories of linen cloth. 
It is perfectly clear that agriculture has 
made great progress in this country within 
the last forty years. , It no longer bears 
- any resemblance to the descriptions which 
are given of it. Potatoes, pulse, and 
cabbages grow there in abundance: the 
granaries are full. The present is the 
harvest season, and we enjoy now the same 
weather here as we have in France at the 
commencement of October. The de- 
serters, the prisoners, the inhabitants, all 
agree that the greatest confusion prevails 
at Moscow, and in tlie Russian army, 
which is distracted with a diversity of 
opinions, and has suffered enormous losses 
in the different actions. Some of the Ge- 
nerals have been changed. It appears 
that the opittion of the army is not fa- 
vourable to the plans of Barclay de Tolli : 
he is accused of having made his divisions 

fight in detail. The Prince of Schwart- 

zenburg is in Volhynia : the Russians fly 

before him. Some sharp affairs have 

taken place before Rioga; tlie Prussians 

bavc always had the advantage. We 

bave found in this place two Bulletins, 
which give an account of the actions before 
Smolensk, and of the battle of the Drissa. 
They have appeared sufficiently curious to 
be annexed to this Bulletin. Wlien we 
shall receive the sequel of these Bulletins, 
tbey shall be sent to the Moniteur. It ap- 
pears by their contents that the Editor has 
profited by those instructions he received 
from Moscow, ** that the truth is not to 
be told to tbc Russian people, but that 
Ihey arc to be deceived with lies." Smo- 
lensk was set on fire by the Russians. They 
Set fire to the suburbs on the day after the 
battle, when they saw our bridge establish- 
ed over the Boristhenes. They also set 
fire to Dorohoboni, to Viasma, and to 
•Ghjat; but the French came up in time to 
'extinguish it. This may be easily con- 
ceived. The French have no interest in 
burning those towns that belong to them, 
and in depriving themselves of the re- 
sources which they afford. The cellars 
have been every where filled with brandy, 
leather, and every species of article tliat 

is useful to an army. If the country be 

wasted, if the inhabitants suffer more than 
a state of war warrants, the fault is in the 

' Russians. The army rested on the J2d 

and 3d in 4he vicinity of Ghjat. It is 

positively asserted, that the enemy is em- 
ployed in forming an intrenched camp in 
front of Mojaisk, and has esublisbed lines 



before Moscow. At the battle of Kras- 

noi. Colonel Marbeuf, of the sixth light 
cavalry, was. wounded With a, bayonet at 
the head of his regiment, in the midst of 
a square of Russian infantry, whidi he had« 
penetrated with the greatest intrepidity. 

We have thrown six bridges over the 

Gh]2X.-^(MonUeury Sept. I8.y 

I'he following are the Russian erlides 
alluded to in the Seventeenth BulUtin, 

Military Intelligence. On the 4tli 

(16th J of August, the Emperor Napoleon, 
at the head of his whole army, 100,000 
strong, made his appearance before Smo- 
lensk. He was received about six wents 
from the city, by the corps of Lieut. -Gen. 
Rayewsky. Tlie battle commenced at six 
o'clock in the morning, and at noon became 
most bloody. The courage of the Russians 
overcame numbers, and the enemy was 
overthrown. The corps of Gen. Doctorow, 
which had arrived to replace that of Ray- 
ewsky, attacked the enemy on the 5th 
(17th} at day-light, and the engagement 
lasted till night-fall. The enemy vwis re- 
pulsed at every point, and the Russian 
soldiers, full of that courage and intrepi- 
dity which animates them in the defence 
of their country, fought with desperacy, 
invoking the assistance of the Almighty. 
But during this time the city of Smo- 
lensk was a prey to the iiames, and our 
troops took a position between the Dnieper, 
the village of Peneva, and Doroghoboni. 

The capture of Smolensk, which was 

reduced to ashes by the enemy, cost them 
more than 20,000 men. The inhabitants 
had all left it previous to the battle. The 
loss in killed and wounded on our side 
amounts to 4,000 men. The brave Ge- 
nerals Skalen and Bulla are amongst the 
former, We have made a great number 



of prisoners, and whole battalions of the 
enemy's army were obliged to lay down 
their arms in order to escape death. Three 
regiments of Cossacks and three of cavalry 
overthrew sixty squadrons of the enemy's 
horse, commanded by the King of Naples. 

Report of Lieutenant-Gmeral Count Witt- 
genslein to his Majesty the En^ror^ 
doled Oswec^July 31 (Aug. 12;, 1812. 
I have received information from my ad- 
vanced posts, that the enemy was making 
every effort from Polotsk to carry them, 
and by prisoners and deserters, that the 
French Grand Army was constantly receiv- 
ing reioforcemoits of Bavarian and Wiitem- 
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bvLTg tnx>ps« 1 received at the same 

time from the Miuister of War, inteliigeoce 
of the junction of the two armies, together 
with orders to attack them immediately in 
flank. 1 accordingly detaciied four squa- 
drons under the command of Major Be- 
dragai, whom I directed to observe every 
movement of Macdonald's army, and give 
me notice thereof. I advanced agaiast 
Ondiaot's corps, which I met on the even- 
ing of the 29th, four wersts from Rochoao- 
wa. Having immediately made the ne- 
cessary arraugemexkts, L yesterday vigorous- 
ly attacked him, with the help of God. 

After eight hours' constant fighting, the 
enemy was routed and purstied, till night 
came on, by his Majesty's brave troops. 

^\Ve have taken three officers and 250 

soldiers. The loss of the enemy, in killed 
and wounded, has been considei^ble. 
Their cuirassiers, particularly, have suffered 
much, in consequence of their attempts to 
take our guns. 1 caused them to be pur- 
sued by the Hussars of Grodno, who dis- 
tinguished themselves on this occasion. 
We have lost 400 men in killed and wound - 
^y among whom we have particularly to 
lament tht death of the gallant Colonel 
Dennissen, who commanded the 25th regi- 
ment of chasseurs, and who was killed by a 

cannon-ball.- ^I mean to pursue the 

.etiemy to the Dwiaa» ' / 



SiTkRENDER 0^ THE AMERICAN ArMY. 

London GazelU Extraordinary^ Oct. 6. 

(Continued from page 47S.J 

intelligence received from that quarter ad- 
mitting of no delay, Colonel Proctor was 
directed to assume the command, and his 
force was soon after increased with 60 rank 

and file of the 4l8t regiment. In the 

mean time, the most strenuous measures 
were adopted to counteract the machina- 
tions of the evil-dbposed ; and 1 soon ex- 

. perienced the gratification of receiving vo- 
luntaiy. offers of service from that portion 
of the embodied Militia the most easily 
collected. In the attainment of this im- 
portant pbint. Gentlemen of the first cha- 
racter and influence shewed an example 
highly creditable to them ; and I cannot 
on this occasion avoid mentioning the es- 

• semial assistance I derived from John 
M'Donnell, Esq. His Majesty's Altomey- 
General, who, from the beginning of the 
war, has honoured me with his services as 
my Provincial Aid-de-Camp. A suffi- 



ciency ,of boats being collected at Loi 
Point for the conveyance of three hundn 
men, the embarkation took place on the 
8th instant, and in five . days arrived in 
safety at Araherstburg. 1 found that the 
judicious arrangement, which had been 
adopted immediately upon the arrival of 
Colonel Proctor, had compelled the enemy 
to retreat, and take shelter under the guns 
of his fort ; that officer commenced ope- 
rations by sending strong detachments 
across the river, with a view of cutting o{F 
the enetny's communication with his re- 
serve. This produced two smart skir- 
mishes on the 5th and 9th instant^ in both 
of which the enemy's loss was very con- 
siderable, whilst our's amounted to three 
killed, and thirteen wounded ; amongst 
the latter I have particularly to regret 
Captain Muir and Lieutenant Sutherland, 
of the 41st regiment ; the former an officer 
of great experience, and both ardent in 
His Majesty's service. Batteries had like- 
wise been commenced opposite Fort De- 
troit, for one eighteen- pounder, two 
twelve, and two five- and- an- half- inch 
mortars ; all of which opened on the even- 
ing of the 15th (having previously sum- 
moned Brigadier-Ceneral Hull to sur- 
render) ; and although opposed by a well- 
directed fire from seven twenty- four- pound- 
ers, such was their construction, under 
the able directions of Captain Dixon of the 
Koyal Engineers, that no injury was sus- 
tained from its effect. The force at my 

disposal being collected in the course of the 
the 15th, in the neighbourhood of Sand- 
wich, the embarkation took place a little 
after day-light on the following morning, 
and by the able arrangements of Lieut* 
Dewarof the Quarter-Master-Generars De- 
partment, the whole was, in a short time, 
landed without the smallest confusion at 
Spring Well, a good position, three miles 
west of Detroit. The Indians, who had 
in the mean time effected their landing two 
miles below, moved forwards and occupied 
the woods, about a mile and an half on oiir 
left. The force, which I instantly di- 
rected to march against^he enemy, consist- 
ed of ^0 Royal Artillery, two hundred and 
fifty 41sf regiment, fifty Royal Newfound- 
land regiment, four hundred Miliiia, and 
about six hundred Indians, to win'ch were 
attached three 6 -pounders and two 3- 
pound^rs. The services of Lieut. Trough- 
ton, commanding the Royal Artillery, an 
active and intelligent officer, being required 
in the field, the direction of the batteries 
was intrusted to Captain Hall, and the ma- 

22 
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Tine deptftncnt; and I cannot Withbold 
fby entire approbation of their conduct on 

this occasion. 1 crossed the river, with 

dn iiUebtion of waiting in a strong position 
the elKct of our force upon the enemy's^ 
camp, and in the hope ot conkpelling hhn 
to meet us in the field ; but receiving in- 
formation upon landing, that Col. M' Ar- 
thur, an officer 6f h!^ reputation, had 
kft the garrisob three days before, with a 
detachment of 500 men, and hearing soon 
"Afterwards that his cavalfy had been seen 
that morning three miles m our rear, I de- 
cided on an immediate attack. According- 
ly the troops advanced to within one mile 
of the fort, and having ascertained that the 
enemy had taken little or no pretaution to- 
wards the land-side, I resolved on an as- 
tauit, whilst the Indians poietrated his 
camp. Brigadier-General Hull, however, 
prevented this movement, fay proposing a 
'Cessation of hostilities, for the purpose of 
preparing terms of capitulation. Lieute- 
nant-Colonel John McDonnell and Captain 
Ctegg were accordingly deputed by me on 
'this mission, and returned within an hour 
mrith the conditions which I have the ho- 
nour herewith to transmit. Certain con- 
siderations afterwards induced me to agree 
to the two supplementary articles. — —The 
force thus surrendered to His Majesty's arms 
cannot be estimated at less than ^,500 men. 
In this estimate, Colonel M' Arthur's de- 
tachment is included, as he surrendered, 
agreeably to the terms of capitulation, ,in 
the course of the evening, with the excep- 
tion of 200 men, whom he left escorting a 
valuable convoy at some little distance ia 
'his rear; but there can be no doubt the of- 
*Acer coitimanding will consider himself 

■ equally bound by the capitulation.- The 

enemy's aggregate force was divided into 
two troops of cavalry; one company of ar- 
tillery regulars; the fourth United States 
regiment', detacbmenu of the Ist and 3d 
United States regiments, volunteers; three 
regimenU of the Ohio Militia; one regi- 
ment of the Michigan territory •< Thirty- 
three pieces of brass and iron ordnance have 
] already been secured. When this con- 
test commenced, many of the Indian na> 
tkms were engaged in active warfare with 
the United States, notwithstanding the con- 
stant endeavours of this Government to 
dissuade them fh>m it. Some of the prin- 
] cipal Chiefs happened to be at Amherst- 
burg, tryinjt to procure a supply of arms 
and ammunition, which for years had been 
withheld, agreeably to the instructions re- 
ceived from Sir James Craig, and since re- 



^at^ by your Excdiency.* 
Moment they took a most actfte part, arid 
appeared foremost tm eve^ occasion ; thef 
were led yesterday by Colonel ElUMt vA 
Captam M^Kee, and notUng codd exeedi 
their order and steadinen. Afcwprisooeif 
were taken by them during the advance, 
whom they treated with every Imtnanity; 
and it affords me much-pleasure hi aisurhig 
vour Excellency, that such was M&r*hr^ 
Dearance and attention to what was re<{Qitt8 
of them, that the enemy sustained tio odnr 
loss in men than' what Vtiti otcasioded'ttr 
the fire of our batteries.^-^^The'highMBJe 
I entertain of the abilities and Indgmentttf 
Lieutenant-Colonel Myers, induced ttie «» 
appoint him to the most important eom- 
maiul at Niagara; it was with Khictancef 
deprived myself of his assistance, but bA 
no other expedient; his daties as head of 
the Quarter-Master^eneral's departnmt 
were performed to my satisfaction by Lieu- 
tenant-Cdlonel Nichdls, Quarter^ffaifer- 

General of the Militia. ^apUinCiegg, 

my Aid-de-Camp, will have the honoor of 
delivermg this dispatch to your Excellency; 
he is charged with the colours taken at the 
capture of Tort Detroit, and those oC the 
4th United States regiment. — -^Captain 
Clegg is capable of giting your Exceitcncy 
every information respectic^ the ^tate 6f 
this province ; and I shall esteem 'inysitf 
highly indebted to your Excellency to af* 
ford him that protection, to which his me- 
rit and length of service give him a power- 
ful claim. 1 have the honour to be, &c. 

Isaac Baoox, Major^Gen. 

P. S. I hare the hononr to enclose acopy 
of a Proclamation, which { issued tduwi* 
ately on taking possessmn o^f this countfy* 

1 should havemeotiOBcd in the body of 

my dispatch the o^ture of the Adaai; 
she is a fine vessel, and recently repaiccdi 
but without arms* 

Camp at Detrmi, Jiag. 16, fSn. 
CAFtTULATioN for thc Surrender of Fort 
Detroit, etitered into between Major- 
Gen. 'Brock, commanding Hixftrftanfic 
Majesty's Forces, on die one* part, and 
Brigadter-General Hull, cionuwaiAffngtiii 
North-western Army of theUniCedSmes, 
on the other part. 

Art. I. Fort Detroit, with all the troop, 
regulars as well as militia, will be uamttfi- 
atdy surrendered to the British forces uoder 
the command of Major-General Brock^ mi 
will be considered prison^ of war, ariA 
the exception of such of the militia of tlie 
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Ifich^tgnjiory vtli9 Imk i«o( jpii^d the 
umfm — IJU AJl public stpres^aroM, and all 
wUk documeyita, iocludips every thiqg 
ew of a public lutura, will be immediate- 
ly givei^ up.—IU. Frivajt^ persons and 
property of every description will be re- 
8pe4»ed«— IV. His Excellency Rrfgadi^r- 
Qaustai HuUi having expressed a deske 
iW 2, detachiQeai froqi the. state of O^io» 
oik its way to joia bis army, as well as one 
sent from Fort Detroit, luaider the coownand 
of Coloael M'Arthur, shoMld be included 
m the capitulation, it is accordingly agreed 
tin. It is, however, to be understood> that 
such part of the Qhio militia as have not 
joineci the^ army will be permitted to return 
tp theic homes, on ^ndition that they will 
not serve during the war ; their arms will 
be delivered up, if beloagMig to the pvblic.^ 
-ttV. Ihe garrison will march out at the 
hour of twelve this day., uid the British 
forces will take immediate possession of the 
fort. 

J* Magdon^ll, Ueut.-Col. Militia, 
P. A. D. Ct 

J. B. Gl^oq, Major, A. Q. G. 

JaiIes MaLRE^ Lieut^-Gol. 5th U« IS* 
Infiincry. 

:i^. Brush, Cotonel commandiiig 1st 
Regiment q( MicfaigMi Militia. 
jyppnyved, 

W. Hull, Brig.-Gen^ eommandtng 
the N.W. Army. 
kp pt v ftdf IfAAC BfeocK, Majop-Geo. 

An Article Supplementary to the Articles 
of Gapiudation, concluded at Detroit, the 
I6ih Aug. 1812. 

ll is agreed* that the officers and soldiers 
ef'tke Ohio Militia and Volunteers shall be 
Mfmitted t* proceed to their respective 
InoMS, GO this condition, that they do not 
sen» dnripg the prceeiU war, unless they 
aee exehapg«l. 

W. HoLL, Brig. Gen. 
cMnmanding U. $• N. W*. Army. 
Isaac Beock, Ma|or*Gen« 

AaAitidrinaildkioa tatheSupplemeaUry 
Articb «f Gapkulation, canehided at De^ 
ltoit» A«g« 10, 1813. 
It is forther agreed, that the officers and 
soldiers of the iKVchigan Milithi and Volun- 
teers, under the comttand of Major We- 
thertll, shall be placed on the same prind- 
pfes as the Ohio Militia and Volunteers are 
placed by the supplementary article of the 

W. Hull, Brig. Gen. 

commaikKng N. W. Army U. S* 

Isaac Bftoesi Major-Gen. 



Belum of Ordnance taloen In: dbe-Fiort ancl 
Batteries at DeUmc, Aug. 18, IS12^ 

Ireuordaanoe — twenty- four poundorsi 
8 twelve-pounders, 5 nine-povnders, 3 six* 
poaoden« Brass ordnance — 8 six-pound* 
ers, S four-pounders, I three- pounder, 1 
eight-inch howitzer, 1 ^ye and half inch 
dkto.-*-Total of ordnanoe, 38* 

Felix Trouobton, 
Lt. Gom. Royal Artillery. 

N. B. No time to take an inventory ot 
oixinance stores, &c. and no return could be 
pcocured from the American officer. 



Fr^elamaiim by Jbem Br<fckf Ssq* Me^'09>' 
Qener^lf c0mmatuUng His Mx^tskfs 
Farm$ in ihe JPtavinu €f U^pu Caaada^ 

Whereas the tefrHory of Michigan wae* 
this day, by capttuiation, ceded to tbe arms 
of His Britannic Majesty, without any other 
condition than the protection of private pro- 
perty ; and wishing to give an early proof 
of the moderation and Justice of His Ma- 
jesty^s Government, I do hereby announce 
to all the inhabitants of the said territory, 
that the laws heretofore in existence shalt 
continue in force until His Majesty's plea- 
sure be known, or so long as the peace ami' 
safety of (he said territory^ will admit ther^* 
of; and I do hereby also declare, and make 
known to the said inhabitants, that they" 
shall be protected in the full exercise and 
enjoyment of their religion, of which all 
persons, both civil and military, will take 
notice, and govern themselves accordin|;ly. 
'•^All persons having in their possessioii^ 
or having any knowledge of any public 
property, shall fortlrwith deliver in the 
same, or give notice thereof to the officer 
commanding, or Lieut. -Gol. Nicholl, who 
are duly authorized to receive and give pro- 
per receipts for the same. — Officers of Mi- 
litia will be held responsible, that all arms 
in possession of the miliiia-men be immedi- 
ately delivered up, and all individuals 
whatever who have iu their possession arn^ 
of any kind will deliver them up withoul 
delay.— -Given under my hand^ at De- 
troit, thjs 16th day of August, 181^, audio 
the 6%d year of His Majesty's reign. 

Isaac Broci:, Major-Gen. 



SUBLIME HUl^iBUG. 

Of all the mstances, in which the people 

of England have been deceived as to tlw 

events of the war, the most complete is re* 

corded in the following documents ; to wit. 
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1st, An article published in the London 
Courier of the 7th of Oct. 1812 ; 2d, An 
l^xtraordinary Qaz£tte, published by the 
Government on the same day, with Lord 
Catlicart's Letter ; 3d, three Articles from 
St. Petersburgh, published in tlie Courier 
of the same day ; 4th, Two Russian Bul- 
letins relating to the battle of MoJ aisle (or 
Brodino) ; 5tii| Two French Bulletins, giv- 
ing an account of tbe same battle, and of 
the arrival of Kapoleon in Moscow. 

No. L 
A great Victory gained by the Russiems I ! 
A very different account, thank Hea- 
ven t is given of this battle from that com- 
municate in tlie French Bulletin. Hie 
Russians claim a signal victory, and have 
celebrated it at Petersburgh by the dis- 
charge of 101 guns, and by T£ DEUM, 
at which all the Royal Family assisted. 
They report that Davoust was killed, and 
Murat and Ney taken. The 18th Bulletin 
informed us that '^ Davoust had received 
no injury," but said nothing of Murat and 
Key having been taken ; nor did it make 
the slightest mention of any French Gene- 
rals made prisoners, though we have no 
doubt there were. Buonaparte confessed 
haying had six Generals killed^ and seven 
or eight wounded. Montbrun oc Caulin- 
court, who were killed, may have been 
mistaken for Davoust* 



No. II. 
7'he London-Gazelie Extraordinary, 

Foreign Office^ Oct. 7, 1812. — A dispatch, 
of which the following is a copy, was this 
day received by Viscount Casilereagh, His 
Majesty's Principal Secretary of State for 
Foreign Affairs, from his Excellency Vis- 
count Cathcart, His Majesty's Ambassador 
"Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary to the 
Court of the Emperor of All the Russi as. 

St. Petersburgh, Sept. 1 S, 1 8 1 2. 
My Lord, — I am most happy in having 
to begin my correspondence from St. Pe- 
tersburgh, by announcing that the arms of 
his Imperial Majesty have been victorious 
in a most obstinate and, genera] action, 
fought on the 7ih September, at the village 
of Bit)dino, between Mojaisk and Tjate, 
^on the great road from Smolensk to Mos- 
cow. It appears that Buonaparte had 

concentrated his forces after the affair of 

.Smolensk. Prince Koutousoff, on^ his 

part, had selected a position, and had esta- 
blished his forc^ in its viciaity« On 

Di<hrtmt<g. ^ ' . 



the 4th September the enemy ma3e a rc- 
connoissance in force, and was driven back 

with loss. On the 5th September, the 

French attacked the left, and were repulsed 
with considerable slaughter, both in the 
action and in the retreat, and with the loss 
of seven or eight pieces of ordnance.— 
On the 6th Septeifiber nothing of ctmse- 
quence took place; but Prince KoutousoiT 
brought up his reserves, completed his dis- 
positions, and added several inlrenchments 

and batteries on- his left. —On the 7th 

September, under cover of a thick misf, 
the French again attacked the left with 
great impetuosity, and whh all the means 
and successions of fresh troops that they 
have hitherto employed in their most des- 
perate exertions. They were received 

by the divisions of grenadiers belonging to- 
A\k left wing, commanded by Prince Ba- 
gration ; and the centre of the Russian line 
having in its turn attacked the mass direct- 
ed against the left, the affair became gene-* 
raL Prince Koutousoff dates his dis- 
patch from the field of battle. The ene- 
my are staled to have covered their retreat 
by the Wirtemberg infantry, and by large 
corps of cavalry. — —General Platow, how- 
ever, with the Cossacks, followed them, 

and killed or took great numbers. The 

enemy retreated upwards of thirteen verstst 
I have detained this dispatch two duys. In 
expectation of further events, and of a more 
detailed report ; but as letters have beea re^. 
ceived as late as the 9th September^ I have 
thought it expedient to transmit, in its pre- 
sent form, the account of an affair which 
must for ever add lustre to the milhary 
achievements of this empire, and which, 
though it may not be dedsive, must at least 
prove a most important feature in the his* 

tory of this war. 1 have seen. letters 

from distinguished officers of great expe- 
rience ; they consider this as by far. the 
most. dreadful and destruUive engagement 
they ever witnessed, infinitely beyoml that 

of Prussian Eylaw. Several General 

Officers have been wounded, besides those 
named ; and the loss of officers of other 
ranks is stated to have been in proportioa 
to that of the men. I have not heard the 
Russian loss estimated at less than ^5,000 

men. The loss of the French should he 

infinitely greater, because of the pursuit, 
and because the fire of their artillery ceased 
at an early hour, while that of the Ruesiaus 
continued as long as the guns could be 
brought to bear. The new raised troojy 




from Moscow were brought up, and appear 
to be perfectly effideni. Those who were 
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ctigaged behaved well. The right wmg 
was not much called upon ; and of the 
Guards one battalion only is stated to have 

sustained any loss. Reports have been 

received of the junction of the head of the 
army fnnn Moldavia with General Torma- 
zoflf's corps, which, with another corps, 
consisting of several divisions, which has 
joined that officer, will amount to an army 
of eighty thousand men, of the best de- 
scription. The corps of eighteen thou- 
sand men which embarked at Helsingfors, 
has landed at Revel, and is by this time 
near Riga, which will lead to an immediate 
reinforcement of General Wittgenstein's 

corps. Too much praise cannot be given 

to the national si^irit which anhnates all 
ranks of the Russians, especially those pro- 
perly so called, and the most sanguine ex- 
pectations which were formed of their con- 
duct have been exceeded. It appears 

that much reliance was placed by Buona- 
parte on the effects of his attempts to irUro- 
diice French principles^ and a popular cry 
0/ emancipation and liberty ; but that they 
have been received as an artifice to destroy 
tktir liberty and their religion ; and it is 
very confidently asserted, that he has given 
very strong marks of indignation against 
those upon whose reports of the disp<isition 

of Che people he relied. 1 have enclosed 

herewith translations of the Bulletins of the 
affairs of the 5th and 7th September, new 

style. The accounts of the battle of the 

7th reached the Emperor early on the 
iDorniug of his name-day, which is always 
celebrated with religious and other ceremo- 
iiiei, and illuminations. His Imperial Ma- 
jesly immedialely sent an Aid-de-Camp to 
notify U tome; and after divine worship 
in the Gdthedral, in presence of their Im- 
perial Majesties and the whole Court, an 
officer was ordered to read the Bulletin 
aloud, which gave the populace an oppor- 
tunity of expressing their exultation. A 

^rps of militia, of ten thousand men, re- 
ceived their colours this morning, and are 
to march in two days from hence. 

I have the hoopur to be, kc^ 

Cathgart. 

No. ni. 

St. Peter sburgh, Aug. 30, 0. S. (SepU l\). 
We have, thank God! glorious news 
from the interior* No news of the battle 
is published yet,' and consequently we can- 
not discriminate what is official firom what 
is only report. Ceruin it is, that a general 
^^Uoocfy battle was fought on (the 26th^ 



O.S. (7th Sept.) not very far from Mos- 
cow, in which the whole of the two grand 
armies were engaged, and the enemy's 
completely defeated. It is said the image 
of the VIRGIN MARY was brought from 
the Cathedral of Moscow, and placed In 
front of the Russian army before the battle. ' 
General Koutouzoffand all his officers then 
pledged themselves, by a solemn oath, to 
conquer or die. This ceremony operated 
on the Russian army like electricity, and 
the attack instantly commenced, with an 
impetuosity beyond all exannHe. The 
slaughter of the enemy is said to be im- 
mense, and he was already driven fifteen 
wersts from the field of battle, when the 
dispatch was sent oflT, which was done be- 
fore any account of the number of killed, 
wounded, and prisoners could be made up, 
that the account might reach the Emperor 
yesterday, being St. Alexander's day. 
This intelligence arrived just as the Impe- 
rial Family were going to church, and it 
may easily be imagined with what grateful 
feelings the TK DEUM (always sung on 

that day) was celebrated.-^ The victory 

was announced to the public by the dis- 
charge of 101 great guns from the citadel, 
and the town illuminated in the e veiling* 

It fs said that Davoust is among the 

killed, Murat and Ney among the prisoners*. 

St. Fttersburgh, I2th Sept. K. S. 
At ten o'clock a Courier had arrived from. 
Prince Koutouzoff, dated 111 wersts in the 
neighbourhood of Mojaisk, that he had. 
been attacked by the French at Borodina,. 
and, in a general engagement, the French, 
were repulsed at all points, leaving 25,000 
killed and wounded, and 16,000 prisoners. 
The official Bulletin was expected to be 
printed every moment, and it was with 
difficulty they could make the Russians take 
any prisoners, \yhen the Courier had left 
the field of battle, the Russians had broken 
through the centre of the French army,, 
which retired precipitately three wersts, 
and PlatofT was in pursuit with the Uhlana 

and Cossacks. This is the report of the 

Minister to the people. The important 
victory was amiounccd by the firing of guns 
from the citadel. 

St. J^tersburgh^ Sept. 13. 

This moment has been published the of- 
ficial account, that General Koutouzoff has 
totally defeated the French, and lakcrt 
20,000 prisoners, among whom arc the 
Viceroy of Italy and Marshal Vty. Da- 
voust is dead. — -;-Aiiother account says, 
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that ihc battle wat foughtf«0 werst» froOL 
Moscow, on the (27th ulu) 8th Sept. It 
is said th;it, Murat is among the prisoners. 
— — VariaiH other letters fipom St. Peten- 
b^rgb ^ve been received; they all agree 
that the result, of the battle was in favour 
of the Russians. It is stated ia some of 
them that the French lost 100 pieces of 
cannoti. One of tbem concludes with ob- 
serving^ that the rdoicings at Su Peters- 
b^rgh on account of the victory was exces- 
sive : he says he could not write for the 
roaring of cannon.. 

No. IV. 



fTranslationJ^BuUeHn jf. 
l^rince Koutou«off^ General of Infantry, 
Commander in Chief of all the armies, re- 
ports to his Imperial Majesty as follows, 
from the vilUge of Brodino, under date of 

. the 6th September : After my last most 

humble report to your Imperial Majesty, in 
which I announced that I was waiting the 
attack of the enemy in the poflitiou of Bro- 
dino, the, 5th September^ the enemy di- 
rected a very, strong force against our left 
flank, which was commanded by Prince 
Sagralion. Observing the impetuosity with 
which th^ main force of the enemy threw 
them«^lves upon this point, I judged it 
necessary, in order to (iy his attack, to di- 
rect it agMnst the heiohts^ wbichhad been 
previously fortified. The engagement last- 
ed, with great obstinacy, from two o'clock 
until very late at night ; and your Majesty's 
troops displayed on that day the bravery 
which I had observed from my first joining 
the army. The second division of cuiras- 
siers being obliged to make its second attack 
hi the dusk, particularly distinguished it- 
self, and in general all the troops, to far 
flrom losing an mch of ground, defeated the 
enemv on every side, with much greater 
loss tnan they sustained themselves : eight 
guns were taken, of which three, being 
rendered touUy useless, were left on the 

field. Many o£Bcers deserve to be indi- 

tidually named to your Majesty, a list of 
whom I shall forthwith have the happiness 
of transmitting; for the present I confine 
ttyself to giving your Majesty a precis. 

{transUdim^} — Btdliim B. 

General Prince Koutouzoflf, Commaoder 
in Chief of the armies, makes most respect- 
fully to his Imperial Majesty the following 
report frqm the field of baule at the village 

of^ Brodino, the 8th of September. 

Since my report of the attack wh|ck the 



enemy had made on tke Stb iaaUm^ imt&« 
oonsiderable force upon the left flank of ouv 
army, nothing of importance was under* 
taken against us during the whole of the 
6th. But yesterday, at day-break, thae if 
to say, aboiu four o'clock in the moraao^,, 
the enemy, availing himself of the i^ggf 
weather, again directed the whole oC li» 

forces against our left flank, The k^tle 

became general, and lasted until night : tfaa- 
loss on both sides is mat; that of tlM- 
enemy, to judge from his urrible aUaekiF 
upon our fortified position, must pcaUi|r 
have surpassed omrs. Your Imperial Ms^ 
jesty's troops fought with incredible valouv. 
The batteries passed from the possession ot 
one party to that of the other, and the ro^ 
suit was, that the enemy, with hi& suptcm 
force, has, in no one part, gained, ao inobi 
of ground* I remained at night master oS 
the field of battle. So soon as I shall Iwv^ 
recruited my troops, supplied my ariAtler^r^ 
and augmented my forces by reinfiKoeiqpRlfli 
from Moscow, I shall, trusting in tfaje as^ 
sistance of the Altnightyr and the incredibi^ > 
valour of the army, see what I can uodec* * 

take against the enemy, Prince Bag|a« . 

tiou« to our great rc^et, has been woi^oded 
in the foot by a ball. Lieutenant-Gcaeral* * 
ToutschkofiP, Prince GortschakoflT, M«yor* 
Generals BachmstiefiT, Councs, WonoioK^f 
and i^recotf, have been wQunded. Wtt 
have takea from the enemy some priMvieiVf 
some guns, and a General of Brigade. I| 
is still night; and 1 have not hwa able, lor 
procure any more details.— -^His Imperial 
Majesty, in acknowledgment of the distitt-* 
guished services of the General of infantij« 
Prince Koiuouxofl^ has been pleased to ap* 
point him Maishal General, and to grant to 
him 100,000 roubles, and ako five nublei 
to each soldier who has h^d it shaM in tbii 
memorable battle* 



EigMuntk Bulltiin qf the Grand Frimk 
Arm^.-^Mojaislj Sept. 10, 18ij. 

Co the 4th the Emperw set out froel 
Gh}at, and encamped near the post of Grit'* 

neva. The 5th, at six o'clock in the 

morning, the arpiy put iuelf in motion. 
At two in the afternoon, we perceived the 
Russians formed, with their right upen 
Moskwa, the left upotfthe' heights oa tl»s 
left bank of tho Kolofha. Ai i ,300 loieee 
m advance of tho left, the oneeay had bo^ 
gun to fortify a fine height, besweeft two 
woodsy whct« ih^ had placed d or IA|0QO 
The fopoof baviif 
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ll^ ranked iMt lo Iom a moflKnt, and te 
carry , this poakian* Orders were givfa ig 
the Kiug oC Naples to piM the Kologha, 
widfeihe divisi«aGompaiis aid the cav^ry* 
Pnoce Poniatowski, whohadaafchedoo 
the right, was ina condiiioo to turn the 
poutioQ. At Ibur o'clock the attack ooi»- 
iSflQCfd* la one hour the enemy's redoubt 
was f anM, with the canooo ; the eiMmy'^ 
corps. Jrivtn from the woed^ and put to 
flighif kaviog the third part od the field of 
hattlc«, Kx stBYcik^iB Um evening the firing 

ceased. On the <J<h, at two o'clock 'm 

the aionuf^ the Eipperor siureyed the 
CMmy's advanced posts : the day waspase* 
ed in reoemiqiiriiig. The enemy weie in » 
BMitioB much contracted* Their kit w» 
^Mtals/fstmA hy the loss of the poskieit «thc 
day bcibro; badUd hy a large wood, sup- 
Wted by a fino heighit crowned by a r»- 
deubi^ planted wkh twenty-five piecea o( 
€anaaa4 Tw^ other h«ightW crowned witb 
udoubis ai 100 paces from eadi other» 
tfotccttd their Kne, as far as a hrge vOlagB 
Hdiicb the tmmy bad desir^cd, t» cover 
the ridge wiih artUkry and infimcry, and 
to aiipporithr centre. Their right exieod* 
ed behind tbs K/olegliai in tiw rev ol dbc 
village of Bcowdino, and was euppoited by 
twa fine h^gjbktii crowned with redepibis^ 
amtlbrcil^ yviOi batteries. This posicioB 
appealed strong and favonrahle^ It was 
easy to manmuvfe^ and to oblige the enemy 
ta evaci^au it, but thatt would hive been 
cenouncing our object, and the positjon vrai 
MK Judged sufficiently itfoog to render it 
necessary to avoid figbing. Itwaseasvie 
Pccqeivc that the ^nubu wtse but hidf 
mrqicd, the Gncc shallow, and neither pa- 
lisaded nor defended with chevauK-de-frise. 
Wc^ rcckeocd the eaemy's force at about 
190 or 130,000 men. Our Corces were 
•y a l , but the superiority of our troops 

waaaot douhifiiL On the 7th, attwo 

ift thnmmnmg, the Emperor was surceundr 
•d by the hfamhalt in the position taken 
thn evening before. At half past five 
ft'ckck, the sua rose without clouds: it 
had rahicd ite pftoediBg evening. <^ Iliis 
it tim sun of Aiisterlits#'^ mid the Impi- 
MB» Though but iho month of September, 
h was as cdd as a Dsccmber in Moravik« 
Ibe army reoiived the omen: the drwn 
hu$i and ifaoi following order of the day 
wm rend i-^'-^M Soldiers 5 diere is the field 
of battle you haw SO' much dmired! hence* 
foBtbvmUirydepcndaonyotti itisneoessa- 
fytouk: it will gm us. pkaty, good <|uar^ 
I for sho w in t e r , aixl a speedy return to 
yoiwselves as you 



did at Auslfirlita, at BriwihHidv Vitepsfc, a^ 
Smolensk : and that^ the latest posterity may 
speak of your cqodiioc this dlay with pride 
-Hhatitma^isay ofyon^ ^He wasit that, 
great battle m^kr the vraUs orilosflow/<i^* 
At the Imperial Camps on the heights oC 
Borodion^ 7th Sept. three o'clock a. nu** 

The atmy answered with veiteraiod 

acchmations* The ground eki which the 
army stood was sprcnd witb the dead h^ 
dies of the Rumians kiUed the preceding 
day.**<— Prince Poniatoiivski, wfan wm am 
the right, pul hamaetf in motion to tum 
the forest on which the enemy jcstod his 
kft* The Prince of Eckmuhl mafched oa 
the skirt of the Curesl, the division Coos- 
pans a the hcad« Two batteeies of 60 
cannon each, commanding the enemy^a pi^ 
sition, had been constructed in the ni^tw 

Xi WL #*elodB, General Count Sorbier^ 

who had armed the battery on the ri|^ 
with the artittery of the reasnre of the 
guard, conunenoed the fire, General Fbt* 
netty, with thirty pieces of cannon, put 
himself at the hnd of the division Goni» 
pans (4th of the 1st eofps),whe' skirted dm 
wood, tm r u in ^ the head of the enemy's po« 
skkn. At tedf past sis General Compane 
wmvrounded; at seven the Prince of £ch* 
muhl had his horse killed* TheattackadU 
vaneedt die mu s ket r y co mm in c e d . The 
Vicaney^ who fbemed our kfb, attadto and 
canritt the tillage of Borodino, which the 
enemy couU not defend; that viUane being 
ondiekftbankef theiCekgha. Atscvcn 
the Marshal Dtdte ol Ekhingen pot himself 
in motion, and under the pooteotien of sixty 
pieces eC cammn, which General Foncfaer 
had pkced the evenkg hefaoe against the 
enemy's centvOr bore upon the eentrr* A 
thousand pieceeof cannon spcead deatb on 
all sides*— *-*-At eight o'clock the posstions 
of the enemf wem carrkd, his ledouhts 
taken, and our artillery crowned his 
heights* The advantage of position which 
the enemy's baneries had. ei^oycd Cor two 
hours, now belonged to us.. The parapets 
wfakh had been occupied agahMtns during 
the attach, were now to our advantage^ 
The enemy earn tlw battle lost, which he 
thought had only commenced. A part of 
his awilkry vfaS'taken; the rat was witb* 
drawn to fak linm m the rear; In this ex^ 
tremity he auempted to restore the combat^ 
and to attack witb all his masses thsee 
strong positiona whkh he wu unabk te 
protect. Three hundred jpieow of French 
cannon placed on these heighiSf thundered 
upon his masses, and hk soldkrs died at 
thabot of these pasapeuwhkh thty had 
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nised with so madi labour, and as a pfo- 

tcciiog sheher. The King of Naples, 

with the cavalry, made various charges. 
The Duke of Elchingen covered himself 
with gh>ry, and displayed ts much intrepi- 
ditf as coolness. The Emperor ordered a 
charge of the front, the right in advance ; 
this movement made us masters of three 
parts of the fitld of battle. Prince Poni- 
atowski fought in the wood with various 

success.- There stHl remained to the 

enemy liis redoubts to the right. General 
Count Morand marched thither, -and ear- 
ned them ; but at nine in the morning, at- 
tacked on all sides, he could not maintain 
himself 'there. The enemy, encouraged by 
this advantage, made his reserve and his 
last troops advance to try his- fortime again. 
The Imperial Guards formed a part of 
them* He attacked our centre, which 
formed the pivot to our right. For a mo- 
ment it was feared that he might carry the 
village which was burnt; the division 
Friant advanced thither: 80 pieces of 
French caimon immediately arrest, and 
then annihilate the enemy's columns, which 
stood for two hours in close order under the 
chain-shot, not daring to advance^ unwill- 
ing to retire, and renouncing the hope of 
victory. The King of Naples decided 
their uncertainty. He caused the 4th corps 
of cavalry to make a charge, who penetrated 
through the breaches which our canoon- 
shot had made in the condensed masses of 
the Russians, and the squadrons of their 
cuirassiers; they dispersed on all sides. 
The General of Division^ Count Caulin- 
courty Governor of the Emperor's Pages, 
advanced at the head of the 6th regiment 
of cuirassiers, overthrew every thing, and 
entered the redoubt on^the left by its gorge, 
from this moment there was no looser any 
uncertainly. The battle was gained* He 
turned upon the enemy the 21 pieces of 
eannon which were found in the redoubt. 
Count Caulincourt, who had distinguished 
bimseif in this fine charge, has terminated 
his career. He fell dead, struck by a bul- 
let ; a glorious death, and worthy to be en- 
vied. It was now two in the afternoon; 

the enemy had lost all hope ; the battle was 
ended, the cannonade still continued; the 
enemy fought for retreat and safety, but no 

longer lor victory. The loss of the 

«iiemy is enormous ; from. 12 to 13,000 
snen, and from 8 to 9,000 Russian horses, 
liave been coimted on the field of battle : 
60 pieces of cannon and 6,000 prisoners 
have remained in our power. — ^ We have 
had 2)600 iilledi and thrice that nunykr 



wounded. Our total loss inay be estimatedl 
at 10,000 men; that of the enemy, at 
from 40 to 50,000* Never was there seen 
such a field of battle. Out of six dead 
bodies, there were five Russians for one 
Frenchman. Forty Russian Generals -vrere 
killed, wounded, or' taken; General Bagra- 

tion was wounded. We have lost the 

General of Division Montbrun, killed by a 
cannon-ball; General Count CauluKourr, 
who was sent to occupy his place, 'was 
killed by a shot of the same kind, an hoar 

afterwards. The Generals of Brigade 

Compere, Plauzanne, Marion, and Huart, 
were killed ; seven or eight Generab were 
wounded, the most of them slighdy. The 
Prince of Eckrauhl has received no injury.* 
The French troops covered themselves with 
glory, and displayed their great superiority* 

to the Russian troOps. Such, in a few' 

words, is a sketch of the battle of Moskwa, 
fought a few leagues in the rear of Mojaisk,' 
and twenty-five leagues from Moscow, near 
the little river Moskwa. We fired 60,000 
cannon-shot, which are already replac^ by 
the arrival of 800 artillery carts^ whidi 
passed Smolensko previous to the battle* 
All the woods* and villages from the field of 
battle to this^ place are covered with- dead 
and wounded. We have found here SjOOO 
killed or amputated Russians* A number 

of Generals and Colonels are prisoners. • 

The Empjcror was never exposed ; neither 
the- foot nor horse guards were engaged, or 
lost a single man. The victory was never 
uncertain.^ Had the enemy, when driven 
from his intrenchments, not endeavoured 
to retake them, our loss would have been 
mater than his ; but he destroyed his army 
by keeping it, from eight o'clock till two, 
under the fire of our batteries, and in obsti- 
nately attempting to- regain that which was 
lost. This was the cause of his immense 

loss. Every one distinguished himsdt 

The King of Naples, and the Duke of El- 
chingen, were peculiarly conspicuous. 

The artillery, and, particularly that of the 
guards, surpassed itself. The actioni 
which have rendered this day illusttioas 
shall be made knowu in detailed reports. 

*' Monsieur Bishop of , the passage 

of the Niemen, of the Dwina, the Borys- 
thenes, the combats of Mohilow, of the 
Drissa, of Polotsk, of Ostrowno, of Smo* 
lenskoy and, in fine, the^ battle of Moskwa, 
fiirnish so many respective reasons for ad* 
dressing thanks to the God of armies ; oar 
will, therefore, is, thatoa receiving this pre- 
sent letter, you concert measures with those 
to whom it of eight belongs* AssemUeanr 
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people in the churches to chant prayers, 
eooformably to the usage of the Church hi 
nmilar ch-curastances. This letter having 
soother object, I pray God to have you in 

Ills holy teeping. From our Imperial 

quarters at Mojaisk, the 10th of Sept. 1812. 

" By the Emperor, NAPOLEON. 

" The Minister Secretary of State, 

^' Count Daru." 

Rep^tl io Jus Majesty ike Emperor and 
King. 

Sire,— The result of the examination of 
the prisoners, of whom the greater part are 
ignorant recruits', or men taken before the 
t\aie and off the field of battle, as well as 
almost all of them wounded with bullets, 
and the greater part dying, has afforded me 
the following information with regard to 
some divisions of the enemy's army 



1st. The 12th division, forming part of the 
7th corps, composed of the infantry regi- 
ments of Smolensk©, Narva, Alexopol, and 
New Irtgria, as well as of the 6th and 41st 
regiments of foot chasseurs, and command- 
ed by Major-General Palitzin, who had 
succeeded General Kulbakin, wounded at 
>lohilow, received its recruits, which were 
(|rawn from depots, and brought up by 
Miloradowiiz on the 3d instant, in conse- 
quence of which the regiments of infantry 
were raised to 800 each, and the chasseur 
regiments to 1,200, which makes the 
Strength of this division to have amounted, 
before the battle, to 4,800 men, exclusive 
of two companies of artillery, with twenty- 
four pieces of cannon, from 6 to 12 poimd- 

trs. On the day of the battle of the 7th 

of September, this division was stationed 
in the centre of the first line. About two 
in the afternoon it had already sustained 
great loiises, and was in want of ammuni- 
tion. A Lieutenant of the regiment of 
Alexopol, named Peter Voronin, who, 
having been sent to the reserve to demand 
more, lost his way among the brush-wood, 
ttid was taken after the retreat of the army, 
d^lares, that General Rajewsky, command- 
ing the coVps d'armee, received a severe 
contusion, which obliged him to quit the 
field of battle, and that the General in 
Chief, Prince Bagralion, was wounded. 
•All the prisoners of this division agree in 
stating, that it lost ipore than half of its 
number ; that its confusion was complete at 
thl6 time of its retreat ; and that it owed its 
safety solely to Platow and Uvaroff, who 
covered it. Those of the 41st chasseurs 
sxfy that, there, scarcely remahied dOjtien 



to each company. 2d! The Ist division 

of grenadiers, consisting of the grenadiers 
of the body guard, of St. Petersburgh, 
Ekaterinoslay, Taurida, Pawlowski, and 
Arakschezeff*, commanded by Count Stro- 
gonofiP, and forming part of the 3d corps' 
d'armee, was on the extremity of the left, 
in the rear of the battery, where it sufferccf 
considerably by the fire of the artillery ; it 
was flanked by two squadrons of cuirassiers, 
which equally suffered withou? being; 
brought into action. The respective strength 
of these grenadier regiments amounted, be- 
fore the battle, to from 8 to 90^ men. 

Their loss is estimated at one-third, which 
they ascribe to the cowardice of the oflScere, 
who abandoned their ranks, and concealed 

themselves in the brush-wood. Twa 

regiments of chasseurs attached to this di- 
vision, Which were stationed in advance,^ 

were dispersed ; their loss is unknown.- 

A soldier, named Gregoriot de Pskow, who 
has served for nine years in the regiment of 
St. Petenburgh, declares, that he never 
saw his regiment give way as it did on this 
occasion. He says, that before the battle. 
Gen. KoutouKoff rode along their line, and 
harangued his troops, which, however, did 
not produce much effect. This man adds, that 
he heard Major Dalin, the commandant of his 
regiment, say, that about mid-day Beningsen 
had gone 40 versts beyond Mojaisk, to pre- 
pare there the means of defence : he believes 

that he went to Little Viasma. It was 

not known what had become of Tutsckow, 
the Commander in Chief of the Sd corps, 
or of the 3d divisfon of Kanowitzin, which 

formed part of it. 3d. The 2d division 

of grenadiers, consisting of the regiments 
of Astracan, Fanagoria, Kioff, Moscow, 
Little Russia, and Siberia," commanded by 
Prince Charles of Mecklcnburgh, and form- 
ing part of the 8th corps of Borosdin, was 
stationed on the 5th of September at the 
great redoubt, which was taken on the same 
day, and where it lost its cannon, a Cole^, 
nel, and more than the half of its men. 
The regiments of this division were quite 
full on arriving at Smolensko ; but they had 
not more than 1 ,000 each on the 6th, be- 
fore the action; and numbered not more 
than from 7 to 800 each, on the morning 
of the 7th, when they were in the vUl&ge 
which they were charged to defend,- in ad- 
vance of the batteries of tlte left Bank. It 
was at this time that the Prince of Meek- 

lenburgh was wounded.- ♦th. The 2d 

corps of Bagavout had manoeuvred on the 
6th and 7th, in order to advance to the-4eft 
of' the Uoe, to support the 3d corps. AH 
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Ihr prlsoDers afsertv that not one half- of it 

reuumcd to Mcjaisk. Th^ musketeer re- 

gimeuts of MtDsk, Tobolsk, Volhynia, and 
Kreoieatschugi as well as the 4th and 34tb 
chasseurs of the* 4th divlsioa, commanded 
hy the Prince of Wirtemburg, amounted to 
800 men each ; and after the battle, none 
of them could muster 400 : it was the same 
with the regiments of Raizani Belosersky, 
Bresc, and Wilmanstradt, as well as the 
30th and 48th chasseurs of the division of 

Aboufiefif. A. subahem of the regiment 

of Raizan, named Prohorofi^ dedares, that 
his Colonel, Avens, was killed ; and that 
during the letreat, he saw on the bank of 
the river,, the General ia Chief Tutsckow 
wounded,. a& well aa the Colonel of the 
mnadiers of Moscow. This corps had 
lew officers, killed, but many wounded. 
—5th. The 24th division of the 6th 
corps, which was stationed in., the grand 
central battery, nuistered after the baule 
«nly 30 men each company, though two 
4ays before they amovoned to 100 each in 
the regiments of Shirwantk, Butinkas, Usa, 
and ToiDJik; while the companies of the 
X9xh and 40th chasseurs amounted to 115 
men each, by means of recruits drawA from 
NovogoBod-Scwersky. 6th. The 2d di- 
vision of the guards^ composed of the Is* 
mailoffand Lithuanian regiments of grena^ 
diers, and of two cbasseur regiments of the 

giards, and of Finland, under the orders of 
eneral Lawroff, nfere stsitioned ia line in 
the rear of the three batteries on the, left of 
the centre* These regiments sufiered con- 
siderably from the anillery ; hut that of Is- 
mailoff having advanced with the bayonet, 
was so yigorousjiy chaigjed by the cavalry,, 
that not more than 40 men of each company 
were left to it-. General Krapowitski, cpm* 
mandiag a brigade, and the Colonel of the 
cej^mem of lamailoS^ were there wounded. 
SoKOLVicsiy Ges. of Divisioni 
Charged with » sptciil servicer 
Mffmsk^ ^ifpt. n), 18tf . 

ifituleenih BulUlin of Ike Grand Jrmjf. 
Moscow J SepL 16. 

After the battle of the Meakwi, tb* 
French army pursued the enemy upe» Moe* 
cow, by the three remes,. Mofaiak, Sveni- 

gprod, and Kalouga. The Kiiig of Na* 

pies waft e» the 9th at Koubinskee^ the 
ViceoDy- at Rooia, and Prince Ponialowslu 
at Fepinskoe* The lie9Ml*^arters wece on 
the l^th ti9an»fenied from Mqjaidi: «» Peae^ 
Koa^. on tbe 13tii ibey were at the easAle ef 
Bftrwska> ea the 14ih, ttmid-dax^ we eni* 



tered Moscow. The eoeo^ had caused o^ 
the Spartow Mountain, two worsts from tb% 
city, some redoubts, which he abandoned^ 

^The city of Moscow is as latjpe sie^ 

Paris ; it is an extremely rich dey^ hill of 
palaces of all the nobles of the empirflu. 
The Russian Governor, Rostapchin, wiabcKi 
to ruin this fine city when he saw it abaif- 
doned by the Russian army. He had arm- 
ed !$,000 malefactors, whom he had t^tken 
from the dungeons ; he also summoned to- 
gether 6,000 flfiytellilies, and diftribufced 

arms among them Cram the arsenal. 

Our advanced guard, arrived in tbe ceatre 
of the city, was received by a fire of musH 
ketry, which issued from the Kremlin^ 
The King of Naples ordered a battory of ^ 
few pieces of cannon to be opened, djb- 
persoi this rabble, and took possession of 
the Kremlin*- We have found ia the arstfr* 
nal 60,000 new muskeu, and 1^ pieces qC 
cannon on their carriages. The most oona- 
plete anarchy reigned in the ci^; son^ 
drunken madmen ran through its- diSmm 
quarters, and every where set fire to theo^^ 
The Governor Rostapchin had caused all thtt 
merchants and shopkeepers to becanried oS^ 
through whose instrumentality order m^ht 
have been re-esublished. More than 400 
French and Germans were arrested bf bkk 
orders; in fine^ he had taken the pyrec^tt.^ 
tion of carrying off the ficecnea with th^ 
fire-engines; so that the mo^t completf 
anarchy has desolated this gi'eat and 6ne 
city, and the flames are devouring it. We 
have foundin it oonsidsraUe resources ef 
every kind. The Eoiperor is lodffpd in tlNi 
Kremlin, which is in tbe centre oTtheci^ 
like a kind of citadel, surrounded by h|^ 
walls. Thirty thousand wounded or si^ 
Russians are in the hcMpitata, abandonedt 
without succour and widumt oourishflieqC» 

The Riissians acknowledge that tbef 

lost fifty thousand men in the battle of the 
Moakwa. Prince Bagration was mortaUy 
woimded. A list has been made of the 
Russian Generals wounded or killed in thf 
baule: it ajnounta ^^hetwacen £Mrty-five and 
fifty. 



Tmntitlk BMelin of [the Gnmd Jrmjt, 
, Moscow^ S^* 17. 

Ths RussiaM hive celefaiaied To JDomm 
for the betk of Polotsk, fe Bourns have 
beensung for the batties of Riga, lev tfae 
battle of Ostrowno,. and for that of Sme- 
lemko. Acconding to the Russian acceums, 
they were e«ery whene conquerore, and 
they droee thfr f reach to i gieat iGstaoee 



Digitized by Vj'OOQlC 



tOBi 



OGtOBfiR If, inii.'-^VgufbU'n^rs. 



|[M5 



from thie -field df battle. It was then, 
^mdst the strains of tke Russian Te Dtums^ 
Aatthe armyarriTcd at Moscow. Hicre 
they thought themselves conouerDrs, at 
9east the populace thmgfat so, for weil-in-; 
fimncd persons knew what was passmg. 
-^ — Moscow is the entrepot of Asia and of 
iSOfope. Its warehouses were immense; 
ctery house was provided for tight months 
with necessaries of every description, 
ft was only the evening before, and the day 
t>r our entnmce, that the danger became 
loiown. We found in the house of the mi- 
serable Rostopchin some papers, and a let- 
terbalf written; be fled without feishing 

^t. Moscow, one of the finest and richest 

^riea in the world, is no more. On the 
14th the Russians set fire to the Exchange, 
to the Bazar, and the Hospital. On the 
Wth a violent wiqd arose. Three or fiwr 
Jmndred raffians set fire to the city in 500 
dMferent places at the same moment, by 
order of the Governor Rostopchin. Five- 
sixths of the houses were built of wood ; 
the fire spread with a prodigious rapidity ; 
It Wa^ an ocean of flame. Churches, of 
wbich there were 1,600 — above 1,000 pa- 
laices, immense magazines, nearly all have 
fallen a prey to the flames. The Kremlin 

has been preserved. Their loss is in- 

tahcuJable for Russia, for her, commerce, 
Jand for her nobility, who bad left all there. 
It is not over- rating its value to state it at 

tnany mUh'ards. About 100 of these in- 

icendi^ries have been apprehended and shot: 
211 of them declared that thev acted under 
the orders of Rostopchin, and the Director 

of the Police. Thirty thousand sick 

and wounded Russians have been burnt. 
The richest commercial houses in Russia 
ite ruined. The shock must be conslder- 
d'ble. The clothing, the magazines, and 
(he equipments of the Russian army have 
been consumed. They have thus lost every 
thing ; they would remove nothing, because 
Vhey always thought it impossible for us to 
ITeach Moscow, and because they were will- 
ing to deceive the people.* AVhen they 
law all in the hands of the French, they 
^ronceived the horrible project of destroying 
by fire this first capital, this holy city, the 
centre of the empire; and they have re- 
duced to beggary 200,000 respectable in- 
babitants. This is the crime of Rostopchin, 
executed by felons liberated from the pri- 
sons. The resources which the army bad 
4b«nd are consequently much diminished; 
however, we have collected, and are still 
. collecting a number of necessaries. AU 
the cdlars ire untouched by the fi^, and 



the inhabitants, during Ae knt4wen(y^ilMar 
hours, had saved many arti<!)es. They en- 
deavoored to stop the pr^^gressbf tbe'flamel, 
but the Governor had taken the 'horritl 
precaution to carry off* or destroy all tht 

engines.- Tbe army is recorering from 

its fatigues; it 'has abundance of bread, po- 
tatoes, cabbages, and other vegetables^ 
meat, salted provisions, wme, bran^, 
sugar, coff*ee, and, in short, provisions of 

^11 sorts. The advanced guard is tweafy 

wersts on the roed to Kassau, by which the 
enemy is retreating. Another French ad- 
vance guard is on the road to St. Peten« 
bureh, where the enemy has not a singlft 

sol(ner. The temperature is still that of 

autumn ; the soldiers have found, and con* 
tinue to find, a number of pelisses and ibrs 
for the wiQter. Moscow was the depot 4>f 
those artidts. 



RUSSIAN BUil.£TINS. 
€f9C9ai Miiligmci from Omawl Bof^mf 
4€ rolUj Jtkd Vmoli^ % (St) Aug. 
19H. 

After Boy last oflicial report to your Iffl« 
perial Majesty, very important evtenls have 
taken place respecting the positions of lihe 
^rmy.— On the 3d j 15th) August, a re- 
port was received mmi MsQor-Gcneral 
Newerauskye, diat the enemv, who ad- 
vanced in great force towardfs Krasmow^ 
had pushed on his advanced guards to Lady ; 
in the mean time f also recehr^ informa- 
tion that Napoleon had left Wttep«k, tad 
concentrated his whole force near Balo- 
mouuchy, Orocha. and Dubrowna.— -— 
In consequence of this, it was iomicdiatdf 
determined that th^ 2d army should march 
to Smolensk, and after uniting aH its «on)s 
on the left bank of the Dnieper, hah. Toe 
1st army was to approadi Smolensk, or 
act oflensiveiy, should th^ enemy divide 
his forces. On the night of the same day 
Lieutenant-Ceneral Rajewski r^orted tkwt 
Major-General Newerauskye, alter faariBf 
been attacked by a superior force, bad 
found himself under the necessity of re- 
treating, after having suffered considerable 
loss, and tbat h^ was only 7 wersts from 
Smolensk. All the other accounts agreed 
in stating that the enemy with his whole 
force were passing to the left bank df the 
Dnieper, in consequence oP whidi, with* 
out loss of time, I inraaediately put die 
army in motion, and in the night id the 
4th (16th) arrived near Smolensk, jtist as 
ibe enemy were making a heavy attack ui 
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Lieut.-General Rajewski's corps. This 
affair has already been made known to 
your Majesty by the Commander-in-Chief 
of the 2d army, and serves as a new proof 
of the invincible courage of your Majesty's 
troops. Having ascertained that the enemy 
concentrated their whole fotce at one point, 
and had even drawn Prince Poniatowski's 
corps to their assistance, it was to be sup- 
posed, his real intention was to anticipate 
us in Dorogubush, or any other point by 
which he might obuin possession of the 
Moscow road. Taking this into considera- 
tion, we determined, together with Prince 
Bagralion, that the 7lh army should oc- 
cupy Smolensk, and remain on the right 
bank of the Dnieper, and by that means 
cover the march of the 2d army to Doro- 
gubush. In the night betw.een the 4th 
and 5th (l6th and 17th) this plan was ex- 
ecuted. The 6th corps, to which was 

attached the 3d division of infantry, took 
possession of Smolensk and all the out- 
posts. The 2d army, which put itself 

in motion on the same night, took its po- 
sition 16 wersts from Smolensk, and sent 
the irregular troops towards Jihaoe and 
Rosbowl to observe the enemy. Mean- 
while the enemy concentrated their whole 
force, and brought 150,000 men against 

Smolensk. On the 5th (17thj, at one 

p. m. they attacked our troops, who were 
drawn up on the road from Krosno and 
other points round Smolensk, but after an 
engagement, which continued without in- 
termission for three hours, they were re- 
pulsed at every point. At 5 p. m. after 
bringing a strong column of their forces, 
and an uncommonly numerous artillery 
forward, they attacked the city in every 
direction, but all their efforts and endea- 
vours were vain; aUhotigh they drove back 
our advanced troops even to the ruins of 
the walls of Smolensk, and appeared de- 
termined to storm the city, our valiant 
troops not only defeated them back to such 
a distance, that at night our advanced 
guards were placed without the walls. 
The attack of the enemv was very impe- 
tuous, but they received their recompense 
in their loss, which was so incredibly great 
that ours bear no proportion to it, although 

we had 4,000 killed or wounded. Our 

intention in defending Smolensk was to ar- 
rest the enemy, and prevent their arrival 
at Jilna and Dorogubush, and thereby give 
Prince Bagration time to arrive, without 
opposition, at the latter place ; the further 
defence could have been no longer useful, 
)>ui only on the contrary have occasioned 



the loss of our valiant soldiers ; . lor whick 
reason, after having successfully repulsed 
a severe attack, I determined, in the night 
between. the 5th and 6th (17th and 18th) 
to leave it ; but still keeping possession of 
the suburbs, called St. Petersburgh, and 
with the whole army take possession of th^ 
heights opposite Smolensk, and to appear 

as if waiting their attack. The enemy, 

after garrisoning the town, skirmished the 
whole day with our Yagers, who were 
posted in the suburbs of which during the 
whole evening ; they attempted to uke 
possession, but were constantly driven back. 
Nevertheless, during the night they sue* 
ceedcd in throwing a bridge across above 
the suburbs and in repairing the old one in 

the suburbs. At 7 p. m. when no fur* 

ther attack from the enemy was expected, 
a part of the army which formed the 2d 
column of tBe 2d and 3d corps of the ca- 
valry, and 5th and 6th of infantry, and 
a part of Major- General Newerowkye, uo- 
def General Docktorow, put theiaselves la 
motion, and continued their march througb 
Sakilena, Blsklow, Sec. At p. m* the 
first column, consisting of the 2d, 3d, and 
4th divisions of infantry, and of the first 
four of reserve of cavalry, under the com- 
mand of Lieut. -General Kutusow, marched 
by the way of Krachatschens, Gtdoaovf^ 
&x. to the high road of Dorogubush, but 
the troops under the command oE Major- 
General Baraskorf who garrisoned the Pe- 
tersburgh suburbs, marched on the 7th 
[19th) two hours after midnight, and 
formed the re^r-guard of the front column. 

General Platow detached part of his 

light troops, and formed a chain of de* 
tachments from Smolensk to Porilschiji, in 
such a manner, that we couLd approach 
with both columns to the Dnieper, and 
that these detachments should approach 
each other and form a mass, which could 
be freely used on all sid^. On the retreat 
of Major-General Korf, at three p. m. the 
enemy began to pursue, and at the same 
time detached a great part of his troops in 
the high road to Moscow, and scarcely had 
the 2d corps passed the village of Giden* 
uowo, where the road divides, one of which 
leads to Moscow, and the other to iBridi- 
chens, to which the first column marched 
when the enemy drove back the rear-guard, 
which^ was on the high Moscow road, and 
whilst' they were furiously advancing to 
lake possession of those points which the 
rear-guard of Major-General Korfs divi- 
sion had to pass. To prevent any danger 
to this General's detachment, which c6* 
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vered tlie retreat of the army oq tbe main 
road, and was atill at siz-weests' distance 
from tbe second corps, I ordered Major* 
General Prince Wirtemberg to delend this 
yo8l with some troops of the 4th divivon, 
and thi^ necessary quantity of artilkry, tiU 
Major-Geaend Koif shoidd arrive with hSa 
detachment. Notwithstanding the im- 
mense superiority of the enemy, the Prince 
of Wirtemberg kept possession of this post 
till Major-General Korf, with his detadi- 
ment, joined him, and then protected our 
retreat. rXhe enemy, who did not suc- 
ceed in this operation, now began to force 
Major-General Korpon's corps, which we 
posted along the great road to Moscow, 
and to pass troops from the left to the right 
•f the Dnieper, above his position, to be- 
come masters of the points which lead to 
tbe great road before the arrival of the ^ 
corps. The 3d and 4th corps were al- 
ready drawn up in order of battle at this 
place, but in order to detain the enemy, 
the advanced guard, tmder Major-General 

Tutschkow, was sent against them. 

It was ahneady four wersts from the high 
road, on which the 2d division of cavalry j 
and Major-General Korf 's detachment must | 
pass. Not long after, Major-General 
Tutschkow was much pressed by the enemy, ' 
and was supported by tbe 3d and 4th divi* 
siotis of cavalry, in order to assist in re- 
pelling the furious attacks of the enemy. 

At six, p. m. the enemy attacked 

Major-General Tutschkow with their whole 
force, consisting of Davoust's, Ney's, a 
part of the Viceroy of Italy's, and with the 
cavalry of the King of Naples* corps, en- 
deavouring, by every possible exertion, to 
drive him from his position. In the mean 
time, Major>General KorCs deuchmenc, 
and the second corps arrived on tbe high 
road, from whence I also sent a part of 
the troops to support General Tutschkow. 
This action, which lasted from one, p. m. 
till ten at night, was hot and bloody. Your 
Majesty's troops acted most gallantly, and 
notwithstanding the immense superiority 
of the enemy, kept possession of this, to 

us, most important point. Our loss on 

this day is very considerable, but that of 
the enemy greatly exceeds it. We had 
cavalry attached to our left flank, which, 
notwithstanding the superior number of the 
enemy's cavalry, repulsed* several despe- 
rate charges. At one o'clock of the morn- 
ing of the 8th (20th) the army put itself in 
liiotion, taking the direction of Solowjewo, 
whence yesterday a part of the troops had 
passed the Dnieper, and the remainder to- 



<by. ^The whole anoy wiD take a p»- 

sttkMi in the read, half wmy to Dogorobosh, 
where the ^ amy yesterday arrived. The 
greater part of the irrcg^lar troops are tm 
the right bank of the Dnieper, and keep 
np the ccinminliiin with the dcla cfa iDea t 
01 Adjutmt-Geoeral Baron Wmzci^erodey 
who has been ord ere d to take post at 

Duchawischtcsduoe* In these diflfercat 

engagements we have taken 500 is&aen 
and uAA\tn prisoiiers, ud tbe irrcgaiar 
troops have during the same time nude 
800 prisoners.. 

from General Barclay di ToUi^ dated Ike 
WlkAi^usi. 

After dispatching my most submissive 
report to your Majesty oo the 9th (Slst) 
August, I received inibrmation that the 
etiemy had crossed to the right bank of the 
Dnieper with his whole force, below Smo* 
lensk, and sent forward part of the 4ch 
corps under the Viceroy of Italy, towards 
Ducbowochtschina, and was, with the ren 
mainder, in pursuit of tbe Army under my 
command. The rear was on the 0th under 
the necessity of retreating entirely to the 
passage of the Dnieper by Soloujow. The 
first army, which on tbe evening of the 
9tb, marched out, tbe following oioming 
took a position near the village of Uswat, 
on the right bank of the Uski, after hav- 
ing strengthened the rear- guard under 
General Platow, and commanded him to 
detain tbe enemy as much as possible. On 
the 93d a small alteration was made in our 
positions. Tbe 2d Army, which bad 
marched from Dorogobusb, took a position 
on the left wing of the 1st Army, leaving 
behind it a strong detachment of infantry 
and cavalry near Dorogobusb, on the right 
bank of the Dnieper, under tbe command 
of Magor- General Newerouske. In the 
mean time both rear-guards had joined^ 
and at every step detained the enemy, nor 
did they retreat towards Uswat till the 
evening of tbe 23d. ^Tbe enemy ap* 

Eroached, • reconnoitred our position, and 
ndeavoured to turn our left flank, whilst 
they approached from tbe side of Ducbo- 
wochtschina towards Dorogobusb, and ap- 
peared so near that Prince Bagration feared 
being cut ofl* from tbe road to J ulna, by 
which, in case of misfortune, be must re« 
treat. At night, between -the lltb and 
12tb (23d and24tbj both armies retreated 

on the road to Dorogobusb. ?-Tbe 2d 

corps took a position on the right hank of 

the Dnieper, and Major-General Newe^ 

(To be continmdj 
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rD this fnbif ct. I, WILUAM COBBFTT. 
fiotley, m &nit>8bire, pot upon record 
ihe fbUiMiig fkets; to ivft: tlutt, tfu the Mth 
toes 180ft, the MlvviMfr «rti<lt mm fdb^ 
liaked In • Louden newtn^pfr^ oiNed -the 
Cooribb:-. — ^^ Tlw Mutiny mmongst the LO- 
^MCJiLllItLmA, which liroke o^t EW, w«» 
VwtimaMv «ipffe»ed M Wedocvdiylb the 
^ arriTal or four miiiidrone of the OERM Ajif 
^'I.BOION CAVMJnr Ami B«y, wider the 
<< conunaad of OeaeMl Ancktaiid: Five of the 
*^ rincleadert were tried by m Court-Martial, and 
^ e w ## i icg4 U no9^ 500 faiAev Meft,««rt ofwirich 
^ipoiMMMiit they leeeftfed^n WodiMillay> md 
<<%partwa»MiMtled. ^ i lf p^f \ /bf thfk huip- 
** MMM was the gronod of ^he.coii|phunt th«t-6s« 
^ ctted this mutfaioas spirit, whiA occasioned 
^ #f e m e n to ii i'o i Hid 'roeir oAcen, atid demand 
^ uriwt they inened their afraan. ne Hiit 
*'4¥ikkm of the G9rBaBlieibn*halled yeiiafday 
^ At Newwiu:fcet on their retitro to Biunr." — ^ 
That, on the Irft Joly, 1^0^. 1 published, in the 
MHlleiA fteghter.no nrdeie censoriiig, in the 
gmMgetftflMns 4iieai iMaoeedlngs; tbit, 4br«o 
Mng, the AttMMrOenemlprnnented^aa sedft^ 
tioQs tibellera» and by SxAMdo lnfowMirton» 
nie, and aiao my printer^ my rablisher. and one 
itf (beprhielpal retnilmnfUteYolftitinl Register ; 
fbatC^wnsJ^MNMbt <n trial on the 49th\lnne^ 
leiA, fend wasylirnapecialinqs that ^io«ay, 
^ It man ont of 46 Mofaited bjr the Bleaiv^ 
the Crown Otteety ionnd gnilty ; that, pn the 
fOtfatif the same month, T wai compelled to gNe 
bail for my ap pe wa w cie in reeeke Judgment; 
hH thaty nt I omne «p torn Botley (to ^adiNti 
placelhadretnmedto m -fiunQy^nd my tern 
on the evening of Uie 15th), n TipstdP went 
Aoim from tiondon hi order to seiae me, per- 
iondly ; tint, on tbe9fli «f ffnly, 1«10, I, toge- 
tfmr with.mv firinier. ^fMktvt. and the newn- 
wmt wese Vtonght into ^ Gonrt of Singii 
Bench to receive jod|mettt; that the three 
Ibrmer were gentenced to be imprisoned fer 
aoBK months in IbeKing^ Bench prison; that! 
maiscMencnd to lie J my ri sonert fiwr two yenm in 
^lonwate, the stent raeq^mcle for «Mdefiictnri, 
and £e front of <which is tin scene of nnnerons 
banghigs hi the course df every year; that the 
part df the pHson in which 1 was sentenced to b^ 
eoAied /is isometiaMS inhabited by Mms, ttat 
lUtsis veae aotoaVy hi Itnt the time I mnared 
if ; that one aun was taken out of it to be tnum- 
fiocted in.abont 48 boors sif^r t was put into the 
same yard^th him ; and that it is ttiefflace ik 
confinement for man#iilty nf mmatnnl Crimea, 
nf whom there are fonr in ^aaihii thne ; timt, 
besides this imprisonmentt I was ^entanoed ^to 
pay a thoosand pounds tO THE EINO. and to 
give aecnntv for my good behavioni' for seven 
yanrsy«qinetrin ahe«nm of S^iOO pnundi^nnd 



r^it 



(^ Hie ggai of l,tOD 

Mt «ie whaler aftWi aentepeebsn IpSmi 
upon me^ that I have been ■»P"«5^i,P^J25 
veats, have naid the flionsand pomids TO THE 
km G, ind have given thelMul, tiniolhy Brows 
and BoWtr Wmhar, A^n. 1«^ J^ •*Sjl?* 
Umt UteJhttemiir BtmnX was Sir ^icnnr Qifa%% 
the Jndnewho^sat at the trialJbordjEUeaborMiA 
die four Judges who»tatpi8rfngn»teaee«tteii- 
boronghy Oroie, Le BlanCf and Balt^t 
•be jurors wet^ Thomai Bho#«r «^ 
RmA, John »avisof«onthamptan I^tj^;— ^ 
EWifr^ftBottenham Court Komi, JohnJUnnb 
of Bi^swater. Thomas Maniwrn ofBaker Steae^ 
Robert Hea^cote df Wijh ftlreet Marytebcam, 
Jehn'Mand of Yoikyiaceaiany kib awe, #norga 
Itagster -of Chuftfa Vamna >^«MnMf "?*!■• 
Tiwlar of Jted lion Sflwae, l>avid 0eane ofic 
John Street, WJUiam Pahner of Ufper mrect 
WingtonvHonry Favre df 'P«t Mifll; » 
Prime Ministers 'daring tfie mfto weae 
Pnaanwtf^ nntil Im was A0t4w Joim Bd 
and after that«obert3. JeJkwayn, JiaH ofXi. 
verpool; that the prosecution and ^^oj^^l^^^ 
place in the reign of Kuig George tbe TMi q,nni 
that, hebaving bevome insane darinr my impA* 
nmnmnt, the l^eoo pounds aiaafttii tnibisHiB, 
thel^rhmeB^nt, in his behalf; ^mt,dwtegnv 
imprisonment, I wrote«nd4rabInhed.dMEmag;a 
and Letters upon pblitical subjects'; fliat, durte 
the samethna, I wasvWted by persona ivam IW 
dtita and towns, many dftham as aaort of depo. 
tiaa from Saeidtieanr Cfaihl ; that, at tfae:ezpim. 
tion of my imprisonment on the 9ai of JuW^ %8t^ 
a great dumer was 0ven hi Xiondon fdr diepa^ 
pose of teceivhig mei at wh*A dinner tmwwda*- 
•00 pemona were ptesent, and ^at ^wbM.Jn 
FrancisBnrdettpinsidBa ; that dinnaia and^Hhta 
parties were held on the same ocna^an io 



other places in Endand ; that on mf Way hom^ 
I waff received at Alton, the first town m Hanp* 
tfdre, Wift the ringing of «beOhnrehbaiai; tbrt 
araspeeaahle company met nie and ifsre men 
dinner nt Winchester; that I was •dwawn frosi 
more than the distance of a mile into Botley by 
the people ; that, upon my arrival intbe viUsg^ 
t found A\ the people assea ib l s d to-Ma^aema; 
thntaoanehidadlheday by eapiainhw^ Ma 
tiie cause ^f iny inprisonnienty and hf gnM| 
them dear notions reapecting the dogging ^^'"^ 
Local BBUtia-men at Ely, and respectit« the eai- 
nkiymant of German Troi»ps ; 'and,'inan|r» WWA 
m marethan n n amp e na a tsMnfor ay lMU sm an d al 
my snfibriMs, I am in nerfoct healtLand staangfb 
and, though I mnst, fot the sake (rf* aiz ddldri% 
ftel the didiinutiott 'that has been madem 0$ 
nropeity (thinking k right In ^me to dacilneiha 
oihr al'a sabacnpiiai), I bMthe cansahrtiflnia 
■da-gnwte'ap thfee#on8,,upfwi whose h^^sH^'* 



tniat, all these acts will be^engFsven. 
Wki 



BftHty^ J%l^ylBtf. 
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TO'THX 

FREEHOU)£RS OF HAMPSHIRE. 

GtothmeOf 

To those of you whp were present at the 
Castle of Wbichester, oo the, Idtb iustaqt; 
I ou^t to'offinr an apology for addresamg' 
upQii many of the topics, on w}\iph i am 
now abojDt to address you; but, as many of 
the Freeholders were not present upon that 
occa^op, it sippeairs to )ne necessary to re- 

Caf, in sMb^tanc^i. much of what I then 
d ttte honour to, address to the county as- 
sembled ; and, with regard to those of ycyj 
who were present, I owe the re- assertion 
and the proof of certain facts, which were 
stated by me, and which were denied by 
Mr. Ceorgejiose* I propose also to t4kc 
this opportunity- of clearly explaining to 
you the meaoingof what has recenj^ly heen 
published, in a li^ of Sir Fjfam^ Burtkct 
and in a letter of the Marshal of the King's 
Bench, relative to certain en^oluments, said 
to be received, by the Chief Judffe of the 
Court of King's JBfench, l^rd Ellenborough, 
and which, for obvious reasons, must be 
considered aft- not only a very interesting, 
but also as a very important subject. 

Gentlemen, as to the meeting at W/n- 
diesteri and the proceedings thereat, it will 
be borne in mind, apd especially by the 
sons and daughters pf corruption, fi|st, 
that there was a larger nieeting than any 
man had ever before beheld at Winchester, 
not only upon such an occasion, but upon 
any occasion; sec^onu, that ty^y^ possible 
exertion had been made by the other can- 
didates to assemble together persons to pre- 
vcAt» by all.poflsible mea^s, my voi^from 
being heard; ti^ird^ that, 19 spite of tb^e 
pre-concerted measures, I did obtain a 
hearing during more than an hour and a 
half with very little interruption ; and fhat, 
FOURTH, I b^^d^ i)pon a show of hands^ so 
great a number, that it was thought and 
asserted by many respectable gentlemen, 
that the show was decidedly in my favour. 
For my own part, I sincerely thought so, 
^.I made a representation to the High 



Sheriff accordingly; He, however, had 
determined otherwise; and, I am far from ' 
supposing, that he did not decide according 
to^ ihe best of his judgment. I confess that 
the point was a nice .one; but, 1 remain 
firmly conviuced, that the majority, by tba 
view, was for rae. And, hci-e, gentlemen, 
I beg you to bear in mind, that,, so far from 
any exertions having been made to draw ' 
people together in support of me, I had not 
asked one , single soul to vote for me, not ■ 
even the tradesmen in. this village who. 
work for me constantly, though .1 was «p* ' 
prized of their having been canvassed, ott 
behalf of the other candidates, by a Mr* 
£YRC,ofLandfbrd, in Wiltshire, of whose 
conduct and motives I shall speak more al 
large upon a future Occasion, and whos# 
success, in this instance, was certainly not 
such as to encourage him in the pursuit of 
such practices. 

It has, Centlemeni always appeared toi 
me. that, to canavass individually, especi- 
allyVhere the person canvassed is employed 
by, or ki a tenant of, the person canvassing, 
or is, in any shape, within the reach of his 
power, is not only a very mean, but a very 
base act. i do^ in ^hort, look upon it as an 
act of cotruplion of the worst kind ; and, 
therefore, I have heard, with no common 
degree of indignation, of a Land-owner a| 
Southampton, who, in consequence of 3ome 
of his. tenants having, in opposition to his 
requisition, voted for Mr. Ghamberlayne, 
has given tliose tenants notice to quit. This 
is an act of baseness for which a man ought 
to be held in universal abhorrence; he en- 
deavours first to induce men to vote contra- 
ry to their consciei^es ; he does all that lies 
in his power to induce them to take a. false 
oath ; and, being unable to accomplish this, 
detestable purpose, bemg unable thus ta 
corrupt the objects of his temptation, \\ty 
in the niost f(Hd way^ punishes them for, 
their-virt|ie. 

But, Gentlemen, I beg to impress it npon 
your minds, that ik> apology can be offered 
for a tenant,, who ^is, out of fear of his 
landlord, induced to give his vote contrary 
to the dictates of his own conscience. The 
voting at an election is a dutjf^ which tije 
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Freeholder has Co perform. That duty he 
owes to his country; and, if he doe^ not 
perfomi. it fbr ihe good of hi^ ccHiilt vy , he i^ 
guiltf, at the very least, of neglect of a 
sacked duty. J^e is called upon to giv^ \\is 
voice for the men whom, in his conscience, 
ht believes to be most likely to be faithful 
representatives of the people; and, if .he 
obey the dictates of his interest rather than 
the dictates of his conscience^ he is, at once, 
a corrupt and a perjured man. He is guihy 
of wilful corruption and wilful perjury, if 
he give his vote for a man whom he does 
cot believe will be a faithful representative 
of the people, a resolute guardian of tlieir 
liberty and their property. 

TenantSj I now address myself particu- 
larly to you ; and, I beg ^wi to consider the 
real character in which you appear, if you 
give your vote9 at the dictation of your 
landlords, and not according to your own 
consciences. You are as ready as any body 
to talk about rotten (for oughs^ and to rail 
against the corrupt wretches who inhabit 
them, and who notoriously sell their votes. 
But, softly with your railing! Examine 
into your own conduct, and see in what it 
differs from the conduct of those despicable 
men. I, for my part, have no hesitation to 
say, that, if any one of you give your vote 
at the request of your landlord, or witbt a 
view of continuing his tenant, or with that 
of securing any indulgence from him, you 
are more blamable, and more despicable, 
and more perfidious, towards your neigh- 
bours and your country than any caitiff 
voter in a rotten borough. He acts a much 
more manly part than you ; he boldly takes 
the bribe into his hand ; you take it slyly, 
jn the shape of abated rent, or in some other 
shape. No, you will say, " I take nothing; 
I merely oblige my landlord." Ah I you 
would fain cheat the world with this paltry 
juggle; but you will not succeed. You 
vote to oblige your landlord ; yes, but why 
do you wish to oblige him ? The reason is, 
and the reason must be, that you, by oblig- 
ing him, hope to continue his tenant, or to 
receive some sort of indulgence from him : 
in plain English, you give your vote for the 
sake of CAIN ; and, what does the bribed 
scoundrel of the rotten borough do more 
than this ? The difierence is^ that his gain 
consists of money counted down, ^ile 
your's comes to you in the profits of the 
house or land^ that you rent. You, ihere- 
' "* 1 as well as he; you arc not 
Jful and corrupt perjury 
his sins you add die 
|e sm of hypocrisy, 



while your landlord is guilty of corruption 
and of subornation of perjury ; so that tlie 
trafts^tiob leaves yoii, ft cbiiple of wfttchc# 
meriting the execration ^f all boiii^;nMiir - 
. In resuming my address ta yoiu the. fri^ 
holders in general, I shoul<i endeavouc to 
lay before you a true picture of tfae^tate oC 
our country, and to show you, that, unkas 
we make immediate exertions to put down 
corruption, the total ruin of Eoglaod is 
certain and at hand ; but, lest I saDold not 
have room, I must begin with calHa^ year 
attention to the points in dispute t>ttweea 
MR. GEORGE ROSE and myself, add to 
the other important topic noticed at the be* 
ginning of this letter. 

I told you, in the presence of Mr. Rose^ 
that he and his sons hac^ received 300,000 
pounds of the public m&ey. This Mr. 
Rose positively denied. Bi!^, Gentleraeo, I 
re-asserted the fact, and (Mtm now about to 
give you the proof in detail. Mr. Roee 
himself has, with the etceptioB of abdut 
three years, been in some o%ee or other, at 
the rate of not less than jSi^OOO a year for 
the last S6 or 28 years ; he has had a sine- 
cure office worth c£4,946 a year ever siuce 
the month of February, 1783. The date 
of the grant is stated in a report laid before 
the House'of Commons in Februarf^ 1802, 
and the amount is stated |n ^^imiJar report 
of June, 1810. From tb4 last-meniioued 
report, it appears, that the Right Honour- 
able Gentleman has possessed, {w fort^ 
two years, another sinecure place, wmh 
c£400 a. year. His son, William Stewart 
Rose, has a sinecure place worth <f2,lS7 ai 
year, according to a report laid before the 
House of Commons' in June, 1808* In 
1795, the active sturdy Old Gentleman 
obtained a grant in reversion of his great 
sinecure, to his son, G. Henry Rose, jfor 
the life of the latter. The date of the 
grant to W.S.Rose is not stated. NoW| 
then, let us see how the account stands. 

£. 
920,302 




1st. Sinecure since 1783, 
4,946/. a year, 99 years. 
Principal and interest 

2d. Sinecure for 42 years, atl 
400/. a year. Principal an4> 
interest •••..«.•••) 



«, at) 

years. > 

• ^ O 



3d. Salary for 36 
4,000/. a year . 



Sinecures • 



years, at] 



ii3,iOO 

27S,50ii 
104,000 

377,501 



I need go no further. There is no doubt 
in my mind, that the oth^r sinecure would 



U)^<f '9r nay ' 
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amount to/ at least, 50,000 pounds paore ; 
but, I pass it over, as well as the value of 
the repersioH to the member for Southamp- 
ton, which is not ^orth less than about 
j£6O^000f id addition lo the former ^ums. 
I told you, that I included the interest on 
the sinecures ; and certainly upon the fair- 
est possible ground ; because Mr. Itose has 
bad the use of the money for the average of 
die 29 years, for tnstance, instead of its 
being used by the people who have paid it 
bim in taxes, and in whose hands it would 
bave been productive, if it had n&t gone 
ioto bis hantfs. g^ Suppose, for instance, 
that a hundred of ^ou have paid (axes, out 
of which the aniount of this sinecure has 
been taken. In that case, he has, in this 
one sinecure, received from each of you 
efSO a year during the last 99 years ; and, 
If tlie said i^sffhad i^nnamed with you, I 
need not tell you to what it would have 
amounted by this time. Therefore, in es- 
timating his gpns, you must take into view, 
the accumulating interest of the money he 
has received. I have, however, not done 
this in the case df his salary; for, ihoueh I 
^ not see any reason for his having received 
a quarter part so much, it was as a salary 
that be received it ; and, at any rate, I wish 
always to keep Within the boimds of truth 

m the sut^n^ l!iS( ^ °^^^ ^ ^^^ 
public. ' " ' 

Now, Gentlemen, you will be able to 
judge between " the Right Honourable 
** George Rose" and me ; you will be able 
to judge which of us is most entitled to 
credit. I told you, that, in principal and 
interest, he and his sons had received 
«£30Q,o6o of the public money; and, I 
bive shown you^ that, notwithstanding his 
positive denial of the fact, he himself^ 
leaving out of sight his patronage^ has re- 
ceived «£377,d02, upwards of two-thirds 
of which sum he has received from sinecure 
offices* And yet, he had the assurance, 
the matchless impudence, to put it to you, 
whether he had not as good a title to what 
be had thu9 received Hs I had to Ike profits 
of m^ wrillngsi Aye, and I dare say, 
that he th^s he has as good a title to his 
<£273,50^ pounds^ the profit of his sine- 
cures, as any of you have to the profits of 
your fafms or your shops. This is, how- 
ever, all m character; and, indeed, wiien 
a man has,~for so many years, been huzzaed 
by the people of a county, while his pockets 
bave been^ crammed in this Way, he may 
well entertain a contempt for their under- 
standings. Upon this occasion, however, 
'be seems 4p have presumed too much upon 



youf supposed ignorance and servility^ 
The hootings and hissings whi^h saluted 
his ears on the ISth'of October will be re- 
membered by him to his last breath. I 
counted the hats that were raised for hin» 
when he retired, and I woufd willinjjfy 
make oath, that, out of the eight or nine 
thdusand persons present, only seven raised 
their hats to express their approbation of 
him, one of whom was i person whom I 
have since discovered tb be COX (Green- 
wood's Cox) the army agent*. This dis- 
approbation of Mr Rose was perfectly vo- 
luntary. , I had Collected no persons. I had 
requested nobody to be present. The peo- 
ple came, as far as they were for me, of 
their own accord. It was impossible that 
any undue influence should prevail on xstf 
side. Therefore, the hootings, thehissings, 
the scoffings, all the marks of hatred and 
of contempt, with which the Right Ho- 
nourable Gentleman was received, were the 
pure effect of the feelings of th6 county. 

Reserving some further observations on 
the conduct of Mr, Rose- for a future letter* 
I now be^ leave to call your attention to 
the point in dispute bet ween SIR FRANCIS 
BURDETT and the MARSHAL OF THE 
KING'S BENCH, with regard to certain 
sums of money received, or said to be i*e- 
ceived, by the Chief Judge of the King's 
Bench, LORD ELLENBOROUGH. In 
the course of my address to you, at Win-* 
Chester, I took the liberty to refer to a let- 
ter, lately addressed to the Electors of 
Westminster by Sir Francb Burdett, and it 
nnist have stung our enemies to the soul to' 
hear the shouts of applause with which that 
name, so dreadful to corruption, was re- 
ceived. 

In the letter, to which I referred you, 
there is, however, an assertion respecring 
the Chief Judge above-mentioned, which 
has been flatly and even solemnly contra-- 
dieted by a Mr. JONES (of wliose rise aud 
progress more hereafter), who calls him- 
self, and who, doubtless, is, " Marshal of 
" the Prison of the Kings Bench.** 

Gentlemen, this is a matter deeply inte-' 
resting to you and to the whole nation. X\\ 
men should, when they speak seriously, 
speak truth, and especially wlien ihey are 
preferring accusations; and, though I must' 
confess, that it would be extremely m^rti-^ 
fying to me to be obliged Co show tlut Sir 
Francis Burdett's zeal had, in such a case, 
cAried him beyond the limits of truth; 
yei, 1 am quite sure, that even my respect 
for him would not induce ine^io siiriukfroin 
my duty. In his reputation we arc uU 
R2 
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deeply interested ; and, thereforey we should 
neglect nothin}^ ihat may teod to giVe us 
correct notions with regard to* every part of 
his public conduct. 

"There is, Gentlemen, an assirlion by Sir 
Francis Burdett, with regard to Lord Ellen- 
borough; and a dmiai by Mr. Jones, in de- 
fence of that Judge. But, the better to un- 
derstand the whole matter, we :ivill first 
take the entire paragraph of Sir Francis's 
letter, containing the assertion ; and, after 
having made the necessary remarks, in the 
way of explanation^ we vviU take the entire 
letter of Nir. Jones, and tlien see, from au- 
thentic documents, which is. true, the as- 
seriion, ov'ihe denial. 

The paragraph, in Sir Francis's ktter, is 

' as follows: •' Gentlemen, it is often 

^^ affirmed that the savings in our power to 
^^ make from sinecures and pensions would 
'^ aflbrd no relief to the people ; let us take 
^' a few out of the numerous instances. The 
*' House of Commons itself, in sheer places 
*^ and pensions, swallows as much as woOld 
** give fifty shillings a year to 71,^24 fa- 
*' milies; would this be nothing? wouLd.it 
*• not be felt by the people ? Lord Ardeh, 
** brother to the late Minister, withrevcr- 
** sion to the late Minister himself, receives 
" from his sinecures <f 38,674 a ye^r; this 
<' is the exact sum stated; but, it is said, 
*^ that he has besides, immense sums arts* 
*' ing from interest. Here is support all 
'' ilie year rounds at 12 shillinj^s a week, 
'* f^r more than a thousand families. The 
** same may be said for the family of Gren- 
*« ville. The Duke of Grafton's sineciues 
^' and pensions would maintain half as 
^* many ; and, in slwrt, it is in this way tlie 
** nation is impoverished and reduced to 
" misery. THE LORD CHIEF JUS- 
« TiCE ELLEN BOROUGH, BESIDES 
«* HIS SALARY, RECEIVES IN SINE- 
«« CURES 'c£8,91.3 A YEAR, BESIDES 
« HAVING OFFICES TO SELL, AND 
" PARTICIPATING IN THE EMOLU- 
«' MENTS OF HIS OWN JAILER. 
" The sinecwes of the Chief Justice would 
'^ keep tliree hundred families. Mr. Gar- 
^^ nier, the Apothecary General, has a clear 
'' o£'1 4,000 a year, according to his own 
<< acknowledgment. Besides the sums given 
** to the Princes out of the Droits of the 
*' Admiralty. The King's private pro- 
^* perty in the funds exempted from the In- 
** come Tax ; and Mr. Addington (the 
*' maker and the breaker of the Treaty of 
'^ Amiens), in 1801, misapplying upwards 
*' of .£50,000 (voted for ihe Civil List), 
*^ as a Loan to the Duke of York, only a 



'< small part of which h^i bctjm repaid, and. 
*' that without interest. What noble fBx.* 
^* amples they set us of making sacrifices ! 
*' and for reconciling tb^ people t^ theirt 
'* sufieriogSy from th^ weight of the laxes^ 
'^ and the distresses of the timef !/' 
. Now, Gentlemen, suffer not Toiuradvc» 
to be heated by this statement ; buti hrio^ 
your minds co^ and impartial to the great 
point relative to the Chief Judge, Ellenbo- 
rough. Upon this point I ik^i make n^ 
assertion of my awii; nor will I oflet any 
opinion touch inj| it. 1 will imply lay be- 
fore you such /acts as I happen to be na 
possession of; and I will take no facts 
which I do not draw from authentic re<» 
cords« , 

Sir Francis says, that the Chief Judge o( 
the King's Bench, Ellenborough, besides 
his salary f receives in sinemres^ j£S^99S a 
year. We will inquire into this belore we 
proceed any further. The salary is £5,600 
a year ; but Sir Francis talks of sUucutbs i 
and, Geiitkmen, upon this pcxnt. Sir 
Francis is not quite correct; for he hat 
stated the amount of these sinecures to be 
LESS than what it really is ; that is to say, 
if the official documents that I am about to 
quote are not erropeous ; for, according t% 
them, the proceeds of Lord Ellenborough's 
sinecures are as.follo\ys: • 

1st. As Chief Clerk in his own"\ ' £, 
Court, stated in a report to the | 
House of Commons, mov^ for ^ 7,591 
by Lord Cochrane, and dated j 
29th of June, 1808 J 

2d. A$ CUrli of Ihe £rrorSf for^ 
filling which office a person re- 
ceives loo/, a year 

This is stated in a report print- 
ed by order of the House of 
Commons, 18th June, 1811. 

3d. Out of the Seal Office, 
stated for the year 18 iO, [ 
last-mentioned report 



J 

fice, asl 
a,inthe> 

• • ^ • y 



2,103 



281 



Total of Sinecures, as stated) 
in the Parliamentary Re- > 
ports i^ .} 

Total, as stated' by Sir> 
Francis Burdett ) 

Under statement by Sh* Francis > 
Burdett - • -3 



9»975 



8,993 



982 



But, Sir Francis goes on, and says, that 
the Chief Justice has OFFICES TO 
SELL I And, further, that he partici- 
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pates in the em^onciits of his own Jaikr ! 
Now, as touching OFFlC£S TO SELL, 
I da find recorded, in a report laid before 
the House-of GeoiiDons, »id ordered to be 
printed on the 16th of June, 1810, the 
following facts; that Lord £11enborot^, 
under his own hand, acknowledges to be 
saUabU by the Chief Justice, t^ follow- 
ing offices : 1 st, the office of Chief Clerk ; 
3d, that of Gustos Brevium; Sd, that of 
Filacer Exigenter and Clerk of the Out- 
lawries ; that these three offices are, in the 
said last-mentiobed 'rq>ort said to produce 
a receipt as fellows, upon an average of 
years: 

£, s, d. 
Chief Clerk .... 6,280 18 6 
Gustos Brevhim • . • 2,019 7 4 
Filacer, &e. . « • . 5,104 16 9 



<£1S,405 a 7 



Bat, the persons filling these offices AP- 
POINT TO OTHER OFFICES. Mind 
that! The appoiatmenls and the yearfy 
reeeipl are, in the said report, stated as 
follows: 

£. B. d. 



f Clerk of (be Decknitloat . 
Clerk of Comitaion B^ls, &c. 
Cierk of the Dockeli • • 
Clerk of the Rule* on the > « _« . . 
Pleande .... J '**^ ^* 
Clerk of the Papers on the ~ 
. tame ride .... 



194 
999 3 10 
8^1 t 6 



1,580 11 



j£6^7 17 10 



II 

'a 



B 



Cleik of inner Treasury .. 325 15 5 

Clerk of onter Treasury .. 158 19 6 

aerksofNiriPrias . • 1,750 15 9 

Bagbearer 85 10 



^f,3«l O 8 



Totaiofoffiees saleable by the ^ 

Chief Jadge, and of <Aces f y»,. ^^ 
in the appointment of those /^^^>^^ 
who hold the saleable offices j ■ 



1 1 



Thus, then, the offices, which Lord £l- 
'lenborough (in a letter inserted in the re- 
port before mentioned) states to be direci/y 
saleable, amount in tiieir yearly receipt to 
the sum of £13^405 j and odd, and theil 
the holders of those offices appoint others 
to offices, worth the rest of the <£^1,964. 
Lord f llenborough does not, it appears, 
sell the office of Chief CHerk : he keeps that 
in the trust of others for his own appoint- 
ment ; and, of course, he, as holding the 
office of Chief Clerk by the means of Trus- 
tees, appoints the second set of offices, 
which, as we see, bring in £6^237 and 
some odd a year *, and, as the Chief Jus- 



tice may sell the oCce of Costm Breriim. 
he may, of ooorse, iodude in the worth of 
it, iAe worth »J Ike ffyus^ whose pos- 
sessors arc appointed by the Gustos Bse- 
▼lam; and it is expressly stated tu the 
report, that the offices b^kl under the ap- 
pointment of the C'jstos Breriom are coo- 
sidered to be saleahU. 

Well, then. Gentlemen, too are now^ 
very competent to judge of the assert iotn 
of Sir Francis, as to the salary^ the suU- 
curesy and the saleable oguis^ of the Lord 
Chief Justice. There now remains only 
the JAILER'S EMOLUMENTS, in 
which Sir Francis is represented as having 
said that Lord Elfenborough partkipates* 
The words are ; that Lord Ellenboropgh* 
^' besides his salary, receives in sinecures, 
*^ 0^8,990 a year, besides having oflkes 
"to sell, and PARTICIPATING IN 
" THE EMOLUMENTS OF HIS OWN 
"JAILER." To this last assertion it is,, 
that Mr. WIIJLIAM JONES, Marshal of 
the King's Bench, has given a flat denial, 
in a Letter, which has been published^ 
apparently, in all the London news-papers, 
and of which the; following is a copy^ as 
published in the Times news-paper. 

" To the Eiilar of Ihe Times. Sib,— 
"It is a duty I owe to Lord Ellenborough,- 
*^ to the public, and to myself, to contra* 
*' diet, in the most express and unequi- 
*( vocal terms, an unreserved and groundless 
*^ assertion made by Sir Francis Burdett, 
*' in his Address to the Electors of West- 
" minster, published hi The Times of the 
" 3d instant. On that occasion, he pe- 
" remptorily accuses the Lord Chief Jus-^ 
" tice of the King's Bench, of unduly par-^ 
" ticjpating in my official emoluments, as 
" Marshal of the Firison of that Court. I 
*^ accordingly declare, with all the solem- . 
" niiy suUed lo a public asseveration of this 
^y serious nafure^ that no one does partici'^ 
" /»a/e, or ever has parlicipaledj with m€, 
*' in any way wlialever, in ihe advantages 
^^ or benefits wfuch I derive from my sHua- 
" lion; and that, consequently, the charge 
" made by Sir Francis Burden, as al* 
" ready expressed, is wholly without foun^ 
" dation.--^ — I hold my office by the espe* 
^' cial appointment of the King, under His 
" Majesty's Royal Sign Mailual, accordihg 
" to an Act of the 37th of George j[l., 
" whereby the power of granting the officp 
" of the Marshal of the! King's Bench is 
*' vested in the Grown ; and; in the lan- 
'^ guage of the instrument by which I have 
" been nominated to it, with all its pro* • 
" fiu, perquisites, privileges, and ad« 
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** Under vthdlr oulhoriUf do you pay over 
^* these fees to the .Lord Chief Justice of 

'^ the King's Bench ? Because I con* 

*^ ceive the Lord Chief Justice entitled to 
" thcm.-r — " WHY do you conceive the 
",Loi:d Chief Justice is E^^TITLED TO 
" THE FEES OF AN OFFICE NOT 

" HELD BY HIMSELF? He has the 

« appoinimeril of the office, and if he 
*< xhooses to appoint A RELATION to h^ 
''' who receives ^he feeS| he accounts for it 
" TO HIS SON I his son was NOT OF 
*^ AGE at the time it was aLccuted in 
*' Ewan Law's name; his .son was undec 
" age, but HE RECEIVED IT FOR RIS 
*' SON ; ills son now being of age, I ex* 
»* ecute it in the NAME OF HIS SONi 
'* and my office requires a great deal of at* 
^^ tendance and a great deal of laiKiur*. 
^' AH the records are entered by me, and 
'^ abstracted for the Judge against ibe 
'^ Cause comes on.' I attend him too upon 
'^ the circuit, and it is necessary he should 
'' have a person to assist him upon that 
** occasion. I execute the office FOR 
^* THE SON, now he is of age, and have 
'* an order to execute the office for him as 

** his deputy. Do you receive that or- 

" der from, the son himself^ or from Lor^ 

" ElUnborough? FROM LORD EL- 

*' LENBORQUGH ; the $m 1$ ABROAD 
^^ uow^ or I should have it from himself. 

" AND YOU CONSIDER THE 

" SON TO BE THE MARSHAL OF 

" THE KING'S BENCH ? YES, I 

" DO ; I hold mysdf ANSWERABLE 
" TO THE SON, who is the officer, bat 
'' I PAY IT TO LORD ELLENBO- 

" ROUGH in trust for the son. ^Yon 

*' have neither salary nor eiholumenc ef 
'* any kind beyond the ,£200 a year you 

"have spoken of? None at all;' last 

"v year, on account of the number of Causes, 
'^ must' be a little more than that ; bot I 
** believe with that it will not average 
^< «£S00 a year. I sent my retumt u 
" Marshal of the King's Bench last jreaff 

"to the Judges. DO YOU AC- 

" COUNT FOR ANY PART OF THE 
"PROFITS YOU DERIVE FROM 
" THE OFFICE OF MARSHAL OF 

" THE KING'S BENCH ? 1 do NOT 

" account for a halfpenny to any pecseo, 
" and it is an office of great risk/' 

Gentlemen, judge now for yourselves. 
People of England, judge now between 
Sir Francis Burdett and this Mr. Jones. I 
will add but a few words by way of ex- 
planation. Mr. Jones sometimes calls 
himself the Marshal of the £ing's Btnch^ 



*^ vantages ; in which, I re- assert, no one 

•' has ei'er participated with me. The 

'^ public refutation of such a charge, so 
*^ boldly made, is a duty which it becomes 
*^ me to perform, and I trust I have/now 

" performed it. 1 am. Sir, your very 

*^ obedient servant, 

"Wm. JONES, Marshal. 
" King's Benchy Oct. 10, 1812." 

When you have well attended to the 
nieaning of this Letter, Gentlemen, you 
will be so good as to attend to what I am 
now about to lay before you. Mr. Jones 
says, that Sir Francis accused Lord Ellen- 
borough of UNDULY participating. This, 
as you will have observed, is not true. 
Sir Francis talks merely of his partici- 
pating^ without expressing any opinion as 
to the nature of the act. Therefore, here, 
at any rate, Mr. Jones is wrong. But, 
now to the real, substantial merits of the 
case. In a report, laid before the House 
of Commons, on the l8th of June, 1811, 
I find the following passage, confaining 
minutes of Evidence, given before a Com- 
mitiee of the House, by this very Mr. 
William Jones, Marshal of the King's 
Bench. 

*' WILLIAM JONES, Esq., Marshal 
^ ** to the Chief Justice of the King's Bepch; 

** called in ; and examined. Are you 

^ not Marshal to the Chief Justice of the 

•* King's Bench ? 1 executed the office 

^ in the name of Mr. EWAN LAW at 
•' first, and afterwards in the name of Mr. 

•^ WILLIAM LAW. (The witness 

" delivered in the following paper, which 

•* was read.) The office of Marshal to 

*' the Lord Chief Justice of the Court of 
•* Kingjs Bench, has been executed by W. 
** Jones ever since Lor<J Ellenborough's 
<* aj)pointment to the office of Chief Jus- 
. *' tice ; part of the time in the name of 
^^ Ewan Law, Esq., and the remainder in 
^ the name of William Law, Esq. Wil- 
*' liam Jones has teen allowed a salary of 
•* <£^00 a year for executing the office^ and 
** has received and ACCOUNTED FOR 
" ALL THE FEES TO THE LORD 
«« CHIEF JUSTICE, which for five years 
•Vhave amounted yearly, (exclusive of W. 
"*« Jones's salary,) as follows, viz. 



£, 
In 1805 . . i . . 839 

1806 ..... 725 

1807 • .... 771 

1808 731 

1809 830 

Average, per annum^ £7S0* 

' 3dAprili ISll^ W.Johzs. 



5. 

8 
14 
5 
4 
O 
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and, at other timesi Marshal of ^Kin^s 
Bench Prison ; but he bo where calls him- 
self a JAILER; while Sir Francis Burdett 
does call him a Jailer, in pomtiug him out 
as the person with whom the Lord Chief 
Justice participates in emoluments. You, 
(Gentlemen, will be able to decide what 
weight ought to be given to this distinc- 
tion, suppose the word Jailer to difier es- 
sentiallf in meaning from the word Mar- 
shalf as used in the present instance ; but, 
Jl will just show yoa what is the real na- 
ture of Mr. Jones's office, taking my de- 
scription from the Law Dictionary itself: 
^^ Marshal of the Kins's Bei^ch, who 
** hath the custody of the King's Bench 
** Prison in Southwark. This officer gives 
** attendance, upon the Court, and lakes 
** into his custody all prisoners committed 
** by the court; he is FINEABLE FOR 
"HIS ABSENCE; and NON-AT- 
« TENDANCE IS A FORFEITURE OF 
«« HIS OFFICE." And yet Mr. Jones is, 
In the report above quoted, said to have 
asserted, in evidence, that the son of the 
Chief Justice, while an in/^zj^i/, and while 
fibroadj was the Marshal of the King's 
JBench ! 

1 shall say no more. Judge you for 
yourselves. Gentlemen, between Sir Fran- 
cis Burdett and the person who has ac- 
cused him.of prooQlulgaiing falsehood. But, 
I cannot let pass this occasion of expressing 
xny hope, that, all those, who have pub- 
lished the Letter of Mr. Jones will, at 
least, publish the above Evidence given 
by himself on the subject. 

In my next I shall crave your attention 
to matters appertaining more exclusively 
to this county; and, in the mean while I 
remain your faithful friend , 

wm. cobbett; 

BolUy J nd October i 1812« 



OFFICIAL PAPERS. 

RUSSIAN BULLETINS. 

t>ficial Intelligence front Getural Barclay 
deTolli, dated the Wlh August ^ 1812. 
— ( Continued from page 610.) 

Itmske joined the 2d army, but as this ad- 
.vantage ofifered no benefit, and as the ene- 
my were pressing hard on our rear, both 
V armies retreated in three columns^ on the 
road to Wi^ma. On the 13th (26th), 
the '2d corps was in Komuschkrena ; the 
3d,, 4th, 5rh, and 6th in Tschulsua, and 
the 2d ai^my. in ;Bash<ma., The rear-guard 
' ef the 1st army remained within two wecsts 



of Dorogobush, till nine at night, and the 
enemy annoyed tljem with a cannonade, 
and during the night retired 15 wersts. 
On the 14th, the 2d corps arrived at 
Afanaszjero, and the 1st army atSinime- 
wo ; the '2d army at Lushkan ; the van- 
guard remained at the same place as the 
previous day. The detachment of Major? 
General Baron Winzengerede remains at 
Pritschesty, between Duchouschene ; Ma* 
jor-General Krasnolo is, with three regi- 
ments, on the high coad from Wasma to 

Duchousechene. -I have the honour to > 

inform your Majesty, that after the enemy 
had taken possession o£ Dorogobush, he 
followed the first army with his whole 
united force, and on the next day our rear- 
guard was vigorously attacked near Si- 
mechy : the action was warm, . and lasted^ 
seven hours^ Both armies, which march* 
ed in three columns, formed a junctioa 
near Weasma, wher^ the position was so 
unfavourable, that I was obliged lo take 
another near the village of Zarewosa, where 
I remain with both armies, waiting the 
enemy's attack* — —My advance guard is 
eighteen wersts in advance. In this po- 
sition the two armies were yesterday found 
by the Commander-in-Chief Prince Goli- 
neschischew Kutusow, on whose disposi- 
tions the further movements of these armies 

depend. General Meloradowitsch with 

his troop yesterday approached Gsteaisk. 

Report of Lieutenant-General Count Witt^ 
gensteinj dated Soiolitschtscha^ Sept. S» 
After my last report of the 16th of Aiig. 
nothing took place with the enemy. He 
is still in the same intrenchments near Po- 
lotsk, and suffers dreadfully by hunger and 
loss of men in consequence. Fifity mea - 
desert from him every day. The Com- 
mander-in-Chief of ail the armies. Prince 
Kutusow writes as follows front head-quar- 
ters, near the village of Brodino, Sept. 4* 
The position that I had cho^n in the 



village of Brodino, 12 wersts in advance of 
Moshaisk, is one of the best to be found ia 
the plain country ; the weak points of this 
position, which are on the left flank, I 
shall endeavour to amend by art ; it were 
to be wished that the enemy would attack 
us in this position, in which case I should 
have great hopes of victory ; but should he, 
when be finds my position strong, manoeu- 
vre on the roads leading to Moscow, I shall 
Eut myself in march, and take a position 
ebind Moshaisk, where all these roads 

meet. -With respect to the enemy it is 

to be remarked, that for some days he has 
been, very cautiou^, and when he moves 
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forward, lie seems to do it as it were in 

fear. Yesterday CoIodcI Prince Kudas- 

chew, whom I had sent with ^00 Cos- 
sacks, obHged the whole cavalry oF the 
corps of Davoust and that of the King of 
Naples to remain sitting on their horses 

for some hours. Yesterday the enemy 

did not advance one step. — »— To-day the 
advanced posts of our Cossacks are distant 
from me about thirty wersis, and the side 

roads are very carefully observed. The 

corps of General Miloradowitsch has joined 
the army under my command. To- 
morrow the Moscow armed force will ar- 
rive from Moshaisk. Lieutenant-Cene- 

1^1 Konownizyn now commands the rear- 
guard. Nothing of importance has hap- 
pened t6 this corps, and the enemy is held 

^ in great respect towards us. Yesterday 

Bome officers and sixty men were made pri- 
soners. According to the reports of the 

prisoners, the 5th battalions of the French 
regiments are arrived ; these are the last 
troops he expects to receive. 



Utmer Canada. — PtocbAUATiON. 

The unprovoked declarationf of war \sj 
Yhe United States of America against the 
United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ire- 
land and its dependencies, has been follow- 
ed by the actual invasion of this province in 
a remote frontier of the Western District, 
by a detachment of the armed force of the 
'United Stares. The Officer commanding 
that detachment has Thought proper to in- 
vite His Majesty's subjects, not merely to 
a quiet and unresisting subn^ission, but in- 
sults them with a call to seek voluntarily 
the protection of his Government. With- 
t»ut condescending to repeat the illiberal 
epithets bestowed in this appeal of the 
American Commander to the people of 
Upper Canada, on the Administration of 
His Majesty, every inhabitaiK of the pro- 
vinoe is desired to seek the confutation of 
such indecent slander in the review of his 
own particular circumstances : where is 
the Canadian subject that can truly affirm 
to himself, that he has been injured by the 
Government in his person, his l^berty, or 
his property ? Where is to be found, in 
• any part of the world, a growth so rapid 
in wealth and prosperity as this colony ex- 
hibits? — Settled not thirty years by a band 
of veterans, exiled from their former pos- 
sessions on account of their loyalty, not a 
descendant of these brave people is to be 
found, wlu>, under the fostering liberality 



of their Sorereign, has not acqtdrtsd a pro* 
perty and means 6f enjoyment supierior to 
what were possessed by their aneekdrs* 
This unequalled prosperity could am have 
been attained by the utmost liberality of the 
Government^ or the perseYering industry 
of the people, had not the maritime power 
of the mother Coimtry secured to its colo- 
nists a safe access to every market where 
the produce of their labour was in demand. 
The unavoidable and imoMdiace con- 
sequence of a separation from Great Br\« 
tain, must be the loss of tliis inestimable 
advantage, and what Is ofikred you in ex- 
change ? to become a territory of the United 
States, and share with them that ezchsioa 
from the Ocean which the policy of their 
present Govemmtnt enforces— you are not 
even flattered with a participation of their 
boasted independence ; and it isbot too ob- 
vious, that once exchanged from the power- 
ful protection of the United Kingdom^ you 
must be reannexed to the dominkm of 
France, from which the provinces of Ca- 
nada were wrested by the arms of Great 
Britain, at a vast expense of blood and 
treasore, from no other motive but to relieve 
her ungrateful children from the oppression 
of a cfuel neighboiir: this restitution of 
Canada to the Empire of France was the 
stipulated reward for the aid afforded to 
the revolted Colonies, now the United 
States ; the debt is still due — and there can 
be no doubt but the pledge has been renew- 
ed as a consideration for commercial advan- 
tages, or rather for unexpected relaxation 
in the tyranny of France over the Commer- 
cial World. Are you prepared, Inhabit- 
ants of Upper Canada, to become wiHing 
subjects, or rather slaves, to the Despot 
who rules the Nations of Europe with a 
rod of iron ? If not, arise in a body, exert 
your energies, co-operate cordially widi 
the King's regular forces to repel the in- 
vader, and do not give cause to your chil- 
dren, when groaning under the oppression 
of a foreign master, to reproach yoa with 
having too easily parted with the richest in- 
heritance of this earth — a participatioa in 
the name, character, and freedom of Bri- 
tons.-^ The same spirit of justice, which 

will make every reasonable allowance for 
the unsuccessful eibrts of zeal and loyalty, 
will not fail to punish the defalcation of 
principle ; every Canadian Freeholder is by 
deliberate choice bound-by the-most soleom 
oaths to defend the Monarchy as wiell as his 
own property ; to shrink front that engage- 
ment is a treason hot to be forgiven ; let no 
man 8upi>ose, that if, in this unexpected 
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atniggle, His Majesty's anus should be 
compelled to yield to an overwhelming 
force, the province will be eventually aban- 
doned; the endeared relations of its first 
settlers, the intrinsic value of its commerce, 
and the pretensions of its powerful rival to 
repossess the Ganadas, are pledges that no 
peace will be established by the United 
States and Great IBritain and Ireland, of 
which the restoration of these provinces 
does not make the most prominent condi- 
tion. Be not dismayed at the unjustifi- 
able threat, xit the Gommander of the ene- 
my V forces to r^use quarter should an In- 
dian appear in the ranks. The brave bands 
of natives which inhabit this colony, were, 
like His Majesty's subjects, punished for 
their zeal and fidelity, by the loss of their 
possess ions in the late colonies, and rewarded 
by His Majesty with lands of superior value 
in this province. The faith of the British 
Government has never > yet been violated ; 
they feel that the soil they inherit belongs 
to them and their posterity, protected 
from the base ans so fre^ently devised to 
over-reach their simplicity. By what new 
principle are they to be prevented from de- 
fending their property? If their warfare, 
from being different from that of the white 
is more terrific to the enemy, let 



him retrace his steps — they seek him not 
•—and cannot enpect to find women and 
children in an invading army ; but they are 
men, and have equal rights with aU other 
men to defend themselves and their pro- 
perty when invaded, more especially when 
they find in the enemy's camp a ferocious 
and mortal foe using the same warfare 
which the American Comrmander affects to 
reprobate. This inconsistent and un- 
justifiable threat of refusing quarter for 
«uch a cause as being found in arms with a 
brother sufferer in defence of invaded rights, 
must be exerci^ with the certain assur- 
ance of retaliation, not only ro the limited 
Operations of war in this part of the King's 
dominions, but in every quarter of the 
globe ; for the national character of Britain 
is not less distinguished for humanity than 
fttrict retributive justice, which will consi- 
der the execution of this inhuman threat as 
' deliberate murder, for which every .subject 
of the ofiending power Ynust make expia- 
tion. 

Isaac Baoclt, Maj. Gen. and President. 
' Htad^quarUrs , Fort George ^ 

M</J«/y, 1812. 
By order of his Honour the President, 
I. B. Glcgg, Capt. A.D. G. 
God save the King. 



From the York Gazette^ Tuesiayj July 38| 
1812. 

Yesterday, at an early hour, his Honoiar 
Isaac Brock, Esq. President, administeriog 
the Government of Upper Ganada, and 
Major-General commanding His Majesty's ' 
Forces therein, arrived at this place from 
Fort George; and aocompanied by a nu- 
merous suite, proceeded to the Govemmeat 
Buildings at four p. m. when he opened the 
present Extra Session of the Legislature,' 
and delivered the following Speech of both 
Houses :<— 

Hon. Gentlemen of the Legislative Coiouilj 
and Genllem4n qjfthe Home oj Assembly ^ 

The urgency of the present crisis is tiie 
only consideration which could have in« 
duced me to call you together at a time 
when public, as well as private duties else* 
where, demand your care and attention. 
But, Gentlemen, when invaded by an 



enemy whose avowed object is the entire 
conqu^ of the Province ; the voice of loy- 
alty, as well as of interest, caUs aloud to 
every person in the sphere in which he is 
placed, to defend his country. Qur mi- 
litia have heard that voice, and have obey- 
ed it; they have evinced, by the prompti- 
tude and loyalty of their conduct, that they 
are worthy of the King whom they serve, 
and of the Gonstitution whicli they enjoy ; 
and it afibrds me particular satisfaction, 
that while I address you as Legislators, I 
speak to men, who, in the day of danger, 
will be ready to assist not only with their 

counsel, but with their arms.- We loolr, 

Gentlemen, to our militia, as well as to the 
regular forces, for our protection ; but I 
should, be wanting to that important trust 
committed to my care, if I attempted to 
conceal (what experience, the great instruc- 
tor of mankind, and especially of Legislators, 
has discovered) that amendment is necessary 
in our militia laws to render them efficient. 
It is for you to consider what further 



improvements they still may require. 

Hon. Gfntlemen of the Legislative Council^ 
and Gentlemen of the House of Assembly^ 

From the history and experience 6f our 
Mother Country, we learn, that in times 
of actual invasion or internal commotion, 
the ordinary course of criminal law has 
been found inadequate to secure His Ma- 
jesty's Government from private treachery 
as well as from open disafieciion, and that 
at such times its Legislature has found it 
expedient to enact laws, restraining for a 
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lihiited period the libert)r oTindlviikials, 
in many cases where it would be dangerous 
to expose the particular^ of the charge ; and 
although the actual invasion of the Province 
Ittighl justify me in the exercise of the full 
powers reposed in me on such an emergen- 
cy, yet it will be more agreeable to me to 
receive the sanction of the two Houses.—^ 
A few traitors have already joined the 
taemy^, have been suffered to conle into the 
country with impunity, and have been har- 
boured and concealed in the interior ; yet 
the general spirit of loyalty which appears 
to .pervade the inhabitants of this Province, 
is such as to authorize a just expectation, 
that their efforts to mislead and deceive 
will be unavailing^ The disaffected) I aim 
convinced, are few — to protect and defend 
the loyal inhabitants from their machina- 
Uons is an objea worthy of your most se- 
rioos deliberations. 

Cthihnun of (he House of Assembly ^ 

I have dkeoted the public accounts of the 
Province to be laid before you, in as oom* 
plete a state as the unusual period will ad- 
mit; they will afford you the means of 
ascertaining to what extent you can aid in 
providing for the extraordinary demands 
occasioned by the employment of the mili- 
tia, and I doubt not but to that extent you 
will cheerfully contribute. 

Hon, Genllemen oj ihe LeglsUUiye Council^ 
« Ottd Gentlemen of Ihe House of Assembly j 
We are engaged in an awhii and events 
ful contest. By unanimity and dispatch in 
our Councils, aad by vigour in our opera- 
tions, we may teach the enemy this lesson, 
that a country defended hjfree men^ en(hu- 
Biastically devoted to the cause of their King 
wi Constitution, can never be conquered. 

Provincial Pabliamknt oi Lowxe 
Canada. 

Legislative Council^ Saturday ^ Aug. 1. 

This day, at two o'clock, his Excellency 
the Coventor in Chief came down in th^ 
usual state, to the Legislative Council 
Chamber, and being seated on the Throne, 
th^ Gentleman Usher of the Black Rod was 
sent to command the presence of the Assem- 
bly^ which being come up, the Hon. 
Speaker of the Assembly said, — 

* May it please your Extellency^ 
■ His Majesty's faithful subjects, the Re- 
presentatives of the Province of Lower Ca- 
nada, have passed a Bill, intituled, '* An 
Act to facilitate the ciioilation of Army 



Bills." Their loyalty, an* the happi- 
ness of this Province, in being connected 
with and poWef full^ protected by the Bri- 
tish Nation, are the basis of their Constitu- 
tion, and the just grounds which gave rise 
to the formation of the militia, and the firm 
detemiination to defend this country against 
the unexpected and unjust war that the 
United States of America have recentlj de- 
clared; they are, therefore, under the 
greatest obligation to your Excelleucy- for 
having confidently communicated to them 
his wise precautions on the means to Ame- 
liorate and ensure, for several year^i the 
punctual payment of the army, by the cir- 
culation of bills, the reimbursement wbere^ 
of is guaranteed in England. To give them 
greater credit, this bill limits- the sum ne- 
cessary, and moreover provides for the in- 
terest, the advantages accruing therefrom, 
and even for the entire payment of the prin- 
cipal in specie in this province, whidi has 
become expressly bound for the same, at a 
fixed period, to any person whatever, who, 
from the state of his private affairs, would 

prefer such payment. In full confidence, 

that under the present and any unforeseen 
circumstances, your Excellency is vested 
with all necessary authority, the Represen- 
tatives of this Province, and their constitu- 
ents, rely on the wisdom already experir 
CQced of your administration; and iii the 
name of the Commons of Lower Canada, I 
have the honour to present this Bill to your 
Excellency, humbly requesting thereto Hb 

Majesty's royal assent.^ To which Bfll 

his Excellency was pleased to signify the 

royal assent in the following words : 

^^ In His Majesty's name, I thank his loyal 
subjects, accept their benevolence, and as- 
sent to this Bill."- His Excellency was 

then pleased to address bodi Houses in the 
following speech : — 

Gentlemen of the Lenslalive Council^ and 
Gentlemen of the House of Assembly ^ 
" I cannot close this session without as- 
suring you, that I have observed, with 
great satisfaction, the assiduity and perse- 
verance with which you have applied jour- 
^ves to the important business whic^ 
when I first met you, I recomooended to 
your Immediate consideration ; and I 1h^ 
and trust that the law which has been the 
residt of your deliberation, will be found to 
answer the salutary epd for which it is ia- 
teaded. 

Gentlemen of the House of Assembly^ 
I return you iQy hearty thanks ibr the 
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gapply you have graiUed i^t with so much 
cheerfulness to enable me to meet ^ exi- 
gencies of the times. 

Qenil^men of the LegisUUm Council^ and 
Gentitmin of the House of Jssem^lyj 
I most earnestly entieat you to use, in 
your several stations, your utmost endea- 
vours to assist me in promoting the happi- 
ness of His Majesty's subjects in this Pro^ 
Tlnce, by encouraging amongst thenl a 
spirit of subordination and of^ctive loyalty, 
^9 the ittosf effectual means of ensuring the 
cootinuance of those blessings which th^ 
JDispenser of all Good hath $o bountifully 

bestowed upon them. After which, the 

Honourable Speaker of the Legislative 
Council declared the Provincial Parliament 
to be prorogued io Tuesday, the 15th Sep- 
l/enibcr nett* 

GlNERAL OrDEHS. 

QuibeCf Aug. 6, 1812* 
His Excellency the Commander of the 
Foraes announces with great satisfaction to 
(be troops under his command, the capture 
«f Fort Michilimackinac, on the 17th July 
last, by a detachment of the lOth Veteran 
Battalion, aided by a party of Canadian 
Voyageurs, led on by some .Gentlemen of 
the North-west Company, the whole under 
the command of Captain RoberU. This 
tfervicfrhas been efiected in a manner highly 
creditable to Capuin Roberts and the Of- 
ficers and men employed upon the occasion, 
and withoujt. the loss of a man.* The 

. ComyDDander of the Forces takes great plea- 
sure in also announcing to the troops, that 
the enemy, tmder Brisadier-General Hull, 
have been repulsed in three attacks made on 
the 18th, 19th, and 20th of last month, 
upon part of the garrison of Amherstburgh, 
on the river Canard, in the neighbourhood 
of that place, in which attacks His Majes- 
ty's 41st regiment have, particularly distip- 
^ished themselves. In justice to that 
corps, his excellency wishes particularly to 
.call the attention of the troops to tiie hero- 
ism and self-devotion displayed by two 
privates, who being left as sentinels when 
the party to which they belonged had re 
tired, contrived to maintain therr station 
against tl^ whole of the . enemy's force, 

' until they both fell, when one of them, 
whose arm had been broken, again raising 
himself, opposed with his bayonet those ad- 
vancing asainst him, imtil he was over- 
whelmed by numbers. An instance of 
such firmness and mtrepidity deserves to be 



thus publicly recorded, and his Excellency 
thinks that it will not fail to auimate the 
troops under his command with an ardent 
desire to follow so noble an example, when* 
ever an opporttmity shall hereafter be ofier^ 
ed them. 



Tweni^'JWsl BulUlin oj Iht Grand French 
Army. Moscow^ Sept. 20. 

Three hundred incendiaries have been 
arrested and shot ; they were provided with 
fuses, s six inches long, which Hheyhad be- 
tween two pieces of wood y they had also 
squibs, which they threw upon the roob 
of the houses. The wretch Rostopchin 
had these prepared on the pretence that he 
wished to send a balloon, full of cotnbus- 
tible matter, amidst the French Army. 
He thus got together the squibs and other 
materials, necessary for the execution of 

his project. The fires subsided .on the 

I9ch and 20th; three quarters of. the city 
are burned ; among .other palaces that beau* 
tihil one of Catharine, which had been 
newly furnished: not above a quarter of 
the houses remain. — : — While Rostopchin 
was taking away the fire-engines of the 
city, he left behind him 60,00Q muskets, 
160 pieces of cannon, more than 600,000 
balls and shells,^ 1^00,000 cartridges, 
4O0,000lb9. of gunpower, 400,000lbs. of 
saltpetre and sulphur. It was not till the 
IXIlb that the powder, saltpetre, and sul- 
phur were discovered at a fine establish- 
ment, half a league from the city. This 
is a matter of importance; we are now 
supplied with ammunition for two cam- 
paigns. We every day discover cellars 

full of wuie and brandy. Manufactures 

were beginning to flourish at Moscow ; they 
are destroyed. The conflagration of this 
capital will throw Russia 100 years back. 

The weather is becoming rainy; the 

greatest part of the army is in barracks ia 
Moscow. 

Documenis subjoined to Ike Twenfy-Jirst 
Bulletin. 

Printed Bulletin of the Governor General 
of Moscow. — IVithout Date. 

Our advanced guard b near Gjat; the 
post occupied by o\xt troops is very strongy 
and His Highnress the Prince intends giv- 
ing* the enemy battle. Our army is equal 
to his in number, and will receive,, in the . 
course of a lew days, a reinforcement of 
twenty thousand men. Our troops are alt 
Russian, all of the same religion, all un- 
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dcr one Sovereign. They fight for the 
Church of Godj their homes, their wives, 
then* children, and the tombs of their b- 
thers. The enemy fights for bread, — 
should he lose a battle, he will be obliged 

to fly. Some wounded soldiers have 

been brought in : they are lodged in the 
Palace Golovni. I have been to see them, 
have procured them food, and given orders 

with respect to their accommodation. 

They have fought for you, you should not 
abandon them, but assuage their ^ufiertnKs 
by your visits and conversation. Ad- 
minister to the support even of the con- 
victs ; theV are our friends and the faithful 
subjects of our Sovereign. How is it pos* 
fible to refiise them assistance ? 

BrodanuUion of the Governor General ^ 
Moscow^ published Sept. 11, on ihe 
Epefung previous lo the Arrival of Ike 
Emperor* 

Brethren, — Our numerous army will 
defend their country at the risk of their 

lives. Let us prevent our perfidious 

enemy entering Moscow ; not to second the 
eflbrts of our people with all our power, 

would be a crime. Moscow is our mo- 

ther — she has supported, you ; it is from 

her that you have derived your wealth. 

I call upon you in the name of the Mother 
of our Saviour, to defend the temples of 
the Lord, the city of Moscow, and all 

Russia. ^Arm yourselves, each man as 

he can, as cavalry and infantry; provide 
yourselves with bread for three days; as- 
semble beneath the banner of the cross, 
and proceed as quickly as possible to the 
three mountains. I will be with you, and 
we will extirpate the wretch. Glory shall 
be the meed of those who may die in the 
contest ; their grateful country will pre- 
serve the memory of those who die in the 
eause. Those who are indisposed to do 
so, shall receive retribution on the day of 
judgment. 

lyociamaiion of the Governor-General of 
Moscow f Roslopchin, 
It has been reported here that I have 
forbidden any one to leave the city. If 
that were the case, soldiers would be seen 
stationed at the barriers, and thousands 
of carriages of all kinds would not have 
egress on all sides. I am pleased that la- 
dies and merchants' wives should avoid 
inconvenience by quitting the city, — the 
less fear the less danger ; but I blame very 
much |be husbands, brothers, and fathers 



of those women, who hav« aceompaiiied 
them without any intention of retunung. 
It is acting ill, if they think there is <iaa-' 
ger; and they load themselves with shame, 

u there be none. -I will Wwer it Kpoa 

my life, that the enemy will not enter 
Moscow, and for this reason: in the ar- 
mies there are 130,000 chosen men, 1,800 
pieces of cannon, and His Highness Prince 
Kutusow has been chosen by the En^peror 
to command the whole army. In the rear, 
of the enemy, the corps of Geaerals Tor- 
massow and Pchitchagow amount to 85,000 
chosen men, infantry and cavalry. — --Ge- 
neral Miloradavitsz has arrived f rom JCa- 
lougat at Mojaisk with 30,000 infantry, 

3,800 cavalry, and 84 guns. Count 

Markow will be there in the course A 
three days with ^,000 men, who will be 
followed by 7,000 more. There are at 
Moscow, Klin, Zavidow, and Podolsk, 
14,000 infantry ; if these troons should be 
insufficient to defeat the perfidious enemy, 
I wHl say to you, ^^ Gome, my Musoovite 
friends, let us too march ; we will asseoable 
100,000 men ; we will take the imag^ of 
the Holy Virgin, and 150 pieces of can- 
non, and we will put an end to the bosi* 

ness at once." ^The enemy has 160,000 

men of his own, and such as he has beea 
^ble to collect. They are now ieedmg on 
^rse^flesh. ^This is what I have %' 



proper to commumcate to you, m onier 
that some of you may rdoice, and othen 
become tranquil, particularly on account 
of the expected' arrival of the Emperor in 

his faithful capiul. Read ! it is easy to 

comprehend ail — but draw no iaferraces 
from what I have communicated. 

Printed Bulletin of the Governor ^Gtmrd 
of Moscow. 
Sept. 12. — I shall proceed to-naorrow 
to cotifer with His Highness Prince ICuto- 
sow, in order to adopt, in conjunaiou widi 
him, such means as will lead to the exter* 

mination of your enemies. We itiXt 

deprive these guests of their lives, and send 

them to the devil. 1 will return t* 

dinner, and we will commence our open- 
tions to grind these perfidious wretches to 
powder. 



NORTHERN WAR. 

Conduct or the Russians. InteUi- 

gence from th€ Grand Armu. — Fluris^ 
Oct. 13. 

Private letters from Mospow, of tlie 25th 
Sept. conuin fresh details, ^authenticity 
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of which we will guaraatee, respecting the 
catastrophe which happecttd in that city, 
and which we hasten to publish at a mo- 
ment when every thing that comes from 

the North excites the greatest interest. 

We coold hardly have believed, that the 
burning of Moscow was the result of the 
fim movement of despair, when the im- 
possibility of arresting the march of the 
French Army, forced the Russians to aban- 
don their ancient capital. That idea was 
so natural, that many persons had adopted 
it ; and although h cannot justify the con- 
duct of the Governor Rostopchin, it a little 
lessens the horror which the frightful 
image of an immense city given up to the 
flames bv those hands who ought to have 
protectea it naturally inspires. Now that 
certain facts, which admit of no doubt, 
proves that this fire has been )>eforehand 
conceived, that the means of destruction 
were leisurely combined by deliberate re- 
flection, astonishment and indignation know 
no bounds. Never was a destructive com- 
bination better combined. The Agents of 
Rostopchin, that is to say, 5,000 banditti 
to whom he had opened the prison doors, 
proceeded with torches in their hands to 
the diflerent parts of the city ; to set fire 
to the houses and to render the fire more 
dtsirucilytj they observed from what side 
the wind blew, to burn ail the buildings 
to windward. In many houses were fouml 
aU sorts of combustibles, which, when 
discovered, our soldiers foimd impossible 
to extinguish. At the moment the sol- 
diers made this discovery, they feared 
some might have been phced in the Krem- 
lin, but the most minute researches proved 
the contrary. It appears that in Uieir 
blind obstinacy, the enemy thought they 
could maintain themselves for some time 
in that fortress, from which a few cannon 
shou were sufficient to drive them. It 
was the prompt arrival of our troops which 
saved the Knemlin. All these facu explam 
how the fire began in buildings and unin- 
habited fuMises. The superb building of 
the Bank was almost entn^ly consumed be- 
fore tiie iron gates could be penetrated, 
^oA an entrance made. What surpasses 
all belief is, that when the French pre- 
sented themselves to arrest the progress of 
the flames, a single engine could not be 
found. The firemen had even been obliged 
to quit this unfortunate city, the inevitable 
destruction of which was calculated with a 
sangfroid which makes humanity shudder. 
There now remains to us the painfiil task 
of relating a trait of barbarity, with which 
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we could have dispensed^ were it not ne- 
cessary that Europe should know the cha- 
racter and maimers of that people who have 
often been represented as civilized. A 
wretched man, named Wirtigen, had beea 
imprisoned six months for having writtea 
that within six months the Emperor of 
the French would be in Moscow. Upon 
the first news of the arrival of the French, 
the Governor- General brou^t forth the 
prisoner, and without any judicial form, 
had him executed. Rostopchin took a hor* 
rible pleasure in insulting this unfortunate* 
'* Thou hast announced," said he to him, 
^^ that the Emperor of the French would 
come to Moscow; if he comes, you will 
not see him." By a refinement of cruelty, 
Rostopchin sent for the father of the victim 
to be a witness of his punishment. Fortu- 
natetv he had fled. After reading these 
horrinle details, which will serve to form, 
the opinion of all Europe respecting the 
events which have just passed at Moscow, 
and when one reflects upon the efforts made 
by the French army under the eyes of the 
Emperor, to save Moscow from total de-' 
struction, very opposite sentiments will be 
felt, and one will be convinced that true 
courage is always accompanied by clemency 

and generosity. Our brave men will 

relas from their fatigues ; they have founid , 
provisions for several months : they, with- 
out doubt, have not the same resources as 
if they were cantoned near a city of the 
first order ; but what remains of Moscow, 
is, at least, as larae as Brussels, and aa 
exact idea of their situation may be formed, 
by supposing that the general head-quarters 
are in the latter town, and the troops can- 
toned in the neighbourhood. Since it is 
evident from every thing that has passed 
for some years, that the ambitious projects 
of the Russian Government, seconded by 
England, must necessarily bring about war 
between France and Russia, there is no 
Frenchman who, considering his coimtry 
or children's interest, that ouffht not to 
congratulate himself that it has oroken out 
imder existing circumstances. Is it not 
fortunate for France and Europe, that their 
destinies are confided to the greatest Gap- 
tain of the age, to the hero whose prudence 
equab his activity, who abandons nothing 
to chance, overcomes all obstacles, ana 
seems by his genius, to enchain fortont 
and command events ? 

Biris^ OcU 1 ] . — Several pieces, ema- 
nating from the Governor Rostopchin have 
already been joined to the last Bulletins. 
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There are some others from the sime, 
which are not less curious from the singu 
larity of style. We guaraotee the autheiH 

ticity of them. No. 1. (The battle 

which is spoken of in this piece is that of 
the 6ch, which preceded the battle of 
Moskwa ; a battle in which ,the Russians 
lost a redoubt, some cannon, many men, 
and which was, in short, the prelude to 
their defieat.) 

BuUtUn ofUu Govern or 'General of Moscow^ 
in which he announces the balHe oJBoro- 
• dino, 

. Yesterday, August %i (Sept. 5), the ene- 
my attacked with superior forces our left 
wing, commanded by Prince Bagration, 
but they were every where repulsed, and 
retired with considerable loss* The battle 
lasted till the night was well advanced. 
The second division of cuirassiers particu- 
larly distinguished itself. We have taken 
five pieces of cannon, and many of the 
enemy prisoners. Our army still occupies 
the same position near the village of Boro- 

dind. No. 2. (This piece, which is 

dated the 11 th September, is relative to the 
battle of Moskwa.) 

Bulletin of the QQvernor-Gen. of Moscow, 

His Serene Highness Prince Koutouzoff, 
in order sooner to collect all ^he troops 
which were marching to join him, has left 
Mojaisk to occupy a fortified plape, in which, 
it is probable, the enemy will not srpeedily 
present themselves. We are gping to send 
to the Prince ' 48 cannonS) with ammuni- 
tioD. He says, that he will defend Mos- 
cow to the last drop of liis blood, and tliat 
he is prepared to fight even in the streets of 
tins town. The tribunals have been closed; 
but that that may not trouble you, my 
Ariends, affairs must be put in order. We 
have no need of tribunals to proceed against 
scoundrels; if, however, they should be 
necessary, I will take young men from the 
city and coimtry. Jn two or three days I 
will give the signal. Arm yourselves with 
hatchets and pikes ; and if :3rou will do bet- 
ter take three^proBged forlut* To-morrow 
I will go and see the wounded in St. Cathe- 
rine's Hospital; I will cause ma^s to be 
said, and the water blessed for their speedy 
cure. In respect to myself, I am well; 
one of my eyes was affected, but now I can 
see perfectly well with both. 

(Signed) Count Rostopchin. 
^oscaWf iOth Aug. ( 1 Uh Sepi.) 



Wo. 3. — (Here is another piece, hi which 
the Governor announces a balhxm which he 
had caused to be made. It was under the 
pretext of this balloon, that he collected a 
great quantity of fireworks and artificers tv 
prepare the incendiary machines of wliich. 

he made use to bum the city.) Adnce 

from the Goverif^'General of Moscow (it is 
without date^ bal it was published in the 
month of August) . The Empersr has con- 
fided to me the care of constructing a bal* 
loon, which shall be sufficiently strong t9 
carry fifty men ; and which can be directed 
with or against wind. Ycxa will one drf 
know what will resuh fi-om this ballooD, 
and you will rejoice at it; if the weather is 
fine to-morrow, or the day after, I wilt 
make trial of it at my own house, I inform 
you of it) that in seeiug it you may not 
think it proceeds from the scoundrel. It 
is, on the contrary, made for his ruin; 
General PhtoflT, supposing that his Majesty 
the Emperor was alresuly here, arriv«i at 
Moscow, and immediately, repaired to my 
house. He, to-night, departs tor the army, 
in order to be in time for the battle, and 
sing Te Deums. 



Extract from the Moscow Gazellem 

Moscow, aidJufy {4lhAi^.] \8W.— 
The Commandant in ^hief of the Kusstaa 
army, Prince KoutouzofiT, conformably to 
the duties of a Christian, weat^ (he event- 
ing preceding his departure for the armies, 
to the metropolitan chiurch of Kasan, to im- 
plore the aid of the All-powerfi&l. Aher 
T€ Deum^ the priest gave to this great Cap- 
tain of the Russian warriors a holy cross 
and some blessed water. After this he 
performed homage to a fine Image of our 
Lady of Kasan, enriched with ornaments of 
gold. The celebrated man, penetrate!, 
with faith, haWng received this holy ofier- 
ing, suspended it to his neck, fervemly hn- 
ploring the benediction of the AH-poweHbl, 
whilst the temple, filled with an irametise 
concourse of people, sheddttig tears ef joy 
and afiection, bkaraed the Hero ready to set 
out. All lifted up- with veneratioa towank 
heaven their wishes and beHedictiam far 
the sacred Monarch who had deigned to 
confide the conduct of the brave Russian 
wanriore to that great man, so experienced 
ia the art of war, and the true son of 
his country.— — All hearts were filled 
with a firm confidence in the Russian ar- 
mies. 
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Idler from the Commander of all the db- 
tive Armies^ to the Governor of Moscoiif^ 
Count Rostopchih* 

I have just learned with the most pro-, 
iimA grief, that the reports spread respect- 
ing the operations of the army by ill dis- 
iM»ed people destroy the repose of the iiiha- 
bitanls ot Moscow, and throws them into 
despair. I very humbly entreat you, 
Count, to assure and state to them for cer- 
tain, that our troops are not yet in that 
state of weakness in which they Endeavour 
to represent them ; on the contrary, all our 
warriors, not having yet tried a general 
battlCi canoot have descended to such a de- 
gree of weakness; and animated by that 
spirit of bravery which is inherent in them, 
they wait with the utmost impatience the 
nM>niCQt for sealing with their blood their 
devotioa to the august throne and their 
country. AH our movements have hither- 
to been directed to guarantee Moscow, the 
first capital. May the All^Omnipotent 
bless our uddertaking 1 Such should be the 

prayer of all the children of Russia. 1 

beg you, Count, to assure all the inhabit- 
ants of Moscow, by nixf grey hairs^ that 
hitherto we have never had a single aflfair 
with the enemy's advanced guard in which 
oiir troops have not had the advantage, and 
that if there has not been a grand battle, 
that has depended upon my Command in 
Chief. 

From the Monastery of Kolotskdy^ 
Jug.%1 {Sept,^)^ 1812. 

Report of the General in Chief Koutouzoff^ 
to his Imperial Majesty , from the village 
^ChUinf dated Sept. 4 (16). 

After the sanguinary though victorious 
battle fought by your Majesty's troops on 
the 26th ult. (Sept. 7), I was obliged to 
leave my position near Borodino, for rea- 
sons of which I have already had the hap- 
piDess to inform your Majesty. After that 
bailie the armies were much weakened. 
Under suck circumstances we approached 
Moscoy^f having 'daily much fighting with 
the enemy's advanced guard. The rein- 
forcements which I hoped to meet with bad 
not yet arrived. The enemy formed two 
new columns, one on the Borowsk, and the 
other on the Zweoigo roads, with the view 
of actins against my reserve near Moscow. 
In oooSiPqueiice of this- 1 could not risk an- 
other battle, the issue of which would not 
only have been destructive to the army, but 
would have reduced Moscow to ashes. In 



this truly lamentable, situation, and after 
consulting {my Generals, amongst whom 
there were some of a different opinion, I 
was compelled to let the enemy enter Mos- 
cow, out of which all 4he valuables, ihc 
stores in the arseiials, and almost all other 
property, imperial or private, were previ* 
ously conveyed, and scarcely a single inha- 
bitant remained in the town. I take the 
liberty most humbly to represent to your 
Majesty, that the entrance of the enemy 
into Moscow is not yet the annihilation of 
the empire. I am making a movement 
with my army towards the Toula road^ 
This will enable me to keep open my com- 
munications with the neighbouring Govern-^ 
mencs» Any other measure would have 
prevented this, and also have separated me 
from the armies of Tormazow and Tschi- 
chagow. I must confess that the abandon- 
ment of the capital is very hard ; but con- 
sidering the advantages which mav accrue 
to us from it^ and particularly the preser* 
vation of our armies, it is no 'longer to be 
lamented : and I now proceed to occupy^ 
with my forces^ a line, by which I shall 
command the road leading to Toula and 
Kalouga, annoy the whole line of the 
enemy extending from Smolensk to Moscow,, 
and be enabled to cul off all remforcements 
marching to join him from the rear. By 
thus occupying the attention of the enemy, 
I hope to compel him to leave Moscow^ 
and to change his whole line of operations* 
The General Winzingerode has receiv- 
ed orders from me t6 post himself onthb 
Twer road, and to detach a regiment of 
Cossacks on that to Jeroslave, to protect the 
inhabitants from being molested by small 
bodies of the enemy. I am no great dis- 
tance from Moscow, and as soon as I have 
collected my troops, I can with confidence 
await the approach of the enemy. As ioa^ 
as the army of your Imperial Majesty is 
entire, and animated with its known cou- 
rage and zeal, the loss of Moscow is not 
yet the loss of the empire. For the rest, 
your Majesty may be assured that this eveint 
is the necessary consequence of the loss of 

Smolensk. The further advices from the 

same quarter are from Wittgenstein to thf 
3d, and Essen to the 6th September, as 
follows: 

Head-quarters^ Pblotsk^ Sept. 3* 

Since the last report I had the honour to 

make to your Imperial Majesty, the ene^ 

my's force 'Oppose^ to me, under General 

St. Cyr, has made no movement of conse- 

fTo be continued. J 
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In order thit my coontrymen and that the 
worid may not be deceived, daped, and cheated 
noo this ittbjecU I, WILLIAM COBBETT, 
or BoUey. in Hampshire, put npoa record 
the foUowing facto ; to wit : That, on the 24th 
Jime, 1809, the loUowtng article was pob- 
Med hn a London news^per, called the 

CouRUSR : ^^ The Mutiny aroonpt the LO- 

^ CAL MILITIA, which hroke out at EW, was 
^fwtvnatel^ suppressed on Wednesday ny the 
** arriTal of four squadrons of the OkRMAN 
*t LEGION CAVALRY from Bary, mider the 
u command of General Auckland. Five of the 
*^ ringleaden were tried by a Court-Martial, and 
« iO^Uncid to recevoe 500 laiAet mcA, part of which 
^ pnnishment they received on Wednesday, and 
<< a part was remitted. A dvfi^tgeftr tkiebr kmt^ 
^ uukt was the gronnd of the comphunt that ez» 
<< cited this mntinons spirit, which occasioned 
^ the men to surround their officers, and demand 
^what they deemed their arrears. The first 
^ division of the German Legion halted yesterday 
*^ at Newmarket on their return to Bnty."^— ^ 
That, on the 1st July, 1809. I published, in the 
Political Register an article censuring, in die 
ttrongest terms, these proceedmgs; that, for so 
4oing, the Attoinev Oraeralproseciited, as sedi- 
tioas libellers, and by Ex-Officio Inlonnation, 
me, and also my printer, my publisher, and one 
of the principal retailers of the Political Register; 
that I was brousht to trial on the 15th June, 
1810, and was, by a Spedal Jury, that is toiny, 
by 12 men oot of 48 appohited by the Master of 
the Crown Office, found guilty ; that, on tlie 
90th of the same month, I was compelled to give 
bail ior my appearance to receive judgment; 
and that, as I came up fh>m Botley (to which 
place I had returned to my fiunily and my farm 
M the evenuig of the 15th), a Tipstaff went 
down from Lmidon in order to seise me, per^ 
fonally ; that, on the 9th of July, 1810, I, toge- 
ther with my printer, pnblishei^ and the news* 
man, were broi^^t into the Court of King's 
Bench to receive judgment; that the three 
former were sentenced to be imprisoned for 
some months in the King'a BencJi prison ; that I 
was sentenced to be imprisoned for two years in 
Newgate, the mat receptacle for malefkctors, 
and the front of which is the scene of numerous 
hangings in the course of every year; that the 
part of the prison in which I was sentenced to be 
confined is sometimes inhabited by felons, that 
Ihlons were actually in it at the time I entered 
it ; that one man was taken out of it to be trans- 
ported in about 48 hours after I was put into the 
same yard witli him ; and that it is the place of 
confinement for men guilty of ummtnial crimes, 
of whom there are four i^ it at this time ; that, 
besides this imprisonment, I was sentenced to 
pay is thousand pounds TO THE KING, and to 
give securi^ for my good behaviour for seven 
years, mysefr in the sum of 3,000 pounds, and 
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two ioteties in the sam of 1,009 ponsda each; 
that the whole of this sentence has been execntid 
upon me, that I have been imprisoned the two 
yearS) have paid the thousand pounds TO THE 
KING, and have given the bail, Timothy Brown 
and Peter Walker, Esqrs. being my warHkBi 
that the Attorney General was Sir Vicai^ Oibbe^ 
the Judge who sat at the trhULord H" 



the (bur Judges who sat at passing ssBtenea KMxm- 
borough, Offose, Le Blanc, and Bmtey r adid th^ 
the jurors were, Thomaslthodaa'of Haattete«kl« 
Road, John Davis of Southampton Place, J^mes 
Ellis of Tottenham Court Road, Jbhn RScbardi 
of Bayswater, Thomas Maraham i^Baker Street, 
Robert HeatfMsote of High Street MarylelMnay 
John Maud of York Place Marylebone, Qoow 
Bagster of Church Terrace Pancras, Tluum, 
Taylor of Red lion Square, David DeaM of flf.' 
John Street, William Palmer of Upper 9M«I 
IsUngton, Henry Favie of PaH Midi; ttaA 4bi 
Prime Mmisten daring the time were SMPear, 
Perceval, until he was shot by John BeWgmb 
and after that Robert B. Jenldnson, Earl Of Ll- 
veipool ; that the prosecution and (sentence took 
piaoe in the reign of Kin^ George tb^ lliird,and 
that, he having become uisane dnriog my nppcv 
somnent, the 1,000 pounds was paid to his son, 
tiie Prince Regent, in his behalf; that, during my 
imprisonment, I wrote and pubSMied 964 Essiyt 
and Letters upon political snl^eets; that, dnriiig 
the same thne, I was visited 1^ persons ftmn 197 
cities and towns, many of them as a jort of depu- 
ties from Societies or Clubs; that, at the expira- 
tion of my imprisonment, on tiie 9tn oC JtoAy , 1BX9, 
a great dmner was given m London lar the wm- 
pose of receiving me, at which dinner upwards gf 
600 persons were present, and at ^ich iSt 
Francis Burdett presided ; &at dinners and « 
parties were held on the same occasioB in i 
other places in England; thaL on my way h 
I was received at Alton, the first town in Ham^ 
shire, with the ringing of the Church bellsi tim. 
a re^Kctable company met me and gave me a 
dinner at Winchester; that I was drawn fnm 
more than the distouce of -a mile into Bdtky if 
the people ; that, upon my arrival in the i^ 
I found all the people aisembled to receive i 
that I condndcd the day by explahifng tliT 
the cause of my imprisonment:, and % |l 
them clear notions r^pecting the ft^^gins oClfe» 
Local MUitia^jnen at Ely, and reepectinE the em- 
ployment of German Troops; and, finaffj^ whieli 
IS more than a conrpensation for my Umt/aod all 
my sufibringB, I am in perfect health and strength, 
and, though I nrast, far the iahe w nx^hlUivg^ 
feel the diminution that has'bei^ made in m 
property ^thinking it right hi me to dectmelfee 
offer of a subscription), t havethe consotadMim 
see growing np three sons, upon whose haKti^l 
trust, an these &cto will be engcaven.. ^ 

Wm^COBSETT, 
BotU^, Ja^ US, 1812. 
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«mCCHOLDfiRS OF HAMPSHIRE. 

Letter II« 
GcMJeneOf 

la ay iMt I aiidrcMed y«it upoo topics 
«Mit ioHBMHately ceD nec tcd whh the o^ect 
«f.Joar neetssg sit Wiocheaeer; ixt h is 
■SMPf mj ibtetition to speak to fWltpmi 
«Bait«rs, IB whicH we, as freelwldeiiof ike 
oeimtyy ate Dwoe directly coooenied. 
. .Qftyour.geaerddiityaseleclorsi he fa te 

yJce. l^winmiiiqmK, i#iethertbD^ 
you did jour duty, wWnrerri oa tlR 
^ide of llesew. -Cimie mi Heathdote. 
There Itane nany persons, wbo» unfoftunaie- 
Ijy Inve very Jtttle scruple to vote away 
tm liberties md property of their neigh- 
^MNirs, fattt, who am uawilling enough to 
pari wHk their owq' property^ or aay por- 
im of it. It does, therabrei, seem to sie 
imtf oHmwadlMrr, thtt any nun, who is 
sm a tlireoi sharer m the ptkUc money, 
abottld have voied, or love been ready to 
wo$tt Jbr the late nenibers for oar county. 
mwae uwnahiri had given their support to 
nH she nMaoMS whSih have been so op- 
tn the notion, and, to re-eloct 
is tn eipitss an approbation oT all 
aanres. There is no evil, of a po- 
Utienlaaiiiin, that any of you complain of, 
which those members have not assisted in. 
MadiMinf) andf therefore, t»ieydect them, 
•rn^umf raio, to deprive yourseWes of the 
riight of asaking future complaibU upon the 



You coiapWn of the ifv«ight of the Taxes, 
smd who ait they who have imposed that 
miilJn npn> jvn^ Not Messrs. Chute and 
neachcote 50^^, to be sure, but thef have 
doM all tiisf were able towards k; they 
itm vnted for ail these burdens, and they 
liave toted against every proposition for 
Mghl ei< i% ihos^ burdens* What oould 



thoyd^mofe? How vras it hi their power 
todo yon more mjiiry? What could your 
worst tmrntf htnt added to the acts that 
' they have been gnilty of? 

i hear it said by seme, that fatten aren«- 
cessary ,to tlMt m^p^Hwf Hf g m* €mm mi»^ 
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and aho to the d^fmoe pf ike cotmtf^. 
Ontlemen, letns^enamine this proposiiioii. 
The layint of ft down is of false ratenti 
for, who has ever denied^ that s^ime taxtia 
isre necessary? Who has ever pr^tendedj 
that the people onght to pay up taxes? 
' Hon^ver, let us dcamioe the pvoposiiiofi, 
hegfObhig %wth that branch of it which 1^ 
ktes to ^ support ttf ihi gePtmmeni^ and 
"we are first'led to aalc what k tneant by^su 
Mttnmaii. Government is, or ooffht to be, 
a^thie^ operating to the- safety of thtfpei^ 
phi; to the protection of dkO-weah i^ali^ 
theetftm^r aisd^ oT^Mse^lliiMl^ fourtd 
tooonsisi Inthe administerhig^ justice ae- 
cotfding to kw< This is whtft it^ to be 
meant when menepeak of govenment; and 
not any thiOff which is merely to poMfe 
power over the whole of the people. The 
sevemment of Eogl^, thermit, yod will 
ond to be supported ebiefly exclusive bf 
4M Ou naihtHd ioMis ; the4lmies of justices, 
grand and petty Jurets, ftheiilK, ooroners^ 
peace officers, are aH performed by the 
people vdthoot any pay; and, m thedue 
discharge c( diese several duties we find 
protectioo of oor persons and oor p*op«- 
ties. There remains only the iCkog anti 
the Judges, and the expense of supportmg 
them^-will be found to ameont to a very 
small sum, comparatively speaking, h is 
4U the vestries, the benches of julticM, ttto 
comKyHXNirts, the tpmrter-sessioos, the as- 
sizes; here it is thaf we see govemmeot 
operating, and feel its effects; atid, you 
well know, that these have uothtng to ila 
widi the laxes; you well knovf, tha all thb 
concerns of the country are herecarried m 
without the aid of any suras from whit Is 
called '« THE GOVERNMENT," which 
appears, an the minds of some persom, tti 
b$ a great some-thing-orMithel- at London^ 
atUag that nobody has seen, or can see, 
and, of course, that no one can describe. ' 
" Aye," savs farmer Liokshoe, •• but, 
** there are the urmj^ and the tui^. 
Very true, farmer; but, diougfayour vot^ 
inff may have mad^ your sons capuhis and 
co£(mels, and, by that means may hav% 
draned vonr purse Ull it Is nearly as empty 
as ytmr head> the army and the navy Ibtm 
S 
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DO part of the governnunl oJEn^Land^ pre* 
perly so called. These are thiii^ separate, 
or, at least, they ought to be separatei fixHii 
ilu gcvemmeni* 'Dimr sole l^ittmate use 
is' the defence of the country against foreign 
ibes; and, this will lead 08 to consider, 
irA«(her the pmdit taxes, employed for this 
purpose, are necessary, 

I shall be told, that we..have a most 
4powerful enemy to contend against; that 
that enemy is not more powerful than he is 
valiant, and not more vi^iant ^han ,wise« 
This IS all true; but, need we have that 
^€BeQiy? I say that we need not ; ior^that 
he has recently ofiRu«d us.such terms ofj 
.peace as, in my opinion, ought to have been 
accepted of, and such terms as, I am afiraid:, 
we never shall be able to obtain. Gentle- 
jnen, vou well know^ that it has been 
boasted o(^ that we have beaten all the 
ileeu in the world i that we have obuined 
the exclusive dominioii of the seas;; that 
«we have stvipp^ the . e^e^y and his allies 
of all their colonies ; that we , have added 
immensely to our resources, strength, and' 
4)omittions ; and that our couptry has, by 
the rieats. of the war, been raised to the 
Ugfae^t pinnaok*of glory. Gentlemen, has 
not all tms-been said oyer and over anin? 
Well, then, what has Na|)oleon oiercd us? 
,Why, he has ofierad uf^, peace, upon the 
basis of liming us in l^rpelual posaissdmit 
:Cf all thi conquests of which we boasJtJ 
Cattit, then, be, necessary to continue the 
5var; can it be necessary to, carry on this- 
war at such an enormous expense ; and can 
<he taxes for iheicarrying on of this war be 
necessary.? 

But, what ate we talking, of? You are 
told, that the taxes are necessary for the 
•* d^ence of tfour <iounlry.** Defence ! 
What, my good credulous country-men, is 
it necessary for u^ to pay s^ch enormous' 
sums for our iefytc^ against a foreign 
rcneoiy, while, ar the t^xnt tipae, we are 
4old, and seem to believe, that >ve are the 
greatest conquerors in the worW ? Verify, 
If wecan be brought to believe both these 
, propositions. at omce, we may, in matters t>f 
faith, boldly cbs^ienge our ndglibo»rs in 
the West, who are said to retain the 4:on- 
Viction that 'the mpon is made of gre«i 
cheese. 

GeatkBien, the members, who have just 
lieen rejected for Hapapshire, have inva* 
. iriably voted ^ su|^rt of this loqg;and 
ruinous war, and lor all ^e muvierous 
measures which have b^en adopti^ for the 
purpose of preventing men, from speaking 
their minds freely aj^ainst thecp9(|nuaiice 



of so dreadful a scoui^e; and, thereCbre, 
by re-eleetingthem^ ^i^ county has ^s^^si 
its sanction to what will, in all human pro- 
babi^ty, be productive of calajoaities w&idi 
I shall not attempt to describe, because tfiey 
may be anticipated 'by ahy man of reflec- 
tion. ' ^ 
. Wo are told, and many yet a|^»ear/o 
believei that, by continuing the war,^ .we 
shall overset Buonaparte. Now, suppose 
that result to be probable, why shbiML^we 
wish it? I can: see no goed that jt W<^A 
bring to us, while I can see the prc^i^^jdity 
of'k great Jeal of evil that it might Driag 
upon us. We have made peace with hjflk 
oike) -and I can see no reason why we 
should net make peace with him agaio.^ 1 
iiaw, in the Guildhall of London,- the £»> 
signs of Buonaparte entwinec], in a biilUant 
transparency, with the Ensi§^ of Geoife 
the Third, waving over the head of -the 
Lord Mayor and the King's ministers; and^ 
I can see no reason, why the s^me should, 
not be repeated. 

Be this as it may, however^ can any of 
you see a chance of our succeeding in 
'^ oversetting Buonaparte ?" Gendemea, 
let me beseech vou ; let me implore yoi^ 
for the honour of the human form, to come 
to something like a seilled opinion uposi 
this subject; a mos^ important oafii|doeds>{< 
for,^ if there be no enhance of jottr.siiii9cest .i« « 
thb work of oversetting, why thU expendi- 
ture of money ai;d of blood ? 

This war, with a trifling interval of;, b- 
verish repose, has now n^|ed far tmaXf 
long years,; during, which time thfrpaunecs 
have been mone than doubled in nuober, 
and no sm^l. portion of the finest oveain 
the cdnntry have been killed by the swoid 
or the pe^iieiioe of war. . And, what ii dis 
result hilherlo f ' 

We were told, that the wings of Ff^BflC 
Would be clipped. — -•H^ve tfaqr^JbfP^' 
clipped? ' \ 

We were told, that Franq^ ^woola lit^ 
subdued through her finances, that siift 
would be bankrupt, and would nev«r i» 

gold and siJvejr again. Has jAe U^aU' 

hefg^d and silver? >n* . 

W9 were told, a hundred times :Mir» 
that the peojple of Frante would rocaL the 

Bouribons. Have they recalle4 ihent 

We were told, that the French were ah* 
horred by all the people in Gormai^, Mff 
Holland, ilcc—^ — Have those nations shoiei 
that they held, them in abhorrence ? 

We were told, at the commenoemcsit ff 
every campaign of Napoleon, tha^ he must 
be defeated.-~^Has he beea dellMd? 
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• Wc were told, ov\y aicw monthe ago^ 
'kM (be Russians would put an and to him. 
-u- r^favc thqr done«o? 
' We were tokL, oflkiallf in tbe London 
Gaaette, thac the Russians had defeated 
and routed^ &iw, and pursued him on hia 
te^tttU-— — Did not the next post teU us 
tilirt he was at Moscow? 
^'W^ have been tola almo^ daily for the 
Jatft ten years, that hn and his tyranny Were 
A) mjilcb detested in-Frapce, that his life 
was hi GObCHmal danger; in ishort^ many 
tfmes have we been told, that he wsaex^ 

trtmefyHlf and sonetioies even dead. <- 

ll he not alivi^ — ^And do you thmk that 
his dteils bespeak z'sid man .* 
' Well,, then, after' so much experience of 
the ^hdiood of those who wish u^ lead us 
en in approbation of the war, wiU you still 
Miere that they speak truth f Will you 
still attacftr*any credit to their assertions? 
Will yon still be the dopes of their craft 
playitig upon your bugbear, fears? Gentle- 
BKB, *<nMMt thtnkbg people of Ifamp- 
*.* shiit," pray think a littfe, for once, upon 
this master; ' You set Buonaparte, thalt 
Bnooapan^ who is- represented as imagin- 
ing th^l ht sees an assassin in everf one of 
I his iul^cts; you see that same Bdonap^rti 
mcr Aidsterdam, not u) a bullel-pcpaf 
I €aachi ^^ ^ horsdrnk^ eiqposing bis body 
\ to a shot from any. one of hundreds of 
thousands of windows. And, seeing this, 
wfllyoii believe, caayou believe, that he 
i Is In contihual fear of his life from the 
i hands of assassins? Do, each of you, put 
I this ^icMion to yourself; ^< If I thought 
I ^^ diat every ibao in the country wished to 
f^ mm^ler me, should I ride through hun- 
*^ dreds of. thomands of them on horse- 
9* badr?" Put that qoestion to yourself, 
and'flilu' adswer to those who tell you: that 
Napoieop ta in confinuai dread of assassi- 
nation wlfi be ready. 

. Bi:^ you are tdd^and you long have, 
been told, that the people of. France detest 
innt4 iM' Idog fef . an opportunity of over- 
setting his power. If this were true, what 
tMipoirtiinlty cboM be so good, as thajt wUtfh 
tbey^iiave hiUl for the. last these monthaf 
tieitt perhaps, three Aausandmilea dis^ 
'lantimn.the heart of France; he has the 
^duef part of his army and all has .greatest 
'coomanden with him; there Is. littl^pr*^ 
babilsi^ of his rtoriiing^ for manir nnnths ; 
^ami yoty'^ dot a faaii4 It raised asainst his 
aithedtj. With ifaseei feota hiefprt. yon, 
^wiU yM.heli»ve,:ai»yon jtm to ha induced 
Jtthtiieve, t%t the fm^ of fknncn wish 
> afocatt m powerl U ym ave^c the 



lo^gosnquted animalsy . fev. which omr ooun* ' 
try is so much venowned, may' feirly be 
presumed to equal m intellect thetc two- 
legged neighbours. 

Amongst other things, nfrhtcfa the hire- 
ling writery/'m London and in many of tha 
coun^ news'papers, a»ld you about Na- 
poleon was, that he is^wcome ux^riotts tod 
mhtuTMC^ ihat is to say, foolishly fond 4tf* 
hiswye<9tAmachanmiasUtpf aco^pliar 
of <]^ialiiies,,by the bye, whicli do not seem« 
to be very ccKqpatible with each other* 
But, do you thmk, that he Jias given pwnS^ 
of fooliah fondness for his wife In his gsh^ 
to Moscow; or^ of hi^ sl^inesf m tho 
(cats ofacampa^pi,during whichhehaspor- 
formed greater ex{^iu than were perforp*. 
ed eitherby Cassar. or 'Alexander duriog the 
whole of thoir lives? . Oh! my << most 
^} thinkuig".coiuMrynaen, pray do think a 
Mittleofthesething^'.* These faisehoods may, 
to some persons,, appear too ridicn lous to 
merit^serioua observaution ; but, they serve, 
even more than any other of the falsehoods, 
to show to.wh^t an extent thejystem of de- 
hisioa is, .by the means of a htreliag press,, 
'carried, in this country. 

It is, as I have already stalod, of the ut- 
most importance, ik^ i|re should 4lnin cor- 
r-ect notions as to the, chance of oversettkqp 
the power of .Napoleon, ^because on the 
ground of that chance, the continuance of 
the war ia justified. Overset his power ^I 
the world cannot, nnkss aided by 'th< p^ 

Sle of France, who are nearly thirty n^i* 
ons in number, who inhabit the faiei t aoU, 
blessed with the finest climate in the whole 
world,* and to whom no man of sei^ wilt 
deny either genhis. or courage^ Jt is, there- 
fore, .worthwhile to consider, what moiitm 
th^ people of ilrance can ha^ Sot wishh^ 
his power to be ovekaet; and, I,^^ yon 
tiere to (^Mccve, that thci people 6f ..Fran^ 
inar feel.yery diffidently from usi thatthey 
are oy no means bound towuhas w^ wishi - 
that, Indeed, their wishes may very jreasonn 
abty. bee^ppo■ed to be the precise opposite 
of nur wishes; and that thtft n^y rather 
likf -him than dislibi hiiii for bei^g the 
enemy of Engird. Tho 4{ueition witla. 
tbein will i^tnndily be, wheUier they are 
betteroffoow than they fiumerly weiei 
and, if they find, that the change hay been 
lor their benefit, we must not suppose, that 
they will wish.tat:hange back agam. 

'IVoeeediiig apon the supposed admisijon 
of these prenuaes, I will now, speaking to 
ywL^Mfilrmirs. state to you one reason wl^ 
the pe^^ oTFcance may naturally wish m 
the continuance of the sway of Napoleon. 
S8 
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Hiii, iMvrnrcf, is br JromWng Afir 
onljr. politicil tia. I knwri for mf pif^ 
of no measure which I deem k^vriMi tm 
the amxArj^ thtlihcy h«ve Hot suppocttd t 
atuly (herefocl, itiSy ift m^ ^piridft^ the 
bQundeadut)^ ofevoyfreehoUer^midf iiH 
4eedy of evenr man m the coitttt% t^HMt 
his utmost eodeavourvio, yi 'W tulUi lfli rt iei u j g 
returned at the w^ ebctitei to irinwil 
which endeavours no possible nrrfieB <tf 
n>ite^shailbewaDli«g. * »' * i^ ' 

I am not; indcedi safadislfrm li^bJBctig^ 
thai, white the right of voting is cocAm 
as it now is, « suGcessfiii stand ie fsHbei 
made against cotniptioni hot, moeh nif 
be done at any rate, and, in the matik 
while, ft behoves all those who art icdly 
desirous /of siving their ooontry, t»extrt 
thomselvte in the weric of Jt^^rw, witho«t 
whichf as has now been nude aanifat^ n» 
change for the better can be expectod. 

. Tocailnpenmf btothec fcceholdea lo 
e4»r^ Uumsrins^ withont pointiie^ oitt aaf 
MMb ^e«f rfiMTH woold, heweaper* befvnib* 
lesss and, thetelbre, I now propose to yon 
tbefbrmalionofn 8$ad^ fift A$ pmp^im 

^xp^mg and pnvmlmg cmr^jiiimu I 
Wfm here state, ttet Ihuii^ iiet^^ lidsa 
originatiog with inev bnt "mgim^tk by 
other gentkncD, wfanare dnireni Ubnt J 
sbould commuoioM* it to thn fUAaUm 
and MoM^n/f of tfaecoutaftf in genenk- 

In order to pot into puiriirflnlHiiiifliB 
so honourable u> those who hivtf conceifNd 
it, it appears tome dcisicabte, tbal-a i 
iiM^shteld take fiiacen^Me GMp^ 
mnckciUr, m Ai first SBUMtia^ a ~ 
ber^ when die meus maybe 
andwthenthe Hecesssly rules 
tioDS maybe eettled* Inthe. 
shall be ^ to^ hear finm any 
die county, ' who iiay wish to 

the undettakkig, indwhomay ^ 

10 CommuhicaieiayUnttti to fSm lin^iJBk 
|0fproeeMiflg. ^r ..;*-.» 

'' As to mys^ at oon ute md^ vriifcAgfcm 
'Mnsa^one, 1 haf«f Utf lobeervSrUmway 
nist ndiiess so yon^ no mtoree ofj isiliu 
^amUtion. ihavc^ declared,^ mi ' ' 
•r iUie wmld^ thtt I never will» 
■qoelf m b|rnny ont depemlant^ 
Mirivensingle6rtUi«o(rthe/«Mfei 
In anf ' ^ 



9ft] 

Formerly >dae fansers.Jn France yielded^ 
ISTHES to the Cteiyy; ihey yield NO 
HTUKS under Nap<deon. . Now, I fdiall, 
tot my part, say nothing .myself about the 
naluins a^ tiondengr of tithes;. but, 1 will 
cite the opinien of an extmmdy.*^ l^ol'* 
Loud in Snssc», I eeean inen SnenruLn. 
This ndiieman, who aeems to have pin 
Umitlf at the head, of ibe Wool-growtti, 
i^ in^a report •( ibe proocedmgi at tbe 
Lewes WooMair in 1811^ stated <o have 
ebaerved, that ^ fiurmers, and espeaally 
te Wool-greweffi of England laboured 
mtdergrmi Ominmagmin n eampeiiUon' 
wHh ifMgUmrmg umtUri$g^ viA$re Ihert 
wimm^iUku. This is tbc Pnblic deda-« 
raiiett of -a Lofd distinpiished for his 
*^ iegfol^t" net kss than for his know-t 
ledge in wooU and, it app^n that the. nn^ 
mehms farmeftat.tbt meeting, with voice 
«i unanimont as that df a {oek of their 
South Down JKwea, when called by the 
aftepheed to a ftesbptOQe^nf mnups» ap- 
nbuded the idea* . 
-New^ then, CentlemeQ, pnt it to yonr*- 
selves, whether, if yon, ^y angr change jis 
Kngland, were bee^ from tithes, as the 
farmers in France are, |rou should not, upon 
the prbciple of Lord $|icffi«ld, be very slow 
^.fisk any otherrbange tliat might by pos- 
aibilifiy produce a lestoration of tkhes. 
Here, then, we have, according to Lord 
Shefl&eld, one great national good, produced 
by die Keyoluiion of France; and, indeed, 
do we not see an account of deliberations in 
^eteuf for the getting rid of tithes? Have 
we not heard from .the great agriGUlniral 
' and loyal peeple in England the most 
anxious wishes expressed for the abolition 
ofthis'sartofchargenpon^icland? And, 
white we hear all this« an<i see that the 
iuofi and industry of France are free from 
such a. burden, are we to believe, that the 
pei^teof Fcaace are desltousof let mnh ig 
to their foraMr etate by oversetting the 
power of Napoleon? 

|fV Iftnm v^hat has been ^atd, or from 
yoiur own rcjBection, ygu are convinoed, 
ihatdieie is no chance oreftcthurtheii* 
ject of overthrowitog the power M Biitea< 
prt£ by the war, to what end, i ask yon, 
«i the war continued? itdom, indeed| as 
it naturally must, enricb many iiidividnab 
ao^ many families ; but, by Whataritittae* 
tic are we to calculate iu cost to the^bepb 
ingeneral? Who is aUe to estimattftfae 
amouitf of the .misery that It 
Yet (bl9xjn9&L^th< all iu loi^ train ^ 
evilsf^hliMwlBaibiippei^ in JHessn. 




a "»* I ■■ ■ ■ I yin—g iMM ■MnB^ 

poimor tehme, la mpMsent she ««|mi 
aad vtryfow wh« ava net betton lAte 
spam from thehr prkaia affliim tbe 
oessaey to;lim dne disskanr af aod 
Md, whencvet aaen of tlA 
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oolf bM dtyrifcd oflibertf and pix»pertf, 
but all tho^e oUier cnjoytBenu, without 
wliicb lifi btooBMs. a malaMdMily cadaiK 
cnce.— i-II tkere be any, wh» txmj objcdl 
to this' mode of addressh^ the Publfo, f 
request tbcm to rJBCelleeti tkat dorfaig the 
c«lne"of my in^risontsent, it it tbe fim 
tioM 1 bave obtruded the whole cf my adtt 
upon tbehr notke; and ias die Me of one 
man to-dajp^'^tna^r be tbat of aeother to- 
morrow, tbb statement of facts^ though it 
mzf produce no favourable consequencoi 
to myself,' its circulainm will, i tiiisti bb 
iKilculated to benefit otbers.-^-^-^To enttl: 
^0 a recapltofaiion of ^ tbe ex-ofiM^ 
prosecutions in wliicb I bare been invdlveii, 
since I became Proprietor o^ a oews-'papt#, 
might be deemed^' superfloous, akboi^ 
they were aUt attended, with eontideraUe 
expense, and great persoaal ahtiety,' as 
must eter be the casein similar' pmeckl- 
ings; I shaU therefore coofine myself, tim. 
ply to those twb wbidi- led tor my impvl- 
sbnment in His Mafesfy's €ml '0/ Xew^iAt^ 
fer #hich I hate sdready suSered:upwaydfl 
of twenty-one months' incarceration (•a^^^— 
The first ex*oflkio pretecution agalmt me^ 
was for publishing an aocuont X)# tbe .rli(s 
in PiccadiHy,' wheh Siip F. fiiirdett was 
coibmitted to (be Tdwen The article was 
iktrtlf'a lUeral ebp^frwn a UomitigV^' 
per (tber/lttf); il^ drij^naflly wrfiien by 
order of one of mt Prepittora, and prin- 
cipal Managers of thai Journal, as'v^as 
proved by their bstensibte Editor's afflda- 



with scMd prineipMf ttHOe fiirwaidy I 
shaftbe icady to make way for th^m; but^ 
I'sball never be found amoikgst tfajMe^ vrbo 
cstlmaiv a. man's fitnem for such a trust 
finoii tb^ mere length of bis purse or from 
tbe IraKltb of bis acresi wUch, as all his- 
lory and experience pnHFC, are no security 
&r the pQUfcssion of understanding, spirit, 
•ramesrity. To all these united, wealth 
|Sf indeed, a great advaplage; but, for one 
•dtt^ry £vftnaTT,wbajt jhoabdo we see of 
Uam^t MiNGHiMs,aodolMa. ATHiaLBYS, 
mbom wife, though the Honourable daugh- 
ter of a ** most noble" Mar^iia^ receives 
mm of 4he Tazesa pension of two hundred 

Cads a year; and of Sir Jauis Tilney 
6Sy wlip, with tbat Immense estate, bf 
9sbicb so mucb was said some months ;|go, 
JKmmpMrilU ^lticmr§ list to Ike end i^ Ids 
iifti 

I am, Ccntlemen« 

Your faithful friend, 

Wm. CpBBETT. 

JMi^i M^ Oct^^ 1818. 



Mi9i$u tflU iy^prieior of the SiaUsmari. 
' TO TBI nrauc. 



Sstfi^lbeale&l^ no «ore.V«OTnBiAo. 
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. .Aftar baviog endeavoured lor several 
ysas» tn conduct tbe Stet if $ mm tnsudi a 
imnm^r -is to merit public aqiprobation, 

' .andt ^ :C«ery means in my. power to 

jusui^ the best interests of my country, 

itis lA bekmed thU those wbp Jiave ho- 

nouved this Journal with a pecosal, will 

.enuae my solipitiog their attention to the 

feUowii^ nariativo of my suffi^rbp, con* 

a«eted witEtwo vfTy ii^portant <£jecu hi 

:im9t tbaiof beisiganus^tti lesson to my 

iCMWitetmMaaiirii and of {irovinf to Uis 

•lla|d«ty'a Cowermncnt, and the PubUoat 

^bifm tbat I l^nre not laieritcd the weighc 

of attktioo which has pressed heavily uj^ 

^4na;|k»M th^ last .two years of my life* 
■ > ■ .t st vl ous to^meriug kit0,ai9 ft«tb^r 
dciatt, itubittjusiimtoiay, thai th^nfi- 

.^j^tooal cbuacter of sty countrymen (Jias 
•nt ibeoa, tbat of readily aympathiaing 
Witbmkfintnne, ftota wbatevt^ cause it 
'ttifht springr bow graleftd tbienmnaibc» 
Iheattfdae of thnfvitftuoasfoilangv Vhen 
applied to these who, in euppeMii« thtf 
€Mse-of the PiBQi^^ kw^ b«DMa t^jceu 
« imitleMiV rairtifmrnti mid^bai^ m 



vit, wheb brought up for judgment.—' — 
On the protess beiiig served upon me, I 
informed tbe Treasmy Solicitor^ Mr. 
LitcfaQeM, that I hud copied the article 
from the Da^^ and that if a contained ahy 
libdHous matter, I presumed the Editor 
would be made itsponsible. He replied^ 
that an information had also been filed 
?gaiQSt tbe Editor, Primer, and Publisher 
01 that Papei", and that I was left to tuke 
what course I thought proper^^-— Witb 
the advice of my friends, ancf relying 01^ 
the impartiality of my Judges', 1 entdH a 
plea of Kot btiiii^f tmder the hnptessioQ 
of npt b^eing aecounuble fe# the cbodtict 
or jwr^gs 0f otherft ; mjr hopes, boWeve^, 

4pr9ve4 faUacitHis. ^In the Interval be- 

tipreen the notice and day of pleading, I 
consisted the Gentleman unider whose di- 
rection the article was written, wholvas 
decidedly of opinion, that it would be 
better to withdraw the plea of justification 
-^and throw myself on the ieniiy of the 
Attomey.Qeneral, Jfcldhjg, that he bad 
every reaate to btfUtvei in eowe^uence of 
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Ihor^ {Mftr^ '€ou^' iteqatvootUf pfove 
tlM sdl^gadoB) or facta^ stated m tkt ad* 
vtitiflCOKiit. Ia such, a case» it appeared 
CO ne die mest prdperTiae of coiidiact to 
pursue* -would, be "to plead /fol Ottii^t 
and I IbuDd tliat die Manchester Ediion 
had dope the aanie. Previous to the dajr 
of p^ading to die iDforoaaUoB, miBJif the 
DefendaniB cofUriv«i to make liis p^aoe 
wiht the Gominiisidiiersi withdrbir lui 
plea^ and siifiered jwkineDt.to gohf 4ie» 
laulti oa a promise irom Hum thsit'^Jtbe 
prosecutioQ snoiild be d i x mn^nwd f %e 
hafviof made an. c^l^ ; 
also reoommeoded me to ptmue ^ 
course. — Not entectaiuing . the 
doubt but that I should expericno tte 
same leaity as he had himself, 1 acoavA- 
ingiy did so; 9nd eveft employed as agnt 
at Manchester to wait on Mr. Daoiitte|' 
Hulme, one of the ' G<mimUs&KiesSf wd 
present a letter from m)rtelf, ia whkh I 
offered to make a public apology for the 
offencCi and cottdtuied by throwing my- 
self on their lenity. I am indemed lo 
Mr. Hulme for having received the person 
I deputed with, the utmost politeness ; and 
he not only expressed himself perfecdy sa- 
tisfied with thesjtep Ibad.taken, but^pra- 
mised to interest himself with bis csol- 
leagues upoathe subject of my leiier, vrfao, 
he had no doubt,,HWottld aqpooe. wUk tiifli 
in putting a stop to the (^oseQudia^ agiimt 
all the parties. After several stdisequent 
interviews between Mr. ttulne -anil^ my 
agent, the resdlt wis, dial some of -die 
Commissioners rejectied my apokigj% and 
insisted that the law should take Its coune. 
In consequence of whicb, by :iA§ pimt ^ 
Jfol Guilty Juofing been wUh^tmm^. I iv 
ceived notice to appear for judgOKot^'M^ 
was senUnud lo oiu year's mprismmmi 
in His Mqfesiy's QobI of Mewgede^ iaxmh 
mence after ihe first perM had oxpu^d*- 
and, at thtf expiration thereof, to-sMic- 
curity for my good J>ehavkNir ift die saa 
of ^'1,000 for 3 years. As to ite tuo 
Manchester Editors,. Miessrs* Comdroj atfi 
Harrop, neither of them, were called upon; 
nor has any punishmont wiiatmii bem 
I^ssikI on them) akhaugh they v^ the 
Srk aggressors ! Sut^ly SHch an extmor- 
dmvy circumstance Would have .juidfiBd 
the language of complaintj, yet it h^ nefor 
escaped me; and I jiow cotucm.. myieif 
with submitting the whole of my ca^e, B«t 
only to the consideration of MifU^iersj jf^ 
to an impartial and unbis^ssed piil>Jic, — r- 
With respeet to Mr. Go(lyer, to whom 1 
am indebted for my suSerii^piooihcinli- 



liis^ infineiice with pcrioos of high rank, 
mid various other causes, that the prose- 
cntioD would never be pudied to an ex- 
tremity; and,- abeve alii <^ ^ ^^ ^ 
reason whatever to Be under any serious 
apprehoMions of tiK ulthoace coosequenoes, 
the mdce especirily as I had only espied 
the ardcle froin their Paper. Bdi^per- 
auaded due this Geatleinan was ictnated 
by the -most honourable motfiAes, I agreed 
to sufier judgment to go by debult, and 
the Printer 'and Publisher of tbe Dof, as 
well as mysdC^ were ordered to come up 
far judgment in November Term — ^wbe^i 
the sentence of the Goivt was, that we 
ehdttld be all committed to Newgate for 
twelve calendar months; and at the ex- 
piradon of that time, I should find security 
far my good behaviour in the sum of 

^l^OOO for three years. ^Tlic Editor 

ef the Day wa^ not brought up for judg- 
ment till the fDilowing Term, owing to 
the proceedings offuasi him not being in 
ao forward a state : in the mean time he 
made an affidavit, to exculpate himself and 
criminate others, who were not inclnded in 
the prosecution. The sentence upon him 
was, that ^* he should be imprisoned in the 
JUnj^s Bench for twelve calendar months." 
It is, however, a well* authenticated fact, 
that he was permitted to live in the Rutes 
•— consequendy HIS imnishment ¥ras mere- 
ly nominal. How nr-my being punished 
BO severely for merefy copying an article, 
may appear just or unjust to the Public, 
I cannot say ; but of one thing I am cer- 
tain, that when my case b laid hilly be- 
fore them, they will appreciate it with 
that humanity which distinguishes the cha- 
racter of Englishmen. When my twdve- 

.moqth expired, on the 23thk of November 
last, the measure of my troubles had agab 
to recommence — and another year was to 
be passed in bondage-r^caused by the fol- 
lowing circumstance i — r-Mr. CoUyer, a 
respectable tradesman of. M^chester, feel- 
ing himself aggrieved by the Tax Com- 
missionerB havmg obliged him to pay a 
larger sum of money than he conceived to 
be right, determined to lay his case before 
the Piiblic ; and, fpr that. purp<)«e pre- 
pared an advertisement, cxpreasiug* .||ie 
particulars of his complaint-r-which Was 
accordingly published in two Manchester 
Journals: and, at his particular requ^t, 
afterwards put into the Statesman. The 
Commissioners, m consequence of the pub- 
lication, instituted a prosecutioti ag inst 
all the Proprietors ; when one of the Man- 
chester Editors ipfonocd me thit the au- 
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je^t^dM Public %Ui hirdlf rappoM,'that 
lit wps aot proMCMMed uiitil two Terms 
had ela(Med; nor it it believed tbat'.iie 
ever wglild Jiave been molested, had not 
the. peodiar hardsb^i of m^r case excited 
the commiseratioa of Lwd folkestonei^ 
who kindly made it the subject of di^ais- 
sio» in the House of Gonmoos-^but with- 
out producii^ any efieet.^ The last sub- 
ject- u|nmi which I shall venture to trouble 
tbculteader^ relates to my al&ir with the 
Trsnspot^.Boasd, siiU undecided ; * and, 
tfaonq^Mv H is certainly not leaat, in the 
catat^gnoof my mis£munes* : It will pvor 
baUy be remembered that I appeared in 
WeMu^ster Hall on the 90th of Ajpiil 
kst» la answer the charge of an £x-officio 
ppofecution instituted against me at the 
suit: of the Hon. Gommis^ionevs for the 
Tratuport Board, for having published in 
the ^ktUsman^ a letter signed Homstms^ 
reledtng on the conduct 6i the Gommis- 
sioiiera in their treatmeat of the French 
Prisoners in this conntry. Oa that oc- 
casion. I stated to the Court,, my total ig- 
norance of the letter in question^ until it 
had absolutely appeared iu the Staiesman; 
and, requesteid thieir indulgence to allow 
me a. liule time, in order lo discover the 
Author, and bring him forward. To ef- 
fect this,. I •dispatched a messenger to a 
distant part of the country, and published 
several advertisements, offering a reward 
of <£S0 to any person who could give me 
information on the subject. All these en- 



deavours wcfc, however, misuccessful;i,ave endured, since my confinement— the 



and, in the end, I resorted to the expe- 
dient of addressing the Honourable Com- 
missioners through the medium ot the 
SUUismoiij on the 99th of May last, and 
inade a public apology, as an atonement 
for the offisnce given them by inserting the 

above. Litter. The following Affidavit 

has Ukewise heen made by the late Con- 
ductor of the StaUsman^ which fully cor- 
roboiates Iny own statemeTit : 

IN T^JL KING'S BENCH. 

Xni« V. DANIEL LOVELL. 

^ Ceoife Hoostop, of Fleet-street, Gen- 
^< tlamm, nu&eth oath and saith, that he 
** vras engaged by the above-named De- 
** fiendant, Daniel Lovell, as Editor of the 
*' SlatesmoH News-paper, in the month 
^* of May, one thousand eight bimdced and 
*' eleven,* and has had the chief manage- 
^' ment of that Paper ever smce. Aiki 
' farther saith, that all Letters and Com- 
^' munica tio ns addressed to tbe«£diton| are 



*< (^)ened by this Dmnimt. And further , 
^' saith,. t^at he, after mature delibera- 
*' tion, verily believes, that the Defen- •/ 
** dant, Qaniel Lovell, was unacquainted 
*^ with the contents of a certahs letter ad- . 
«< dressed to the Editor of the SiaUsmtm^ 
^* under the signature of < HonesiuSf' re- 
*< fleeting upon the conduct of the Hqpour- 
*^ able Commissioners of tlie Transport 
'^ Board, previous to its being published 
^* in the SiaUsmany oathe mneteenth day 
*^oi March last. . And further saith, thaSv 
^* he, this Deponent, received another 
^< letter^ dated Oakhampton, twenty-fifth 
" of March last, signed < A Friend /o 
*' fnahf in answer, to and in ^refcitation^ 
'< of the former one, signed ^ Homahts^^ 
*< which he, this Dq^onent, did not com- 
** mmiicate to« the- saidBeGtndanr, DanieL 
^ Lovdl, and conseqaentlj^ he viras wholly 
** ignorant of. the contenu thereof, untU 
^^ the fifteenth day of April last, when he, 
'^ this Deponent, infeimed the. said De- 
^^fendant, Daniel Lovell, thereof, who 
<^ directed it to be immediately inserted in.' 
^' the SiatismMi which was ao^oi'diiq^y 
<^ done the same day » 

^'^ GEORGE HOOSTON. 

^ Swomb^ the Deooneiii^' OeoMa 
<< Hboston, thii £ird day of July, 
** ISlty at ny Obambeft in S«r- 

•• J, BAnJEY." 
To enumentfe the various privations I 



decay of health— th^ immense loss of pro- 
perty-^and the inexpressible distraction of 
naind, inseparable from ' my unfortunate 
condition, would, I think, sicken the 
heart of any one posses^ of common fct\* 
ing. I mU not, therefore, enter ^tto a 
recapittdatioQ of that which relates simply 
to myself} and, in concluding this Ad- * 
dress, without entering into any disquisi- 
tion on the Liberty of the Press, I shall 
merely observe, that the foregoing sute^ 
m«nt is a ptain and uoadoDi«d record cf 
facts, and a necessary justiftcation of my»- 
self. I became the Proprietor of an inde^ 
pendent Journal from the purest motives, 
for which I have the satisfactory testiibony 
of my own conscience. And although my 
sentence has been attended with the loss 
of liberly^ proptritf, and /rwiufc, yet one 
consolation will accompany. me throng 
life^ — that of never having wantonly, or 
upon slight, grounds, injured the feelings 
or character ef any individual ; or, in a 
single instance, recanted any popidar prin- 
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cipk, br Wtrayed t&e Patiifc GmM^ ^hA 
if 4i«» bkhiitb htm u^if«trmljr my* pride 
and practice to dcffesd. '> ^ 
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.-^«— I k«ft Mbdered this faitrsss is dcteo^ 
siMe u tktfi and eiioMMtMces w^uld ^«j- 
Dfeit, anc! aAi <ki«i«iiiied to* defead it te dw 
utttbst of my^pomw. With die Hessiag 
oT God^ the enoiif nrrer shall ebbio pot- 
sesfttoa of k, hitt fiaA ^ grave bcaettfa its 
vraBs.-^-^I'Camiot coadude withoot War- 
ing testiinooy lo the cgndiiet of the EagM 
naval oficers and seaaMo, ovr brave allies : 
they havepftrfofBied the most essential ser- 
vices to his Imperial Mi^esty ia this qav 
iet. Their eottrtge- prompts i^^ to mi- 
dertake ithe tsost hazatdeus eaterpnses, 
which their skill and HMresight eoahletiiem 
to execute with success. In -every danger 
they are fertaost) and 'm every diffiodty 
capable of ttouusellittgr I have derived 
great assistance from thenni 

EigUf Sepi. t^. • VoH EssSN. 
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NORTHERN WAR 

CtSNUtfCT OF THE HuSSIANS^- 

^nci from Ihe Grajid Army. 

, [ConUnmed/rom pag4 54^m) 

ttoence* I understand it hasreoeived soane 
^jnlbrcements from MarshM Victor, who 
bos arrived with the army of reserve tmm 
the banks of the Vistula, and that it is the 
iatentien of the French Genorals to attempt 
so drive me from the positions I newr occu* 
pj. The enemy's troops kibow under mat 
privaiMns, cfwin^ la dieir diettttce from 
sfaehr magasines.: he is dclteient in tents 
#n] camp equipage, and tisr soldiers' Ta- 
CiOQS ba«e been reduced. 1 stiU coasmuni- 
cate with General Esscn^ who inferaas me 
ihatthe enemy have made no material pro- 
gress in the siece oF Riga. Marihai Map- 
donald is kept uf a^nstaut ^ute of alarm 
by the enterprises of the garrison, and tbe 
eKpeditittis undertaken a^puttU lus rear, ^ 
Wittgenstein. 

' Geo. Essen detials in his dispatch the late 
luccessfiiil sorties of the garrison, which 
have heen already published • His dispatch 
conchides thus: The l^rench have hi- 
therto confined themselves to a strict block- 
ade of this fortress ; but thou|^ their heavy 
artillery lias arrived at Mittau, they do not 
make preparations to 6>mmence the siege in 
form. At present they have actuidly ferti 



Foa THE iNtOHMATIOM OP Tttl P(7SUe» 

[jy 9r4kr tfkbUmptrioi Mafesif.'} 
It is with a heavy heart we are compell- 
ed to inform every son of the country, that 
the enemy entered Moscow on the 3d ( 1 5th} 
of Sept. The glory ofthe Russian empire, 
however, is not thereby tambbed. On the 
contrary, every individual is inspired witb 
ifreshtourage, firmness, 90ct hope, that all 
the evils medicated against us by our ene- 
mies, will eventually feH unon their own 
heads., l^he enemy has not beoocoe mirater 
of Moscow,^ by overcoming or weakeniiig 
bur forces ; the Commander in Chief, by 
the advice of a Council of War, has found 
it expedient to retireat a moment of neces- 
sity, in order by the best and mosteflfectoal 
means to turn the transient trhimph of die 
enen^ to his inevitable ruin* However 
painful it may be to Russians, Uk hear cto 
the orrginai capital of the empire ir inl^ 
hands of the enemy of their country, yet it 
fied the portions they hold as if they were is consolatdry to rd9ect that he is possessed 



afraid of being attacked ; or rather as if we 
were the besiegers and they the besieged, 
•They expect to derive fsfcilides in thrir ap- 
proaclies to diis place from the cold wea- 
ther; but as*I am informed that their troops 
•already complain of the hardships Ihey ^- 
^hire, tbey will be veiained with diffiKnilty 
io the depth of winter in so arduous a duty. 
— -^The Pmssian officers whom I have 
made prisoners tell me that they are re- 
strained from qtiilinff the service by the 
tlneats that their famu^ would be imprt- 
fioned, their pnmrty confiscated, Smd them- 
selves outlawed; Bdth o^Scers and men 
have likewise long arrears of pay, which 
•are withheld to bind them to-the service. 



mefely of bare walls, containing 
their circuit neither inhabitants 



within 

provi- 
sions. The haughty conqueror inu^paed 
that otr his-emrancQ Im^ Moscow he wedd i 
became the ai:biter 4>fithe whole Rusnan 
empire, when he might prescribe to it such 
n peace as he should thrak proper; bat he "■ 
is deceived in his expectations: be wiUi 
neither have acquired the power of dtciat- 
ing, nor thrmeaas of snbststence. The as- 
sembled and daily in cr easin g forces of the 
districts of Moscow, will not nef^ect to 
blbdr up every avenuej and to dMroy soch 
parties ia may be detadied for the purpose 
of coUectittg pttnMottS ; imdl the enein; 
sliail perceive that bis hopes of tstostshing 



Digitized by 



Google 



a«i] 



OCrOBEK SI, nif.^'^Cficitti A^i. 



r^t 



Ok world b7dkectpftareo^ifoMiWwtre 
yndn, tod fkebeeoApelledi^opeiiipas- 
aiifc for huitstIS hy Cnve.— ^Hif tiMttioft 
if M feUowarx-^^-He eaieitd Russia willl 
9(10,000 men, theprincipai part consitliiig 
of nachres ' ef dMferent kiogdotts, wtrt'mg 
and oBeTiog fata, not from fre^ will— not 
Hi die (Mence of d»ir respec^ire comtriey 
-^-but Solely from terror; TbehalFofdils 
]lmitI6rioai "army faas been destroyed, 
partly by our brare troops, partly deser- 

, tion, ind pardy by himger and sickness ; 
Vhb cbr remtiiider lie is to come to Mos- 
cow. Hir audadous irruption, not only 
imo the rery heart of Russia, but into its 
ancient capitri, wiH, without doubt, gratify 
liis ainbition, and gire him cause of boast-' 
mg ; but the character of that measure must 

be detenttittcd by its result* He has 

not entered a country wher^ every step he 
takes inspires ail with terror, and bends 
botb the troops and the faihabitanti to his 
feet. Russia is unaccustomed to subjeotloii, 
aitl Win not sufer her laws, rdiirion, free- 
dom, and property to be trampled upon : 
she will de/end them to Ae last dn>p of her 
blood.* Hitherto the geniend zeal against 
the enemy clearly evinces how powerfully 
^f ,««Mfe h guarded by Ae undaunted 
spirit Of its sons. Thus, no one despairs ; 

* £mv is this a time to despair^ wbfn every 
class df the empire is inspired with courage 
and firmness— when the enemy,, with the 
remainder of his ^fanly decreasing forces, at 
a distance from home, in the midit of a 
tiumerons peopfe, is surrounded by our ar- 
mies, one of whidi stands before him, and 
Oe other three are endeavouring to cut off 
his retreat, and to prevent him from re- 
oeivitig any fresh itinlbrcementi— when 
ftmmfrat not only thrown off his yoke, but 
also threatens to ithrade his territories— 
when the greatest part of Europe (exhaust- 
ed and enslaved by him), serving him mvo* 
inntarily, is anxiously and imftttiently 
awahidg the moment when she shalf tear 
lierself from his heavy and insupportable 
chaiiDS — ^wben his own country sde^ no end 
to the trntnti of its blood shed fir bis am^ 
bttionk-^*— In the present, dtsastrous slate 
bf human aSiirs, will not that ciiuntry ac- 
tpiire eternal fame, which, after encounter- 
ing dl' the iaevitable declarations of war, 

' «]iaM at last, by patience and intrepidity, 
i^uoeeed fan prociuring'an equiuble and per- 

' iBttnent peace, not only fer itself, but also 
frarcMlier Powers; nay, even for those who 
are unwillmgiy ^ fighting ag^t us t It is 
'gratifjhig^aKi'natnral fcr^i nnerous taatidn 
Ho render good far evil. -AinrightyOod ! 



turn thy menolfid eye to thy suppScatfng 
Rossian church* Vouchsafe courage and 
patkoce to thy people struggling in a just 
oause, so that they may thereby overcome 
the enemy; and in saving themselves, may 
sdso defend the freedom t>f Kings anid na- 
tions/ 



AMERICAN WAR* 

Hm. 9Vm* JBusUSf SeareUuy oftki Xhpmri^ 
mniff/fVar. 
JFhri Oeorge, Aug. 20, 18it. 
Sir, — Endowed' are . the article of capi* 
tulation^ by which the Fort of Detroit lam 
been siirrendered to Major-General Brock, 
comtnaodhig^ Hn Britandic Ai^jestv's forces 
in Upper Canada, and by Which tne troops 
have become prisoners of war. My situa- 
tion at present forbids me from ifctailing 
the particular causes which have led to thig 
unfortunate event. I witt, however, gate* 
rally observe, that ^6er the surrender of 
MichiHmackinac, almost every tribe and 
nation of Indians, excepting a part of the 
Mhmies and Debwares, north from beyond 
Lake Superior, west Itom beyond the Mis- 
sissippi, south from the Ohio and Wabash, 
and East frqm every part of Upper Canada, 
and frmo all ^ intermediate country, 
joined inopoi hostility, under tht British 
standard, against the army I commanded, 
contrary to riie most solemn assurances of a 
large portion of them, to 'remain neutral ; 
even the Ottawa chiefis from Arbecrotch, 
who formed, the delegation to Washington 
Che iast summer, in 'v^ose friendship I 
know you had great confidence^ are amoaK 
the hostile tribes, and several of them dis- 
tiDguished leaders. ^ Among the vast num- 
ber of chie& who led the hostile bandr, 
Tecumseh, Marpolt,' Lqgan, Walk-in-the- 
Water, Split-li^, Ice. are considered the 
principals. This numeiXNis assemblage of 
savages, tinder the entire influence and di« 
rection of the British commander, enabled 
him totallv to obstruct the only communi- 
cation wfajch'I had with my country. This 
Commonjcatiod had been opened from the 
settlements in the State of Ohio, two hun- 
dred miles through a wilderness, by the 
fatigues of the army, which I marched to 
the frontier on the river Detroit. The 
body of the lake being commanded by the 
British armed ships, and the shores and 
rivers by gun-boau, the army was totally 
deprived of all communication bj water. 
On this extensive road it depended for 
transportation of provisions, military stores, 
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mtdkim^ docholgi afid every other supply, 
on pack-horsea. All its operations were 
•ucoessful until its arrival at Detroit) and 
in a few day^ it passed into the enemy's 
country, and all opposition seemed tofaU 
l^fore it.- — -One month it remained in. 
possession of this country, and was. fed 
from iu resources. In difierent directions 
detachments penetrated sixty miles in the 
settM part of the province, and the inha- 
bitants seemed satisfied with the change of 
situation which appeared to be taking place : 
the militia from Amherstburg were daily 
deserting, and the whole country, under 
the. control of the army, was asking for 
, protection. The Indians generally, in the 
irst instance, appeared to be neutralized, 
and determined to take no part in the con- 
test. The fort of Amherstburg was eigh- 
teen: miles below my encampment. Not a 
single cannon or mortar was on wheels suit- 
able to carry before that place. I consulted 
my officers whether it was expedient to 
make an attempt on it with the bayonet 
alone, without cannon to make a break in the 
first instance. The council I called was of 
the opinion it was not. The greatest in- 
dustry was exerted in making preparation ; 
and it was not until the 7th of August that 
two %4-pounders and three howitzers were 

Jrepared. It was then my int^^on to 
ave proceeded on the enterpri3e. * While 
the operations of the army were delayed 
hy these preparations, the clouds of adver- 
sity had been for some time, and seemed 
stijl thickly to be gathering around me. 
The surrender of Michilimackinac opened 
the northern hive of Indians, and they 
were swarming down in every direction. 
Reinforcements from Niagara had arrived 
at Amherstburg, imder the command of 
Colonel Proaor. The desertion of the 
inilitia ceased. Besides the reinforcements 
that came by water, I received information 
of a very considerable force under the com- 
mand of Major Chambers, on the river Le 
French, with four field-pieces, and cdlect* 
iiig the militia on his route, evidently des- 
tined for Amherstburg ; and in addition to 
this combination and increase of force, con- 
trary to all my expectations, the Wyandots, 
Chippew.as, Ottowas, Pottawatamies, Mun- 
stts^ Delawares, &c.', with whom I had the 
most friendly intercourse, at once passed 
over to Ainherstburg, and accepted the 
tomahawk and scalping knife. There being 
now a vast number of Indians at the British 
post, they were sent to the river Huron, 
^rownstown, and Manage, to intercept my 
communication. To open this communica- 



lioQ, I detached Major Vanhome, rf the 
Ohio Vohmteert, with 200 men, to pio- 
oeed as Eur as the river Raisin, under an 
expectation he would meet Capt; Brush, 
wUh ISO men, volunteers from the state of 
Ohio, and a quantity of provisions for tfa( 
army. An ambuscsuie was femed at. 
Brownstown, and Major Vanhome's de- 
tadmioit debated, and retmrned to the 
camp without .efiecting the object of the 
expediUon. — >— In my letter of the 7th 
in^t. you have the particulars of that trans- 
action, with a return of the kitted and \ 
woundedw ' Under ^s sudden and unex- 
pected change of things, and having receiv- 
ed an exprass from General Hail, commakwd- 
ing opposite the British shore on the Nia- 
gara river, by which it appeared that there 
was no prospect of any co-operation from 
that, quarter, and the two senior offiotts of 
the artillery having stated to me an opinion 
that it would be extremely difficult, if not 
impossible, to pass the I'uckey rvver and 
river Aux Cannard with the 24-pQiiiMlefaf, 
and that they could not be transported by. 
water, as the Queen Chariotte, which car- 
ried eighteen 24-pounders, lay in the river 
Detroit, above the mouth of the river Aux 
Cannard ; and as it appeared indispensably 
necessary to open the communication on the 
river Raisin and the Miami, I found myself 
compelled to suspend theoperaticns agaiiut 
Amherstburg, and concentrate the main 
force of the army at Detroit. Fully in- 
tending at that time, after the communica- 
tion was opened, to recross the river, and 
pursue the object at Amherstburg, and 
strongly desirous of continuing protection 
to a very lai^ number of the inhabitants of 
Upper Caniula, wjio had volimtariiy ac- 
cepted it under my proclamation. I esta- 
blished a fortress on the banks of the river, 
a little below Detroit, calculated for a g;ar- 

rison of 300 men. On the evening of 

the 7th and morning of the 8th instant, the 
army, excepting the garrison of 2d0 iii£ui- 
try and a corps of artillerists, all tmder the 
commuid of. Major Denny, of the Ohio vo- 
lunteers, recrossed the river, and encamped 
at X)etroiL la pnrsOance of the object of 
opeiung^the communication, on which I 
considered the existenee ot the army de- 
pended, -a detachment of 600 men, under 
the command of Lieutenant Colonel Miller, 
was immediately ordered. For a particu- 
lar account of the proceedings of tnis de- 
tachment, and the memorable battle baA/L 
at Maguago, which reflects the highest no- 
iKMir on the American arms, I refer yon to 
my letter of the ISth of August^ a duplicate 
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oTirlkidi It enckted, aiirked G.- No- 

th^joff, however, but hoogur wm icqiiired 
by tnis VkUMjr; and, it k a jMunfol ootoi* 
deration, th4t the \AMl oT MVcnty^Eve 
gidlant men ooiild only open a conuoulilca- 
tion as £ir u the points of th^r bayonets 
tttended. The neeesiary cart of the sick 
and wounded, and a very severe storm of 
ndn, rendered their return Co caaap jndis- 
pentaUy necessary lor their own comlbrt. 
^Captain Brush, with his small d^achment, 
md the provisions, being still at the river 
Kaisio, and in a siiaation to be desttoyed 
by 4bc savages, 00 the. iftih ittSt« in «lie 
evening, I permitted Colonels M^Arthur 
and Cars to select from their regiment four 
hundred of their most eifotive men, and 
proceed in an upper route through the 
woods, which I had sent an express to 
Captain Brash to take, and had directed the 
militia of the river Raisin to accompany 
him as a reitiforceinent. The force oi the 
enemy contiimaUy inatasing, and the ne- 
cessity of i^MDing the communicatioa, and 
acting on the defensive, beccoiing aMwe 
apparent, I had, previous to detaching 
Colonels M' Arthur and Cass on the lith 
inst. evacuated and destroyed the fort on 
thp opposite bank. On the .13th» in the 
cv^nins, General Brock arrived at Amhertt- 
Img about the hour Coknels M< Arthur 
and pass mardi^, pf which at that time 
X ha4 received no infipnoation* On the 
i5th, I received a lupunons from him to 
eurmider fort Detroit, of whichthe paper 
marked A. is a copy. My answer is mark- 
.cd B« At this time I, had r^eived no in- 
formation from Coloneb M* Arthur and 
Cass*, An express was immediately sent, 
atroogly escorted, with orders for them to 
jnetura. On the 15th, as soon as General 
Brock received my letter, his batteries 
opaied on the town and fort, and continued 
until evening.. ,In the evening all the Bri- 
tish shipo^ of war came nearly as far up the 
driver as Sandwich, three miles below De- 
troit. At day-light on the 16th (at which 
time I had received no information from 
Coloneb M'Arth^r and Cass, my express- 
es seat the ^^vei^ing beibre, and in the 
nighty haviag been prevented from passing 
by ni^eroiis^ bodies of Indians), ^ the can- 
nonade recommenced, and in a short time 
I received inibrmation that .the British 
army and Indians were ianding below the 
Spring Wells,, under the cover of iheir 
. ships of war. At this time the whole ef- 
fective fpne at my disposal at Detroit did 
not exceed 800 men. Being new troops^ 
aad unaccustomed to a camp life — haymg 



performed a laborioosiaareb— 4uEvinrbeatt 
eogaged in a number of battles andskh*- 
mlshes, In which many had fallen, and 
more had received wounds ; in addition to 
which, a large number behig sick, aiHl 
unprovided with medicine, tm thecoah* 
forts necessary for their situation, ^rathe 
general causes by which the . strenfl[th of 
the army was thus reduced. The fort at 
this time was filled with women, children^ 
and the old and deiorepit people of the 
town and country : they were uosafe in the 
town, as it vras entirely open and exposed 
to the enemy's batteries. Back of the 
fert, above or bdow it, there was no 
safety lor them on account of the Indians* 
in die first instance, the enemy^s fire was 
principally directed a^uost our battepes $ 
towards the dose, it vras directed against 
the fort alone, and almost every, sh^ and 

shell had theur eSect. It n^w became 

necessary either to fight the enemv in the 
field, collect -the wbme force in the fert, 
or propose terms of capitulatjon. I could 
not have carried into the field more than 
.600 men, and left any adequate force m 
the fort. There Wjtre landed at that time 
of the enemv, a regular force of much 
more than that number, and twice the 
number of Indians. Considering .this great 
inequality of force, I did not think it exir 
pedlient to adopt the first measure. > Tl^e 
second must have been atuinled with a 
great sacrifice of blood, and no pofsiUe 
advantage; because the contest could not 
have bmi sustained mpre than a day for 
want of powder, and but a very few days 
for the want of provisioi»s. In addition v> 
this, Colonels If < Arthur and Cass would 
have been in a most hasardous situaiioo. 
I feared notbiog but the last alternative. 
I have dared to adopt it. I well know the 
high responsibility of the measure, I take 
the whole of it on myself. It was dictated 
by a sense of duty, and a full conviction of 
its expediency. The bimds of savage 
which had then joined the British force 
were numerous beyond any former exam- 
pie. Their numbers have since increased, 
and the history of (he barbarians of the 
North of Europe do<is not furnish examples 
of more greedv yiolepce than these savages 
have exhibited. A. large portion of the 
brave and gallant officers and men I com- 
manded WMild cheerfully have contested 
until the last cartridge had been expended, 
and the bayonets worn to the sockets. I 
cooU sot consent to the useless sacrificeof 
such brave, men, when I knew it was im- 
possible bii me to sustaiir my situation* It 
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lerjr. Gapt. Dyson's Mnpny was left it 
AmliMlbmi mi thft alhcrt ivt «f klMttft, 
iifiwiri ihry UMUdl to about 340. I 
e ooly.loaoliettaAiBmti§atiQ0«t dqr 
ilactf at eadr >• *»T aitoatimi and tki 
state ^ thii^ ifrtll Mkmt, aad te addtlii 
iuitlict request tbat the GoferoiMntwiU 
Dotbe mtfl^iidfiil of mj asaddateaia eapi^ 
iMtf, aad ef the &ailkt of thoae bavt 
mm wbe haft MieBt ki tte contest.-^ 
hare the botiaar to bt^^ roty Rapectfatfy^ 
yoar aoti obedient servant^ 

W. HULL, Bilg.-Cedtwl^ 
'" "Comiiiaocfiii^ tbct 'North ^WeAl* 

Army of the tmiied Slatn. '*5 

Hon. W. EiistU, Secretary of tl^t 
Oepartmfiu of War. 



was imfotOAe ia dieiiatvre of things that 
an anny co«ild have bette fnraiibed wWi 
flw necessary supplies of prof isiensi wM* 

K stores, clMtiiDg, and cotafbm fiM* the 
, on paek horses, ihrtufh a wiHer^ 
ness of 3dO miles, filM with hostile sa^ 
vagetf. It was 4iBpo«ihlfc, Sir, that this 
Ifttle amir, Worn d<Mvn by fatigue, by 
ftkldness, by wounds, * and <laath, tcMild 
have supposed itsdf; not only agaittit the 
tollceted force df ail the northern nations 
Df Indians, but igahMt the imited strength 
of Upper Canada, whose ptfpolalibn con- 
•iilts of more than twenty riffies the mut- 
ter oontafuedin the tet^iory df Michigati, 
tided 6y the principal part of the rej^ar 
Jbrces of the provitlce, and the wealth and 
ialuenoe of ' the North- West and ottier 
traidlng establishneoti among the Indians, 
>irhich Ittte in thiir employment, and 
under their entire control, diore than 9,000 

while men. Before 1 close this dis* 

patch, it is a doty I owe ixff respectable 
associates hi cemtaand, €otonelr li^Arthur, 
i^bdtey, Casa, and Ueut.-Golonel Miller, 
to estpras my obligsilions lo then*, for the 

apt and judiciona manner thiey hare 

^rmed their respective duties. If 
Jit has talten place duruut the campaign 
whifch is honourable le the artty, those 
-rfficM are entitled to a ltfr((e share of it. 
^IT the last act should ht dlS^l^pmred, na 
part^^lhe cenisuft bdoogi'to them. I 
bare Bltewise to express 'my obligation to 
'Geo. T^lor, wh<»h«s performed the doty 
of Qllairte^maste^-Geoeral, for hb greal 
^exertions, in preeoring every thing in hie 
'(department which wai possible to femidi 
larthe convenience of the army; likewise to 
Brig.-Major Jemupf for the correct' and 
punctual manner in which he ' has db- 
'chatged his dut^r; and to the army ge^ 
, nerally for didr exertion, and the ml 
they Bare manifested for the public bet* 
terest; The death of Dt. Foster soon after 
*1k aitived h Detroit, was a severe mis* 
^fortidie to the army; it waai fa i crea sed by [hij 
-the capture ef the Ghachega packet, by 
•which the medichie and hoS|^tal stores [folfowhitg night met with an Anitfieanbr^ 




Lelier from Commodore Sodgers io ttf 
Secretary of the Jfcpy^ 

ttUUdSme$fi^gahi¥i9UMlf 
MosUn^ Sett. 1, \M. 
Slr-^I had the honour yesterday of br* 
forming you of the arHvd of theiquadroiit 
and how to ttat^ the result and particufarfi 
of our cruise.— —Previous to leavinx New- 
Y6rk on the tlst of June, I beard Oat a 
British convoy had sailed from Jamaidi f<tr 
Enghtnd on or about theMth of rfMf'pre- 
cedmg month, anid te bebg hiformtd tf 
the' Mchratibn of war gainst Gtf^t M- 
tahi, I determined fo'lht event of "Com- 
modore Decann: jainm; me vrith the llnhnd 
States; Congress, and Argns, v yon had 
directed, to go m pursuit of dknr.— •^ 
The VnitedSutes, Congiess, and Algol, 
did Join me on theSfst, withwhkhvcl- 
sels, thissh^ and the Hornet, laeMtl- 
tngly sailed in less than an hbur ifterl 
received your orders of the 18th of June, 
accompanied by your oflfeial' ootntnuadtA* 
tion of the declaratioil of* vrar.-^-^-Ob 
leaving New York I shaped out' eooM 
south-easterly, in th6 expadaftioor of M- 
kn% Inwtthiressclaby wychlshouldhiir 
oTtiie before-mentioned convoy, and As 



were' loit. Hevraa commencmg the best 
' aitangements In the « d^iartment of which 



be wastheprmcipal^i with the Very small bnt the Mkt fllmmmif vraa taken ona-bf Is 

means he poteeased. I was likewise de- course by the pursuh of n British friglie 

nrived of the necessary services of Capt. that I shice find was die Mrtdera, rdati^ 

Faftrid|e by sickness, the dnly officerof the to which I htg ieave to refor yon to Ae 

corps of engtneers attached to the army, enclosed extrad of my ioomal ; aftd- re* 

All the officen and men are gone to their pairing as fair as possible the hnmf deile 

respective homes, ekc^hig the 4th United by the Bdvldera to our spare and Hg^ii^ 

fihat^* i^meni and a small part of di^ vte i^in crowded ill tall, ud resunsfi 
ist, and Capt< Dyaon'a coadpany of artU-j {our course hi punak ef the coanroy, bet 
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aoi rtccjiiPi iunkcr imtUSflenoi 
the 99th ^ Juoe^ on the i» 
aige lif the Bank of Mew tMukUiMit ' whm 
wc spoke am Anerkao schooner, the mas* 
tep^ ^. ifrhich repmed, that he had iwo 
diys b«bre paseed thcoi in bt. 43. kog. 
M» eUerisff to iht eastward: I was sur- 
Pvieod to Sod that the contioyt was still «» 
fiur t9 the eastward of us, bwt wasivrged^ 
lumever,. as wcU by what 1 considered wtf 
^^;jfm' ^ by indbatioo .to coaliiiiie the 
pumMl^^-— On the 1st July, a littk to 
the eastward of MewfiMmdlaiKl bank, we 
§M in with qoaoticiea of cooea^ant shells, 
qraagps-peels, tec., which indicated that the 
coavogr were not far distant, amd.we pur* 
sued it with, zeal, althongh frequently 
taken out of our course by vessels it was 
Qocaesary to chase, without gaininc any 
fiifftbiy hitelligtnce ufitil the &th July, in 
lat. .46. 30. long. .93. we captured the 
Brittsb priioite armed hrii: Dolphin, of 
^^mtj:, and was intonned by sooaeofher 
q»w that they had sean the convoy, the 
fecnediQg evening,- the weather was not 
ckar at the timcy hut that diey had oonnt^ 
td 86 sail, and that4he Utct charge^ with 
its protectkm. consisted of onetw^ecker, 
a 6r^pte^ a sloop, of ivar, and a bfig*-*^-*** 
71ys:wao the hkit inteltigeaoel received of 
the faefafe-aenUMed eonvoy, aithou^ it^ 
>yiriiit.jras continued Antil 4he IMi of 
JiUyv being then within. 18 or \90 hoors 
.eail nf the British Ghannek-^-^^Proai.this 
we ateeied fee the Island of lladdra, 
pissed doee by il on the %lst Julys thence 
BeoTirahe Asoies, and ..saw Goren and 
Bkros; thenee steered Ant the Banks of 
NewCdundhnd; and ben the latter pbee 
^by the waynf Gape SAle) lo this post, ' It 
lunriiig beoome indiiq»ensably necessary^ by 
Jihe time we Macbed our own ceast^ es 
.snake tbetot convenient post in the United 
States, owiiig^ I -dm sonry to say, tts that 
wretched disease the scurvy having, made 
iis appeasaooe on board of the vesssls,^ nMst 
J Pf rnti y ^ ^^ degree sofieusly iitaieaing* 
,T«ir-«*fseni the western pait of thol^anks of 
XawfiMndlandtoonrniai^the Mandof 
Mnriepre, the weather was such, at least sis 
days out of seven, as toobsonre, froin4Mr 
discvvenr, every i^eet th«t wedid nor pass 
-within ionr er« five miles ^, and -indeed 
ise seeeiel. days- together the fog wis so 
|MQk'asioMfent^oar seeing each ochsr, 
eeen^et cablets? l e ngth asunder, asore than 
twiee or^thrice ki^the 84 hettn.«^--^Freia 
^ Um of onr leaving the United States 
" enr awtwA hevev we ehas^ every 
wesaur, andfouwiUnetbealittle 



asienishiyt when I inEsia^ ym thai, al* 
tfaoi^ we bfoegfn to entry tUng we did 
chase,, with the e](«eption:pf four vessel^ 
we only made seven captmres and one fe«. 
captore«r---^It is . truly an unplfasatu task 
to. be obiigM te make, a ooopnm^icatisii 
thus baicen of benefit te enr eomory ; ihi 
only eonsoiation I individiially fcel en tbi 
occasion being derived firom knowiiv w>^ 
our being at sea obliged the enemy tp eon* 
centnte e considerable portion of his most 
active Cmtgc, and thereby prevented hie 
capturing an incalculabk amoimt of Atte^ 
Hem property that would otheorise have 
bllen a sacrifice. ^-—*l am aware.of the 
anxitty .you must have experienced at not 
bearing from me for such a ieugth of tinuv 
but th& I am sure you will not attribute in 
any dq^ree to neglect, when I inform ygn^ 
that not a single. projper. opportunity oo* 
curred from the time.oi leaving the United 
States until our return. — r-Mrt Newcdmh^ 
who will deliver yon this, you will find 
an ituelligient young oaan, capable of giv^ 
ing such fiuther infiDurmatioa atf yoli ma|i 
deem of any moment. Hci will at tM 
sanie tune deliver yon a chart, shewingthe 
tract in which we cnnied: annex^ je n 
list of vess^ captured, ne^capturedl and 

burnt. fThs 'Mur vessela^e i&asell aikd 

didnoiCQaseupsrith^ weire the Bdvidera^ 
a small pilot-boat schooner, supposed .te 
be an American privateer* the homaphro* 
dite brig privateer Yankee, which we bst 
sttbt of u^.a fog, but whose character we 
afterwards learnt, and a frigate sup^posed 
to be British, tfant we chased on the 28th 
ult. near the shoal of George's Bank, And 
thould certainly have com^ up with, bed 
fwe have had the advantage of two honts 
more •day*li|^t«-«--r-Oin board-iof the .se- 
yeral vessels o£ the aquadron there are be; 
tWeen>80 and 100 prisoners,. taken frosn 
the vessels we captured during . our late 
cniiset the geveramedt not -bving any 
agent for prisoners here, I shall send them 
to Gommodore Beinbridge, to be dispoaed 
of in such niannevasbest appears widi the 
hMeiestof the United States, andwhidil 
h^ may nieet yaoi a^[)probatioau— ^With 
the gmatmt respett, I have the honour te 
be, SIri yotir oiitdient servant, . 

John RodjgicilL * 

ihi of ruM^ ttfUiTidf r^^m^kni, end 

Jttly f . Brig Traveller '«^ tons, J. 
Amery, master^ of WewcasUe, m. it 
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inai^ bbund btm die Bay of Fimdy, own- 
a by Geo. Watson, Mat. Dunn, Ge».- 
Dwn, luid John StQger, caifo of timber, 
-^bumt. 

Jttly 4. Brig Duchess of Portland, 
MS, 11 men, of Newcastle, £. bound to 
iFewcanle, N. S. in ballast--4>uml. 

July 9. Brig Ddphiu) 241 tons, 19 
gnns, and 95 men, Philip Gabbott, of 
Jersey, Eng. bound from Jersey to New- 
taodland, in ballast and .some cargo, 
dwned by Winter and Nieo U sent into 
tfat' United States. 

July S4. Ship John, of Lancaster, l€ 
gulls and 30 men, bound from London to 
Martinique, in ballast— sent into tlie Unit- 
ed States. 

Aug. 9, Brig Aigoy 105 tons, 10 
gons Sad 10 men, W. Middletop, master, 
of London, Uden with couon, fustic, and 
about 8,000 dollars in gold^-ordered for 
the United States. 

Aug. 17. Schooner AdelinOi of Lon* 
don, 10 men, bound from Hayti to Lon- 
don, laden with coKe— ordered lor the 
United Sutes. 

Aug. S5. Schooner Betsey, of Mar- 
bldiCM, from Naples, laden with brandy, 
le-captured from the Guerrietx, who had 
ordeMd her for Hali&x-— 4 men and a 
midsbipman (prise-master)— <N:dered her 
for the Uaiiea States. 

. JOHN RODCERS. 



JExiiracl from the Journal of Commodore 
Rodgers. 

Afier describuig the first inefifectual at- 
tempts of the FreniaU upon the Belvidere^ 
the American Commander thus! proceeds: 
— ^I now endeavoured, by. altering course 
half a point to port, and wetting our sails, 
to sain a more efiectual position. on his 
starboard quarter, but soon found myself 
losing ground. After this a similar! at- 
tempt was made at his larboard quarter, 
but without any better success, as the wind 
at this time being very light, and both 
ships sailing ao nearly alike, that by mak- 
ing an angle of only half a point from the 
course she steered, toabledf him to aug- 
ment his distance. . No hq>e wan now left 
of Jiriaiciiig him to close action, except that 
derived from being to windward, and the 
expectation the, breeze might' favour j^s 
first : I accordingly^ gave orders ~to steer 
ilirec^y after him*, and. tp Jeeop pur bow 
chase guns* playing on his spars anid rig- 
ging, imtil oor proadside would more 
^Bc^u^lly JWffhrHm*^ Al five, . imikg 



from the advanti^gt his stism mm gave 
him, that he had done considerable iqjttry 
to our sails and rigging, and being withiii 
point blank shot, I gave orders to put the 
helm to starboardf and fire our num dedr 
gims ; this broadside did some further dt-- 
mage to his rigging, and I could perceive 
that his fore-top-sail yaikd was vroundodi 
but the sea was so very smooth, and^ 
wind so lights that the injury d<iiM wa*^ 
,net sueh as materially to affect Us saiUng^^ 
Alter this broadside our course wao in*! 
stantly renewed in his wake (under i gaU«» 
ing fire from his stem-chase guns, ^irertsd- 
at our sjrars and riggingj, and ooDtimMd 
until half-past six; at. which time, htiog, 
within reach of his grape, and findllng our 
sails, rifging, and jeveral •spars, -pvti-- 
cularly t& main-yard,, which bad little 
left to support it excq>t the lifu and braces, 
very much disabled^ I again gave orden to 
hill across his stem, and gave Urn a couple 
of broadsides.*— ^The enemy at this time 
finding himself so hardly preMed, and 
seeing while in the act of firing cur head 
sails to left, and supposing th^ the ship 
had in a measure losi t^ efiect of her 
helm, he cave a broad yiw, with the in-'^ 
tention of bringing* his broadside ta bear ; 
finding the PrtsUmi answered hefasi' loo 
quidc for hispurpose, he imnrdiateiy ae- 
assumed his coanei and precipitately fired 
his 4 after main* deck guns oo the starboari 
side, althou^ they aid not bear upta uf 
at the time by 25 to .80 dqpes, and he 
now commenced lightening .his ship by 
throwing overboard all his b<ats, waste 
anchorst <Igc. .Itc., and by this means was 
enabled by a quarter betmaeven to gst^so 
fkr, a-head as to prevent our bow ch^so 
guns doing execution, and I now perceived 
with more mortification than words can 
exjpress, that there wasUltk or no chance 
left oCgettioff within gmirshoi of the tamPf 
again. Untkr every disadvantage oC,4ia' 
abled spars, sails and ngging, I bu. w wuf 
pentinued the chase with all the sail jm. 
could set| till at half-past deven p. 'm^ . 
whenpereeiyi^ghehadgaiated upwardaeC 
ihree miles, and not the slii^uest.pmqiect 
leg of coming up with him, I gave up the 
pursuit, and; made. the signal to the other 
shiiM aa they came: up to 4o the aaitie.«-r-* 
During the first of the ch»K, . wUIr the 
)(Ceeee was frcMi andsaiUiigb]rtiiei.wiiid« 
I thought the whole of the aquaoma gained 
upon the epemi^ It was aoonidiscovecaUe, 
hovrever, the^ advantage be^acquiced liy 
sailiog largo, and this X cowoeive.be m^ist 
bav^ derived ia so great a c^^i^cec by 4tvt* 
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ipg his water, as I could perceWe upwards 
of an hour before we came withm gun- 
shot, water runnuig out of his scuppers'. 
.'-^— While in chase, it vrsA difficult to 
determine whether our own situation or 
diat of the other vesseb of the squadron 
was the most unpleasant* The superior 
jaating of the Fresideni wa not such :( off 
the wind) as to enable us to get upon the 
broadside of the enemy; the situation of 
iIm others was not less irkson^, as not 
cAren the headmost, whid^; was.th^ Cam* 
p^i was able it any tiipe to get; within 
Itm than two gim-shots distant, and even 
at that but for a venr little time.-^^ — In 
.endtiaYouriQg to get aloi^ side of the ene- 
lAf, 1(1 persons were killed and wounded 
hf the bursting of our own gun. 



fw€nij^'sec0nd Bulletin of the French Grand 
Army. Moscow^ Sept. %?• 
Hie Gonsul-General Lessips has been 
appointed Intendant of- the Province of 
McMcow. Uejbas organized a Municipality 
and several Commissions, all composed oi 

inhabitants of the country. ^The fires 

have entirely ceased. We every day db- 
cover magazines of sugar^ furs, clothes, 
itc. The enemy's army appears t^ retire 
npoiii Kalouga uidTouiat. Tbula contains 
the^eatest manufactory of arms which 
the0B is in Russia. Our advanced guard 
is upon the Pakra.— ^ — The Emperor is 
lodged lathe Imjperial Palace of the Krem- 
lin. We have found in the Kremlin seve- 
ral of the ornaments used at the Coronation 
of the Emperors, -and all the flags taken 
from the Turks for upwards of one hundred 
years. The weather is nearly the same as 
at the end of October at Paris. It rains a 
i little, and we have had some white frosts. 

^We are assured that the Moskwa, 

and the rivers of the country, do not freeze 
befoBt the middle of November. The 
greater part of the army is camoned at 
Moscow, where it rests from its fatigues. 



7'he JjiU§wing Buflelin was.tfHfhiOrsddjf 
issued ^ Government : — 

Fifreign QgUe^ Oct. 33, 1813. 

PispaAchis were this morning received 
from General Viscount Cathcart, K» T. 
dated St. Petenbuigh, Oct. 3, con- 
taiaiog the following particulars : — 
Reports have been received* irom the 

army to the North of Mdscow^ up to the 

28th 4ilt. indttsive, by which it iqppears 



that the ii^dvanced posts of that army pa- 
trol daily^ to within a few wersts of klos«' 
cow, on all the roads leading to the north* 
em, eastern, or western direction, and 
that French parties have not ventured far 
on anv of them— -whenever such parties 
have oeen met, they have been driven ia^ 
or cut t* pieces. 

The\main army, under Prince Kutosodr,, 
occupies a strong position to theSoi^tl^of 
Moscow, at the distance of litde more, 
than 20 wersts. It commands all thet 
roads leading in a southern direction; and 
communicatee with the patrols of the 
northern corps, in the eastern and westiim 
roads. Several French detachments, and^ 
convoys of ordnance and ordnance stores 
have been taken on the SmolensSko road, 
and detachments from the main army havo 
been successful on other quarters, particu- 
lars of which are not yet received. 

A powerful Russian force is assembling 
to the westward, of which the Moldaviaia 
army forms a part. Count Witt|^tinn 
has had several brilliant affairs with the 
enemy on the Dwina, and a corps from 
Riga took possession of Mittau on Mie 30tb 
of September— the enemy every where ror 
tiring before it. 

Several supplks^ intended for the FreDcli 
army, have bttn taken in that quarteir* 
The French have burnt the greater part of 
Moscow, which thejr found stript, and 
evacuated by most ot its inhabitants — the 
Steward of the Foundliug Hospital being 
the most, eminent public functionary they 
found in the city. 

The armv is reinforced, and the zeal oC 
all ranks of the people continues to be ma« 
nifested by contributions and personal vo- 
lunury service. 

The Chiefof the Staff, BarmDeWint- 
zingerode. reports, under date of the 25th 
of ^ptember, as follows : 

Upon the roads of St. Petersbui^, of 
Dmetriefsk, of Jaroslaft, and of Wol(Mimir, 
all is well; and the enemy has made no 
movement in advance. \ JMy vanguard to- 
wards Moscow remains as in my last ro» 
•'^ort; and Colonel jalowaisky who. com^ 
tnands it, has rafted to me, th^t the Sol* 
nik Pschenitchmkoff, who had advanced 
from Tchenoy Jam towards Moscow, mot 
with the enemy near the village of Nikols, 
and having charged his advanced guard 
made thirty prisoners. At Nikols there 
are only some jcavalry of the enemy, thfi 
patrol of his idfantiy having retired to 
Moscow. 

ftob^coniinued^J 
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'As Uiusirtded m the ftdsficution mi BmiMhmeni wf 
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At toy conmrymeo md tbit fne 
ivorM anay not be eeeeivedL damd, and cheated 

yft 41i& iiilteot^ I, vaUjJbi GOBBIE^TT. 
Bodey. io Haapihurey pot %<mi* n mm p i 
tbe Bfihikt fteta: to ,fnt; That, ^ the Hth 
Jime, Id09, the nllowiiig artkle wai pob- 
IWied iii a LftnAoii n ei w ^ pi p e r, ciUed the 

Coimiftit*. ^ The Motiiiy amettgvt "the lO- 

« CiUUmUTU>. nfliith tvQiM fm at BtyrHW 
^fmimmtOi aappmMA ea WejiKMhS «y tte 
t'^iT&ral ^ four sqiiiidro» of tte OERmAN 
«* LEOldN CAVAlitY freni Bmy. ttnder the 
*< t oKl ua iid of O ^ tw i nd Amkhttd. rive of IMs 
« riDsMksrt were tiM br n Geiurt-mfftiaiy ml 
<« aMtaMirf <9 meaet SOe teaftai Mefc, Mrt of wfaloh 
*^ p^lBvhiDeiit they reeeiTed on w ^dnesday^ and 
«< a pai^ was remitted. A^ffftgefarikiirfaia^ 
« Mffci wai *e gfoMid ef the c iem |M afa i t that ez- 
<<eilad thk anittnoiit ^^ whiduoecMioMd 
« tbe vMoto Murroand tbeiroffipeii, aid iamand 
^wfait tBey deemedJthtir asrean. Tbe Ufat 
^ diYitbn oif ehe OenmmLegioii baited yettefday 
''mt Neimarket oil thciir rttara to Wnj.'^'r^ 
«lMt> VI Ibelst Jaly, 1809, I pnblUied, ia«e 
iNilieal iUg^Mer, an article cem^iin^ fn tbe 
strmgat tenii9, these proeeedipp; tha^ for so 
dobgy'tbe Attorney Qe&eralproMdited^ as sedi- 
tkMn fibeBdrs, and by Ex-Officio lofomiaiiott, 
at, «ad adio tty prhrter, By.pubbshor^ aod one 
ef the principal retaikfsof thoPililieal Recteer: 
Ihtt I waa broofbt to tHal 
1«10, and was, by a Specbit 
1iy^mimitof4ai 
«M Ofow* Oftea,? i 
9aihoftlieaaiiieaii»»t^ iiri|iofiapei|edla«to 
JtaO tor Biy appeannee to recclM Jai lg iB — t ; 
and that, as I came vp ftom BoHey (to wUcb 
f»kce I Iwd returned to my fiun^y and a|y ftnn 
Oil tbe evetthig of tbe V^\ « T^ilatf wettt 
down from Loodos bi order, tb seise mB» par- 
mMnllr> that, onAe9thrfJa^y.,mj(i, I, togo- 
tbtf wftb my prbler. pobfiaho^ and llie aews- 
ttaa. were woafjbt mto tbe Ckwrt qf KbHfs 
S^DCb to mciive j aimn aa t^ fbal the Ihf^ 
Ibrmer were aanleiiced to be impriieuat fir 
MM mMt^ Uiifae King's Bench frisodi -tint I 
was JiinteBced to be iraprisoped tor t^ yeaiB \n 
l^ewgat^ the great lepeptede for mdMietors 
and &e front oni^iUh fe ibe scene of ttomeioM 
ilMngln biib(tf eooneof eTefyy«ar;lbattbe 
jivt ortbefiiMmbi wbicb I waaaentenoed In be 
confined is sometnnet inhabited by ^nsi that 
Ihlons Were actnatty kharthetbne I etttered' 
It ; that one auin was taken oot df it to be frans^ 
-Mrledrbinbant 4ft bonnalUr I waspnt btfn the. 
.tmm^fmAm\tkUmi aiid fbat it Is the^laee^ 
cmifaMment m menjpdity of mmalainrcrinieB» 
of whom there are fSar bi it at thii Ifane ; that, 
bdldes this bnpfeisoBmeiit, I was sentenced t^ 
faf W tbonsand jpoands TO TRB KWa and to 
;gif« Mc«n^y fir my ge^ behavionr firsefon 
yean, wieff bi tl^ sufi of 3>000 pennds^ and 



a on the iMh Jane^ 
at Jkiy, that is to say. 
afifby the Master 0? 



WILLIAM COBBEIT. ' 

two safeties in flie sam of 1,006 pevadeeaebi 
Ibatlbe whole of (hb sentence has been eiMlOet 
apon moy 'tiiat I tiere been imprisoned tbe4#b 
tear^ have paid tboHbannnd ponnpls. TO THB 
Xfif G, aad'bm gbrn the b^ 
aad Peter waiber, Esqrs^ iieifig m^ sm^^jaas^ 
that the AttoriM;^ OeaRnd W0 Sir lleBrOMii 
' Jad gea^e sat at thfe imkUnrHV ' 



tbe/btfors wrefa^ nprnMl 



Road, Jolm Datls iifSontbablptett 'Place, j 
Ellisiif ToMeidaanCoBit'nbad, Jeha r 
of Bayiwatar, Tbonms Manbna of I 
Robert fifadKsote V Higb Street Maspl 
Joba Bted of York Place MaryleiKNie^ ' 
Bagster of Cborcb TeiYaoi Padctaa, * 
Taylor of Red UpoSfnare, DavUiDeaBeof St. 
John Street, wiUiam Pmer of Upper fllneC 
bliagton, Heniy Fina of PaM Bfsli; tbal fin 
Pibae ftlbibteii doriflg tbe fbne were Ipenc^ 
Pereewi^ antii he was imot by JohaltfMingbsm» 
andaflteff that Robert B.Jeidan8on,£sil of lA. 
▼erpool; that tlM prosecotion and ferteace took 
plaoe bi ihe reign of Kbig Oeotge -Oe tbiid^aiii 
tbnt»- be baibig beaoam Taisns dariag my ImpA 
tbe^ 1/IOQ poands was pdU Io his sa«. 




hfi, 

nmagr ofj{l«a asaaartpf dopn- 
M or Cms; thaL at tbe ex|>tfa^ 
^on of my unprisonnMoL da the9«b of Ja^, m^V 
agMitdbH*was gwA bi Landanfertimp^w 
puBO'Off foceivnig aM| aiwaaeaaamor apawnwajpi 
dOO pamana mere Mesemtk add ' 



Jhancii Bardett nianM 
parties werebeld on tiie 



<MmrtdaeesbiE0|basd; thaLimmy^whyi 
IwasiaeeivedatAlton^ tbeM(tow»ifel 
abba, widiiba liagjUm eC tba Cbanblalb;, lii 
aie^ectabla jpoaipmr amt me and gave aie 




a r ei pcctaMa jpoaippiiQr amt me 

dbmer at Wbicbester; that I ii 

more than tbe dbtarn^ df a aUle bite Bod^ bj 

tbe people; thal» apoaaiyahifidfaitbeaifagr^ 

I fimsd aii tbe poepia asaemblad to^raedwa nwi 

tballaanefaMtedtbf 4iiy by eacpbdiday t o Jwas 

tlie caase of n^ ini|Mnbnaient, umI \ff gpias 



tbismielear notkms j^anei^tbia tbe^la^^dr 
Iiocal MidliamfiiiidfHy, andiespecaaf w eaa* 
lloymmt of Ciiminr T>x>op<; nad» fim^-, !fh' ' 



IB aiamtbmifiQMBp^iaMiaQ fir m^kpoapa^al 
mya rfuia y , I jun i n^erfict ImaittL and ^^i^tb, 
'aan^ tboaab E-amst, ibi tbemDKe'a^.,jia vH^m^ 



fiel 4|e dimfnation thatdmi been 
property (tliUking it ri||aui.me to 
oier of a snbsiaipnoo), I have the oAmalMSon to 
leegpcarbigap three aonst appn wbosettattB, I 
trnst, all these &ctaaWb«eagnv 



^GOBBSTT. 



Ptoblbbed by ». BAGSHAW, Biydges^tfeet, CoventGaiden, 

' ■ ' ■ ' i [ i ■ 
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3^ wbtd)' MeMs^HM^Sfaaar, Grtevef , Can- 
uti^ QjMflf gnei and TllrMtoir Vi^ere candi- 
dates, and wJiich hata ended in the choosing 

give» me to the ns&iig and* pobJ^Hfaiv ^ 
sktmt jfieecbea of Jdr; GaiiniDgyvrhfch Mrif 
attfaitlpii.'— «-4-These. .sp^ches haVe buh' 
vrade at dkiaera ^eii to htm b^ itie cor 
mpt crew.tkroQgfa wbo^ iafiuence he iiar 
t>^ rietaroed s and, it iis wortlir of remark, 
that lie bail shofm a gk^ter fondness for 
spceeh^imiiiiig> aa Tafra^ tbant way of 
tbosci wiwiii far and* bis associates' hlive 
beretbfeire. reproached hnr silcha pract^. 

1 bav» nW befdre irie his speeches 

made at thcdiaacr of the ^th of (ktolier, 
som^ paitv oUvghitd^ are well ^aleiilat^tty 
caH forthr tUe. hdigi^ittondF etrerf toan irhd' 
has lefrin Mor any ^gaitf* Ibr the hooMir 
2ni bappniess of die countr]^.-- — At^ Was 
wdl a^n, ^at his treaten consisCBd i;nn* 
cipidlf of tfaase tben,> mho have- tSiriVeii, 
and who sdll thrive, npon fHH.WAIl; 
zai, tli^i^foit, hit tod: the <^portunityndr 
idf to^ju^ffaa finr as h« was ablej the 
coiHiiiiiaiioe of tiie war,- bat also tonrjppiaod 
the mcaBures which first prtfducedit,^ and 
which had priolonged it.' — ^In doing this, 
he put fprward a^sertioDs' aod arguttentSf' 
vHiicfa^i though perCeetlf congtniHl wltb tM 
taste^ soft interests of his "he^rrers, dionod 

opr seriods reprobatioo. *♦ Gofiolteerce,'* 

lie said, '^ and peape were tidted togethev; 
*^ Asd^it had been endeavdnred to be insl- 
M Duated by his opponents, that thvf alone 
^^emM &e the faithful gnardSass of iheir 
« imerestSk He admiiM this as a general 
**. princ^»le# iiofcr^ of peace ! who werf 
*^ not lorerft of peacff? |ft the abstrao^ 
•• who wens ^itri^5 o/warj of^oirtiiM, or of 
**^ p9sUienc€r Those who pablished these 
<% proposition* knswthey wer^ deceiving' 
<Mhe audience they addrwed.* They knew 
»« that the qiiesfiekis of^peaceand'war were 
<• aii|Mt8t the niost diflioult ipiefetimis that 
«v liMgusation could c^celve, or hiiman 
<< ^g^iihtt.oould be called upon to dlientan- 
* ^ gle. irhose were not pimple propositions 



-"-^ ^—^ ^ ' ^ • [57^ 

" tf elciAentaff ti*urii. No, <hey i^tite 
*' alwiays interwoven whh coHsidetittiff^ 
<*^^tai±^rcumsianc€3 which tbe^ Wtli knew' 
/^ would perplet the discussion of th^se 
** subjects with difficulties whenevei" i^f 
^ were propokd ; but tbes^ they kept mv 
/' of sight whenr they wished t6 maJte ai^ 
^' impeisioH to poplilar fcelh^: Thts^ 
** mta talk of peace in a stare of the' worl# 
^^ in which all diese tierwhich Coi«p6se the* 
'^' demfencsol sbciety were weakened, al^' 
<^* tiSBst rent ahmder,* bf th^ iteolatin^ 
** prindpleir of our eneuy^ They talk <# 
'<^ peace-, sold of themseWe as the loveri^ 
^^ a»d advocates of peace, as absikrdly as It 
*^ an infaaUtam <if a West Indi^ island;^ 
^\ ahiidst earthqnakes'and vt>lcahoes, shottl<f 
^^ talk of physical order add- p^pendk(dar 
" pcMtion. Whb does not love light bet- 
** »if than durkness ? Biit vrhcp ihe sttirm^ 
^* fitf abfokd for purposes kiscrutcdbte t^ us* 
" inr the nibral as mihe physical wbrld^* 
** when PHOVIDENCEhas Ut lopse apofi] 
'< m$'Uhis scourge 6f maHkkidf to talk o^ 
/' hfving pc«ee in the abstrate Wmfld'bea' 
'^ I'eflectioti'upon the undemanding of ihos^ 
<^ doen, if it did not caH in question th^ 
' < heart. Absurd as the ddCtrlne was when' 
<^ applied to out- state atid' the state of the' 
*• W0rl<r in general, with what aggravaittl* , 
'* absordity did it present' itself to onr view- 
" in' 1 gteai Commercial town. Peace — ' 
" WITH WHOM ? With that j»>^*end p/ 
^* peace^ with him who^ hsi fostet^d ihf 
^< commercial intercburse of mankiiid,' afid^ 
*' with him who had told them pablld)^' 
'< that it is his objeict to destroy that which' 
^^ was the foundation of their greatness r" 
" that'wbich is the glory of their state'/* 

^Itis is tio more than a repetition oP 

the old, the vile, the hypocritical cant, witfa 
which this long and bloody war was i>egiBi' 
and cominaed Tor the first ten years. LeT* 
us, however, esamiDe it a little, and $^ 
whether it ooglit' to form any excuse for 
those who have been guilty of the shames 
fulaetof electing its frothy and impudent- 
author.— -He'asks, who is^ a lover of war 
in'thc^o^sfrdc/,- Who is a lover of >5i»ime 
«« or of/#5/«7€n^«?"— Nobody, to t>e sure, 
Nobody Joves war merely for war^^ -saie, 
T • 
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nerdy because it produces misery to the 

nations who carry it on ; but| there are, as 
Mr. GanniBg well kn^ws, thousands and 
thousands, who are lovers of what thev 
gain bjf war^ and of these many thousands 

four hundred are said to have been before 
his eyes at the moment he was speaking. 
No, they do not love war merely for the 
sake of war; of famine i zndofteslilence; 
they, on the contrary, love it for the sake 
•f its profits to them; for the sake of the 
fine houses, and carriages, and horses, and 
footmen that it gives them. They know, 
indeed, that it impoverishes others, that it 
creates paupers and misery amount the 
commumty at large ; that jt sheds rivers ^f 
blood, and produces an enormous mass of 
human v^oes; they know that it causes 
scenes like those at Walcheren and at Mos- 
cow ; but, they do not love war for the 
8a(ke 6( these things; they love war for the 
sake of the profits arising to them out of 
contracts, oommissaryshlps,paymaster8hips> 
transport hire, per-ceiUage on taxes, staff 
appointments, and the like; they love war 
for the sake of the larve sums it causes to 
be raised in taxes, ana of which sums they 
have a great deal mote than the soldiers 
and sailors ; this is what they love war fop-; 
and, if they could have the monev without 
tiie misery and the bloodshed and the fire 
and the sacking, they would, I dare say, 
preterit; hjut, a^this caun^ be; a^they 
could not get at the public money without 
the 'Channel of war, they love war, and 
with aU its miseries to others, they preGer 

it to peace. ^Tbese are the reasons for 

their neing lovers of war. They do not 
love war in the al^slracl^ but for the ^* or- 
^ cumsiances and consideralions** with 
which war is interwoven. . If any one 
wishes to be satisfied of this, let him take 
bis pen and divide the forty millions a 3Pear 
which the war costs into two parts; let 
bim put by itself all the money which is 
paid t0 ihe soldiers and sailors; then he 
will see wbat^'emains to be paid away to 
contractors andothers who gain by the w^; 
and, wheu he has this view of the <^ cir- 
** cumsiances and considerations* ' before 
him, he will cease to wonder at Mr. Can- 
ning (one of tlie prmcipal supporters of the 

war} being feasted by 400 persons. 

So much for the flimsy observation about 
the loving of war in the abstract, which has 
no more sense in it than^ere would be in 
Baying, that a dealer in seats does not love 
bribery and corruption in the abstract ; «r, 
that the murderer of the Marrs and Wil- 

« liamsoos did not love blood in the abstract. 



If the villain, who murdered the Marrs and 
Williamsons, and the more cowardly vil* 
lain, who has assisted to flibi^lerhi»-0iim* 
try by trafficking in seats, or Vjus^ii^ 
such traflidc, could h^rr f?t ^hrr moacy 
which was the obiect of their deeds wiOioiir' 
the blood or the bribery, there is no do^- 
that they would have preferred it; but, 
they must have the money, and notbtiK 
able to Come at it without the bribeiy sm 
the blood, they resorted to theoi, .without 
loving them in the abstract ^josj mart thao 
Mr. Canning's be^r« love wu in the ah- 

Kact. ^I d^ say,, that it w not an c^ 

sirad lovethat Mr. Canning and his Moihep 



and Sisters have to their sinecures and^cn* 
sions. They do not, I'll ei^i^, liheym 



so well as they would like estaties ja 
and land : it is the << eircumskmees aoA 
^* considerations ;" that is t^-siy^ ihr 
money which is attached to thota '^Rais 
which makes them love the gnmtsi and, aa 
long as war is profitable to so many thoQ« 
sands and hundreds of thousands of per- 
sons ; as long as there are so many t» gain, 
by the. war, so long the supqporlers of war 
will have friends and abettors. Hiis is the 
character in which Mr^Canamg was sup- 
ported at Liverpool ; be was., voted* lor as 
an advocate for war and for a corrupt iafln^ 
ehce m parliament ; and ho well knew, that, 
at the very moment tha^ his speech was ap< 
pla^ded^ he was.vievsHl jwith contftinpt. 
The contempt was, indeed, mutual : ha 
despised hisiiearers for their motives t and 
they despised him for his^*"— ^Haviqg taifc- 
ed about war in the abstract,. Mr. Cauntqg 
next came to speak oC those f^ arocair* 
^' stances and ^onsideraiions,'* which ha 
had before hinted at. Who, he asks, does 
not love peace in'the abstract ? . And thm 
he proceeds, in his way, to state the #5^ 
slades to peace* Now, what are tfaesef 
Hear him: << But, when i\».Marm as 
'* abroad for. purposes inscrutable f ns,, 
'^ the mo!:al as in the physical worldt 
<* PROVIDENCE has let loose npoaaa 

^Mhe scourge of mankind" « « 

Stop! stop! Thou pious Clerk of the 
Hanaper ! Do stop and let as diacnsa this 

with you a litUe. What is aearnhfciht 

" storm being abroad?" Qccelv«r«« m- 
,|k>stors, all the tribe deal in, trapes mfi. 
figures. What storm is it that we ana in? 
We are in a war^ and a war of our ova 
making too, for we began the war by aeix- 
mg F4*ench ships at sea and in our poets, 
and by making prisoners of French peo^ ; 
and now^ thou frothy declaimer; ham^ 
thou man of tropesi is the storm to he put 
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an cod to but bf i ptaceT — >— But, yoa tell 
us, that tbiar tmrm is abHrad *< for purposes 
•• inserutable to iia." Oh l no^^ the por- 
po9er jre perfectly gcrutabley as I h;ive 
fboiPia above. The profits of war to its ad- 
Ydtetts akv as clearlf to be defined as the 
amobnl of your .slnecuit. — -" PRO VI- 
** HENCE has Ut iooseupon usiht scourge 
^^ofmanjcind;'* and, therefore^ to talk of 
loviog peace in the abstract is exti-eme 
fatty.-'-— -**.fadeed,Captaip, it was the 
*< emdgel" IftBtephtn observes to Bohadil,* 
whcQ the iattfcf complains of ifohig Manet" 
struck.' Indeed, Mr. Canning, Providence 
haa hpd no spedat spite against us : indeed 
and-iadeed it n not Providence who has in- 
terfared inibit war: it v^as Mr. Pitt and 
hbaisodites, sidiilg with the old govern- 
meats •f Europe: they it was, and not 
P ro vid euoe, who first let loose the geofius 
and courage of the French people against 
the Kgal and ecclesiastical establishments 
of Europe, and you and your colleagues 
have aaststcd mainly in preventmg those 
assailants firom hying down their arms. 
The measures of tyrannical and besotted 
meoi calling theaoiselves statesmen, and 
not any panicular decree of Providence, 
have produced the dangers which you de- 
scribe.— —But. suppose you to be right In 
this assertion, now does it agree with other 
assertions that you ^Ifave made upon tlHs 
^od former occasions ?^^ If it be Provi- 
dence who has let loose Napoleon upon us, 
why do you revile Napoleon? If he be an 
iostrameiit in the hands of Providence, is it 
just, say, is it not impious, to rail against 
him for what he has done, and is doing, in 
that eapaefty? To rail agahist him for 
doing vfbiC Providence forces him to do, is, 
in fact, lo nril against Providence. And, 
thus* it Is, that a frothy coxcomb, in- 
tescicated with the plaudits of a servile 
uid venar crew, exposes hhnself to the 
ridieule and contempt of inen of sense. 
•—a— If we adopt this doctrine of Mr. Gan- 
aing ; if we admit that the legatioo 6f Buo- 
ttpSNte is 4>f divine origin, it seenis to me, 
tfiat we must, at once, cease all our philip- 
against him onr account of the devasta- 
V the pluncler, thef bloodsh^, and all. 

tiicherlMmd' things that' are said to ac- 
ly his footsteps. The Russians 

irg^ him with having caused the city of 
to be burnt. This Is not true, 

M, supposie it were true? Who^ would 

to bkutic him, or even the act, if the 

ti^ of Mr. Canning be admitted? 

did-move-iir the way of devastation, 

teri Uoodshedi and the rest of It, 



than Napoleon has done. Upon one parti- 
cular occasion, as it is recorded in the Holy 
Scriptures, the army under Moses's com- 
mand titled alt the men of a country that 
he attacked, and '< took,^' says the Bible^ 
'* all tlie women of Midiah captives, and' 
<' their little ones, and took the spoil of all ' 
^* their cattle, and all their flocks, and all' 
" their g6ods. And they butjit ail their ^ 
" ^i7/f5 whercm they dWelt and all their' 
*^ goodUf castles with fire. And they took 
** all the spoil, and all the prey, both of^ 
** men and of beasts. And they brought 
^* all the spoil, Sec. &c. &c. to Moses and 
'' Eleazar the Priest." -- — Well; but 
things did not stop here ; for, as we are 
told, in the same Chapter, ^* Moses was 
•• wroih with the officers of the host ;" * 
and, for what? We shall hear: "And 
" Moses said onto them : Uai^e you sailed 
" all the WOMEN alive f Behold, diese 
" caused the children of Israel, through the 
" counsel of Balaam, to commit trespass 
** against the Lord in the matter of PeoTi 
" and there was a plasue among the con- 
" gregation of the Lord. Now, therefore^ 
" KILL txtTY male amongst the LITTLE 
" ONES, and kill every WOMAN that 
*' hath known man by lying with him. 
" But all the women cfuidren that have not 
" known man by lying with him, KEEP 

"ALIVE FOR YOURSELVES."- 

Tliese acts are recorded in the Book of Num- 
bers, Chapter xxxu And, as to Joshua, 
who, next after Moses, appears to have been 
the favourite instrument in the hands of 
Providence, he not only slew men, women, 
and children, without regard to age or con- 
dition ; he not only set whole cities on fire, 
and exterminated their inhabitants, but, 
upon one particular occasion, when fighting 
against a most rascally combination of ' 
crowned heads, namely, the king of Jeru- 
salem, the king of Hebron, the king of Jar- 
muth, the king of Lachish, and the king of ' 
Eglon; upon this occasion Joshua, not find- 
\ng the day long enough for the completing 
ot^his slaughter, commanded the sun and . 
moon to stand still; and, It is written, 
" that the sun stood stilly and the moon 
" stayedf until the people had gvenged 

*ihemselves upon their enemies." Now, 

as Mr. Canning will not, I presume, at- 
tempt to question the justice and propriety 
of the acts thus recorded, so, I presume, 
he will not deny that they are to be justified 
only because the actors were set on, or, to 
use his own words, let loose^ by Provi- 
dence; and, if this be a justification, as it 
is held to be, of Moses and Joshua, has not 
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Mr. Ginning U^ pt<^idu;ij| 9 iufittfication 
fpF NapoleoDi f ven'supposiog 2M th«^ acts 
af cribed to him have reallf ia^tn oomouttcd 
l^r him ? The killing of all Uie miwa wo- 
rn^ ancl all the najk children of ihe Mi- 
dians^ W the ordering ot all the young 
girls to be kept alive (ot the soldiers, seem 
to ec^ual, at leasts any thing that even Sir 
Robert Wilson has attributed to 



j»^f ; but^ then» observe^ m the caseoC 
llosesi he was* we know, se^t by the L<»'d 
to ovose theie orderis to be put inex^cujttoD ; 
wbereasi as we have hitherto been led ta 
believe, Buimaparti 13 an tnfickl amd more 
likely to be sent by the Devil; but, we are 
aqw. told, all at. qnoe« we now hear.it 
rpundiy assorted, that he is sent by Provi- 
dea.ce, that is to s^y, by the L^rd^ asd, of 
CQMrse, .that his lega^io^ has ihe aame ori- 
gin as that of looses ; whence^ if we were 
to. admit the doarioe of Mr. Gaoning, it 
would naturally result, that Buonaparte is 
to.be applauded iostead of censured for thp 
killipgs, and burnings., and devastations 
that have been ascribed tq his coounands ! 
Some persons, ana I amongst others, 
have been reproached with being an apolo- 
gist lor Napojeoa; what, theii, ought to be 
said of the ipan, wboj^ in the most public 
maaner,, holds him forth to the nation as 
€1^9 sent against, ai)d Ut loose upon it, by 
Divine Providence itself; aye, by tha^.very 
Being, on whom, in a prayer prepared by 
the Archbishop of Canterbury, we are, by 
royal proclamation^ commanded to cali for 
protection against that aam^ Napoleon? 
What shall be said of the; man who does 
this ; and what shall be said of the crew 
who are said to have received hia harai^ue, 

with ramurous applause? rBut, again, 

if Napoleon be an instrument in the hands 
of Providence, what hope is, there that we 
shall be success&jl in resisting him? I 
leave it for casuists like Mr. Canning to 
decide, whether it be consistent with reli- 
gion to resist one who comes armed with 
the authority of Provid^ce; but, is it pos- 
sible that wtczu succeed in such resistance? 
Napo(eoi\ has been called impioqs because 
he said thsit he w^s destined by Providence, 
ta new- model Europe; yet Mr, Canning 
asserts the fact ; and, if it he a fact, it sure* 
ly is a great consolatipn to, us, and, above 
in, a great encouragement to proceed in 
the war. There is scarcely ever a King's 
Speech which does, not conclude with a 
prayer for success in the war, under Ihe 
protection and with ihe aid 0/ Divine Pro-^ 
vi^njce; but, if Napoleon has been let 
loose upon us by Divine Providencei IHviae 



•PixxvidenoB k on his fsdi^y. m4 tbo> v4q^ 
hope have.we ofsucc^s in thewajr, oolc^i. 
Mr. G vming takes it ibr granted, that Qi-»^ 
vine Providence, like the rest of ^sxSomm 
allien ti ia fotwre lo be numberedv imm^ 
ouE eneoies, and entertains bnpes. pf u^^ 
i^g Divioe Providence usA. Buonaps\rtfe4oo^ 
—Leaving this diagustipg^ this \mm* 
tical can^, to the ad«iivatip& of ^ ^ft0m% 
of Mr. Canning, let us, hear his qthec ojb* 
jectiont to. peace*. <* ^^^^t^ SW bfhi 
«*Vi/A whrn^ , Why, witST^, vbgia. 
Wjs made peace witb before; with \^ 
whom Mr* Addingtoi^ and l4M'dMve^;pgA 
(wh^st healths were gaien b^ Mfr^ fimp^ 
o/^Aisdi/tnery. made poice; wt%l|W.4iQH^ 
whom, we reqeivedf m the way of. c«||4p% 
the isj^s of Ceylon and Trinidad, 1' 
helpnging to the DiUch, and the &^iu<vw^ii 
with him whom we ackn»wle4pd». bf; ^ 
most solemn acts, to bte the legitup^<^)M[ 
) magistrate of Fi;apce; wUh hint who, i^yoai 
a charge of havi^ endea vou^ to noKUift tb^ 
people of France ^gamst his auifi^]^,^ VLu 
Peltier was prosecuted in U»b .Qdv^ ^ 
King's Bench, and, upon the recamnaffnda" 
tion of the Judge, found guUty o( a crimip 
nal libel ; wiih bim whpoii in^ a ooovopeii 
at Gintra* Lord WeUington afknowledpil 
to be Kmperor ql Fca^Cft; wj^ hiia to. 
whom we have sei^t epvoys and Jiffifrass»i 
do(s,. and with respec;^ tp^ whom, we h^m 
doi>e e:very thing' thj^ m u^ally. dooe l^ m 
towards forfdgn sov«reigp8.-r-;-T2uft is. lbs 
man with whom we i^i^^ only a^ Um 
iponths ago,, h^ve had Paaco; 9^ih^\ 
uke it, b a pretty saM^Tactory an^iier V^ 
the question^ of Mr* Qiannii^, ^* wik 
" H'A^^^"-^— Bat, he goes on to, ^ i( 
Napoleon be " the friMoJ peact 7^ I» 
answer to this we may say,,tbatwe-Gin 
only judge of hjoL by bis^aqts ; aivl th^t,^!^ 
to have irequently tenderol th^44ive bnyicl^ 
to hb enemies, and particulariy^ to otw: G%-. 
vernment;. if to have^. sought. qf^Gpcii^ia|lk 
ibr peaoe in the mids^ of viaop^j if to 
have vohmijij^ily put a stop, to his ^afta* of 
conqu^t and glqry by treati^ pf ^^s^im. ^ 
to have got the better, of the pride a^pd pft 
sion ijnputed to him tor thepurpqiic ^9^^ 
curing peace ; if to have beq^ ready to yni^. 
i^yen the 08ief:isible ol>iect df a -v^^yff€i 
war for the sake of peace Mritb us ; a^ if 
to have now a manifest ifiteress in tl|» 
making an^ tfa^ pre«nridi^ of il|eace^ Wk 
Europe.; if s^l these pu^ toother ^^<9p^^m^^ 
a fs^ir claim to the title of *^ friend eT 
^^ peace i* then i^y answer to. Mr. Gaig^]^ 
is, that Ni^pols^ »' che.£:iauix>( f 
and th^ttl^ ^tfapi^sal ewiM(^ gf 
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Aat1irfaidi«9VM offiMd-t^^Mr O^timttriii 

ID ipttt^ H/tt. twtm\^\tfftta^ #hkh, 
tlU^A Md liid^-pod<ge,4taiiind!i a good 
4m9mtlkamky asWk^^a fiur specimen 
•fw^t^iMT^ and ralielio6d1»y wkkh the 
ywpli are diluded into »i approbation of 
ilie oi«aittiiaii«ii of tb^ war agaimt Fnmce. 

* Th«y** (flBCasij^ his antagonSsci at 

ikt elMUon) <« describe," h^ said, «« in 
'l^owimt^teiBrs^^it txt the snfierinjp 
** of war, aM ^kiejr ^n would persuade \is 
^ ^c thosiftWlldi io sp^ofonr suflferings,, 
^ ethort us 10 perstftri^ ire insemsibie to 
^9hi misiries 0/ dtit fi§iffi0 treafMtes. 
*< Wift* liad its unstarks in tike litlignation of 
** t^meatrct^ and In Ike piitatfon of inany 
'^domestic comlbrts; who was the man 
^ that had 1 heart to lodt at them without 
^ faeidg aftcted. But he wished his ad- 
'^if^ersarfes would deal bbrlj. War, he 
** obserred, Was foil of dtffioiltjr aod dati- 
^^ gel* \ yet it had Hs eaH9dlaiivns U>o; but 
*< how b^ppttls ft that those Gentlemen in- 
'* vert the glass When ihef look at the Vic- 
^ tories of our enemlta ; as they nre pre* 
•* sentedio otur' ritw^ ^e hear no partitu- 
•* tars nf Me miserks and privatipns td 
** whitk they stibjed the inhabitmis of 
•* B-ances but on th« other hand, when 
^ they looled at oar exploits, they turned 
^ the dimmtsbin]^ fide of th6 glass, *^nd 
** picsenfed a uugiifGod tww <cf our mise- 
^ ries. But I w<mM ask them whether VAf 
" Md/Aer in France f when detivered of a 
^ mate Midi did not txtok Jdrmwd to the 
'^ X^lhyeOTy when he was to be torn topiti- 
** hu destructimf He would ask them, 
'' whether agritulture was not languishing 
^Jbr want of male population f The sub- 
** jetts of the conmieror are consoled by 
*' dory, but let us oe mindful of th^ir un^ 
«• happiness: and in a war fiom whif^h we 
•* eannid extrUate oursetPes^ let the perse- 
*^ verance which Endatid has already so 
** SQCcessfdlly wtencd, be continued.' If 
- <' pdtce cotdd bt obtain^ Cod forbid that 
'*ft shteid not be so! but is peace to be 
** enjoyed with the security of peace ? It 
^ most be so enjoyed, or it would only sub- 
•* stituie a temporary repose, to be follow- 
.^'ed by t Qiore dreadful and destructive 
^ war. It had been said, and s^d wisely, 
^* too, that character bad its inconveniences, 
^ that a man of reputation dared not do a 
^ base action, though it might be advan- 
'^ t^ttcous^ and to ejitend that remark from 
^ inmiidhals to tiational diaracter, it might 
^ be 8a% "uKttA that, when a i^ation 



^^ fotfHtfld fts hotoor, it hid fotfefted iH 
^ existence. M'bt such the opinlotis of ouV 
^* irfversarfes, who think that pea^epur* 
" t^std at itiat price is prefera'Ai to war 
^ carried im with saeh sdcrijices (liswecu^e, 
^* HMfihH^.*'— ^-^Lct us take this passage ijt 
Its r^laf order. Mr. Canning pro- 
fesses to/<nr/ for the ikifseries bf those wha 
sufler s6 severely from the wat- ; but, it is 
easy to profess ; and, until he give^ ilp t!ve 
receipt of the sums he receives as a sinecuf'e 
ptacemany together with all thit he has r^« 
ceived frotn that source, I do not choose to 
give him much credit for feeling fdr the 
sufleHngs of the people. He may ask ai 
long !as he pleases, ** What iban %^iih « 
^^ heart can looi at these sufl^rings without 
'* bt}n% effected f* biit, While he continue 
to pocket a part df the tates which produce 
these sulTerfAgs, t shall be disp<Med to sec 
down qua^ons like this t6 the accoUnt pf 
hypocrisy.——^* War," he says, '* has itf 
*^ consotatitfns r" but, as he does not tell us 
to whomj we nmst suppose hii^ to mean, io 
thdsi whd thriPe by the W&r ; for, as to 
consolation aHsing from the miserie's of the 
people of Prance, that, I believe, is of a 
sort to be felt by nobody, or, at least, by 
nobody but the most malfj^ant of the sons 

and daughters of corruption. Let uS^ 

however, inquire into the fatt ^s far as hp 

descends to particulars. He says, he 

would ask, <^ whether the MOTHER in 
*< FrSmce, when delivered of a mate child^ 
^* dotd not look ibrwaixl to the 19th year^ 
^^ when he is to be lorn to pitiless dedruC' 
** tion; and whether agricuiture is not 
^* languishing there /^r want of a mate po^ 

*^ putationf -Now, reader, hcfe are 

two questions, which I will answer fully; 
and, I am persuaded, to your satisfactioti^ 
though, perhaps, not much tb that of M^ 

Canning. The eentleman is, however, 

here, a very barefaced plagiarist. Niic 
stofctJ with sufiKcient iahehoods of his own^ 
he has robbed the Courier news-paper of a 
part, at least, ofwhat he has, in this placci^ 
spouted off upon his Triend^ at Liverpool, 
The trick of putting his propositions into 
the sha^ie of questions must not screen hiiti 
from the charge of uttering falsehood. He 
^oes, in fact, here mean to give the weight 
of assertion to what those questions pomt 
at ; he means that his hearers should under* 
stand, 1st. That the tuother's In France, 
when delivered of male children, are >nade 
miserable by the reflecfiou, th^it, wheti 
they attain the age of \9 y^ars, ihey will be 
torn from them, as soldier's, to piiiUssd^ 
SltMi^fii itfirf, ad. i'hat agriculture' Ian- 
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ooosider the eftst -of dlvidiiiff lAft ritniw 
iato small psuroeb» and miuig mch «■ 
amizii^ augmentation in the wl nmhu «f 
land prc^rktors^ all cultivating tlicar wwn 
soil; when we consider that from % 10 
aOQyOOO bishops, priests, monlGt, andKonaiy 
who could not marry, and who posaesskAa 
good third part of the land and other pro* 
peny of the kingdom^ havt-madewayfcr 
multitudes of fathers, mothers, antf chil- 
dren, now fed by the produce eC that taose 
land; when weeonsider tfaesethings, k is 
impossible not \q conclude, tiAt the popuh- 
tion of France herself, if we were 10 vo no 
further, is greatly Increased. But, Tetite 
sopoose it to have renvained stationary, and 
to be still what it was before the icvohi- 
tioa^ that is to say, that it still amomils^to 



SAishes in France (at the wmiitfmin\ the* 
rain of men t>y the war haying been so 
mat.— This s$coni assertion was made 
by the Editor of the Courier in the month 
of April last, and of that Editor,^ Mr. Gan- 
fiipg is, in this instance, at least, no more 

'than an imitator. 1 exposed the false- 

liood then, and shall now do little more than 
*rejj»eat what I then said. When I have so 
done, I shall return to \h^ first assertion, 
>nd give my reasons for believing, that 

the first is as false as the second. 

"—We come now to a fact, which, one 
'would have supposed, that even no hire- 
ling would have had the assurance to state. 
It is this: that, in consequence of the 
drain of men, occasioned by the war, the 
land in France, is chiefly cultivated by 
lYomen ! Mark this fact, reader I *' The 
"•• laud is chiefly cultivated by women;" 
and, says the hireling, this is ** a fact upon 

** whicji our readers may rely !" This 

is worthy of particular notice, as being a 
striking specimen of the imposture of tl^ 
hired writers and of th^ credulity of this 
nation, the great mass of whom appear 
never to think for themselves, and to pos- 
sess none of the capacity necessary for the 

detection of falsehood. Let us try this 

lact by the test of reason ; this famous fact, 
upon which the readers of the Courier are 
told " they may rely." The assertor pro- 
duces no proof of it* He do^ pot pretend 
(o have been in Fjance himself ; nor does 
lie produce any evidence, not even the evi- 
dence of fabricated letters or dispatches. 
Well, then, he has no grounds for his asser- 
tion, and I might dismiss it at once as 
false ; but, considering that its object and 
tendency are to deceive the people as to the 
real state of France, and to encourage them 
to approve of a continuance of the war with 
> view to produce the downfall of Buona- 
^parte, I will offer a few fiu'ther remarks 

^pon the subiect. The war, we are 

told, has so drained France of men, that ^ ^ . . 

the land is now chiefly cultivated by wo- In some of our boasting aceounts,'pubIjsbed 



men. Now, reader, please to attend to a 
liew facts. Napoleon, agreeably to the re- 
port laid before the Senate last year, has 
900,000 men in arms. We are now to 
consider what is the population out 
ivhich this number of men Is taken 
kept up. The population of France alone, 
liefore the revolution, was 26 millions. 
Every one knows, that population keeps 
pace with food ; and, when we consider the 
immense wastes, parks, pleasure grouiKls, 
Sec. that have, during the last 20 years, 
been brought into cultivation; when we 



no more than W millions of people. This 
being the case, France furubhes I man in 
arms out of every St\ of her people.--^'— 
And now, then let us see what thb kisif- 
dom, this '' United Kingdom of Great Bn* 
(^ tain and Ireland ;*' this kingdom with a 
long name, and which has, in the bombast 
of the news-papers, an '' Imperial Parlia* 
*' ment ;", let us see what this kiogdoo 
fumbhes of men in arms : because, if we 
find that it furnishes more in propoction 
than France does, and if we see that the 
cultivation of the land has not ^en upon 
the women in thb kingdom, we shaU c^ 
ha^ pretty.good proof o^ the falsebood of 
what the Couriier "asserts with respect to 
the present employment of the women m 
France. The population of thb king- 
dom, includii^ emigrants, blad», lascan, 
and Germans, tqgeuier with all the birds 
of passage for ever coming into and going 
out of it ; indudi^ all th^, our popula« 
tion ma^, perhaps, be swelled up to nearly 
15 millicftis. Now, accordiiiff to the anny 
estimates of last year, we had in the R^* 
lar Army, including the embodied MSitia, 
382 thousand men ; and, in the navy^ 145 
thousand, making, together, 527,000 1 



in the news-papers, they have been cafled 
640,000 men. But 537,000 we paid far. 
Some few thousands more, indera; biU, 
let us be within compass. Now, thoit.ve 
shall find, that this kingdom f ^'^miid it had 
a short name 1} ; we' shall find dut thb 
kingdom furnishes 1 man ih arms out of 
every 28^ of its people; we shall find, that 
while the Emperor of France calls for one 
man out of 32^ of hb sulgectSj our kmg 
calb for one man oiit of 28| of hts subjects; 
we shall find, that the drain of men it 
one seyenth greater upon our pofnla^ 
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tkia t|aii: It is upon that of the Ffcach ; 
ands as we know veiy well, that this 
ifraio has not throwB upon the women 
Che cultivation of the land in Eng- 
Isttidy we most, if we would be thou^ 
facicAal men, coo^iide, that thi» story 
about die cultivatioo of the land in France 
bjr w<MDen is a falsehood ; a sheer inven- 
tion for the purpose of deceiving the people 
of this country, and of favouring 4be views 
• of those who. delight in war, because it 
enriches them and. their families.— ^ — 
^^ But," e|;^cbims the reader, ^^ you have 
«« foi^gottei).!" Oh! no, I have not fbrj 
. gotten ! I have, not foigotten that Old 
France contains but a part of that popuia* 
ciooy out of which Napoleon draws his 
800,000 men ; I have not Corgottent that 
he is king of Italy, that Holla^ arid Bra* 
Vant and the Hans Towns and part of Ger- 
many belong to his empire; and that he 
not only draws troops from all these, but 
from the more distant paru of Europe go- 
)remed by sovereigns his allies. Oh ! no ; 
f have not forgotten that his empire con- 
taina upwai:ds of 40,000,000 of people, 
instead of 26,000,000 ; but I had a mind 
to shew how the comparison stood with 
France alone, in order to put this hireling 
the more completely to shame. — >-Take, 
then. Napoleon's empire at 40,000,000 of 
, people, which la hx within bounds, and 
you will find, t]iat he takes but one man 
in arms out ot every 50 pf his people ; 
while our king taUs one man in arms out 
of every ^i qt his people! And yet, 
this hireling has the impudence to attempt 
tojnake us believe, that the drain of men 
in France has thrown the cultivation of the 
land upon the women ! If scarcity and 
discontent be. produced in France by a 
drain of one out of fifty, what must the 
drain of one of twenty-eight and a half 
produce ? Thus does diis hireling strike 
into the bowels of his own government, 
when he is aiming the blow at that of 
Napoleon. But, such is the desire to 
decry the government of France; socager 
the desire to make the people here believe 
that the French are slaves, that the con- 
8e({iience of such eflforu to our govern- 
ment are wholly overlooked. £ much 

hr thi^ ,.^ct^ upon n^hich, he says, his 

readers may rely. We will now return 

to Mr. Canning's first assertion.; namely, 
Ihat the mothers, in France, when deli- 
vered of male children, are made mi- 
serable by thereflectioO|.that, when they 
i^l have attained the age of 19 years, 
they nfill \Kiom firom thm iQpUikss de^ 



si rmcfy m * ■ 1^ the 6m pbee this is an 
ezaggeiatjoau It is a MsAood mu i ey e d 
in empty homhift. Mothers, when they 
are deHveied, think nothing about what is 
to become of their children* But, the in* 
teotioa hen is to deceive the people of 
Enghmd as to- the innir of raising soldicra 
in France, as well as to the p roportiett of 
fooag men taken firom dieir homes toservc 
as s<£liers, and also t^^deceive them as to 
the naiure 4(fthe service which those young 
men are employed in.— ^*Thb is a sub- 
ject of great consequence; becanse, npom 
the assumption, that the Conscription U 
intolerable in France, is built the cooclo- 
sioo, thsu the people of France must hato 
the government of N^ipokoo, and most be 
ready to fell into any project for the ddi* 
verance of their country from what is call* 
ed his tvranny ; and on this is grounded 
the fiurther conclusion, that, if we do but 
continue the war fer a little longer, we 

shall overset this formidable enemy. 

Now, then, let us see how th^case stands* 
-^Firsl^ it is false to say, that the mothers 
are at sill affected by what may happen to 
their children at the end of 19 years; se- 
candf the conscription cannot, as we have 
seen above, take bitt a comparatively small 
portion of the yotmg men away ; ikird^ the 
mode of taking them to bt general^ must 
be impartial^ and, of course, much less, 
infinitely less, galling than if the hardship 
fell upo# the poor Saly ; fourth^ it is not 
to pUiless deslruciion tiKit they are sent, 
but to war, and war attended with all the 

Sory, renown, and advanuge, that be^ 
ng to victory and conquest. Besides, 
reader, bear in mind these important bets,, 
which even the assurance of Mr. Canning 
will not induce him to deny; naoiely, 
that, the private soldiers in the French 
army are treated with great respect by their 
ofl&cers ; that they are permitted to share^ 
tmder the name of plunder, very largely 
in the fruit of victory ; and, above all, 
that, OUl* OF THE RANKS ALL THE 
COMMISSIONED OFFICERS ARE 
TAKEN. Consider this, Consider that 
Massena, Bmne, Victor, Marmont, Souk,. 
Suchet, were all private soldiers'; consi- 
der, that, out of 16 Marshals of France, 
who are now Dukes a|id Prittoes, 14 were 
the sons of Farmers and Tradesmen ; cion- 
sider that M the resiments, all the rank, 
all the honours, all unt emoluments of the 
service, which, indeed, constitute nme 
tenths of all the honours and em oh mients 
of the empire, are enjoyed* and must he 
enjoyed, by men who are in the first 
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place pdvate soldiers ; consider, too, that 
thef« is one commissloDed' ofiker to ibout 
hrt^ twenty privates ; and then you wiH, 
I %m persuaded, agree with me, that each 
conscript puts iiis servicer into a prelty 
good lottiery.— *— Mr. Canning forsot these 
nnngs ; or he was too ignoraitt of the af- 
fairs of France to kiibw any thing of them ; 
Or, which is ^^^ ^ likely, he wished to 
put 3L false picture hefore iht people of 
England.— — If, indeed, all the commis- 
$ions, all the honours, a)l the emoluments 
«f the service were sWallowed up by the 
Mm^ of the rich, and if nothing but hardr 
sliips and the knocking out of brains were 
left for the sons of the poor; if promotion 
did. not ^proceed from the ranks; then I 
•hbutd be ready to believe, that the con* 
Kripiion in France must of necessity create 

5 real discontents ; but, where the chaiKe 
F proou^ion is so faii: ; where thi lottery 
k so ficb and the blanks so few, I am not 
to be made believe, that the toniscriptioii, 
though still a heavy burden^ is viewed with 
any thing approadiing to feelings of hor- 
mir.-^-^Ii u to be observed, besides, that 
the genius of the French people; is mHilarjf; 
that ijt always was so ; that to become ^ven 
9 private soldier always raised a mail in 
the scale of public estimation ; that to have 
SBrvefL was, in all times, a matter of boast- 
ing in France, and a settled title to a larger 
ebara of respect than* the party would 
otiierwise have put in a claim to.— -These 
are oonsiderations which escape ib in this 
country, and- this is the reason why we 
hear so many persons, othei-wi$e well- in- 
formed, expressing their astonishment at 
the zeal and fidelity of the French sddiers 
and ^t the submission of the people to the 

l^ws of the conscription. We will now 

leave Mr. Canning to condole * with the 
lying-in mothers in France, while we ob- 
serve tipon the. false and malignant con^ 
chisioii of the passage last quoted, where 
h^aayS) that- we, who are for treating fer 
peaces i' are wiU'mg to purchase it at the 
** expense of the honmir of our country." 
\ ' -He does not pretend to |>roduce any 
/triu/of this assertion, which is, indeed, no 
ipore than a repetitiou of the old stale ca- 
lumny^ which has been io we by him and 
hb likeJor the latt tweitty yeacs^ fiut, he 
lays it doMm as an axiom, that we cannot 
have peace with the ticurily #/* peace. 
This he does, i^t atujoppt to prope^ and it 
la also au old battered assertion. He af- 
tirwards observe^' that we cannot be safe 
oUm,; tkax our /e/ is cast with that of the 
tim/iaedi warli^ \ff which he, doiibtless, 



means i\it ^\4 govenim^Qts <^f llufopey in* 
chiding ike fnquisilion of Spain^ which, 
as our own news-papers informed us, was 
re-established at Madrid in a Cpw daya 
after our afi^y got possi^ron of t^ place. 
And, is onvioi cast v^rith -theJoqujftitioQf 
are we tobfan4 or fall with t}iat; ^nd are^ 
those to be denopiin^te^. enemies of their 
country, who refuse to act" upoa such a 
notioti? 'hlf opii^Qp \Sy that, if our re- 
sources Wjsre well ; and hf^oestly maa:^getf, 
we, alone^ might set the w6rld at defiance, 
if the world, which is not ti;^ be l^eWeye^, 
shcmld, in' t^at ^ase,, be rf^ved to act 
unjustly towards vs; and. ,th«t^, l 
v^mild liavf treated with N?po)eoo upon 
the basis of hi^ last proppsition* If we 
adopt Mr. Canning's notion, whidi, dis- 
guise It however he may, is that Af a ner 
cessity of coptinutng the cqiUest till we 
have f es^bred the old governments of Eu- 

h)pe, bur case is, indeed, clespenite* 

We have nofv done with the first speech of 
Mr. Canning ^t this dinner ; *but, there 
w^s a second^ made upon the arrival of th^ 
Poroughreeve of Manchester, .accompanied 
by Certain persons of that town, who beg- 
ged to 6e pemiitted to partake pf the ho- 
nours of the sitting, and one of whom, it 
would seem, gave, a^ a toast, " the im- 
" mortal memory of the Rt. ^oo. WiL- 
"LIA^ PITT;" whercyi>oii, it is re- 
ported, Mr. Canpine rose'^nd said, '* Th^t 
'* it\f as expected of them who were pre- 
" sent that they should return thanks for 
^^ any honour conferred pn^ their abseqt 
^^ friends. I't might be pard^mable in him 
" if he expressed his ackno^^ledgmeni for 
^ the honour they had dqne to the me- 
" raory of Mr. Pitt, and in. doinj whicl^ 
" they had not the sense of Liverpool only, 
" but of England I not of England onlyg 
" but of Europe^ of posterity^ and ^ ^ 
^^ world. He said, he had qlwags been 
** true to his principle^. But there had 
** beeti instances where bis. principles had 
** been misunderstood, but he knew thai 
^* in this place they had always fouqd able 
<< advocate. — There was one point on 
*• which, in the cojurse of the reccqt coa- 
'' test, his memory had been called in 
'' question, and (lis principles misrepre- 
^^ sented— /Aa/ he was the adyocdte Ofid on* 
*• thor of war. If there lived a atateaipan 
** in th6 world whose, interests, indrvi- 
** dually, were founded in peace, — if tliere 
<^ was ever a statesman of whom it might 
** be presumed, that jui conducting his 
<( country into war he was led 1>y ^. $ense 
" of irresistible necessity^ it must have 
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^ ken in fbt l9Wi*iipll oflus 
^ oeot, and 144 oa tbe 9»me basis wii 
^ thai of t|ie prosperity of Ki$ coimtry* 
*< Wbai ^lerlty should ioc^ back upgn 
*« the meo^oiy of di^t mat iaao« iney would 
M discrlmina^ two difierpit «ras in his 
^ liCe* The ooe on his succession to the 
^* jj^overament of the counuryi he fi^u^d the 
^ state dilapldatisdy and its resources ei^er- 
f ( vated br an ill-cpndueted war* He laid 
*« th^ foundation of tijat SOLID SYjSTEM 
^* of which It was epoMgb to say that ii 
f< lived in our *br$asls unimpmrti^ and 
'^ hadeiidup^ iipidtbestprflQS wbica,Jia^ 
^< assailed it stoce (hat liffc. Whether it 
*« weft the M^ <>f JklO P;tt or not the 
<^ fault |hc nieapt o^ bjs rndgm^. and 
i* \Ybicb would aftfd » f;(ir t^t oi histo^ 
** rjcal comrevei^yj whether ^t h^m 
^*the war which aM coQtin^iri with littlf 
*^ intermission to the present tlpe-r-wh^* 
<< thtr that were his jfault or upt, ii /uuf 
" 6ifn bjf his plans thai th^ fom^ir^ haif 
** beem €006(04 1^ continue it. 9ut b^ did 
^'^ not thidb eyeii without his eouncils war 
•'could havp been deferred, X second 
*^ era of hb politii;al life began 9t thq pe-r 
I' riod, when from (he centre of ^ur^ 
*< burst forth that yolc^tiic eruptiop of <(f^ 
" solaiing trinfipies^ which threatened jo 
^^ orerwhettn the civilized world: the^ 
'* principles, he obseryedi he had success^ 
^*JuHu, resiste4* After some further r^ 
<* majlcs he ot^erved, that he trusted thai 
^< into whatever hands the Qovemment of 
4< this great countrv should be cpmmittedt 
" they would ever teep his exampU before 
'* their eye^; and that they would learn 
** fromt his example, exertioft abroad." 
——Any thing more empty, more com- 
pletely devoid of sense than this latter- 
bath hatanguei Ido nb< remember kt have 
pet with even in the itports of the dehatea 

HI Ib^ Honourable House. rThe reader 

will perceive, that, even in the fa^ of 
this crew of war-mongers, Mr. Oanninjg 
<Hd not think it proper to attempt a justi- 
ficatiow rf Ibcr bf^^^g ^( Ibe 1^ war 
against France* Yet, that must be jus- 
Mad, or the nembry of Pitt must stand 
UasM in the sight of posterity.— -—j^t, 
he was, H fteems, the author of ** a 
««^LiD SYST^^Ii, of which, U waff 
f< ENOUGH V W* ^^^ ^ lived m our 
•/ BBEA^ts t^imi^rtdt ¥^ bad en- 
« 4ured am^ the stoims that had as- 
«« fa^d it si^^. tbft, t'we.*' Wh^t did 

U aw^? whai spfm? I s^m^t, 

itm mt «m«^ ^ 34l5»d« t? oiMftt be the 
fim»^ systems and, it ^ m, C^wiiPg, 



It is Qott|uifte eMpi4gh to say» thai '' U stUl 
'* lives in our brea^ unimpaired/' Ii is 
bicmhwrsi^; in our nurses, good C Uric 
of the Hanaper ; it is there that a system 
of fowice ought to be itfuoppaired ; - but, 
you deal so much in rhetoriqil figuresn 
that, perhaps, by ^reofls you may meaw 
purses, as the thinjss nearest to the hearts 
of your bearers. It so, your assertion w|p 
merely false, it being perfectly ^otoripus^ 
that the system* so far from being solid^ 
was the most hoUow and deceitful that ever 
W?s invented by mans and that it has pro- 
duced and if producing all the ruiooua 
efiectf that were aiittcipated from its adopf 
tloQ.^- — Indeed, a man must be posftMied 
of a surprising stock of impudence Ipbt 
able to stand vp in.th^ midst of smne hipv 
dredsof persopS|,.aod applaud the sysM«l 
of Piu for its s^plidHjf^ at a t^ae wbfo dv 
paper* Qiii^ey, fretted by that 9yste«b Ji 
so depreciated as to require acta q( Miliar 
ment ^ sever? penalties to pnrnM U 
froo) being openly exchange^ M A p^on 
discount against the legal coin of the kiiu r 
dpnu The late parliament di<W ipdeedt 
declare by s<dwa resoIi$ii§t^f that the 
Ba|il^ paper was equal in value to gold and 
silver cqin it) the estimation of the peopLst 
ann^ they, iqi.a few weeks afterwards, pass«> 
e4 an ^« inakiog It a misdentefinor in 
apy one to otchapge the paper against tmM 
s4 a discount I Tbei»e two proceediefe 
will imivortaliiae thai parliament 1 but, ^ 
an indivifiMal, outside of the waUs of Su 
Stephen, tp havi^ the i^npudmce (o assent 
that the . pap^r ^^t^m ia imi«apaifed| 
when the r^^ar Price Gurreots ,iel| us» 
that Guinea Gold will sell for ^iv4pomi$ 
eight shillings ani$44ncet in paper^ while 
it is well \^pwn, that it will sell £99 ae 
tnqre than ti,re$, pounds sfvmteen sl^Ulif^ 
mid ten peficf ia{fpent^i in the kgal coiip 
of th^ ki^jgdofn.} lor a man« unproieaed 
by privileg<},^:tp insult^ in (Ms outrageeue 
manner, tbs qnderstanding pf hiA bowrece 
would surpass bejifff^ if we did not koow^ 
that tbo^e hf^rors were amom^^mosc 
stupid as weli a^ (be most. ^ervUe aivi base 
of m^ii^.-r-^PiM's pl4n?^% WO are here 
told, have enabled U9 to coniifme ihe^mMst* 
Tii^t is to say,, tbey i^ve enabled our fpr 
vc^nment to carry on .the vKSr by. the meeae 
of loans, taxation* and hank ngtes.. Re4-» 
ly^ to hear this «Mii of fiioth^ OM wouU 
im,2^ine„ that it was good for a JlMioib t# 
be ichausUi ; for Its p4per (0 become <fe<- 
pr^ated; fqr its, gold a«d silver Uh ^mH 
(Mlmd^ Qftntitm^^%c9M$i\ So>«Mdb 
tb^ worsen I^.lp«ttl4 bm^ bfteix gmfc if 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



SWX POLITICAL BE6I8n3t.--Prejilifi^^ BlMion. 

dM govtnittcol liad been redjooed td the 
WBornkj of disoooti^s^ing (he cootett many 



tSM 



yeart agt. But, the qucftioa it, will Pitt's 
plans enable us Xoget safe pui ofjhis C9h- 
i9Mf And this question eveiy man is 
readf to answer in the negative**— Mr. 
Canning conclndes with the old cheat, 
which, thoucfa thnsadhare long ago, has, 
it seems, still its uses* He told the crew, 
that Pitt had ^^ successfully resisted that 
*^ volcanic eruption of desolating principles 
*^ which, at one. time, threatened to over* 
** whelm the.eivi/ized worW,"— He al- 
ludes here to the principles of the French 
revolution; and, if they did actuallv 
threaten to overwhelm the civUiaed wprld^ 
is it true, reader, that Pitt succes^llj 
resisted them ? How were they expeaed 
to operate in the worjk of everwhetming f 
This flashy orator delights in figures ; Ixit, 
at last, we must, if we can, reduce his 
words to some plain meaning* Whatj 
then, does he mean by the werivhelmin^ 
eftke civilized world by principles ? Why 
be must mean, that those principles tcnde(r| 
not to the producing of a real deluge, or 
flood, in the civilized world, but that 
they clearly tended to the subvenion of the 
settled order of things in the civilized 
world ; that they tended to the oversetting 
of establishments in religion, in law, in 
. jranks and degrees, and, especially to the 
polling down of sovereigns and eC thrones> 
That this is the « only rational sense ii 
which the words can be uken is, I think, 
evident ; and, that bemg the case, what 
impudence, what brass, how hardened the 
front or how empty the skull, of the mati 
who could sund up and assert, tluit Pi|t 
had successfully resisted those principles^ 
when, at the same moment, it was a no- 
torious fact, that scarcely a throne remain- 
ed unoverset in the civilized world, and 
that all the establishments, connected with 
regal or aristOcratical swa^, had shared the 
same fate? Perhaps Mn Canning meant 
to say, that Pitt had successfully resisted 
the principles of the first French revolu- 
tionists : that is to say, the princ^les of 
freedom ; and, if that were his meaning, 
it must be coniiBSsed that his patron and the 
object of his praise was but too successful^ 
Nevertheless, there is much which he left 
undone. He was unable, and so have 
been and will be, his followers, to restore 
the ecclesiastical and feudal and aristocra- 
ticai tyrannv in France and Italy, in Swit- 
lerland and in Germany. To give a pitlqr 
instance or two: Pitt was umible to re- 
citaUiih leUra-de'^asM, the G^lkf 



the Corvee^ and the TUkesj in France. He 
was able by the aid of that system whiA 
has made' the English suinea WortE Jm 
shBlings in iBank Paper ; by such means bfi 
was able to plunge France into a state fcl^ 
called for the govemmifnt of a single man^ 
but, he was, with all the hundred of mil- 
lions of our boney that he squanderec), ai%» 
able to re-establish any one of those op^ 
pressions by which the people of fnaa^ 
were indu^ to revolt agamst their 9I4 
government*— ^Throug^ ^ w^ of Fi|| 
and ipiUions of oUr^poney the.MopUof 
Fraft^ were depriyea of the sort 91 0overi|t* 
men't that they at first oontempUted; bu^^ 
they were not (deprived of a very hr^ part 
of the. advantages which they expecie4 
from such a govemmjmt* They revolted 
to set rid of Lettres-de-cactiet, the Ga?-. 
belle, the Corvee, the Tithed j ^[nd mime- 
.rous degrading and cruel feudal righu ; they 
reyoited to get rid of a corrupt and partial 
administration of justice ; they revolted |o 
get rid of a cler^ apd nobility who i^ 
sulCed and oppress^ them without inercj^* 
This was the grand prmciple of thtir revo- 
lution, and this principle has not b^ 
resisted* However, if the merchants a^ 
traders of Liverpool and of the rest of Ibe 
kingdom are satisfied with w^t has be^ 
done in the way of resistance to French, 
principles, I congratulate them thereon^ 
with all my begirt, ancl le;ive them aod 
Mr* Canning to the enjoyment of ail the 
tranquillity and security which that resist- 
ance is, of course, calculated to aflbrd 
them* 

Wu. COKBETT. 

London^ 5lh kov. 1813*. 

P*S; Since wrhing the above I have 
seen a Speech of Mr. Canning, made at 
Manchester. This speech I shall notice 
in my next* 



WESTMINSTER ELECTION. 

IMters of Sir Francis Burdett and Lord 
Cochrane^ upon their being retum^fif 
the CUy of Westminster ^ in 1812. 

The following Letters have passed between 
the Committee appmntcd to conduct the 
Election for this City and their Repre- 
sematives* The Resolutions of the Ge- 
neral Meeting on the 5th inst. at the 
Crown and Andior, had been previously 
transmitted to Sir Frands Bucdett and 
Loid Cochrane. 
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t4&r Firmds MmHM, M^H. 

Sir,— In aonoondDg to you that yoa 
liaYe l>eta again retimied to Partlaoieiit 
fcr tbe (City of WeMninster, we cannot 
mqipress the satisfaction we feel in obsenr- 
*ing the steady, though slow advance of pub* 
lie opinion, nwiifested in the disposition of 
the Electors of Westminster to do their 
duty to themselves and to their country — 
to the utter dismay of all Parties, and the 
destruction of the formerly overwhelming 
influetice of base, corrupt, and inifamous 
Admintetratioos, who have merely Ajprd- 
•d the rtdit^y not the benifUing the rajiioa : 
«^who have considered power as tvety 
•if&ngi the peaUj prospenitfy and happintss 

of the people as nothing. ^We would 

willingly ^* spare you the mortification of 
^* passing a painhil Hfe in undignified ef- 
^ feru to stem the torrent of corruption/' 
But when we contemplate the cfiects pro- 
duced in this great City, exemplified as 
they now are, in tlie letum of yourself and 
your late worthy colleague, wUkoui expense 
mf^p€rs4mal trouble; without communica- 
iidn with either, and without a struggle — 
when we hear, from various places, that the 
Pedple, rousing from their apathy, are en* 
deavouring to imitate the example of West- 
minster, We Cannot but indulge the hope, 
that at the next Election, better infomsed 
hy precept, hv example, and bv experi- 
ence, they will so exert themselves, that 



^twer wUck they my ihU 

The endoaed Aaewer ywa will ha^ she 

goodneti t» commnpica< e ,» ■ Y oor't, very 

iinceitlyi 

F.BrRDtTT* 

fo Ike Eledors c/WesUmnsUr. 

GiNtLtMiN,— It is impcMsfble for me to 
be insensible to the extraordinary mark of 
confidence whh which you have recently 
honoured me. And although I am thereby 
again placed in an arduous and difficult 
shuation, from which I should gladly have 
withdrawn, I cannot, under such auspices, 
refuse to imdertake the fi>rlom hope of com- 
bating that wide-spreading corruptioni 
which seems almost to convert the severity 
of sath^, *^ that not to be corrupted is the 
^^'^harne," into mere matter of faa; or, 
at least, to give room to suppose such to be 
the prevailing opinion. Nothing, there- 
fore, remains br the friends of their coun- 
try, but to stand it out as long as they can, 
prepared, at all times, to make as decent aa 

exit as their enemies whi penhft. -Gto- 

tlemen, the small portion which remains of 
the real Representation of the People (the 
sole Constitutional Guardian of our Liberty 
and Property) is now confined to the CotUi- 
ties and great Towns ; and even in them, 
for the most part. Government patronage, 
places, pensions, promises, threats, and the 
various methods practised at Electiois, 



the ** toritnt'bf corruption" may^ho longer ^render an tmcomipt body of Electora^o 



be irresistible, nor your honourable and 
manlv efibrts be *^ unavailing'^ in prooiot- 
iDg the happiness of your country. 

By Order of the Committee for con- 
ductug the Election for the City 
and Liberty of Westminster, ap- 
pointed at a Public Meeting of 
Electors, FrietKls to Purity of Elec- 
tion, on Monday, the 6th October, 
18U. 

SAMUEL BROOKS, Chairman. 
Commute Room^ 38, King^slrat^ 
CifyenlGardenj9ihOci.l$l%. 

(A Letter to the same effixt was written 
to Lord Cochrane.) 

ANSWERS. 

Os^ordfOa.ie^lSlZ. 
DiAR Sit,— I fiMuid your very flattering 
Letter on my return here firom Tiverton. 
The noble behaviour of the Electors of 
Westminster towards me, makes it impos- 
iiUe lar me to lefiiae any curte m mj 



more to be expected than an uncomipt Par- 
liament. 1 may, however. Gentlemen, 

be allowed to say, without incurring the 
sospkioD of flattery, that your conduct 
forms a shinmg exception. A cdnduct un- 
paralleled hi the annals of this, or, perhaps, 
of any other country ; proving to demon- ' 
stration the falsehood of those malignant 
assertions of imprincipled men for traitor- 
ous ends, that the great mass of the nation 
is corrupt, and that Reform is, therierfbre, 
neither diaiirable nor atuinable. This out* 
raceous doctrine, invented bv knavery to 
palliate plunder, you have nobly confuted, 
and furnished a practical and unanswerable 
argument in favour of freedom ofElection. 
Gentlemen, at the Revolution one ho- 
nest line, securing to the People freedom' 
of Election, would have been woith more 
than all that tedious and mtientatious dis* 
play of prmciples and oUectsf set forth, but 
never really provided for, by the Bill of 
Rights* Iwtmld fain'hape, that the ex- 
ample given by the Elect<ts of Westmhi- 
ster, miffht encoursm othiv places ^itiU to 
cQttwt fiir iktt iflaaU peAm ^ ^*^P*^ 
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fMt frfiidi )pet «ciiftn tntte oointrf ; 

^kmr^kttia^mt, at leattJn liM 

br^BCQ of .ttiMr «oiialr|raMii, thai 

constitutional right to ^fidljfair^cmdfrte 

Eiprtwrnifdm^ cjlhe jPleopU in Ikiriiamenl, 

their oolf autet and peaceable security at 

ail times for their ngbn tnd property, 

a and pl4iMler of the 

lurposes jwfi shall ai* 

r in or out of Parlia* 

LAY POWN MY 

D, 1 have reoeived the 

EOoeiv^ and the best 

lation of those who 

icpiraiioo of the trust* 

have, and that the 

Electon of Westminster should thiok, (hat 

I have conducted myself ia it with honour 

and i;iiegrity, will be a aever-faillug sourci) 

of satisfaction to me, as long aa the poweni 

,of recollection shall remain to, Gentle* 

men, your most .afiectiooaie and devoted! 
Servant, 

Francii Bu&i»ott« 

0:tford, Oct.16, 1819. 



19, Bfriman-sqiiarey Oct. 14, 1812. 
DftAR Sir, — You will oblige me by hand- 
ing the eiictosed to the Committee tor con- 
ducting the Election for Westininster. 

Believe me sincerely yours, 

C0CBRAN1E« 

f9 Mr. Samh Brcoks^ 

To the EUclors qf HVtstmimsUrs 
GciiTLiufK,7*-BeiQg unable to colnrey 
in words the sensations I experience hi ie> 
fleeting on the manner m which yon hate 
returned me to Parliament, I shall leave k 
to you, who axe capable of such acts, to 
C»tunate my feolingp. Permit ac, how- 
ever, in acknowledging the receipt of your 
Letur of the iOth lost., and transmitled 
ta me thfoogb your Comflsittoe, totiaspase 
a little on your attention, to oSor my oon- 
sratulatioDs on the eflfeet which has already 
oecn Bcoduced by the example set by you, 
on a mrmor oocasioQ, to the Electors of the 
United Kic^gjdom, and to anticipate, that on 
every hifuie rocorrence to the dective fran- 
cbisOf fhfi x^oble pnnciple ibr which yon 
are oontendinf will be felt more strioogly, 
and that '* the People^ ronsmg from their 
<< apiiLhy/' will imitate the City of West- 
mioiter i^ tb^ piwilyof their £lectioai« 
<— *<-^In tiMs vifw of dm srabfeet, Gentle^ 
iViOt li mim oi faiiRcaag8aiii.iateyeBontho 
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the t^aiin* BraeM : imd btilig MIy con- 
vinced that dissolutions of Parlialnent ^bii- 
tribute U} the efnaacipation of the Crowi^ 
even more (in the present Itaieof the Bm^ 
preseniation) than to the* Liberty of the 
Sulnfoct, f confess that I am Mt one tf 
those who ^mtklpale that the late taoiniini^ 
tional xneasure will be followed by a breadk 
of the law.-' — Gentiemen, sm part oFtkn 
canr of the 'times aeemato me nmre absmid 
and bypecrittcal, ohan the dedanation by 
party #ien ogakut what they term thfe 
V (mmbebning influence of the Cioivm,^ 
wlsennhe foot Is ooMlriouB to ua ali, th« the 
miii^ Faction in Parliament aeitetheof^ 
Uoei of Stale, 9md share thorn a m mgi f 
tboBuelvof . If a doubt u to this timh ia 
entertaintid by any one, het him reflect on 
the language of the Parties Umnselver, 
^* Such an Aiiministration cannot stand.'' 
And why, Gemletnen? not because thk 
Royal protection has been withdrawn, bnt 
because a soffidcnt number do not agree at 
to the division of the spoil. What mativ^ 
has the Grown for supporting ecandalom 
abuses that are hostile to the imeretftsof tho 
public ? As far as the question regards 
those who btten on the (dunder of their 
Country, it is ncasdless for me io put it« 
Our liberties in these days are not in danger 
fimn Violent and open exertne of R^af 
Authority', iuch acts being tree from tba 
doorptioB practised by > the moCk Eepresen* 
tatiTOb of the People, would not be tolefated 
for an instant. No, Gentlemen, it is by 
the House ofComraons alone that the Con- 
stitution is subverted, the prrrM;atives ef 
the Crown usurped, the Rig\m of th« Peo* 
pie trampled upon.-^-r<kntlemen, I shall 
not attempt to enumerate the decisions of 
the late House of Commons, that will stamp 
indelible disgrace on the memory of the 
principal actors, who cannot escape firom 
(he contempt and execration of posterity, 
like the nameless individuals who composed 
thdr corrupt majorities. The effecis^ bow- 
ever, of the syitem of corruption can ht 
more briefly sutod^^the prolongation of War 
—the increase of the National Debt— 4he 
depreciation of our currency — the disap^ 
pearance of our coni — the stagnation of our 
commerce, and the consequent unexafopied 

embarrassment of our manufacturers. 

These are the 'result — for all which evils^ 
Gentlemen, there is no remedy but in the 
control thM would be exerdsed oter the 
pnMie^ expenditure, by an honest House m 
Commons, and in the atrentioti that such a 
House would pdif to the interest of the 
Siita« Without a change fa the frinOpH 
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B)«w4NildEaPtM% in ite poMcoiitM^of 
tiiUflpV Fmdiic» th* Wnflitf antiiripaisd hf 
dKMew^^ w^ Mt «iif4M thai llwt«tQufa^ 
tur«iRI»oC F«iiM ufKbraeU tkoM a£ fik^ifipd 

aulMta^ cMscoaannmal diipotf fcrwbicfa 
w«, comnwiflidra wac ihal liaa QDift:a» ifii«< 
^fi|0i4r<«4 MUikm st^lwg fa. aunt'tliaD 
i^imld lM^f««aittUlai«l thtt NaiifloaLOAi)^ 
wlia& 1. vai jteva aboiu two fomB^ii^ 
FiMMh y a d i » iai(fKinL undoB Mmim, 
vf^m. thance diamtimttttiy om mAp ta ilia 
n^ghbpiiriiig Siatatrof IBatbmjh kut aa 
SpaSoi and CYjCAtoGibaakar! Glaatv fv 
tlu» HM oft thfl firitiih fleet ialba^ Master* 
npaaiit wa&bisrai^ Croiadiflidon^ 
Bwoafiarte^. bficwue it wai dieapetl 1 
aa^ io. posaaMiMi. of .oflbial dncuBacntai ta 
pcov« theta fticia.. Tho atom wt»iuli ol 
£agti3k goMb, whioh aSbrdad paofit^aihe 
m f rcha ft t voot: by tte wiMftot ttada that is 
b«)afiQiallia;aiQDiinlry^ Imk b^ taUojt tho- 
doUart oUact^i m tba GooiMistaiT Gooa 
ra)« wfao Amiisbed .thaniiwitk biUs an 30/ 
pancant. prgnium^paidouiQCjaourpocketik 
— Ttl^ch: Yf^i thfi Qpune of ezchaage oautadi 
b)i the doDaodffor^ specie for the Sicilian 
svimdji aiid,fQftthefpay and. maiatcnance^ 
o£ an army of. 1:6,000 men, to prolong the 
oppceatioM oH sk people,^ who weiie able 
and wilHng to defend tbaai9elwes|,hut not 
to uphold the.'tfnnn|ro£ %wiGkBd Govern^ 
nent, whose aj^muiibie despotism had 
Bitefe a desert oFthe most fertile soil in the 
world. A spot which was opce the jpanary 

of Home. To return, ho.wevcr, to oar 

own Ii>ll7> and to the catise of the ruiii of 
our ti^de, which the abolition of the Orders 
in ^Council canqot restore^ although their 
promulgation contributed to destroy it — let 
mecall yoiir attention. lo^he total negieetof 
Minifttera to the prindplo of the* navigation 
lawsi, which wene the ftiundation ef' tfae^ 
' commorciali greatnessi of this country^ and 
oh i\gi naval superiority ; and in dcmg* so 
now, yoa will remembeiv that I have more 
th» oBce noticed the subjeoi, and that I 
stilted to you, three years ago^ bom docu-> 
menu presented to the House of Commons, 
that ^eie were tfaiSh actually 37,000 io^ 
reigaseameu (the greatest part of whom 
baioogod! to countries, subject to France) 
^np^yri« in.the^ trade of ibf Thames«-« 
Ves, Gentleaun^ oftheRliwr Tbames!--. 
^^iltt' in the same yeap there were only 
^^000 Brkish sailors^ oocupied in its^ooaa- 
» te and i from all'parts of ' the Conti- 
alth««igh the- mnrlde^ of> Spain kad 
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mia^waieewiirtteMMe 
of dbe 'wnni abandonment ^ the Ofder^ 
in- doimcil,. wMst thof were neninattf 
npkelA » of fttid iu^nliB B n.c, VMnvpi^ 
as ifris.tte.namieaf -cofruptlentetprea^^ 
in eidbpte oKawHe the patronage of Mioif. 
teas, by Ale pro/lis- mhti^ ^indmAnb 
fmn a monopoly ef^tnri^i aodf tfke safe of 
li e a n sas i a disgineeM traffic— derogatory 
tadbechafacttv of thenadon — thus are we 

iiwoWed im war wMa America. nort- 

fbl, h iep e pm , ae tlie mevnm we hate 
pennedi Jnwe bean, ouT' total neglect of 
othme has peoeed stW more pn^icialr' 
foe whilst France hks i^eicted the evils of 
war. Off intimtdatati surrounding States 
into complisttce with her vieWs, we, who 
havepesoesiedthefaeilttiesio direct every- 
portion o£ oar iwee to* tmlinown points 
wiihia the eortensive pange of two thousand! 
milat of mnprotected more, 4iave never 
even^ omit » demonstratibar witfr mtentien^ 
toe disturb the eneny'l projects, and force 
him to keep his. fegions ae home, where 
they must be paid: smd' maintained by the 
lYeasupy of France;' but have kfk him at 
full liberty^ te prueeeute His phun at tfie 
expense of our Allies, or in dieway^most 
conducive to his interests: and*, surdy^ 
none oonld" soit him batter than te fix the 
little army of England in the centre of thr 
Peninsula, where its movements are not of 
a desultory nature^ and where, admitting 
the great ability of its Goo&mander, a cmn*- 
paratively small portion of the enemy^^- 
force il fully* adequate to cennteract icr 
k/tcmm nwv^menlsi <' Just as barbarianr 
engage at boning, so you make war widi- 
Philip; for when one of these receives ar 
blow, that blow engages him : if struck iir 
another part, to that part his hands are* 
shifted ; but to ward off the blow^, or tf»' 
watch* his^ antagonist, for this he hath*- 
naitfaer skill nor spirit. Even* so, if 
yon hear that Philip i» in the- €hersone» 
sua, yeu«send forces thither; if ih-Thertno* 
pyle^ thither; if in any other place, ytn^ 
hurry up and down, you follow his stand** 
ard;'— &it no uaefU scheme iat carrying* 
^' the' war— -no wise pvovisibne are^ever 
thought ofi until you hear of some enterprise* 
iaetecntton.or already craMmed ^ftB'success: ' 
Tbey^whoHxmdact a -war with pmdence, are^ 
not to follow, but to direift events. Bur*' 
yon, Athenians'! though^ possessed 6f' the 
greatest powOr of ail kklcb, Ship»; Ihfon'> 
try^ Cavalry, Treasure f yet ta this day, 
have never employed any of them-seasoiw' 
ably.** — ** It is no^ ih^ our power tapto» 
vide a force abii^tamdeiihimiktNenypett^ 
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BMf IniC wi HUMC harass him bf depredi- 
tioos : thus (he war must be carried on." 
^— ^Geotlemeo, as the dnratioa of war, 
by increasinj^ the taxeii witt oocasioa the 
pennanent decaf of our oommercey you 
will forffive my traBscriUnf these obsorv- 
ations, ddivercMi by one of the ablest men 
of former tknesi as they are very applicable 
to Qw situation. What part of those kinff- 
doiDs would be secure from attacks if the 
French possessed a naval superiority, with 
only M,000 troops al their disposals— ft is 
obrious that there must be in every dis« 
trict a fofce equal to thai which the enemy 
could bring against it? I shall abstain 
from directing your attention to particular 
objects in illustration of the fact, for the 
reasons given in my first Letter which I 
had the honour to address to your Com- 
mittee. Gentlemen, I cannot avoid 

stating a fact to you which I have often 
offered to prove at the Bar of the late cor- 
rupt House of Commons ; namely, that 
whilst our commerce has decreased, that 
kind of trade ^iriiich is most beneficial to a 
State, has augmented on the shbres of the 
enemy, in a prodigious ratio, and the pro- 
duce of the Northern and Southern Pro- 
vinces is freely interchanged under the pro- 
tection of the abuses m our Admiralty 
Courts, which afibrded it better security 
than all the batteries of France ; the plain 
reason for which is, that each of the nu- 
merous coasting vessels must, for the be- 
nefit of th^ Court, be separately condemn^ 
ed, at an expense greater than was for« 
,merly demanded for the adjudication of an 
Indiaman! Gentlemen, the rapacity of 
the Courts is frequently not satisfied by 
appropriating the whole proceeds to them- 
seWes, but the captors are compelled to 
pay an additionai sum lor thus performing 
a service to their country. Gendemen, 
that you may have a correct notion of a 
Proctor's bill, | take the liberty of enclos- 
ing one for your inspection, which I as- 
sure you, may be considered very mode- 
rate, being only 6 fathoms and a quarter 
long, or 37 feet 0— whereas I now possess 
others, that extend to 50 feet ; but I pre- 
fer sending this to your Committee, as it 
is the one produced by myself in the House 
of Commons, and by the venerable Earl 
of Suffolk in the House of Lords — the ex- 
hibition of which was pronounced, jby the 
present Lord Chancellor (the brother of 
the Judge of the Admiralty Court) to be 
*' a species of nuammrf^ never before wit- 
ncsyped within those walls, and altogether 
ttohtcoming the gravity of that branch of 
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the Legislature."— Whedier the atteiapt 
to expose abuses, which paralyse the effi>rt» 
of the British navy, deserve the sq^^a 
thus cast npon it, by so grave a ch»^er, 
I l«ive you, Gentlemen, to determine. ■ ■ • 
I beg that the items may not pass uiiob«> 
served, where the Proctor notes his pcca- 
niary reward for attending, feeing, coa* 
suiting, and admonishing himself, in hm 
other capacity as Marshal, of all which he 
makes an affidavit, for which ^abo her 
chartftt a fee ! — :-! am aware thayfhave 
tres^aied longer already on your atleouoa 
than I ought tb have done, had the port 
principles on which you conducted tbe 
election allowed me to address you per- 
sonally; however, as this opportunity did 
not occur, you will, I trust, forgive my 
adding an extract from a sUtement wUcb 
I maae two years ago in the House of Com- 
mons, on the subject of the Navy Xsti* 
mate, with a view to contrast the rewards 
granted /^vr different kinds of services.^— --^ 
Gentlemen, it appears on the Pension List 
of the Navy, for the year 1810, that** thir- 
ty-one Commissioners, Commissioner^' 
wives and Clerks, have .fS^StfO more . 
amonest them than is paid to all the 
wounded Officers of the Navy offngland ! 
— Thirteen daughters of Admirals and 
Captains, some of whom f(^i ia the ser- 
vice of th|f country, have amof^jit them aU^ 
frt>m the gratitude of the liaMfHi ai «M le^ 
than a Commissioner's widow ! — viz. 

4 Daughters of the gallant Capt. Courtiiey» 

.i'iO lOs. each per ann. 
I ditto of Adm. Sir A. Mitchell,^ j 
t ditto of Admiral Epworth, f g 
1 ditto of Admiral Kepple, >J^ 

1 ditto of Captain Mann, i^ 

i ditto of Admiral Moriarte, ^^ 

Captain Johnson receives £45 a year for 
the loss of an arm : and poor Lieutenapl 
Chambers, who lost both his legs, gete 
«£80, whilst the Clerk of the Ticket Of- 
fice retires on £1100. To speak less ia 

detail, SI Flag Officers, 22 Captams, 60 
Lieutenants, 180 Masten, 36 Surgeons, 
tS Pursers, 91 Boatswains, 97 Guniiert, 
202 Carpenters, 41 Cooks, oou the ooon- 
try«;£'4,028 less than the ntt praends^ 
the sinecures of Lords Arden, Caxndei^ 
and Buckingham t— All the superanniiated * 
Admirals, Captains, and Lieutenants, have 
but <£l,0l2 more amongst them than Earl 
Camden's sinecure alone ! — ^All that 'a 
paid to the wounded Officers of the British 
Navy, and to the wives and children of 
those dead or kiUed in actioui does not 
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Mwunt, by ^214, to as much at Lord 
Arden's sinecure t^Jkt Marquis of Buck- 
ingham's sinecure will maiotaiu the whole 
victualling departments at Chatham, Dover, 
Gitoaltar, the Downs, Heligoland, Malu, 
Cape of Good Hope, and Rio Janeiro, and 
l^ve ce5,4W in the Treasuiy^ Three of 
these comfortable smecures would main- 
Ub the Dockyard Establishments at Ports- 
mwith and Plymouth; and the sinecures 
and offioes executed wholly by deputy, 
would nttore than ms^inuin the oidmary 
esublishoietitpf'aU the Rpyal Dock-y^ds 
in the Kiii[gtf66i. ; Calculating at the litc 
of allowance made for Captain Johnson's 
amf, Lord Arden's sinecures are equal to 
the value of 1,025 Captain'i arms ; or, by 
poor Lieutenant Chambers' pension, to 
488 pair of Lieutenants' legs*!!"-- — 
Comment is unnecessary: sudh, Gentle* 
men; i| the reward for hmg and faithful 
servicer ; that, for exertion, I have already 

she^ you. Thus the war lingers on, 

the supplies for which are voted by those 
who are interested in its continuance : nor 
wiR it ever be terminated successfully in 
pitched b;i(tles by the military force of 
England against the resources of France, 
Even on the supposition of perfea equa- 
lity, more men would perbh before the 
contest could 'be decided, than England 
now maintains on the Continent — couul we 

supply the deficiency? -Gcnilcmen, to 

shew vou that^Wert^is ilo hope from a 
change of Party; unless a Reform in the 
Commons House ^ parliament shall pre- 
viously take place, " the pensions given 
by the late Whig Administrations to Com- 
missioners, Clerks, and others, whom 
they forced out of office^ to make room lor 
tfadr friends^ amounted ia 13 months to 
«f 1,608 more than the present Adminis- 
tration have given away in the three years 
that have elapsed since,**— i. e. up to the 
year 1810. — —The examnle of the indus- 
tri«Kf bee demonstrates, by the lawS' of 
Nature, that the drone is not to live at the 
expense of the community — notwithstand- 
ing what the Whigs have said of smecures 
heing h^td by tenure, equal to that of free- 
hold property. J have the honour to be, 
Gentlemen, respectfully, your obedient 
WMnbleoervam; ' Cocheani; 

^h f^rtmm'square, Oct. 14. 



Sir, 



MR. qOBBf TT, 



■ A 



I am the father of a family, and much 
interested that my children should ba' 
taught, uuth at a vtcy early period of life. 
In consequence of thb desire it has been' 
my custom never to prevent them from 
reading controversial writings upon any 
sul^ject. I lay it down as an axiom, thac 
the mind, if it be not restrainod by an i»* 
proper bias, will rest, at last, upon Troth. 
1 am led tp address you now from having , 
Waited a long time for the promised refu- 
tation of Pame's Third Part of the Age of 
Reason, by your good Rector of Bptley. 
By some means Paine's work has gotinta. 
my family, and as that Gentleman says that 
it ought to have an antidote, and that he 
can furnish that antidote, I am very anxious 
to have it for my children and for myself, 
as I would not willingly continue iik 
error. 

I should state to you, that when this sub- 
ject Was adtatcd before, in order that it 
might be oT benefit to the bodies of some 
persons as well as to their souls, a few 
lovers of Truth entered into a subscription 
to purchase a young pig, which we have 
endeavoured so to feed, - as to make it 
worthy of the occasion, and which we 
mean to offer to the Worthy Rector, upon 
the publication of his book» to be conferred 
by him upoii the mo^t deserving church* 
gcting poor man in the parish. When wo 
undertook this charge, we had no idea but 
that the work would be out long before we 
coiild fatten our Pig; but. Sir, the animal 
is now so large and so unwieldy, that he is 
no unapt emblem of a dignitary of the 
Church, and really the expense of keeping 
up his fat is so enormous, that. to us, who 
are not in affluent circumstances, it is a 
matter of very serious import. I lu^^ . 
therefore. Sir, that you will beg of your 
Parson to hasten a little with the work, that 
the poor man may have his gift, and my 
friends and myself be eased of the buiden 
of the pig. 



I am, SiF| truly youn, 



VttM* 



Oct. W, 18U. 
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vpoD this sabjecv I> WILUAM COBBETT. 
Of Botfey. in mmpihure, pot apoo reoora 
tlie folfowwg fttctt: to wh: tint, do tbe f4th 
ih«e> liMf tlM Mlii#«iif *rtlele mm pth^ 
lifbed iir A LNidoir uewt-fiper, crfle# the 

CovRrm : **• The Mnday asiMigtt the IjO^ 

« CAL MlLlTf 4, wfakb brake oet et £hr, <vas 
^^/ortutiaieh Mipprened on T^<hieiday Ov th« 
^arrival or lb«i^ famdnms of the GERMA?^ 
«^LEOION CAVALRY frem Bury, imdevtbe 
M eominuid of General AncklaiKl. Fivt* of the 
^ rini/leadere were trie(M>y a CourtMarttal^ and 
^ se^enad to tecHte 500 (osfcci eachy pan of which 
^ piMiaheiefiC fbey reeeived oU' If ednetdey, and 
<^ a pert wai remitted. A a$ * fp w§ffor ikAr kmtp^ 
** meki waft the ground of the eoi | l h i i* rthat ey- 
^ cited tUfe nnfiDOiis spirit^ which< occaiioocd 
^ the tten td sArroimd their officen, and denHmd 
^what ther MmmtA theit arrears. The first 
^ dinHon of the Geman Legion halted yesterday 
** at Newnuurket eu their return* to Mry." — ^ 
That, oo the Ist July, 1809. I published^ in the 
FotideaT Register, an Article censoring, in the 
slrengest terms, these phfceedhigs; that, for so 
dnfaig, tlie Attorney General proeecnted, ae sedi» 
tUMtt UbeUerS) and by £».Offide; IHformntiMi, 
me, and aise my printer, my pablisher^ and one 
ef the principal retailers of the Pelitioal Register ; 
thtt I was brought to ttial on the I5th Jun^ 
ItlO, lid mBy % • 8|^eelal Jnry, that is «o say, 
Iw IS AMI ent of 46 npfKiinted 1^ the Mtttcr of 
tie Cinwn Oflice, Ibmid gnil^; that, «i Hie 
SOtfa of the same'mobth, I was oompdied to give 




lyMftfasy 
^th), a Tipadiff „ 
down from London in order to seke meu por- 
tomdly ; thnr, on the 9th of July, l8io, i; togo- 
ther with m {Nrimer, publisber, and the newt- 
■pn^ were Mouf^t into the Gt>«r of KaigV 
Bench to reoeive judonent; thm. the three 
Ibnner were sentenced to be imprisoned for 
some months fn'the Riog^ Bench prbon; that I 
WIS ientenced- to be impritoaed Ibr tin> yeai% In 
Henrgate,. the. mmx fe ceytn ci e ht maMhetotv, 
and the front i^fKrbicI^ is-the scene tfnenMniaB 
hangings in the course ef erery year;, tet the 
part ofOie prison in which I was sentenced to be 
cenined^ is sometlmer nihabited by felons, that 
fetooB wen nctudty In ii«t the-thne I entered 
it ; that one man was taken out of it t» be tnns* 
ported in about 48 hours alter I was put into the 
eame yard witl^hiii ; dnd thtjT it is die place of 
eonfinement for men ^ty of unnatural Crimea, 
of whom there are four in it at this time ; that, 
%Hidee this imprisonment, I was sentenced to 
pty a thousand pounds TO THE KJMk and to 
ii?e security tar my good behaviour lor seven 
yeaisy myself in the sum of 3,000 pomub^ and 



iw0mrH6m hi the iiMi of i,dMjmMif 
that the wftoleef this sentekiee IMS Mb«£i 
upon moy that I have been fan|^riBo»6d the twy 
years, have paid the thousand ixmde TOTHE 
KfNG, attd hafe given the Mi, Tktfo^ Brwwu 
aed JMet Walcer, Esqwr. behi^ ny ttrMM; 



•■« X'VCCr wv ■i^m, X4i^Mmm» w^/w^ m^j —"■»«■ ■ «*■' T 

that the Attorney Oemral^Hi Sir VMhTGibie^ 
the Judge who sat ni the trial 1^.01^ BBanbeMi^ 
the four Judges whosat »t pasdngsentence FBy i 
boRMilfh, Grose, Le Bltac.and BailjHr: and Wmt 
the jurars were, Ihomas Rhodiite orBnmUn#' 
Road^ Johi DntStof CkmftttlrMb lP^m€,Mme^ 
EUis of Tottenham Govt Rdni^ Jdhn B^nrdn 
of Bayswater^ Thomas Maiaham of Baker 8ti^eeC^ 
Robert Bfealhcote of High Street Blvyieboaey 
John Maud of Yerk Hace MarVlebone, ^iecHegt 
Begster of Ghittch Tewaee AneUtt, IhonM 
Ti^rofRedlionSanare, ParkI Beaae af St. 
John Street, WilUnnh Pahner of Upper StOM^ 
Isftngton, Aenry ^vre of Ml MslU; that He 
Prime Bfinisteraf dtfinur t^M thne Were Spettcer 
Peede^ until he wan shoVbvJohvB^ffihldiMlW 
andal^r that Robert B. Jenkinsdn, Bufofli^ 
verpool ; that the pipseentien and senteaee toA 
phice in the reign oT&ing George tbe 1liif49.nnd 
that, he havfog become maaneduHdlM^Stoprt. 
smNneat, the 1»000 pdttndsvrasrnaitf In Ikfean^ 



the Prince Regent, aifaii behalf; tfiat,ddbia|^nqr 
knnrisonmeat, I wrote and published 56»Fiiiya' 
and Letters iipen political sul^iects; tlia^ ^(■'■■i 
the same time, I wh^ vi^ted by persons mm 197 
dtSes and towns, many of tbem'as asort o/deiNi- 
tieafhMn Soeietks or Quhiv^ x^^^^qwu 
Aon of nw hnprinnnent^ on m^ ^}^* i^^p 
a great dhner waa ^en in Mnden fcr ih^ pun* 
peee of receiving A^ atwhid^ dinner npwar^e of 
eOO peitoM were present, and at wfaidi Sit 
fMoels^vrdettiinMded; HMtdfamersandoliMi^ 
parties weeeheM on the sapie o ecaaio D ha awny 
other piacea in England; that, on my Uf^ I 
I was reorived at Alton, the flgttown lil 
rfdre, vrith -the rtelpog of the ftefoh iiwv; 
a raipeistable oempanymet mesiadFgim ma^- 
dwner aft Wkxheeler; that I wai dsasaa htm 
more than the distance of a mile into Boli^ by 
the people ; that, upon my arrivafin the vfflan^ 
I Arand alt ttte peo^e amembled to receive met 
tbat Beondudedthe da^^ by etfMninff to thW 
th» cause of my hnprisooment, and by ^li^r 
them clear notiaos respecting the ADgging of tka 
Local MHitia-meo at Ely, and respecM tte f 



ftfroopi; ai 
eniatieQlbr 



ma^ltuOf^^ 



mow than aceitepenMrtion tbr my los see a ft d aT 
- - ' - heartiandi 



my aaiferiags, I am in neiftet hearab 

and, thoufiPnuist^ forthosakeof als 

feel the £minution that has been asadehi mT 

property (AiilddMr f r right in me to doeMie WT 

iffferofa imbeertption), I have the comMobi » 

see gn»«<i«vp three sonb, upon-wtmonl^eaiila^ I 

trustt •*^**^«*^^^^*^2S^'*J3Uii«M 

fistdp, JtilfSSitaiS. 
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THE PEOfLE OF MANCHESTER, 

Cn iJu ^eeck of Mr, Cantimg^ made at a 
dinner reoe&llyffven h'uu^ in Ikat^ Town* 

In t^ last number oT xsrf Register, I 
comniented upon a S(>eech of Mr. Canning, 
made at a dinner 'a( Liverpool. I was my- 
self satisfied with the exposure there made; 
hut, seeing that he has brought' forward 
.some n^w tricb upon his slagfe at Manches- 
ter, it may not be amiss to make another 
exhibition of his pegs and wires. 

Froih ail the circumstances which t have 
been able to come at, I am satisfied that his 
inviters at Manchester, as well as at Liver- 
pool, consisted of persons who thrive, and 

' vome of whom depend for estistence, upon 
war ana taxation. Oaenrigfathalretheo|ki, 
that stKh persons would not be thus for- 
ward in exposing tbemtelves to the execra- 
tions of the people by insulting their mise- 

L ries ; but, the opportunity of triumphing in 
their success, ^ a conflict against the liber- 
ties of the people, appears ta have been too 
alluring to be resisted. 

The first part of Mr. pamiing's speech 
cocisjsted of lofty boasting of iht/riendsAipf 
the kindness^ the generosity f which he had 
experieiKed in the county of Lancaster ; and 
he afiected to feel a deep sense of gratitude 
for the honour^ as he called it, which had 
been conferred upon him. Whether he was 
able to utter this, or his auditors to listen 
to It, without bursting out in laughter, is 
more than I can say; Vut, they lx>tb Well 
knew, that u^ their connexion, there existed 
no svcli thing as friendships kindness^ or 
gimrosiUf. They welf knew that they 
were brought together bv the desire which 
both had to fatten upon the public property. 
They sought a man ' likely to assist iii the 
prolongation of war, the extension of the 
taxes, and the treating of emoluibents In 
'which they bojkd to share, or in which 
thqr alieady d^d share ; and Ae, on his side, 
fipu^ht fjoor a set of people, ^ho were able 
to give^m a passport into Saint Stephen's, 
«u^ tfa^iiaitofthft laMiiotiaf arotteii 



borough,' though, !n reality, the people of 
Liverpidol, properly so called, have no mora, 
power to choose represeiitatives than havs^ 
the people of Winchester, or of Cattoiii«' 
ThiS'hoast of Mr. Canning was, therefore, 
as ridiculous as that of the ass loaded with 
holy relics, except that in the latter case» 
the boaster was not allowed to share in the 
profits of the fraud, in the carrying od iC 
which he Was an instrument ; whereas ia , 
the case of Mr, Carnimg and his supporters, ^ 
the basis of the alliance was that «f 
snacks! 

After i reasonable time spent in vdry^ 
nauseous self-congratulation upon his isuc*. 
cess at Liverpool, he came to speak upoift 
the two great subjects, PEACE aiftl RlB* \ 
FORM; and, tboug^i I have6bserved la, 
my last upon what he said on the subject o£ 
peace, I caonot refrain from making some 
obstrritioiii bere wpan wliat he lafd at 
Manchester upon the same subject ; because, , 
upon this occasion, he went more fully iiiti» 
it, and laid' doWn the principles, upon, 
which he and the Wellesleys, and, indeed^ . 
the ministers and all the partisans of war, 
defend the continuance of the present sys- ' 
tem of fbt^ign policy. We will here take^ 
a passage from his speech, which will ett*' 
able us to judge of his views. He said^ 
** that if the question was simply peace hk^ 
'* war, all would be for peace ; because sU 
^* men know its value» and all men know ^ 
<*^ the evils of war. But this is nottha' 
"only question— HoW can PEACE, a ^ 
" Peace which will not, almost movatnii^ [ 
** rify, lead to auother War, be obtained? 
" — How can weobtaiii a Peace whiek Will \ 
" rem&Pi the disti'esses contained of by \ 
" the ManufMcturerSf and wnich will opea ' 
" a permanent JUtd fbr Commerce f Cef-* 
^^ taiuly, not by falling piiostrate at the feet ' 
" of our enemy, and throwing ourselves da * 
" his mercy.-- — It cannot be done by asfc- 
** ing for mercy where there is none. That 
" ^evidence haying let the Scourge ofKa* ■ 
*' tions loose upon Mankir^, we ought f4 
'' submit to himj HE DENIED. The evil 
" of War is great, but to secure a safe^md 
" hoaourable lasting Peace, the «nty waf 
(( if for the Natioa to put forth all its i 
U 
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«< silM, and GRAPPI^E FOR It.-^ — ^Wc 

«* have be^ told, said he, that Peace will 
*<^r/ai% Jviogproapority^. ' NolhiQgcan 
^< be more failacious. The boldest apolo- 
^^gtst for our efiemy, and the loudest advo* 
*f cSitt ofjbis measorttf couM not deof^ 
«* ^ by ai^ j^pace tb^ is ^ gained by 
** successful war, we should gain nothing; 
** for we shoutdtfoPro/r the power cfmis^ 
♦i djii^in his hinds. With dt ihe power 

^ g{. l4< Ofliinent («4^ *** iispml^ A 
^ would sldl war dkoinst the commerce of 
** Ihi^ country^ and continue ihe^ evils of 
^^ wfucK we have' too much ocwion to conir 
**Piain^ pyi wfuch a hollow peace will not 
*^ remove. His measures of annoying cocb- 
♦* merce, he would emplpv io-morrow,^ Jf 
'^ we signed a peace with hm (p^dojfi and 
•'everjr soldier was withdrawn from the 

*** hostile contest. I^r. Canning pro- 

*<*ceeded to say, that he could not Tor his 
*^ pan see how peace, not in tbe greatest 
*^^dej;r^e dishonpurable to us as a nation, 
^ tbuld be made. He said, he did not pre- 
*^'Cend to say, that peace could not bepro* 
** cut^d, at any price — but he was sure it 
*' could not at this time, be obtain^l with- 
*^ but dishonour. Tbe hour after signing 
^ the articles of such a peace, every deicrcc 
^ of the enemy a^inst commerce might bej 
** repeated, and we then should have no 
** ri^hl io comptain-^no right to remok" 
*^ iUate.' Let the enemy retain /i<5 present 
^ power ^ and the sealing of such a peace 
**' would be sealing our own condemnation^ 
^^^Left with all his powers to apply to one 
*^^ object, our commerce must fail. Thus 
^ It appears, he said, lo him^ that the ad- 
^ vocates for immediate peace must either 
*f submit to such a one as Would degrade 
** the nation into poverty and contempt, or 
*i begin inew war to repair the blunder «f 
^\ tbe peace too hastily made. When the 
^^ anient government of France existed, 
*^w1iat Englishman would have risqued, 
'^ such a peace ? But bow much more dau- 
^^ (^er is there und^ the present order of 
*\ Slings in that country, with the conti- 
*Vtiefital influence arvi power possessed by 
*Mt9 present ruler, who, from his educa- 
<Mion, his habits, and his insatiable ambl- 
'Mion grasps at so much, that i^erely for 
H tbe sake of sel/ defence^ Great Bi itain is 
**, tmder tlie necessity of conlendhn^Jor her 
^^ share of the influence and power of Uie 

had been wanting to con- 

^ shallowness of Mr. Can- 

or rather the pari of the 

^ayng^^^p^^kct^; would have been 




quite sufficieiit far the porpost. ^Afier 
what has beat said upon ^ topic in m|r 
lasVoiiivlier, I wUf not lo^ dwdfnpam 
the cant here anin^ resorted to about Ol* 
vine Providdice having te looee Nmlinar 
to scoteigc 08 ; I will not longer dweniiipift 
this, fpeciineii of detestable. hjSfief^^it 
low nmmmery, than just to observe vfim 
a new idea which the canting Speaker has 
iattoduoed upon this oiicasibn; which b 
this ; that though fVoyidence has let tfs^ 
pdbon loose upon usj we 0i4ghi noij^Mdk* 
mil to him; but ougbt Jto grap||k wiil| 
him. The Right Hon. . casuist ooes aoi 
appear to have made even an attempt to 
prove the truth of this doctrine, ivhidi 
rests solely upon his bare assenioa. H^ 
tells us, that Provideqce has let Bij|0i»*» 
parte loose upon us, and let him^lcosi 
upon us as a scourge too. Now, i|musi( 
be either right or wrong in Biionapaile to 
scourge us; if wrong, then is Mr. .Can* 
ning, the pious Clerk of the H^oaper^ th( 
accuser of Divme Providmce.; if it ic 
right in Buonap^^'t^ to scourge us, how 
dares the Clerk of th^ Hanaper a;iaert th^t. 
we ought not to submit to such scpuisiiig? 
if any neighbour lets his tqastiflT loose UMp 
me^ 1 kiU the maetiff if l«aa^ hm mtm 
it is wrong in my neighbpu^ tn^ J||^| .wasr. 
tiff loose upon me, and I bav^ a right to 
attack my neighbour (be so, doing. '■*^" 
case is just the opposite as to the emp 
ment of Buonaparte, unless Mr. Can . ,^^ 
meant to make him and Pfovidenoe paiitH^ 
cipators in the guilt. Besides, as I eb*. 
served before, in all our KiQg's speech^ 
and in all our, prayers militant, we 
assume, that w^ have FroTidcace. m 
OUR SIDE, with which assumpdoo Ifr*^ 
Canning's doctrine is completelv at waiTt, 
The i^mg in his speeches {and in ^theat' 
which are. now mrae in his beha^l|,Jt» 
variably holds forth to us the hope oflg^*- 
cess to be derived from tbe aid of {Krhi* 
Providence. In like manner the ptayecs 
whith we are commanded to nui, w jft, 
account of the war conteinplate ProvrnMe, 
as being on bur sTde against a moei i|ldE9dt 
and bloody enemy. |^t, what wfetched^ 
What scandalous hypocrisy, l^rould , alldMS^ 
be, if the speech-makers and pray^n^k^. 
e^s, believed with Mr- CZanhing^ 0iat Oiis. 
same Providence was not oiil^ aipioa't us in . 
the fi^ht| but actually' had let, loose iq^. 
us the very^enemv against whooi wepraj* 
ed for protection ? . 

. People of Manchoter ] Listen |o me a 
moment, while 1^ explafd td vou thc^caiue 
of this <am bem^ resorted to hj ]Mtr. <J»- 
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■tog^ Hq inHm;: tU f^ cianot U 

Me, ikatf mkbm the'ksi tmeatf xean, 
ymr mvu kt aid t)xt siticaidn of yom- 
mamtfi arc sreadijr dumged ibr the wonc. 
Heknotrii tn^t joa ill fied thattckingdi 
Mi kaovi, that ymv miiicls, in aeebug 
Af itkft csdittf, WftU naturally tura tomurdi 
iimo vhttk haiBt bad tlM povren of goVcn^ 



im 



atWT'^ tesDUites' of ihc aatio^'^m 
' -liaods* lie haa loM yoa herti thatj 
t* |(rtat ia ak power of tlM Mieiiiy^ no 
pfeMte cai he made Ifith kim ; he kaa told 
fo« dtfi t» leave the enemy in ^uiet poe- 
aesettkA of what he has pined is to aeal our 
e«m doom; In abort, be has told you 
that IdnMiy fermicly the rival of fioghmdi 
it-now become to gieat as to make it dan'* 
fMtaa Car fiaglandrto lay by the kwor4 far 
a flMOOit Hehnew} it naturally oc- 
ettrred lo bia mimli te he was proeaedtng 

m hia 4)K^f ^^ f^ ^^^ s^ ^^^ ^ 
cioio dfmi ^cHhk change m order 
la aeepimt Ibr it' upon- mnmds other than 
that of |tf iMtving proce«(ed ' Atim the cor- 
HHtfifif aki feUiea of me^ m power, he 
fetbrta^ at baa ImiI common with all de- 
oehtfo in. aB afte, to a aupcmatmral agen« 
eyS Md^t^bymi, id idain terms,' that it 
It mw i ^r 4A^mi^me^msi of cm 
mirfiHiki$4s^ and who bka to loose the 
^oeeif iipon usw You cannot have fidled 
to obmtve, that ibe war began filth a cry 
agafamc ^* Atheiita and paists.'* ^« Our 
«< Holy Beligion'/ was in danger, you 
ware loU. We combined, with the hmgf 
of Suropeagamst an *^ anti-christian con* 
*' ^infCYf'^ 0f which the immonal.Rous- 
f09H bidv W? were told, Wn the founder. 
Old QfKftpi Ho^ told us, that we must 
ffiH our VMlpey id order to be deG^nded 
aid nst. ^* the eneffiies of God," and to 
pmerfre to out children << the bkased com- 
H|brt< of Hetigion," But, why need I 
tMitlen tbw tbu^t to the people of Man* 
flMllieri who saw some of iheir most eatt*> 
iMMMowQimeo'shousesdemolished amidst 
j^ ahou^ of •• Chi$r(h and King ?" Well I 
Ti»e war took place; we sent knlf^off; 
tommimmuts agalbat Vhose whom our 
(knmagamt c^ted Atheists ^Deists; 
wo; joipiRl lift a Holy le<igue with the old 
(OVwnMmiiMLof Curppe i^inst tivaac whom 
we: oMM 1^ emfmiesi of God.i ami now, 
bfMd*. Wto Icjayne a&ec league has 
U^ ^iMtAji^ when all our alliea hanra 
been ov^rtbrowia* aqd. when we ourselves 
aiif VI jeppaiilhrr $Kit|itig.tbe^tf^ 
war,wl (^ peace, tl«^ who. plunged ua 
i^to ih^ war, and. whq haw Jiad the abso** 
luie amsnrsbip of owe wae mr o as iatbaoon» 



ikiotiog eV it*; thosO' oien have now the 
impuiknce'to tell us, that opr enemies^ 



og 01 

i<knce' 
tha't these aaaaeAtheike and Deists, tboee 
skme foes of Christianity, to (brm Holy 
ieaguc% against wbon> they ^Uad upon u$ 
to give np oiir money ; they have the im^ 
pudebce, the j^roligate impudence, . to tell 
us, that those eoeaues have had, aodjstiU 
have Divine Providence on Mt/r sidj^ .an4 
even fkax Divine Frovidence has let t6Q% 
enemies loose a^m lis/ -^ 

Impudent as this h hi itself, the ^11 ev 
tent of Its impudence is not seen till wo 
oome to view it in coii|um^ti<Ni with other 
pkris 4X (he speech, ahd of the speedt 
latdr made at Liverpool. Tfiere the 
speaker boasu of our victories; there ho 
talks of the wiadbm of Pitt ; of the succesi 
of his measures ; of his repelling the storm ; 
and of h\A hnshmg to poau that whidi 
thi^eatened our destruction S If this wdre 
true, what gMund could there be forthtf 
pretence, that Prpvidoaoe had let loose Ihi 
OMnyiiponus? ' ' 

The oDJect of the passage above quoted, 
was to persuade those who heard it, that 
it was impossible to have peace until somt 
p^, at least, of the power of Nappleoil. 
had been tal^en oiM of his harlds* Mr; 
Gannuig says, that if we leave Buonapart^ 
in possession of his present power, the 
sealing of such a peace would be the sealing 
of our own condemnation. And he says iti 
another place, that merely for the sake of 
self-defence. Great Brhiin is under tho 
necesshy of contendbr for her share of the 
infiuence and power oftbe continent. Sop^ 
posing this to be true^ what a coni^on la 
here! What a humiliating ooufession^ 
What a complete answer to all our boast-t 
ings about victories ! What a stinging 
retort to all the firings of Park and Towe^ 
guns, and all the illuminations of tai^- 
ntherers' bouses! What, then, after 
being told, so many times, that- we had* 
obtained the absolute sovereignty 9f the sea^ 
and had become tnasla'rs of three quar^ri; 
of the gl^e ; after being told that ouramy 
had, at Ijist, rivalled our navy; after all 
tlib; after all the votes of thanks by the 
Hon. House; after all the ffold boxes and 
sworda voted bv the City of London ; are 
we, after all this, to be mid, that our ene>* 
my's conquests have so far outmeasurec) 
ours, that 40 malr^faace vrith him, 1^^;^ 
each party in possessioi^ (^ his conquests, 
would, be to seal our owi^ ^nndenihattf^rj 
Thist ia^ m fact, an acknoudfid^ent of 
dffMi because it dechres, that, in thn 
present state of the parties, we^^^-not 
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iriake peace^ which, aa all the world! 
knows, requires a, greater reliance upon- 
one's self, than is required to make war. 

TTiere is nothing which so decidedly 
proves the superiority of the enemy, as this 
fact of our not daring to make peace^ with 
biip, leaving both parties in possession of 
their present power and dominion. . We 
»re like a gamester, that is to say, if lit, 
<2«iniog's assertion be true,, who his been 



long at play, and who is ruined if he quits are deeply interes • i_ - 

the table. We have lost the game; our 1 mercial concerns. Mr. Cannmg labturs 



not packed up our politUs, and «ir iiit 
trigjues against him. These are what hm 
dislikes; these are annoying to, him, and 
of these he appears resolved to prevent tbe 
importation into his dominions) and intp 
all the dominions over which he has an^r 
influence. This is a matter wdl wortky of 
the serious consideration -of all those yfho, 
are deeply interested in the sucqcss oicpm^ 



adversary has triumphed over us; it is true 
that we still play on, but if we quit where 
we are, we are done for;, and the only 
chance we have, is that of gelling bad 
some part pfwhat we liaye lost. In short, 
we have, according to Mr. Canning, no 
remedy but the desperate one of contnoding 
ibr a reduction of the power of Buonaparte, 
for SI diminution of that power which he has 
won from us and from all the sovereigns of 
Eorbpe united. . 

And do you. People of Manchester, be* 
lieve that the power of Napoleon is to be 
redviced by the Cannings, the Castlereaghs, 
the Wellesleys, and thejenkinsons? Have 
you ever seen any thing in their measures, 
^or have you ever heard any thing . from 
their lips, calculated to . excite such a 
belief! Do you believe that those who are 
unable to drive his armies out of Spain, 
while he himself, at a distance of thousands 
of miles from France, is subduing an Em- 
pire containing, perhaps, forty millions of 
souls, are likely to wrench from his grasp 
any portion of the |)ower that . he already 
possesses ? If you do, you are . in more 
than Egyptian blindness, and to remove 
the film from your eyes, were a task as dif- 
icult as that of bleaching the Ethiopian's 
skiu. 

But, is it true, what Mr.Canning tells you 
about the necessity of our regaining our m- 
JjUunce upon the Contimnt^ in order to open 
a permanent field Jbr our commerce f In 
"iny opinion, nothing can be more fatia- 
€10)11. He tells you, that it is useless for 
you tQ have peace ; that peace will do no- 
thing for your commerce,, because Buona- 
parte may revive all his decrees the. next 
day. You will observe, that Buonaparte 
bas offered to treat with us upon the basis 
of actual pcsstss'wn; that is to say, of 
leaviog each power in possession of aljl the 
territory that it nowliolds. This being the 
case, there wodld, of course, be terms; 
there would t>e a .mitigsuion of the great 
principle of the treaty. Besides, it would 
not be the IT :rest of Buonaparte to exclude 



hard to persuade, you, that the enmity of 
Napoleon is tojoar eonsnerce^ *^ Left/' ' 
says he, " with all his powers to apply tt> 
" one object, our commerce must fidi.'' 
And, therefore, he tells you, that youmiftl . 
keep on the war, till you have reduced tkn 
powers of Napoleon. He thus appetb^* to 
your self-interest, and, .perhaps, with top 
much success. The same sort of efibrt* 
have been continually made, from the be* 
ginning of the war. But, the deceit is 
mani^t. It i^ against the politics of Eng- 
land upon the Continent that iNapoleon is 
at war, and not against her cloths, bcr 
shawls, her calicoes andt hec candlesticks^ 
I am of opinion, on the coilMary, that he 
would encourage a. state of >thiags in which 
England should be the worJcsfaop of JSttrape^ 
provided he could, by a peace, made by 
frank and lionourable men, obtain what he 
would' deem a security a^nst the introdnc- 
tion of English influence, leading to coali- 
tions and wars. Commerce b a thing «on^ 
stituted of reciprocal advantages, and ifcrhy 
should it be at all embroiled with politics f 
Why should not we exchange our wool, 
our tin, our copper, our steel, and oar 
coals,* of all which we have a superabun- 
dance, for the oil, and wine, and torn, and 
hemp, and other things of which we have 
none, or an insufiicient quantity, and of 
whidi France and other parts of the Conti- 
nent have a superabundance? The truth 
is, that there can be no reason why this sfltt 
of exchange should not be coniinuatly gptog 
:no,jaind should not be as free as th e lir , 
except that governments have an interest, 
or, at least, think tliat they have an inte- 
rest separate from that of the people. JWe 
at Botley, for instanccj have more wool 
and more hoops than we can consume ; hut 
we have no claret, or Burgundy, or sallad 
oil ;. while the cuhivators in- France may 
have not half a sufficiency of wool and^ of 
hoops, and want a demand for their wine 
and their oil. Yet if we were at peace to- 
morrow we could not enter upon an ex- 
change of these commodities, thoogh so 
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mfSnifbtlf adnntagfMis toii§ 6b both tficks 
of the water. Our articles would go to 
them, and thSeif's would come to us, so 
loadod witk tastes, that l>y the tkoe that 
the wine reached our lips it would be top 
dear to be drunks except by persons of large 
fortunes. Can there be any reason for this ? 
There' certainly cannot, and I hope to live 
to see the day when the happiness of nations, 
will not be thus obstructed. Our govern- 
inent has always proceeded upon a system 
of commercial monopoly. It has been 
aiming at grasping the commerce of the 
l¥orldy not considilrihg, that in the end it 
Bnist thereby niis^ap> a world of enemies. 
Every war appears to have had the mono- 
poly of commerce in view, and at the same 
time the commerce seems to have been in- 
tended chiefly a^ the means of prosecuthig 
war. We are the first nation that I have 
ever read of, who attenkpted to carry on 
commerce swoid in hand, to fight nations 
in order to compel them to be our custom- 
ers. 'Nothing stirely can be more unnatu * 
ral, and like every other unnatural thing, 
k cannot be of long 'duration. We have 
heretofi)re succeeded in compelling nations 
to purchase our goods and to yield to our 
politics : we have seat out our bales and 
our ambassadors under the same flag. It 
appears to me that we shall never be able 
to do this again. The world, both 0ld 
and new seeing to be la a humour nolong^r 
to sabmit to dur systtai of enforcing com- 
merce, and I am of Opinion that that sys- 
tem is not at all necessary either to onr in- 
dependence or ocnr happiness, nor would I 
carry on the war a single hour for the pur- 
pose of maikUaining that system, 
' Far otherwise thinks the Glel-k of the 
Hanaper. He tells you that you must, be- 
fore you make peac^ obtain by war the 
meank of enforcing a commerce with the 
Gontineat, which, were it nothing else, is 
a most impolitic declaration, seeing that it 
is impossiote that Buonaparte should not, 
by such declaration, be induced to make 
the |;reater exertions in order to prevent us 
from accomplishing stich an object. I wish 
you, above all things, to bear in mind, 
that it u' b\ir poliiiesi and not oar g^whf 
that Napctom withes to ihut ont of the 
€ontioent of Europe ; aad^ that our govern-' 
Bient viewp the goods as' nothing without 
ttie politics, is evidenft from the speech of 
Mr. Canning, who says that we most con- 
tiad lor *< eur shart of the influence and 
^fowtr of the GontiMit." This he re- 
' presents as necessary to the carrying on of 
•ebuaeree ¥rith the Coottntnt.. fiu^ is 



tiwre'any^nith ki this representation?' Has 
America any infilience or power upon th^ 
Cootment ? Yet she has carried on, and 
stiH carries on, an hnibense trade with the 
Continent of Europe. America, it is well 
icnown, has neyer had any share of influ* 
ence or power in England ; but we wel^ 
know how great has been her trade with 
&gland, how enormously great the com* 
mercial transactions of the two countries 
with each other. 

It is,, therefore, a gross delusion^ that 
political influence on the Continent of 
Europe is necessary to us for the purposes 
of coBlfherce; and, indeed^ this is n^vtlf 
a pretence for the carrying on of the war; 
the real object of which war is, on the part 
of men like Mr. Canning, the support oP 
corruption and the augmentation of its 
wages> Mr. Canning introduced the dis- 
pute With Aaierica upon this occs^ion, and* 
said that ^< his oppoitents had expected, by 
^^ the clamour they made about die impor- 
'^ tance of their measures, to have effected 
" a triuinph. They kad prophesied peace 
** wilh America^ because we had made cori' 
** cessians to them. The Orders in Coi|h- 
" cil were repealed to make the experiment. 
^^.The experiment has^ failed. They had 
'' hoped to apply the success of themeasnie' 
"adopted towards America, to their argu- 
'^ ments in favour of France ; but the/ 
*^ have fouad, and the i^tioo is convinced, 
" that concession and hwniliaiion are ofno^ 
i^amilJ^ - 

Whether Mr. Ganniog's opponents at 
Liverpool had prophesied that the repeal of 
the Orders in Council would effect pekce 
with America, is more than I can say. If 
they did so prophesy^ it only proves that 
they understood less of the matter than P 
did -r for I said from the beginning, that 
the repeal of the Orders in Council could, 
not reasonably be expected to have such ai» 
effect. This opinion I maintained by 
arguments which I will not repeat, hxiit 
which, as they were never answered, 
or attempted to be answered, .except 
by personal abuse against myself, I con«^ 
eluded, , and still, conclude, lo have been 
unanswerable. But, what ignorance, or 
what* impudence must that man have, viho^ 
talks of concesaionsj 9ind humilialimg e^n" 
cessions too, made by us to America? Aii> 
the world knows, and we ourselves ' bavQr 
miinf times acknowledged, that our Orders^ 
in Council were a violation of public law^i. 
though, as we asserted, they had been im-»- 
posed on us as a measure of self-defenco 
against the no less tmliiwiul decctes. q£ 
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f'nmoe. We had declared tt^^itHj oyr 
t/mtow for being drirm to die adopcina rf 
Hjch violeoc measuroii add pr^fmcd ifae 
anicious wish of our king, to have an oppor-' 
limityr (rf imkaiuig Ffftace in- the doiog 
awaf of legulaiioiis «o injurioiis lo AaMrioa 
IMid 80 directly in tlie tetth fii ibe public 
lawofnatioiw. Well! Fraoce repealt bee 
tkcrfet, aAdn'tfda^iWfoUow her example 
until, at the ^nd of A year and a half, it is 
proved at the bar of the Hooaea of Partial 
foent, aodprodakBed toihewhde^oild, 
ihsit the not. rtptaliog of enr Oidera in 
(Council 19 prodoci^g infinite misepy ia oar 
•wxi Couotiy^ Thtti, and nol tilk^ben^ 
we ffepe^ dccveea which we had a hundred 
linet-^lver acknowledged to be a vioktioa 
«f the rights of America ; aitd it is this re^ 
peal, this tardy iBeasnre, adopted mder 
audi circumstances, and notorioiMly Gmt the 
i|ake of our own convenience; it is this 
meaaure, erabracing only a ^itit/ of the in- 
juries complained of by Anerica ; it is Iki^ 
peasure that Mr. Canning oaiis a futmiii' 
iiing eoncHskftt to Anerka ; Upon a ah 
milar principle he would, I suppose, 
esteem it m. pt^t Jiivour done to ihti k^ 
auli^ nation, if hie, for any pt»rpoae othis- 
own, weit to uase remivuig the salary at- 
lached to his sioecvre place. 

Yet, upon the fact of this meaawre not 
having prodneed ^abe with Amerka, iial 
|lr« Gamiiiv tiK assnranoe to gmlnd t tht 
dppchision, that it is hopeless ia attempt 
making peace with France ! What impu> 
tience! What ^ contempt must Im hive 
Wd for bis hearers md for thepuUkt 
Bttty the tnith ts^ thai the han cireuoa* 
aismce of hi$ having been invjied to a. pub- 
lic dinner, was ^juite aufiBcient to jiuiify 
tbe belief that lie ^might, at Manchester, 
^Udy set decency and sense at tlefiaooe. 

What sinilarity. ia there im the twa 
cases ? Admitting £ar aifmncnt's sake that 
we htaive made concessions So America, who 
is there that has ever asked due govfraawni 
10 Biake concessions to France? Najr^ the 
Emperor. of France hhnsdf has asked for 
mm ooncesiuons at our hands* He has sur* 
mnmtcd any objection thaa he might have 
tPMDeat evm with suckmen as Castiereagh 
Mid' Perceval ; lie lias shown that hia mmd 
is gr^ enough to aubdue his pride; he 
Wbeoi ihe .first to offer peace, ffunded 

r a basis in which nothing like eonCea- 
«ould be foood; nay, ao far from 
tjemanding. concessions at our hands, hia 
pooposition implied Ou leading us in pos^ 
MSfum of MaiiOj which, as the possession 
elMaiuoQ ov pvt was ihe. ostensible 




ofajea of the war, wm'^ real and mmymt^ 
soaall concession offered by. him e». na. 
How, iheuf does the case oT Amtricai a p ply 
to that of Frtnoet And what ought w* atf 
think of ihe. man who could 
such sophiatry for the fiur^oaeia of 
tion t 

To sum up t|« whelrof Mr. 
doctrines as to war and peace, the 
is thiSf dot we •must hdb^ en the war iiJi 
we have diminished ihe poww, stoicl «f 
course, tiU we have eaatracted the seoKra^ 
f hicaL limits of iheaway of N^teon.'wa^ 
p)M|ile of Mandcsteiv is tk* opinion of 
Mr* Caauiiv j iWs is the; maaam of the^Mi 
of politicians wiih whom ha acta; tlasisikM 
denunciation, I had almost aaid theeoiae^ 
which he has utterad against ihia. ndiiii^i 
country. 1 have shown, I tUfik, that )ia< 
poleOtf may be left in pomesaion of dlhii 
present poweir and sbminions 'Irilhom maf 
danger to iis, provided the propet latsom 
are madeat home. B^, he ihb as tt amy^ 
what prospect have We of obcalttbg a 
greater degree of .scfcnrity hy reduCiag die 
powtr of Buonaparte ? Ihdse wiio heliava 
the stateoKnta in^tht hitoed. aewe^papen, 
will, of cdurse, think that tha pnapact is 
very &lr. Nay, ihey mast thii^ timi hi| 
armies in Spain and Russia wiU aooo ha 
annihilated. To reaaan with aueb ptnAoM 
would be nleleass fbc; if they wete to hear 
of thi entrance of the FtnAi armir into 
Pate r j b mgh ,.apd of the rfeatranm of Km% 
Joaoph Into Madrid* ihey w«ild- turn Sm 
consobtioa to soose newJbliafaaod invteicd 
fpv the purpose of deoeiviiq( iheoL i ahoUf 
therelpre, only add^ iqKm this paoi of the 
subject, that ii is my opinion, out, if wf 
eapM as many huaditds of ttiUioos as 9re 
have, already espeoded In thh war^ mi 
shall only thereby add to that power anrfm 
those dominions, whjich it ia the hope of 
politicians like Mr. Canning to be aUe id 
diminish^ and, that after havina awcilad 
to an unbearable butf( the mass of onr.Diro^ 
sent miseries, we shall he compcUisd lar 
make peace upon teraaa fv .worst than 
those .which hava. been recently eSeiad 

tons.; ..:.■•■■...•. 

I now came to the part af Mr« Canrfo^a 
sptech, which rehaea to ifae acme af mtf 
representation m narllanwnl, a»d in whecb 
hetottchfeda^flatthesabjoct of pariiaaN« 
tarymfarm. Thb anmaga T ihatt tttram 
athdlle^gth, ia order thai thom artto a|H 
plauded its seaCifiHaita may hav« anriaaa 
(o compbuQ of a w«i 4f bimma. jn naf 
mode of praoee dto g^ .^ Chi an narm'wiaj 
<V8aid.he,.UU iha.pmmoc ji npddJb 
i 
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<« ^fpecte^^Att' hk ikt^i stjr sometliiilg 
•^ on. ibe nature of <Nir Cbnilitution. He 
« Ineir that laan^r wdl incentioned, am) 
<* well inibrmed mei^ too^ arpied ikal tkirt 
^*,ar€^r^ defe€ls if* our CensiihaitfH. Be 
<< did not fhii^ so. He ibaoght it needed iftti 
f^tdtemHon. In addressing the largest nn- 
<^ represented town in the united kbgdom, 
^lie sluNiM have hatarded the expression 
^ of ibis sentiihent widi fear and tremUtng, 
« if he had not^ been aware^ (hat he was 
« addr^ing men of sense and Hberality, 
^ who knew the value c^ behig CITIZENS 
^ OF REPRESENTED ENGLAND.— 
^iJlcud appUuise.^^Tht evils, which 
<f are s^ loudly comphined of, by some 
<* men. he said, do not exist. Some men 
«« tfrink Ihat all power is lodged in ike 
^ Ifouu of Commons^ he must cokifess he 
^^ cRd, not think so. It was the national 
« ^rdian, io walch ike minisiers of the 
«* crown ; it was ibe organ ofpopakur opi- 
'<* nion i it was to waich ike mieresis of ike 
^ commfutity; to act as if delegated by ihe 
«* whoie naiion ; and not as if composed ^ 
•* Defeg^es from bidependeni Siaies.-^ 
w [LOUD APPLAUSE.] The House of 
*^ Commons, as now formed, he eonti- 
<< nued, (Sumot be altered witkoui changing 
** the very nalwre^ and destroying ihe' ba^ 
«* tdnce of the ConslU^lion of ihe Country. 
^ They who eontend. for nniyersat rtpri- 
^ seniatian^ .^HrtuaUy iay, that the erown 
•^iiulf shoM Be elective. They would 
^reduce the ConstStutioo at once to a 
^* crmvned repMie. Such innovations be 
^ did hope and trust, vrodd be resisted at 
'< all times bf t^ House of Commons, 
^ with a voice of thmider that shouh) be 
• imperative. He was not prepared, he 
^^ iaid, to lay, that some titih amendment 
^* mq^ht not be adopted with propriety in 
^ the mode of cfaushig the representatives 
^ of the Commons in Parliament; yet it 
«* ought n0ver to be forgot for a single mo^ 
^*mmli that England has flourished under 
"Me present Constitution^ with her re- 
^< prtsentatives so elected, in such a Way, 
** that she has become the envy of all the 
^nations cfike earthy fcr her singular su- 
** perioHtf , and for t^many bteesings she 
^ exclusii^eiy etyoysJ* 

Mf. Canning is, perhaps, the. most Im- 
jmdent man, and he has, perhaps, more 
of what is called brasSf than any other 
flMi, that ever addressed a pubtic meet- 
ittg; yet, he' never did, that I remember, 
URtr bdbre any thing so impudeut, so 
MiiihStat to the public, as this. Let us 
Begin iHfli tbe downright feUebeods.-^— 



1. It is a (fllslilkdod to S2ly» tkat the Rew 
iMrmeni {(or it irtis whombe mantfestly h4i 
kk view) aigue, that there are defects in tha 
Constitution^ 'We say the reverse ; wti 
say, thit the coiAtktttion is What we want) 
tnd we say that the constitution ^ives v^ 
^hat we now have not.*— 9ndiyv It is a fals^ 
hood to say, that we look upon ait pow& 
as being legttrmately lodged iri the House 
of Commons. ' W^ say, on the contrar^^ 
that the- House of Commons ought by vio 
tneans to arrogate to itself mahyof chfe 
powers that it now exercises; ami we strc^ 
nuously contend agarinst its eneroadimenCr 
upon tne Royal Prerogative. 3dly, It 2» 
a bhebood to say, that we aim at makinf 
ioth Houses i and even the Crtrwnekclivet 
it is a sheer, an impudent, an unqualifi* 
able Msehood ; and lie mfght as well have 
sakl, that we aimed at placing the Lord^ 
and the i^ing to exercise legislative and 
executive powers in the moon. ^ 

There was, in the speech, oAe attempt 
at deception. The speaker resortecf to- the 
cM trkk of representing the members of 
the House of Commons as the REPICB- 
SENTATIVES of all ENGLAND, 
a trick whii^ seems to have received great 
applause. Let us, therefore, examine thii- 
alittle* • 

He told you, that it was unconstitutional 
to eonstder the members as delegates frokf 
independmi sHUes* Well, and what then^ 
Who has ever contended that they uuglit 
to be so considered? But, what has this 
to do with the questiofa at issue ?* We do 
not say, that the members ought to be 
consideitd as delegates froa separate 
states ; we never amu^ ourselves with an)r 
such i^ fancies* We say, aecording tb 
the dictates of honesty atid common sens^, 
that they ought to represent the people of 
England and Scotland and IrelaiKi, wlm 
pay taxes, because they have the power of 
voting away those Uxes ; and, aecdrdnigly, 
we say, that thev ought to be chosen hy 
this description ot persons, and that ft ^s a 
base and outrageous insuh to ourundei^* 
siuxiings to tell tis that wo are represented 
by those in the ckoosin/^ of wliom we* havie 
had nothing to do, We know, that, after 
beating round through all (he distinwions 
and delmitionS respecting governments^ we 
find this position unquestionably titi^ 
namely^ that the only inbltible mark df 
distinction between freemen and stares^ b 
this, that the former c^not have any pom 
tion of dieir propeity^ taken^ from them 
witkoui their own consent; whereas the 
property of the laiter issBbjecttetheorw 
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Jbiirary will §/ others^ who rule undor the 
name of monarchy, aristocracy, - Scc^ Ac- 
cordingly, all the eulogists of our constitu- 
.tion^ of government, all. those who have 
vrritten about our freedom, have said, that 
no Englishman is taxed wUkoul his own 
consent. This is the great principle of the 
constitution of England. Bur, if what 
JAr. Canning says he true, this maxim is a 
mockery. In what way is it preleuded 
, that we give our consent to the taxes laid 
^by, to be sure, by the mouths 
>ers of the House of Commons ; 
m those of us give ourxonsent 
who are 71^ permitted to vote 
those members? ** REPRE- 
I ENGLAND," indeed ! Ci- 
.tizens of represented England ! So 1 This 
political empiric would persuade you, that 
you are represented by the members, elect- 
.cd at Gatton, St. Maws, and OldSarum; 
that you are represented by men returned 
'to Parliament in the same way that QUIN- 
TJN DICK was returned to Parliament ! 
But, this is too impudent to speak of with 
.any share of patience. 

If the people of England are represented 
l>y men whom they do. not choose; if the 
Town of Manchester, for instance, who 
submitted to the insults of Mr. Canning 
and his associates ; if it be sufficient ibr the 
Town of Manchester to be representedi by 
^rsoDS chosen without any participation on 
tht part of the Town of Manchester, why 
should there be any elections at ail ; why 
.should any town or any county have any 
thing to say in the Election pf Members of 
Parliament; why might not the electors of 
Old SanuD as well elect all the members 
,at once ; or rather, .why might not the mi- 
nister of the day appoint the members of 
Parliament; in short, why should there 
be any Parliament at all ? This is so 
- glaring that it is unworthy of further com- 
ment ; it is so impudent and profligate that 
it never could have been uttered but in the 
presence of men well known 'to be steeped 
.in tormption to their very lips. 

Mr. Canning concludes with, the old as- 
sertion, that, whatever may be the defects 
.in the representation, England has ^^Kri^A- 
f4d under it ; and that she has become the 
»£my of all the nations in the world. A 
thousafid times, at least, in the course of 
'every year, I should suppose, this asser- 
tion is made by the hired authors of news- 
.papers, magazines, reviews, and other 
j>uoiic^ioqs,. but I defy any one of these 
bifelings to point out a single instance; 
s^ye, ope single iqstapce, Vjrberein (his 



<< 0ny*' has been made appsMttt. It is a 
falsehood; an old battered ialsebood ; i 
faUehood as gross, as any of the frauds and 
rogueries of priests f before the refior- 
mation, of coune,) ana it is intended far 
mudi about the same , purpose, namely, 
that of plpndering the people. *' Envy of 
<' all the nations of the earth/' indeed! 
Apd what nation has ever said that she ea- 
vied us? Fpr what do they eovy us; 
** For our singular superiority ^ anid for 
*' the m^iny blessings we exclusively enjojfJ' 
This prating gentleman did not think prof- '. 
per to be particular in the statcaneot of 
these blessings; and I believe it wooki 
have puzzled him to havf; named one. 

Bpt England has flourbhed, it seems, 
under this mode of electing members of 
Parliament. And'where are the maris of 
her flourishing condition? In the present 
state of the paper- money ; in the two mil- 
lipns of paupers which are languishing in 
England and Wales alone ; in the eodiess 
number of seizures made on account of de- 
fault of the payment of the King's taxes ; 
in the enormous burdens which the people 
have to bear; in the Hsu of Bankrupu 
which swell the Gazette; in the twenty 
years' war, which, after having destrojcd 
all our allies, has ma4e our enemf so for- 
midable to us, that, even according to Mr. 
Canning's own (declaration, though we are 
suffering by the w^r, we dare not aube 
peace? But, it is to insult your under- 
standings to dwell longer upon assertions so 
notoriously false; I, therefore, conclude, 
with expressmg my hope, that the Tovm 
of Manchester may never again sufier itself 
to be disgraced by listening to a similar ha- 
rangue ; but, whether it does or not, I am 
quite certain, that the day is not far dis- 
tant, when its industrious inhabitants will, 
with voice unanimous, execrate the day that 
gave birth to the faction whose principles 
were, with so much effironiery, inaikaied 
upon til is occasion. 

Wii. COBBETT. 

Botley^ Thursday^ \2th Jfov. 1812. 



PARLIAMENTARY REFORM. 

MR. FAWKES TO LORD MILTON. 

Mv LpRD, 

The very decided opinions upon the sub- 
ject of Parliamentary Reform^ which' your 
Lordship is reported to have lately deliver- 
ed in various addresses to your ConstituentSi 
have b^n to me the source of much sui^ 
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prbe and ^toc tf r n of surfurite, becaiue 
ft&QUgh I knew your Lordship eatertained 
xiouhta, 3a tp the prscUcability or the mtai- 
sure, I did not imagine you would represctit 
il as a " M^^'fangUd I'heory^*'^-^^ cto- 
cem^ because.l feel myself compelled pub- 
licly 10 differ from a man for whose puolic, 
and priyaie character, I do, aikl have ever 
felt the greatjest esteem. 
: It has been my anxioiis wish; my Lord, 
^cn €viry account ^ that some person more 
^competent .than myself, had entered the list 
5>n this occaaioD — but as no public notice 
seems to have been taken of your Lordship's 
sentiments upon this head, I should think 
jt a mean abandonment of the great cause 1 
have most .siocorely espoused, if I did not 
.•raise my voice, ^^ weak though it b4f" in 
4iq;>po6ing them. 

. Happily, my Lord, th^ authorities which 
Jiave Mut^ me to espouse the cause of 
Parliamentary Reform, lay in the narrowest 
joompass — they are within the comprehen> 
tionsof all ranks in society — there isno- 
.tbing perplexed or mysterious about them, 
.auid your Lordship must hear them, where 
I ibupd them, (if I have not been most 
.egregiously deceived), in the voice of wis- 
.dom,' and the laws of my country. 

Your Lordship is reported to have said, 
.ia the course of your canvass, and on the 
.day of oominat%on at York, ^^'That in the 
JaH Parliament^ one subjea had been dit- 
,cu85ed* opjBvhich tht passions of th$ people 
fhad been raited by,p4r$ons who endeavour- 
.ed to fill them vtiih fancies^ which had no 
.solidfoundailomj"—^^ That, under the pre- 
sent constitution" {(Atf presenl practical one^ 
J presume) *' you trusted, wt shall ever be 
.content to live without endangering it by 
yisionarjf impr§(i^ementSi* and that *' If 
any man in the- vanity (J his own heari^ 
I thought he .could make a better constitution 

• than the one under which we had so lone 
lived and flourished, you trusted you should 
not be reckoned amotog his friends or sup- 
porUrs."'^ 

. The Reformers of England, my Lord, 
Lave not tbe vanity to suppose that they 
•can mTist %j^eUer Qomiitutioa tban the one 
.under which it was intended they should 
; live—they want no other ^ but they do want 
thai C<^stitution,.the essence of which con- 

• sbts itt two poinU :— . 

1st. Tbe English Copstitution provides. 
That no mian shall suHer punishment 
. in any way, unless he be guilty of an 
ofifeiyie known to the laws. 
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2Hy. That the property of no man shall 

be taken from him in the «hape^ of 

taxes, without. his consint, or in any 

way, except for. a just cause legally 

shewn. 

These are ^e. Rights and Liberties of 

Englishmen* . How .doe» the Gonstitutioa 

say they are to be prc^rved ? By a third 

provision* 

3dly. That the People shall be repre- 
sented in a Commons * House of Parlia* 
mem.' 

Such, according to my conception, tnf 
Lord, are the grea^ and solid advantages to 
be derived tnmt. the Constitution of Eng^ 
land ; and it is very easy to perceive, tha 
il^.far as regards the safety cither of the 
persons or property of the people, all must 
depend upon this — whether tbe members 
of the House of Commons be, or be not, 
really chosen by the peopie themselves-^ 
The friends of Reform theiefore say : — 
1st. That by. the. laws and statutes of 
this realm, the subject . has settled in 
him. a fundamental right of property, 
so that without his consent it shall not 
be taken from him. 
2dly. That he shall not be compdled to 
contribute to any Tax, Talliage, or 
other like charge ^ not set hj Common 
CoNtCNT.in JPftrlianunt. 
3dly« That in Parliament all the whole 
body of the realm, and EVERY PAR- 
TICULAR M£M»ER.tbef«of, ciiber 
in PERSON orJby DEPUTATION, 
are by the laws of this realm suppos- 
ed to be personally present. . 
4thly. That by the. present state of the 
representation, the subject's funda- 
mental right, of .property is optely 
violated — since it is a £^ which can- 
not be denied, that numbers aretaxed , 
by Parliament, who have no voice in 
the election of Members, of Parlia* 
ment. i 

The three former of those .propositions 
the friends of Reform oonoeive they can 
esublish by a reference to. the Common 
Law and the statutes of the Land. . 

The ablest commentators on the laws and 
Constitution of England have never failed 
to dwell uDou the securitir which they afford 
to the fundamental right of property, as one 
of their most distinguished excellencies, aivl 
a^ the jtrongest proof that dbttij were found- 
ed in the principles of freedom. 

Uppn this principle Fortescue (Chancel* 
lor to Henry 0th, who wrote Jiis celebrated 
treatise de laMbus l^um Anglimy expiessly 
to initxuct the young Prince in the layes 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



tin 



POLEnOAL mBOmm.'^MrZrMUsVlBier 



[Mi 



ilat'£mmikMoH of iro' coimfty) tays, 
¥ Thtctiie advantage of tkat poiltwal mixBd 
C ^t nm mtoi which prevaiii ia EfigUnd is, 
that no one can alter the lawa, or OMJte new 
oodi, wiifaoat the CONSENT of the 
WHOLE KlNGIiOII ia ParHatteat as- 
aaiibM." Gap. ix^kH. xi¥« sucxvi* 

Upon thev tame, principle' Sir Edward 
Gohe concliKks, passim^ *< That, the Com- 
mohLait of ^RfTaiirf^etilethv frecdbtn in 
the anbject, and gi^nth m triie property In 
their goods and estates, so that without 
their oova mt jot ttfvfiioi'iLT iiy an ovdi- 
maee which tbe|r c^tsented unto by .a ComI- 
atow A^MMit.iii FaJiliamiht, It cannot be 
tiken fmos iheai or their estatet^eharged. 

BavaaA:So€'theCmm0nLanr. 
. *I shall tiew proceed to lubfnil to your 
Lordship, the SHiuiss which the friends of 
BeCorm consider at confirttiatory of the Peb^ 

e's Right to h^ either Pirsomally or by 
ruTATum present in iht Pafiiaaaent. • 
1 .4*.^ Wiltiam I. An. 4. 
ft.^M agna Gharca, Art. 4. 
i.^Ma9Ba Ghaha, ooairaied by Henry 

ULtST. 
4.«-Statate of Westminster, An. 3 Ed. 
l/c A4 lirhere dM ISiag directs, i^Mn 
pain of grievous forfeiture, since Elec* 
- tidDs oi^c^to be Psss; ''^That no 
jTNtf md$it or others^ by fo^et of 
-, . mrttUf menaces or Calico, dliturbF«EE 
M , Kueriov."*^! . West. c. 5. 
>#. Sotnwiriiidf tallagio-non conccdend o 
.t. S4Bdw*Uc.l. 
^w«»-^9iof£dw. U 
7.-1 Henry IV. FarL R. t. No. 35. 
€^^1 Henry tV. 0. 9 and 4. Nos. 21, 

t.^7 Henry IV. 04 14. 
10.jw|jiIlenryiV. c. 1. 
tli-«*tPnamblf t»the Iftof JanaoL c U 
l%r^9wmm 99 Bmvt, 3 Ctaiea I. 

13.^DaclaraCion of l!be Prmco of Orange,' 

. . aftcrwanb Will. Uh JtePf.I8. «^A11 

. EuofTioiu of Mtnihin of ParHamertt: 

: . oaghi ID be Fns^Toc>bo made Wkfa[ 

AN . Esiviai LiaaaiN's^-v^kbeiit mif 
; oott.of iwipei or the Rafoiaiif& thd 
. . .jalioiaraiD tinm aueh penOHS as shidl 

be NAUBb^iv^ nktm.''^MiHg WhUUm'i 
:>, %J^gdmmti9m^faft ru$0Hii% Me Laws 

lii^^-Sbt vMU .of' Bi^-^* Dtclarhig 

/ that sleetioniol liembem of Parliament 

dog^e m \m i^ree*'"--*Biil of Rights,; 

. ^n«S-U.v, .• <--/. , .J •- . w . - 

Th^pildtspid manjow of d i iae4ar lyla#s 

apfeacto^haw bicaif^a»dt>ittiti th»iii> 



maJue^tb that A)ct'of 1 
I have already cited, ttid by which ifae 4e^ 
seem of the erowu to JaaoKs !• was reoaji;'. 
niaed. <« Aa we dannot (say the Lerda and 
Gomoions of that day) too often and eao^j^ 
so can there be no ways or means ao fit 
both toaaoiSce onr hearty thanka toAl^ 
mighty God^ for blesslog us as weH wttii a' 
Sovereign, adorned with the rat«st |^ of 
mind mt body, te sodi adndrride ptoaoe 
and qntetuess, lce;ftc. tec. ai faitUs^^ 
Court of IMiamenif Where idl the whole 
body of the realm and svcaT PAHTiovLAt 
MEMan thereof, eitber in PtiaoH 4^ by 
RarRBsaKTATtoN (upon thotr owii ttH 
EucTibNs) aresoppo^tobel^taiOKAUir. 
PaBsaNT.^-Aa/m^ 1 Jam^ /. c. 1. 
' Here, then, my Lord, the right of tbt 
nation to be represented in Parllaflaent ji 
rebbgtatised. This tan be dRoted ofdy in 
one of two ways, either acf«a(^^«ir viriiMj; 
If our ancestors had meant to reeofnise 00 
more than a virtual representation, it wosM . 
have been sufficient if the statute had said) 
^< That in Parliament all the whole body Of 
the realm are damii to be! present oithorik 
person or by rtpresenkUiA." I^vvr, widi 
the additional words, the sentsMt teUs ds 
not only that the Whole body of the itahn 
JBire dib^ned to be hi Parilaient by Repro> 
seutaiioQ— bdt eveipy ^AjttfcoLAB illaiink 
thereof Personally,' of in bts PtnaoliAt 
Ric^T by RcrtuaKTAtioii. How, & k 
posalbler to contend, that tbbe adfttetoitft. 
wonla expressed no more thah a rifjlit tbit 
virtual representation? are tbeiewofda ti 
be considered as a mere aorplwagot la 
there no dtflbrence between tbepropoaitkai| 
that the natioli has a right tt^ be pr os en^ k 
Pariiament as a Go^roAAtKl^vi ttd ihat 
wWch ^kms that ever^ Individual of Ifeai 
■atiusthaa'at^ht tobeprtseot inkssfv- 
sow Ai. Af AOiTT ?** If, tbctt, tlus oeMnMs 
has dlflerent meanlngSi as it is either widi , 
or Without the adlMtiooal w or ds — if theac . 
loeaninn are not ohly difcrent but l o po f 
nant — a without the additional words, ft . 
would affirm, the right to a nrtuai i^tpr$' 
senlalioHf width is 'oUf onponent's vropm^ 
tion, and if widh the words it wouM tkebm 
aright toan aetoalBepresentatioiiy avbKb 
iaourpHndpIo; and ifi b fact, th e l e wop is 
ara^a part of the lOftii^, thea mt^ the ia- 
fieience be in our fitvour;— then wo aae 
bound to tonclada4 that they meant to do 
that, Whieh in poiotof fad they Imvt dmie» 
by thb memorable statute— 4mm« the Mq^ 
which the MoploofEngtandtMM^ by their , 
^y^Bsniuuuu oKi unvfS) 'iO"v~j 
AcTMi-1 
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Sairalf , iUii» »)r Jjord, k h iMnprfM 
day-ligfac to provei itfaai the aM Liw dn 
iBMtod !• ^tail vponthe whote Mf of the 
lidm, aad eveiy particular member thtrt*^ 
of, the 9«at JiliSfAl fer which I eontetij. 
Could, howtter, the policy which dicuied 
the lawSf or the laws which declare the 
policy of our forebtbers, stand In need of 
■d di tio oo t «upporc, the proudeBt and moct 
nauMt authorities which the. English 
■pme^canboasty areatrhfliiidtogiveil.' Let 
m^^ then, my Ler4i place Mr. John Loeke 
id OBc bant oiik-'-ifr. John Locke, 'the 
ivowod chuiploo of that ** oitdtnl consti- 
bOiaji^ (as your Lordship observed) esia^ 
UMsd ai ikt Retf^tutioHj imd which ma^ 
le cSnSf^nd «t ike c^nsoiidatibn of our 

^« Thus, to restate Gaadidales andElec-^ 
IcriA,'- (i^«< aoeording to the mode wfakh 
ptevaiM before the PHnce of Orange ar- 
med, a mode too similar to oar fn-eseni 
pndioalonej >^ what is hf'* aysthb great 
Aa^hman, *< but to cut up the Govern- 
flWHit by the roots and poison thevery focm-^ 
lafai of puUk security. For the people 
having itaerved to thcynsdves the Choice of 
their RBprcsmUnlivtSi as the fmce to then* 
properties, teuld do it for no other end, 
Mit that they might always be I^ufy 
CkostHi uA sochMen,/»f/y ad^'^Loch 
on Ooyernmenit p. «, and aM. 
• Mr. Locke' amiears to h%ve caii^t the 
iA«vi^ metaphoC from Sir E. Coke, 4 Intfi^ 
tute, %Bj vffaere he says, ** Thomas Long 
9tvt tiie Mayor 4f Westbury four pounds 
10 %e eleottd Burgme. This matter was 
ad j od g a d in the House of Commons, secun- 
dum conauetudineiil Parliainente; the 

Mlybr fined and imprisoned, and Long re- 
moni. For ibis Coirrupi Dmling waa 
Ifyson to ^he very Fomlain itself." 
' T^mpOra motantur, however, my Lord^ 
these thitogs, we itt now told, are u ^* it#- 
Ufions 0$ ihi Sum oi noon-dojf^'* and the 
M)»rdr of Weatbury, doubtless, at present 
makes his return without any apprehen'> 
aiohs* 

*^ Whoarer understands the theory of 
the faiglish CoBstiiutioti (aid LoftI Ghat- 
haas), and «rill compare it with the prac- 
tica, t^ust oe^ at oKic^ how widely they 
diftr. We ibOst reconcile them lo eacib 
Mfair, if;vre mean lo )^ras(erve tbft Liaiariu 
»f this Gotmtry \ wo must reduoe oof A/i- 
#ta(/ iy)actic€ as Bter as poslible to our A- 
^JUM AiHdpU. The English Gonstitu- 
ttojtk imended that thore.sfaouki boa Arma- 
Mil Btiaiion between the GonMmtd and 
X^r^mtdii^e b«dy of the P^i* will 



a«y «iMi BlEi«a that that b«bw th^ ftaf 
that Aat relatkm is preserved ?-^MyLoiA,' 
it is nots PirV50rrM<, it is Destrtnftd.^'^^J^ct 
Debrett,v.v. p. I54«t.' ' 

^^ A Borough, (on another occasion^ es- 
claimed this gt^ patridt), Whidi^ per-^ 
haps, no man ever aaW, this Is whati bM 
the BoUm ihrt of our Goosthntion.-^It 
cannot eontiBue a century; if it does liot 
dropoff, it masl b9Wpidaiei.'*'^-^tt De-' • 
brettyV.tv. piSOl. ' 

^* Nothing can endanger ourGomtftotitm,' 
but destroying the etpiilibriiim of power be- 
tween one branch of the LeBistacore wmt' 
the rest. If ever it should mipeen that 
the indepeiid^nee of any one of mo. thtoe 
should be lost, or that it shooldbecome 
su b set vient to the views of ottber of th6 
other two, thcit would be an end of the 
(^ftJ^i<ifiidM/'--^Blackstone. 

'^ Nor, my Lord, is the doctrhie ^ew^ 
(said Lord Gamden), it is as <^M as the 
ConstUuiion ; it grew up with it ; it is iti 
support. Taxaiion and RcpresihMkon art 
ins^anbly united. God hath joitied them. 
No British Parliament can put them asun- 
der-^to endeavour to do it is to sfo^ mtt 
vUuts /" — Lord Camden's Speech on Ame- 
rican Taxation. 

«^ It is materhd toots (said Mr. Burke) 
to be rtpresented iro/Zy and §oHaJUi^ and 
not in wrms and types, and fignras and 
fictions of law. The right of deotiodt wai 
-not -established as a mere maneo^ (bn^ 
it was not a principle which might substi« 
tute a TUius or a Marimsj a John Doe or a 
Richofd Mo§i m die place of a man spfe^ 
cially chosen) not a prindplo just as wcUl 
satislied with one man as another. It is a 
Xi^t d^ efitet of which is to give to th^ 
people (hat man ahd thai man oidy^ whool 
by their o%lni voices AeUt&ify not Consirue^ 
'jredf given, Ihey declare that they^/l/i«#i 
oMieemt loyo^ and irusi.** — Thoi^hts on 
the-prssent Diaoontents, p. 304, 305. 

*^ The Gonstitution oi this-eoontry (ex« 
el«imod our vinuous and patriotie dmw' 
trymaa, Sir Goo. SaviHe,| reminds me 
stro^i^y of m ancient and stately oak ttea^ 
my iM«M« tbail^ to all amearanct green 
and ^MiriatUng withoul*-is atl Rottin- 
MKsa and Gmmioptioii wkhiitA^* ^ - 

«' The de&n of H^prmartotioo (sail 
Mr. put, in ITBt^ h the naddnal dla«*: 
oasfc, and unless yOtt^lptdy a remedy diW 
reoily to that diseasei yte most ittervitably 
take tfao consefiencet with whidr it h 
pregnant.^^Withottt a Parliamdii»ry Re^ 
mrmt tkaaatkm wiU^ be plunged iotoNitf 
Wabs ; witbtet « ^EtMamutmf Eeteak^ - 
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you.caBBOt be safe agtlnst Bad Mxnistkis, 
nor cau even Good Ministers be of use to 
you— No Honest Man can, acoordin^ to 
tbe present system,. be Minister." 

*,' That' corruption and . patronage had 
averspread the land — that the King's name 
was frequently prostituted by his Ministers 
— that Majorities were found to support 
die worst measures, as well as the best — 
that through Parliamentary Reform ai^one, 
we could have a chance of rescuing our- 
selves from a state of extreme peril and 
distress," — was the solemn declaration of 

nt and recent appeab of 
Grey, and to the Petition 
ailed the Friends of the 
For Parliamentary Reform, 
now be found upon the 
use of Gommonsi I need 
not call your Lordship's attention. 

Nothing can be farther from my intention 
than to say any thing bearing the least sem- 
blance of unkindness to a man, whose in- 
tentions 7 believe tg be perfeclty upright^ 
9nd whose sincerity is unqqestionable ; or 
I might here perhaps be allowed to ask 
your Lordship on what foundation . these 
late changes have been made against the 
Friends of Reform ? Whence these de- 
nunciations, which to many a mind may 
have given considerable pain, of persons 
seekmg for visionarj^ improvemefUs^ and 
*' raising the passions of the people by at- 
fetopting to hll them with fancies which 
had no solid foundation." — To shew my 
Countrymen that the Reformers of Engr 
land conceive they have *' som^ foundation , 
and that a very solid one too" for the 
cause they have hitherto pursued, and in 
which I trust they will persevere to the 
end, is the only object of this letter; and I 
trust, after the statement I have made, that 
the friends of this measure will hear no 
more complaints on the score of ^* Modern 
Innovation." 

In endeavouring to effect this, I haveubt 
trussed to my own specuktions and in- 
quiries — I have rather chosen to submit to 
your Lordship's^ view the learning and the 
researches of others* If I should have suc- 
ceeded in candeasing, without injuring its 
force— in giving it *^ a tangible shape" — 
in placing within every man's reach those 
valuable do^ments, in which he will find 
his great prerogative — his Right or Sqf- 
IRACE in a Free Par li Ay en t, recognised 
in the laws of his counuy — I shall fee] sa- 
tis^ed in having done. some trifling service 
to tjie ca^se I have espoused ! 



Your Lordship is reported to hxw^md 
at Leeds — << If by Reform is meant the 
removal of any Corruption or Abuse^ that 
may have crept into the mode of electing 
Members of Parliament; or any thing 
which affects its iNOBPENDENGSt no na^ 
is more friendly to it than I am."^ 

Now, my Lord, is not Borough Patroa- 
age an abuse ? — What says the great cham* 
pion of your Lordship's favourite measure^ 
the Revolution, Mr. Locke? — ^What says 
the Declaration of that Prince whose avow- 
ed intention it was to restore the Gonsti-* 
tution of England ? — What says th* Bill 
of Rights itself! — Td what pufpose, if tbe 
present practice is constitutional, thefirsa 
and soleB(m resolution passed when Par- 
liament assembles, a resolution ^hich as 
yet has never been impugned — ^^ Thar (or 
a Peer to Interfere in the electioBaC'a 
Member of Parliament, is a gross infringe- 
meut of the Rights and Privileges of the 
Commons of Great Britain." — Is it not^ 
my Lord, in direct opposition to these 
statutes and authorities that _the supposed 
right is founded which gives to 182 indi^ 
viduals, in a population of fourteen mil- 
lions of people, calling themselves free, 
the dangerous privilege of selecting a ma* 
jority of thpse, whom they think best fit- 
ted to fulfil the great and sacred duties o£ 
legislation ? 

Perhaps it may be argued that tha lk>* 
rough Proprietors have an interest btf serv* 
ing their country, and thai though tbey do 
nominate for Boroughs, they do not neg- 
lect the ^' common good." How the Par 
tron sometimes finds his interest consulted 
by the disposal of seats, is very satisfacto- 
rily explained by Bubb Doddington in his 
Diary. And Doddington was possessed of 
all the qualities which are now con^dered 
necessary for a Legislature — ** a great 
Landholder — a great Officer in the Sute^ 
eminent for his knowledge, eloquence, and 
activity."--(See Paley's Moral and Po^ 
litical Philosophy. J 

'^ I believe (said this Eight Hon. Pa- 
tron) there were few who could aflK>rd to 
give His Majesty Six Members for nothing.*' 
—'' Mr. Pelham declared that I had a 
good deal of Marketable Ware (Parlia- 
mentary interest) and that if I would em* 
power him to. o£fer it to Me King wiihoai 
condUions^ht would be answerable to bri^g 
the affair to a good account." — Pages 282^ 
308, Diary. What was. this aocouac?— 
" The Treasureahip of the Navy, he says, 

. * Leeds Mercoiy^ October 10,^ IftU. 
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ih^' prfce of h\s atzis.*'^Folgalo imperii 
urcano / — What has happened, my Lord, 
once, may happea again— IVhat his oc- 
curred in one instance, may take place in 
one thousand. 

It 18 not, however, always the Patron's 
practice to dispose of his seats to his rela- 
tives or friends, of persons on whose inte- 
grity he can reckdn.-^TTiey are a commo- 
dity in the markit — ^they are avowedly and 
jrepeatedly on sale to the best bidder — the 
way, therefore, is as open td the monied 
adventurer as to the English Gendeman. 
Mr. Pitt roundly affirmed in his c^ay? 
.** That the emissary of a Tartar Prince had 
eight seats among the Commons of Great 
Britain,"-^haVing thus an equal weight 
there with the County of Middlesex, and 
the Cities of London and Westminster. 
Now, my Lord, are these colours of suffi- 
cient force to paint this dreadful enormity? 
— What but a Parliamentary Reform can 
shield us from a repetition of these attacks? 
— ^For the same inlet through which the 
rupees of Maihoniet AH Khan, insinuated 
his Agents mto St. Stephen's Chapel, are 
still open, and if your Lordship's argu- 
ments are valid, ought not lo be sfuU 
against any inimder. 

These two cases however cannot attach 
t» your Lordship, for no man can harbour 
th^ remotest suspicion, that either your 
Lordship or your Lorddhip's family will 
ever* act from interested motives.' Let us 
then consider thfe last and only remaining 
case, let us suppose the Borough Patrons 
to be actuated solely by the purest and most 
undivided love of their country, still there 
are very forcible reasons why the power 
should not be lodged where it is at present. 
Great Property^ my Lord, is not always 
coupled with sound judgment. The best 
of us, (and the Borough Proprietors are 
not eiempt from the common lot) have 
our Ihriialities t For a variety of rea- 
sons, therefore, it is obvious, that the 
** Common Good" should not be at their 
disposal. 

I shall pursuei this «ibject no further*. 

Upon the authority of our illustrious' an- 

ceatocs, who were the proud actors in that 

" great but necessary violation of the tow," 

by the operation of which " a Tyrant was 

cashiered for misconduct^** and upon the 

' BUI they passed declaratory of an English- 

' vum*s rights^ I fearlessly take my stand 

upon a rock, from which I trust " the 

> puny breath of modem dialectics" will 

never bt* able to shake me. I contend 

either that the present practice is wrong, 



or that " TiE BiLLof RiciiTsi ^*A every 
preventive regulation which o^r ancestor* 
with parental anxiety suggested in the days 
of simplicity and truth, to guard the Firee-- 
dom of Election^ ought to be cast into the 
lire as waste paper and rubbish. 

Your Lordship has often demanded o( 
the friends of Reform, to what period they 
would revert to seek for the Constituti<Mt 
of England. The Reformers, my Lord, 
will make answer, and tell -you that ihf 
real Constitution, only with a much greate^ 
latitude of suffrage than is now sou^t for« 
existed from the earliest times to the fa- 
mous disfranchising act of the 6di of Hen- 
ry 6th. Since it appears by the latest in- 
quiry into the early history of our country, 
that the Norman Conqueror made little or 
no alteration in the civil government of 
the country, — (See Sir W. Jones's admi- 
rable speech on Parliamentary Reform, 
Vol. 5 of his works,) a speech which ought 
to be deeply studied by every friend to the 
measure; the speech of a man who was 
made up of religion, learning, and inte- 
grity ; the speech of a man, of whom it 
was emphatically said, " that it was well 
for the world that he had been born." 

The Reformers will tell you, my Lord, 
that it was lost both in theory and practice^ 
during the distracted ' times of the latter 
period of the 15th century — that it was 
kept down by the tyranny of the Tudors-^ 
that it spoke again, through its orffan, the 
people, to two of the Princes of the house 
of Stewart— (see the Petition of Right,^ 
that its balance was ^< by the caprice and 
partiality of our Kings, from Henry 6th to 
Charles 9d gradually vested in the inferior 
boroughs"— ^(see the Yorkshire Memorial,' 
1783,] and that it would have effectualUy; 
and proudly raised its head at the '<' Glo- 
rious Revolution," had not the Prince of 
Orange bullied those of whose lives, li- 
berty, and property, he professed hixnself 
the friend and defender. 

For the real history of the Bill of Rif^ts^ 
I must request your Lordship to turn to 
Ralph's Hbtory of Englahd, Vol. 2, p. 
53. Your Lordship will thete find that 
the Bill of Rights was only the Bill decla- 
ratory of our rights, and that it was to 
have been followed up by another, making 
specific provision to carry these rights imo 
effect, which was defeated by the Prince 
of Orange himself, who roundly declared^ 
that if Parliament insisted so much on li» 
mitations, he would return to Holland| 
and leave them to the mercy of King James. 
ThuS| my Lord| to use a homely expres- 
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^\6a^ th Bill if Ifights mt^ tht Bill ^ 
Ftur^^ but the ait^ntr has not jei beta 
served up !' 

That I should impute ajiy imprapsr mo- 
iiyes to your Lordship* Gpd forbid, but 
there tnaiy be ao ^or of iht judgment^ as 
«reU •$ of the &far/; ^nd I couJd i^ bear 
At cause of Reform arraign^ without 
ipakhig the best elfoft^ ui nay' power t9 
liiterpose m its bd^f. To yqur Lordi 
ihip's airgumeots I have opposed those 
which have confirmed me in my opinions ; 
both, ace now before the jp[^l^lif9 and io 
iheir preaent| as well as fiiture views of 
'th^ Btibject, that public must judge be* 
tweenuSi 

\ ia addressing this letter to yo^r Lordr 
jhip|. I have^only taken the Ubotyi I 
love only exercised the riffht which thi| 
n^vniest of your Lordships constituent^ 

E esses; when a man's country is a^ 
e, he i% no fri^d to it woa suflers ce<* 
(emony to «^ay him. 1 hf ve endeavourc^i 
^pwevtiv to (Uscuss the point witl^ ^U the 
temper such serious subjects require. I 
have not, ( tru$t| for i^ momentt lofst sight 
of that respect which I owe and feel to your 
Lordahip'f sUu^hh^ pukUc urvius^ aud 
^dm^'wprihi and though I may be in an 
4»nor, (which I must share, should that 
(d the case^ with 400^^ of the mo4( bfimiia 
Pafjiapent Siaie^weo, Mwyeirst Juriatas 
and Ktoralists that £pgiaod ever knew;) 
yet I ahall thmk myself ' inrell repaid fqr tfa« 
Attempt I have made, if ui explaining the 
fjaoses of ^^ the PoUiical Faith whidi if i^ 
ms" I shall have succeeded in persuading 
your Lordship, whose good o|iipion I very 
i^uch value, ^at my mistake has not 
ominatecl^o thoug^leastiesfs or vice. 
; I sbaU now, my Lord, bring this letter 
to a close, I haye disburdened iby mind^ 
bavjn^ I t^U said enough to shew that 
FarltanMbtary Reform Istiot the ^^ baseless 
(abric/' your Lordihip ha$ represented if, 
io be, and that' a Qaaoi^ ^9 Ippg ^ ^7 
weight is attached to ^ave aofl virtuous 
iuthprities 9^ entertain a conviction of 
Itf neicwity, |v|thout lal^ouring und^ the 
lni|i^lation of ^^ vanity or presvmption." 

I have the honour to be^ 
My LoaUf 
Veiy truly and ItithMly yours, 

^ WMJm FAWKES. 



im 
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JBk^h BidUl'm.^ContinHUfr^mpm S74l 

Having learned that the enemy lud oor 
cupied'the town of Wolokolamsk, thr^s^eo-^ 
ing by this movement my rig^ AM^ ' 
immediately detached Colonel JVrnfcyndMT 
with the Cossacks of thei flnard,.afi4,M)i( 
regiment pf tcbercnosonbiK,, Imimm 
him to reconnoitre the eoemy. wto 4viip# 
him away, if it, be possible, uroa^ WiAsJk/s^ 
lamsk. lordered Golop^.Jelowuskoiy 9^' 
to retire one ^ep^ that ihe enemy fliMP 
nol perceive my mpven2en^.rf~Jhv tbt 
mean while, I have advanced withlbe wMf 
of m^r detachment towarck ibe-Mm ef 
Kim, and poste4 myself sevea wwits ^w^ 
the village of Pavicfonea^ in oicdcr thq bc»« 
ter to support Cofonel Ben^endof^ a^ 
anticipate the enemy in his movemcaii mm 
Wokikolaqisk towards Twer. YcstqidUy 
t received accounts bom }A^ Benkcncfori^ 
that Wol^k^ilamsk was only opc^|l«e4 by i 
part of the enemy, wha have reared 1% 
wards Rouasa* I We ofdered M. B«^ 
kendoicff to post himself ao^ Rousaj^ mi 
to occupy the eiivirops of |lo|aisk:. vii 
then, after having joined the detachmieiit St 
Major Prendeil, to act upon all the roads 
Which lead from Mqjsusk towan(sxheXi»tii| 
r- — This very momehty t tKvr<kJcei9^l«|d^ 
from |it» Prendeil the ipieUijjgfQq^ oC % 
having already had some aSurs with the 
enemy. I am convinced that th^ ^nove* 
ments of Major Prendeil were the cause ot 
the abandonipent of Wolokolan^^i ^7 dM 
enemy, who, according to Major PreaodTs 
report, sufiRsred ^at lo^s. He has sent 
me thirty-six prisoners.-^ — Tp-morrow I 
shall my^lf advance towards the town sf 
Woskreseuck, whence it will bt; easy bf 
me to reinforce my advanced guard, whiqli 
is at Tschemoy Griasi as weli a^ Bpikeiiv 
dorlTy de^chmept; at the siMne time I 
shafl. attain by this meaps my principal oh* 
ject, which i^ to cover Kleb and TweTj st 
well as the road from Petersburgh. 



Tuttn^rikird BuiUl'm vjike Ftmeh e^md 

The advanceit) guard, commanded by tbf 
Kl^g of Naples, Is upon the Nava^ tvrcnty 
leagues from l^oscow. The enemy's. anii|r 
is upon the Kalouga. Sonu; skijrmishci 
|iave taken place for the last thi^ diiys. 
Th^ Kin^ ofNapIeS has had Mi th^ aavao-' 
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Uge,. and aliray^ ariyen the enemy irom 
their posUioiis. Ilie Gdssadcs hover upon 
iNir flanks. A patrol of 150 dragooDS, of 
the mrd eoniflaaiKled by Major Mmrthod, 
Ifit vJlen into an ambuscade of the Cos- 
sacks^ betwetfli thd road of Moscow and 
Kalougo. The dragoons sabred 300 of 



{«3« 



them, and opened themselves a passage; 
but thejr left 20 men upon the £^4 of 
faattle« who were taken, amoncst them is 
the fnajor, dangeroiisty Woiinded. The 
Duk< pf Elchi^en is at Boghorodoek. 
Tho advanced guard of jthcViceFoy is it 
%ott8at upon the Yoad to Dmitrow.— — 
The colours takeia by the Russiims from the 
Turkst in diftrtsnt wars, and several curious 
things bund in the KremUut have beeii 
simt off lor Paris* We found a Madonnai 
enriehed with diamonds : It haa also been 
sent lo Paris, We add heire a statisticai 
acotmnt of Moscowi which Was CD^nd among 

tbfr papers of- the Palace. It appears 

thjn Sostopchb has emigrated. At Voro* 
novo be set 'fire to his castle, and left the 
following writing attached to a post: 

^ I' hate, for eight y^rs, embellished this 
cpuntiy.hWse, and I bav^ lived happy, \fk 
iiih tkci bosom of my (amily. The rnha- 
biiants of this estate, to the number of 
I,T20r^ult irat your^ppoacb (I) ; and-l 
set fire to my housi? that it may not be ppl- 
Ijit^'by yodc pteseoce.. Fivnchmen* I 
liivf' jfamdoaed to you my two Moscow 
hou^, with furniture, worth half a mil- 
lion of ttibles; bare yoii will only find 
ashes (4j. 

<( CovMT Fedoe Rostopchin. 

Tht Dsdace of Prikice Kurakb is one of 
those which has beeii saved from the fire. 
G^ieraL Count Nansouty is lodged in it. 
— r^W^ succeeded, with great difficulty, 
in withdravrin^ from the hospitals and 
houses on fire, a part of the Russian sick. 
There remains about 4,000 of these ^etch- 
ed men* Tht number of those who pc- 
risbed is extremely great. «*—^ We have 
had for the last eight days a vrarmer sun 
ti^ is experienced at Pgrb at ibis seaKM9» 
— «-^We do not perceive that we are in ^e 
Korth.««--*--The Duke of Reggio. who is^at 

Wtlna, bas entirely recovered *^ ^The 

enapy's General in Chief, Bagration, is 
dead of the wound whifth be received m 



been able to, consde himself in the Mdety 

bf tfaft SnglishComoiissal^, Wilson. * 

The Staff- Major will cause the details of the 
battles of Smolensko and Moskwa to be 
printed, and point out those who distln^ 
guisfaed themselves. -^-^ We have jdsi 
armed the Kremlin with 30 piccel of dm-' 
non, aiid cipdstructed duvidu^c Jk/rize ziji^ 
all the entrances ofil* It (fkpm a lortres%iT 
Bake-houses and magasines Hfe estahlinhedi 
iitt it. . . ' 



)twerUy*/ourih ButUtita ofOu'Crandlri^^^ 

General Bairon Delzons has marched upon* 
Dnltrow. The adTanced guard of the^ 
King of Naples is upon the Nara, inihe' 
piesence oithe enesjiyi who is occupaed* 
witA rebresbing his army, and compleciBg' 

it by means of th^ militia^ ^1^ wetdMtf ; 

is still fine. The first snow fell yesterday,! 
In twenty days v^f shall be in winter ouar-». 
ters.-rr-'The Russiao troops ia Moldavia' 
have joined Genml Ttnmiowy those of 
Fikiland have disembarked at Rij^. Tfae]^' 
came out and attacked ^the lOtIi corpa» 
Tb^y were beaten i 3,000 «aen wereinado. 
prisoners. The official account of lU» 
brittnnt combat, vrhiefa does ^o-niudr in^ 
nour to General de Yorck, is not yet re*^ 
oeived^-— ^AU^ our wouoded have leit 
Smolensk, Minsk^ and Moliilow; a great' 
number are restored, and h^e rejoined; 

their corps. Much private coritsp<^-' 

ence b^ween Peterabui^ and Moscow hae> 
made known the situation of- the empm^i 
The project of burning Mostow wasJcqpr ; 
secret. The greater part of the Nobles ai^; 
individuals l^ew nothing of it»— ^--^'Ai 
Engineers have drawn out a pian of ihe- 
dty, marking the houses which have bete' 
saved from the James^ . It appears that 
there has only been saved from ibe coQfi»». 
gration the tenth part of- thecity* Nkion^ 
tenths of it no longer esisi. < 



army disavows the fire of Moscow. The 
fntibors of this attempt are held in detesta- 
tion among the; Russians. — — They coibi- 
derRostppchinaaasoftofMarat. lifha^ 



teder /rom M, Marinf^ CMmandmi of 
ihtMlHia of the prmnci p/^Jilh$(^iw^ 
, h Count Rasiapchin* 

Mojaisk, 24dhAtt^. {SehU5). Ult. 
On my arriv^a at Mqjaisk the ilst Aur. 
(^d Sept.) the bead-quarten'were at eight 



WCKSii fimp thta •town. Theimt of that 
the l>attle of Moskwa. The Russian [twounitedarmies wasat six wersu. The 



first army occupied the right, the second 
the left ; the corps of reserve consista of 1* 
battalioiM.— Th^ Prince is determinod t» 
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mwXd may nol be dec^ved, daped, juod cheated 
Slla this sofc J, WIUJAM COBBETT, 
JfBotley, in Hampshire, pnt upon record 
the foUowfcg facts: to wit: That, ou the «4th 
Jhme, 1809, the foUowrag article ^^^^ P"|f" 
liibed In a Lortdon new»-paper, called W 
CoomBR:-'-^" The Matiny amongit the LO- 
«* CAL MILITIA, which bioke opt at Ely, was 
'</miunaiely •^ppre^sed. on ^ednesday by the 
** arrival of fonr squadrons of the OKltMAN 
« L^ION CAVALRY from Bury, under the 
« command of General Anckland. Five of the 
*^ liogleadert were tried by a Conrt-Martial, and 
** MfUmfitd U receive 500 Uuket taeh, pait of which 
♦« punishment thev received on Wedneaday^ and 
*< a part was remitted. A stoppage for their knap- 
^ ioeks was the ground of the complaitit that eic- 
** cited this mntino^ spirit, whidi ooeastoned 

^ "'-^'rofficerSf and demand 

r arrears. . The first 
&gion halted yesterday 

( return to Bury." 

»9, 1 published, in* the 
icle cettsoriug, in the 
ceedSsgs; that, for so 
ralprosecuted, as ^edi- 
K-Cmcro Information, 
mo, and alaa my printer, my pnblisher, and one 
#f the ptindpal retaiters of the Political Regisfeer ; 
tbat I was brought to trial on the 16th June, 
1810, and was, by a Special Juiy, that is to say, 
by \i mep ont of 48 appomted by the M^aster of 
tfe Crown Office, foond" gtttlty ; that, on the 
fOtfa of thetane month, I .wM cQmpelled to giTe 
baU for my appearance to receive judgment; 
and that, as I came up from Botley (to which 
place I had returned to my iamily and my farm 
on the evening of the 15th), a Tipstaff went 
down from London m order to seize me, per- 
sondty i that, on the 9th of July, ,idiO, I, tpge* 
ther with my printer, publisher, and tlie news- 
man, were brought into the Court of , King's 
Bench to receive jodemdnt; that the three 
Ibrmer were sentsncod to .be imprisoned for 
flome months in the KUig^ Bench prison i that I 
was sentenced to be imprisoned for ^wo years in 
Newgate, the great receptacle for malefactors, 
and &e front of which is the scene of numerous 
hiBgings in the conraa of every year; that the 
port of the priaoifin which I was sei^teD(^d.to be 
confined it sometimes mhabited by felons, ^at 
fblona were actually in it at the time I entered 
it : that one ttaa ^"^ takeii dnt ofit to be trims- 
porled in about 48 hours after I was put into tihe 
l6ime yard vrith ^im ; and that it is the place of 
confinement for men guilty of unnatural crim^ 
of ^b^m- there are fbnr in it at this time ; that, 
b^des thia imprisonment, I was sentenced to 
I^ay a thousaiklbounds TO THE KING^ and to 
give securtw fbr my good behavi6ilr for seven 
y«ers9.JDyaeir-iii ihe amn ef '9^000' poundiiy and 



twosoretiei in the anm of 1,000 

that the whole of this sentence has been execntM . 
upon me, thftl have been hnprisonedtticjgro 
years, have paid the thousand pounds TO THE 
KING, and have given the ball, Tlroottiy Brown 
and Peter' Walker, Esqrs. bemg my Ai^^t^-i 
that the Attorney General was Sir yW^™5^ 
the Jodtte who sat at the trial Lord Edeoboroag^ 
the four Judges who sat At passing sentence Etten- . 
borough, Grose, Le'Blanc, and Bailey ; and tt« 
the jurors were, ThoJmas Rhodes of Bnmpslead 
Jloii, John Davis of Sonthanyton Place, Japes 
Ellis of Tottenham Court Road, John Ricliaiids • 
of Bayswater, Thomas Marsbam of Brter Sfacet, 
Robert Heathcote of High Street Maiylebonc, 
John Maud of York PtaceMarylebone, George* 
Bagster of Church Terrace Pancr^, >^??** 
Taylor ofRed Lion Square, I>»'«tP«"^r ^^: 
John Street, WUliam Palmer of Upper Street 
Islington, Henry Favre of Pall Mail; Aat the 
Prime Siinisters during the time were Spcnew 
Perceval, nntil.he was shot by John BeUinghmiR« 
and after that Robert B. Jeijkinsoo, Eart of Li- 
verpool : that the prosecution and »€n^« took 
ptece in the reign of Kin^ George the Third, and ' 
that, he havhiflr become msabe dur|nf paf iid|>«- 
SQiMuent, the 1,000 pounds was paid to his son, , 
the Prince Regent, inbU behalf; that, durmg my 
imprisonment, I wrote and published S64 ^nf 
-and Lettare upon political iid^ti; that, ^mttg 
the same time, 1 vras visited by persona finota 19T 

ties 



cities and towns, many of them as a jorf ^aw- 
ties from Societiet or Clubs; that, at tfie e»plra- 
tion of my imprisonment, mrlbeimi m Jmj, 181S, 



tion of my imprisonment, c ^ - ^ 

a creat dmner waa given > UM«0 for -^ w- 

poae of receivmg me, at whididionor upwards «f. 



600 persons were present, and at vffaM:h Sir 
Francis Burdett presided ; that dinners and other 
parties were held on the same oocasiOD hi many 
other places in Engtand ; that, on my way jboBie, 
I was received at Altoiif, the firat tow© m Hl«h 
shire, with the ringing of the Church belts; diat 
a nespe^Qshile c6ni;»aQy met ma mid gave wat a 
dinner at Winchester; that I wi? drawn frooi. 
niore than the distance of a mile into Botley^. 
the people ; that, upon my arrivafin the vU^g^ 
I found all the people assembled to receive me^ 
that. I concluded the day by c«ptoiBh«to theai 
the cause of my imprisonment, uid bf 0ri|g 
them clear notions respecting the no^giog of tha. 
Local Militia-men at Ely, and respecting the » 
ploymient t>f Gennan Troops ; atod, finally, whidj 
u more than acomf^mation for mvlosa^ and jp 
luy sodSeringSc X am in perfect health and attcogthy 
and, though I must, for the sake of six childr(»|, 
feel the dimhiution tliat has !»een'niadehi my' 
ptOBtirty (dihikiiig it rif^t in me id decline IM 
&er of a sub«:ription), I have tbe i6onsaUj^im.tJ|. 
see growing up tliree sons, upon whose hean% & 
trwt, all these facts wiU be engraven, .^ , 

BM/sy, Jalyt3,181t. ''[ 
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SUMMARY OF POLITICS- 

Imockdi AKUS 01 Mbscow.-«-->FMlii l|Mi 
official docnnpElhtSi which the reader WM 
fiud in thejpfcscDC sheet (if ibayeioomfdr 
themjy it appears that the f;nq)a«r of 
France has quitted the niiiift of Moscow, 
and tkam a pan*, at least, of hi» inuf has 
beto defeateid hj the Russiaw* Indeed,: if 
wf ^ve full credit to the stateieti of the 
Rusaiaos aad of ofir news-papers, we iniist 
be ready to expect the total, or, nearf 7 tte 
total, btVierthtoiw^.tlie FraichaBiiiy«- For 
my (Nirt, I receive with great distrust, 
whatercr coibes from this quarter. The 
BniMon accotmts have unifomly been in 
direct opposkion to those of the Frmefa 
arviy. It we had believed the Russian ac- 
couqU, we must h»ft believed, that the 
Fnench were defieatcd in every battle ; and 
yet, vre, at last, found, that the French 
R>«d actvaUy anived at Moseow, into 
the Generals as well as the Bishops 
of Rmsia declared that it was impostible 

Cm- tbem to enter. However, as ^ tke 

^^ £itber of lies". is said, tipea mm mm- 
sion^ to bive uttered tivth; s»Jliliaybe 
with the wHMrs of- Rimii MkilM aari 
their c» operato rs in faglaad; and the 
greal coaqueror may, possibly, have been, 
at last, put, as we are told he has been, to 
disgrae«lal flfgk.-^Of tU uso wbkh 
«dier ppwevB, and which England In pani- 
culir, ought to «Mbe of this event, it will 
be time enougbtoepeal when wc have the 
confirmation of the impastant inttBigetye ; 
and) in the meanwhile, we will turn bade 
to, and discuss, a matter of great import- 
anee tt> thr safety of the people of every 
cnuitry ; I tntan, the iri^iand extmiioit of 
ihe uuendimriiff «r, raikir^ a few ^ iiu 
^^imhu^^j^ lU iUf qf MBscm^ the 
circumstances of which transaction are, in 
the Franeb news-papers, stated to have 
been at follows: "that, on the ^th of 
** S^ember last, BuonapanA caused to be 
** assembiad at Moscow a military commls- 
^^ sion or Ctym Martial, for the trial of 
** JtweatjF-aix of the persons accused of set« 
*^ ting fiit to that f uy : ten of tj^cm arere 
" condenmed to dfatb, and tbc^o^ief iix- 



.'■ T ^ '* ■■■' " ■ ■ ^ ■ ^—^ [^4% 

*' tem werr sentenced to- be'tmprisonad^' 
^ there not being suflSieient evidanca against 
" ihfem to JMSiify the Court Martial in aan« 

^* demninj {bem todeaith." Thistraas^ 

aatiott has^faaen coamemed on^'in soai^ 
of the English -news^ papers, jn a manner 
that has excited in me a great deal af sur- 
prise; for, thoQgh scarcely any thii^ tit' 
^a^ way of either fisiliehBad or felly woulcf 
snrprisa me in the far ureaier p^ of ihoaQ 
papers, yet, there areoUiersi and esfiietially' 
the doming Gbvonkle, from theeditoaor 
nduch betM things miafat ha. expeded, 

The comments to which I here aHode, 

ooottin ihe most fxtcaordinaryj the most 
alanning, and the i^ost horBime docuiner 
that i ramamber ever to have i|iet with iir 
print, or to have heard bre^died in con* 
versation. — ^The leader upon this ccca** 
sion appears to have been the editor of tfafr 
Times news-paper, who, te iba. eleventh; 
itistam, . put teth a >usti6catinft of that tar* 
ribia act, dw biiMMii§iof the city of Mas^ 
cow. I will first insert this article ; I will 
than Insert whas the Morning Chronicle of 
tbrsame^day said upon the same subjactr 
and then I will submit to the reader my> 

oteervationt thereon. it will he saen^ 

bvm a peruml of ibese articks, that thdbp 
anthors asaan. Fust, ikai ih £mp€ror 
Mexatder ktd a pUUi^ JuU^ and perjeck 
right Ugm ordMnfor iht burning iifM^s-* 
cewf ai Ma ikm^ and im Uu manner^ d^ 
scribed bjf Hu Frmiuh. Sacoiti), /te/ bi^ 
subjids had an equal ri^ i& qipi as if^ 
are allied to W» dsii«, thai is ta sqfh /a- 
selJUe to the ciif qf Moscow at th$ Umm 
mentioned^ and that Ihejf had a, r4§f^ Iku^ 
lo actj witkoitt anjf oVur authorUi^^^an 
ihsir omm brtfpe and laudable resoSfim^ 
Taian, that Jfapalem bfid no ri^ to crarMa 
aajr tribunal to Ig^ ihou per^ons^ mi Aab 
it was a tribunai equally unknown lo ifia 
laws qf Cod and aavi, o/nfilare^ and of 
nations f and onlf compiUni to pronounce u 
sintence of judicial murder* Fouarn, 
that it concerns all the nations 4(f the worU^ 
solemn^ to protect against this act qf the 
Emperor of franfi* Fifth, that the £n^ 
per or i^Mussia would not justlj btf puttiMt 
/s» French officers of high rank ^.4f(MK 
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fcr every indlyidual Bussian executed upon 
this 4fU9$ion by ths orders of Buonaporte. 

The whole of these asseitious are, I 

ttuok, wholly uafeuiided; in suppoit of 
which opinion, I shall submit my reasons 
to the reader when I have inserted the 
whole of the articles from which I hftve ex- 
tracted the assertions. This latter I deem 
necessary, in order that the reader may see 
ihe arguments on both sides of the ipiestion. 
^ .^-^.The article from the Times news- 
paper is as follows : " In pnrsuins our 

^^ extUQt&.isnm the Frendk^papcrs rectiTod 
^ on Monday, we earnestly <»tt the atten- 
<< tion of our readers to ent, which presents 
*< an instance of the most atrocious inso- 
<* lence recorded in history. The MON* 
** STER, who, without a shadow of rea- 
<< sottable pretence^ imaied the ftuseian 
*< empire^ and seized its capital, has dared, 
<i in impious aiockery of die fcirms of jus^ 
^* tice, to bring to trial, to condemn and 
*^ execute, certain Russian subjects, charg* 
*< ing it on them as a crime, that diey 
^* o^yed the orders of their Severeign^ in 
'^< destroying property which would other- 
«' wise have fallen mto the hands ^ the 
«< ^lic foe. We ask not, whether the 
^ accused parties had,, or had not, any 
** thing to do with the transaction, in point 
•* of iact. We ask not, whether the con- 
«< flagrttion was ^ccidci^, 4>r intentionai,, 
ic .—whether it ««as occasioned by the can^ 
«< nonade of the French, or by the despe- 
*^ ra^e fury of the enraged Moscovites, or 
«( by a combination of both these causes* 
^< We assert^ that the Mmperor Alexander 
•^had a ttain^ fullj 0id perfect right to 
^< give oriers to the effect stated; and that 
<( his subjects had an equal ri^t to act^ as 
«< th^ are alleged to hoj^e done^ without 
«< any other authority than their own brare 
*< and laudable resolution. ^ The judgment 
<^ pponounced by theMilkary Cemmission, 
^< created al Moscow by Buonaparte, is, in 
*< point of leg&l effect^ a mere nullity. He 
** had, he could have m^ right to create any 
* ** such tribunaly-^a tribunal equally «n- 
*^ known 40 the laws of God and man, — of 
« nature and ofnations^ — and wily compe^ 
«« tent to rpfonounce a sentence of judicial 
^* murder! It concerns^ all the nations of 
<* the world openly, instanily, solemnly to 
«^ protest against the usurped inuthorityof 
*' this self-created *< surrogate of justice/' 
^< It concerns none more than the Kngltah 
<( nation. Upon^ the very same grounds 
^^Vthat these ten Russians have been cte* 
^^ dimmed to death, any number of indivi-* 
<* duals who belonged to our tetreotiitg 



campaign cf 



" arvmy in the Portuguese 
*^ 1810,-*nay9 the gaTlant> 
" Commander of that army himself,*' cer- 
^ tissima oppresses £uropet spes" — migfat 
** then, or may hereafter^ be led forth to 
^' execution; for it h idktosay, that chi 
*' hand that executes is more guilty than 
^' the hoKi that plans; or that Lord W«I- 
^ lington had greater autkori^ to command 
'* in Fhrtugal than Count Rastopchbi in 
^^ Moscow: and we know that he was art 
*^ that dme accused by die Mo eitMi r m tks 
*< samnienns as the other ift-mnr^ oC ^* em* 
*' ^\ ployii^ extraordinary meant of de* 
«( c( teoce, by fire and destruction, dm^ 
^^ '< proved by all dviliced nations.'- And, 
^' hstly, it is evident, that if WKhcondnct 
*^ be criounal in 1619, it was so in 1810, 
^^ and the liability to punidunent for it 
^' will attach to the puty implicated, 
^^ throughout the whole ooutve of his Hfe* 

u ^But it is not Lord Wettingion, or 

^' Count Rastopchin, or the Emperor Alext 
<< ander alone, that is strack at; though 
^' they have aU been honoured by the pre* 
*< fcriptive pen of Buonaparte ; — erery wise 
*> and cautious Government^ ewery iroH 
^* and patient people has incurredy or is 
^^ rea/^ at etery instant to inoir, this new 
*^ species of moral turpitude. If 'I may 
* ^' not Jire my house to prei^enr iu nfiif^St^ 
^^ shelter $0 my enemfi i mt^ not 4Mr^ 
^^ my com, or drive n^ cattle b^^and ius 
^* reachf or even refuse my wife or dau^ 
^^ ter to >his brutal lust. There isabso- 
^^ lutelyii0 line to be drawn between tk 
^^ denial of a perfect n^ of defence by 
^' means of fire and- destruction, amd tht as« 
^' sertionof a positive dttty in the BM»tbase, 
'^ci^piug, slavish non-resistance;— > and 
'' this he knowb well enough. He loivis to 
^' feign by terror, and by terror only rank 
*^ maintain such an entire sttIi|ugatlon of 
^^ the mind of Europe, as that at whkh he 
^' aims. This pi^tendei juc^gment Is part 
*> of his s^eme, and emanates nafnrallj 
'' from bis system ; and is not meant lo 
*' operate specially in Russia, iiutitt Aof- 
'^ tria and Prussia, in America, in Engliodt 
<« -nand dl thn under the Kmsy^ veli*«f 1 
^^ regani for the laws of w^r^'as-pnctised 
*t anting civilised nations w^e — ^We.admtt, 
'^ that tlie strict laws of wiv^MiM'be^i- 
*^ forced, even against diemies^ — blit whs 
'* is this grand reformer ^f the pracHee ef 
^^ nations? If a similar, 6r epm 1 fa 
*^ more e(|uitable and justifiaUe^ mtrity 
^'faad been practised « toward himuidhii 
^* ageiiUy they would long aiht^e-have beca 
*^ lm«g up like dogs, the objceta of scoih 
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"^^ and abfibrrence to every passer-by^ for 
** their unmafily, and (except in their own 
^' bloody revolution) imprecedented cruel- 
•* ty« Leoi at the Frmek proeiamatiom 
**</1809', 180*, 1809, 1810, in Inland, 
•* in German kt ihc Tyrol,, in I^rtwgai^ 
^ in Spdm^ subscribed with the names of 
*^ Kostnski, Parigot, Lefebvre, Jonot, Soiilt 
^ (we take these at haca^d, from a heap of 
*^ siiiiilar compositions). Are they net- 
*' enough te make the blood rim told vHth 
*' horror ^ and the haip stand on end wM- 
•* awfidjear of the DIVINE vtr^emee on 
*^ such iniquities ? Do they not .contain 
*' ^eats of razing houses, burning down 
** whole towns, shooting individuals, and 
*' banish^g families, for mere ac&eredoe to 
''the duties of loyalty and patriotismy 
*^ Were not these infernal denunciations 
*^ txecitiedin Fortmgnl, until the Deifpertr 
** came; and were- they not fearfully rc- 
*' tracted in Spain, when retaliation was 
^* threatened?^— This last consideratmi 
** points out the just, and.only answer, that 
^* the Emperor Alexander ought to make to 
'^ the audacious Manifesto in question^ 
** For the first native Russian in the list of 
** those confessedly mardered by order of 
** Buonaparte, let him instantfy htmg ten 
'* Barons efthe French /Smpire, 0r i^ghts 
*' ofiUHesM efUmmr, Mia / 
** eirerif other maividuttl that has been me^ 

*^ cuied^" Thus far the fimes ntit^ 

paper. We will now hear the Morning 
Chronicle*—-*-/^ It wiH be recollected, 
** ^tm one of the hte French BnHeUns re- 
^' corded the "feet of several Itossiaas hav* 
*' ing been put to death, for no odwrcitee 
*^ than that of being faithful to the cause 
** of their coudtry. In endeavooriK to ren^ 
^^ der the possession of Moscow tiT as Httfe 
** avail as possible to the mvadm, by de* 
^^ etrdying It. It mm appears that this 
' *^ atrocKMxt act was attempted to be cover* 
** ed' by the meek solemnity of a Military 
** Cotrtmission^ at which the charge of 6ti* 
^ ting fire to the City was formdly made 
** against 26 Ruatiaoa, several of whom 

* *^ wore natives of Moscow, and for whkh 

'»<<i.<f iina MtoMed to dea^t 

'*^aud theftmainiog i6, although it ^«s 

** ackuo^^le^^ tiSt there was not evi* 
** dence so^ent to convict- them, were 
' ** ordered to be det<Hned in the prisons of 
' *•' Moieow, to prevent the mischief they 
'< might eommit'! The detail of the pro- 
'*< ceMihgs of thi» Military Commission we 
** have extracted from the French papers* 

• *^ Had it not been' for their own record thus 
*^ published to the world, it would, per- 



*^ hips, have scarcely been believed that so 
^' wanton and barbarotts a violation of 
'' evory principle of justice had really been 
^* committed; yet such is the fact avowed 
** in the Frenth official document. A Mi- 
•* lltary Oommissiott, consisting of French 
" officers, 4s appointed to try 26 natives of 
** Russia, upon no other charge than that 
" of M« fair exercise of the righ's of war 
" against an invader; antf by that Military 
^' Commission ten of these individuals are 
-^' coodemned to death, and the rest «en- 
** tenced to linger in a prison I" — ^-Iishajl 
now enter upon those reasons, upon whjcTi 
liound my denial of the assertions aboye 
stated; but, first of alF, there are sonie 
other assertions, introduced here incident^ 
ally, and which, it seems to be supposed 
by the writers, will be taken for granted ; 

and which I am not for so taking; -Wo 

aro told, that " the MONSTER invad<id 
'' the Russian Empire without the shadow 
" of rmsonMe pretence^" By the mon-^ 



mer is meant the Emperof of France, he 
whom are recognized in a solemn treaty As 
lawfully the Chief Magistrate of that coun- 
try ; he whom we sent an Envoy to treat 
with in 1606 ; hofcr holding whom forth 
to tiie execratioB of the people of France 
Mr. Pekier was, in our Court of King's 
J^((ftneh,liMadgmltyof«tTimif!alMMl; Hi 
in short, with whom, in all human proba^ 
bility, we mnt treat again, if we are ever 
to hfpe peace. - — However, monster 6r 
monster not, it is 2 falsehood^ it is a direct^ 
dearj known feloehood, to say, that Napo* 
leon lAvaded Russia ^^ without a shadow of 
** reasonaMe pretence ;" for, as this hirfe- 
liBg tH the Timc3 liews-paper well knows, 
the Emperor of France complained of the 
Cztt's not having adhered to the Treaty of 
Tilsit ; he complained that the Cear, hair- 
■Bg, aj Tilsit, obtained an equivalent for 
shutting out the commerce of England, 
had, with that e({uivalent in his possession, 
refused to shut out the said commerce. He 
said, " when I had you within my grasp 
^* at Tilsit, I let go my hold upon coudl- 
" tjon that ybu would faithfully adhere to 
<* the CotiKineattl system against England i 
" and now. being free from my grasp, you 

•<« do not adhere to that system." Whe^ 

ther the facts here alleged be true or false U 
not the question. The question is, whe- 
ther there be here a reasonable preience ; 
and, as it is obvious that the* pretence is 
not '0^ rcasona%^ but very plausible, it 
follows, of course,'' that the asse?tfon^of the 
Times is, as to this matter, wholly fflsc 
— -The nsxt assertion that I nuiice is, 
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tii^iim of tht TimoiaBd tbe C^^^rier «- 
euseiSe French rf hanng burtU^ CHj^ 
aod wfinmiytd ihem m borribjc mpps^on 
fcr the «$. Oa the ^onskiaicf of thiS;! 
8h»ll ipcak by wdby; I ooly puprioo k 
now |# »|iew that theie has liecii tw© 
gtofiwat to.tht fact. I do no^ tb^ 
for*, Wty, ihjrt theEinpwor Ate^w%» 
did ?cturily gire orJtors for th^ dcsonpr 
tioft" of *e Gmt«l of RM¥«f «««f 
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, ikat the coixiuct of ctitain French G«wn^ 
was '^ enough to make the hair jMad on 
«^ end wkh awfoi fear of DIV1W£ fen- 

" sconce 0ft 5i«:A ini^uUin***'. 1 beg the 

reader to compare this with the eaoi of Mr. 
Gautiing, who represents Buonaqpirie as 



\^ Ul loase upon us Inf Divim 
.Why, then* are we to suppose tbtt that 
. lame ProTidence is displeased with what he 

and hb Generab do? What a caprkioiis, 



and, indeed, whatan unjust Being, 4» these no smaU part of. lU j^.it^.liu^ i 



men of cant make of P^yMance*. Ifay 
«ft| Ull US, thatProvideok empkiys Htti^- 
leon as a scourge on mankind. This it not 
placing Providence in a verv amiable light ; 
but, ^hat are we to think of them when 
eiiey add, that Providence, havuig first let 
loose the French to scourge nMuokuod, then 
fs ready to infiia vengeance upop them br 

having been a scourge ? Reader, pray 

consider these things t Pray, do exercise 
your senses! Pray, be not > cheated any 
^ loneer for want of a little reflection t Pray 
^ wiuudraw yourself from the disgraceful ti- 
tuation of bein^ the gull of these hypocdtes^ 
—1 now come to the five above-stated 
assertions, the First of whi^i is, Thai ifte 
, Emperor Alexander had a plain^ full^ and 
perfect righe^ to give orders Jor the burmi^ 
o/ Moscow f at the time^ and in the mannnr 
described bj/t the /r^nM**— ^-Now. tJke 
French report says, th& the govenuvent of 
^ Russia had prepared befiMPe*hand the means 
. ^f destroying Moscow by^re, if it should 
lad into the hands of the Frendi; that the 
plan was to set fire to thejcily Iwenty-bur 
hours after the arrival of the FSnnch, the 
engines for putting out fire behig jKvekmAf 
carried away; mat divccs pecmns were 
ordered to remain dt^fpmiod at Miicow, in 
order to pnt the phn in cxecuttonf that ac- 
cordingly, the cifty was set fire to by ihese 
persons, in the ni|^ of the Jp4th ^ Sep- 
tember; that many of thc;.tncendiaiies were 
killed upon the spot by the French sol- 
diers } and that ifce persiKis condemned and 
executed as above mentioned, weoe io the 

number. Thii is tkt account of Ae facts 

as ifciven by the Frendi^ Vtid it is upon^in 
admtS$ion of these facts being true, th^ the 
Tunes news-paper nuAim the assertion 
which I deny. He says, that the Em- 
peror Alexander had a plain, full, and per- 
tec(' right to give orders for the burning of 
. Moscow at xbt time and in the manner 
above described « I say that the £mperor 
Alexander had no stick rigfu. Mm4> Ido 
pot preiend to say, ihut be did otder the 
ancient Capital of bjs Empire to be burnt ; 
ai^ but 7k few iveeks have elapsed since the 




j^ thatbehadnt..ri{^4LM»9« 

aers. It is a mtm nSHiobet 

Tcrted, except by. those who hold the 
people to be the mere property ^f the 5a- 
v^ekn, that proieclipn and ^iHename f» 
together; that they aie inscpar^i^at 
the latter canaol justly be demanded who* 
the former does notezia$ M diat,, .whn 
a Sovftcign has no, longer ^l>9fWt*^rf- 
bttl any portimi of his snkgeas protpotei 
against an invader, h^ has np^r^ !• de- 
mand obedtnce at thi^ hands, and ha^ no 
right to do any thing to thw ^ «auie 
themtasuSrt CMipt mth«way#iop« 
mr for the n eoew Ky of.tfcm ^aft oC^hia 
toTitories diat they iflhaMl. Upos^fhat 
other ooodition 40'*^ u§m what other 
priaetple, .thm men 4«e aUad «ipeii -in 
yield im thek natural rights^ 4o pafjffyh 
to olrlbna jp^mont rnnmemA'^m^baf 
any Code of Uws? They 4oi ail j*is 
upon the condition of thor bung ^naM^d 
in, the <iMiqt ^m^ioynient of th^» litt^aiMl 
preperty v and, of<mm» wheiathn Se«e* 
re^n ceases to have- the pdworio pMeit 
them ; when his armies fiee bnlMn^livne^ 
the invader, leaving hia pe o ple in ||| 
meity of.the latter, those pieoplOf doidif 
the time that the enemy is mafl»of the 
country,, owe thek Sovereapi no attegian^ 
The oenqneror beo o ittes> lor the tmsohe- 
ing, a«d perhaps for over, j|^ Sewi- 
reign ; the people cannot >ii n% pfciimi.sili 

both at OQce. ^The people of M ^ MJtm 

had a right to demand protecilMi at ik 
hands of their Sovereign; (dUs ri^4b9 
possessed in consefMnco of dimr hovmg 
paid him taxes and yieldedMnb^dkaoe-lo 
bis Jaws* He was, i| aj^^ear% «idife-ta 
;drord them, protection^ be nould nelt 
^hetefore,^ be blamei), pcrhape^ Car M 
protecting them; but surely, tin's « 
stance gave him no rij^ to de 
or their pipperty? If was it 
would supposoy icir hn to le|tf| t 
unprotected; it was enoDfh lor 
bitanu of a great City toAsdj 
exposed io th^ ravi^ of an enrn 
then, must they have flKvehtf 
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<lnfcn of EiflV) to 

inw liiqr ittdi» te« . <Uy g i» i»iwt» ** ^* 

! daw' it iVM to-teve 

t^flllifliBatktot in ordlr to jlbtifytliii 
triUftle ict» M Ml, you ^MKiM ^b^eiir^ 
%hid^ wirihrittrairtipfMied llMiloliaiie 
kfltti cQMiitttif 'If the VMid^ <WI9 b^i 
fMtk as woiihy of !^ tht iik>n5/«r" to wl^ 
it was tboi tefNMii 4Im ginhiit^y r^ 
Mriei to isMder to JMi^r iliis a«^re- 
tMii tint tke Giar had a rwkt l»teuse 
|a be d tioy ed prop§rtg wUdI iMrfd 
ilfciiiiiiHi liave fallen into tht haadftof tfao 
piiKlicfBe. ' Gertainfy lie wotiM %Miliad 
a. right to cause to be diestmye^ sUpi of 
war, magasmes^ fortificatioiis, mA even 
psvnut prepen^,: where the lives i( ilie 
owners <nr odcu^et» were iMt put 1^ j«»- 
paidy, and where the ol^ect lo be attiined 
by such destinictioo was of suffidem im- 
portanoe. But, what was the caseher»? 
Hei^ mt three faandred thensand peneni, 
flf all nges and sexes, whose dwelliags, 
whose fMid, whose raiment, whose beds, 
ito« all at oae and the saeae time, CBoaimied 
hnfire i ft HlSa «^ ^or tiie hinli 

^^3^-fm\imm^m%ti mm — 

i^ufajitt ; to talk aheut 
_ thai terrible destnictioii ; 
. /ifdftfeerof taonaparti;, ifan 
ety for y e«» atro. aaiety, if thb mmedH 
iWh» has not lureftyoiirhwstf tH 
pities wWdi it oofht to possw^ trsN 
pert younelf m idea tocheOliyerii 
Mr ; see tiB flames dewHiriag thadwi 
Ugsoftiiite hmidred thoosaaiipiilple ^i 
Afe cttdiisien,^ the uproari see the hm 
W^tmm aaatchmg tWr cfaMdraa frooa-t 
WKs; hear the gimas, dia setejms.rf 
dte aged, the lame, the MM, die ijkk, 
dbebed-vUdcn, the womos #i^yM4tfrth. 
And, than, if you can tlwHj i^, wtihtbe 
hMiiiv 4ir our pcaP) #at a«f one bad a 



have been in a state perfectly helpless) it 
h' said, kti die official repoh, lIuU ao,000 
isidt Mmsimi Soldiers were t^ni. Atid 
^ is what the Morning Ghronicfe calls 
••"fbe/oir exercise ef the rights ej wtir /" 
Ihe babies most have been very numetous: 
the wooNQ in child^bed ; the bed- ridden; 
^ sickxiC pabies, fayers, goitt, dropsy; 



anHtese, fa a popnlation of dOa,OOQ,* must 
hanpie amouMed^o many thouaands ; and to 
all these such a conBagrstion must have 
teen certain death. For, where were they 
la find shelter saf^Nisiag them to escape the 
fcmes ? Where were they to get food, 
raioMati bedding! Reader^ I beseech 
yita to-'fia your eyes on the scene; ahd 
then, reoelleetf that oar hireling press ftas 
asserted/ that the Emperor Alexander had 
a //oiit, futtf arid' perfect rigfit to give 
(Oadlsrs for thei|froducing of such a scene t 
T|ilt is something' so monstrous' in this 
aaiartion; there is something so daringly 
cam! in it, that I should here leave it to 
this aUmrrence which it is calculated to est* 
ci% did I not think it necessary to strip 
it lif all the sophistry by which it is at* 

temfsed ta be maintained. The Ozar 

had, we lae tok), a rig|» to cause to be de« 
stroyed property which awuld otherwise fall 

to the invader.: We have seen how 

far this right may, Jn certain cases, . 
be caiaM; but, it wia persons^ it was 
lj/2?, dM was dsetroyed here, and that 
must, from the nature of Ae case, necessa- 
rHjf have been destroyed ; and I deny, (hat, 
in any ease whatev^-, the sovereign has, 
foe the sake of preserving territory, 4>r 
CMi bis (^wn, the right to tafti amuf^ the 

«^ir i miy 

te affordhig 

rant destroy 

Kbey<oad his 

fe or daugfa* 

-If, ind^d, 

Moscow had 

xroent might 

as the act is 

haying been 

t Czar, this 

aifMnent date aet apply; apd is but a 

paar pitlbl atteaipt at deeeption. I am 

not csntead^|that the- people of alky por- 

lian of titaiiary have not a right to set fire 

l# their ^mm dn^ingsf, apposing i( pos- 



«%^ saraose thisdhiog l^^doite ; viliy, ^le for tiMn to be unanimous in a wish 
Ih^ goiind jola lif>CtaBing, tedMk ee to d», and. which would imply piferious 
llll|»^**jiM%ili|tt|iiri I ; Immn^ ia^» p0opiieteitUks^f all ^prts. lamcoAtead- 
^Nipai m tf^e scoOrgior inaidbtod.**---^^ M^^diat nte sav4«eigtt has a Hght (let his 
In sucb a dry how tiaay thousands miist mftm be i^iMit it may) u ' 



to bum his eub- 
jecU) ar any portion of his subfects, to 
death; or^ otherwise to destroy theaa* 
^--^^It is ^id, that suburbs of Towns, 
and that private property of ^^arious de» 
scripitfoos, have freqiently bae» destroyed, 
hi oMer to jprevent them from fsHiog into 
the haiul» of an< invader. But, in such 
emp^nsation la always contem- 
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plated. If, lor instance, the Frendi were 
to invade Hampshire, and I were to be or* 
dered, by the Gonunander of the District, 
to bum my house, my bams, and my 
ricks, to give him up my horses for his 
use, and to cut the throats of my other 
cattle; such an order would be very fool- 
ish indeed, and would not at all tend to 
the defence of the country : but suppose it 
to be given and to suppose me to obey it, 
is it reasonable to think, that I should not 
receive compeiisativn from tho country at 
large? H by the destmctibn of my ^tc^ 
perty, the King is preserved on his throne, 
and the country at laigie is inally preserved 
from subjugation, pr, if it is with this 
view that my property is destroyed by or- 
der of the Govemihent, will any, one deny 
my right to a compensation fl«r the U>ss of 
that property ? Upon this principle, thiao, 
how can the Gear be justified in ordering, 
as the Times news-pner sayt iie did, the 
sodden destracttoB ot a City, like thaet of 
If oscow ? For, who diall give cow^n- 
saiion for lives taken awiy ; for the de^ 
of the agedf the lame, the blind, the ^ick, 
the women pa child-birtfa, the wounded 
•oldaers, who perished, and mhomuessa- 
rily must have perished,' upon thb occa- 
sion ? For the taking away of life nothing 
can compensate ; and, if it should be said, 
that, by the tieans oi ttik terrible act at 
Ifoscow the Bmpire of Russia will be fi- 
nally preserved from the dominicB of Bno- 
naparte,; nay, if we grant, that it is cer- 
tain that that act will produce thb efiea, 
I not only deny that the act was justifiable^ 
but I deny the right on the part of the 
C2ar to cause the life of any one man to 
be taken with a view of securing that ol^t. 
-—Government makes laws lor the ruliiq; 
of the people ; it takes from the people a 
considerable portion of their propsrty ; it 
compels them to yield persettai services, 
and for what ? What is the answer when 
we complain of heavy burdens? When 
we complain that so large a share of our 
property is taken firom us in taxes ? When 
we coaoplain of the qnantity of our lieces- 
saries ol life being so much redoced 7 The 
answer always b, that thesi privalions ar& 
necessary to the defence cj our country 
against the enenljf ; that they are necessary 
to secure us in the quiet enjoyment of wliat 
the government does not take ^m us. 
And, what aOise b there in this, unless it 
b( meant to tell us, that, if we give the 
government all that is demanded frsm us 
ii) taxes, the government* on its part, will 
be aide and wiUinf toaibrd.uf prottction 



•A ;. 




against the said' enemy 7 Thi9 b thfl |iai« 
meaning of the thing; and, what, thea^' 
are we to think of those, vHto are i«idy 
not only to apologize for the govemmcBi 
not yielding the people protection a^rast- 
an invader, but who are ready tojusUfy it 
in destroying any portion of the pr^ylr, 
lest, for want of that protectioa which in 
their due, diey should fall into the hands 
of the enemy ? It is easy for some peraoas, 
sitting safe by their fire-sides in Engla»clg 
to talk about the right .of the Cm to bmm 
oui his subjecu at Moscow*; but^ peo^ 
of the City of London, Aldemutn,. Goin-- 
mon Council-men, and all you, Banken, 
Merchants, Sbop*keepers, and men ha 
Trade of all sorts; how, if Buooa^pirtc 
and his army were in Essex, w/xild this 
doctrine suit^au ? If the Prince R^ent, 
and the Royal Family, seeing that tb^ 
were unable to keep the Freoch out ol 
Londoni were to retire to Dublin, mA 
leave orders for the setting fire to Londos 
in a hundred different placa at once, and 
for the reducing of it to ashes amidst the 
expiring screams and groans of the people; 
what, in such a case, wiould jtmt sajf • 
Would you say, that the Prince Rent, 
being saf^e at Dublin himself^ had a ^aiai 
full, and perfect rigfvt to givn^sudi an 

order? If you would, tl^^jou tnvf 

applaud the doctrine of the Times news- 
paper, if you wbuld not, pray recoUect, 
that the.pe(^le of Moscow were huJnaa 
beings as well as youssah«8.< — r— Tha si- 
con d assertion haogs upon the fitat. .If I 
have succeeded in showing, that the Gar 
had no right to order the bulnmng of Mot- 
cow at the time and in the manner de- 
scribed by die French, it fioUows, of 
course, that, the act, being ia itadf a 
criminal act, no one could be justified m 
obeviqg those orders, any more than I 
could be justified in obeying the orden eC 
the Prhice Regent (if it could besuppoKsed 
possible that he would give me such oiden) 
to fire the house of any one of the Kii^a 
subjects. But our hirelings contend 
the people, who have been tried and <. 
dinned by the French^ had a right to i 
fire to the City of Moscow, " without any 
** other authority than thpir own hrayt and 
<* tmdabU resolutim.**^hT2yt and laud- 
able^ rescdtttion ! Impudent hirelings ! 
The ^< (nrave and laudabk resolutioo of 
setting fire by Mfht to the dwellings of 
SW,000 poor defenceless creatures 1 The 
brm^ and taudabU resolution of faumiK to 
dtah 30,000 mtn who had been wouodeti 
i» battle against the enqny ! ^Reader, in 
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all Europe tKere 19 not to be fomid wretches 
80 ba$e as to hold such language, except in 
Eufland. Hsr^f and here only^ the pro- 
imugat9r8 of such horrid sentiments qould 
find encouragement. — > — But, observe what 
9 fi^ld of destruction is here /opened ; what 
a scourge is here let loose ! Admit this 
doctrine, an3 then, the moment a country 
is invaded it is exposed to fire and sword 
at the hands of any part of the people. 
Any band of ruffiims who may wish to 
profit from confusion, will herf ^nd a 
complete justification for any crimes, any 
acts of cruelty, any arsons, any murders, 
that their views^ may lead them to commit. 
In order to illustra^ a little further 
the nature of the act committed at Moscow, 
it may not be amiss to observe 00 what has 
been sometimes said of nhe conduct of Na^ 

poLton and the French Geherab. TTbey 

nave becgn accused, aAd they are accused 
by the Times hews-paper upon this occa- 
ston^with having issued proclamations con- 
taining *^ threats of rating haUsti^ burning 
*' 4own whPle icwns^ shopimg individuals^ 
** and Vanishing Jtimilies^ for mere ad- 
^* beitnce to the duties of loyalty and ^- 
** triotism** NoW, this JaUer part <rf the 
jMsertion b fabe; because they never told 
tDf body^ tbal they would pmpbb them , 
for Kchig either l{^ or patfioiic ; or for 
jthe adherence to any duly whatever. Thb 
is an addition by the Editor of the Times 
news-paper. The French Generab only 
.told the people that they would punish 
ibetD in thb manner, if they were guilty 

^ rcsisianci to their will* And noW) 

without stepping to inquire how far they 
.were justified in these their threats by tn^ 
,Yaders la former wars, let us see how &r 
Atj stand justified by the combinatiao of' 
crowned he4Ub, under whose orders fxanee 
itself was iopoded in the year 1792, .when 
this long and bloody series of wurlare was 
'.begun under the late Duke of Brunswick 
lAinenburg. Thb Duke, in his proclama- 
tion, d^ed ^ hb head quarters at Geib- 
flentx. Oil the 25th of July, 1702^ and ad- 
dressed to the inhabitants of France, tol4 
>diem, that, unless they obeyed bU com- 
mands, . he would treat them as rebeUi 
.that hie would cause them 10 4ose ihe^r 
Meads and estates ; that, the inhabitants of 
.towns, burghs,.^ villages^ who should 
dare to defend themselves agfiinst Jus troops ^ 
.in any ^ay whatever, should be pumshed 
'instantly, according to the rigorous rules 
of war, or their houses shouldbe demolished 
or burned; that the Gity of Pari» and dll 
Ms inhabUants^ withoul dlstinaiooi shoiild 



be made personally respensiUe ;■ and that 
all the mendi>ers q{ the national assembly 
and other persons in authority, not extcpt^ 
ing the national guards of Pans, shouldbe 
made personally responsible for all events, 
on pain of losing their headsy pursuant to 
nUliiary trials^ without hope of pardon;^ 
that the Gity of Parb should be eiven up tif 
mitiiaiv execution^ and should be expossd 
to lofal deslructien : and finally, that, cvenr 
place and town whatsoev^ which should 
concur with the Gity of Paris, should also 
be given up to military execuiioa and eX" 

posed to total destruction^-^ Mr« Editor 

of the Tim6s uevrs-paper,. you tell us, that 
you have proclamations of the ruffian Ge<^ 
nerals of France as yon call them* Find 
us one equal ta thb, and then we may al« 
low, perhaps, that the French Generals 
have i:ome up to the example, set them by 

the kings of Europe.- 1 was in France 

when thb. memorable proclunation was 
issued ; and when it was, soon afterwardS| 
followed by the actual invasion of France, 
with a view to put these horrid threats into 

ejcecutioa. -However, if it was cruel 

and atrocious in the French Generab to 
issue threals of razing houses and of bum^ 
ing down whole towns ; if this was cruel 
and atrocious ; if the bare threal^ was^ cruel 
and atrocious in an enemy y what must the 
execution be, in zfriendy nay, in nsove^ 
reign himself? And, what a character 
are these men providing for the Emperot 

of Russia?-^ The Tman assertion b, 

that Jfapoleon had no right to create oiyr 
tribunal to try the' incendiaries, and that H 
tvas € tribunal equally unknown to the laws 
/f God and many of nature and of nations^ 
and onb competent to pronounce a sentence 

of Judicial murder, -This assertion h 

equally false with the two former; for, at 
the time that this tribunal was created, and 
at the time when the crime was committed, 
ihe'city of Moscow was under the deminloti 
of Buonaparte, and the people of that city- 
owed bim allegiance as their sovereign bf^ 
conquest. Those who have written upon 
the law of nations, lay it down, that a 
conqueror has a right to make prhoners 6f 
war if ht chooses, of all the subjects of the 
hostOe power who may (all into hb hands, 
.though they have committed no violence 
against bim^ but, that, now-a-day«, t&e 
conqueror gcaendly carries his rights, hi 
Sfais respect, na fustber than to exercise 
certain rights of sMrereignty over theittf 
sucbas raising andquartering troops among 
them, makmg them pay taxses^ dky hU 
laws, and puabhing as rtbeb those wb« 
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0ltieiDpt 1o bftray him^ Mkt off hb yokft, 
-i-It ii detr, tbon, thu^ Mtording to tke, 
Iwr of natioQB, as pnctiied amonpc the 
M fO¥emoienu of Europe, the cfily of 
MiMcow bewat mA^oet to the Eaperor 
Kapdmi on the day^ that hto army m owh id 
hto k, wbidl WW oo the fciiiteeiith of 
I t pmahtr , and it fi stated that It was m 
the 14th ind l^of (hat nonth that tfie 
penoQs excenlod bf order of the covi- 
iMartiati weM detected is the act of Mttiof 
lie ta'4he.<ity>> ^ m mkm srouod, 
Iheirefare, tan any mail anempt i& drny 
the right of Napoleon to create a trilnaal 
Cm- the trial of such persons ? Ho hid not 
mnly a rirnkt to do it, but it was his4AMr 
to do it^ rar^ not 40 havo dene it| wouki 
have been lo wiufc at miBmi the greatcM 
crtoMS that cfpcr .was comailted in the 
WorkL lihat ih» Bring of the city took 

eioe aiter it waa in his pniiBisioii cannot 
denied, because k waa^usownooldieis 
who detected the incendiaries in the act ; 
iody therefore, uakss we deny, ikat^ the 
ce n peror of any country or. place has a 
fciffht to punish men fbrcrithial ads com** 
muted in any country or place, we bnmI 
allow, MH ^ooAt that N a poleo n Imd a i^ght 
' to emct the trilninal in qucstien, bait aim, 
> diat, allowing, the facts to have been clearly 
. provedy this sen»nceof that tribunal was 
|ust.-*-r4iBt fis apply ihasdeotriaa of the 
Times news-paper to oorseltea. I heaeech 
the reader to believe, that, aatwithstsud* 
jng all tfae^mpudent boetfii^ of the hired 
eiews-papers ; notwithstanding all the Jbiag- 
gings of these vile fiataereia of folly; Ibeg 
tbe reader to helms, that notwithstanding 
,all this, the world has a ri|^ to judge, 
and will indp, aur conduct by the saaM 
atsndard that we judgeihe conduct afaitos. 
I ask, thereCsra, this tpiestaon : if, ia tk^ 
foigbt fiiMowing the <k|y when we Sank paa^ 
jsasaiea. af Flushtaf , a numhar of the aa- 
aives af that town had haan detected by oar 
•oldiers ia setting fire to the heoses whtta 
the peapk were aaleep ;. and| if our coi»- 
mander h|d tried them by a oourt^aaartial, 
aod ardere^^them to be shot, I ssk, whe*, 
ther w^ should not, in such a^gwet hare 
applaaded the conduct of our commander ? 
. Theltader auist know that wi^ shauidhave 
applauded such conduct ; and, tharebce, 
. he must acknowWga 4nt these acc^ptioos 

, afunst Napoleof^ aoe unfounded. -It is 

: mUf iow<ver,.tis <lefend him that I hafr«, 

^aatered upon these observations. It is In 

order ro ^^oa^ to timely mprobatioo^ a 

] doctrine, whid^ if once flaecally tole- 

faiedy might lead to the awH .destructiye 



If it wtre onoa to lie ad- 
, that a soversfgi^^- when nnaUe to 
keep any portloa of his' dominions out af 
the bands of the enemy, has a eighty ^rfiile 
he hiaMdf k safe at a distaqctt M eanse 
the destruoiioa nf all the housas^ and the 
, ufler ruin, -if not the death, o^ all the m^ 
MHtmts of thatpartof fakdomkiieaa; if 
ihk wet« oaca lo be admitted as sound 
doctrine, no subject could look unon hkn- 
self in 9ar other light tban thw «€a4aaN, 
propaiated, aad reatad t^vlmtka^moa 
usi sad pleasure af an *awaer. — >— llie 
peaple have rights ^ well as their 999e^ 
r^ifu The crown, as the Prince R^ent 
oace declared, is, in tbk country, held 
fik* the benefit of tks pacmie; but, what 
faaeamea of this maxim, it the pe^ara 
Sa he sitcnfioed, to be actually hivnt oitt of 
tbsir houses, to lose their prmrty or ihefr 
lives, for the preservation of tbe crown? 

HaviMnow, as, I tbiidc, ptavedtha 

bisefaeod oTthe three first assartilms ahova- 
mentioned, the fourth and fifth fjaOl to tfaa 
mundaf coarse; and, indeed, hkmtm 
ha credited, that, except amongst our fckcd 
writera,anymanlsvkMeistobe found, ca|padbla 
af belkvihg, ar of aAatkig- to believa, that 
all the aatkM of tka world oegfat ta pmeas 
a^ikst »j|a«qaeror ^serciskg the hjjha af 
mvereiffaiy) apd that the Emperor orSnsaim 
waaldTbe wndfied m putting to. death^'kie 
pviaoners of war la avimge that of the 'ae-> 
knowledged incendianas of the capkal af 
hk empire.— ^These vile writers, ia the 
indulgence af their silly rage againat Immh 
napartft, care not who they involve. In 
tbk case, not content with comparing the 
conduct ef our army in Portugal trith that 
of the tncsadiaries of Moscow, they tell us, 
that,^ in thk aa of Buonaparte, a blow k 
struck at every wise amd cMmJiimt fovcra* 
meat, .and evMy braise* and ptOimu people* 
And, they pretty broadly hiat that our go- 
veraamm would do right to coaaplain of 
this act of Buonaparte, lest Jie should hare^ 
after take aocasion to pmceed agamst soase 
of our pe^te in P^vrtngal and Sfwrni, an 
.gijouods ^milar to tbomt whettao halaa 
prao99dad against the iace^dkMpksM Idea- 
cow. , Their al^ea is, ..to .\Kac^^^*A>>^P»* 
parte ;; to tafci the^art af fmiy ona> who k 
aninst Jiim ; but, 1 suspact, that vary fiwr 
of the peraoa^ ca«Mposing.the nativa part of 
our brave army in S|^ and Partugal^ wtt 
think. ifaemsal^ nmok-banaured i« bake 
put ipon % kvel with % hmndknm m 
Moesowrand m Iktta sbiakl I thki^ thai 
Lo9d W^Uttttton wUl mmdk as a^ 
pUisent t^ ia datDxkd fpes tba 
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grtaiet^lciigUi. I hkfi the honour, Sdc. 
(Signed) llARCori* 



thai a Mesm is sec u^fcr GmdI 

"^ ' 1, %]io, acooriKiy to tlie ^dkmM 

jlibed U| tfane imr nihvt-papet^ wadf ' 

»f«rs<totAo t>igafitiMd tiie bttitoiii|of the 

Ihttsian <i9^iQil» add Hk almost cetiaia de- 

:^ifeniii!tioti of Its Hrree huodred tbodskid of 

iakAhaaU.'^ — I teire now, I trast, plae^ 

tikh msntnet m its mat ti^^v tno bare 



liMMi hoir dfhgeroDS it is for us to oytiple 
*a adoptimi of doctrines with 



out 'feel higs 
top^ards BuiMparte. This niey' lead us 
Mito'«ndrttni[|i.e^ri; and, tfaensfsre<,<|lie 
sooner and tfae^ore eftcma%we divest 
tfursflvesof the haUt; the better. 

Wm. COBBETT. 



OFFICIAL PAIPERS. 

Twtnif'fi^inihMulUiin of the French Grand 

giirc a general battle, and to caqdoy every^ 
possible means to prevent t^e catmy fbom 
getting to Moscow. The positian of our 
army is a very fine one, and gives evary 
reason to hope for victory. .The advanced 
guafti, which Is at the distance of 19 wersts, 
fiafs <ha fast Jiaa, was- itjipgnd yas^ay 
^Mk a superior forcer of the^eaaiiiyr they 
actadted several times, bat were aiWys re- 
pulsed. The advanced guard rietiivcd or- 
ders to-day to retiipe ttpon cte fim Ime^ to 
afibrd moans to the enemy of fjMag Wtile 
10 Moscewj and our army Is itady to re- 
ceive them. E^ht bwafi#ns of my 

f roops are with the first army, aiid six witi 
the second. There remains to me t/M 
men, to take care of the s^cokrity if ijkt 
^ilHq^es, which have been pimidarid, aad 
seven! nf which have bean bunit 1^ oar 
b^gpge attendants, and by tl|s OasMb. 
i have likewise a OohMBB m 4,000 men In 
reserve- in the left wing. We T«ckon m a 
battk lo-moftow. I will wHtie to ya« ff it 
takes place, whkh depends enrirelyopon 
Napoleon; We wait for his attack. -«^~If, 
tiowevtr^ ;4lrdahiyi^ too li^g, tfaii ffAte^iis 
Ikm K^ h ^Wm^ him. il# oontittijel 
fslbrfify l^ii^ camp. 1 have entreated' ttito^ 
m well M 'M the other Generals, to give 
battle, and force the enemy to tixftt^. The 
Prince says himself that it will Be nedessa- 
i^i to prisvetit the enemy from eniering 
Moftow, as if be gett there it will rende? 



Urn saascer of all Russn.- ^Barclay de'^ daty, my oath, i 



Tallfl TCtnainB still hi possession of the com 
nandof thefint army, and bflhe Ifintstry 



^ War. He 



locoritespeod#ith tKHe wheii jroa^ 



tw^Wom ff a littar addr/mfi fy Qmi 
Ji0^i$fckin to iktJlmpir^ UfttmAr^ 



fMie,-^TIie oaths I hkve' taken tOTOur 
Majesty gttsrantees my fidelity. I foM Hht 
duty of « Ohristian, and of a faithful stib-* 
ject^ iit4diposing to your Impliial Majesty 
consideratfoos which have been ^ggested 
by existing circumstances, by a JmowJedge 
of maniind, add the zeal which «iimates^ 
me for the glory of my country, atid ^ha 
preservation of the Nobility whom your 
Majesty yourself deems to be the sole stn>« 
port of the throne; This illustrious body,, 
animated by the spirit of Pojarsky and Mi« 
nine, are ready, to saerifice every thing for 
their country, smd the pride of bearing the 
Russian name. The militia being foraied^^ 
will oppose an insurmountable barrier to 
the enemy of the world, and put an end 
to his desire of entering a country protected 
by Clod, and where the foot of an enemy 
has not trod for an hundred years past.-— — «. 
But all these measures, aU these armaments 
hitherto nnh^uxi of, #ill yaoish in the 
twinkling *of an eye,^ Ifnhe desire of.aq* 
quiring a pretended liberty should raise the 
people upon the ruin of the m)bles, the only 
object or the popolaoe ih all nrobfales, ami 
in aH revolutions. This class of men weuld 
now so much the more readily deliver tiiem* 
sdvci to their excesses, after the examples 
of the French, and these sad events, the 
inevkahle consequences of which, are the 
descnietion of laws and of Sovereigns.-—^ 
The measures taken to send foreigners out 
of the enspire have only producra iU, as 
scarcely one in forty has determined to quit 
a Country, vrhere every foreigner receives 
oansideratTon and fortune. If the Frtech 
have taken the oath of naturalisation, it is 
throi^h fsar and cupidity, and without its 
producing any ch 
their' desire of i 
pro¥ed in their I 
ratioiis, that they 
be free. Sire, 
none but priests ; 
yond the frontie 
whose sad influei] 
^iuds tX your 



to lulfit a sacred c 
tMtiiifth, such i 
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i9f tiaoere it t ac h a w nt . 1 oonjure you, 

therefore^ Sire, ia the nani^ of iht Mosi 
Highi to think of the past aa4 the present, 
of the treason of Stepanoflf, of the dispotkion 
of the public mind, of philosophers, of 
nartiiusts, aail of the eleotioH of a Chief 
of Um Myitla o( Moscow. Appear for 
•ome days ia this capital, and your pretenct 
may revive, in the betrts of your subjects, 
that love which has been almost extinguish- 
ed by disscosion,. forgetiubiett of the laws, 
and conteokpt for the Ministry* ( smi, &c. 

CqMTI T|ii0B0RlRAtT4H!BIlf. 

€0pies and Translations 0/ thru Litttrs^ 
signed Leppick^ addressed la ike Gender- 
nar-dieneral Rastapchin. 

[This Leppich is. ^ quack mechanician, 
who appears to have been charged .with the 
direction of the formation of the famous in- 
fernal balloon. It will he seen by the first 
Letter, that M. Rastapchin himself furnish- 
ed the necessary funds for this work.] 

7# M. Le Cemte Rastapchin. 

3lufy3qiJug.u)fim. 

Mf.le Comte, I pray you to transmit to 
91^ by this <>ppoitunity 12,000 roubles in 
bank-.not^.*T-^| greet y^M eino^y^ and 
^ f4HXT Excplleacy's v^ry b^^^pU* fcc^ 
^SigttfidJ LftF^icp* 

TNUistaied from Hu Ruesim^ 24/A Aug. 
{ilkSepi.)^l%V%. 

M« Le Comte, — Your Excellency can 
Scarcely figure to yourself hoir much trou- 
ble I nave had m finishing my balloon. 
The want of practice in my woilunen has 
placed me under the necessity of doing the 
more trifling things hiyself ; and not know- 
ing the Russian lan^age, I could only em- 
ploy Germans. All this has preyerited my 
ascension to-day ; but at lengm my balloon 
is finidied. To-morrow at noon, without 
lait, I shall ascend in it, and in a few hours 
the aerostat will be only visible from Mos- 
cotw with a td«scope. I have the honour, 
fee. (Signed) LEfPica. 



[This Letter pas written in French^ 

M-L« Comte, — Yoacannotimagioejiaw 
tnany difficulties I have )^d to ^urmouot.to 
succeed in n^ enteiprize ; and, what cha- 
grins me, more, is, that y^sterdi^, when myj 
ol>ject appeared to be attained, ^be niecha^i 
nical ^springs failed in consequ^ce of the 
badness of the steel. X^ machine ad*| 
.yanccri well an4 ina4e some p^^^BBMnttj 

i 



with (he wings, but at kngft the springs 
broke, and I was obliged to terminate m% 
<^cnitions. The balloon is filled and all 
the other apparatus in order, and I shall he 
well content if you will convince yoiirself 
upon these points, by honouring me witk 
your presence*-— As I have 'said thai the 
delay is owing to bad steel, altboujj^ it 19 
the best that could be procured i|i IfoscoWt 
it may be necessary to stale tl^t a p^rsoa 
has promised to relieve me from iVis ^na- 
bamnsmem, by furnishing Mr Vrt^bc^Vyec 
steel, and I must wait the resitt.'— | (at-- 
ter myself that your Excellency will be^ 
lieve me, when I say, that this delay has 
caused me much cha^n ; bat when I shall 
have received the promised steel, liSk will 
go on well.— —I am. Ice* 

(Signed) Lxmca. 

Report annexed lo the fweniy-^fbuM, 
Multetin, 

Reports respecting the Batttes of Frasnoif 
Stnolenskj and Valontino.- 

Report of the Dujce of Elchingen ia tkf 
Major-Genfratf respecting the ^iyouac of 
Kdnosaya^ seven leagues from Snpoiensi^ 
14/A 4ug. 181S» 4/ eleven o'clock in^the 
fvening. 

MimsfJgnenr^-^I have the hoaoor c^ac* 
quaint your Highness, that the iitb C«qp» 
P'Axoli^ deployed this ^lornh^ frpm JCa** 
jrasimn, by the wooden bridge .^vcr ihr 
Doiepcr, nc^ ybomiao, ^i^ ihe cUrectkiiof 
Ki;a^. — r-j^aving n^eiv^^ <v^dv» kfm 
thfi £mpqrqr Iq proceed xapi^ly towaffdl 
th^t tQw^f where, aG(oi?4iQg .•Ux » rtfff^ 
received by ^is M^yestyj the ei^Qmy l^d a 
regipnent of infaptry, the ^iai4 of my co- 
lumn aorived there about 4i:ee o'olo^^i^ 
the afteBUHko. The 2^h light jnfii^^ 
sup|>pcte4 by ikt v^mai|idi$r of the dOth 
diwon, attacked the enqmy with a mpr 
derfpl degree of -boldness,^ aqd K^moim 
4;arrted.hy ;|ssault tvithout yiy hesitation* 
*— The enemy, whose stcen^^aimoiioied 
to neKly 6^000 infantty, l,3bQ^iT>kr» 
and 4en pieces of ,cannon/ h|d fented in 
ecbcdon, ^ assumed a thraitQ^ifog MMCt 
behind the town; bi)t theiiiUetryaHMlEed 
tbem,90 vigorously tha tbqrWere fim^ ts 
retreat, which they did ifi good order, uoe> 
dec the; protection pf their stftillery, wbidi 
wa3 very well served*— r— At halfa ka^ie 
4iiitance -from Krasnoi, the cavalry, eoai- 
mamded by the King of Naples^ also atdwb' 
ed and pursued the eoiBmy; ihe Rusaiyi 
infantry, which had been ahapdoned If 
their fi^^hryi forioed ufWMl^akm^ 
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lumni, attd aberwards a full square, vAi^ 
ihougb surrounded on all hands, coBtimie4 
U> retreat with promptitude, conUuuing al* 
iqf^ys. fighting. Our light eavalry made 
more than forty charges on this infantry. 

r Several squadrons penetnued into the 

square, and cut off batuUons firMn it y but 
the enemy was saved from a total loss by 
the dead force opposed hy it| ma33 much 
lAore than by the effect of its fire, which, 
though it made much hbise, did very little 
mis^tef* . The Russians werefwnmd till 
Right, and as fac as the defile of Kanosava. 
We took from them eight pieces of cannon 
and about 800 prisoners, and killed at least 
11,000; so that this division, which is the 
27th, conq^osed of four regiments, of mut- 
quetiers and two of cbasseurs^ under the 
command of General. Newierowtki, must 
have lost more than the half of its mmberB 

in kilM^ wounded, and prismiers.- Ac- 

cordtag to the mosi general account, it ap- 
pears that the numbers at Smolensk are not 
great i and it would seem that the enemy is 
marching towards Portetche, to appear 
with a strcn^h of cavalry on the Dwina* 
-r— ^-The loss of the corps d'armee is nearly 
900 killed and wounded. I shall request 
fiivours from the Emperor, for those ofEcers 
and soldiers Who distinguished (hemselves 
t fc f jso st .-^~I have th^iiMMurtobe, Ice. 
(Signed) 

Marshal the Duke of ELeaiMCtN. 

Aip^rftjthe Dtih ofBthingen to Ike Ma- 
* JoT'^Genet^l^ respecting the Bivouac bcr 
fbre^'SuMlertsh^ near DieHowo Cohmislf 
t6th August^ 1812. 

; Monseijpneuri-^ have the honour to ac- 
qaaiot your. Highness, that the droops of the 
^ corps* d'armee put themselves; in maeeh' 
ttu^momiing, fhun their position jo£ Loub- 
i)a, and w enviDODS in the direction of 
$m$ftUn^ The .enemy defended tlie exte- 
rior of the town dbstinatrif, with dragoons 
and uunerous polka ttfCessaeks, 90 that we 
Wfere oU^^ed to employ infantry to drhre 
tjienivt^,, ^btch was eaecnted, nanwith- 
HVKlh^iR jEtfry brisk discbaife of 4iftillery 
(nm thiQ. place. A battalion of Um 4(kh 
displayed svch ardour, that I alWwed it to 
advance at a charge ai^dmst one oi the baa* 
tions on the faeighti that i might by^hia 
means discover. die force of the enemy^ 
^*— All the Russian infantry whp defauded 
i3be covered way was fiscced to fallback 
mtotfais city m^iisorder, with great preci«- 
pitatioau I then ordend a second battalion 
to advaoce, aot so much fpr 4he purpose, of 



sup^iting the first* as to protect its re^ 
treat ; the enemy kept np a terrible firt of- 
artillery and infantry^ on this battalion, 
which did not give waybill masses of m» 
fantry sallied out agamst it. It eficcted ice 
retrograde movement in the greatest orderg 
the enemy not daring to pass <he fosse in its 
pursuit. This victorious attack of one bat- 
talion against more than 4^000 infantry ,^ 
protected by HO gunS) was. one o£ the most 
valoKous achievements which I have ever 
$eeA;since I was a soldiar. Jt will certain- 
ly ii^phie the enemy, with «u high idea of 

the courage of our troops. 1 am, Soc. 

^ Marshal the Duke of Eloincek. 

Report of Marshal the iXuU of Elchingem 
ta the Major-General^ respecting the Si-- 
Ptmac before Smolensky the I7th Atigusif 
1 8 13, cUI i fit the evening. 

Monseigncur, — I have the honour to^ ac* 
quaint your Highness, that the enemy has 
incessantly, from five o'clock this movmng 
till three in the afternoon, sent out succes- 
sive detachments of the troops of the pla^e 
of Smolensk to attack our posts. ^Agree- 
ably to the order which I received, to se- 
cond the attack made on the right of the 
tovrn, by th^ troops of the first <forps,^ and 
to attack the bastion which was ^dked 
yesterday 'by a battallou of the 4otti, I 
drdered the same regiment to march, whicli 
forced the enemy to evacuate its position. 
— ^The 25ch division^ in like manner, 
did not cease to fight during the whole day. 

It was remarked, that some time after 

the comhiencement of the attack against the 
phce^ the enemy's columns, which ^ere 
seen to disappear in the morning, retraced 
their steps, and again deployed themselves 
on the heights of the right bank of the Dnie- 
per, so that the position of the enemy this 
evening appears to be the same as it was 

yesterday. 1 am, 8cc. 

Marshal (he Duke of Elchincsn. 

Eepori of the Marshal Ihe I^ince of Eek^ 
muhl to ihe Mq/or^Qimral, SPth Ju^ 

gust, 1813. : 

Monseigneur, — Agreeably :4e theoiders 
of His Majesty, the 1st corps of the* grand 
army took a position before Smolensk oia 
the 16tk of this month, in the following 

order : ^Tbe lu division repaired te 

within 600 toises of the place, supportieC 
its left on the Krasnoi road, where it jokiai 
the 3d corps. Its right extended as fisr atf 
the Wi^mill on t^ Mohilow road,- ' - ^ 
Th* Jlit divisioD occupied &e WJndmiU 
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-*^— LmMt^tfi simlfar deanads iif fftvoar 
of tetefat^^fflttrs of my itaff who display* 
ed Quch brrperf 9 anl wha serve wiih die 
matttU 2eaL---^I have the honour to be, 

{Signed) The Marshal Dvts of 
' • : Atf KUTADT, Priooe of EdunoU* 
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wkh its Irft, cottmiimfcadiig by its ririit 

Mdi the 5th* corps. The three other 

^tviitom were posted 6ehiod 4t a short 
diiMce, the darkness iiot having^owed 
tfieir to ocdipy.the dififereot poims assign- 
ed them. llie 17th, the 8d, and the 

1st ^tbion temaiDra^in the same posi- 



tioo, the ^d inclined to the left of the Isr^ 
the 4th remained in the ravine behind that 
divisien, and the 5th Acdipied the ptain of 

♦ . * ^♦^ Ha Ms9esty gave orders oaihe 

i7tkle dislo48(^ tt^ enemy from theiK>fb* 
SitMSf and tivldrive them into tht pftcei 
the lst| 3d, and 3d divisions who were io 
the .Am 4ine received the orders to aMack 
itrthe same time. It took place towards 
vid^d^y. After shakii% the enenjr-bya 
dischacge of artillery, which was answered 
t^am tte place and the redoubu, the trodips 
advanced and. attacked at. every point the 

enfipy's troops opposed to them. The 

9ttack was very keen, and the defence ob* 
stinaie ; however, every thing gave way 
to the bravery of His Msyesty's troops. 
The redoubu were carried, and the build- 

ttigs with battlements were forced.-. The 

enemy was pursued and driven into the 
place, where he took refuge after a great 
fosit^r — I cannot praise too faigbly the 
^ondua of the troops on^his oocasionr--Ge- 
nerals, Officers, , ai^ s<ddiars of all. de- 
scriptions, were eager to rival <me another 
in zeal, bravery, and devotion t0 the 
service of His Majestv. The liTth re- 
giment ofthe line, which stood fire for the 
iHt time, behaved in the most brilliant 
manner. I beseech His Majesty to bestow 
an eade on it, which it coula not better 
have deserved. — —I miist above all, men- 
tion in the warmest terms the ISthi Li^t 
llegiment, which mounted with the great- 
est bravery, ^the bkUeau which it was 
charged with atti^ucing, notwithstanding 
the gripeshot and . disoiarge of musketry 
w)tb wliicb it V99% assailed. Geiieral Dal- 
ton, who led this attack, conducted it with, 
the greatest bravery. We have to regret 
that he was disahied by a shot towards the 
ad of the busies. General Friant was 
struck by a spent bidl. Our loss Was v^ 
incimsiderablje ib covuparison with th^tof 
t)«e eMefl:iy.— rThc Generals of division, 
Mlpfand, Friant, Gadin, gave in this af- 
fair new propb of their talents and theic 

valour. 1 have the honour to address to^ 

you their particular Reports, as well as the 
Itfxounts of the soldiers who distinguished 
themselves, and for whom they solicit Ai-. 
VHtrs.from the Emperor. I beseech your. 
HighQf»> ^9 Uy them jicfoce His Miyesty. 



Report of Marshal Ifu i)tde of £:ickw^en^ 
to ike Mq/or-Gerural^ AugU9l ptr^Si%^ 

M< tos < iguim ,-'^-The 3d 4 
(M T^ of't&e Dnieper th( 
four o'clock, dimbhig the heights wftim 
the army took a position yestera^. The 
small posts which the 'enemy had placed 
near to the Convent, were fcrced lo hiX 
beck; a few camAm shou also made the 
Light Cavalry retreat, which occupied the 
uh\t\xMl(j^aUau). In proportion as the 
regimenu. fecmedi I directed the cohimBS 
on the joad t« Moscow. At mf aimal 
near Yakmtinot eortbe Stabea sued, I 
^ftmd the cear'Aiard of the eoemy^ m po- 
sition; it was we corps dfaroMe of Bi^ 
wort; .the business, began vridi rwiiwi 
vivacity, and Che battle waa|Ma»loogid tiH 
near twe o'clook : at- le^gdL after sci ^ sai 
cbacg0s v)sry destructive fcr thecDemf^ h* 
retreated ie fneatdisorder^ and only aJMie to 
edjhis GoisaGks«fiicwada.i -.The E mp eie d r 
being arrived oft the held of batik, gaeve 
orders to,marGh Csrwards in the^diiectimi 

of Moscow. ?At nearly a leagiae aad e 

half distance from Smpkmkt I WkM wMi 
the rear-guard of the army p( Genend 
Barclay de Tolly* The iltJh divisaoa 
which opened the march, overthrew the 
enemy without apy hesitation, as £ar as the ' 
o l , where 1 ftond a 



gftat part of the Russiaa army la bank* 
order; I then ordered this diviskii le take 
a position, and vfait. till it was joined by 
the lOtb and. %&i}su The enemy, faowew, 
seeing they were no- longer pursued, began 
to act upon the ofibMiv^ and tried every 
eflbrt to drive me from my pesitMliv bee 
they wer^ always repuked; eod^t kim» 
possibly ^ exprew in atrong emmg^lMmmBy 
the fervpur displayed by the tsoof^nnder* 
my drcKra in this coojuncuirei*-ir-Ab^ 
five . in the afternoon, the dtviiioo of. G^ 
neral Gadin errived behind me^ I 
instantly the necessary dispositions for < 
rying the positioa of the enemy. The di-. 
visiiSns of General Gadin and General R»« 
gout were duu^ with the attack^^^awl 
those of Generals Leduc and MarotPMl «e» 
mained in reserve. . This attach4had.tfae de» 
Cen^e of ih^ jenemy..were t^rr^ie* ^ \V» 
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became masters of iim tMt^luA^ avi die 
ppsitifm of the e^emy. — -This- affiof may 
be CDo^dered as^oae of the mo^ deypiuraie 
battles i/?hidi it is possible to lighjt* > It 
was highly glorious for the arms of His 
Jilajestf I as Gena^ Bvday d# Tolly who 
commanded ia person bjid the half of his 
!army ia action, while, during the hottest 
of the combat," there were never more than 
two French divisions engaged. — — I can- 
not pifAk too highly the courage of the 
IPQtt^jyd ihe admirafale m^j^f^^tS^^l- 
icA\^m^ ^a^Y® mapyrlavoiirs^ to^uk} 
^nd I shall bastc^ to SMldress an account to 
your Highness, as soon as I shall have a 
detailed sutement frcim the Genor^ of di- 
vision and head|s. of corps* 1 am, kj^ 

Marshai* thI'Duki oj £U.ghingi^ 

Report <iflhi KingiifJjfyfiUs /a /A< Jll(iy#r- 
, _ , .. Generai, 

On the 4th aod 5th, iht advanced guard 
of die army of His Ms^esty^ was warmly 
engaged with the enen^M^Mr-guaiKl, Mmd 
drovo k from all its positions. The enemy 
m^Mlea. stout resisunce on the Mi. Ota 
Che 4tli^ evenr one^cKd his dutyi' but 
.Goimt Perigo«#, Golonei of the 8ih regt^ 
nent of Horse Chasswrs, dlsttnguisM 
htmsdf. in fcpuismg^ sotciisfully several 
ffa»ga t>f ST eav^hy tfifei itrbtif^r \1iz^ 
•kis owiu-i-^-^On the 5th> in the evening, 
Uisr Majesty etdered tot to aHndc the re- 
.dcobt wsckthe capvilry, 'the divisiioir Com- 
.psmr, -and the Polish corps.-'— '-'^Geiieral 
Compofis dispcwed his columns hr attaci*, 



I marched on th^ town of • 



sT- 



tuated at the foot of the redmibci, and of 
tht wood at its rights The cav^fay sup- 
ported it ; master of the village and die 
woed^ General Gompans mardied against 
the redoubt, whkh wai caitied by the 
baymiet by the 61st reghttent. Howev^. 
several charges of cavalry took phc^, and 
tliei Russian coirassien were overpowered 
by. the fire of oufinfontry and artillery,' 
and by oiit cavalry.---^T1ie enemy re- 
sumed to die charge with two cohmips of 
lofimcry te^Mretafce the redi^bt, but 1^ was 
v ku re us ty j^toived by the^isid»Com- 
rat, and obliged to withdraw after a lon^ 
nuhde. " Dwring this dme Prince Ponia- 
I4lrski drove the enemy at rdf ri^i before 
him, and took possession of a mounuinous 
position. The combat lasted till ten injhe 

evmng, and we posted ourselves. Tbef 

rendt of. th«i day giyes His Majesty some 
prispB^ seven pieces of cannon, and tbe 
positieQ nv^ich be Was desirous of occupy- 
mc«'~~*^£vcty man did Ids dinir. Gei^ 



mV Galane and Jhe J^arqub of j6ttilanQ,.roy 
Aid^e- Gamps, ^ were wpunded. I dial! 
send to tbe Su^ an acccMmt of jhe oQ&cer« 
and soldiers who most distinguished theme 
selves, solicitipz for tl^em the adv^nctiv 
ment ancl cfjwaras which they deservf.. 

(Sigiied) J^ NAPiH'f^lf' - 

Am, Oci. SO. *-- l^tract from the 
Jfidgment delivered tbeSO^October, I^H^ 
wlddi condemned Malety I^iiirr, GoiM^ 
Ss^Atntrals of Jlrigade>'ilabbe, Goionel 
Soulier, dm/ dc bMimUon; Steenhouwer, 
Bordeiieax' and ISquerel, GaptainS; Fes* 
and Beau 



sart, Lefebvre,: Regnier 
Lieutenants; Ratean, Gorperai ; and 8fMk 
chicampe, prisoner of state; to tktt pii» 
nishment of death; the first- in feparatton 
of a. crime against the interior safety of tin 
state, by an attempt, the object of whWs 
was to destroy. the government and dm 
order of succession to thethrone; aofdtte 
excite the citiaees or inhabitants to arm 
themselves against the Imperial authority t 
and the other for being accomplices wkh 

the said Malet, The same judgment 

acqurttsd Sieuss Gomont, Lebts^Prove^tv 
Godard,' Viallevielhe, Garon, Linsoaiiy, . 
Julieuy Ghaumetle, and Rontt, of the 
crioi^'ef beii^gadeiAa^ices;'' -^ -^ 

Napeleoli, *hy the Ori^ of GocFand Oe Cob- 
stHition ii tbe Bnipire, Emperor of the 
Frenclu ^ing of lUfy. Protector of H^ 
Confttcferatiofi of tbe Khioe, Mediator cjC 

' the Swiss Codfedemtion, toallpreseot,«B4 
to com^y greeting. 

The Military Gomndssion sitting at Par^s 
has delivered (he following judgment : — 

^j the EMPEROR and JONG, 
This day^ the 28th day of the month of 
•Octdber, in the year 1813, the Military 
Gomtnlssioh created on the 3dd of the pr^ 
sent month by an arrile of the GounciTot 
Ministers, under the Presidency of His 
Serene Highness Monsetgneur the Prince, 
Arch ChauceUor of the Empire, conform- 
ablv to the orders of Hi^lviajesty, the said 
Gomidfssion formed by His £xceilen(hr the 
Minister of W:lr, and consisting eonform* 
ably to the Imperial Decree cl the 17th 

Messidor, year 12 of His Excellent 

the Count Dejean.^Grand Officer of th^ 
Empire, Grand Eagle of the Legion of 
Honour, and First Inspector General ol 

Engineen, President ; -The Genertd ef 

Brigade Baron Deriot, Gommandaut of the 
Depots of the Imperial Guards, one of the 
Gommandanu of die Legion of Hdnonr, 
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and Chevalier of tbe Iron Grown, Judge ; 

The €eoeral Baron Henry, Major of 

the Gendarmerie d'Elite of the Imperial 
Cuard, Officer of the Legion of Honour, 
and Chevalier of the Iron Crowti, Judge ; 
M. Geneval, Colonel of the ISth Le- 
gion of the Imperial Oindarmerie, Officer 
of the Legion of Honour, Judge ;*^ — Co- 
lonel Moncey, First Aid>de Gamp to the 
First* Ittdpeelor Oeneral of the Imperial 
Gcndarmarie^ Officer of the Legion of Ho- 
taosi Judge }-«^^--tM. Thibault, Msdor of 
the ISth regUnctit tA ligBt infantrr, Iteoy; 
ber of the Legion t)f Honour,' Judge ;-^ — - 
M.JMofl, Gaptahi Adjutant to the Etat- 
M^or of the Ist Military Division, Judge, 
igipointed hy the decision of Military Com- 
ttissioo, to fulfil the functioDS of Reporter ;. 
•— Assisicd by M. Boudin, Clerk, ap* 
pointed by the Reporter :r Whom, ac- 
cording to the terms of the law, are not 
fftlatediior allied amongst themsblves, nor 
4o the accused, in the . degrees prohibited 

by the Coostitutibn. ^The said Com- 

SBiasion, convoked by His Excellency the 
Coum Dejean, President, assembled in the 
Hall of the Sittings of the first permanent 
tlomicH of War, of the first Military Di- 
.viisioa at Paris, for the purpose of trying 

the vttder-named : Claude Francois 

Maleti bom the Mtk Jnoe, 17S4, at 
.Dole, (Jura,) of the Military profession, 
without any fii(e4 domiciie, having been 
br^ to arms, (formerly a Gapcam of Ca- 
valry,) at present a General of Brigade, on 
half pay since his arrest, 4^ years since, 
one of the Commandants of the Legion of 
Honour.— '-^Victor Claude Alexander Fan- 
neau, born the 6th January, 1706, at Ga- 
vron (Mayenne), £x-GeneraI of Brigade. 
-^-Maximilien Joseph Guidal, aged 47 
years, native of Gxasse (Var), Ex-General 
of Brigade, on half pay Cor about ten years. 
—Gabriel Soulier, bom, the 2d Decem- 
ber, 1767, at Carcasson (Aude), Chef de 
Bataillon, QonmiandaBt of the 10th Co- 
hort of National Guards, Member of the 

Legion of Honour. Gomont, called St. 

Charles, (which is his baptismal name] 
bom the ^7th March, 1768, at 'Metz 
(Moselle), of the military profession, ha- 
bitually domiciled at Paris, Sub-Lieute- 
nant of the 10th cohort, 1st company, in 
barracks at Paris *^-^ — Antoine Piquerei, 
bom the Uth November, 1771, at Neuf-^ 
marche (Sdne Inferieure}, domiciled be-| 
lore his entering on service at Pontoise 
(Seine and Oise), Adjutant Major of thei 
10th cohort, Member of the Legion of Ho- 
nour. Louis Charles Xesearl, born the 



9td F^bi^ary, 1769, at Mem Canteb, of 
the ftaid place (Oise), Lieutenant of tbe 
FOlh cohort, 3d company, in barracks at 
Paris. Louis Joseph Levebre, bom the 
2d June, 1767, at Lille (Noitl), of the 
military profession, on half-pay, at No- 
gent le Roth], Sub-Lieutenant of the lOtb, 
^dcompatiy, in barracks at Paris, Mem- 
ber of the Legion of Honour. Nicolas 
Josue Steenhbuwer, bom the 7lh October, 
1763, at Amsterdam (Zuydezu), an of- 
ficer on' hadif-pay, residing ^t ^eamaisy 
Ca^t^tn Commandant of the 1st company 
"of the lOth cohort, in barracks at Paris. 
Louis Mane kegnier, born the 5th Aprif^ 
1778, at Chateau Rtnard (Loiset), re- 
siding at Chateau Renard, a Sub>01Ecer, 
on half-pay by permission, and Lieute- 
nant of the 4th company of the 10th Q9- 
hort, in barracks at Parb. Joachim 
Alexandre Lebis^ bom the 19th April, 
1773, at Vimtoutter (Onie), domi- 
cile4 at Beavais, Lieutenant of the lOth 
cohort, 2d company, in barracks at Paris. 

Joseph Louts Bocchein|>e, bom in 

1770, at OUetta (Corse), and for ten yean 
a prisoner of sta^e,. since the month of Fe- 
bruary last in more rigorous confinciacni. 

Pierre Charles Limozin, bora the fitb 

June, 1773, atBourges (Cherj, AiJ^ntan^ 
sub-officer of the regioient of infantry of tbf 
guard of Paris, in barracks aiMuunea, ^o^ 
miciled at Bourges before enl^ering on 

service. Jean Charles Fcancais Godaixli 

bom tbe 18th April, 176O, at Paris (Seiae)| 
copper-plate engraver by profiessm, Gap- 
ts^nof the 1st dass of the* 1st battalion of 
the regiment of the guard of Parisinfemtry. 
. Hitaire Beaumont, hem the SStb Oc- 
tober, 1773, at Poitiers. (Vicnne), lieuti- 
nant of the regimentff infantry of the gnaid 
of Paris. Jean Josep(h Julien,' bomi^ 
4th April, 1783, at Farm Fontame (C^oc«ts|» 
and jthere domiciled, a farmer, before enter- 
ing on service, Seijeant-major of the regi- 
ment of hifantry of the guard of Paris, ^ 
company, 2d battalion. Pierre Borderieox, 
born the 29th September, l??!* at Rm- 
aane< ( Rhone )^ and under the .colours of die 
62d regiment, being a child of *^the trpo^ 
Ga|)tam 6f -greiiadiers df the raiment (h 
infantry of the guard of Paris, Member of 
the Legion pf Honour. Jean Hcuri OiAi, 
bom the 15th of December, 1773, at Paris , 
(Seine), residing at Versailles, Adjutai|t, 
Sub-officer of the regiment of inbml0cf^i 
the guard of P^is, 2d baudion. .George 
RoufiT, bora the 6th January, 17 $4, at Bon- 
weiller (Has Rhin), Captaiii of Ae regi- 
meia of in&mtr^ of the gQaa:d of Parisy 1st 
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companyy 2d bftttaliaa, and GomaiaQdaal 
of the battalioD par interim. Jean Francois 
Rabbe, bom at Pesmes (Haute Saone), the 
l£th January, 1767f domiciled at Pesines; 
before his entering on service, a farmer by 
profession, Colonel of the regt.of the guard , 
i>f Paris, infantry officer of the Legion of Ho* 
liour. Amable Ahne Provost, iMra in July 
1789, at Clermont (Oise), Lieutenant of 
the 1st company of the 10th cohort^ ^a bar- 
racks at Paris. ^Joseph Antoine Vialli* 

▼ielhe, bom the t7tb Ekcember, 17S1, in 
l!he Gommwie ^5f Paris |Puy de Dome), 
Adjutant, Sub-ofecer of the i-egiment of the 
cuard of Paris. — Jean Baptiste Caumette, 
Sora the liSd July. 1784, at Paris (Seme), 
Seijc9nt-Mn. of the regituent of infantry of 
the guahl of )Paris, Member of the Legion 

of Honour, ^Jean Auguste Rateau, bism 

the 12th March, 1784, at Bourdeaui fCi- 
hmde)-, distiller, domiciled in the said town 
before entering in service, corporal of the 
regiment t>f inbntry of the guard of Paris, 

Itt battalion, 9d company. Accused, to 

wit, the £k-General of Brigade Mallet of a 
crime against the internal safety of the state, 
by an attempt, of which the object was to 
destroy the Government and the order of 
imccession to the throne, and toexcite the 
citizens and inhabitants to arm themselves 

again^ (^ Imperial authority.-: And the 

imder-named Lahorie and Guidal, £x-Ge- 
neralf of Brigade; Soulier, Chef-de-Batail- 
Ion ; Steenhouiver, Captain ; Piquerel, Ad- 
juunt-Major; Fes^art, Regnier, Lefebvre, 
Lebis, Provost Lieutenants ; Gomont, Sub 
Lientettaiit; IR^bbe, Colonel; Rouff, Bor- 
derietix, and Godard,'Captains; Beaumont, 
Lieutenant; Simozin, Caron, and Vialii- 
vidhe. Adjutants, sub^officirs ; Julien and 
CfaUmette, Serjcarfts-Majbr ; Rateau, Cor- 
^ral; and Boccheimpe, prisonek- of state, 
accused of being accomplices^ with the Ex- 
General Malet.-^— I4ie sittingliavingbeen 
ot>ened by his Excellency Count Ifejcan, 
President, and a copy of the Imperial De- 
cree of the 17th Messidor. year 12, being 
laid on the taUe, the Judge Reporter, on 
the dediind bf^the Preddent, tt^'the pa- 
ptn as well ta^harge as in discharge oC the 

acciia«El. The readiitf being temit^^cd, 

Ihe fitting was adjourned till one in the af- 
teraoon, imd havirig btoi resumed^t that 
time, hi^ Cte^tlency the Count Di^jeaq, 
President, ordered the guard to 'brlbg in 
the accused, who were introduced free and' 
witfa(M^lietten bebre the Commission.--^-* 
After havbg rivtti informati6n to the ac- 
cused of the nets whh wtoh tb*y were 
charged^havtog pai hiterrogatorles through^ 



his Excellency the Cownt Defean, Presi^ 
dent — having explamed to them the pa- 
pers mat^ul to the charge — having 
also shewn to the accused, Malet, the 
pistob and sabre produced as proob of 

(rhe charge^ The Military Commis^ 

iaon heard the Judge Reporter in his it^ 
poit, and the accused in their defcnce, 
as Weill by themselves as by two Ad- 
vocates, who pleaded for several ofMiesaUl 
accused, his Excellency- the Count D^can^ 
President demanded of the Judges if they 
had any observations to make ; oq their ai^ 
swering m the negative, and before collect- 
ing their opinions, the President desimtf 
the Defenders, and persons assisting at the 
sitting, to retire. The accused were recoor 
ducted by the escort to prison^ and thjt 

Clerk also retired. The Military Coni«> 

mission deliberated with closed dolors; 'hh 
Excellency the Count Dejean, President 
put the questions. The votes were col- 
lected on each, beginning with the inferioo 
rank; his Excellency the Count Dejean^ 
President, having given bis opinion last. 

^The Military Gonmiission condemned, 

to wit — 1st* iTnanimously, Claude Fran^ 
cois Malet, Ex-General of Brigade^ hitt^ 
paration of % crime against the intern^ 
safetv of the state, by an attempt, of wbicii 
the ob|ect was to destroy the goveromenT 
and the order of succession to 'the throne, 
and to excite the citizens or inhabitants to 
arm themselves anins( the Imperial author 
rity, to the pimishmeat of death, and con- 
fiscation of his property. — ^2d. Unaniatous^ 
ly, Victor ClaucTe, Alexander Farmeau La« 
horie, and Maximilianjoseph Geidal, Ex.- 
Ci'enersJs of Brigade; Gabriel Soulier, Chef 
de Bataillon ; Nicolas Rosue SteetdiouwcDi^ 
Pierre Borderiux, Antohie Piqner^l, Cap- 
tains ; Antoine Tessart, Joseph Lefebvre» 
Louis Marie Regnier, Filaire Beaumoni, 
Lieutenants; Jean Auguste Rateau, Qoi!p»- 
ril, in reparation of the crime of being ac- 
coihplices with the above-named Malet, t^ 
the pualshmeat o( death, and coo&sMiofi 
of their property. — 3d. By a »^j«rily; tif 
six to one, Jeah Francois RaKbe, Gol6iiel| 
iti'reparatjon of the crime of being an ac'- 
complice with the above named Malet, to 
the punishment of death, and eonfisoatiaii 

ofhSs property. ^And, 4thly, bya-ma^ 

jority of five to. two,, Joseph Louis BicH> 
cheiampe, prisoner of state, in reparatioa 
of the crime of being an accomplice' with 
tnesatd Malet, to tnepuntsiuBeiit'Of 'deaittii 

^and confiscation of his property. The 

saidsentedees^rereproncHmoed against the 
(To be continued. J 
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ryymderttit 
Five of the 

Martid, end 
'' Miiiaimi to receioe 500 leiAef e«A, pert of whicfa 
« peakHoMfnt they received oh Wedoatday, and 
^ h part vMi remitted. A aUppagefrr their fmap- 
** mdm was the gronnd of the oomplaimtfaat es- 
^ cited tfab mntiiions.fpirity which oosaiioiied 
^ the men to imrround their officers, and denwad 
**< what thc^ deemed their arrears. The first 
^ division of the Germanliegion halted yesterday 

^9^ NawmarlLet on their return ta Bury." 

That» ^ the 1st Jnly, 1809. .1 pnhHsbed^ in the 
PoiaScai Register, an article censoring, in the 
strongest tenns, these proceedings; that, for so 
4omg, the Attorney Generalproaecnted, as sedi- 
tions lifoettem, and by £x-Officio Inclination, 
aw, and *lio mypivit^y my Mhlisher, and one 
9f the principal retailers of ^le PoKtical Register ; 
that I was broaght t6 trial on the 15th Jnne, 
1910, and was, by> Speofad Jnrx, Hmt is to say, 
%y IS mmimit of ^appointed b| the Master ot 
,i3^ Crown Off^e, ibund gniMy; tlmt, on the 
tOth of the mme month, I wu eompelled lo give 
tMil for my appearance to recdve judgment^ 
and that, as I ^ame np Awn Botley (to which 
-ptaMlhadretoniedto my Aunily and my ihrm 
4n the evening of the 15th), a Tfpataff isent 
down from London hi order to seiae me^ per- 
sonally i that^ on the 9Ch of July, 1810, I, tige- 
Ohr vHth my printer, poblishei^ and the nnms- 
san, were brought mto the Court of Khig^ 
3cneh to receive jndnient; that the IhMe 
frraser were sentenced to be imprisoned Ibr 
some months fn the Ring^ Bendi prison; thnt I 
tnMienteochd tobeimpfisonedfortwoy«a>ito 
Newgate* the great raeeptade f<ftr m ni ahct o w » 
^md&ficontof vrhich is the scene of nnnMnns 
imngto in tbe course of every year; thatibe 
nartarQm prison b which I wassenteniced to 1^ 
^i^MA It sometunes inhabited by fetons, that 
Mono fMin netaaUy In it at the tlaw lentend 

It; ^(Tf "^ ^*"^ ""^ '^*** *" *^ **"** 

noited fndtent ^ boors all* I wii Mi faite^ 
MmeyaidT&ldm; and that it Is SejibMear 
conAMnenf to mms gnilty of nquptiiiat crimim 
nf fthom thaie nM four in it nt^lbfis time; thnt, 
ibsriiri this hnprispnment, I mm aentenced to' 
Mf n thmHOBd poomb TOTIffi KUI& and to 
flke iacii|% lor my good bfihaviour. Ibr aeven 
yeart^myidGriii HmiMmar^OOO -^ 
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twosnreties in the amn of 1,000 pounds encb ; 
iiatthe wheUrOfthis sentence hhs bwji upBc ntcJ 
upon me, that I have been imnrisoned the tm^ 

ElKGroI^bBve 
and Peiar Walk< 
that the AttOttMy 
tbajudg^whosat 

Road^ John Davii i 

Ellis of TottCnhttyv v^«rari, 4Mniu, ^voh '■ucH^ma 

of Bayswatev, Thomas Han^ham ofliafc^ gUecty 
Robert Heathcote of High Street MnylaboMc 
John Maud of Yock Place Marylebonei Oenm 
Bagster of Church Terrace Pincrio, -nomii 
Taylor ofRed lion Square, pavid DcMe of St 
John fitreety WUIiam JPalmer of Upper Stanet 
Islington, Henry Fisvre of Phil Hall;, Itet %• 
Prime Ministers during th^ time were ^eneet 
Percetal, nntil he was diot by Johq B^llinghanu 
and after that Robert B. jMLmsois BaH^oflii. 
verpool; that the prosecution 



phice in the reign of Kin^^Georfe tbe Thiad^maA 
that, he having become insane durfog my taipit* 
sonmenty t|ie 1>000 pounds wni paid to hk aon; 
the Prinoe Regent, m his behflifj^ttMC, dnrisft my 
immrimaBent, I wrote and poWikhed 964 e«9n 
and Letteta upon political tnli|f09l^; that dnrinf 
the nme tkne, I was visited 1^ peraoqp rropi 19T 
cities and mirns. many of them as a soft ot^ep^ 
ties from Sodeties or Clnlni that, at rtians|iim^ 
tkin of myilnprisenment|4n the 9th of Jnl;f, IBIS^ 
ngreat dmner ^fas given in London for (be wm- 
poae of receiving me, at wludi dinner upwnr^a of 
600 persons were present, and at vHndi Sir 
InnelsBordettpferided ; flmt dinners and < 
paiUea wero held on the aaino^oemtfdh ip i 
other places in Enciand; that^onnsy w 
I was received at Alton, die nrst town 
sUre, with tlie ringfaig of the Churth brils; tmX 
a lespectaUe^ conq;Nuiy met me uildgave ane 
** * * wna dnwB Hm 



9 at Wjaebester; thnt I was di 
than Aft distance of 4 mile inio 
tbepeople; that, upon my arrhndin tiie'v9b^ 
IfiMmdaU the people assembled to rec^Hnttt; 
that I oondnded the day by oaptaiaing tn Hmm 
Hw ennse of my M Hprifep m ent^ mil ^p gpnlg 
thma clear notions resMOtinf the A^QPV ^^ 
Local Vifitia^nen at JOj. and respectM Ihe e»- 
p^yasent of Gonnmi Tfiioufi and, fintf^Tt ^o^kb 



I a compenihti9n to asy 
.laAberibetheilth 



' see gaowing np thnd aosih npB "^ 



tinJt^'SStolswilbo 



PhhWied by R. BAGBHAW, BcySges^tmet; Cov«n^Oa9M^^ 
IX>inX>H:grtuti<>y/.|f'OsBW^I>lpwinMit9aeit,ilaf^^ 
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SUMMARY OF POLITICS. 

Wae in tbc PjENiNsuLA.-^After confi- 
dent predictions, that the French would be 
speedily expelled from Spain ; after such a 
descriptian of tJie deccepid state of the 
enemy, as might have led one to suppose it 
Hopoftsible that he could looger maintain his 
i;foutid in that couDti;y ; after^ in short, the 
]^ople of England, the thinking people of 
England^' the *' most thinking people^** had, 
ihrough the representations of a hired 
pressi been made to believe the. war in 
8ptia as upon the eve of a most glorious 
^nd successful conclusion, and had been in- 
duced, accordingly, to make bonfires, to 
illuminate their houses, to give balls and 
masquerades, and to waste, in expressions 
^ joy 9 tbe Aieans of feeding their two 
mill ions of paupers for one day, at least, in 
the year; after all this, we now are in- 
formed, that those same Frenchmen, whom 
we looked upon as nearly annihilated, have 
risen up in greater force than ever ; have 
dFivca our army from its advanced p/)si- 
tioBS ; liave re-entered the capital of Spain 
in triumph ; have greatly harassed our army 
on its retreat towards Portugal ; and, as 
appears from the ofl&cial dispatches of Lord 
Wollmgtop, was continuing its pursuit of 
parts, at least, of our army when those 

dispatches came away. There is nothing 

In this reverse in Spain to excite any pecu- 
liar degree of surprise* Such reverses 
iiave frequently Jiappencd in war; and, by 
/every wise man they will be expected ; be^ 
cause war iq, in many respects, a game at 
chances. There are so many circumstances, 
wholly unforeseen, which arise in every 
^ar, that there is no commander who has 
not, at isome time or other, experjcnced a 
reverse. But, in our case, it i& the boast- 
ing; it is the bragging; it is the exagger- 
ate statements which our newspapers pro- 
mulgate, and which the people believe; 
tfieK are the things that make any reverse 
hi war of j^t consequence In England. 
In the present inataqce, the bragging was 
carried to such a length ; the exultation at 
our.riitrance into Madrid; the hyperbolical 
^tuflfthat was published upon the occasion, 



naturally makes the nation hang down its 
head, when, before the bonfires are well 
extiikguished, they see the enemy, who was 
described as being reduced to almost no* 
thinfif, re-entering that ciiy.-= These re- 
flections are, however, useless; similar im- 
positions will continue to be practised upon 
the people ; and the people will continue 
to be the dupes of the hirelings whose bu* 
siness it is to buoy up their spirits by the 
means of falsehood, ushered forth in bow- 
bastical language. The impostors wlio 
carry on this trade of deception, are not to 
be reclaimed, or to be shamed. The de- 
tection of them to-day will be no check 
upon them to morrow. Jt is their busi'' 
ness to deceive the people ; to which may 
be added, that no small part of the people 
love to be deceived. They are afraid tq 
look their situation in the face ; they feel a 
conviction, that things cannot go on long iii 
the way they are now going. They are 
afraid to know the truth; they hate the 
man that tells it them ; they say, as did the 
Israelites of old, ^' prophesy udto us smooth 
*' things, prophesy unto us lies ;" and to 
do their prophets justice, they are by no 
n)eans backward in complying with their 
request; for of all the liars that the world 
ever saw, the Editors of the hired papers 

in • London are certainly the greatest. 

Nevertlieless, they have, as we shall pre- 
sently see, certain inconveniences to con- 
tend with, arising out of their own false- 
hoods. In the present instance, they find 
themselves not a little puzzled to account 
for the evacuation of Madrid and the re- 
treat of our army. They represented the 
success .of Lord Wellington as being so 
complete ; they represented the French as 
being so cut up ; so reduced in numbers ; 
so fallen in spirit ; so destitute of the means 
of even withstanding the farther progress of 
our army; that they now do really seepa to 
boggle; the falsehood does not seem to be 

quite ready at the tin of their lips. As 

to the real events ol the war, it appears, 
that Lord Wellington had advanced fur- 
ther than his means could well allow. 
After the .battle of Salamanca, he was - 
tempted to push on to Madrid, and tliea 
Y 
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to attempt the capture of the fortress 
Burgos. In this latter auempt he appears 
to have failed, after sustaining great loss in 
men, and, which was of full as miich im- 
portance, after giving the enemy time to 
gather round him. Hence he has been 
compelled lo retreat, and, from the tenoiir 
of his dispatches, it appears probable, that 
he will be compelled to continue his retreat 
till he once more reaches his lines in Por- 
tugal, or, at least, until he gets back to the 
point whence he started at the beginning of 

the campaign. With regard to the de- 

<fli/of his operations, it would be impossi- 
ble to give so good an account of them as 
the reader will find in the dispatches which 
are inserted below. There are, however, 
two or three facts stated, respecting the 
conduct of the German Troops^ which ap- 
pear to me worthy of particular notice. 

It appears, that Lord Wellington, having 
been informed of the intention of the 
enemy to advance for the relief of the 
Castle of Burgos, posted a picquet to watch 
their -approa^Sihes in a certain quarter; that 
this picquet was commanded by an Officer 
of the Brunswick Legion ; that this subal- 
tern disobeyed his orders, and was taken 
with hi^ picquet ; and that in consequence 
of this^^the enemy obtained possession of a 
point of great advantage to them. It is 
here ^aid positively that the Officer dis- 
obeyed his orders; and, as he and his pic- 
quet were taken prisoners, the reader will 
ferm his own opinion as to the motive for 

such disobedience. In another part of 

his dispatches, Lord Wellington says, that 
he haa sent orders to the regiment of 
Brunswick Oels to take post on the ruins of 
a bridge, in such manner as to prevent the 
«nemy from repairing it ; and that he had 
the mortification, however, of learning, the 
next night, that this regiment had been 

obliged to abandon its post, He says no 

more upon the conduct of this regiment 
upon this occasion. He does not add the 
reason why they were obliged to abandon 

it. Of far greater interest, however, are 

other views of these military operations. 
And, first, as connected with party politics 
^t hpme. ' The intelligent reader must 
have perceived, that, of late, a junction has 
been in view between the whigs and the 
little knot of Lord Wellesley and Mr. Can« 
ning. Hence on the part of the former an 
incessant crying up of Lord JVellington, to 
«?hich they were formerly not at all accus- 
tomed. .The more immediate partisans of 
Lord Wellesley cry up Lord Wellingtoni 
of course, as they always have done. The 



Partisans of the Ministers also cry him up, 
ecause he is their cock. Hence he has all 
these parties for* him; but the two former 
parties conEne their praise to him exclu- 
sively ; whereas the partisans of the Minis- 
ters give, of course, the Ministers a share 
of the praise arising out of the victories in 
Spain. These different views of the par- 
ties have given rise to some very curious 
observations as to the cause of the recent 
disasters. The opponents of the Ministers 
contend broadly, that it is their faulty and 
their fault alone, that Madrid is re-occu- 
pied by the French, and that our army has 
been compelled to retreat before an eneiny 
which, but a week ago, he was understood 

to have driven nearly out of Spain. 

It behoves us, who, as real friends of 
our country, avoid attaching ourselves to 
either of these interested parties, to form a 
correct opinion of this matter; to deter- 
mine, to whom, if to any one or any body 
of men, the fault of this reverse in Spaia 

belongs. ^Thc Times news-paoer, which, 

for very sufficient reasons, I oare say, is 
become the indefatigable partisan of Lord 
Wellesley, ascribes the necessity of the 
retreat from Madrid wholly to the Minis- 
ters. I call it retreat from Madrid. The 
hired news-papers say that Buonaparte has 
runaway from Moscow; but, in speaking of 
what has recently taken place at Madrid, 
they, like Master Mathcw, call it, " for 
" more grace," not running away, but re* 
treating, withdrawing, retrograding,fiinging 
back the army, chax^ig/ront, taking up a 
new position, or the like ; in which respect 
I shall beg to be permitted to follow their 
example, and.shall, in no case, call it not' 

ning away. The Editor of the TiMti 

has; then, asserted, the necessity of flinging 
back our army is to be wholly ascribed to 
the Ministers ; than which I do not remem- 
ber a more bold assertion. The assertion 
is not, indeed, attempted to he praised, ex- 
cept by some vague statements as to a want 
of means, founded upon that passage in the 
dispatches where the writer says, that 
" his means were limited;" a phrase, by 
the bye, which does not appear to carry 
any great signification in it; for, whose 
means are not limited? Where is the 
commander; where is the human being; 
where is the natioo, whose means have not 
some limits f This phrase, therefore, con- 
tains, and can contain, no complaint against 
the Ministers, until it be proved, that they 
were enabled to put unlimited means intft 
his hands; and, as such a position cannot 
be maintained, Uie charge against the Mi- 
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nlst^rs, Ibubded upon this phrase^ must fall 

to the grouud. The same writer talks 

of " a mUerabU aconomjfJ' What does 
he mean ? Does he know of any men, any 
moneys any warlike means that we have to 
spare f Does he want the war in the Pe- 
ninsula to cost us more than twenty millions 
of pounds in a year? This writer says, 
that if 10,000 men had been sent out in- 
stantly upon our Ministen hearing of the 
viaory of Salamanca, great things might 
have been done. He says, that '' the 
*' whole mechanism of the French force in 
*^ Spain -would have been broken to piecesj 
•' never more to be re-constructed;*' and, 
at this very moment we are told, that the 
French have a force nearly double in point 
of numbers to our's* How, then, were 
10,000 men to have produced such won- 
ders ? Besides, whence were they to come, 
and whence tlie means oj transporting 
them ? The Courier of the ^th instant 
gives us a specimen of the sort of troops 
now shipping off to hll up the gaps, made 
In our army by the late battles.* It is im- 
possible to believe, that the Ministers are 
not driven to take recruits of this sort by 
the absolute want of native soldiers. In 
short, it is notorious that the country has 
been drained, till the Government have 
been compelled to resort to the inlistihg of 
poor, feeble creatures, such as would, on 
no account^ have been received into the 
army only a few years ago ; and, that, for 
want of men of any size or description, boysy 
at even 13 years of age, are an^uously 
sought after, and with great difi^ulty ob- 
tained, at ten times the bounty, and more 
than ten times the bounty, that was given 
to a grenadier of twenty years of age, at the 
time when I entered into the army. I my- 
self have seen, not long ago, upwards of 



* Last week about a thousand men from 
the King*s German Legion marched into 
this town, in three divisions, from Bexhill, 
on their route to Portsmouth, there to em- 
bark to join Lord Wellington's army in 
Spain. Most of them had been taken pri- 
soners in the French servict^ and volunteer' 
edjrom the different prisons in which they 
were copHned. They ^re for the most part 
Jlne looking young men ; and their uniform 
fives them an appearance very different 
from that which they exhibited when they 
passed through this town, a short time 
since, in their yellow jackets, bom the de- 
pot at the Isle of Wight, to join their Le^ 
gion at BcxbiSi.-^Susscx Faper. 



three hundred men together, not one of 
whom would have been received into any, 
regiment in the service, previous to the 
commencement of the anti-jacobin war.. 
It is easy to talk about dispatching ten 
thousand men to Spain at a moment's warn- 
ing ; but, in the present state of our re-, 
sources, the executibii of such a measure is, 
a matter of some difficulty. If Lord Wel- 
lington stood in need of an immediate rein^ 
forceanent of ten thousand men to enablo 
him to keep his ground at Madrid, it was 
his fault, and not the fault of the Ministers^ 
that he was compelled to retreat ; |>ecausey 
he must hav£ known, that it would be a 
matter of great difficulty for the Ministers 
to send him ten thousand men in the coursf 
of several months, and that it was physi? 
cally impossible for them to do it on a sudr 
den. It appears, that, even if he had ap^ 
plied for the men the moment he got pos- 
session of Madrid, there was not time to 
assemble them at the sea-ports in England*, 
to ship them in transports, to land thern^ 
and to march them to join him before the 

time when he was obliged to retreat. It 

appears to me, therefore, that, his being 
obliged to abandon the capital of Spain, 
and to retreat before the French army, 
cannot fairly be ascribed to the Ministers^ 
in any degree whatever, unless it should 
appear, that hb advance to Madrid was in 
consequence of peremptory commands from 
h^me. If that was the case, then, indeed, 
it was for the Miubters to know the extent 
of his means, compared with those of the 
enemy, and it was for them to provide him 
amply with every thing necessary for main* 
taining the ground whicli they had ordered 
him to take. That this, however, should 
haVe been the case, is altogether improba- 
ble ; and, indeed, the friends of Lord Wel- 
lington ought to be the last to encourage the 
supposition ; for, the affirmative of it would 
completely strip him of the far greater part 
of the merit which has been given to his 
victories ; it would strip him of the merit 
of conception, arrangement, and copibina- 
tion, and leave him merely that of execu* 

tion. 'These opponents of the Ministers^ 

who profess a species of admiration of Lord 
Wellington approaching to Eastern adora- 
tion, in their eagerness to cast blame upon 
the Ministers, seem to overlook the dilem- 
ma, in which they place the object of their 
worship ; for^ either he was left to pursue 
his own plans, or he was not ; either his 
advance forward into Spain was the effect 
of his own choice, or, it was the eOtsct o£ 
orders which he received from home. If 
Y2 
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thchtter, tbc merit, or, at least, all the 
higher part of the merit, of the victory of 
Salamanca and of the capture of Madrid, 
belong to the Ministers; if the former, 
then, he, himself, was the master of his 
own movements, and ought to have pro- 
portioned them, together with all his un- 
dertakings, to the extent of the means 
which he had within his power. No- 
thing, in my opinion, can be more ibolbh, 
lo say nothing of the injustice of it, than to 
knpute the failure at Burgos to the Minis-* 
ters. They are charged with neglect in not 
iUpplying the commander with batterhig 
icaOnon for the carrying en of the siege. 
Why, before the Ministers did know, or 
could know, that he had nudertaken the 
siege, it was too kite for them to send a 
dispaick to him on the subject ; he was 
obliged to give up the siege before there 
^as time for them to send him a UlUr m 
answer to any application that he might 
have made for battering cannon. How, 
then, was it possible for them to ship thos^ 
cannon,^ to convey them to a sea- port in 
Spain or Portugal, and to cause them to 
Teach him 400 miles by land ? To have 
supplied him with cannon in time to have 
been of any service to him, they must have 
possessed the means of sending him the 
camion in a letter ; they must have been 
conjurors, and, whatever they may be eke, 
Lord Wellington knew too much of them 

to suppose them to be that. It seems to 

me, though, certainly, I profess not to be a 
General, that, before I undertook a siege, 
I should have made an estimate of my 
means for carrying that siege through ; in 
that estimate, i might have erred, and 
might have unArtaken the siege with in- 
adequate means, which appears to have 
been tjhe case, in this instance ; for, k is 
impossible to believe, that any man of 
common sense could have tmdertaken a siege 
io the heart of Spain, could have under- 
taken the siege of a fortress there, in the 
expectation of being supplied with a batter* 
ing train from the banks of the Thames, 
and that, too, while he knew that the army 
of the enemy was equal in force to his own. 
The supposition is so absurd that it never 
could have been engendered in the brain of 
any man not stultified by party rancour. 
-- — ^Pair, as I flatter myself, is this view 
• of the matter; obvious as, it appears to 
me) is the fact, that no blame whatever 
can attach to the ministers for the recent 
reverses in Spain, one of the assailants 
goe%, so far as to throw out a hint of the 
fsiA^iJltyf that Lord Wellington may re- 




sign in disgust and leaye the anh^ lo find 
Us wa^ b<uk to Fitrtugal as U am, in coa* 
sequence of this alleged neglect on the part 
of the Government at home, fiut, the 
whole paragraph (in the Times news-paper 
of the 33d instant), is so curious and uf 
ominously important, that I shall quote it 
at length before I proceed farther with mf 

observations. The writer says, ** li is 

the business of a General to gain ncterieSf 
— it is the business of a Minister io tent 
those victories to good account^ and to 
make one * iht fruitful mother of a kun^ 
dred more,* Our General has, over 
and over again, discharged his duty. 
^ How grating must it be to him to have 
' discharged it wilhoui benefU lo his coun- 
^ try or her cause^ and to find bb most 

* glorious victories followed by the neces^ 

* siiy of retreat ! It would be matter of 

* curious speculation to see how Minbiers 
' would act, if his great mind would al- 
' low him to give way to this distressing 
' sentiment ; if he were to resign:' in d^- 

* gust and leave the arm^ to find ils w^ 
' bad to Portugal as it eould. Are they 

* prepared for such an event ? Have they 
' a plan of their own for closing the cam* 

* paigii with success? — and have they a 
' General of their own, another Lord 
' Ghatham, ready for iu emecution ? Our 
' army is, indeed, crilUaltjf situaUL 
^ Reduced as it has been by sickness and 
' service^ we understand that the united 
' force of Lord Wellington and Sir Row- 

* land Hill, at present (we hope) united 
' on the Douro, is barely 36,000 British 

* and 20,000 Portuguese. Soult widi 
' 60,000 k at Madrid. Should he form a 
' combined plan of operations with Soo- 
' ham, he might bring a force of nearly 
' 100,000 men to bear upon the British 
' army. In such an event Lord Wel- 
< lington must of necessity fall back. He 
' could not even stop at Salamanca ; he 
*' must retire behind Giudad Rodrigo. One 
^ step preparatory to such a course ofac* 
' tion has been taken, as matter of laad* 

* able precaution : the sifk and wouaded 

* were mored on the 25th lilt. from Ma- 
' drid to Salamanca. This cktumstanee 
' gave the real patriots of Madrid moch 
' concern, as well it might. It was but 
^ too indicative of a change about to orer- 
^ cloud all the bright prospects of loyal 
« hope. We, however, trust that the 
' deficiencies of the Cabinet wUl stiU be 

* (as they have been hitherto) counter- 

* balanced by energy m die field. We 
' rely on the talems of the Marquis of 
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*< WellingtoD, to frustrate all the skill of 
'* ail the French Gommanders uuiied ; but 
<^ we cannot help reflecting, that our be- 
'^ loved Hero is mortal ; a chance shot, — 
« a fever, might blast all our hopes ; and 
'^ the prospect of dragging on the war in 
^ Spain, like a Waicheren expediiienj 
'^ would be enough to reduce the mosizea- 
** loHs friend of kis country to despair," 
This paragraph sets out with a posi- 
tion, from which, though laid down in so 
dogmatical a manner, 1 must beg leave ex- 
plicitly to dissent. In one way, indeed, it is 
the business of a minister to turn victory to 
account. It is his business, and I said at 
the time, that it was the business of our 
minister, to turn the victory of Salamanca 
to account, by offering Napoleon, who was 
alleged to be^ the defeated party, lerm^ of 
pea^ ; but j in a military point <^ view, it 
is. not only the busmess of a general, and 
especially of a commander in diief to turn 
his own victories to account ; but, it is his 
business to avoid fighting, and, of course, 
to avoid gaining victories, unless he be 
convinced that he can turn them to account ; 
for, unleiss victory be attended with bene- 
ficial results^ every life lost in the acquir- 
ing of it is a life thrown awajf. Strictly 
speaking, it is not a victory^ with which 
word we always associate the idea of ad- 
vantage as to the main object contended for. 
If, for example, a commander be success- 
fill, as Me LAS was at the battle of Ma- 
rengo, in the former part of the day, and 
tf be be defeated in the latter part of the 
day, DO man thinks of saying that he has 
gained a victory. And, if he be success- 
ful in his attempt at advancing to-day, and 
be compelled to abandon his ground to- 
morrow, can he with, reason be said to 
have been victorious ? It is in the results 
of battles that we are to look for the proof 
x>f victory ; and, if it belong to ministers 
jto be the cause of the results, the merit of 

all victories must remain with them. 

This writer says, that it must be grating 
to Lord Wellington to find his most glo- 
rious victories followed by the necessity of 
retreat. Doubtless, . it may have been 
;grating to him ; but then, who has he to 
blame Cor it? The Spaniards, perhaps; 
those who oughl^ or wnom he expected to 
second his efforts; but, certainly, not 
those by whom those efiforts were not com- 
manded to be made. He was commander- 
lorchief ; he was upon the spot ; he, if 
any one could, must have known the ex- 
ttnt of his own means and of those of the 
enemy; and if he was unable to perceive 



that his most glorious victories wculd be 
followed by the necessity of retreat, how, 
were the ministers in England to be able 
to foresee, much less to prevent, such ne- 
cessity? This writer, who, a few 

weeks ago, ascribed to Lord Wellington 
exclusively the merit of having nearly an- 
nihilated the French army, has now the cool 
impudence to tell his readers that the British 
army is Jn numerical strength, not much more 
than a third part of that of the French army ; 
and that, if the latter should bear down 
upon him, he must be compelled to retire 
mto Portugal. Well, and what of that? 
Gould the ministers in England prevent the 
French army from being so strong, or did 
they give imperative orders for undertaking 
those marches, those battles, and those 
sieges, by which the English army muse 
have been so materially r^uced ? Let any 
candid man put this question to himselfy 
and I am persuaded the answer will be the 
contrary of that which is suggested by this 
writer. — We are here told, that our sick 
and wounded being removed from Madrid 
to Salamanca gave our friends at the former 
phcfi much concern; that it was indica- 
tive of a change about to over-cloud all their 
bright prospects. There is no question 
of the truth of thb ; but, how could this 
change be ascribed to the deficiencies of our 
cabinet^ who were not upon the spot^ who 
could know very little of what was going 
on, who had exercised no control over the 
movements of our commander, and in whose 
power it was not to prevent any of the 
causes which compelled him to retreat ? If 
our army be, as this writer asserts it is, 
reduced by sickness and service, to whom 
is the cause of that effect to be ascribed ? If 
it be critically situaledf that situation may 
have been caused by the zealy by the bra* 
very^ by any other estimable quality in the 
commander ; but, surely, common sense, 
as well as common justice, forbid us to as- 
cribe it to the mmisters in England, who 
have had no more to do in all probability, 
in causing those movements which have 
placed the army in such a critical situation,, 
than they had in gaining the victory of Sa« 
lamanca. — It may suit the hireling who 
writes in the Times newspaper, and it may 
suit the proprietor of the Morning Chroni- 
cle, who condescends to make hb columns 
subservient to the purposes of an insolent 
and greedy faction of oligarchs ; these, it 
may suit to give to Lord Wellington, all the 
merit of every advantage that he obtains 
over the enemy with the immense means 
placed in hia hands ; W^ to give to the 
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ministers all the demerit of every reverse 
that he sustains. But, men in general do 
not, and will not, decide in this way. 
They will say, that, if to him belongs ex- 
diuively the glory of victory, to him also 
belongs exclusively, whatever attribute at- 
taches to retreat; and I am sure, that, if 
the whole nation were put to the vote upon 
the subject. Dine hundred and ninety-nine 
eut of every thousand would say with me, 
that this writer, in supposing it possible, 
' that Lord Wellington, now that he sees hb 
army critically situatedj should resign in 
disgust, and leave it to And its way back to 
Portugal as it could, has imputed to him 
the possible possession of a mind, the seat 
of baseness itself. What! A commander 
in chief, who has advanced into a country 
of his own accord v who has been absolute 
master of his operations; who has had as- 
cribed to him exclusively all the advantages 
he has gained ; who has been covered with 
honours and rewards, in which even his 
posterity is to partake ; shall such a man, 
when, before the close of the campaign, he 
finds himself beset with difficalties, resign 
in disgust ! Shall he abandon his post, 
and, with it that army by the valour of 
whom [he has gained a profusion of titles 
and of pecuniary compensation I The very 
idea must fill every man of honour, every 
man who has the ordinary sentiments of 
morality, with indignation and abhorrence. 
If ever there was a commander who had no 
reason to complain of being thwarted in his 
plans and operations. Lord Wellington ap- 
pears to n[ie to be in that state. He has 
bad, and has, every thing within his reach, 
under his absolute control. He is com- 
mander in chief of the English forces; he 
has long been generalissimo of the Portu- 
guese army, and he' is now generalissimo 
of the Spanish army. His brother is our 
ambassador to the Spanish government ; 
the political parties at home have vied with 
each other in their praises of him and his 
deeds. No fault has ever been found of any 
thing that he has done: advancing or re- 
treating behind his lines and in the open 
£eld, capturing fortresses or raising sieges ; 
still has he l^en praised ; with him the 
tide of titles and rewards has never ceased 
to flow. It is, therefore, most abomina- 
bly unjust towards the government to pre- 
tend, that they are answerable for tviry 
reverse that may happen to him. I, for 
my part, should rather be inclined to say, 
that if the war should finally prove disas- 
trous, the fault was his, or at least, as 
much his as theirs. I do not meaa in a 



military point of vibw ; for of that any one 
in my situation can be but a poor judge; 
but, I should, mease of final fatlore, blame 
him, who mast have such excellent neaos 
of obtaining informaion, for not disoover* 
ing in time, that the cause was a cause not 
to be maintained. I do not pretend to the 
gift of prophecy ; and I do not know boir 
the contest may end ; but, if we should be 
finally compelled to yield up the Pemasoia 
to the French, I am not one of those who 
shall be disposed to lay all the blame upon 
the ministers, who cannot be so well in-* 
formed as to many important poinu as those 
who have been upon the spot, and who 
have had such ample means of observatioo 
as well as of information; Of this way of 
thinking, however, is not our good hire- 
ling of the Times newspaper. He, oo the 
contrary, would lay the sins even of the Spa- 
nish government, as it is called, upon our 
ministers, that is to say, upon the present 
set, without Lord Wellesley amongst theon, 
whom he denominates the ^^ first Siaies* 
man in Europe.** He says, the " Govcm- 
'' ment of Spain is new. It needs the fgaa* 
'^ dance of experience. It requires to bt 
" protected and to be directed. Protectioa 
** has been afforded to it by the bJood and 
** treasure of the British nation ; to give 
*' it direction and advice is the proper task 
'' of tlie British Ministry. Three years 
*' ago it was stated, that there ¥ras no ab* 
*' solute want of resources in the coonti7» 
'^ no inherent or incorrigible defects in the 
*' materiab of which the body of the Army 
** was composed, and no perverse or on* 
*' tractable disposition in the mass of the 
'* people of Spain, yet at that tioK no 
*' system had been established by whidi 
'' the deficiencies of one district could be 
^* supplied from the abundance of another, 
'^ or by which the resources of any oee 
'' province could be made properly avails 
<^ able for its own or the general defence; 
'* there were corruption and treachery 
^' among many of the Civil Authorities, — 
'' the numbers, composition, and disdplioe 
" of the army were defective, — and mmtf 
'^ of its chief officers were notoriously in- 
<< capable, or disaffected. If these defects 
" were now wholly removed, it Is utterly 
<< incredible, that Spain should not have 
'< shaken off her invaders ^< like dew-drsps 
<^ from the lion's mane ;" but if the defects 
*^ exist, we say they argue not merely aa 
^* imbeciUly in Spain, but here in £t^UnJ^ 
*' — here, at the head-quarters of thecause. 
" Our Miniiters are to blanUy if they do 
^' not Qxercate the weight they possess im 
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<< Spain, to improve her internal sTStemt 
w — they are infinitely more to blarney if 
^ thetf possess no weight in that country. 
** We have heretofore censured them for 
** not sending a larger British army into 
^* the field ; we now charge it on them as 
^ a fault, that they have not sent^ or 
** caused to be sent into the field j a larger y 
'* delter equipped^ and better disciplined 
^ Spanish army, if they should say, they 
^ are unable to e£fect this, we must own 
** that we should partly believe them; but 
^* we are convinced, tha there are others 
*^ jvho would be able to effect it; we are 
^^ convince, that until it is effected, the 
M heavy burden of taxation in this|coun<- 
^ try will be borne the more impatiently, 
^' because it will appear to the multitude to 
*' be borne in vain. ' — At the close of this 
paragn^ one cannot' help smiling. There 
are others who would be able to effisct the 
desirable object of drawing forth the peo- 
ple of Spain to assist us in driving out the 
Fraooh. That is to say, if the ministers 
would but make room for the patrons of 
this writer, we should see all the people in 
Spain armed against the French, and fight- 
ing like Christian heroes, under the ban- 
kers of SiU Dominick, to drive the French 
across the Pyrennees* Alas ! The people of 
Spain neither know nor care who are minis- 
lets in England, any more than they know 
•r care about what is passine in the moon. 
Hiey have no interest in the question of 
whaistoenjoy the sinecure places, and who 
IB to have the giving away of commissions, 
leases, grants, and the like, in England. 
ISieyhave their eye stedfasdy fixed upon 
one thing, and that is, who is doing in their 
country that which is best for them, and 
they are very likely to regard him as their 
lirtehd. who shall seem disposed to suffiir 
them, ta have the greatest share of victuals 
and drink« Spain is in a state of revolu- 
tieo^ There are two armies, two foreien 
armies, fighting in the country, and, like 
all other pec^le in a similar situation, the 
Spaniards are rather spectators than actors 
in the scene.. The deception so fatal to us, 
hat been,, that we have continually been 
told that the Spaniards were unanimously 
on our side. If this had been true, the 
^French must long ago have been driven 
itwm the country.. When we shall be con- 
vinced of our error 1 know not. Very 
iikelv the delusion may last for a year or 
two XQOgierj though I do not think that that 
is very probable. At any rate this notion, 
tteit a change of ministry in England would 
^&Kt a dumge of dispo^n in the people 



of Spain is perDectly ridiculous, and especi^ 
ally as< the writer, whose words we have 
quoted, obviously aims at the introduction 
into power of Lord Wellesley and Mr. Can- 
ning, one or the other of whom has always 
been in place until February, ever since 
the war in the Peninsula began. If they 
could do poiliing to rouse tiie people of 
Spain, when they were in power before, 
why should they be able to effect that ob- 
ject if they were in power again ! It would 
be difficult, I believe, for the hireling of 
the Times to answer this question ; yet, un- 
til he can answer it, he may be assured that 
it is full as well for him to hold his tongue. 

Wm. cobbett. 

Bolleyy Thursday y 2&ih/rov. 1812. 



WAR IN SPAIN. 

Downing^ Street y Kov. I7. DispalcheSy 

of which the following are extracts y have 
been this day received at Earl Bathursl's 
Officcy addressed to his Lordship by Ge^ 
neral the Marquis of JVeUingtony dated 
Cabegony 26/A and^Slh October, Rueda^ 
Zist October y and Sd Jfovembery 1814. 

Cabefcn^ ^6th Octobery 1812. 
I have been so muoh occupied by the 
movements and operations of the army 
since the 18th inst. that I have not been 

able to- write to your Lordship. The 

operations of the Castle of Burgos conti- 
nued nearly in the state in which they were 
when I addressed your Lordship on the 
11th instant, till the 18th. Having at 
that time received a supply of musket am>- 
munition from Santander, and having, 
while waiting for that necessary article, 
completed a mine under the church of St« 
Roman, which stood in an outwork of the 
second line, I determined that the breach 
which we had efiected in the second line 
should be stormed on that evening, at the 
moment this mine should explode; and 
that at the same time the line should be 
auacked by escalade. The mine suc- 
ceeded^ and Lieutenant Colonel Browne 
lodged' a party of the 9th Cacadores, and 
a detachment of Spanish troops of the regi^ 
ment of Asturias in the out- work. A de- 
tachment of the King's German Legion, 
under Major Wurmb, carried the breach, 
and a detachment of the Guards succeeded 
in escalading the line; but the enemy 
brought such a Ere upon these two last de- 
tachments, from the third line, and the 
body of the castle itself, and they were at- 
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tacked hj numbers so superior, before 
they could receive the support, allotted to 
tbem, that they were obliged to retire, 
sufferinj^ considerable loss. Major Wurmb 
was unfortunately killed. It is impos- 
sible to represent in adequate terms my 
sense of the conduct of the Guards and 
German Legion upon this occasion ; and I 
am quite satisfied, that if it had been pos- 
sible to maintain the posts which they had 
gained with so much gallantry, these 
troops would have maintained them. Some 
of the men stormed even the third line, 
and one was killed in one of the embrasures 
of that line; and I had the satisfaction of 
seeing that if I could breach the wall of the 
Castle we should carry. the place. An- 
other mine was commenced under the second 
line from the church of St. Roman, of 

which we remained in possession. The 

enemy had on the 1 3th moved forward a 
considerable body of infantry, and six 
squadrons of cavalry from Briviesca to re- 
connoitre our out-posts at Monasterio. They 
attacked the picquet at the bridge in front 
pf that town, but were repulsed by the 
fire of a detachment of the Infantry of the 
Brunswick Legion. In this affair. Lieu- 
tenant Colonel the Honourable Frederick 
Ponsonby, who commanded at Monasterio, 
ivas wounded, but not severely, and I 
hope I shall soon again have the benefit of 

h'lS assistance. 1 had long had reports 

of the enemy's intention to advance for the 
relief of the Castle of Burgos with the army 
of Portugal, reinforced by troops recently 
anived from France, and with that part 
pf the army of the North which was dis- 
posable; and they did advance in consi- 
derable force against the post at Monasterio 
on the evening of the 18th. The subal- 
tern of the Brunswick Legion, who com- 
manded a picquet in St. Olalla, disobeyed 
his orders in remaining in that village upon 
the approach of the enemy, and he was 
taken with his picquet. The enemy con- 
sequently obtained possession of the heights 
which commanded the town of Monasterio, 
and our outpost was obliged to retire on 
the morning of the l9th to the Burgos side 

of the town. 1 assembled the troops, 

excepting those necessary for carrying on 
the operations of the siege, as soon as it 
appeared by the enemy's movement of the 
I8th, that they entertained serious inten- 
tions of endeavouring to raise it, and placed 
tbe allied army on the heights, having 
their right at Ibeas, on the Arlanzon, the 
centre at Rb Vena and Magaradas, and 
the left at Soto f allacio. The enemy's 



army likewise assembled In the neiekboiir* 
hood of Monasterio^ They moved forward 
on the evening of the 20jh with about tco 
thousand men to drive in our outpost at 
Qointana Palla, and Olmos. The former 
withdrew by order, but the latter wat 
maintained with great spirit by the Chas- 
seurs Britanniques. Seeing a fair oppor- 
tunity of striking a blow upon the enetny^ 
I requested Lieutenant General. Sir Edward 
Paget to move with the 1 st and 5th divi- 
sions u|)on the enemy's right flank, which 
movernent having been well executed, 
drove them back upon Monasurio, and our 

posts were replaced in Quintana Paiia. 

On the morning of the 2 1st, I received a 
letter from Sir Rowland Hill, of the I7th, 
in which he acquainted me of the enemy's 
intention to move towards the Tagus^ 
which was already fordable by individuals 
in many places, and was likely to become 
so by an army. The Castle of Chin- 
chilla had surrendered on the 9th instant. 

The enemy's force in Valencia was 

supposed to amount to not less than seventy 
thousand men, a very large proportion of 
which, it was expected, would be dis- 
posable for service out of that kingdom. 

^I had desired Lieutenant General Sir 

Rowland Hill to retire from his position 
on the Tagus, if he should find that he 
could not maintain himself in it with ad- 
vantage; and it was necessary thai I shoiild 
be near htm, in order that the corps under 
my command might not be insulated, in 
consequence of the movemeuts which he 
should find himself under the necessity of 
making; I therefore raised the siege of 
Burgos on the night of the ^Oth, and moved 
the whole army back towards the Douro* 

1 felt severely the sacrifice I was thert- 

by obliged to make. Your Lordship is 
aware that I was never very sanguine in 
my expectations of success in the siege of 
Burgos, notwithstanding that I considered 
success was attaiuable, even with the 
means in my power, within a reasouabl/ 
limited period. If the attack made oo the 
first line on the nd or the 99th had suc- 
ceeded, I believe we should have taken the 
place, notwithstanding the abtlitf with 
which the Governor conducted th&de£Boce, 
and the jgallantry with which it was ex- 
ecuted by the garrison. Our means weie 
limited ; but it appeared to me, that if we 
should succeed, the advantage to the cause 
would be great, and the final success of 
the campaign would have been certain. 

1 had every reason to be satisfied with 

the conduct of the oncers and troops dor^ 
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ing the siege of Burgos, particularly with 
the brigade of Guards. During the lat- 
ter part of the siege the weather was very 
unfavourable, and the troops suffered much 
from the rain. The officers at the head of 
the artillery and engineer departments — 
Lieutenant Colonel Robe, and Lieutenant 
Colonel Bui'goyne, and Lieutenant Colonel 
Dickson, who commands the reserve ar- 
tillery, rendered me every assistance ; and 
the failure of success is not to be attributed 
to them. By their activity we carried off 
every thing in the course of one night, ex- 
cepting three eighteen pounders destroyed 
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by the enemy's fire, and the eight pieces 
of cannon which we had taken from the 
enemy on the night of the 19th ultimo in 
the storin of the homwork. Having sent 
our cattle to meet the equipment expected 
from Satitander, we had not the means of 

moving the latter. The enemy was not 

aware of our movement, and did not fol- 
low us till late ou the 22d, when ten thou- 
sand men encamped on this side of Burgos, 
The British army encamped at Celada 
del Camino and Homillos, with the light 
cavalry at Estepan and Baniel. We con- 
tmued our march on the following day, the 
right of the army to Torquemada, the left 
of Cordevilia, at which places we crossed 

the Pisderga. The enemy followed our 

movement with their whole army. Our 
rear-guard consisted of two light battalions 
of the King's German Legion, imder Co* 
lonel Halkett, and of Major General An- 
son's brigade of cavalry : and Major Ge- 
neral Bock's brigade was halted at the 
Venta del Pozo to give them support. The 
whole under the command of Lieutenant 
General Sir Stapleton Cotton. Don Julian 
Sanchez marched on the left of the Arlan- 
zon ; and the party of Guerillas, hereto- 
fore commanded by the late Martinez, on 

the hills on the left of our rear-guard. 

Major General Anson's brigade charged 
twice with great success, in front of Celada 
del Camino, and the enemy was detained 
above three hoinrs'by the troops under 
Lieutenant General Sir S. Cotton, in the 
passage of the Hormaza, in front of that 

village.- The rear-guard continued to 

Hall bade in the best order, till the Gue- 
rillas on tiie left having been driven in, 
4iey rode towards the lank of the rear- 
giiard of Major General Anson's brigade, 
•and fomr or five squadrons of the enemy 
mixed with them* These were mistaken 
for Spaniards, and they fell upon the flank 
•and rear of eur troops. We sustained 
iomtl^is, iAd LkculCBam Colonel Felly, 



of the 16th dragoons, having had his horse' 

shot, was taken prisoner. The delay 

occasioned by this misfortune enabled the 
enemy to bring up a very superior body of 
cavalry, which was charged bv Major 
General Bock's and Major General Anson's 
brigades, near the Venta del Pozo, but 
unsuccessfully, and our rear-guard was 
hardly pressed. The enemy made their 
charges oh the two light battalions of the 
King's German Legion, formed in squares, 
but were always repulsed with consider- 
able loss by the steadiness of these two 
battalions. They suffered no loss, and I. 
cannot sufficiently applaud their conduct 
and that of Colonel Halkett who command- 
ed them. The exertions and conduct of 

Lieutenant General Sir S. Cotton, and of 
the officers and staff attached to him 
throughout this day, were highly merito- 
rious, and although the charge made by 
the cavalry was not successful, I had the 
satisfaction of observing great steadiness in 
their movements. Major Bull's troop of 
horse artillery, under Major Downman and - 
Captain Ramsay, distinguished themselves. 

The army continued its march on the 

24th, and took up its ground on the Car- 
rion, with its right at Duenas, and its left 
at Villa Muriel, and the 1st battalion 1st 

Guards joined us from Corunna. 1 

halted here on the 25th, and the enemy 
attacked our left at Villa Muriel. They 
were repulsed, howeVer, by the 5th di- 
vision of infantry, under the command of 
Major General Oswald, in the absence of 
Lieutenant ^eith on account of indisposi- 
tion. 1 had directed the third battalion 

of the Royals to march to Palencia, to pro- 
tect the destruction of the bridges over the 
Carrion at that place, but it appears that 
the enemy assembled in such force at thai 
point, that Lieutenant Colonel Campbell 
thou^t it necessary to retire upon Villa 
Muriel, and the enemy passed the Carrion 
at Palencia. This rendered it necessary to 
change our front, and I directed Major' 
General Oswald to throw back our left, 
and t(ie Spanish troops upon the heights, 
and to maintain the Carrion with the right 
of the fifth division. The bridge of Villa 
Muriel was destroyed ; but the enemy dis- 
covered a ford, and passed over aconsi* 
derable body of infantry and cavalry. I 
made Major General Pringle and Major 
General Barnes attack these troops under 
the orders of Major General Oswald; in 
which attack the Spanish troops co-ope- 
raied, and they were driven across the 
river with coQsideraJ^le less. The fire 
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upon the hft had hcen very severe through- 
out the day; from which we sufiered a 
great deal; and Major General Don Mi- 
guel Alava was unfortunately wounded 
whilst urging on the Spanish infantry in 
pursuit of the enemy. — r-l broke up this 
zoorning from the Carrion^ and marched 
upon Cabe9on del Gampo, where I have, 
aossed the Pisuerga. The enemy ap- 
pear to be moving in this direction from 
Duenas. 1 propose to halt here to-morrow. 
——P. S. I have the honour to enclose 
returns of the killed and wounded. 

Return of killed and woonded of the Army under 
the Command of His Excellency General the 
Marqnit of WelUngton, K. B. in t)ie Siege of 
the Castle of Burgos, from the llth to the 
17th of October, 1812. 
Royal British ArtiUerv. 5 rank and file killed ; 

7 rank and file woundecl. ^Royal Military Ar- 

tific^n. 1 rank and file woimded. ^Cold- 
stream Guards, 1st Batt. S rauk and file killed ; 

1 rank and fiie wounded. Sd Foot Guards,. 

list Batt. 3 rank and file kitted ; S rank and file 

wounded. ist Foot, Sd Batt. 1 lieutenant 

wounded. td Foot, or Queen's. XO rank 

and file wounded. 52d Foot, 1st Batt. 1 

rank and file killed ; 1 enngn, 2 seijeauU, 1 

rank and file wounded. S6th Foot, Ist B-Att. 

1 rank and file killed ; 2 rank and file wounded. 

12 Foot, ist Batt. 3 rank and fte woond- 

fid. 6Sd Foot, 2d Batt. 1 seijeant, 1 imnk 

and file wounded. ^58tb Foot, 2d Batt. 1 

rank and file killed ; 1 ensign wounded.— -60th 
Foot, 5th Batt. 2 rank and file kiHed ; 1 cank 

and file wounded. 6l8t Foot, 1st Batt. 1 { 

rank and file wounded. 79th Foot, Ibt Batt. 

1 rank and file killed -, \ rank and file wounded. 

1st Line Batt. King's German Legion. 2 

rank tfnd file killed ; 2 rank and file wounded. 

^2d Ditto, Ditto. Srank and filekiUedj 2 

rank and file wounded. 5th Ditto, Ditto. 1 

Serjeant, 1 rauk and file killed ; 3 rank and file 
wounded. 

Total British loss. 1 serjeant, 23 rank and 
file, killed ; l lieutenant, 2 enugus, 3 sttjeanU, 

39 rank and file wounded. Total Portuguese 

loss. 4 rank and file killed ; 1 captaiD^ 27 rank 
and file wounded. General Total. 1 ser- 
jeant, 27 rank and file killed; 1 captain, 1 
iieotenaat, 2 ensigBs, 3 seijeantSi e^ nuik and 
file wounded. 

(Signed) S. A. GOODMAN, D. A. A. O. 

Names qf Officers W<imML 
llth October, 1812. 
32 Foot. Ensign Quill, severely. 

16th October, 1812. 
1st Foot. — ^Lieutenant Rae, Acting Engineer, 

slightiy. 58th Foot. Ensign Baylie, slightly. 

Portuguese.— 15th October, laif. 
12th Regiment of the Line. Captain White^ 
•everely. 

(sTigned) S. A. GOODMAN, D. A. A. G. 

Return of Rilled, Wounded, and Missing of the 
Army under the Command of his Excellency 
General the Marquis of Wellington, R. B. In 
the Siege of the Castle of Burgos, firom the 18th 
to the 2 1 St October, 1812, inclusive. 
Royal Engineers. 1 rank and file killed; 1 

rank and file wounded,— —Royal British Artil- 



lery. 1 rank and file killtd; 2 nunk vnd fie 

wounded. Coldstream Guards, 1st Batt. 1 

captain, 1 ensign, 1 serjeant, 22 Tank and 61e, 
killed; 2 captams, 1 serjeant, 32 rank and file, 

wotmded. 3dFbet Gaanls,lstBatt. 8 rank 

and file killed; 2 lienteaants, 15-rank and fii^ 

wounded.^ llth Foot, 1st Batt. 1 rank aDd 

file killed; 1 seijeant, 4 rank and file, wounded^ 

24th Foot, 2d Batt 4 rank and file kfiled ; 

3raDk and file wvonded 42d Foot* 1st Batr. 

8 rank and file wonoded. ^53d Foot, 9d Batt. 

1 rank and file wounded. 58th Foot, 2d Batt. 

1 serjeant, 6 rank and file, killed ; 12 rank and 

file wounded; 2 rank and file misiing. fiOtb 

Foot, 6th Batt. 2 rank and file wounded- 

61st Foot, 1st Batt 2 rank and file voonded. 
79th Foot, 1st Batt 1 rank and file wound- 
ed. 1st Line Batt. Rtog's German Legion, t 

lieutenant, 1 serjeant,. 24 rank and file, killed; 

1 captain, 22 rank and file, wounded. td Ditto, 

Ditto. 1 miu^y < ^'^ ^'^ ^^» killed; % tteft- 

tenants, 7 rank and file, wounded. 5tli DittOy 

Ditto. 12 rank and file killed ; 1 captain, 1 lieo- 
tent, 7 rank and file, wounded. 

Total British loss. 1 n^jor, icaptak, 1 Bev* 
tenant, 1 ensign, 3 seijeants, 81 rank and fite« 
killed ; 4 1n ^pt wff ^ 5 lieutenant^ 2 aeneants» 119 
rank and file, wounded ; 2 rank and file miashw, 
^Total Portuguese loss. 8 rank and file killea; 

1 ensign, 2seijeant8, 41 rank and file, woonded ; 

2 raal mA file nuMyig. General TotO. i 

major, 1 captain, 1 Uenteoant, 1 enaijgii, Saari> 
jeants, 89 rank and file, killed ; 4 captains, 5 lien- 
tenants, 1 ensign, 4 Serjeants, 160 rank and file, 
wounded ; 4 rank and fUe misnng. 

(Signed) S. A. GOODMAN, Di A. A.G. 



Names oftheOJficersmaed and fFotrndetL. 

Ru.LEi>— 18th October. 
Coldstream Gaards. Captain Harvey. 

19 th October* 

Coldstream Guards. Ensign Burras. 1st 

line Batt.£ing^ Germaa L^on. LieatdHnt 

Botbmer. ^2dDitto,Ditto. M|^yorWa9Bh. 

Woonded— IStii October. 

3d Foot Guards. Lieutenants Holbon aai 

Rnox, severely. Coldstream Guards, istBatt 

Captain the Honourable W. G. Crofton, sBf^t^y; 
Captain the Honourable J. Wa^jole, sererdy. 

1st Une Batt Ring's GennaBL^M. Cs^ 

tam Laroche, daageraody. 2d Pitto^ Ditto. 

Lieutenants Uesse and Quade, severely. 5th 

Ditto, Ditto. Captam Backmeister, severely^ 
riffht arm amputated; Lieatenant ScUaegv^ 

" (SigDed)^ S.A.OOODMAN,.D.A.A.G-. 

Extract of a Dispatch from the Marfuis •/ 
fVellittgtdfnj dated Cabe^m^ OcUAtr ^ 
1812. 

Since I wrote to your Lordship upon tlit: 
26th, I have had an opportunity mf «en^ 
tlic ^enemy's whole army, as they placca 
themselves opposite to us, on theP^iopf 
yesterday. They are certainly in rtgj 
gneat stnngth. The army of Portufpil hm 
received a reinforcement of ten th o ntand 
men, inciuding cayaliy, kouk Fnam : wd 
1 have reason to behere tfait there arc mm 
divisions of kbmry mm wA dut viif » 
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htHonpng to tbe army of the north. The 
cavalry of the army of the north is certain- 
Jy with the army of Portugal, and they 
have at least five thousand g^ cavalry^ — 
No event of importance has occurred since 
I addressed your Lordship on the 26th. 
The enemy formed their army in the plain 
in our front yesterday. They have can- 
nonaded diSerent parts of our line without 
doing us any injnry, excepting that Lieute- 
nant-Colonel Robe, of the Royal Artillery, 
was wounded severely, but not dangerous- 
ly, yesterday. 

Xueda, Oeiober SI, 1812. 
The enemy crossed the Carrion on the 
26 th and 27th, and formed their army on 
ihe heights near Cijales, on the last of 
those days, opposite our position on the left 
of the Pisuerga, and their advanced guard 
about two miles in front of their main body, 

and half that distance from Cabe^on. 

On the 28th they extended their right, and 
endeavoured to force the bridges of Sinancas 
and Valladolid, the former of which was 
defended by Colonel Halkett, with his 
brigade of the 7th division, and the latter 
by Lieutenant General the Earl of Dal- 
bousie, with tbe remainder of the 7th divi- 
sion. At length Cobnel Halket, being 
bard pressed, blew up the bridge. He at 
the same time detached the Brunswick 
Oels' regtmentloTordesillas, towards which 
quarter tbe enemy detached troops on the 
evening of the 28th/ As soon as I found 
that this was the case, I thought it proper 
to break up from the Pisuerga and to cross 
ibe Douro, which object was efiected with- 
out difficulty on the 2dth instant, by tbe 

bridges of Puente Douro and Tudela. 

The bridge of Tordesillas was destroyed on 
the enemy's approach to that town, on the 
evening of the 28th, and I had sent orders 
to the regiment of Brunswick Oels to take 
post on its ruins, in such manner as to pre- 
vent the enemy from repairing the bridge. 
I had the mortification, however, of learn- 
ing, on the night of the 29th, that this re- 
giment had been obliged to abandon its 
post, and as I had seen the enemy's whole 
^nnj in march towards Tordesillas on that 
evening, it was obvious that no time was to 
be lost. I therefore marched the army at 
an early hour yesterday morning to their 
left, and posted the troops on the heights 
"Wwetn Rneda and Tordesilns, numedi- 
ately opposite, and near the bridge of 
Tordesillas. We found the bridge nearly 
>'cp«ured on aur arrival, but the enemy had 
made no attempt to pau it, and thegr have 



DOW no large assembly of troops in th^ 
neighbourhc^.— ^I learn that some of 
them marched last night towards Vallado- 
lid, and others towards Toro. 1 have 

received letters from Lieutenant ^General 

Sir Rowland Hill of the 29ih The 

Tagus was every where fordable, and the 
enemy had passed a small body of troops 

over at Fuente Duenas. Sir Rowland 

Hill had collected his troops on the Jaca- 
mah. He was likely to receive my orders 
to move upon Anvalo on the 29th. 

J^ueda, Xov.S, 1812. 
I cake the opportunity of the return of 
the messenger Myers toCorunna, to inform 
you that the army have continued in the 
position in which I placed them on the 30th 
of October ; and the enemy have made no 
attempt to pass the Douro. The bridge of 
Tordesillas is repaired, and they are em- 
ployed in the repair of that of Toro. Their 
troops are extended along die Douro, from 

the latter place to Valladolid. In the 

mean time, the troops undSl' Lieutenant^ 
General Sir Rowland Hill will arrive this 
day and to-morrow on the Adaja. The 
General received my orders to break up 
from his position on the Jacama on the 29th9 
and he intended to carry them mto execution 
on the morning of the 30th. He had in- 
tended to destroy the Puente Larga^ but the 
mine failed; and the enemy having col- 
lected a large body of troops between the 
bridge and Aranjuez, they immediately at- 
tacks! our post on the bridge, but were 
repulsed xvith considerable loss by the se- 
cond battalion of the 47th regiment, and a 
detachment of the 95th, uixler the com* 
mand of Colonel Skerret. I have not re- 
ceived the return of our loss upon this oc- 
casion, but I understand it is about forty 
men. No officer was touched. Lieute- 
nant-General Sir Rowland Hill mentions ih 
high terms the conduct of the troops. These 
circumstances delayed the march from the 
right of Lieutcnant-Geueral Sir Rowland 
Hill's positions till the evening of the SOth, 
and he has since continued it without being 

at all molested bjr the enemy. The 

building called La China, in the Retird, 
and all the guns, stores, &c., which that 
work contained, which bad not been car- 
ried away, .were destroyed before the 

troops were withdrawn from Madrid. '~, 

The Spanish divisions of Don Carlos d'£s. 
pana and Condede Penne Villeomr are 
with Lieateoant-Geucral Sir RowlaadHilL 
A small body of the enemy's tropps were 
at Yalde M«ro #a the Slsti and entered 
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Madrid at ten o'clock on the morning of 

the 1st instant. 1 have accounts from 

the North, stating that Longa has taken a 
convoy escorted hy three hundred men, 
near Victoria. 



^0 the Editor of the Morning Chronicle. 

Sir, 

It is hy no means my intention to enter 
into the controversy on the general state of 
iMir Currency, which has been feebly re- 
newed by some of yqur correspondents, in 
consequence ;of Mr. Monck's having ptib* 
lished the letter I addressed to all the Gen- 
tlemen concerned in issuing Local Tokens, 

whose diriections I could procure. After 

all that has passed, I really cannot now de- 
scend to argue with those who have still the 
folly to conceive that the Paper Currency 
of tills country is not depreciated. Nei- 
ther do I think it necessary to assign further 
reasons for maintaining, that pur lawful 
currency may be restored even in time of 
war, and that this measure would be at- 
tended with almost immediate beneficial ef- 
fects on the state of the exchange. These 
are propositions on which I believe no man 
can seriously entertain a doubt, who knows 
what took place during war in the year 
1696. For it is impossible to suppose that 
even the Chancellor of the Exchequer must 
not renounce all reliance upon his misquo- 
tations from Davenant, and acknowledge 
that at that time the exchange became fa- 
vourable long before the restoration of 
peace, when he reads the following extract 
from the Proclamation printed in the Ga- 
zette of the 28th of September, I696 : 

*' The Lords Commissioners of the Trea- 
** sury having likewise moved their Excel- 
<* lenciefi (at the desire of several Merchants 
*' who have considerable quantities of Gold 
<< Bullion, which they cannot export, by 
<* reason of ti^e present course of exchange, 
** without great loss), that liberty might be 
<* given to coin the said gold, they offer'mg 
<< to do it at their own charge. Their Ex- 
^' celleucies are pleased to approve thereof, 
<' and to order that the said Lords Com- 
« missioners do direct the Officers of the 
<' Mint to receive and coin any Gold Bul- 
*< lion that is brought to the Mint after the 
*< first day of October next, the Proprietors 
<* payii\g the charge of coinage. And 
<* their Excellencies were also pleased to 
** direct that this order should be publish- 
<* ed in the Gazette." 

(Signed) RiCB. Qolimge. 



Without at ail going into the discussion 
in which your Correspondents have boea 
recently engaged, I must observe, that nei« 
ther they nor any of the numerous advo- 
cates for the measures Government has pur- 
sued in relation to our currency, have hi- 
therto attempted to explain the benefits to 
be derived from the Legislature's interpos- 
ing to raise the current value of the bank- 
note to twenty shillings, when its real value 
is so much degraded. But, indeed, had 
the efibrt been made, it would have been 
fruitless* No country can derive beoefit 
from such' a project ; for, to use the lan- 
guage of the Parliament of Scotland centu- 
ries ago, the ** pennyworths must always 
♦* rise with the penny.'* 

The system which the Legislature has^ 
adopted most certainly deprives the stock- 
holder of a portion of what the Govern- 
ment had contracted to pay to him ; it en- 
riches the tenant at the expense of the land- 
lord ; and gives to the debtor an opportu^ 
nity of defrauding his creditors. But thi^ 
is not more repugnant to justice and policy 
than it is to the ancient practice of our Le- 
gislature. For when in the time of James 
III. of Scotland the denominative value of 
the money was raised, it w^ immediately 
by law provided, that debtors whaowre any 
debts or contracts made before, should pay 
to their creditors the same sums ivtsuhstcm^ 
as it was intended betwixt them before the 
measure took place, and that all contracts 
in future should be paid according to the 
agreements betwixt the partles.-l- 

The subject of our Paper Money is in it* 
self complicated : and whilst^ many have 
an interest in deceiving, a still greater num- 
ber have an interest in being deceived, ic is 
not, therefore, surprising, that the present 
departiu^ from what seems to have bees 
the ancient wise policy of our Legtslatore, 
should meet with applause. 

But the question concerning the propriety 
of prohibiting the circulation of those Local 
Tokens, to which this paper system has 
given ri^e, is in itself more simple. And 
the object of my now addressing you is, to 
return my thanks to the numerous Issuers 
of Tokens who have honoured me with re* 
plies to the queries I thought it my 4uty to 
circulate, for they have put me in posses- 
sion of a case, which makes it so dev. 



^ See Preamble to Ch. S4th of tiie 4tk J 

ra. 

t SeeCh. lOtliySdofJsmetllL— SeealsoCh. 
69tii,9thofJ«m««m. 
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^hat every description of the community are 
deeply interested in the repeal of the Act of 
last Session of Parliament, that it is impos- 
sible to suppose any delusion can prevail on 
this branch of the subject. 

From the information I have thus ob- 
tained, I can now with confidence assert, — 

1st. That if this Act is not repealed^ 
more than six times the value in Tokens 
that His Majesty has coined of silver money 
during his reign, must in March next be 
withdrawn from circulation. 

2dly. That the real value of those Tokens 
is greater in proportion to their nominal 
value than that of the shillings and six- 
pences which are now current ; and that of 
course the coin that is to be withdrawn af- 
fords a better security to the holder than 
the coin that it is intended should Circulate. 

Sdly. That the Bank's Tokens can afford 
comparatively no resource — few of them re- 
main in any part of the country where they 
have been issued ; and what is called the 
rise in the value of silver, must soon banish 
the whole from circulation. Besides, it 
was from the fir^t impossible to obtain from 
the Bank the necessary quantity, and recent- 
ly so many counterfeits have appeared, that 
people at a distance have been unwilling to 
accept them. 

^ 4thly. HiatnotwithUandingthequantitv 
of Local Tokens in circulation, there is sucn 
a deficiency of silver money, that 5, and 
even 10 per cent, is given to get silver for 
a note; and that in many places change 
caimot be obtained without five or ten shil- 
lings of copper money is accepted. Nay, 
such is the difficulty of getting small mo- 
ney, even with the aid of Local Tokens, 
that there are instances of Tax-gatherers, 
who have illegally circulated silver notes to 
facilitate the collection of the revenue. 

5thly. That before the Local Tokens be- 
gan to be circulated, paper notes, though 
In violation of the law, were becoming 
^QHomony and that master manufacturers in 
many instances commenced the practice of 
paying their workmen with paper tickets, 
and e$tablishing a shop in the neighbour- 
l^Md, to give commodities in exchange for 
them. A practice still unfortunately pre- 
' valent, which has the mischievoas conse- 
quences of subjecting the poor workmen to 
^ pay a monopoly price for every article they 
consume. 

fithly. That if measures are not adopted 
^ enabfe us to revert to the use of the zn* 
C'ent lawful currency of these realms, and 
^^ the law continues to prohibit silver notes, 
^ well as to iniiict penalties on the circula- 



tion of Local Tokens, there can,' after the 
month of March next, be no adequate 
ineans of making small payments, which 
musi involve the country in difficulties hi* 
therto unexperienced. 

'With the knowledge of these facts, ic 
would be natural to conclude, that the law 
must be altered, and that the Act of last 
Session must be repealed. For it cannot 
be supposed that there exists a man, who, 
after having foolishly carried away the 
masts of his vessel, would persevere in 
prohibiting the crew from erecting jury- 
masts, and allow the ship to remain an un« 
manageable hulk on the water. Yet his 
folly would be trifling in comparison of that 
of a Governments who having rendered the 
circulation oflawful coin impossible, should 
prohibit the subject from resorting to any 
other means of conducting the necessary exr 
changes of commodities. 

Indeed, under any other circumstances 
than those in which we are placed, I should 
think the inference that the law must be al- 
tered, certain. But when I recollect that 
the American War, under which our com- 
merce is now sufifering, is to be ascribed to 
the obstinate perseverance of Ministers in ' 
the Orders of Council — and that their too 
tardy conviction of the mischiefs attending 
that unfortunate measure, was at last only 
extorted by the overwhelming multiplicity 
of the witnesses who appeared before Par- 
liament, I feel it a further duty thus openly 
to solicit additional information from those 
who are anxious to avert the evil with 
which the law threatens us, and who have 
as yet delayed honouring me with a reply* 

LAUDERDALE. 
Dnnbar-lioiise, 
Dunbar, Nov. S, 1819. 



OFFICIAL PAPERS. 

Report of Ihe Military Commission sitting 
at jniris, — f Continued from page 670.y 

above-named, in conformity with the Ar- 
ticles 87 and 88 of the Penal Codeof 1810. 

The Military Commission discharged 

and acquitted, 1st, unanimously, the 
Sieurs Gomont, called St. Charles, Sub« 
lieutenant ; Joachim Alexandre Lebis and 
Amable Aime, Provost Lieutenants ; Jeaa 
Charles Francois Godard, Captain; Jo* 
seph Antoine Viallevielhe, Jean Henri Ca- 
ron, Pierre Charles Limozin, Adjutants, 
sub- officers ; Jean Joseph Julien and Jeaa 
BaptisU Caiimitte, Sergeants-mayor, of tho 
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crime of being accomplices, of which they 
were accused : 2d, by a majority of four 
to three, the Sieur George Rouff, Captain, 
of the crime of being an accomplice, of 
which he was accused, conformably to the 

law of the ISth Brumaire, year 5. The 

Military Commission ordered that the ac> 
quitted above-named should be placed at 
Che disposal of His Excellency the Minister 

of War. Enjoined the Judge Reporter 

lo read the present judgment to the con- 
demned and the acquitted, and to cause it 
to be executed in all its extent within 24 
hours. Done at the public and perma- 
nent Sitting at Paris, the 29th of the said 
month of October, as above. 

(Signed) The Members of the 
Commission. 

This judgment was yesterday affixed in 
Paris. At three in the afternoon twelve 
of the condemned suffered their sentence at 
the Plaine de Crenelle* Rabbe and Ra- 
leau have received a respite, 

Paris^ Oct. 31 .^The mad attempt made 
by a few brigands to disturb the public 
tranquillity, and to substitute the horrors 
of anarchy to legitimate authority, has 
justly excited the indignation of all good 
citiiens. The unshaken fidelity to their 
Sovereign, of which every class of people 
has given an honourable proof on this oc- 
casion, may suffice to convince the traitors, 
if it were possible that any yet existed, 
ihat a Government founded on wise laws, 
on the love and on the interests of the citi- 
zens, rests on an unshaken basis. A 

long and fatal experience has opened our 
eyes too well to allow us to become the 
dupes of a few wretches, who, shaken off 
by society on account of their criminal con- 
duct, and having nothing to lose, are bent 
only on disorder, and regret those disas- 
trous times when virtue, talents, and opu- 
lence, were titles of proscription; when 
the most sacred laws of humanity were 
violated with impunity, and when violence 
aad corruption degraded even the depo- 
sitories of authority. Where is the pro- 
prietor, wheVe is the father of a family who 
does not return thanks to heaven for having 
placed on the Imperial Throne the August 
Monarch whose tutelacy power secures to 
every Frenchman his rights and his pro- 
perty, who animates with his genius every 
part of the Government, recompenses zeal, 
represses injustice, and punishes public 
and individual crimes ? If every indi- 
vidual, of whatever class or profession, 



wishes to exert his indastl7 t?ith securky, 
to profess the religion of hb fathers with 
freedom, and to enjoy in peace his iohe* 
ritance, or the property which be owes to 
hisk labour ; if he no longer fears lest Bri- 
gands Should deprive him of the means of 
maintaining his family, and reduce him to 
wretchedness, to whom does he owe so 
many precious advantages, but to the pro* 
tecting Government, which every where 
maintains law and order ? This truth is 
now felt by every Frenchman. These re- 
flections burst from every heart, when, 
loaded with the public execration, the 
traitors and their adherents underwent the 
just pimishment of their criminal aiiempts. 
Every man, withdrawing within himself^ 
saw in each conspirator not only an enem^ 
of the laws, but also a private enemy* 
The honourable sien with which several of 
them were invested still added to the indig* 
nation. Ingratitude added to treachery 
rendered it still more odious. We have 
never seen, under any circumstances, more 
harmony in the public opinion, and a 
greater unanimity of sentiment. We in- 
sist on this point, because it does honour 
to the character of the inhabilauts of PvriSy 
and proves that they know their true in- 
terests, which cannot be separated from 
respect for the laws, and love for the 

Sovereign. While His Majesty the 

Emperor shares the fatigues of his brave 
legions, while every one of his movemtnis 
is a triumph, and he is consolidating in the 
North the glory and happiness of France, 
and the repose of the Continent ; while his 
warlike labours in the most healthy dinoate 
of Europe only contribute to fortify his 
health, this opportunity is taken to dis- 
seminate the report of his death, as if every 
Frenchman had not sworn fidelity to the 
Imperial dynasty ; as if the Constitutions 
of the State had not sectired the order of 

succession to the Throne. Does not 

every one of us tell our children *^ we have 
been plunged in the misfortunes of a revo- 
lution, which dissolved all the ties which 
attach man to his country and his fellows. 
We durst not calculate the tenminatioa of 
the public calamity aad of private mbibv- 
tunes, when a hero, elevated by viaory 
and his genius above other men, repaired 
all our evils, re-assembled the scattered 
wrecks of our social institutions, and united 
us under a pateriial Government, iomiu- 
tably established and fixed by the national 
will. You will be more happy than we 
have been. He will leave you heirs of his 
grandeur and his geaiui. It is oq this ia- 
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fant Kingi bora for tlie happiness of French- 
meoi that our hopes and your future feli- 
4:lty are founded. He is the pledge of the 
natkaal prosperity and your repose. The 
oaths which vre have taken to bis august 
father are also the heritage of his son. In 
passing from the one to the other they do 
not chaige their nature, and bind us 
equally to both of them. Let this truth 
be always present to the eyes of every 
Frenchman, and we need no longer fear 
the plots of the wicked, nor the convul- 
sions which afiBict the nations abandoned 
by the wrath of Heaven to anarchy. 



What gives a distinct character to the last 
attempt against public order, is, that from 
the first moment of its execution, tlie im- 
possibility of success, and thfr atrocity of 
the crime, struck every mind, and even 
the accomplices themselves. Such also was 
the rapid march of authority, that in less 
than two hours every one of the criminals 
were seised and chained. Nothing can be 
a stronger proof of the wisdom of the in- 
stitution destined to protea the citizens ; 
nothing can contribute more to quiet them 
than this developement of force, which put 
a stop, even in the moment of execution, 
to crimes the most difficult to foresee. 
— — May the act of justice exercised against 
these traitors teach every man tliat the 
times of disorder are for ever past, and 
that no one can withdraw with impiuiity 
from the fidelity which he has sworn to 

his Sovereign and his august dynasty. 

We leara from Vienna, that His Highness 
Field-Marshal the Prince of Schwartzen- 
bcTjg has again beaten General Tormazow, 
taken a great number of prisoners » and ten 

cannon. The Empress visited yesterday 

the Napoleon Museum. Her Majesty re- 
turned at three o'clock to the Palace of 

Saint Cloud. It was by orders of His 

Excellency the Grand Judge that the ex- 
ecution of the Military Commission, sitting 
at Paris, was suspended, with respect to 
Rabbe and Ratian, under condemnation. 

Paris J ^fov. 1. 
Miiiisier 0/ War.'-^Army of Arragon. 

Extract of a Letter addressed to His Excel- 
lency the Duke de Feltre^ Minister of 
War^ by the Marshal Duke d! Albufera. 

ralera^ia^ Oct, 17.— In the night between 
the 4th and 5th instant the English General 
Donkin, Quarter Master General of the 
Anglo-Spanish Army, disembarked near 
the heights of St. Nicholas, before Denia, 
with the 81st Regiment of the Ime, some 



guimers and other troops, to the amount 
of from 1,000 to 1,200 men, and two 
pieces of c^mnon; two 74-gun ships, a 
brig of war, and seven^l gun boats and 
small vessels protected the disembarkation 
without gun-shot to the fort. These troops 
formed behind a ravine, established a bat- 
tery, and towards morning marched in co- 
lumns upon Denia, driving in the advanced 
posts, who slowly retired, disputing the 

ground. The Chief of the artillery bat* 

talion, Bonafoux, Superior Commandant 
of Denia, had from break of day discovered 
the enemy, and made with his garfison 
dispositioiis of defence, composed of t|ie 

117th Regiment. The English General 

summoned it. The Commandant Bonafonx 
coolly replied, that he waited the eflfect of 
his threats. At the same time with his- 
handful of brave men he resolved to march 
upon the enemy, prbfitmg by the arrival 
of the Captain of the 117th voliigeurs, 
Faubert, who on the report of the fire ran 
with bis company ; he marched it on the 
left of enemy to turn it, and with the re- 
mainder attacked them in front. Thii 

double movement made the enemy recede, 
who precipitately embarked their cannon, 
and approached the shore, ordering their 
boats to approach the land. We pursued 
them with so much vigour, that they left 
4 killed and 18 wound^ upon the heights 
of St. Nicolas, and ran in crowds into the 
water, in order to escape more quickly 
under the protection of the fire of their 
vessels, and of the grenadiers of the 8lsc, 
who formed upon the beach in order to ar* 
rest us 9 but the French precipitated them-^ 
selves upon them with so much vigour that 
they overthrew them, and caused them a 
considerable loss before they could re em* 
bark. The enemy had in all 30 killed and 
nearly 80 wounded. On our side we had 
one killed and 15 wounded. Informed of 
this attack of the English^ I ordered the 
General of Division, Hubert, to march the 
necessary troops thither, who found nothing 
to combat, and in the mean while charg^ 
General Harispe, to annoy and recoimoitre 
the enemy to the walls of Alicant. This 
movement was executed on the 8th of Oc- 
tober, by the light cavalry brigade, the 
artillery, Mesclop's brigade, Robert's di- 
vision, and the Cuirassiers from Rovaldi 
and Monforte, near St. Victote. Insight 
of the place and Anglo-Espanola Anpy, 
General Harispe exeoited several moye- 
ments to draw the enemy from their posi- 
tion, in order to fight them. The soldiers 
fTo be continued. J 
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IM order that my eoM*^"* ■"* "'J*' I?S 

Wrid m.y »ot be d«««!f?V W'mMEW 
ODon this sobject, I, WIUJAM COBBBIl, 
T^BaOev to Hwnp»hire, .pot upon record 
Ae fo& fccSfrWU: that. «« the 24th 
Jh^eT imthe /oUowing article wa. pj*- 
IMhei iTa London newspaper, «^ ^ 
Cfl^Biw:— -« lb* Mutiny amongst ^ LO- 

«.^^* jnppre-ed on 3*Sf*£ '^ *J 

«KgION cavalry from Boiy, imd«rtte 
« J^Mmmd of Genera! Anckland. Five of the 
« SSm. were tried by a Conrt-Martial, and 

« !^ni£ment they receited on W<^"^?y. "f 
« \ part was remitted. A tkomstf^Ou^ Imup- 
« Mcfc* was the grtwnd of the eomplamt that ex- 
«dS this mntinoas spirit, whidi owasioned 
« the men to surround their officers, M^e™™ 
«« what they deenjed their arrean. The ftrst 
« JwSon!rfthe Genn«nLe»ion haltedyesterday 
« at Newmariiet on their return » Bnjy. -T 
Tbat, en the 1st July, 1809, I pnbhAed, m *e 
stattk^ Re«i»u>T, "« »rt»e'e c*n»»™6. '» ** 
r!5SStUrS,lbese proceedings; that, for so 
Sl^Ke Attorney Oieral prosecuted, «s sedi- 

ne and also my printer, my publisher, and oac 
?nh^Sf^pia r^^^^ Political Regwter; 

Sat I Wi brought to trial ou the 16th Jnne, 
^to and was, by a Special Jury, that ii to say, 
i5'?J menolTtW 48 av'i^nted by tht faster of 
A« 0»^ Oftc6, found goilly; that, on l^ 
t^O^Te«!^^^^, I Wi coEipeMed to gi.e 
baU for my appearance to receive jndgment ; 
iSd tot, i r cSie np from Botley (to which 
niace I had rctnmed to my ftimily and nay farm 
STtSe evening of the 15thX a TIpataif went 
down from London in order to seise me, peiw 
aoiSyVSat, on the 9th of July, 1810, I, toge- 
AeTwith my printer, publisher, and the news- 
S^ were brought into the Court of King's 
B^h to recehrTjudiment; that .the Jttiree 
ibrmer were sentenced to be imprisoned for 
aome months in the King's Benc^ prison ; that I 
vm sentenced to be imprisoned for two years in 
Neweate, the great receptacle for malcfhctora, 
and the front of which is the scene of nomeroos 
Kannnp in the course of eveiy year; that the 
oartofttie prison In which I was sentenced to be 
^fined is sometimes inhabited by felons, that 
felons were actually in it at the time I entered 
it- ttiatoneraanwastakenoutofittobetrans- 
norted in about 48 hours after I was pot into the 
Mne yard with hhn; and that it is the place of 
confinement for men guilty of unnatural crimes, 
of whom there are four in it at this time ; that, 
'besides this imprisonment, I was sentenced to 
pay a thoiMand ponnds TO THE KINa and to 
me s<cu4t^ tor my good behavipnr ior seven 
yearsy myself in tlie sum of 3,000 pounds, and 



[TO* 

two unreties in the sum of 1,000 pounds eacb ; 
that the whole of this sentenctfas been execntco 
upon me, that I have been i*pn*»?«L^t^ 
years, have paid the tbowand iHwnda TO THE 
KING, and hai« given the bail^ Timothy Brawi^ 
and Peter Walker, Esqrs. bern^ my o^lfj^a 
that the Attorney Gcnertl was Sir Vieary Gfbl»» 
the Jnd^who aat at the trial Lord KI!e«boroii«|i» 
tbe four Judges who sat atpasdnjf aenteocelMao. 

. ^ » —, — J n^:L.^. ^ip^ n^ggi 



borough, Grose, Lef lane, todjU 
the juroFs were, Thomas Rhp«l» 



Road, John Davis of Southampton Place, 
BIKs of Tottenham Court Road, J^ R L_ 
of Bayswater, Thomas Manham of BsKer tevec, 
Robert Heathcote of High Street MaiylehcM, 
John Maud of York Place Marylehan^ Oewge 
Bagster of Church Terrace l^ttcra^ '*5??* 
Taylor of Red Uon Square, D^rid Doaaeior St. 
John Street, WiUiam Palmer of Oppsr Street 
Islington, Henry F^vre of PaU MaU, tha^ A* 
Prime Ministers during the time were SpcMW 
Perceval, until he was shot by John Btiftagham, 
and after that Robert B. JeiAunsoa, Bol of Ia- 
verpool ; that the prosecntioii and sentence toUi 

Slace in the reign of Kin^ George the Thir d, mftd 
lat, he having become insane dorinc ray ioofiv 
sonnient, the 1,000 pounds was paid to bb son, 
the Prince Regent, in hisbdialf; that, dnrin gmy 
imprisonment, I vrrote and publiriiod 364 Ei W^ 
and Lettei* upon political subfecif; that, 4«ri«f 
the same time, I was visited 1^ persons from 1ST 
cities and towns, mauv of ibcm as a aori ofdcpm^ 
ties from Sooietles or'Ohibs; that, at the ex|^r». 
6oa of aiy impriaament^ on them of Jt%, i«tf; 
a great dmner was ^tee in London for tkie per- 
pose of receivmg me, at which dinner upwards ef 
600 persons were present, . and at whidi Sir 
FrancbBurdett presided ; that dinners and other 
parties were held on the same occasion in many 
other places in Endand -, that, on my w*^ honf, 
I was received at Alton, the first town.us Hemp- 
shire, with the ringing of the Church bA; that 
a respectable company met me and gave me a 
dinner at Winchester; that I was drawn frae 
more than the distance of a mile into Botley by 
the people ; that, upon my arrival in the vilfaiga> 
I found an the people assembled to receive me j 
that I condnded the day by expleintog to Aea 
the cause of my imprisonment, and by ginaf 
them clear notions respectmg the 6o^n||OC<lt 
Local Militia-men at Ely, and respecting the esi- 
ployment of German Troops ; and, fina%, whkh 
IS more than a competisatioii for my JoasesgntalJ 
my si^rinos, I am in perfect health and stieaigth, 
and, thoniih I must, for the sake of six t hfl div , 
feel the diminution that bn been made ha. my 
property (thinking it rig^ ia me to dediee the 
ofierof a sabscriptioD), I have the coBSQ htvm te 
see grovring up tfiree sous, upon wtioae hearta, 1 
trust, aU these fects wUl be «™y ^^^j^^. 
B«ftey, July d3,mt. 



Pabhshed by R. BAGSHAW, Brydges^treet, CoventGaidee. 
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SUMMARY OF POLITICS^ 

Rcoint's Speech. — ~Ou the 30th of 
November the new Parliaaaent, which bad 
before met for the purposes of swearing in 
Members, cboosmg a Sp«iker, &c. had its 
proo^ednigs opened b^ the Regsnt, who de- 
Kvered to it a Speech, upon which I prof- 
pose 10 offer some remarks. ■ ■■ It was diffi- 
Cttit to foresee what this Speech would coh- 
tain ; -^hat hopes it would hold ont to the 
nation; and yet, we find the hngnage of 
the Regent ad cheerful as ever was the lan- 
guage of his father, even in those only 
prosp^ous years of hb reign, while Eng- 
land had a commercial treaty with France. 
« This Speech I Aall, of course, consi- 
der as . the Speech of the AHnisttrSy and 
shall make no scruple in freely delivering 
my opiniob upon it, insertfng the several 
parts of it as 1 proceed. , 

" My Lerds and Gentlemen j 

'Mt is with the deepest concern that I 
<< am obliged to announce to you, at the 
'' opening' of the present Parliament, the 
't continuance oJf the lamented indisposition 
*< of His M^esty, and the diminution of the 
'/ hopes I have most anxiously entertained 

" of His Majesty's recovery. ^Thc siiua-; 

'* Hon of public affair^ has induced m^ to 
[^ take the earliest opportunity of meeting 

'* you after the late elections. 1 am per- 

*^ suaded you will participate in Ike sails- 
^^ fad ion J feel at the improvement of our 
'* prospects during the year. The zeal and 
" mtrepidiiy displayed by the forces of 
" His Majesty and of bis Allies in the Pe- 
" ninsula, on so many occasions, and the 
" consuinraate skill and judgment with 
<* which the operations have beep conducted 
*' by the Marquis of Wellington, have led 
<Mo consequences^ of the utmost import' 
** once to the common cause In that quar- 

In this onset of the Speech there appears 
to be an incongruity ; for who would not 
have supposed that it was some diffiqilty in 
thecirouffistances of the. country ..that had 
induced the Prince to call the Partiament 
together at so early a pedod ? On .the coa? 



trairy, we here see, that the Prince has no^ ^ 
thing' but his satisfaction to express upon - 
the situation of afif^rs, and that, really," 
does notseera to form any very good ground^ 
for 2t rather hasty meeting of the Parlia- ' 
naent. However, we shall by and by see 
something which may better account for the 
measure. 

** By transferring the, war Into th^ in-. 
*' terior, and by the gloripus victory of 
** Salamanca, the enemy has been com- 
'* pelled to raise the siege of Cadiz, and the^ ' 
.*' Southern provinces of Spain have beei^ 
'* delivered Jrom the arms oj France; ^i^^, 
** though 1 cannot but regret that ihc; 
** etforts of the enemy have rendered it ne-- 
" cessary to withdraw from tlie siege o(! 
** Burgos, and evacuate Madrid. These 
** eflprts, nVertbeless, iiave been attended' 
** with important sacrifices on tAair/jart^ 
** which must materially contribute to/x*. 
" tend the resources and/acilitate the exer^^ 

" tions of tlu Spanish J^cU'ton^ 1 anv 

" confident I may rely on your affording^ 
** every as^sislance in suppbrt of the grca^ 
** contest which has first given to the Con^.. 
'* tincnt of Europe the example of perscvcr-j 
" ingand successful resistance "to the povver 
\^ of France, and on which not only, the: 
** independence oflh Jialions of the Flenin^ 
" suhy but the' best interests of His Ma* 
^' jesty's dominions essentially depend." 

So far am I frotn believing that any ad^' 
vantages have been gained in the Peninsula, 
that I am pretty certain that the cause o^ 
England in those countries has^ during the^ 
last year, lost ground. It is true, that, b/ 
the valour of our conntrymen, victories 
have been gained, and glorious victories 
they were,' because they were gained ovcf 
valiant armies, commanded by skilful and 
i>rave CeneraU. It is true, ihat^ our arpay 
has penetrated into the heart of Sipain, and 
that it even took possession of th& Capital ; 
but, it is not less' true, that our army has 
subsequently been compelled to retreat; 
th^ it ba!^ been driven, not only out of thf 
€a^ftttl'of Spain, but a great distance bad^ 
wards towards Portugal. Now, I aov of 
opinion^ that thexause has sufiered by th^s; 

• z • 
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and I am penaaded, that, with the excq>- 
tion of the Prince Regent and ht9 Ministers,, 
there i»> scarcely any mie who will not agree 
with inei that, unless we could have kept 
Madrid, it would have heen better not to 
take it. Who has not observed, in almost 
every week of his life, that to succeed in a 
small degree, and to be able to hold your 
ground, is far preferable to succeeding to a 
very great extent, if you are compelled to 
abanckm any considerable portion of what 
you have obtained. The man who is gain- 
ing a fortune is in better heart, and is look- 
ed upon as being more prosperous, when 
he has secured the first thousand pounds, 
than he would be if he iiad gained a 
hundred thousand and lost fifty of it; 
and there can be little doubt, that the peo- 
ple of Spain have, at thb moment, less 
nope of final success from the efforts of 
Lord Wellington, than they had before he 
moved forward from the walls of the city 
<rf Rodrigo. They now see, and, of 
course, they will now say, that though va 
lour may put him in possession of a part of 
Spain, he has not, and we are not able to 
give him, a sufficient fbrce to maintain that 
possession. In answer to all those who 
shall tell them that the English army will 
•come to their assistance, it will always be 
said, the English army has already been 
ence in possession of Madrid* There is no- 
thing that so strongly tends to the produc- 
inff of despair, as disappointed hope. 
V^ien the unforttmate TacNCK, shut up in 
a dimgeon, and bound in chains, by order 
of the despot of Prussia, the dominions of 
whose successors have since been subdued 
by the French ; when the unfortunate 
l^ENCK was^endeavotiHng, by almost more 
than mortll efforts, to extricate himself 
£pom his chains and his dimgeon, and when 
there was only one door standing between 
bim and liberty, and, perhaps, between 
bim and what in such a case was still 
sweeter than liberty, revenge; when, in 
"that moment of most lively hope, the knife, 
vith. which he was working his way 
through, snapped asunder, he, with the 
remaining stump, endeavoured to destroy 
his own life, though he was a man of^ per* 
baps, as much fortitude as ever man pos- 
le^^. If the knife had snapped at the be- 
ginning of his efibrts ; if it had snapped at 
the firs^door that he had to work through, 
no such desperate efiect would have been 
iroduced upon his mind ; and I think that 
we set at defiance the dictates of reason^ if 
we do not conclude, that our friends in 
Spain will be much more likdy to despair 



now than they would have been if Ijord 
Wellington bad been driven back from Ro- 
drigo.— The Regent has beeo idviacrf 
to tell us that the Southern Proviooes ol 
Spain have been delivered from the arms of 
France. To deliver means, generally, t» 
set fre€ from ; but, it ineans birther, tldk 
the party delivered is placed beyond dan- 
ger of being again placed in thraldom fi»r 
the same cause. It, therefore, appears Cd 
me, that this phrase is not a proper one. 
The Southern Provinces of Spain have, in- 
deed, been evacuated by the Frencb for tbe 
moment, but they have not been delfveriiNl 
from the arms of France, imder which 
arms they may fall in a month or two; 

and, perhaps, have already fallen. The 

Prince, in speaking of the sacrifitces whick 
tbe French have been obliged to make» 
should not, it appears to me, haveoautted 
to express some senthnent or other respect- 
iiM^ our sacrifices during the campaign* 
The French official report, after a pretty 
ample detail of the several actions which 
tookiplace from the time that Lord Wel- 
lington bq;an to retreat, says, that we lost 
seven thoiuand men in those actions. The 
Courier news-paper says, that this is an ex* 
aggeration. It may be so ; bnt I ttask 
that there can be no doubt at aA of o«r 
loss having been very con^derable ; to a 
much greater extent, at any rate, than we 
can immediately supply the place of by 
troops sent from home. Of this fact tbe 
Spaniards are well aware. 



they are 
aware also of the circumstance of Nwoleon 
being now engaged in a vrar in tbelforth 
of Europe. If, they will say^ the English 
arc unable to keep Madrid now^ how are 
we to hope, that they will be able to expel 
the French from Spam when die French 
army shall, from whatever cause, have 
returned from the North? This i% the 
question which all our adherents in Spata 
will put to themselves ; and I should lib 
to hear what answer could be given to it 
In short, every view that I take of the mat- 
ter, terminates in the conclusion, that our 
cause in Spain and Portugal is more despe- 
rate now than it was a twelvemonth ago. 

The Soeech talks of the resources and 

exertions of the Spanish nation^ seeminf 
to take it for granted, that all the people <S 
Spain; that, .not only the armies ratol 
amongst the Spaniards^ and armed and 
commanded by the government at Cadis ; 
that not only all th^ are on our side, hot 
that the whole of Ike people «re also oq oar 

side, and tha^ they abhor the Foeodu > 

Reader; ^^most thmkiag" reader! Ih 
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yoaluuwv, dial Am ire ekvcn millioiu 
of ibeie people ?• And 46 you consider, 
ikac out ot eleven miUioiis, there ought to 
be about two^ Bullions of men capable of 
bearnigarms? Do you consider, besides, 
that the French, even at this time, are re- 
pnsentcd as having only about a hundred 
thousand men in Spai^i? And do you not 
wonder, then ; do you not marvel ; do you 
not think it passing strange, that these hun- 
deed thousand Frenchmen are able to keep 
peesessioQ of the greater part of Spain, in 
spitt of two millions of men able to bear 
arms, who hold them in abhorrence, and 
•who are encouraged and abetted by all those 
who are not capable of bearing arms ; are 
yon not wonder-stricken, that these hun- 
dred thousand Frenehmen, having opposed 
to them a population of eleven millions, 
-wkb a prodigiously large Spanish army, 
together with all the forces that we are able 
to send, not excepting the King's German 
L^ion, arc you not posed and puzzled be- 
yond description, to- find out the reason, 
ti^t these hundped thousand Frenchmen, 
with all. these force* opposed to them, have 
not beeo inade into crow's meat long enough 

agp? ** Most thinking" reader, do not 

puzzle yourself, do not .pose yourself any 
longer about the matter ; but say with me, 
that, there never was, in this world, a na- 
tion of eleven millions of pecple that suf- 
itnd the army of any enemy, however nu- 
SBcrous, to remain for four years in the 
country, if that nation were heartily dis- 
posed to drive them out. Beihg of this 

opinion, I see with no pleasure that part of 
the Speech which too clearly pomts at fur- 
ther and larger demands upon us for the 
carrying on ot the war in Spain. I was in 
hopes, that the Speech would have inform- 
td us of intentions on the part of the Regent 
seriously to set about the work of Aace^ 
ibr which the present circumstatices, though 
less fav«Durable than when Napoleon last 
tendered the olive branchy are by no means 
tuifavourable. We are told that he is in 
imminent danger in the North; thafheis 
in a state of great peril ) and, indeed, the 
Regent himself has been advised to tell us^ 
that the enemy'^ prestm^taous expectations 
have been signitify iHst^poiniid in Russia. 
This, then, seems to me to be^he moment 
Ibr proposmg Peace, that is to say, if Peace 
it ever again to be proposed. But instead 
of this being' the ease ; instead of telling us 
of i^ndeavours to convert our own victories 
'and the efforts of Russia into the means of 
procuring us some liule abatement of our 
burdens; we are toM of fi^ assistaQce 



wanted from us, and for vrhat? Why, 
for no definite object ; not for the obtaining 
of Peace ; not in defence of any Kq|M^ 
territory atucked ; not in support of an 
English right called in question; but in 
support of the QR£AT CONTEST! 
And what is this great contest ? Why, we 
are told, that it is the contest, *^ which has 
'* first given to the Continent of Europe 
^'^ the example of persevering and succesS- 
^' ful resistance to the power of France, 
'' and on which not only the independence 
'^ of the nations of the Peninsula, but the 
'* best interest of His Majesty's doroinidtts 
" essentially depend." This is all mat- 
ter of opinion, as far as relates to the best 
interests of His Majesty's dominions ; and 
my opinion is, that those interests would 
be much better served by a Peace, in which 
Spain should be left in the hands of the 
Buonapanes, as it formerly was in the 
hands of the Bourbons, than by any exer- 
tions that we are able to make for eiSecting 
that which we are pleased to call the de- 
liverance of Spain. And, as to the " ex- 
" ample J*' The example ! The example, 
which Spain has set to the Continent of 
Europe, what, to come to plain facts, b 
that example? Why, it is this, the ex- 
ample of eleven millions of people sufiering 
a French army to remain in possession of i 
their Country for four years ; seeing them 
in possession of the Capital of their Coun- 
try at this moment, and of four-fifths of its 
Provinces ; though that eleven millions of 
people have been supplied from England 
with arms and ammunition sufficient for the 
equipping and providing of an army of six 
thousand men ; though that eleven millions 
of peojple have constantly had the assist- 
ance of a powerful English fleet, and of ail 
English army, censistinc of, perhaps, sixty 
thousand men ; this is the example^ which 
the contest in the Peninsula presents to the 
Continent of Europe ! This is the example 
of *^ successful resisiancA to the power of 
** France," in consequence of which suc- 
cess, and for the sake of giving effect to 
which example^ His Royal Highness the 
Regent calls upon the Parliament for assist- 
ance in support of the GREAT CONTEST 
out of which this precious example has 
arisen !— ^-^The Speech then goes on, ac- 
cording to the report of it that has appeared 
in the news-paners, to speak of the affairs 
of Sweden and Russia in the following 
terms: 

^^ I have great pleasure in communicat- 
•* ing to you, that the relations of peace 
" 9m. friendtihip have been restored be- 
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♦* iwccn His Majesty and the Courts of St. 

*' Petersburgh and Stockholm. 1 have 

" directed copies of the Treaties to be laid 

" before you. In a contest for his own 

*' rights and for the independence of his 
*< dominions, the Emperor of Russia has 
** had to oppose a large proportion of the 
** military resources of the French Govern- 
♦* ment, assisted by its Allies and tributary 
** States dependent upon it. The resistance 
** which he has opposed to so formidable a 
" combination cannot fail to excite senli- 
** ments oj tasting admiration^ By his 
** own magnaniinity and perseverance, by 
*< the zeal and disinterestedness of all ranks 
<' of his subjects, and by the gallantry, 
** firmness, and intrepidity of his forces, 
*' the presumptuous expeciations of the 
*' enenu/ have been signally disappointed. 
•* The enthusiasm of the Russian nation has 
*' increased with the di$culties of the con- 
*' test, and the dangers with which it is 

** surrounded. They have submitted to 

** sacrifices without an example in the his- 
*^ tory of civilized nations ; and I entertain 
*' a confident hope, that the determined 
" perseverance of his Imperial Majesty will 
*' be crowned vnih. ultimate success; and 
** the contest iu its result have the efifect 
*' of establishing, upon a foundation never 
' •* to be shaken, the independence and se- 

*' curity of the Russian empire. The 

*' proof of confidence I have received in the 
•' measure of sending the Russian fieet to 
^* the ports of this ceun^tru^ is in the highest 
*« degree gratifying ; and His Imperial Ma- 
*' jesty may most fully rely on my fixed 
*' ditermination to afford him m^ most cor- 
*' dial support in the great contest in which 
*^* he is engaged." 

In the pleasure which H is Royal H ighness 
appears to feel at the conclusion of Peace 
with Sweden I amply participate ; because 
in forming connexions of peace and friend- 
ship wiih that Country, His Royal High- 
ness has been graciously pleased virtually 
to acknowledge the CROWN PRINCE of 
Sweden in tliat capacity ; and bas therein 
done an act which efiectually removes all 
our apprehensions, founded on the doctrine 
• sometimes promulgated respecting the 
usurpations of Buonaparte and of those 
who have been elevated by him. The 
only persons, who will feel mortified upon 
this occasion, are those, who, about two 
years ago , so vilified J^ernadotte; who 
called him, a Serjeant of Sans-Culottes : 
wiio expressed their liope, their base and 
cowardly hope, that the Swedes. wouljd cut 
hisjhroat ; and who predicted eyery thing 



unfortunate and infamous to'Swedea if he 
were suffered te n^main. These eende* 
men, these hirelings, iheae vile traders in 
politics,, will now lose no time in disced 
veringf that the man, whom they^ repre- 
sented as a monsteri is now a very wordiy 
gentleman, and they will bear in mind, 
that to call him names now^ would sub- 
ject them to a pretty fair chance of a so- 
journing in Newgate or in Lincoln jaii. I 
told them of this at the time that they were 
treating him with such scandalous abine; 
I told them that I should see the day wbei 
they would not dar^ to speak of my old 
brother Serjeant with disrespect. My pre- 
diction is already verified. I, dare them 
to repeat what they said of him two years 
ago. This treaty, these relations of Peace 
and friendships which His Royal Highness 
has been graciously pleased to estabikh be- 
tween our King and a Crown, the successor 
to which- was once, and not long ago, a 
Serjeant, and, of course, once a private 
Soldier, delights me to the heart. Ii 
pleases me much more than the treaty 
formed with Russia ; and it does so because 
I think that it tends more to the $ood, not 
only of the people of England, but of man- 
kind in general. It says, in language 
which nothing can resist, that great talents 
and great virtues are not to be home down 
by either pride or intrigue.- Very dif- 
ferent indeed are my feelings with respect 
to what His Royal Highness has been 
pleased to say in regard to the war ia 
Russia. And, I can hardly believe mj 
eyes, when I read that the Rej^eot bas told 
the parliament that the resistance wfaidi 
has been made to the French in Russia, 
'' cannot fail to excite sentiments of UstiMg 
^^ admiration." So far am I from enter- 
taining such sentimentSi that I amrealiy 
afraid to express the sentiments that I en- 
tertain upon the subject ; and I am sort 
the reader will agree with me in expressing 
an anxious hope, that such a resisHmun 
the Russians have made to the FreooG, 
would not content .His Royal Highness in 
the case of an invasion of England ; that 
England, in such a case, would not be 
defended as Russia has been defended; 
that it would not be defended by Uyiog 
waste the country, and seuing lire to tfae 
Capital ; that the '' enthusiasm,*' of Eng- 
lish people would be shown hy rushing to 
the field to meet the enemy, and not by the 
burning of houses v that the sort of ^ sir 
^' crifices** which Englishmen would k 
disposed to make, would be that of tte 
own Uye?,, in defence of their wives, tbp^ 
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childreo, tlieir aged parents, the Umd, 
the lame, the bed* ridden, the women in 
child-birth, and the wounded Soldier who 
had before fought their bs^ttles ; and not ! 
and not the sacrifice of the lives of all these 
to. their own personal safety, or out of re- 
venge against those whom they had not 
xesisted in the field. His Royal High- 
ness has better means than I have of know- 
ing to what extent the Czar will persevere, 
and of guessing upon the probability of his 
efforts being crowned with ultimate suc- 
m;!^9. He also is more likely to be well 
acquainted with the << zeal and disinterest- 

V edness of all ranks of the Czar's sub- 

V jects, and with the gallantry, firmness, 
" and intrepidity of his forces ;" but, I 
must confess, that, with my limited means 
^f judging, I cannot help believing, that 
the circumstance of the Hussion fleet being 
sent to the ports of this Country^ though it 
ipay be. as the Regent says it is, a proof 
pf tb^ Czar's confidence, highly gratifying 
to His Roy^ Highness, is no very good 
proof of the Czar's confidence in either his 
people or his army ; or, at least, that it is 
no very good proof of his confidence in his 
means of defence against Buonaparte %, for 
if he had such confidence; if he could 
safely xejy upon his people and bis array 
for the defence of his dominions; if he 
vrere in no apprehension that his domini- 
ons would finally fall i;ito the hands of the 
enemy, why, in the name of common 
z^xi%t^ should he think of sending his fleet 

to the ports of this country ? Let those 

who difier from me in opinion answer, this 

question. Nor can I agree with the 

Speech, that the expectations of the enemy 
in Russia have bieen proved to have been 
presumptuous^ or that they have been sig- 
nally disappointed. What could an in- 
vader hope to do, in so short a space of 
Ume,more than to march six hundred miles 
through an empire and take possession of 
its Capital? That Capital was burnt, and, 
as our news- writers haye assert^ed, by order 
of the Czar himself. , Even ihcy, I sup- 
pose, will allow, that nothing short of the 
most desperate circumstances could have 
warranted suf h an act ; and if the circum- 
stances of the empire of Russia were ren- 
dered so desperate by . the advance, of the 
French, how could the invasion be called 
presumptuous? The invader has severed 
yom the Empire of Russia four millions of 
its subjects. If he were to stop there, has 
kis expectations b^n disapiwinied ? He 
^ seen the ancient Capital of Russia 
burnt, and with it thirty thpusand of those 



R^issians who had fought against him ; and 
he has seen the Russian fleet sent ofl* to the 
ports of England ; if his expectations ex- 
tended further, they. must have been inor- 
dinate indeed. What should we say, 

if, upon the prospect of an invasion from 
France, or if, upon an actual invasion, by 
the French in Ireland, the government 
were lo send off the fleet to Portugal, for 
instance? What should we say ? Let us 
have no shufiBing; no ifs^ and ands^ and 
buis\ but let us- have a plain, a simple 
answer to the question ; and, whoever does . 
give such an answer, will confess, that we . 
should say, that the . government expected 
the French, or, at least, that they were 
in great fear that the French wtmld become 
masters of the whole country, and that 
they themselves would be compelled to 
follow the fleet. And would it be very, 
consoling to the heart of an Englishman; 
would it be very flattering to his national 
pride, to be informed, that the sovereign 
of the country to whom our fleet was sent • 
had regarded it as a mark of great confi- 
dence in him on the part of our govern- ' 
mem? The concluding part of the Re- 
gent's. Speech, as far as it relates to Russia^ 
is rather obscure; but, I gather fromJr, 
that it will not be very long before we 
shall hear of some proposition for granting- 
money to the Emperor of Russia. The- 
Regent does, indeed, say no more than 
that his Imperial Majesty may most fully 
rely upon his most cordial support, fiut, 
in what way is he to yield him support? 
Send an arm^ he scarcely will attempt ia 
the present state of the war in Spain ; and- 
as to sending him a fleet ^ that \yould be a 
strange proceeding indeed at the very mb- ^ 
ment when the Czar is sending his own 
fleet away to England. In the history of 
all tlie wars in the world and of all the al- 
liances, an instance of such a proceeding is 
not to be found; except, indeed, some 
persous should be inclined to discover an 
analogous case in ih^ interchange of the 

£nglish and Irish miliiiasj The next 

topic is that of Sicily. 

*' I have the satisfaction further to ac- 
'< quaint you, that I have concluded a- 
** Treaty with His Sicilian Majesty, sup- 
*' plcmeniary to the Treaties of iSOS and 

" I8O9. As soon as the Ratifications- 

"shall have [been exchanged, I will direct 
«' a Copy of this Treaty to he laid before 

a ypu, My object has been to provide 

" for the more extensive application of 
" the military force of the Sicilian Go* 
" vermncnt to offensive operations ; a 
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•''measure which, combined with the llbe- 
<' ral and enlightened principles, which 
*' happily prevail in the Councils of His 
** Sicilian Majesty, is calculated, I trust, 
** to augment his power and resources, 
<' and at the same time to render them 
«* essentially serviceable to the common 
" cause." 

Upon this subject I shall saynothmg at 
present* A better opportunity will offer 
when the treaty here spoken of shall be 
made public. In the mean while, how- 
ever, I beg the reader to bear m mind, 
that this Island of Sicily is costing Qs an* 
nually ati immense sum of money; and 
that, so far from its having contributed 
hitherto towards the resisunce of France, 
it has required a larce part of our own army 
to defend it. The American war fol- 
lows next. 

" The Declaration of War by the Go- 
** vemment of the United States of Ame* 
**rica was made under circumstances 
*' which might have afforded a reasonable 
^< exjpectation that the amicable relations 
*' between the two nations would not long 
'^ be interrupted. It is with sincere regret 
M that I am obliged to acquaint you, that 
*' the conduct and pretensions of that Go- 
** vemment have - hitherto prevented the 
'* conclusion of any pacific arrangement. 

*' Their measures of hostility have 

*' been principally directed against the 
'^ adjoining British provinces, and every 
** efort has been made to seduce the inha- 
** biianls of them from their allegiance to 

** His Majesty. The proofs, however, 

** which I have received of loyalty and at- 
** tachment frodi His Majesty's subjects in 
" North America, are highly satisfactory. 

** The attempts of the enemy to in- 

^* vade Upper Canada have not only proved 
<« abortive, but, by the judicious ar- 
^' raiigements of the Governor-General, 
** and by the skill and decision with 
*< which the military operations have 
^' been conducted, the forces of the enemy 
^^ assembled for that purpose in one quar- 
'' ter have been compelled to capitulate, 
** and in another have been completely 

*» defeated. My best efforts are not 

*^ wanting for the restoration of the rela- 
*^ tions of peace and amity between the two 
^* countries ; but until this object can ht 
** attained without sacrificing the maritime 
** rights of Great Britain^ I shall rely 
*' upon your cordial support in a vigorous 
" prosecuticm of the war.". 

As to the chises of this War they have 
b^entso frcquiDtlf, lo $mflfi itid 90 re- 



cehtly diseussed, that I skSalf not here' 
trouble the reader with any inquirj re- 
specting them. But, as His Royail High- 
ness is graciously pleaftd to tell us, Sat 
his best iififorts are emf^oyed for the re- 
storation of peace with Amerita, and to 
add that he asks for support in the war 
only upon the ground of his not being able 
to make Peace ** withont sacrificmg the 
** maritime rights of Gheal BrUain/' I 
cannot help obselrvfng^ that I know of no 
maritime right that Great BHtain has ever 
before contoided for, slnd that the Ame- 
ricans call upon us to sacrifice. We haire 
heard much talking about these marilime 
rights; but I have never yet heard one 
roan clearly state what he means by them. 
The American government nj that we 
hav^ no right to stop their vessels at sta^ 
and to take people out of them; and I say, 
that this is a right that Great Britain never 
before contended for, and I defy any man 
to show that any neutral nation in the 
world ever submitted to such a practice, 
or that such a practice was ever before at- 
tempted. If there be any of the settkxl 
maritime' rights of England which the 
Americans wish us to sacrifice, why are 
they not named? It may be necessary; I 
do not say, that circumsdinces may never 
arise, to justify a goverameiit in d6ing thai 
which no established practice ot principle 
warrants; but then, \tti%ht meowed ^ let 
us know what it is we are contentding for. 
I wish to see the rights for which we con- 
tend explicitly stated, and, dken we fliig&c 
enter upon the discussion with some pros- 
pect of arrivmg at the truth. His Roy- 
al Highness comnlains of attempts at ^ jv- 
" ducHon," on the part of the Americans. 
This phrase, with due submission, is 
badly chosen. It was not an attempt at 5t- 
duction^- which implies something secret or 
underhanded; whereas that which dK 
Yankees did was open and in the face (^ 
day ; it was an a^ of war ; it was by open 
proclamation afttr a dedaroHon 0/ wars 
it was an invitation^ but no attempt at se- 
dudion. The term seduction is proper^ 
applied, when a government is base eikMJigh, 
while at peace and ita apparent omtAf with 
another, to endeavour, by the means tit 
bribes or otherwise, to seduce the dtizeift 
or subjects of that dtber ; an attof^ich none 
but the veiy vilest and fnost cdrmpf govern- 
ments, in thedays of their dedine,when,iike 
old bawds, they resort to all sorts of quadcery 
in order td prop up a rotten constitttttbn a 
little longer, are ever guilty; an act, 
in shortj which is imer resbrttd co hot fcy 
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men who ought to mike their exit from the 

gjrilofirs tree.' 1 do not commend the ia- 

vicatioQ of the AinericaQS ; but, it is very 
different from acts such, as that which I 
have just been speaking of. The Cana- 
dians will not be gained over, I am sure, 
hy ittwiiations^ Invitations vriil vreigh 
very little vfith them. They will, in all 
likelihood, be influenced by their ysf/intgs. 
If they have a good govemaent, they mil 
wish to keep it ; and will, no doubt, , fight 
in its defence.— ^The Speech coocluaes 
thus: 

**• Gentlemen of the Bouse o/Commonsj. 

^* I have ordered the estimates of the 
'^ ensuing yeac to be laid before you, and 
** I entertain, no doubt of your readiness 
^* to furnish such supplies as may enable 
*' flk to provide fop the great interests 
*^ committed to my charge, and toafibrd 
^^ the best prospect of bringing the con^ 
*' test in which His Majesty is engaged to 
** a soecessfuL termination.. 



^* My Lords and Gentlemen^ 
*^ The approaching expiration 



oC the 
^ Charter of the East India Company, 
*^ renders it necessary that I should call 
•* your early attention to the propriety of 
<< providing effectually for the future Go; 

** vemment of the provinces of India. 

*' In considering the variety of interests 
'^^ which are connected with this important 
^ sid>ject, I rely on your wisdom for mak- 
*^ ing such arrangements as may best pro- 
** mote the prosperity of the British pos- 
^^ sessions in that quarter, and at the same 
^^tirne secure the greatest advantages to 
^ the commerce and revenue of His Ma- 

**je8ty's dominions. 1 have derived 

** great satisfaction from the success of the 
^' measures which have been adopted for 
^ suppressing the spirit of outrage and in- 
^ subordination which had appeared in 
'* some parts of the country, and from the 
^ disposition which has been manifested to 
'^ take advantage of the indemnity held 
^* out to the dehided by the wisdom and 
^ benevolence of Parliament.-—*! trust 
'** I shall never have occasion to lament 
*' the recurrence of atrocities so repugnant 
^ to the British character, and that all 
^ His Majjesty's sul^s will be impressed 
^' with the conviction, that the happiness 
^' of individuals, and the welfare of the 
^ Sute equally depend upon strict obe- 
**dienoe to -the laws, and an attachment 

** to our excellent Constitutloa.* In the 

^' kiyaky of HU Mafesty's people^ and hi 



^^ the wisdom of Pariiainent, I have reasoa 
'^ to place the fullest confidence. The 
*' same firmness and perseverance which 
^' have been manifested on so many and 
*^ such trying occasions will not, I aia 
^' persuaded, be wanting, at a time when 
'' the eyes of all Europe, and of the world, 
** are fixed i^on you. I can assure you, 
'* that in the exercise of the great trust re<^ 
*^ posed in me, I have nd sentiment so 
" near my heart as the desiie to ptDmote. 
** by everyi means in my power, the real 
" prosperity, and lastuig happiness of Hii 
^< Maj^ty's subjects." 

As to the East India Company it is of 
lio consequence to the people of England 
what is done respecting it. That, at any 
rate, is my opinion. The Combany and 
the treasury and the BanJk winallgoofi. 
together; and, I believe, I may add, the 

fVar.- There are two points in the 

Speech of which I must express my dcK 
cided approbation; or, if I may be allow- 
ed the expression, there are two points 
which are not in it, which I very muc||i 
admire. I mean the omission of two to* 
pics : to wit : the boasting about ourfiou^ 
risking finances;, and the appeal to D'wit^ 
J^ovidence^ These omissions are a woo- 
derful improvement, and I hesHrtily coiv- 
gratulate His Royal Highness and th^. 
counuy thereon. 

Wii.COBBEm 

BoUey^ Zd Dec. 1812. 



OFFICIAL PAPERS* 

LOHBON GaXETTE ExTRAORDINAar.. 
COLONIAL DXPARTIUNT. 

Downing Streeiy Nop. 37, 1813. 
Captain Fulton, Aid-de-ounp to Lfeu- 
tenant-eeneral Sir G. Prevost, arrived late 
last night, with a dispatch from that offi- 
cer, addressed to Earl Batfaurit, one of his 
Majesty's Principal Secretaries of State, oC 
wfaiiGh the following is a copy :~» 

Mtad-quarferSyMontreal^ Od. SI, iSl). 

My Loan,-— B have the satisfaction of 
reporting to your Lordship, that His ilU^ 
jesty's forces, aided by the militia and hk* 
diaos stationed on the Niagara fl-ontier, bate 
completely repelled a second attempt of the 
enemy to invade Upper Canada, and that 
a victory has been gained which has left 
in our possession nine hundred of the Ame- 
rican army, UfA their commander i^igadier- 
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Gai. '^adsworth, who surrendered him- 
self on the field of faciule to Major- Genera) 
Sbeafie. His Majesty and the country have 
to deplore the loss of an able and moat gal- 
lant officer in Major General Brock, who 
fell early in the battle, at the head of the 
flauk companies of the 49th regiment, while 
nobly encouraging them to sustain their 
position, in opposition to an infinitely su- 
perior force, until the reinforcements he 
had ordeted to advance to tlieir support 
should arrive^ For further particulars of 
^his splendid affair, I beg leave to refer 
your Lordship to Major-General Sheaffe's 
.;report, herewith transmitted. I also trans- 
mit a general order [ have just issued to the 
forces in the British American provinces 
on the occasion of this important success, 
as it contains a statement of the services 
f Cndered by all who had the good fortune 
to maintain on that day the fame of His 
'Majesty's arras, and to convince our de- 

' luded neighbours that their superiority in 
numbers cannot intimidate His Maiesty's 

' army,nor shake the Bdelityof his Canadian 

subjects. -Not having received the re- 

tiu-n of;he killed and wounded on the 13th, 
Hor that of the ordnance and stores captured 
from the enemy, I am under the necessity 
of deferring sending them to ypur Lord- 
Iship until the next opportunity, when I 
ilso expect to forward the colours taken 
from the Americans, to be laid at the feet 
pf his Royal Highness the Prince Regent. 

. Captain Fiilton, my Aid- de camp, 

will have the honour of delivering this 

^llispatch to your Lordship. He is very 

capable of affording such information as 

your Lordship may re(Juire respecting the 

state of His Majesty's Canadian provinces. 

P—^JEight companies of the Gleugary levy 

jjure in motion to reinforce Upper Canada. 

I have the honour to be, &c. 

(Signed) GEO. PREVOST, 

Commander of the Forces. 

' Fott George^ OcL 13, 18)9. 
SfRj*^I have the honour of informing 
your Excellency, that the enemy made an 
attack with a considerable force this morn> 
ing before' daylight, on the position d^ 
Queenstown. On receiving ipteJligence of 
'it, Major-General Brock immediately pro- 
"ceedied to that post, and I am excessively 
grieved in having to add,tliat he fell whilst 
callantly cheering his^troops to an exertion 
Jor maintaining it. With him, the posi- 
tion was lost; but the enemy was not allow- 
liOj^yi r^ain it long. Reinforcements hav- 
-^ ' ': up from this post, copsppsed 




of regular troops, nitithi, and Indians, a 
moveaent wa& made to turn his left, whilt 
some artillery, under (he able direction of 
Captaiu Holcroft, supported by a body of 
infantry,, engaged his attention in front. 
This operation was aided, too, by the judi* 
cioufi position which Norton, and the In- 
dians with him, had taken on the woody 
brow of the high ground above Queens- 
town. A communication being thu| opened 
with Chipawa, a junction was formed with 
succours that had been ordered from that 
post. The enemy was then attacked,. and, 
after a short but spirited conflict, was com- 
pletely defeated. I had th^ satisfaction of 
receiving the sword of their commander, 
Brigadier-General Wads worth, on the held 
of battle; and many officers, with upwards 
of nine hundred men, were made prisoners^ 
and more may yet be expected. A stand 
of colours and one six- pounder were aUo 
taken. The action did not terminate till 
nearly three o'clock in the afternoon, and 
their loss in killed and wounded must^have 
been considerable. Our's 1 believe to have 
been comparatively small in numbers; no 
officer was killed besides Major-Generai 
Brock, one of the most gallant and zealous 
officers in His Majesty's service, whose loss 
cannot be too much deplored, and LifiUte*' 
nant-.Colonel McDonnell, Provincial Aid- 
de-camp, whose gallantry and merit ren- 
dered him worthy of his chief. Gap- 
tains Dennis and Williams, commanding 
the flank companies pf the 49th regiment^ 
which were stationed at Queenstown, were 
wounded, bravely contending, at the head 
of their men, against superior numbers; 
but I am glad to have it in my power t* 
add, that Capt. Dennis fortunately was 
able to keep the field, though with pain 
and difficulty: and Captain Williams's 
wound is not likely to deprive me long of 
his services. I am particularly indebted 
to Captain Holcroft, of the Royal Artille- 
ry, for his judicious and skilful co^opera^ 
lion with the guns and howitzers under hh 
Immediate superintendence, the well-di- 
rected fire from which contributed materi- 
ally to the fortimate result of the day. • 

Captain Derenzy, of the 4rlsl regiraenc^ 
brought up the reinforcements of that corps 
from Fort G^rge ; and Captain Bullock 
led that of the same regiment from Ghipa* 
wa; and under tlieir command thqse de- 
tach menu acquitted theooselves in such -a 
mannet* as to sustain the reputation wliich 
the 41st regiment had already acquked in 
the vicinity of Detroit.- — MajortGeneral 
Brock, soon after his arrival .at Queenf- 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



Wf] 



DECEMBER 5, 1B12.— O^ia/ Jfhpers. 



(vn 



ibWD, had sent down orders for battering 
the American Fort Niagara ; Brigade-Ma- 
jor Evans, who was Ipfl in charge of Fort 
George, directed the operations against it 
-wiik 60 much effect as to silence its fire, 
and4o force the troops to abandon it; and 
kf bfs prudent precautions he prevented 
nischief of a roost serious nature, which 
•tfa^rwise. might have been effected, the 
enttny having used heated shot in Bring at 
Fort George. In these services he was 
^ipost eftctually aided by Col. Glaus (who 
remained in the Fort at my desire), and 
by Captain Vigoreux, of the Royal Engi- 
neers. Brigade-Major Evans also mentions 
the conduct of Capt. Powell and Cameron, 
of the militia artillery, in terms of commenda- 
tion. Lieut. Crowther of the 41st regiment, 
bad charge of two three-pounders that had 
accompanied the movement of our little 
cocps, and they were employed with very 
gooid effect. Capuin Giegg, of the 49th 
regiment, Aid-de-camp to our lamented 
friend and General, afforded me most es- 
aential assistance ; and I found the services 
of Lieutenant Fowler, of the 4lii regi- 
ment. Assistant .Deputy Quarter Master 
General^ very useful. I derived much aid, 
too, from the activity and intelligence of 
JLieutenant Kerr, of the Glengary fencibles, 
mrhom I employed in communications with 
the Indians, and other Banking parties. I 
^vras unfortunately deprived of the aid of 
the experience and ability of Lieutenant 
Col<mel Myers, Deptuy Quarter Master 
/General, who had been sent up to Fort 
£rie, a few days before, on duty which de- 
tained him there. Lieutenant Colonels But- 
Jer and Clark, of the militia, and Captains 
Jtlatt, Durand, Rowe, Applegarth, James 
Crooks, Cooper, Robt* Hamilton, M^Ewen, 
and Duncan Cameron, and Lieutenants Ri- 
'^ardson and Thomas Butler, commanding 
JIank companies of the Lincoln and York 
militia, led (heir men into action with great 
'spirit. Major Merritt, commanding the 
Kiagara dragoons, accompanied me, and 
*gave me much assistance with part of his 
'corps. Captain A. Hamilton, belonging to 
it, was disabled from riding, and attached 
himself to the guns under Captain Holcroft, 
who speaks highly of his activity and use- 
fulness. I beg leave to add, that Volun- 
teers Shaw^ Thomson, and Jarvis, attached 
to tjie flank companies of the 49th regiment, 
conducted themselves with great spirit ; 
the first was- wounded, and the last taken 
prisoner: I beg leave to recommend these 
.young men to your Excellency's notice. 
Norton is wounded, but not bfkdly: he 



and the Indians particularly dittinguished 
themselves; and I have- very great satisfac- 
tion in assuring your Excellency, that the 
spirit and good conduct of His Majesty's 
troops, of the militia, and of the other pro- 
vincial corps, were eminently conspicuous 
on this occasion. — I have not been able to 
ascertain yet the number of our troops, or 
of those of the enemy engaged : our*s, I 
believe, did not exceed the numlier of the 
prisoners we have taken; and their advance, 
which effected a landing*, probably amounted 
to thirteen or fourteen hundred. I shall 
do myself the honour i>f transmitting to 
your Excellency further details when t shall 
have received the several reports of the oc- 
currences which did not pass under my 
own observation, with the return of the 
casualties, and these of the killed and 
wounded, and of the ordnance taken. I 
have the honour to be, kc, 

(Signed) R. H. Sheaffe, Major.Gen, 

To His Excellency Sir Geo. Prevost, Bart, 

Adjulanl'GeneraVs Office^ Head- quarters^ 
Montreal^ 2lsi Oct, 1812. 

GENERAL ORDERS. 

His. Excellency the Commander of the 
Forces has received an official report from 
Major-General Sheaffe, of the brilliant 
victory achieved on the 13th instant, by a 
portion of the troops under his command, 
over a division of the enemy's army^ which 
effected a landing at Queenstown under 
cover of the night. That post was never- 
theless defended with undaunted gallantry 
by the two flank companies of the 49th 
regiment, animated by the presence of their 
gallant and ever-to-be-lamented chief, 
Major-General Brock, whose valuable life 
was pn this occasion devoted to his coun- 
try's service. Those companies displayed 
exemplary discipline and spirit, although 
the Captains of both were wounded ; and 
succeeded in keeping the enemy in check, 
until the arrival of Major-General Shesifie 
with reinforcements.^— The disposition 
of the forces and plan of attack adopted by 
Major-General Sheaffe, cannot receive a 
higher or more just praise than by stating 
that nine hundred prisoners of war, under 
the command of Brigadier- General Wads- 
worth, surrendered their arms to a foi^ 
inferior in numbers, and without sustaining 
any considerable loss on our part. — r-A 
six-pounder and a stand of colours have 
been taken .from the enemy. Major- 
General Sheaffe's report of the seal and.tin- 
daunted gallantry that aninatod.evtry o$r 
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cer and foldier of hk trmy, aflfordt tbe 
Goaimanders of tbe Forces the most heart- 
felt satisfactiooi and will be a most grati- 
fying dttty to his ExceileiKy to bring before 
the notice of his Royal Highness the Prince 

Regent. Lieutenant - Colonel Myers> 

Deputy Quarter-Master-GeneraU was sta- 
tioned in charge of Fort £rie| aad suc- 
ceeded in completely silencing the Ere of 
the enemy, drove a detachment from the 
encampment near the Blade Rock, and 
destroyed a barrack in which was a consi- 
derable depdt of anuBumtion. Its explo- 
aion must have killed many* The Gal»do- 
aia, lately captured by the enemy, was 
destroyed at her moorings.— • — Lieutenant- 
Colonel Myers speaks highly of the disci- 
pline of the detachment of the 49th regi- 
■Mnt under Major Ormsby, and of the 
akili and spirit with which the guns were 
served uncier Captain Kirby and Lieutenant 
Bryson, of the militias. Essential ser- 
vice was rendered by Brigade-Major Evans, 
left in charge of Fort George : a well-di- 
rected fire from that work succeeded in si* 
kncing the enemy's batteries on the oppo- 
site side. Captain Vigoureux, Royal En- 
gineers, Colonel Claus, and Captains 
Powell and Cameron of the militia, were 
le^ous and indefatigable in their exertions, 

tirticularly in extinguishing fires which 
roke out in the Court-house and other 
places from red'^shot fined by the enemy. 
•——Captains Dennis and Williams, of the 
flank companies of the 49th regiment, have 
particularly distinguished themselves; the 
KNtner officer retained the command of his 
company of grenadiers to the end of the 
conflict, though suffering severely from his 

wound. To Captain Holcroft, of the 

foyal artillery, the highest praise is due 
for his successful and judicious co-opera- 
tion. The well-directed fire of the artillery, 
militia as well as regulars, is the best proof 
of the indefatigable Eeal and talents of that 
officer.—^ — Major Merritt, commanding the 
Niagara dragoons, accompanied and ren- 
dered essential assistance with part of his 
corps. Captain A. Hamilton, belonging 
to It, was disabled from riding, and' at- 
t«f:hed himself to the guns under Captain 
Holcroft, who speaks highly of his activity 

and usefiihiess. Lieutenant Crowther, 

41st regiment, had charge of two field- 
bleces, which were employed with good ef- 

RCt. Captains Derinzy and Bullock are 

represented to have maintained the high re- 
puution of the 41st regiment, in the de- 
tachment under their respective commands. 
— ^Major-Geocrai Shelfib nports having 
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received esaential senricc^ from Captain 

Glegg, the Aid-de-Camp to Majoc-Gene^ 
ral Brock; Lieutenant Fowler, 41st regi- 
ment, Deputy Assistant-Quarter-Master- 
General ; and Lieutenant Ker, of the Gleo- 
gary light- infantry, fencibUss, employed 

with the flanking party of Indiauu. Th& 

eminent services and talents of Lieutenant-? 
Colonel Macdonnel, Provincial Aid-de* 
camp and Attorney-General of the Pn>« 
vince,. are recorded by the oMst hMioiir« 
aUe testimony of the gallant General^ wbn% 
steps he followed during hift short hot g^ 
rious career, nor quitted him in deaths- ■* 
Voltmteers Shaw, Thompson,, and Jarm, 
attached to tbe flank companies of the 49tfa 
raiment, conducted themselves with ^ttas 
spirit : the fiirst was virounded,, and the 

last taken prisoner.: The Major-GcDcral 

particiilarly mentions the services of Lien* 
tenant-Colonels Butler and Clark, of tha 
Militia; and Captains Hatt, Durandy 
Rowe, Applegarth, James Crooks, Cooper^ 
Robert Hampton, M'£wen, and Demean 
Cameron, and Lieutenants Richardson and 
Thomas Butler, commanding flank caaapak* 
nies of the Lincoln and Yoi£ militia, wfa» 
led their men into action with great spirit* 
——The Major-Geaeral reports ih^ oxh 
duct of the Indians employed oil this oc^ 
casion as meriting the holiest praise for 
their good order and spirit, and puticu^ 
larly names the Chief, Norton,, who wm 
wounded.— *— Several gentlemea voltimeer* 
ed their services in the field, and shaved im, 
the honour of the day. Mr. Clinch and 
Mr. Wilcox were of the mmiber, and the 
Majors General witnessed the zealous oon- 
duct of many others not named in this r» 
port.* Major-Geaeral Sheafie had hu- 
manely consented to a cessation of offianve 
hostility, on the solicitation^ Major-Ge- 
neral Van Ranseller, for the purpose of 
allowing the Americans to remove tbe h»> 
dies of the slain and wounded. 

G. 0. 

Major-General Roger Hale Sheafie Is 
appointed to the command of the troops in 
the Upper Province, and to administer the 
civil government of the same. 

Edward Baykis, Adjutant-Central* 



LoKDoK Gazette EsTaAeaDmAar.. 
fVar DepartmaU* 

Dispatches, of which the following aet 
ihttraetS) were rec^ved last night by £ari 
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BmiMifStf ackkressed-to his LorMrip by th« 
Marqois of Wdlington. 

Tlie cneny repaired the bridge at Toro 
at a much carHer period than I expecMd. 
I therefore desired Sir Rowiand Hill to 
oontinue his march by Fontiveros opon 
Alba de Tomes^ and as soon as I found 
that he was sufficiently forward, I broke 
up yesterday morning from the ^position 
which I had held in front of Tordesillas 
since the 30th of last month, and J am in 
ntrch towards the heights of St. Chris* 

toval, In front of Salamanca. The 

enemy has not pressed at all upon the rear 
of the tfbops undei: Lieut. -General Sir R. 
Hili, nor hare those on the Douro follow- 
ed the march of the troops under my com- 
mand : I conclude that the two corps will 
tmite, which, in consequence of the situa- 
tion of the Douro, I could not prevent* 

Ciudad Rodrigo^ Mv, 19. 

The troops under the command of Lieut. - 
General Sir R. Hill crossed the Tormes, at 
Alba, on the 8th insL, and thc^se under 
my command took their position on the 
heights of St. Christoval de la Guesta on 
the same day; Brig.-G«neral Pack's bri- 
gade occupying Aldea Lehgua, and Brig.- 
<«eneral Bsadfocd's Gabrerixos on the 
right; and the British cavalry covering 
our SmU» ] had desired Lieut.-General 
Sir R. Hill to occupy the town and castle 
oi- Alba^ »Pkh' Msyor^General Howard's 
brigade of the 2d division, leaving Lieut. - 
General Hamilton's Portuguese division on 
the left of the Tormes, to support those 
troops ; while the 2d division was posted 
in the -neighbourhood of the fords of £n- 
cwas and Huerta; and the 3d and 4th 
divisions remained at Galvarassa de Ariba 
inreserve* 

On the 9th the enemy drove in the pie- 
tiueu of Major-General Long's brigade of 
cavahy, in fixmt of Alba; and Major-Gen. 
JUmg was obliged to withdraw his troops 
through Alba on the morning of the lOlh. 
In the course of the day, the enemy's 
/To be coniinuetUj 



MxtratU qfa LetUr addressed lo iMs Excel- 

lency ike Duke de Fellre^ Minister of 

War^ by ike Airshal Duke d'Albu/era. 

{(kkU'muedfrom pi^ 7m J 

abtfoosly desiired to come to blows ; but 

Aese &eta6 did not sntc^eu* -ffe okdered 



some plalooni of the fourth hussars ta^ 
charge Ibc advanced troops.— Four or 
five discharges of cannon supported this 
movement^ and two companies of the 7th 
vdtigeurs advanced to support them ; but 
they had not a single trigger to pull. The 
hussars charged the cavalry in the midst, 
of the infantry in the gardens, ravines, and. 
behind the houses, killed some 50 men^; 
and brought back 30 prisoners, of which, 
two were officers, an English Gaptain and 
Lieutenant ; they likewise took from 15 to^ 

20 horses. The General of Division 

Hartspe, satisfied with having shewn the 
fine disposition of his troops, took, in open 
day, the road to his positions, slept ar 
Monforte, still ready to receive battle, but 
he was not followed ; he has returned ta 
the camp of the 2d division. 

Aliovera, 

Minister of War. 

JBxtrad of a Letter from Burgos^ of 2i(i 
Oct, to the Minister of War^ from Gen* 
SouhaMy Commandant^ ad Interim^ of 
the Armjf of Portugal. 

Ihris, Jfov. 4.. 
Monseigneur,-^— 1 have the honour to in- 
form your Excellency, that the Englisl^ 
have raised the siege of Burgos, and march- 
ed in the direction of Aranda, Valiadolid, 
and Palencia, at nine in the evening ; they 
have left their sick in the hospitals of 

Burgos. 1 set out in pursuit of thei& 

very early this morning ; I hope to be able 
to overtake them, and oblige them to fightf 
or, at least, to do much injury to dieir 
rear guard. 

(Signed) Gount Souuam • 

P. S. I should inform your Excellency; 
that siik:e the SOth, I have been in a 
position before the English army, I htnre 
every day had. engagements with it, an<l 
never ceased to harass and cause tt gr^at 
loss since that period. * 

P(&iSi Mv. 4.— On the 16tE of las^ 
month. His Gathoiic Majesty'set out froii| 
Valencia to march to Madrid, at the head 
of the Army of the Centre, and that ofth^ 
South, cottlmatided by the Duke of Dalr 

matia. Letters from Vittoria say, that 

the soldiers of the French army, on their 
entrance into Burgos, carried in triumph 
General Dubreton, Who had so vigorously 
defended the Castle of Burgos against Wel- 
lingtoni in admiration of his fine de* 
fciice; 
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fopj^ of a LetUr wrilien to His ExcelUncjf 
the Duke de Fellrey Minister of War j by 
General Count Souham, 

Pancorbo^ Oct, 15. 
Monseigneur, — Being desirous to make 
known to the garrison of the fort of Burgos, 
that the army was at hand both to succour 
them, and thereby encourage them to con> 
tinue their fine defence, I, on the 1 3th of 
this month, ordered General Manoune to 
attack the English van- guard, by passing 
by Castil de Pednes Quintanavides, and to 
push them as far as Monastino. 1 like- 
wise gave orders to the General of Divi- 
sion, M. Foy, to cany by main force 
Poza, which is occupied by the troops of 
Castanos.-- — These attacks, which were 
combined, have both been equally success- 
ful. General Curto, Coomiander of the 
light cavalry, has received orders to move 
forward, before Vibena, on Roxa, to sup- 
port this movement, and be ready to act 
wherever needful. The result of these at- 
tacks have been advantageous for the army 
of Portugal. The enemy had 400 killed 
and wounded. We have taken from him 
140 prisoners, of which five are ofiicers^; 
we have likewise taken a pair of colours, 
some baggage, and 20 Jiorses. On our 
side we had only four men killed and 26 
wounded, and lost some horses. 

I have the honour to be, &c. 
(Signed] Gount Sou ham. 

Extraa of a Letter to His Excellency the 
• Due de Feltre^ Minister at War^ from 
. General Count CaffarelU^ Commander of 
. the Army of the /Torth. 

Briviesca^ Oct, 21. 
Monseigneur, — Since yesterday we are 
in presence of each other — the army of Por* 
tugal occupies the heights of Monasteiro, 
and we can see the camps of the enemy. 
The two armies of Portugal and the North 
can be in line within twenty-four hours. 
Our cavalry is remarkably fine, the artil- 
lery is very numerous and in excellent 

condition. Yesterday afternoon we 

drove back all the advanced posts of the 
enemy. OUr soldiers have shown a great 
deal of ardour, and the cannon should 
have bete heard at the fort of Burgos, 
which still continues to make a most ob- 
stinate defence, and which, according to 
all reports, caused ^the enemy a loss of 
more than 4,o6o men. It is asserted that 
the enemy having raised a battery of four 
524-pounders, they were immediately dis- 
mounted, one only excepted| but which is 



no longer fired. The enemy have lost 
several officers of note, and in particular a 
Major Murray, of the 42d regiment (H|^- 
landers). I hope that the fort will soon 
be relieved, and I shall then request of 
your Excellency, in laying before yoa a 
journal of the siege, an honourable recom- 
pense for General Du Breton, and for die 
officers and soldiers who have behared 
themselves so valiandy. 

I have the honour to be. 
The General Count Gaffab&lu* 

Extract of a Letter from General fJtie^ 
bauli^ Chief Commandant at Fitt^ria. 

Fitloria^ Oct. 25, 9 o'Clock Evening. 
Monseigneur, — The armies of Portugal 
and of the North enteried Burgos yesterday, 
at six o'clock in the morning. Towards 
two o'clock in the evening, and after ex- 
changing several cannon shot, the enemy 
passed the ravine of Buniel, and is now in 
full retreat, which tend to prove that the 
armies of the South and of the Centre, are 

arriving. This movement naturally 

changes the whole situation of the NiM-tli 
of Spain, and the parts of the armies of 
(he North and of Portugal. 

I have the honour, kc. 

The Baron Tuiibault. 



twenty-fflh Bulletin of the French Gramd 
Army. 
Xoilskoe^ Oct. 20, — All the sick fdw 
were in the hospitals of Moscow, left them 
on the Idth, 16th, 17th, and 18th inst. for 
Mojaisk and Smolensko. The artiifery 
caissons, the ammunition taken, a great 
quantity of curious thmgs, and two tro- 
phies, were packed up and sent off on the 

16th. The army received orders to take 

biscuit for twenty days, and hold itself in 
readiness to march ; in efiect, the Emperor 
left Moscow on the 19th« The head-qoai^ 

ters were on the same day at Disna. On 

the one side, the Kremlin has been armed 
and fortified, and at the same timC it has 

been mined, in order to blow it up. 

Some think the Emperor will mardi upon 
Toula and Kalouga, to pass the winter in 
these provinces, and occupy Moscow, by a 
garrison in the Kremlin. Others sup- 
pose the Emperor will blow up the Krem- 
lin, and bum the public establishments 
which remain, and that he will approach 
within a hundred leagues of Poland, Co 
establish his wmter-quarters in a frieitally 
country, and near to receive every thing 
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which exbts in the magazines of Dantzic, 
Kow|x>, Wilna, and Minsk, and recover 
irom the fatigues of war; the latter ob- 
serve, that Moscow is distant from St. Pe- 
tersburgh 180 leagues of bad road, whilst 
Wicepsk is only 130 from Petersburgh; 
that from Moscow to Kiow is 218 leagues, 
whilst fromSmolenskoto Kiow it is but 112 
leagues ; from whence they concUide, that 
Moscow is not a military position, or that 
Moscow possesses no longer political im- 
portance, since that town is burned and 

ruined for 100 yean. The enemy shew- 

ed imny Cossacks, who anridyed our ca- 

ralry. The advanced guard of cavalry 

placed in advance of Veukovo, were sur- 
prized by a horde of Cossacks ; they were 
in the. camp before they could mount on 
horseback. They took off General Sebas- 
tiani's park of artillery, 100 baggage- wag- 
gons, and made about 100 prisoners. 

The King of Naples, mounted on horseback 
with the cuirassiers and carabineers, and 
perceiving a column of light infantry, of 
four battalions, which the enemy sent to 
support the Cossacks, he charged it, broke 
It, and cut it in pieces, (kneral Dezi, 
Aid-de-Camp to the King, a brave officer, 
was killed in this charge, which honours 
the carabineers. The Vice-Roy has ar- 
rived at Fomenskoe. All the army is in 

march. Marshal the Duke of Treviso 

has remained at Moscow with a garrison. 
The weather is very fine, like that in 
France during October, perhaps a little 
warmer; but on the first days of November 
we may exp^t colds. Every thmg in- 
dicates we must think of winter- quarters, 
our cavalry particularly require it. The 
infantry refreshed themselves at Moscow, 
and are .very well. 

Twenty'-sixth BulieUn of the Grand Arm^. 

Borowsk^ Oct. 22. 
After the battle of Moskwa, General Ku- 
tusow took a position a league in advance 

. of Moscow ; he established several redoubts 
to defend the town ; he remained there till 
the last moment. On the 14th September, 
seeing the French army march towards 

^ him, he took his resolution, and evacuated 
the position, passing through Moscow. He 
crossed through the city, with his head- 
quarters at half past, nine o'clock in the 
morning. Our advanced guard passed 

through it an hour after noon. The 

Commandant of the Russian rear guard re- 
quested to be allowed to defile in the city 
without firing; it was nUowed him; but 



in the Kremlin, the canaille, armed by the 
Governor, made a resistance, and wecf 
immediately dispersed. Ten thousand 
Russian soldiers, were the next and follow- 
ing days collected in the city, into which 
they were brought by their thirst for plun- 
der ; they were old and good soldiers ; they 
augmented the number of prisoners.—^ 
On the 16th, I6th, and 17th of September^ 
the Russian General commanding the rear* 
guard said, that they should fire no longer, 
that they ought to fight no more, and talk- 
ed much about peace. He marched upon 
the road of Kqlonma, and our advanced 
guard placed itself five leagues from Mosk- 
wa, upon the bridge of the Moskwa. 
During this time the Russian army left the 
Kolomna road, and took that of Kalouga, 
by cross roads. He thus made the half 

tour of the city at six leagues distance. 

The wind carried thither clouds of flame 
and smoke, &c. This march, according to 
the statements of the Russian Officers, was 
sombre and religious — consternation filled 
their souls ; they assert, that Officers and 
soldiers were so penetrated, that the most 
profound silence reigned throughout all the 
army, as during prayers. — . — We quickly 
perceived the enemy's march. The Duke 
of Istria marched to Disna, with a corps 

of observation. The King of Naples, at 

first, followed the enemy upon Podol, and 
afterwards marched upon their rear, threat- 
ening to cut them off from the Kalouga 
road. Although the King only had with 
him the advanced guard, the enemy only 
allowed themselves time to evacuate the en- 
trenchments they had constructed, and 
marched six leagues in the -rear, after a 
glorious battle for the advanced guard. — ^ 
Prince Poniatowski took a position behind 

the Nara, at the confluence of Isha. 

General Lauriston having, on the 5th Oc- 
tober, gone to the Russian hcad-quartersi 
the commimications were re-established be- 
tween our advanced posts and those of the 
enemy, who, between themselves, agreed 
not to attack each other without, giving 
three hours notice; but on the 18th, at 
seven o'clock in the morning, 4,000 Cos- 
sacks came out from a wood, situate 
within half-cannon shot of General Sebas- 
tiani, forming the extreme left of the ad- 
vanced guard, who bad neither been occu- 
pied nor inspected that day. They made 

an attack upon this light cavalrv at a time 
when they were on foot at the ciistribution 
of meal. This light cavalry could not 
form but at a quarter of a league at far- 
thest, yrhilst the enemy penetrated >y 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



f$\] 



KHJTIGAL 1tmiSrm.^e§kuU Afitrs. 



l«t 



4i!s bole, a pule of if pWocs of caonoD^ 
auid 20caissoBS of General Sebastiani, were 
takefi in a ravine, with baggage waggons, 
in number 30, in all, 65 waggons, instead 

^f 100, as stated in the last Bulletin. 

At the same time, the enemy's regular ca- 
valry, and two columns of infantry pene- 
trated into the hole. They hoped to gain 
the wood, and the defile of Voronowo be- 
fore us ; but the King of Naples was tl?ere; 
4ic was ou horseback. He marched and 
penetrated the Russian line of cavalry in 
ten or twelve different charges. He per- 
trcived the division of six enemy's batta- 
lions, commanded by Lieutenant- General 
Muller, charged and penetrated it. This 
division was massacred ; Lieutenant-Gene- 
ral Muller was killed; whilst this was 
passing. General Poniatowski successfully 
repulsed a Russian division. The Polish 

-General, Fischer, was killed by a ball. 

'The enemy not onlv suffered a loss superior 
to ours, but have the shame of having vio- 
lated the trdcc concluded between the ad- 
vanced guard, a thing hardly ever done. 
Our loss amounts to 800 men in killed, 
wounded, and taken. That of the enemy 
is double ; several Russian Officers were 
taken; two of their Generals were killed; 
on thfa day the King of Naples has proved 
what presence of mind, valour, and a 
knowled^ of war can effect. In general, 
throughout all this campaign, this Prince 
has shown himself worthy of the supreme 

rank in which he Is placed.- However, 

the Emperor wishing to oblige the enemy 
to evacuate his entrenched camp, and drive 
them several marches back, m order to be 
able tranquilly to proceed to the countries 
' chosen for his winter quarters, and actually 
necessary to be occupied for the execution of 
his ulterior projects, on the I7th, ordered 
General Lauriston,withbis advanced guard, 
' to place himself behind the defile of Win- 
Icowo, in order that his movements might 

trot be perceived. After Moscow had 

ceased to exist, the Emperor had deter* 
mined either to abandon this heap of ruins, 
or only occupy the Kremlin with 3,000 
men; but the Kremlb, after fifteen days 
labour, was not judged sufficiently strong 
to be abandoned for twenty or thirty days 
' to its own forces. It would have wvaketi^ 
ed and bicommoded the army in its move* 
ments, without glvHig a great advantage. 
If we wished to protect Moscow from the 
l>eggars and plunderers, ^,000 men would 
jhave been necessary. Moscow is at (Resent 
« truly unhealthy and impure sink. A po* 
pijdatlaa of 200|000 wandering in the neigh- 



boovlog womIi, dying with bdofnr, 
to these ruins, to seek whu remains, zoi, 
v^tables, in the gardens, to siipfM>rr lifiK. 
It appeared useless toconpTOmiseaay Hung 
whatever for an object which was of vm ni- 
iitary importance, and which has now be- 
come of no political importance^ All tiie 
magazines wliicfa were in the city havii^ 
been carefully examined, the others empties, 
the Emperor caused the Kremlia to be 
mined. The Duke of Istria caesed it to be 
blovm up at two o'clock A.M. ontiMMd; 
the arsenal, barracks,, magasiiies, all warn 
destroyed. This ancient citadel, whkh 
takes iu date from the ioundatioB of th^ 
monarchy, this first palace of xJkt Gaart, 

has been destroyed. The Duke d Tie- 

viso has marched for the Vereja. The 
Emperor of Russia's Aid<»de-caiBp, Barait 
Wincingerode, having, on the 2id, at- 
tempted to penetrate at the head of £00 
Cossacks, was repulsed and taken prisoner 
with a young Russian officer, named Naris- 

ken. On the lOch, the head-quarters 

were in (he castle of TroitaiEoi; rtieyit^ 
mained there on the ^h. Oa the 21st 
they were at Ignatien ; the ted at Pomen- 
skoi ; all the army having made two flank 
marches, and the 3Sd at Boroirsk. tkm 
Emperor reckons upon marchiaig «it the 
24ch, to gain the Dwioa, and t£»g a fM- 
sitioa wkuch will bring bim wUhm 90 
leagues of Petersburgh aitd Wika, a dev^ 
ble advantage; that is to say, 20 naarehei 

nearer his means and his object. Oi 

4,000 stone hduseswhich-were in MoeooWi 
not more than 200 remain. It has^betti 
said' a fourth remained, beeadse in tliat 
calculation 800 churches were eomprehend- 
ed, a part of which are undamaged. Of 
8,000 houses of wood, nearly SO^-wmmk. 

It was proposed to the Emjieror to 

bum what remained of the city, to trtai 
the Russians in their own way, ajod to ex- 
tend this measure round Mosccrw. There 
arc 2,000 villages, and as many country 

houses and chateaux. ^It was proposed 

to form four columns, of 2,000 men eao^) 
and charge them vrith bumingcvcry thiiag 
for 40 leagues round Moscow. Tlatwill 
learn the Russians, said they, to tsake war 
acfofxling to rule, and not like Tartars. If 
they bum a village, a house, we mnst make 

them answer for it by burping 100. 

The Emperor refesed to alW the^e mea- 
sures, whieh would have aggravated the 
misfortunes of this population. Of 9,000 
proprietors, whose castles would have beea 
bumedf one hnndredH^o^haps, wokM have 
been sectaries of thb Matat of Rassiaj Itat 
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8,9O0 are brave^meu, already too much 
the victims of some wretched men* To 
punish one hundred guilty persoBS, 8^900 
would have been ruined. We must add, 
that it would absolutely have left without 
resources 300,000 poor boors, innocent of 

every thii^g. ^Thc Emperor, therefore, 

contented himself with ordering the de- 
struction of the citadel and military esta- 
blishments, according to the usages of war, 
Without doing any thing to ruin individuals, 
already too imbappy by the consequences of 

this war. The inhabitants of Russia do 

not recollect such a season as we have had 
^fcr the last twenty days. It is the sun and 
Jane days of a journey from Fontainbleau. 
The army is in an extremely rick country 
-—it may be compared to the best in France 
or iGcrmany. 

Tweniy-sepenik Bulletin of ike Grand Arny. 

Vereja^ Oct. 27. 
On the 27th Prince Poniatowski march- 
ed upon Vereja.— The 23d, the army 
was about to follow this movement, but in 
the afternoon we learnt, that the enemy had 
quitted his entrenched camp, and was on 
aiait:h to the little town of Malioardslavitz« 
It was found necessary to march after him, 
and obstruct his intentions. The Viceroy 
received orders to march.^ Delzon's di- 
vision arrived on the 23d, at six in the 
evening, on the left bank, took possession 
of the bridge, and caused it to be repaired. 
lu the nifiht between the 23d ^ 24th, the 
Russian division arrived in the town, and 
took possession of the heights on the right 
bank, which are extremely advantageous. 
— ^ — On the 24th, at day-break, the battle 
commenced. During this time the enemy's 
army appeared quite entire, and took a po« 
sition behind the town. The divisions 
Delzon, Broussier, and Pino, and the Ita- 
lian guard, were successively engaged. 

This engagement does the greatest honour 
to the Viceroy, and tlie 4th corps of the 
army. Two-thirds of the enemy's army 
were engaged to maintain his position ; but 
this was m vain, for the town was taken as 
well as the heights.—- — The enemy retreat- 
ed so precipitately, that he was obliged to 
throw 20 pieces of cannon into the river. 
Towards night, Marshal Prince Eckmuhl 
debouched with his corps, and all the army 
was in battle with its artillery on the 2dth, 
in the position which the enemy occupied 

the night before. The Emperor moved 

his head-<|uarters on the 24th, to the viU 
'fege of Ghorodnia. At seven in the mom*' 



ing ^ 6,000 Gossacks, who had stepped into 
the wood, made a general huzza in the rear 
of his position, and took six pieces of can- 
non which were parked. The Duke of 

Istria set off at a gallop with all the horse 
guards: this horde was sabred, brought 
back, and thrown into the river; the ardl* 
lery it had taken was recovered, and several 

of his waggons were captured. Six 

hundred ot these Gossacks were killed^ 
wounded, or taken ; 30 men of the guards 

were wounded, and three killed. The 

General of Divblon, Gount Rappe, had a 
horse killed under him ; the intrepidity o£ 
which this General has given so mmj 

proofs, is shewn on every occasion. A% 

the commencement of the charge, the Gos* 
sack Officers called the guard, which they 
remembered fAkiscadins de FarUj^ Parts 
Dainties. The Major General of DragoooSg 
Letort, distinguished himself. At eight 

o'clock, order was re-established* -The 

Emperor mardied to Malioardslavitz, le^ 
connoitred the position of the enemy, and 
ordered an attack for the next morning; 
but in the night, the enemy retreated* 
Prince Eckmuhl followed him for six hotm. 

The Emperor then let him go, and ^ 

rected the movement fipou Vereja. — ^Oq 
the 26th, head-quarters were at Borowsk^ 
and on the 27th, at Vereja.-^ — Prince 
Eckmuhl is, to-night, at Borowsk; the 
Duke of Elchingen at Mojaisk. — ;-It is 
beautiful weather, the roads are excellent) 
it is the end of autumn ; this weather will 
last eight days longer, and at that perid4 
we shall have arrived in our new position^ 
In the battle of Malioardslavitz, the Italian 
guard distinguished itself. It took the pe* 

sitioB, and maintained it. The General 

Baron Delzons, a distingubhed officer, was 
killed with three balls. Our loss waa 
1,600 men killed or wounded; that of the 
enemy is 6 or 7,000. We found on the 
field of battle 1,700 Russians, amongst 
whom were 1,100 recruits, dressed in grey 
jackets, having hardly served two momhs« 
-*— -The old Russian infantry is destroyed; 
the Russian army would have no consist- 
ence but for the numerous reinforcements o( 
Gossacks recently arrived from theDon* 
Well-informed persons assure us, that in 
the Russian infantry the first rank only is 
composed of soldiers, and that the second 
and third rauks are filled with recruits and 
militia, and who, notwithstanding the pro- 
mises made them, are incorporated.— 
The Russians had three Generals killed. 
General Count Pino was slightly wounded. 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



ENGLISH LIBERTY OF THE PRESSi 



Aslllusiraled in the Prosecution and Punishment ^f 
WILLIA'M'COBBETT. 



In ordeV that ny countrymen and that the 
worid may not be deceived, dnped^ and cheated 
ii|>on thU subject, I, WILLUM COBBETT. 
of Botley, in Hampshire^ pot «pon record 
the following facts; to wit; That, on the 24th 
June, 1809, Uie following article was pub- 
lished in a London news-paper, called the 

Covriir: ^"The Mutiny amoDgst the LO- 

« CAX MILITIA, which broVe out at EW, was 
«</orfiM«<fIy suppressed on Wednesday by the 
^ arrival of four sauadrons of the GERMAN 
<* LEGION CAVALRY from Bury, under the 
** commaMd of General Auckland. Five of the 
<< ringleaders were tried by a Court-Martial, and 
^ 9enienctd to rtcevu 500 Imshet cocA, part of which 
<« punishment they received on Wednesday, %nd 
« a part was remitted. A sttfppngefor fheir kmtp- 
^ meka was the^oand of the complaint that ez- 
*' cited this mutinous spirit, which occasioned 
^ tiie men to surround their officers, and demand 
** what they deemed their arrears. The first 
* division of the German Legion halted yesterday 

<< at Newmarket on their return to Bury." 

IW, on the Itt July, 1809, I published, in the 
domical Register, an article censuriug, in the 
strongest terms, these proceedings ; that, for so 
doing, the Attorney General prosecuted, as sedi- 
tious libelkrs, and by £x-Officio Information, 
mt, and also my printer, my publisher, and one 
of the principal retailers of the Political Register; 
fhat I was brought to trial on the l!>th June, 
t810, and was, by a Special Jury, that is to say, 
by 19 men ont of 48 appointed by the Master of 
the Crown Office, found guilty ; that, on the 
«0th of the same mouthy I was competed to give 
tail ibr my appearance to Teceive judgment : 
and that, as I came, up fVom Botley (to which 
place 1 had returned to my fiimily and mv farm 
ia the evening of the 15th), a Tipstaff went 
down from London in order to seize me, per 
sonaUy ; that, on the 9th of July, I8i0, I, toge- 
Iber with my printer, publisher, and the news- 
man were brought mto the Court of King's 
Bench to receive judgment; that the three 
Ibrmer were sentenced to be Unprisoned for 
some mouths in the King's Bendi prison; that I 
was sentenced to be imprisoned for two years in 
Newgate, the great receptacle for malefactors, 
and tne tiN»nt of which is the scene of numerous 
hangings in the course of every year; that the 
part of the prison in which I was sentenced to be 
coidlned is somethnes inhabited by felons, that 
i^ns were actually hi it at the time I entered 
it ; that one man was taken ont of it to be trans- 
ported in about 48 hours after I was put into the 
same yard vrith him ; and that it is tlie place of 
cdnfinement for men guilty of unnatural crimes, 
of whom there are four in it at this time ; that, 
besides tfaia imprisonment, I was sentenced to 
piy a thousand poonds TO THE KING^ and to 
give security for any good behaviour for seven 
yearsy mfben hi tlie sum of 3,000 pounds, and 



[73». 

two sureties in the sum of 1,000 pounds eacb^ 
that the whole of thb sentence has been executed ^ 
upon me, that I hare been imprisoned the twd ' 
years, have paid the thousand ponads TO THE' 
KING, and have given the bail, Ti|no^ Brown 
and Peter 'Walker, Esqrs. bein^ my snreties;.; 
that the Attorney General was Sir Vfcary Gibhs,. 
the Judge vrho sat at the trial Lord EHenborongh, 
the four Judges who sat at passing sentence EUes-^ 
borough, Grose, Jjt Blanc, and Baileyj.a»d.thatf; 
the jurors were, Thomas Rhodes of 1 
Road, John Davis of Southampton Plaea^l 
Ellis of Tottenham Court Road, John Rk 
of Bayswater, Tliomas Maraham of Bnker8lra«^* 
Robert Hcathcote of High Street Maryl^OMV 
John Maud of York Place Marylebone, O e oqpa . 
Bagster of Church Terrace Pancras, iWaaa 
Taylor of Red Lion Square, David Deaae uf te' 
John Street, William Palmer of Upper teeaC 
Islington, Henry. Favre of PaU Mall; that H*. 



Prime Ministers during the time were 
Perceval, uptil he was shot by John BeHinghaH^ 
and after that Robert B. Jenkinspn, Earl of Li- 
verpool; tiuct the prosecation and aentence tohk 
place in the reign of Rin^ George the Third, and^ 
that, he having become insane during my impcvi 
sonment, the 1,000 pounds was paid to his aan^^ 
tlie Prince Regent, in his behalf; that, diirfng my^ 
imprisonment, I wrote and publiifaed 3^ Bnayv' 
and Xietters upon political snl^jects; tiiat, daniaf; 
the same time, I was visited by persons fbom X9t^ 
cities and towns, many of them as a sort oTdcpe- - 
ties fVom Sociedet or'Chibs ; that, at the expfra.* 
tion of my ia^)risottmenl, on the 9tli of July, 16^ 
a great dumer yf9^ givei^ in London for IhiM^ 
pose of receiving me,^t which dnmer nptvv&eC 
600 persons were present, and at vrfaicb fir 
Francis Bur^t presided ; that dinnera and otha^ 
parties were held on the same occasioo m mm^ 
other places in England ; that, on my way boaa^ 
I was received at Alton, the first town in Hn^. 
shire, with the ringing of the Church bells; Aat 
a respectable company met roe and gave «e ^ 
dinner at Winchester; that I was drawn frna* 
more than the distance of a mile into Botlgr Iqr 
the people ; that, upon my arrival in the villig^ 
t found all the people assembled to receiveiiat| 
that I concluded the day by explaining to 'tili^f 
the cause of my imprisonment, and by #«l^( 
them clear notions respectins the do^gii^ af liift 
Local Militia-men at Ely, and respectuur tl|C^CM- 

lna%, y "" 



ployment of Germau Troops ; and, finau 
IS more than a compensation fbr mv lossd^ i 
my sufferings, I am in perfect health and i 
and, thoui^ I must, for the sake of six < 
feel 'the diminution that has been made hi 07 
property (thinking it right in me to datlii i ft wa 
offer of a subscription), I have the cousaMfdM tif 
see growing up three sons, upon whose hwtta, F 

trust, all these frets wiU be engraven. * 

Wm.COBBETT, 
BotUyy Juhf 25, 181!?. 



Published by R. BAGSHAW, Bryd^ea>Street, CoventwGarden. 
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]£liUHUARY OF POUTICS. 

NoMTiisiiif War.— ^The CTents record- 
^ in dbe Caedtes, publitlMd by the Rus- 
iini Coi««nunent, aad^rcpubHthed fay ours, 
aswiUiK seen in another part oFthis sheet, 
«KhiUt Mapoleon m an entirely ^new light ; 
1W then see hin ntremtinf; him who 
-eeattely tvcr belbre lecailed ; him whose 
-vMry o»ne has hmg been synonymous with 
suooe«4 If we are lo «4ace implicit rdi- 
aaetonthe Fetersbio'g^ Gamtes, we must 
concltfde, that this gieat Captain, this 
'greaiat of soldiers, has', at last, not only 

Civiih complete 4Jefeat, total overthn>w, 
^the'hfanselfis^ by" this lime, in the 
eaeinyV possession^ and, indeed, in the 
Gi^ of London, at Lloyd's Go6ee«House, 
and ^on tb^ lioyal Eschangt, the firm 
perviasien seems to be, that Napoleon 
will, in a few months, ht actually to be 
eeentnanirsiicieu^ sna'ihowitaEnghmd; 
liut ijitf^ffmW ilMduffiowafds Macbeth 
will be fiifly verified^ and ^Kit we shall see 
aviittca4ivarifaea(gt: ^^ Here jm^y^u see 
*' ike wmnsi9r.* In abort, never were 
bvebjidings io sangnipe; never were pre- 
4ilcUioM JO eonfident: never were there ex- 

CUUiaas mibted with so small a portion of 
bs# ne general opinion is, that '^ poor 
^ JBony,*' as he 4i now called, will have 
anade aU sortsx>f-«fibns to escape iiLdisguise 
<rom Jiis amy, and that, failing therein, 
iw wUlJbe lafcen, dead or alive, to Peters- 
^Hi||ht and wHl ilience be sent to England. 
The joy amongst the Londoners is exces- 
siifv, noyhave, in a single moment, got 
•fid o! all their ^isars. In the delirium of 
4beir joy^ ihey seem to have forgotten the 
• loan and the price of the gui- 



AU ibe ports of Europe are, aocoid- 
<i&g 4« Jfaaaa, now to he instandy opened ; 
4r^ is ao^nsume ks former channels; and 
"■ti '^io jo-on as if no French Revolution 
«id «0 AioiiapBrt^^iad ever -existed. A 
itiflM •wW heremsr ofier fer putting upon 
ttqiad moBeiiilly the evidences of 4he pub- 
iie ptrsuBsion at this time. The general 
^duoftptioa, whioh 1 have given) may, in 
4lie meanwhHe, 'suffioe.— — ^Now^ as to the 
'^aUijff -we havci in mith^ no ;meaiis of 



judgii^. In the Russian accounts we cafo 
rationally pltKe no confidence, seeing that, 
heretofore, they have uniformly proved to 
be, at best, a tissue of exaggerations and 
mimpreseiUations; seeing that, upon one 
papiicular occasion, we were infi>rmed, 
and that, too, through the channel of our 
own ambassador, that the French had been 
totally, or, at least, signally defeated, and 
chat, itafterwards appeared, that, upon that 
very occasion, they won the battle which 
gave them possession of Moscow. We 
should, then, be setting at defiance the 
light of exberience to believe the accounts 
published by the ministers of the Gaar ; 
but, as far as these accounts are corrobo- 
rated by the Emperor's own bulletifi, we 
must believe them; and that bulletin con<- 
fesses that the French army has greatly suf« 
fered from the cHmate, and has experienc*. 

ed great loeses. Of these facu, there* 

fore, we cannot doid>t \ and, if we should 
take it for granted, that the whole of the 
French force and the Emperor himself, is 
in ^rtat and imminent peril, we should not, 
in all probability, be far from the truth, 

Bilt, theh, we are to consider, on the 

other side, the charaoUr of the man^ who 
has to contend with all the difficulties 
which have been described and .which can 
be imagined. We have to plate against 
those difficulties, courage, fortitude, pre* 
sence of mind, foresight, such as few men 
have ever possessed. From Napoleon we 
have a right to expect, in this crisis of his 
fate, exertions far beyond what we should 
naturally expect from mortals in general. 
We may be sure, that, if the Russians de« 
stroy him, they will purchase his destrut- 
tion (barring mere accidents) at a dear 

rate. ^Awl, after all, if he should extri* 

cote himself from his dificuUies! U he 
should outlive all the perib that surround 
him ! ffhe should bring off the main p«t 
of his army, and should aet about prepa* 
rations iot a march to Petersburgh in the 
spring ! 'ffhi should do this ! — -^Grant- 
ed, that It is not probable f granted, that 
so numerous and so great are his difficulties* 
that such a supposition is not to be enter- 
tained; granted|that| with^<Mr«£i^i^i«/» 
dA 
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♦* armies in his /rent" and " two in his 

*^ rear/' with ^* oifFiads - of Goisacks on 

** his- flanks," an escape with any considcr- 

.able portion of his army is ntxl to unpossi- 

bit ; but, for argument's sake ; for the sake 

of mere reasoning, white we wdit for the 

arrival of the^maHs, suppose he should ^K 

. ©ff wiih the main body of his army. I say, 

that it is not to be expected; I say, that 

(he j»y of the good citizens of London is in 

no danger of being thus damped ; but, if 

M shield? If he 5*^w/<f >— r-Wbat, in 

such a case, such an unexpected case: 

what, in such case, would be the natund 

consequences? Why, in my opioion, 

these consequences would be, despair in the 
bosom of those whom he is attacking, and 
almost certain success to his future attacks ; 
for, as all the world will say, if he survive 
ihisi nothing can overcome him. — r-It is 
' supposed by some persons, that, if Napo- 
leon should escape with a considerable part 
. of his armyt he will, from thb retreat, 
: kavc suffered in his npulalion^ and that 
his army will not, in future, have the sanu 

4^r\/uUnce in him. Now, in the first 

place, this is inconsistent with whsrt has 

been generally asserted by these same per- 

. SODS, who have constantly described him as 

. a gloomy tyrant, '* haied bif his army^ 

*< whom, ht Jorad iuto the field af the 

*^ point of the, bayonet," though it was, 

. indeed, difficult to imagine how he was to 

, cfifect this, who was to hold the point of the 

bayonet, and the like. It is, however, now 

discovered, that he has had ibtccnfidenct 

of his army, and this discovery is made in 

order to tell us, that he is, in Juture^ not 

id have it. But, whif is he not to have 

it ? This question I should like to put to 
any man, who entertains the opinion here 
spoken of, and who would argue the mat- 
ter fairly .-^^-r-This i/i not the first time 
that the armies of Napoleon have been 
compelled to retreat. Nay, they have (or 
else our veraciiy is m a. perilous state) been 
. beaten frequently. ^' Aye, but, then, he 
«' was not with iliem." Very true ; but 
: ihai very circumslance was^ by us, alleged 
to be ground of discontent in his army i 
We said, or, at least, our. hireling prints 
said, that he staid at home in sqfeiy^ while 
^ he sent his troops to the field to be slough- 
iered. This was what they said when he 
did not accompany his army. Their stu* 
pidity in saying it, while our own Sove- 
ign is well known never to accompany his 
to the field, was very great, to be 
' ut, say it they did ; and, indeed, if 
y had a right to complain of hard- 



ships and dangers, the complaint 
with- a better grace wide their Empcnr 
was safe at home than they would atw 
come while he is sharing all the hiwlahijn 

and dangers of the army. 1 am, for my 

part, wholly at a loss to discover any reastn 
(or supposing, that, if Napoleon fcfts oat of 
this difficulty, he will Jhave sunk in the-«iiH 
mation of his soldiers. These soldiecftwill 
be able to judge correctly, of ids .dc«d«; 
they will see, thtit, in advancing to Mos* 
cow, it was impossible to f#raee, aodim* 
possible to believe, that the city tvoold be 
burnt to ashes, such a thing newer b»nog 
been done before in the world* -They wtU 
see, that their leader ovorcaine everf thing 
opposed tO;him in the shape of ancaemy; 
and that if he was unable to rtauia uMo§' 
cow, it was because' an act hikft -ben «Mi- 
mitted which was no more €• be expected 
than the destruction of a city bf lan^cmh- 
quake. They did, doubtleas, expect from 
him every thing that mortal mm is oapeble 
of; but, they will not loee conbdeace m 
him, because he was unable lo refauiU 
Moscow, and restore to life iu burnt and 
starved population. They will aoe, that be 
has done more than any odier mortal wouki 
have been able to do ; tbey wUl see, that 
ooi difficulties ane too much for -hhn ; thiy 
will see, that, whenaU tiie.worid exclaim- 
ed, '^ he is dawn '** and when ibet e&emio 
of France had almost lost tbeir. ^esises m 
exulratiou; they will see thai,. «ren tbes, 
be bore up against, the' tide, and fioallf 
swam triumphant; and, scftingy. not oolf 
will they not JcKse coufideoce ia btm, bit 
the confidence they have bitherlA. had in 
him will be increased and lass liable to k I 

siiaken th^n it heretofore has been. r-Ai 

tothe/rif/, whether there be any cfaaooe ol 
his extricatmg himself (foja his difficuloa, 
we cannot, as I said before,, coac. to aa? 
decision, because we have no .nieans of 
judging ; but, of one thing I am, for wsf 
pact, very sure, aiid that h^ tlutj if he 
should extricate. himself, if heshowldmakc 
gpod hb retreat with the main of kk army, 
his reputation will b^ higher than ever; be 
will be dearer than ever to tliM army, 
whose dangers and whose sufieno^ he has 
shared ; he will be tothegbry-Voving pes- 
ple ol* France more than ever ao obf ect of 
deyotion, and will be mdre thaa ever la 
object of terror $id dismay to her encmic* 
He is engaged in a deep and, perbaps, a( 
desperate, game ; but, if he wiih he w» ' 
fortune ior ever^ and all, upon the 'rr^ 'r^ 

at. least, falls before him. For diese 

reasons, and for oth^ that I. shall fabcir 
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tOK state, I^' for my part, cionoi, m any de- | 
gntj participate in the exultation of the 
day, tboit^,^ I mUat confess, that I wait 
vilh no little impatience for intelligence of 
his fate. That fate is^ before noiy, decided , 
and, witli it, In all probability, the fate i»f 
the Russian Government and of the com- 
■lerce of England with the Continent of 
^axdpc. Im the coarse of ten short days 
wcrsball know the result; and, therefore', 
all chat I shall add here is, my anxious 
hope^ that it will be such as shall tend to 
thi freedom and happiness of this couniry 
and of -manknid in general.-^~^There is 
ooe.passage in the Times news^paper of the 
8th ustant, which I cannot help noticing 
before I cundndei and, according to my 
veital practice, I shall first insert the. pas- 
' lage itself, which is- in these words i j ■ ' 
. . ^^ The great body of the French soldiery 
^' approaches to an almost entire dlscrgan- 
' f ^ izaimn ; their physical strength is wasted 
^^ and gone; their moral powers (if it be 
.*^ not a desecration of the term moral, to 
/^ apply it 10 such a. horde of civilized bar- 
>^ karioiu) are overcome and exhausted. 
*.'^ ALm iml a itush against their breasts^ 
?** oitd thfjf retire ;-f-in a state of despair, 

** they, offer theuiselves up prisoners iq those 
:*^ very .Cossacks, who take no prisoners, 
1^. but execute the venf^ance of their oouir- 
^f try vfiih an unsparing hand. These 
,^^ wrttchtd^ these despair ifig creatures, 
,^^ .wiooldexciie our /%, did we not remem- 
t^^ ber the atrocities: of which they have 

Vlent themselves to be the WILLING 
>« AGENTSk-rin Spaio^ in Portugal, in 

- *< Swkserlaad, in the Tyirol. Even*hauded 
t *' justice comoiends the ingredietit^ of their 
-■ *f poisoned chalice to their own lips. 
: «* Tho South has fell their cruelty, and the 
. *^ :Nortb avenges its sufferings. May the 
: ^ nations of Europe at length: open their 
. ^ eyes to the true causes of that dreadful 

• ** visitattoo which tliey have so long en- 
' ** duetd ! We ace sorry to be under the 

• H aecesiity.of deferring till to-morrow, a 

- ** aervnus and moit/y address by the Rus- 
'* sian Minister of the interior, which was 

« '< poblished at Moscow, on the 39th of Oc- 
<< toher^ It will be kmd to contain a most 

• *• Just exposition of the French aharacter^ — 
: ** a most serious admonition to all who 
; ^* walk in the paths, or adopt the princi* 
. M pks, or submit to be associated in the 
I '* practices of such a people. Of the leader 

*^ and author of their most flagrant crimes, 
. ** it observes, that ^^ the measure of his 

** ^* kiiquity is full. Thfi burning temptfSi 
. *• " and the reeking bipod o/Jheimtocehi^ 



*' " has turned the lemg suff&rlng^of Ood 
*' ^^ into wrath f'*^ hut it aais, with^reat 
'* justice, '^ have hissiayes, awd tlie sUveo 
*' ^* of their own :passioQs, .shown them- 
" *' selves less ferocious than their leader?'* 
«• /fo I we regret to say ihey have not. Wis 
^^ regret to bear testimony to so gtneralsor 
'^ degradation of a people once celebrated 
'* for the suavity of their dispositions, and. 
" the chivalrous gallantry of their senti» 
'* locois : but when we see the aJtrodlits.of 
^^ Moscow acted over again at Madrid^*}kwi 
^^ the contemptible Joseph imitating ' his 
«' bloody Brother, iu shooting SpanisU 
^^ Noblemen for their loyalty, we are aU 
^^ most ready to join with the Russian Mi- 
^' nister, in exclaiming, ^^ M is impossiblo 
«( (« thai morality should exist in such a 
**'" nation ."!— — It is pretty well ior thli 
Russian minister to accuse Buonaparte of 
»* burning temples" and caushig the ^^ blood 
**. of the innocent to reek from t/te earth i* 
it is pretty well for ilic Editor of the Times 
now to (alk of the atrocities of Moscow^ 
and impute them to the French, when,.on1y 
three weeks ago, he asserted, that it was by 
order of the Czar that Moscow and :{0,(Kil> 
wounded Russians had been burnt, anH 
who also asserted, that the said Czhi* . 
had a ** plain, full, and perfect right** 
to order such buruing* One hardly cau 
discover what thb uufjiriiicipled writer 
is aiming- at with regard to the burning 
of Moscow ; • hut^ this we may conclude, 
that to mention it iu the way of re- 
proach upon tlte French demands a store of 
impudence such as falls* lo^ the lot of very 
few, even of the hirelings of our press. ■ ■< 
But, what I am particularly desirous of 
drawing the reader's attention to, is, the 
general tone and jet of this paragraph, the 
writer of whkh manifestly has it in view 
to excite liatred> atid abhorreuce, not against 
Napoleon alone, nor against: him and his 
army only, but against the French people^ 
agauist the whole of the French nation^ 
who are here denominated, ^^\\xt willing 
" agents of Napoleon, not less ferocious 
^^ than their lecder;'* who are described 
as in a state of '* general drgfatluiiuu /'* 
and of whom it is asserted, that >< it is 
'^ impossible that moralku should exist iu 
•' such a nation.** — ^l^^w, reader, you 
will please to observe, that this is ^uite it 
new tone; you will observe that this Is a ' 
tone which has not been < used siine *ihe 
battle of Marengo; While tha>.id#miv<^ 
hope existed of subduing aod.>^cl)|wlug 
the wings" of France,, the pre^ o^^R^'* 
land hekl thi^ tune f it. ihei^ talked ^sf tLii 
2 A2 
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alTDcitiefi of 4he Frtnoh pfeo^; it talked 
of tke necessity of ptmishing their imifto- 

'rwlkits; it Ittputed to them^ ia a laass, all 
sorts of crimes. . After the battle of Ma- 
itogo, it directed all its hostility against 
Buonaparte ; and, I am sure that the reader 
tuili bear in mind« that this press, this base 
press, has, within these ten years, a thou- 
Sind times spoken of ike peopU of France, 
not as the '< WILLING AGENTS" of Na- 
polcon; but, on the contrary, as being held 
4o9irn, as being coaapelled to submit to his 
»way, by mere. military force. Nay, only 
a few days have passed since, this vile press 
assuned this ^* most thinking people," lliat 
the Freuch nation were ripe Jor revolt, 
and, indeed^, that a revolt was actually or- 
ganised and about to take effisct. How 
many times have I bad to notice the aflfect- 
od pit^ of these hirelings for the '* oppivssed 
"^^ ptopit" of France? how often have we 
been told of the conscripts marching in 
dmns to the army? and, who can have 
forgotten the description of the Fnnch mo* 
ihiTj given in the canting speech of Mr. 

'CUmning? ^This was the tone only a 

Sew days ago s and wh^ has it changed aU 
^ a suddtti ? The reason is this : these 
stupid hirelings now imagine, that the pre* 
sent order of things in France is upon ike 
>fy« qf being whoily overset; shey anticipate 
the seeing of that country re- plunged into 
confusion ; they expect soon to see the day 
.when, in consequence of the anticipated 
fall .of Napoleon, England, in conjunaion 
with other powers, will be able to do that 
10 Fcanoe which was intended to be done 

, in 1793 ; and they are, therefore, by im- 
puting to THE PEOPLE of Fraucea will- 
ing participation in the atrocities imputed 
to Buonaparte, preparing bejort^kand a 
jusl'iJUaliom for such measures towards ike 
whole naiion of which he is the kead*-^-*-^ 

. This b the motive for their change of tone* 
This is their motive for now imputing to 
. the whole of the French people a character 
and crimes which they have heretofore im- 
puted <H)Ly to their chief; this is thdir mo- 
tive for now describing as the WILLiPTO 
Agents of Napoleon, those whom here- 
tofore they have aflectcd to pity as sufibHflg 
under his ^' miliuny despotism ;" this is 
their motive for holding up France asa na- 

. lion^eittm^ ^ifl^o^M, and amongst whom 
it is impossibie for morality to exist ; this is 

. their motive for thus holding up Uie very 

^ same nation, whom, but a few days ago, 
they represented as boiling over with vir- 
tuous rage against the atrocities and ijnKk- 
ny of Buonaparte*— ^-^Thia cAoff^e ^/09i€ 



liolds fortli a pretty good lesson to Ciit po(K 
pie of France. It tdlsthem, in i» very 
equivdcal language, what thiy kaspt t9 ex^ 
pect if their preseni ruler shotddjeil} it 
tells them, that those who aflect to /«^ 
them, do, atbottoib, hate them, and oafy 
wait for an opportunity to do them aB db 
mischief that lies in their power ; it teUs 
them, that all the piteous cry thiK our liae^ 
lings have set up about the oppres$ioms ta 
France, about the tyranny ot Buooaparti^, 
and about the forcing away of their tons in 
chains to fight his battles and to critily liSi 
ambition ; it tells them, that aU this has 
proceeded from the basest hypoorisy, from 
a desire to divide them from their ^ CHIEF 
''MAGISTRATE," as Lord Elknbo* 
roogh, upon the trial of Mr. Pchier, very 
properly called him ; it telh them, that 
these hireling writers hate them as mudh as 
they do kif/tj that their hatred^ their loh 
placable animosity, b towards the whole ef 
the French naiiani it Sells tbem^ that they 
wish to see that nation, that whole peapk, 
kumbled and subdued^ blotted out from 
amongst the nations as destinsce of all ao^ 
rality, and of all claim to coofidewSe or 
mercy.— This is what this sodden clmg^ 
of tone tells the French people ; ani, ^ 
course, it tells them, that their hte^ that 
their very existence as i nation, an (in 
thi opinion of these writers) liM^ssdhMy 
linked with the fate of Buonaparte ; aye, 
with the fate of that same BnoMparce, 
whom these writers have hewieolore been 
conistantly representing as the op/nrestvr^ 
the tyrant^ the uourge^ of the poo^ of 
France.^ — ^So much for the sOund yoAg- 
ment of these writers, as far as it tetids to 
produce impression in tlie minds of the 
people of France; and let us now see what 
is the lesson Which this their chan^ of 
tone ouj|;ht to afibnl u$^'^ — Reader, m what 
day of your lUe, during the last tea yean, 
have you not heard these same ^rheiis as- 
sert Buonaparte to be a iurant ? ia what 
day have you not heard his goveramaat de- 
scribed as a military despotism f 9a ^rfiat 
day have you not heard tt asserted, dbt-he 
iiad iiited the country with spies eatdMs- 
tiles f in what day have you not hcaitl it 
asserted and taken for granted, that the 
people of France w^ere, from one eadof ^ 
country to the other, annaated with AalrW 
i^ainsi kim^ In whatdayhai^e vaa not 
read, that his army was te ci nit e d by the 
forcible seiaure of peiBoiis^niggMl i^ eiin 
chains f In what day have yon iMilieattlan 
this assaned, not ^only hi paragraphs, tef 
UkspnchcsvoA aideessei from varkastpar- 
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ie9i?r<*-'*-WeU| (Aen, observe, and I be^ 
aMch you to beai in miad, that it is now 
at positively aasevted, that the armes and 
tbt people of France are the WILLING 
^GENTS of Buonaparte ; and are exhibit* 
ed as fully participating in all the hateful 
qualities, and in all the crimes, that have 

been» and (are, imputed to htm. Bear 

these things in mind, and you will not be 
again exp^ed to the piischievous delusion 
which has so long prevailed. — —-Before 
tbn sheet issues from the press, the fate of 
Buonaparte will, in all probability, be 
Imowa; but, I beg the reader to guard 
himself betimes against the error of regard- 
ii^ even the death of Buonaparte as decisive 
of the bte of Ike beople of France; for he 
nay be assured, dLat th^ people of France 
^re just what they were before Buonaparte 
appeared at their heald, and that our coun*- 
tcy will stand in need of aU the wisdom and 
all the vdour it can muster, to defend itself 
Jlgainst those, who (as our writers now 
confess) art ammalei with las spirit. 

Giant TO Lmb Wellinoton.-^— On 
Afoodayi the 7th instant, the House of 
Commons voted the sum of one hundred 
thousand piounds to the Marqub ofWelling- 
ton on account of his recent services in the 
JPcttinsula*— I am one of those who Us- 
approve ^ this ffrant^'Sot as to the amount; 
At I disapprove of it. altogether. I would 
bave voted against any sum being voted 
turn 9B that account.— --*My reasons for 
this may be gathered from two previous 
«rtkle8 that I have written upon the sub- 
ject; but, I shall here state some of tbose 
neasens over agam in the remarks that I am 
about to ofier upon the debate Tas published 
-in the news-papers), whidi took place 

tipon the voting of the grant. Sir 

Francis Baanirr, who objected to. the 
grant till time had been allowed tainqMure 
into the cause of the retreat which had 
micceeded the victories of Lord Welling- 
tim, took a view of the whole of the cant" 
paigMi and insisted, that, as in other cases, 
a judgment gugfat to be formed upon it 05 
m whole^ and that, as a whole, it pre- 
sented us with the spectacle of a eomplete 
failure. Several persons spoke after the 
Honour^e Baronet, and all in favour of 
the i^rant i but no one answered^ or attempted 

io onswtTy \a§ argument* ^When a le- 

waid vrae proposed for services^ the first 
question naturally was, whether, sinu the 
iast reword had hmn bestowed^ any service 
kad been performed by the person pro- 
jpoied to be rcwardtd» Then the cvject 



of ioqntry wa^, whether Lord Welling* 
Ion's last campaign had, or bad dot, hex-* 
tered the situation of England In the Pe- 
ninsula ; and, if it was found that it had 
not, if the last intelligence left him at his 
old ground 3 if he had been compelled to 
retreat to the spot whence he started ai 
the commencement of the campaign ; if the 
enemy had retaken all that he had acquired 
by his advance into Spain ; if this was the 
case, the conclusion in my mind would 
have been, that, upon the whole, be had/ 
by his deeds dUrlog the campaign,' ren<» 
dered his country no service at all, and, 
of course, mented, on that seora, not a 
farthing of tlie pubUc money. — ^The' bat* 
tie of Salamanca was j^orious toltheam^ 
of England. 1 was amongst the loqde^t ip 
praises of the General upon that oocasioQ; 
out, in esliinaiing that General's services 
to his country, I must take inta view the 
conse^ences of that battle as well as the 
battle itself ; and^ if I find, that those 
consequences have not been beneficial ; if I 
find that they have led to retreat and to 
treat loss of lives ; if I find that they have 
been injurious to the cause of the country ; 
if I find that the advance and the retreat 
both taken together ; if I find, that the 
campaign, as a whole j may be fairly consi- 
dered as leaving the <»use in a worse state 
than it was before, upon what ground am I 
to concur, in a grant for semc^y rendered 
by the man who has had the absohite com- 
mand in that campaign?-- — Mri fVhii* 
breadj who seems, upon this occasion, to 
have been very eager to stand in the front 
rank of the eulogists of Lord Wellington, 
observed, that as much glory was to be 
acquired by retreats^ as by advancei^ and 
he quoted some instances of French Gene- 
rals having gained great fame in this way. 
He did not quote any instances where re- 
treats had gained for Fr^ench Generals 
either money or titles^ No : he did not 
quote any instances of tl^s sort; and. yet, 
he should have done this b make his cases 
applicable to the question before him. ■ 
.Besides, it is not the mere manner of con- 
ducting the retreat that we are talking of 
here: it is of the necessity of retreating; 
nor do vre hlame Lord Wellington for that 
necessity'; we do not say that it was pos- 
sible for bun to foresee that such a neoee " 
sity wouU arise ; we are ready to give him 
credit ^for as much foresight as any man 
can be expected to possess ; we cast no 
blame; all we say is, that, upon tke 
whole, he has failed in this campaign, 
and, t^i therefore, he ought not to be 
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rcv^'ardc<!.- When Mr. Whitbriad 

(who realty appears to have been qualified 
tor Secrttary if War J was comparing ihe 
tnerits of Lord WcHingion's retreat with 
that of Masaena, he seems to have forgotten 
the Itnglk ej time which elapsed between 
Ihe advance and the retreat of Massena : 
he seems to have forgotten liow lonjr the 
fVench General kept our arinv hemmed up 
vrithin its lines at Lisbon, what enormous 
expenses he put us to for the support of 
that army, and what relief he obtained 
thereby to the French armies in Spain. 
Ma^ena retired to the spot from which he 
had started^ but he was tliere ready to 
give battle; he did give battle; and, in 
net J the whole of his campai^ was a very 
•glorious one. Yet, he got no monf^ and 
no title. He got no thanks even. Buona- 
parte is poor. The French nation are 
«ither without means ? or, tlicy have not 

fnch liberal rulers as we have. It hap- 

|>ens rather imporlunely for the advocates 
4)f this grant, that, at the very same time, 
ihey art representing the retreat of Buo> 
lYaparte mm jfr/tof complete of his failure. 
Yet, he began his campaign in Poland ; 
ht has (as far as we know) retreated over 
only n part of his ground ; if he reaches 
Poland, he will then have ctt oflfa Irmb of 
the Russian Empire equal in population to 
•one half of Spain ; he will have done this 
<luring h4s campaign ; and yet have the 
hired writers the impudence to represent 
his retreat as proof of failure and as a 
mark of indelible disgrace^ while they re- 
present the retreat of Lord Wellington as 
.entitled to praise and reward. They tell 
«s, they tell this thinking, this *♦ most 
lAiniing people," that the retreat of Na- 
poleon is a proof of failure; that it is a 
mark of disgrace ; that it must tarnish his 
fame ; that it must for ever rob him of the 
cobfidence of his soldiers ; and, at the 
«anie moment, in the same news-paper, 
and in the very same column, they have 
the' impudeiKe to tell us, that the retreat- 
ing of Lord Wellington, so far from di- 
minishing his merit, constitutes a great 
•augmentation of that merit ; that it is a 
proof of his skill, his prudence, his ta- 
•lents as a general, and must give fresh 
•confidence to his troops as well as to our 
allies the Spaniards. Curious indeed is 
4he scene before us. On Monday, all the 
*day of Monday, you heard in the city, on 
the Change, iu the streets, in the shops, 
itk every hole and. comer, you heard the 
retreat of Napoleon from the Capital of 
Kussia spoken of as a proof of every ttiijig 



adverse to his reputation and his cause;* 
and, in the evenilig of the same day, you 
heard the Hon^e of Commons vote lands 
to the amount of 100,0001. to-Lord Wel- 
lington, who had just retreated from -the 
Capital of Spain. Observe, too, that Na- 
|xileon's retreat was occasioned by ^n event 
of the most tremendous nature ; an event 
which no being with a human heart in hit 
bosom could have anticipated ; an cvtni oo 
more to be guarded against than an earths 
ouaice or a storm at sea. There was no such 
event occurred at Mad rid. The French, thaugli 
we say they are abhorred hy the |>e»ple of 
Madrid, did not set fire to that cityatid^ 
stroy its inhabitants rather than siifler them 
to afford shelter to. th^ English. The 
French did not act thus «ven by. enemies; 
King Joseph did not thu» sacrifice people^ 
who, as we are told, detest hiro. Therefore^ 
Lord Wellington had not to meet siich an 
event as it fell tothelotof Napol«oi>to face. 
Madrid was found what it mast have hcea 
expected to be. Yet, we praise Loirf Wel- 
lington for his campaign; we extol him to 
the skies; we re%vard him with titles and 
estates 1 atid all this we do at the vtrf mo- 
ment that we are affecting to treat eveo with 
ridicule the curopaiflrn of the Em|>eror of 
France. — Again: We. arc told, that the 
people of Spain are dcwiedly 4mr friend. 
Lord Wellington had, then, z friendly coim* 
try to advance into ; every door was opea 
to him whether advancing or retreaoing; 
all the resources of the country the people 
were ready to lavish on him; they, we 
were told, were in ecstasies of joy at being 
delivered frotn the French ; every arm, we 
were told. Wis lifted for the aiisistance of 
the English army. Just the reverse of all 
this was said to exist in the case of tbe Em- 
peror of France ; and yet| oh ! '^ most Ikiniy 
ing people'* as we are, we zS^xi to speak 
contemptuously of his campaign, while wt 
heap rewardsu\yBn Ld: Wellington (or kis ! 
— The campaign, and, indeed, the Itfie, of 
the Emperor of France, may, by this tioie, 
possibly be closed ; but^ speaking of^tto 
campaign as far as we have any informattoa 
regarding it, it leaves a quarter . part, afl4 
the best quarter, of the Russian Empire, m 
the hands of Napoleon. Not so; not any 
thing like this the campaign of Ld. Weh 
lingtun, which leaves in our hands (as €ir 
as our intelligence goes) not one inch of 
territory that we did not before, possess; 
yet, we give j^ewardsto the l^ter^. winle 
we afifect. to believe, that the campaign of 
the former will, at tbt least, whoUyjdeprifc 
hiiD.of his jnilUary re^nHaftipni if not oTJris 
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cn»wm and liis life I— Verily, we are a 
*' mmst Mniing people !"— Mr. Wmr- 
BREAD, said, ia concurrence wkh Lord 
GasUrnBagfa^ that Lord Wellington had 
beaten- Massena, Souli, Ney, Victor," and 
Mcnttont. 1 do not ivcoliect the instances 
In which he beatoii^ one bmt the latter,'^ 
That, however, woyld be sufficient to satisfy 
me, if he had iuld his gr^mnd ; but I can- 
not, rand I never will, consider that as a 
yiclor^i which is almost immediately follow- 
ed by a relreai. — With regard to the siege 
of Burgos, it was, according to Mr. Whit- 
bread, uasoccessful, not because the attack 
was ihjudicioift, but because ihe defence was 
sp g^odl Why, this is a most comprehen- 
sive justification ibr a lailure, for it will 
apply to battles in the field full as well as 
tQ.skges of fortresses. When a general is 
beaten at any future time, we iiave only to 
say, that it was not owing to his not plan- 
ning and fighting well, but to the good 
planning and figlUing of the enemy ; and 
thus are we at all times, and gqder ail cir- 
cumstances, secure from even the chance of 
disgrace. — It was said, upon this occasion, 
by Lord Castiereagh, that Lord Welling- 
ton's eareer had been •* one contiould 
«» series of victories, unchequered ^ith any 
•'reverses, except retreats^ which were as 
*' honourable to him as the proudest vic- 
*' tories/'.-— This sweeping assertion invites 
us to a general view of our affairs in the 
Peninsula^, where Lord Wellington has had 
the Chief command lor four years ^ and yet, 
where there is even now scarcely a single 
British Soldier beyond the coufines of Por- 
tugal. If we have spent four years in gain- 
ing victories, and in retreats as glorious as 
wctories, and if we have, with all this, made 
so liule progress, how long is it to be before 
we shall see an end to this Peninsu4ar war? 
If four years of victories, which have cost 
lU about 70 or 80 millions of money, set our 
army only on the confines of Spain, what is 
to be the time and what the mbney required 
f^r the obtaining of ultimate success? — 
And, what a prospect 6<St% this assertion of 
the minister hold out to this ^' most think- 
tug ppople?" Lord Gastlircagh said, that 
Lord Wellington had had money voted him 
by the Spanish Goveniment, and that he had 
refiisedlo accept ofit^ a refusal which he very 
much applauded. I do not see any reason 
for this applause, especially as he has not 
refused the title of JJu/te conferred on him 
by the Spaniards. If we are fighting the 
batdes of Spain and Portugal, why should 
they be excused from eootributing towards 
these grants tihd'rewards ? However, I do 



not blame the taste of Lord Wellington-; 
for, I would really sooner have tlie property 
of the Manor of that name, than the chance 
of all the land of Spain which the French 
will leave to any sovcrfeipity but their own. 
I may be deceived ; but it still contiiifues to 
be my firm conviction, that, imless we' 
adopt, and that very speedily, an entirely 
new principle whereon to carry on the war 
in the Peninsula, we shall never rescue it 
from the grasp of France. — Mr. GAfwiNO 
made, in this debate, an observation, with • 
the noticing of which, 1 shall conclude 
an article, which, perhaps, has too long' 
detained the reader. He said, ** With- 
*' out going over the details of Lord Wel- 
" lington's services, he would call upon 
" the House to recollect how diflferent' 
'' were the feelings of the country, both as 
'* to its safety and military prowess, be- • 
'* fore the Noble Lord had commenced his : 
'* career on the Peninsula. He was still 
** young, and we might fairly hope for 
^* many future glories and advantages in 
" the course of it. Before Lord Welling- 
•' ton's career begun, the country never en^ 
'* terlaihed the hope of driving the French 
'* beyond ths Tagus^ or the Douro. It was 
" not the Tagus, ht4t tlu Thames that we 
" then thought of defending. To fortify our 
*' coasts, znd flooding the country^ we thcti 
^' looked -as military measures to ensure 
'* our safety. How difftrcnt is the pi*os- • 
" pcctuow!'* Why, Mr. Canning, the ^ 
prospect, to short-sighted people, is, in- ' 
deed, widely different ; but, to those who ' 
see a little beyond the present moment, 
it is not so materially changed even 
in a military point of view, though you 
will please to observe, that this de- 
scription of persons never thought of de- 
fending England by flooding or hy fort ifl" 
cationsj or by t)arracks. Those who re- 
flect a little, see that we have exhausted 
ourselves by keeping only a part of the ar- 
mies of France at bay; they see, that, in a ' 
vain attempt to force commerce, we have 
got into a war with Ameri:a, which has ' 
ruined no small part of our manufacturers, 
planters, and ship-owners ; they see, that, 
for the present, the maritime efforts of Na- 
poleon are suspended, but that they may, 
and, in all probability, will be resumed^ 
unless he himself be overthrown; they see,, 
that, in four years, we have gained very 
little ground in the Peninsula ; they see, 
that, if lu should^ aye, if he should^ finally 
succeed in the North, our prospect will be 
infinitely more gloomy than ever; and, in 
short, they see, that we are in a state which 
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pveseiits verf little of hoot, and a great 
deal to fear. In my view ot the matter, no- 
thing can be more unwise than to hold iorth 
the notion, that the safety of England de- 
pends, in any degree, upon the result of 
the war in Spain and Portugal ; for, if that 
were the case, what would he the feeling 
of the people here, in case of a total failure 
ig that wart That that war would have 
been ended long ago, if Napolean had 
not been bent upon his objects in the North, 
no one can, for a moment, doubt. One 
half of the French army which has march-, 
cd against Russia, would have put an end 
to the Peninsular war a year ago ; and, if 
that army, by any means, should return to 
the South of Europe, why is not the same 
effect still to follow? Jn answer to this, I 
ehaU, perhaps, be told, that the French 
irmy in the North is toially destroyed; 
that it is tumihilated : and just so were we 
told, only three tnonths, three short months 
ago, with regard to the French armies in 
l^in. We were told, that they were 
totally broken up ; that their scattered re- 
mains were collecting in order to escape^ if 
possible, to France. The j^ublic will hardly 
• have £arffotten this ; and yet, we now find, 
that, so nr from those armies having been 
annihilated, they have rallied in sufficient 
force to make those who were said to have 
aonihilated them resign all their conquests, 
aod retreat over the ground on which they 
had advanced. With these facts before 
our eyes, can we so readily believe id every 
story we hear of the annihilation of French 
armies ? Can we be persuaded to believe, 
that it is quite certain that final success 
must attend us in the Peninsula? I saiy final 
success ; because, it is by the end^ that I, 
for my part, am resolved to judge. It is 
timeless for Lord Gasilereagh to tell us about 
his /pur years of vicloriesy if we, in the 
end, are compelled to suficr the French to 
remain master of Spain and Portugal, or 
even of Spain. If we fail in the end^ the 
failure will be greater and more mischiev- 
ous than if we had failed at tlie beginning ; 
and the reason of this is as plain as it would 
be in the case of a gamester;, who should 
persevere till he had lost a hundred bets 
instead of leaving off with his first loss. If 
we should fail in the end^ there will be 
an the dangers to us from without which 
the possession of the Peninsula by the 
French presents, and, in addition to them, 
all the dangers and miseries which the ex- 
penses of t£it war will have created within. 
If we should finally fail in that war, what 
an account will there then be to settle with 
those who have promoted it and urged its 



fciUeosiDa? They mmftr uxm to diiali «F 
this; tbeyaqipear to kok moa finltne w 
impossible. Tbey, in £aot, do wt Vp^^ 
to reflect at all, but to be hurried oa by at 
sort of shoeless dread of Napolemi^ widb» 
out any regatd^i* whafe may probabftf hB|»- 
penevenbeiore theeadofa year. Tohk 
It has losg appeared pbua, thai the war m 
the Peninsula was, upon wx principle, mm 
unwise measure, and every day serves lo 
strengthen this opinion, which I distinctly 
state ; because, if I im wrong m m^ epU 
nions, I by no meana wish t» dis^use Iht * 
fact from the public. As to the mjlmgf 
meriu of Lord Wellington, thoee wdw lowe 
served with him say they are great: I dm . 
not dispute the fact. I take it for graflledL ■ 
All I say is, that he appears to me n<t i» 
have been successliil in tkb caospaMgo^ amd^ 
therefore^ I weuld haive voted against the 
grant. Wm4 COaBETT. 

London f lliA Dec. 1812. 

N. B. The Meeting aft Winchester, which I 
had appointed to be hMonHteJIrat 9 Um^ in 
DecmUmy wm, by myself and tiie QmtAemm 
who comtmudetUed withmem ike md^tet^ ■meed to 
be postponed till the Meeting to peHtianfir Pemm 
iboiild take place. I am sorry to fiod^ tbatoiher 
OentlemeB, who did not communicate with i^ 
were, for want of aotifieatios, dlMppdMbd «t 
not finding me at Winohoiter on fl 



OFFICIAL PAPEM. 

LotfDox Gazette Extraordinart. 
f Continued from page 7^^»J 
whole army approached our poskioM «• die 
Tormes, and they attacked the Uloopi in 
Alba with ^0 pieces of. camiaa aoda cwisi* 
derable body of infantry. They guukno 
impression on them, however, and with- 
drew the cannon and the greater part mi dm 
troops on that night ; and tkis attack w» 

never renewed. 1 enclose LacuuGcn. 

Hamilton's report to Sir R. H^ of the 
transactions at Alba, which were higjUy 
crediuble to the troops employedu Frm 
the 10th till the 14th the time wis panid 
in various reconnoissances, aaweUof the 
fords of the Tormes as oC the 
which the troops under my coimwi 
pied on the right of that river, ia firamt efi 
Salamanca; and on the 14th the 
crossed that river in force, at three 
near Lucinas, about two leagues ahove Alba. 

1 immediately broke up from St* 

Ghristoval, and ordered the troopa to «Mve 
towards ArapUes; and, as soon as I had 
ascertained the dkectioia of the Momagj^ 
march from the Ibrda^ I moved with. ih» 
^d division of Infantry, and all the caralry 
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I mM «rttaef, ta «naek them; ictvhii; 
line. Qui. Mt R. Hi», ipHlh tb^ 4th, and 
Ltetit. Geo. Hawhoi/s divisions, in frbdt 
of Alba, t^ pMlcci tfcfi» movenent, and the 
aildivi»kmlB KBaerveon the Arapiles, to 
acott^ the j^ssed^iott bf that position.-^— 
Hmt caemy, bowetcr, were already too nu- 
ttauos, and too strongTy posted at Mozar- 
1it», to be ftttadced ; and I confined myself 
n> 1 ODBOBade of thdr cavahy, under cd- 
ver of which I reconnoitred their positioii. 
■In the evening I withdrew all the 
9«9a fitoo^ the nieighbmirhood tof Alba to. 
tteAnipiks, leavmg a small Spamshgar- 
imn in tbe easib^, and having destroyed 
the bridge. In the course of the night and 
ibllewing morning I moved the greatest 
part of uie troops through Salamanca ; ami. 
placed Lieiit. Gea. Sir £. Paget wttb the 
Itt cfivkioft ^ ioftmry on the right, at 
Akiea Tejada, in order to secure that pas- 
sage for the troops over the Zunguen, m 
case the movements of the enemy on eur 
riglbl ftank shoiikt render it necessary for 
me to make choice either of giving up my 
Ck>mmtmicatioD witk Guidad Rodrigo or Sa*^ 

lamanca. On the 15th, in the mornings 

I found the enemy fortifying their position 
at Moearbes, which they b»d taken up the 
xigbt before; at tbe same time that they 
ivere moving bodies of cavalry and infantry 
towards tehr own teft, and to our commu- 
nications wi^i Guidad Kodrigo. It was 
obvious thai ik wis tbe eoem(y't inieBtioa 
to act upon our eommvnications ; and as 
•hey were too strcmg, and too strongly post- 
ed, for me to think of atucking them, I de- 
termined ta* move upon GuSad Bodrigo. 
1 cbercCare put tbe arnry in march in three 
cokimni, and crossed the Zun^en, and 
then passed the enemy's left flank, and en- 
camped that nigbt Ml tiifr Vamusa. We 
Cflfiiimiid onff BBfck successively on the 
iMi, 17th, iSth^ and tills day, when part 
of the army crossed the Agueda, and the 

^hek will cro6S that river to-naorrow. 

Hm eBemy feikr we d our movement on the 
Ifthvniba hrge body, probably the whole 
of tbe cavalry, and a considerable body of 
Infittitvy, but tb^ did not attempt to press 
i^xn otMT rear. They t«ok advantage of 
the ground to cannonade our rear guard, 
^OMisting of the light division, under Major 
Gen« G. Aheni ou tbe 17tb, on iu passage 
of tbe Hi«hjni at San bfmos, and ectasiott- 

od mam Ims.- The troops have sufiered 

considerably from the severity of the wea- 
^r, which, since the 15Ui, has been worse 
tba I have cyer kii^wn it at this season of 
tiie year.'^ — --I arai sorry to add, that vrc 
have had the misfortune to Jose Lieut. Cea« 



Sir Edw.t^get, who was tiiken prisoner 
on the iTth. He commanded the centre 
column; and the fall of rain having greatly 
injured the roads and swelled the rivulets^ 
there was an interval between the 5th and 
7th divisions of infantry. Sir Edward 
rode to the rear alone, to discover the cause 
of this interval, and, as the road passed 
through a wood, either a detachment of the 
enemy's cavalry had got upon the road^ or 
he missed the- road and fell into their hands 
in the wood. I understand that Sir Ed- 
ward was not wounded, but I cannot suffix 
ciently regret the loss of his assistance at 

this .moment. In my dispatch of the 7th 

inst. I communicated to your Lordship my 
opinion of the strength of the enemy, as 
far as I could judge of it from the reports I 
had received^ and from what 1 had seen, 
I have since learnt that Gen. Caffitrelli^ 
with the army of the North, certainly ttf^ 
mained joined with the army of Portugal. 
Joseph Buonaparte left Madrid on the 4th 
inst. and arrived at Penaranda on the 8th, 
leaving at Madrid the Givii Authorities of 
his Government, and a small garrison. 
These Authorities and troops evacuated 
Madrid on the 7th, and marched for Gas- 
tile; and Gol. Don Juan Palarea, the Me- 
dico, took possession of that city. Your 

Lordship will have seen General Ballasto- 
ros's Letter of the ^4th of October, to the 
Regency, from which you will observe^ 
that he fiad disobeyed the orders of the Go- 
vernment, given to him at my suggestion, 
to march his troops bto La Mancha, and 
hang upon the enemy's left flank, becauso 
the Regency and Gortes had ofifered me the 

chief command of the Spanish armies. 

The whole of the enemy's disposabk force 
in Spain was, therefore, upon the Tormes 
in the middle of this month; and they 
were certainly not less than 80,000 men, 
but more probably 90,000 ; of these 10,000 
were cavalry ; and as the army of Portugal 
alone had 100 pieces of cannon, it is pro- 
bable that they had not less in all the ar- 
mies than SOO pieces. 

(Enclosure, No. 1.) 

Alba de TcrmtSf Kw* 11. 
Sir, — I have the honour to report the 
steps I have taken to carry into e£&ct your 
instmctions for the defence of this place,^ 
which, lam happy to say, have obliged the 
enemy to withdraw the grealest part of the 
force opposed to us ; and I feel almost con- 
fident we shall be able to retain our positioQ 

as long as you may deem expedient. 1 

yesterday garrisoned and provisioued the 
I castle^ and, by the exertions of Gapt. Gold* 
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finch, of the engineers, it is put into s« good 
at state as circumstances will admit; he is 
continuing strengtheaing it. Gapt. Gold- 
iinch has been of great assistance to me. 

1 have appropriated to each regiment 

a district of this town, and the-<ommaod- 
ing officer has barricaded the streets and 
buildings in a very judicious manner. Bri- 
gadiers Da Costa and Campbell's brigades 
are in our position on the left bank of the 
Tonnes. Brig. Campbell reports his hav- 
ing caused the enemy some loss, in their at- 
tempt to pass a ford near his position. 

Lieut. Col. TuUoh has made so good an ar- 
rangement of his two brigades of guns, 
that, united with the position of the two 
brigades of infantry on the left bank of the 
Tormes, I consider my flanks secure. 



Early yesterday morning Major Gen. Long, 
commanding the cavalry in front, reported 
that the enemy were advancing in great 
force; I was, therefore, induced to retire 
the cavalry. About ]0 o'clock the ene- 
my appeared on the heights in considerable 
ibrce of cavalry and a few infamry, cover- 
in;^, as I conceived, a reconnoissance of se- 
veral ofikers of rank. About two o'clock 
the enemy's force was increased to 15 squa- 
drons, and GfOOO infantry, and 20 guns, 
iiiclndin^ six 6-inch howitzers, which im- 
nietii. ueiy commenced firing, and continued 
until it was dark. The enemy's light troops 
advanced close to the walls we had hastily 
thrown up ; but from the cool and steady 
conduct of the 51st regiment, Col^ Stewart; 
71st regiment, the lion. Col. Cadogan; 
the 9id, Col. Cameron, Gen. Howard's 
brigade, the enemy dare not attempt the 
town. About eight o'clock in the even- 
ing, I was repeatedly informed that the 
enemy's infantry was considerably increas- 
ing, which induced me to order three bat- 
talions of Brigadier Da Costa's brigade 
into town, leaving his other battalion for 
the protection of the fords. The enemy, 
during the night, withdrew their artillery, 
and J have left a small force of cavalry and 
infantry, who keep up a smart fire. I have 
to regret the loss of a considerable number 
of men, but which 1 trust you Will not 
deem great, when you consider the heavy 
and incessant fire of artillery for so many 
hours. The loss of the Portuguese was 
while on duty this morning, and I have 
real pleasure in reporting their steady and 

animated conduct. 1 feel much indebted 

to Major-Gen. Howard, who rendered me 
every possible assistance, as also to every 
officer and soldier of his excellent brigade, 
for their steady, zealous, and soldier-like 



conduct. To Gapt. Pinto Sxv«dra, mj 

Assistant- Adjutant-General; toG apt. Wat- 
son, Light Dragoons', Assistant-Quarter- 
Master- General ; and to Gapt. Bunbury, my . 
Aid^dt'C^mpf, I consider nay^eVf obliged^ 
for their prompt execution of my orders. 
*— I enclose a return of the killed and' 
wounded, and trust we shall not have many 
more casualties. 1 have the hoilour,&c. 

(Signed) John Hamilton, Lieut. Geo. * 

Lieul, Gen. Sir Rowland HilL 

Retom of Icffle^ and wootMM'of the Army tad«r 
tk% comuiaiifi of the Marqob of WdlingtOBy 
K. B. in an affiiir nt Altw de Tomes, on fkt 

loth and lltb November. 

Total British loss.— IS rank and file kiUrd ; 1 
Lieutenant, 3 Serjeants, 52 rank and file woand- 
ed. * 

Total Portuguese loo.— « rank and file kffled ; 

1 captain, i licatenant, 1 teijeaot, S» raakand 
file wounded. 

Grand totSil. — 21 rank and file killed ; l cap- 
tain, t lieutenants, 4 serfeants, 85 rank and file 
wounded. 

Names of the Officers woonded. ' Britnli — 
92d Foot, Lieutenant A. Hill, severely. 

Portuguese. — 2d Regiiuent of the Line, Capt. 
Rerinde, sliglitly. Lieut. Pinto, dasgeipaslj. 

Retnm of killed, wounded, and misting in the 
' movements of the army under die cummand 

of his Excellency General the Marquis of Wel- 

lincton. K. B. from the 29d t» tlM t9%k of Oe- 

tober, 1 918, inclusive. 

Total Portuguese loss.— 4 Serjeants, S dnuQ. 
mfers; aiJB rtnik and file kiRed; 1 Major, t Cap- 
thio^, ^ LieutenaDts, 4 Ensigns, 1 SuJT, 9 ser- 
jeanti, 1 drummer, 125 rank and file ^oimided; 

2 Serjeants, 1 drummer, 14 rank and file, mijma^. 
Total British loss. — 2 Captains, t Lieotei^aiita^ 

10 seijeaikts, 7S rank and file, 74 horses, killed ; 

3 Lieut-Colonels, l Miyor, 4 Captains, 20 Lieu- 
tenants, 6 Ensigns, 26 serieantis 2 dnunmrs^ 314 
rank and file, 65 horses, woonded ; 1 Lie«t.p€o- 
lonel, 1 Mi\ior, 2 Captains, 2 Lieutenants, % Sb- 
signs, 10 Serjeants, 1 drummer, 'iffT rank and file, 
59 hones, missing. 

General total of British and Portognote kM.' 
— 2 Captains, 2 Uentenanta, i4 aerieMMs, s 
dniromeriL i07 rank and file, 74 hones, killed; 
S Lieut.-Colonels, 2 Mi^rs, 6 Captains, 23 Lie^^ 
tenants, 10 Ensigns, 1 Staff, 35 Serjeants, 3 drum- 
mers, 4S9 rank and tile, 65 horses, womHied ; 1 
Ueut-CoUmel, 1 Mi^jor, 2 Captains, f L««te> 
nants, 2 Ensifijns, 12 Serjeants, 2 dnmuBeis, 221 
rank and file, 59 horses, miming. 

Killed, 25th Oct^— Cspt. Todd, 38fii Foo^ 
1st Bar.; Lieut. Lennon, 44th Foot, 2d Bat.; 
Capt. Stemfeldt, and Lieut. Haitw%, sf fhe 
Brunswick Light Infimtry. 

Wounded, 23d Oct.-~Liettts.LyeandKnipe9 
11th Liffht Dragoons ) Lieut. Tsytor, 12th ditto i 
Capt. Murray, Uent. Lockhart (since dead), Ifitfi 
ditto; Ai^jor Meydell and lients. Deeken and 
Phibbs, 1st Dragoons, K.^.L.; LieaL Hugs 
and Comet De Massan. 2d ditto. 

Oct. 25th. Lieut Johnstone, ArtiHery. Lieut, 
Col. Piper, 4th Foot, ist Batt. aUgbtiy; Lieut. 
Edgell, ditto, severely. Lients. Ackkwd, Tay- 
lor, Hon. W.Cunons, Ford, 9ttiFoot, lat BnUt 
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duniy Lieats. Andrews, alight ly^ and £umley, 
30th Foot} ^ Batt. severely ; Uent. Brisac, En- 
signs Bom and Tlnconibe, ditto, sHghfly ; Mad- 
denr, cKtto, severely. lient.-Col. Hardiiig, 44th 
¥o%U SdBatt. slightly^ Lieut. Ehvis^ ditto, dan- 
feronsly; Ensign Smith, ditto, severely. Capt. 
Massan^ Brunswick Gels ; Ensign Joze de Mo- 
neado, 5d Portngnese Regiment of the line; 
M^ Hill, slightly; Capt. Western, aevwely; 
Capt. Manoel Caslin, slightly; lien t$. Antonio 
Carlos and Joao Baptist, severely ; I^. Domingo 
Footenha, slightly ; Ensigns Joao' dos Santos, 
Joao Sebastiano, and Ridrigo NaVarre, and Ad- 
jatant Leech, severely ; 8th Cacadoves. 

m^^efimr^U^nHr-OA. Rope» Royal Arr 
tiUeiCy, ^venely, not dangeronsly. 

iSth 0<^ober.— Lieut. Hickie, 51m% Foot, se- 
verely, arm amputated* 

HisMNo.— LientM>»I. Pelfy, apd Lieot Ba* 
}fj^^ %6th Light Doigoons. Major Fischer, 1st 
^agoons, &. G. L. Captain Lentbe, Cornet 
i'roeg^y and Comet Schaeffer, 9tl Dragoons, 
K.G.X. 

^th October.-^Lient Whitley, 9th Foot, 1st 
Bam*; wad Brevet Mi^r fiyans, 38th Foot, 1st 

S. A. GOGDMAN, DA. A. Gen. 



JLohaon Gazette, ExTiApRDiNARY* 
iTutsdtnfj Dec. 8. 

SLJPkttr^nrgk^ /fay. 11, 1819« 
Mf Lntl, — 1 have the hoinmr to acquaint 

J 'Our Lordship, thai Buonaparte has escaped 
row the CovemmeDt of Moscow, and iias 
foliowcd t^ road to Smoiensko by which 

he caui^.-; Generah Count Plaiow and 

GouDtOrloflrDenizofifhave been incessantly 
in his rear, arkJ on both flanks, of his line 
of march; the former attacked a position 
<lorended by infantry, and cannon, which he 
carried, takinj^ two . colours, twenty-two 
pieces of artillery, and such prisoners as 
conld be saved* Count OrlofTDenizoflf has 
likewise met with resistance which he has 
every where overpoifvered, and has taken 
many, trophies and quantities of baggage, 
^mi9unitiQn waggons, with prisoners, and 

8«oie ordnance. From the quantities of 

ammtaiitioii blown up by the fenemy,. and 
irom the state of the road, described to be 
covered with the bodies of dead men and 
iHMCses, the retreat of the rear divisions of 
the French is stated to have every character 
of coutmued. flight.-^— On the 3d of No- 
.veiober, General Millaradovitch, with the 
coluisn imder his command, reached the 
main road near Viasma,- where he had a 
sharp engagement with the rear-guard, 
ytbich is reported by the prisoners to have 
been (Composed of the divisions of Beauhar- 
oou, of Davoiist, and Ney; their divisions 



in vain attempted to arrest his progress, 
and,' after several brilliant charges by the^ 
Rossian cavalry, wene drhren through the 
town of Viasma at the point of the bayonet, 
and pursued toErenina by the light cavalry 
under General Platow : in this attack the 
infantry regiment of Pemoff, led by its 'Co** 
lonel, General TchoglokbflP, and by Major* 
General Parkivitch, formed the head of the 
column, and charged into the town with 
drums beating and colours flying.— — The 
loss of the enemy in killed and woundied in 
this aflair is staled to be at least six thou* 
sand, with two thousand five hundred pri-' 
soners, among which are General Peltier, 
of the artillery, and Colonel Morat, Aid- 

de-Camp to Marshal Davoust. In the 

course of the pursuit from Viasma, great 
numbers of the enemy were killed, one 
standard and three pieces of cannon were 
taken, and upwards of one thousand men 

made prisoners. In the former part of 

the retreat, Ramiise, Secreury to the Duke 
ofBassano, was taken, with all the Chan- 
cery. ^Referring to the relations which 

have been regularly transmitted (or more 
minute details of the several actions, I will 
briefly recapitulate the few great movements 
which have, taken place siuce the arrival of 

the French at Moscow. Marshal Kutu« 

sow continued in his position behind the 
river Pokhra till the 98th October, cover- 
ing the old road to Kalouga, the Toula and 
Rezan roads; but having made occasional 
movements on the same line, according as 
the enemy's operations appeared to point to 
either flank. — r-In the mean while the 
enemy, by his own 20th Bulletin, and by 
his conduct, seems to have been for some 
lime uucertain of the position of the Rus- 
sian army. As soon as it was ascertained, 
a considerable portion of the army under 
Murat occupied the inter mediate country 

between Moscow and the Pokhra. It 

was presumed that the French, having it in 
their power to bring forward their whole 
force to either flank of Murat's position, 
would endeavour to manoeuvre so as to in- 
duce Marshal Kutusow to retire behind the 
Oka, in order to procure a more extensive 
theatre of ground, with the convenience of 
moving either on. Kalouga or Smoiensko ; to 
avoid which, and with a view to preserve a 
more certain conveyance for provisions and 
reinforcements from the soiiih, and at the 
same time to hold the command of the Smo^ 
lensko road, the Russian army began its 
march to occupy the position behind tfie 
river Nara, changing its front to the right, 
upon or parallel to the old Kalouga road« 
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*— Tlli* pMldMii flroBg in ioetf, and 
atreD^hcBcd hy art, was hm likdy to be 
attacked m front; Init it was of cour9e 
fbreseeoy that if it wore to be attacked, a 
-gxvikm dispoiiti^ SMist be made by the 
eneiiiyoa iht new Kalouga road, to turn 
the lell and rear of tfai» position, and tlie 
If arsbal prohlsed -his readiness to meet the 
eoeoiy upon that ground.-*— The move- 
ment was completed on the dd of October \ 
en the 4th of Oct. a smart affair of advanced 
|uard took place with most decisive success 
e«i the side of tbe Russians, which was M* 
lowed on the 5th of Oct. by the flag of truee 
eenc by Buonaparte, with an overture to ob- 
tain anarmistiee, and to open a negociation, 
wllich was rejected. At this period se- 
veral oensiderable detaohmenu were made 
t» harass the enemy) which appnar to have 
been condvcied with equal skill and success : 
the meet important of these was lYm one 
against Verrea, which place was taken by 
assank on tike 14th of October.-^-^On the 
l(kh of October,*- several regiments of Gos- 
iieks having arrived, it was proposed so 
attack If Qrat ; the atudt did not take place 

till the 16th of October. The enemy 

after this sAhr, of which I had the honowr 
so transmit to your Lordship a report in my 
dis^tch, retreated behind the little river 
Moza.— » — Buonaparte was not heard of out 
of M#soow or its vicinity till after thia pe- 
riod.'— —The only deuehment of any ia^ 
portance made by the French In a noftbem 
direction, was the one stationed at DeoM* 
trioflT, which was recalled in great haste, as 
so6fi as the evacuation of Moscow was de- 
termined fon. The Russians occupied the 
latter city on the 39d of October, with the 
loss of Lieutenant-General Winsingerode, 
moni treacherously carried of!*, with his 
Aid-dcrCamp, Captain Narishkin, while 
advanced with a flag of truce to reoMMistraie 
against a protracted and mmecessary resist* 

anoeonthe part of the rear* guard. On 

the 24th of October, the Frenth arniy was 
reconnoitred by an officer of Cossacks be- 
longing to the corps of Moscow, who saw 
fimr camps, one on the new Kalouga road 
near Boro£dk, and three on the left bank of 

the Protya. In the night of the 94th of 

October, General Dorocoff vras ordered to 
4cenpy Malajaroslaff, a pos^town on the 
Dew Kalouga road, between Borofsk and 
diat place ; that General already found k 
occupied HI force by a.Freneh d^aehment ; 
t very obstinate contest ionoediately took 

K' ce, in the course of whidi the troopa on 
h sWes were reiii£»rced| and the tewn 
was taken and retaken eleven tflMs, The 



Marshal, in the mean w%9e, put hia attt|r 
b motion by tbe left« and arrive^ at KTabi- 
Jarosl^fiT,, establishing his head-^fuartesa 
two worsts to the sotithward of thai e o wa , 
which Was burned, and detacbin^ a oen- 
siderable corps under General Platow, to 
Medina, on his left, where he tookelevca 
pieces of cannon, and left the ground co- 
vered with dead. ^The obstinacy of tint 

contest for Mala-Jaroslaff, with other cu^ 
cuipstances, tencied to confirm the Fieidr 
Marshal's opinion, that the object ot ^ 
eaemy.waa to fisrco a passage- 1» UieSenl^ 
ern Provinces ; and although theqa were 
also strong grounds to believe that he wi^ 
prepared to attempt a retreat upon SnK>- 
lensko, and by Wilna lo the Niemen, ye| 
the Marshal deemed it necessary to direct 
his principal attention to theroadtfnojnt* 
wg lo the southwanl ; - and, with a view ta 
obtain more conpJete .commaad of dien. 
retired to a posidon within 4Q worsts et 

Kalouga, near Gorki. Finding tbat the 

enemy were moving^ ty Vecrea^ qo M9r 
jaisk, he again advanced upon ii*Hm^^ 
and .having received intelligence dmk tbe 
French he^-^uarters were^ en the 30tb of 
October, at Cdoki, a monastery not £Mr 
from Borodino, he fonned his dispoettion 
to attempt to intercept him nearSnolensfco. 
-*-«^latow and the Gossacb havtdi^ hkexx 
detached for the pw^MSe of barassiiifg «sd 
surrounding the enemy. Marshal Kunaow 
reiaJbroed General MUlaradovttch'a novps 
to upwards of 1^000 men, and dmctii^ 
him to march by his lefit towards Vinnn, 
the Marshal himself proo(»ded by Spnskei 
and Gelinka, in a parallel direction to that 
allotted to General Millarad««itdi } tlie 
main road forming an aich, theee^^afallel 
lines of march were shorter, btu exposed 
to greater difficulties, the roads bcitig less 

practicable. The head of Gtneti^Mil- 

iaradovitch's column reached the nniin reed 
first, near Viasma; the head-quarters d 
Marshal Kutosow were ettabiialied at the 
village of ftikoivoi^ a little to thn soushwaid 
of Viasmai-^-^In regard to she Fieneh 
army, it appears by the papers of a i 
missary-Gttieral, vi^o wae made \ 
that they victualled one hundred a^ I 
ty thousand men, but that their effidsc* 
ferce was reduced to eighty-five thontttid^ 
at the period of the evacuatten of Moeoair, 
and'that Buonapat&bad oootraoted with a 
company of Jews fer a supply of pffovisJeni 
in the lineof his retreat. His gttttds, and 
aome seked coq>s, have been mmed with 
peodiar carOi mi k^t as —eh as pna- 
' out of adJoPi airf tbein oofpe affe» 
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H lii«< pitcfeM die nitfeat rf the tMMte- 
k^ tto^*^— *lt U i^mricd thai Buoimi* 
ffiF inreb^ in ft oiackt acownpanM by 
IfimC^ wiio has fftcaiYcd a ommition IdM 

ioBoe, and Bertbin*. It is, liardly to be 

tmae ivn d that ihis rearrguard at least caa 
MBtinua Its march witbom baltiag, in 
which case, with the ajMistanoe of ibe light 
ttoc^,. the luasiao araiy will be enabled 
10 overtake them. They have before them 
the gallant and acdve Count Wittgenstein, 
whoae chancier for zeal and enterprise is 
fnwcAestabUibed; and they have also, on 
ikn Minsk road, lo encounter Admiral 
ychjcbagoffi with the Moldavian Army, 
wUob^ it is to be hoped, may have time 
ttndootke either to unite with Count Witt- 
^enaletn to wait for them on the above^ 
road,, or to moire to either flank. 
-Maidial Kntnsow has sent out, among 
m cansideaable detackescnt^ wbiob 
Uras U Einaeii nearer to Smdensko, under 
liflnrfant'rGenend SfaepetofiT, on the 1st of 
JCovember, and which may have the means 
wf intei|Mising delay«^-*-^Thus the firults ^f 
feheinbiFBions of the French to Moscow, at 
«lie expense of the lives of so many brave 
Officers and men, seem to have been U- 
onked to the burning and destniocioniof^hat 
,€ky^ and to the ruin and desolation of the 
jsahahitarts and proprielors near the great 
woad, and in xht ikimiy of Moscow ; wmte, 
^a dK other hand, it will, to the latest 
period of hlisory, reieet lustre on the spi- 
vift and tpmriotasm of the Rnsshn fimpift. 
..«**--«-11ie4ast aooounts firomCount Wit^^- 
otehi . are ^atod the 3d Novtasb^, at 
Tchasnik, tffo Manes «ast of Ls^ AlKr 
she afliur of Polotxk, ^hat Oenemlxletaohod 
a coqps lo observe Mac DenaM, wbilethe 
•entOeneralSieittheilonlhe nAid-to Vihia, 
who, alter having cut off the Bavarian 
corps from that ol Si. Cyis uid entirely 
ciispeaedit, with <the loss of cannon and 
cnlottBs, joined Geont Wittgenstein, who 
fooooeded to irtcaok the lismainder of the 
jmnch under the cosMaand of Legrand, 
Marshal St. Cyr hamng vetircd on account 
of his woimd. This corps waa reinforced 
by Marshal Victor at the hea^l of fifteen 
thonsand men, ^nd^ having taken post near 
Tchasnik, was there defeated on the 3l8t 
October by Count Wittgenstem, who con* 
•idiring the onemy^ position a good cne 
lor himself, has continued to occupy it. 
detaching a com to take possession of 

Wii^st. Admiral Tchidn^off's' last 

di^katches of the Md of October, frntt 
Sreslhow, report the suoeess of a detach^ 
jBcpt iwitor General Xcbaplit3^ irhO| on 



the 90th of October, look the Polish Ge- 
neral Konotkoff with the whole of the 54 
rc^ment of Hulans, of the French guard* 
-r — Prince Schwartsenberg had crossed 
the Bog, without giving the Admiral an 
opportunity of bringii^ him to action*-— 
Admiral Tchichagoff and Count Wittgen- 
stein had reciprMdly sent detachments to 

ascertain each other's ^position, ^Sir Ro«- 

ben Wilsftt, with his usual activity, baa 
been in every action, and has contrived t$ 
see every remaikaUe occurrence ; his last 
dispatch^ are dated at Viasma, the 4th of 
November; his accounts tally wiih tb$ 
Official Bulktins, which have boon fub^ 

lishod here. Lord Tyroonnel has 

joined Admiral TchichagoflT, by whooa 
he has been reoeived with every poa«- 
sibk atteotiom ; his letters,* of the ni 
of October, have been acceded by Sir 
Robert Wilsoui at Viasma, sikI by nif- 
self. His Lordship speaks in highserap 
of the condition of all the corps of thai 
army, which he had until thtti >had the 
«aeans -of seeing. — ^— HaVmg dMained the 
JEmperctf's permissibn for Mijor-General 
Domburg to serve as a volunteer in the 
army under General Count Wittgenstein, 4[ 
have given lo that General Officer msiru^* 
tfons oim*lar to those of Shr Kobert WUsoin 
and Lord Tyrconne), and I expect by the 
neat courier to have the pleasure of leanl- 
'ii^ his safe arrival at the head-quartars of 

4haiarmy. i have the honour lo bo, let* 

CATHCART, 

/fy^. l%* — li having been found impeac- 
iicable to pass ^ Neva, the Metsen^yr 
has been <kiained until this Mornbg. I 
have now ibe hoaoor loendose bnraui^ 
report of the capture of WitufMk, b^Gei* 
Count Wittgenstein, who fans made |ici* 
soners she Commanding Officer of theone- 
my's foroes there. General Count Pomet^ 
and 'the Governor of the towiH Ceioncf 
Ghavondes. C. 

BULLETIN. 
St. Bi^enhUrgki JIM. 1 1% 1819. 
Wiiepsk isiakenbyiGoiaetdoWittgan^ 
stem. The Gendnd Cemii Ponget» who 
commanded the troops, is made prisoner, 
as well as Colonel Gfanvondes^ die C^ea- 
mandant of the Town. 

SL Ba$n69ttghr Ji/^i 45* 

My Lord,^I awnl myeaf of lim ^ 

parture of a Spanish courier toacquaint 

your Lordshtp, that sevehit Oilfoefi lit* 

rived here in thccancmnf laslnight| dis^ 
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patched froti^ (be head^quarters of Marshal 
KutiisoWf at Eltiee, on the 9th November. 

« The Field' Marshal reports that the^ 

flight oF the eiiemy coutiuues with increased 
precipitation ; and that the pursuit^ by (he 
several corps of the Russian array, has been' 
constant, vigorous, and successhil ; a part 
bnly of the relation of the aflpairs which 
bave taken place lias, as yet been publish- 
ed ; the remainder is in the press : the fol- 
lowing are the most important particulars. 
—On the 5th November General Mil- 
hradovileh veached a villa^ f^rty verts 
from Viasma, on the road to Smolensko, 
-in pursuit of the enemy. General Platow 
marched to the right of the road, to endea- 
"vour to reach the bead of the column, 
-while the main army moved on the left of 
it, under tiie Field-Marshal, towards 

Elnec. Sir Robert Wilson describes the i 

march on the main road as one which ex- 
liibited scenes of destruction without- ex- 
•arople in modem war, from the' number 
of dead and dying men and carcasses of 
horses, many of them cut np for fc)od; 
peasants' houses every where on fire^ am- 
^ munition carriages blowing up, and quan- 
tifies of wreck of every description.' It 

may be observed tliat the fi^st is set lo, 
•and is stated to have be«n from 10 to 15 

degrees.*' The effect of famine, fatigue, 

and cold upon a flying army, through a 
country full of exasperated peasants, 'may 

• be easily tmderstood. In the course of 

this march the Cossacks took standards from 

the Hulans of the Imperial guard, who are 

left behind with the army iiow retreating, 

' amd the enemy also abandoned a howitzer. 

On the morning of the 7th November, 

Cenend Millaradovitch entered Dorogo- 
bugsh. The enemy attempted some r^* 
'fiistatnce, but was driven from his advant- 
' ageous position by the Russian chasseurs, 
' with the loss of 500 men taken prisoners, 
acdusive of the sick and wounded. In this 
attack, and on the preceding day, one how- 
itxer and three guns were taken, and up- 
wards of 140 ammunition waggons. The 
number killed at this place must have been 
''very great, but I have not yet heard it 
estimated. Two Riusian ofikers of note 
were retaken on this occasion. The enemy 
-are de8<^bed to be in a state of much in- 
subordination, and . it was iwderstood that 
their march is directed upon Smolensko. 

On the 9th of November, Marshal 

Kututow faM arrived at Elnee, where he 



received a report (t^mCtenoral Platew/of 
his havikif oMimkaii four dtvisioos of ebr 
French army, undor* the coiaauiad of 
Beaifhamois, upon the • road (mm -ChMogo- 
bu||sh to Doughovtchstcbina.— ^^That Ge- 
neral states, that theC^sfacks duvyKi 
thrdugh idiis body, dividing it ima t«^ 
partSf-^with great slaughrer antf tlie cap- 
ture of^ixty-two pieoea of ordnance,- vipjijndi 
had been already brought in and couiftdy 
and soime standards ; many plans aod pa« 
pers of consei^uence, and upwards of ^fiM 
prisoners, atoong which, as well as aioMg 
the killed, are many OfiScer^ of raiJk and 
distinction. *^-^Fart of the renaaios «f diii 
corps M in the direction ol Dare^Qfaogil^ 
and the other part, in the diniciMa-:Qf 
Doughovtclistcluna, dosely porsaed by d^ 
CoisaclK and light cavalry.. — ^Geaenl 
Sanson, Q^rter-Master-Geoenil of the 
whob French army, was taleea, with (HQO 
men of diflerent ranks, upon the i%ht fltak 
of Geixeral Platow, near lioughovtducdwia. 
-^—Major-General Kutosow, who has 
beeit intrusted with the command of khe 
t:orps lately under the orders of Caaeral 
Winzingerode, had, . by . extraonMoiry 
forced marches, reached the main army 

with his cavalry An officer has imeea 

inteocepittj with letters Iran Beauhamoit, 
which will be publislied to-morrow, and 
whidi will afford indelible proof of the 
state in which Bnonap^te has i^ this part 
of his acmy. These letters are addressed 

to Berihier. It does not appear that the 

march of the French Guanis, and of the 
1st division has been efifedted wiihoitt great 
•loss, many of their, bodies having been 
found on the road.-t — ^FieldrManhal £ii- 
tusow intended lo continue hb aareh upoa 
Krasnoy, two stages beytmd SnsoknsU, 
leaving that.town upon his right hand^ aod 
intersecting Uie communications t mmdi 

Mohibff. rl have not heard :that it is 

ascertained where Bttonaparte himaitf was 
on the 9th of Noviteiber.i — ^Tlie &ist 
Bulletin, pomaiaing General Platow^ Re- 
port, is herewith enclofted. 

I have the honour to be, Sx. 
(Signed) CATHCART. 



fwuUjf'tigklh BulUtimofthe Fnnck Gmd 

SmoUnskai Jfav. 11. 

The Imperial headquarters were, oa 

the lit of November, at Viasma ; and oo 

the 9th^ at SoMdensko. The weather was 

very flue upito the (Jtb, birt^ on the 7lh 
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winter began. The ground is covered with 

mow. The roads have become very slip- 

'ptrj and very difficult for carria^ horses. 

^'We have lost many men by cold and fa- 
«'- .11. . ' ... 

tigue ; night bivouacings are verv injurious • 

to them.— *-Since the battle of Malocaros- 
Jawitx, the advanced guard has seen no 
.ochtr eneoiy than the Cossacks, who, like 
-the Arabs, hover upon the flanks, and fly 
about to annoy.— ^-r-On tlie^d, at two in 
the afternoon, 12,000 Russian infantry, 
-cov«ed by a cloud of Cossacks, intercepted 
the conltDunication, a league distance from 
Viasma, between the Prince of Eckmuhl 
^'and the Viceroy. The Prince of £ckmuhl 
. and the Viceroy marched upon this column, 
drove it from the road, and overthrew it 
to the wood, took a Major-General, with 
'a good number of prisoners, and carried 
' off six pieces of cannon ; since that time 
we have not again seen the Russian infan- 
try, but only Cossacks. Since the bad 

; weather, from the 6tb, we have lost more 
, than 3,000 carriage horses, and nearly 

100 caissons have bieen destroyed. Ge- 

' iieral Wittgenstein having been reinforced 
' by the Russian division from Finland, and 
^ by a great number of troops from the mi- 

* litia, attacked, on the ISth of October, 
Marshal Gouvion St. Cyr; he was re- 

* pulsed by that Marshal and General Wrede, 
' who took more than 3,000 prisonerii, and 

- covered the field of battle with his dead. 

* On the 20th inst. Marshal Gouvion 

St, Cyr having been informed that Marshal 

, the Duke of Belluno, with the 9th corps, 

. .was marching to reinforce him, repassed 
the Dwina, and marched to meet him, in 
order, on having effected a junction with 

' him, to fight . Wittgenstein, and oblige 
. > him to repass the Dwina. Marshal Gou- 
vion St. Cyr bestows the highest eulogiums 

upon his troops. The Swiss division 

distinguished itself by its sang frold and 

. bravery. Colonel Guchenew, of the 26th 

- Regiment of Light Infantry, was wounded; 
Marshal St. Cyr received a ball in the foot ; 
Marshal the Duke of Reggio has arrived to 

. ireptace him, and retaken the command of 
the 2d corps.— —-The health of the Em- 
peror has never been better. 

Report of Monsieur. Ike Marshal Gouvion 
' ^ St. tyr to His Highness the Frince Ma- 
•jor-General. 

October SO. 
^- By my last, of the 17th inst., I inform- 
ed your Highness, that the 2d corps woidd 
probably m attacked on the following day 
' Jbf..aU the ibrcea unitedy under the orders 



of Cotmt de Wittgenstein. I havespoke 
to you of the reiiiforceoients which he had 
received fr9m St. Petersburgh, and which 
amounted to 17)000 men, including in- ^iat 
number 6 or 8,000 men which had been 
scraped together in St. Petersburgh slnd its 
envirom. He has further received the 
21st division, which was fresh arrived 
from Finland; one 'part of this division 
only has had an engagement in aii aHair 
against tlie Prussians. They formed a 
junction with the troops. under Wittgen- 
stein, at Disna, on the l6th^ at the mo- 
ment when he had dislodged the {iost which 
I had placed there. On the 18th, at six 
o'clock in the morning, M. de Wittgen- 
stein debouched before Polotsk, in four 
columns, and extending his troops past 
my position, and profiting by the enormous 
superiority of which he was possessed, to 
take the reverse, and, without any danger, 
make himself master of the position which 
I had occupied on the left bank of the Po- 
lota, in the face of that which, he had be^ 
fore occupied on the Drissa. His first 
serious attack was made aeaiust a battery 
(a barbittte}, which I had caused to be 
established in an advantageous positioui 
and which it was necessary, at any rate, 
to occupy, in order not to expose to the 
enemy the weakest part of my position; 
that is to say, the from of the town, which 
ofiered no other difficulty than a palanka^ 
the front of which I had covered; but 
which not being yet 'finished, was every 
where open, apd principally at the two 
little bastions which were to support it; 
but were as yet scarcely marked oiit. I, 
nevertheless, brought some pieces of can- 
non there, which did u9 service. ' The 
battery de la Thuillerie was taken and re- 
taken three or four times. It was defended 
by the troops of the 8th division, com- 
manded by the General of Division Maison. 
— ^The deience of this front of the auack 
does him infinite honour, as likewise to the 
corps charged with its defence ; that is to 
say, the 2d and 37th of the line, and the 
11th of light infantry; as likewise two 
squadrons of the 14th regiment of cuiras* 
siers, commanded by M. Remberg; two 
sqtiadrons of the light troops of the 8tli 
lancers afad 20th chasseurs, commanded by 
tlie Chef d'Escadroa Curel, who led the 
right of the 8th division, and whose con- 
duct in all the charges which he received 
or made against forces so disproportionate 
as theirs, merits the greatest eulogiums. 
The enemy deployed another of his co* 
(to be contkmod^/l 
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In order ikmt mj conntrynen and that (be 
^orld n»7 ttot 1>e deceived, dnped, end cheated 
weTtiih a^^ I, WILLIAM CQMETT, 
if Botfey. ia HMipdnre, jjat 
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llie leUewilil ftctst to wit: That, ou the 24lh 
Jtne, 1809, the foUowing article was pnb- 
Ufliied in a London neWs-paper, called the 
CotJiriB*:— ^* The Motiay amongpt «m LO- 
« CAL MILITIA, whkh brohe mift at Ely, wais 
f^fmimmtth suppreMed ee Wednetdaj by the 
*^ airival of ibor aqpadrons of the CjERHAN 
^ LEGION CAVALRY from Bmy, under the 
^ commaod of Cenetal AnckJaad. ¥lve ef the 
^ tin^leadeia were tried by a Court-Martial, and 
^ MNNwfd 1^ riMive 500 Mktfi MtfJ^ part of Fhich 
« I MH i t ^ i— ifr they received on Wednesday, and 
^ a part was remitted. A $toftptigefN' their knap- 
«" Mfet was the gromid i/i the cemplahM that tat- 
M cilod this mntiaona spirit, whii^ ooeasftaned 
« Mm meft t0 anrreaad their ofiioers, and demand 
<< what thinr deemed their arrears. The first 
<< division of the German Legion baited yesterday 
** ^ KewmaAet on their return to Bury." — - 
-nal, oa the ist July, 1809. i published, in the 
JMitMl Register, an article censnriag^ in the 
amiajMt toram, these prdbeedings; that, for so 
doing, the Attorney O^eralprosecuted, as sedi- 
tMs llbeltetf, and by Ex-Officio Information, 
4ne, and else my prtamr, nyPoW^^ft •«^^»e 
of theprindpal retaUcmef the Pohtnoal Reglsler ; 
ttyf I was brought to trial on the 15th June, 
1810, and iras, by a Special Jury, that is to say, 
Jn \t men eat of 48 appointed 1>y the Master or 
^ Croim ^ftee, lb«Nd gouty; that, on the 
.toil eflhe same mottlh, I was cempgUed ie give 
Ml for my appeatance to receife jndgment; 
and that, as I came op from Botley (to which 
place I had returned to my lomfty and m (arm 
m the evening ef the i5th), a Tipstv went 
4ovNi*imi LoDdMiloefder toteiaaBie^per- 
aoBall^) Ih^ ettlhe9thof Jply, 1810, I, toge. 
ther with my printer, publisher; and the news- 
man, were Drought mto the Qrart of Ring's 
Bench to receive Judcmefllt; that th^ three 
1^1 gi^- tntrntt aeflteBoed to be Imgaaaantd fi>r 
o me mmrtlw 10 the ]Ui|g>BeDch prison; thati 
was sentenced to be imprisoned for two years in 
Newgate, ihe £reat receptacle for malefiictors, 
and the froot of which is the scene of num ero u s 
"•hangings in ^ eoome of every year; that the 
paiit«ttlie|ifismihi which I was sentenced to be 
coafinad is sometimes inhabited by felons, that 
Kons were actniUly in it at the thtae 1 entered 
it ; that one man was taken out of it to be trans* 
-ported In about 48hettrt'after I<wat put into Ae 
• 8amB.yaid withhim^ imd that it is thej»hioe4>f 
MifiiHmieat for mon guilty of unnatural crioies, 
>^ifhom there are four in it sit this time ; that, 
''beside^ this imprisoiimetit, \ was sentenced to 
.pay a^thooMOi'pettMb TO THE RtNO. and to 
igWe Mull^ ftr my good bel^tvioar Ibr seven 



two sureties in tiie sum of 1,000 pounds ksmm^m, 
that flie whole of this sentence has been ezecated 
upon me, that I have been impristaed Aie tww 
yesrB,havie paid the thonmndpemiis tSOTHfL 
KING, and havegiven the bail, Tinm*y Bnpmpi 



and Peter Walker, Es^. being my 
that file Attorney General was gir Vicanr Gtbbs, 
the Judge Whe sat at the trialLord9lenbormu^ 
the four Judges who eat atpaastng s mftmrf 
bopoagh, Grose, Le Blanc, uA tfasl^r 
the jurors were, Themas Rhodes of Hi 
Road, John Davis of Southampton Phice, James 
Ellis of Tottenham Court Road, John ffichm^ 
•f Bayswater, Tboams Mardnm of BiALerStoeet, 
Robert Heathcote of I%h Street Matylehaos, 
John Maud of York Place Blarylebone, Geone 
Bagster of Church Terrace Pancras, Tboasaa 
Taylor of Ited Lion 8qttare, David Deans of 8t. 
John Street, WiUiam i^lmer of Upper ttsast 
Islmgteq, Henry Fivre of Pdl WU that lbs 
Prime Ministers during the time were fl^>cae^ 
Perceval, until he was shot 1>y John Bellinf^ttqi, 
end after that Robert B. Jemunson, Earl of li- 
veipooli that 4he prbseentioiiaBd sen twice tadk 
phKe in the reign of KjQ^GttWfetlie Th0d,««d 
that, he having become msane dnriiu; my impd- 
soonient, the 1,000 pounds was paid to his sob, 
(he Prince Regent, lilUs1>elnflf; that, dorlngriBy 
wnprlsonment, I wrdte and paJlUdied attt Essays 
and LettemApon politiealaalu(Sclti tfart, dnoag 
the same time, I way visited bj peraons tbom tPT 
cities and towns, manv of them as a 'sort of depu- 
ties from Sodebes or'CMbs ; that, at the «xp&^ 
<lanoftaiyhnp fi se m^B nt,enthe»4of#!rty,lWt, 
BtttAnHir » .- - - - . 



-f«w% 



' IB the sum of :i^ooo poondi^ and 



a 9WHt dhaHlr was gltisn In f>a>dpn for ^ i _ 
pose of reeeivmg me, at wIdiDh dinner op^nntt^ 
600 persons vrere present, and at whicb JSir 
Francis Burdettpredded ; that dinners and d»er 
parties werehelg «n the eame^oceasson In many 
ether plscesin Engfamd; chat, ea my way heaK, 
I was received at ALteu, the first town p Hamp- 
shire, with the ringing ef the Church bella; that 
a respectable eon^any met me and gaive me a 
dioMr at Whieheiler^ ^wt I -was drawn -InNn 
moae ttan the distanre <tf a mieiote Betlnl^ 
the people; tha^ upon ay arrival 4ft the ^ilhigf , 
I found all the people assembled to receive saei 
that I condoded th^ day by explaining to them 
the cause -df my Imprisonment, and Sy gi t i a^ 
them dear. nolioBB lesperthm ihe flnagjlagef ifce 
iiocal Militia^nen at ^y^ mm resnectrai^ the em* 
ployment of German Troops ; and. finally, which 
IS mdre tluin a compensatioil for my losses and all 
my snffinlngs, I am in peHbcrlieal A antt atren^ 
and, theogh Imust, /or4heKsnke4>f eiruhlhlian. 
^ the dipipotion that has been i^mdem my 
property (thinking it ri^ in me to dec^ the 
ofier of a sahscriptionVI have the conaolition^te 
see growing up three sons, upon whose beasts^ t 
moit, airthase Jacts s«iUte eagrinreV _; 

wjnxomvCT* 

B9tUyy Jvh/ 23, 1812. 
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. SUMMA«V OF PpUTZCS.. 

Iti&K'NCt.— Oft .ifife'Mi inshflt, Sir 
Wafici? Bufjfett give tw^tce in th^ Houie 
'of CofDtnoiis^ tfiatr ^tti* the recess?, he 
'^boiiM hinoi wr^tttd u tnotten ftn* the in- 
tfothittH^ of a'lJifl, ihe ikjtet ^f whidi 
shtfuW fe, t^ provktei thit tfte tiegentfy 
stouH dtevtlre on thfe J^i/tdfW GhatioHe 
tJW^tSy Itt A$6'thc FHnce Regent shotijd 
dit trtiile f* fetherrcwtirraed in his pteseni 
w«t df IndTpachy to •goVem.-'--'--On^rtiis 
propol^cioti, tchidi so many cSrcUtnstdtees 
tcoocur to itndtt propep,-! should hare satd 
nothhig M jkt^m, had it^iiot betti IbMm 
aiticfc, l»hich, tht day after the tn^kiftg of 
the TDOtiofi, mzt publisfied in the l^fommg 
IPost ncw»*^apeT. That article, however, 
the (emiments of ^ith \vete echoed iii the 
Courtcf of ihes^e dajr, and which scmi-i 
'l&eins a^ ■ obviously 'those 'which tht W- 
rou^-mon^efs' would wish to incii!bati6y 
calln alotid tot anitnadversion. ^Thc ar- 
ticle <ras as follows :-* ^* In speaking of 

** the tyranny of Buonaparte, we have frc- 
«* iquently heard it idvatided that a Despot 
" could "ttol stand ttill, thJit i rotatwry mo- 
«^ tkm, tace thai of the spheto, tvas neces- 
^ Sarv to keep the body politic in its orbit, 
■•* «w fix the pr ittte cejitril force hi secuHty ; 
** and wfe'have subscribed- to the doctrine, 
** because we have seen that Buonap^te 
•* had neirtjer the means of rest or repose 
" within his ch'cle of power. The same 

' ^* remark appffed to a Despot, Jfcbay be a'p- 
^« f Wed to a Demagogue. It is not in his 
•* pwwer to be Sti4l; he cannot say, here I 
** am safe., and it is needless to go further ; 
**an iib{^lse more potent than his o^Tn 
** propels him, and he must advance, for 

"pctreat^ is impossible. Sir Francis 

•* Bordett gaVe a melancholy example of 
•* thiJi in the House of Commons hst iifghi, 
•* when he gave notice of a motion (for In 
** mN)don heiilust be)^osecntetheRcrtrtrcy 
*• of the Kijigdom to the Princess Char- 
"* lotte of Wales, hi the feytnt of thfe de-» 
••* eeast of thfc Prince Rtgeni before th« 

« KIhg. -it woOld be to <tbd5e-tdrHmi>n 

** sthse^ to effer a hint 3t the motivti 

I «• Which «ould indttdp artf M^bttrtjf tht 



•'■ r . > ; — — — two 

"** BritiA !*atlhmeiit to lrritig:fbfiwi«l arfi 
" a proposal eron. Ctuiselessfy to disturb the 
•* eoutitrg^ JiMtts^lg ioAgilatethe minds qf 
'•^ rhen, io Imrodtrce \\\ possible} cmijasitht 
" irtid: disuhitnt^ ark so oivimstf its Jid' 
^"^ iufes^ that whtit? We nartie theto, it h 
'*-only to e)tpress our phy and eontiBfmpt ^E 
'^^ %e *wtakhesrs that oodld think the ttfeaas 
■•* efhcietft for the purpose. We have tfo 
*•■ doubt 1ji/t the propriety', the IhcTrgnatfcfti 
** of Parliament will quash ^o dc^prrcablc 
*^ an attempt in its bud. Tlic disfinpit^htd 
* ^Jtw may oiake their ir^Jlamnudorf sipeechA, 
" attid endeavoof to disseniinahs lltnir taie 
** poismtsy \m the understadifing of tHe 
'< eotmrtiT is tbo good to suffer «trch mistt^- 
•* able eflbt^s to pass whhdtit a retort! rf 
** abhorrenice for t^ietr xhotiVei, thou^ aK 
•< lied to compafesion idx the wealkilfess ii 
^ theii^ foite. . For tte ^^iatt' ^^ %3ftl 
^ hot witer it largi; into the movemeuft of 
" this malignant theme ;— sulfite k to sa;f , 
•< that tteftber the* time, tior'the circtini'*' 
** stances of oor situation, nor the nature of 
** things, nor the calculation of hunuth 
" protrahlltty^ call in th^ stigltte^ ^^H^ 
'** for the dikcussfcn of thfs measure. F<k 
♦* what, then, is it stirrcfi, beyond keepitijg 
** alhre the name of the Pi-ide of the WesN 
^* mfestcr Jifnta, Who can So well apptt- 
*^ cfate'ihe military meWts of a Welling- 
*' ton, to try if it is Within the abilities 
" of the vilest faction that ever oversteppeSl 
** llie license of freedom: in a free cbuntrf , 
" afid by their aCitens proved how far thit 
'* which' h our greatest blessing^ caO be 
♦'converted into our curse? — Tlie suhject 
** is oj too delicaU a nah&e lo admit <\f 
'^^ prematswe consideration; we shall ccrfj- 
•* tent ourselves with directing the attention 
♦* of the holiest arid tlie toytU pan of thjfe 
** community to the treacherous desi^n^ and 
" leave it to those who have mbre-auchorify 
*' thin t)irrsdves to stifle it humanly nsist- 
** once: TRe snake, scdi^thed last si?s^ol^y 
"is yet swelling With venom, and, thouA 
" inslgnificaiit in itself, is yet to be ^a:d- 
'^ ed agaih*t, as the siteading of its venoiff 
** is ifajtirious to the wliofesome body of i^e 

*'Staie.**^ It is not touch uiore than a 

moQth, sml»c this same n^vs-paper, MlgiW- 
fB 
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ing- the Mpmlng Chronicle, asserted, that 
Sir Francis Burdett had resolved never 
a^in to «Bttr the liouses oiF iParliamcBti 
1^ Dcycr^gain appear at a Public dinner. 
^The Public have already seen the proof of 
the^alaehood -of these assertions; and^thef 
will not be long before they will see the 
proof ^ as gross falsehood in the above 
paragraph. Easy as it was to suppose, 
tbat the^e hirelings would endeavour to at- 
tribute a bad motive to any act of this most 
lormidable enemy of the whole tribe of 
hirelings, it really does strSce one with 
astonbhment that any l>ody should be at 
once so foolish and so wicked .as the author 

gf this paragraph appears to be. He 

sets out wkh saying, that it would be to 
abuse common sense to offer a hint at the 
motives of Sir Francis ; and, the moment 
.lielias said that, he begins dislincdy to as- 
sert what those motives are; and, having 
thus resolved to abuse common sense, he 
tells us that the motives are, to disturb the 
country, lo agitate the minds of men, and 
%o mtroiact confusion and disunion,' — r-- 
And does the i^der believe, that these ef- 
tects are to be produced by a timely and 
dispassionate discussion of the question of 
^Ao ought to.beKegent, in th^ event of 
the Prince's death? Dots he belieye, that 
the country will be disturbed^ and that con- 
JusiomxiA disunion will arise, from a pro- 
position to settle the Regency of the King- 
dom inthe person of the undoubted heiress 
to the Throne, espedally when it is consi- 
dered^ that, as it is said, the young Princeu 
is endowed with extraordinary powers.of 
mind for her age i Does the reader disco- 
ver symptoms oi dislojf<Uty in a proposition 

like this ? The hireling talks of *^ in- 

**^ flammatory speeches," and '* endeavours 
*' to disseminate base poison;** and by 
what means ? Why, truly, by proposing, 
that the heiress to the throne snail come 
into the Regency as a matter of course, 
without any delays and debates, in case of 
her Father's death. It is very hard to see 
%ow such a proposition should give rise. to 
'^< inflammatory speeches,'* or how it should 
iaerve as the vehicle of <* base poison."— — 
This writer says that the measure is unne- 
.ce$«ary, and that it is nqt within the calcu- 
lation of human probability that it should 
become Necessary. Sa, because we cannot 
'calsttlate, with any degree of precision, how 
long the Prince will live, we are to make 
no provisions for the carrying on of the go- 
yerament in case of his deam. Tht same 
ai^ujnent mi^t be urged against any man's 
Walking a will, and surely might have been 



urged against that very act of Pariiamait 
which authorized, and which still antfaor* 
ises, the King to make a will. SSr Francis 
Burdett does not presume to say, tlutt^tbe 
Prince is going to die ; he knows that (he 
Prince may live a great number of years; 
but, he also knows, that he may die in a 
week's or a dav's time ; and, anTioni, 99 
he has always shewn himself lo be, toj^ 
cure the Grown in the enjoymeot of^rfl lis 
just rights and prerogatives, he wisWes^ as 
case of that event, to provide a^inst \ j%f 
currence of those interregnums which, vi^ 
have before seen take place. I| is, besides 
time that the people shoulcl bfgin to fiave 
their eyes fixed ^poo her who is to beihci): 
future Sovereiga; it is time, tlut sheshooU 
be introduced to her future people; aocj, 
therefore, it is proper that a propetiiion of 
this sort should be made and disctnsed. — -^ 
We are told by this writer that the subject 
is ^R" too ddicale a nature to admit of pref> 
mature id iscussion. But, in wlut way is h 
too delicate / I see nothing, of great deli- 
cacy in it any more than in any other pro- 
vision respecting a Regency. If, indeed, 
the Princess Charlotte were not the. un- 
doubted heiress to the . Throne; if there 
were any other persons to dispute the title 
with her; if tberewere any appreiicntsiQo 
of rivals of any sort; 'then, inoied, to agi- 
tate the question, though very necessary 
even in that case, might tend to create dis- 
union; but, being, as she undoubtedly is, 
the only person in whose behalf, after her 
Father, any claim can be raised to the po»* 
session of the Throne, it is impossible, J 
think, for any one to believe, that dismiien 
can be created in the country by the in- 
tended motion. ^Yet has this hireliiig 

the audacity to charge Sir Francis with a 
*' treacherous design^" and to call upon 
those '' who have more authority ilaa him- 
*' self, to stifle it by manttf redstance.'' 
Who it is that he nieans here as being pos- 
sessed of such authority, I cannot teu; bat 
I am quite sure, that no such anthority wifl 
be found to exist ^ and, indeed, it would be 
curious to hear any one in authority daring 
enough to attempt to stifle such a design. 
Treacherous^ indeed ! and towards whom.} 
Towards the Grown it cannot be trea- 
cherous, because its necessary teadeney is 
to inculcate in the minds of the people the 
doctrine of lineal succession. Towards the . 
ministers and their master, it canoot be * 
Treacherous, because it h openly avowed. 
It can, indeed, be Treacbonous umuA 
nobody; and it can be considered as hostile 
towards none InU that oligardiy, whose itr 
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Pa^ it Is to \M the Grown and all the 
ibistaibenof the Royal Family as much as 
pbssible dependent upon its will. What 
cib the* I^ople of England want bu^ to see 
the soccess w to regal power clearly mark- 
ed out ? We all remember, the loud com- 
plaints, Which Wef« made only^KHit two 
fem ago against th4 ministers for faaving« 
ii it was alleged, cirrifd on the govern* 
tiieiit for a considerable length of lime, 
Without any one to exercise tho functions of 
Rbyilrf. And, ought not proviste), there- 
fere, to be made to prevent the recwtrence 
^ that rq^robated state of things ? Ou^ht 
iMH provision to be ma<fe for the preventinc 
^ a repeUfiott of those scenes, which took 
place ir^rfae establishment of the present 
mglfticv? And ought an endeavour to ef- 
KCt such i jpTOvision to be i^epresentc^ as 
(he *^ spiteaaing of venom injurious to ihe 
** wholetdme body of the state?"— r^ I do 
not say, that the disdission of this proposi- 
^on may not give rise io the agitation of 
matters of great ditidacyy deeply interest- 
ing to the Royal Parents of the Lady whose 
ri^ts it ii the principal object 6f the in- 
tended motion to secure. But, while Ido; 
not see the rutessitgQl this ; while I do not 
see its necessity^ I am far from saying, and 
lam ferlh»9t thinking, tfaat^stich agitation 
Would be, or could be, at all *' injurious 
*^ to tW wholesome body of the state;" 
ieeiiig that, as it appears to me, the agka- 
liOR' of these matters, and that, too, with 
ndimitcd freedom, must take place sooner 
or later. The a^ation of these matters 
has fcund its way into print. Oxn of print 
it cannot be nut ; the thing must make its 
appearance bef<^, the world; and the 
sooner it dbes so tlie 1>etter ; because most 
of the parties, cono^meS in the matters in 
^juestion, are now living; there are now 
tne means of clearing up every thing to the 
satisfaction of the pe<^le and of the world ; 
and in a few years, those means may no 
longer exist. Therefore, if even this con- 
sequence were to ibllow from the intended 
notion of Sir Francis Burdett, the niotion 
would, in my opinion, be only rendered 
thereby the more proper.— These obser- 
vations I should have considered prematMre, 
had it, not been for the publication of the 
^rtide^ out of which they YiAvt arisen. The 
subject is one of extretne importance, and, 
in all its stages of discussion, I shall riot 
Ul» I hope, to j|tve to It all the attention 
^hidi it iineHts, as well on account of the 
person who has brought it forward as on 
that of the patties more immediately inte- 
in it; ' I shoCildy tbtrefiMTSi hsive 



carelhlly avoided estpressing, at this time« 
any opinion at all upon the subject ; but I 
trust |he reader will be ready to acknow- 
ledge, that it was necessary to say thus 
much in answer to the malignam paragraph 
above quoted. 

Gekiian Troops. The read^ will 

bear in mind, that after the Battle of Sala- 
manca, an order was issued from the Hors^ 
Cuard^y stating, that, in cons^uence of the 
German Legion having frequently distin- 
guished itself during the war in the Penm-' 
sula, His Royal Highness the Prince Regent' 
Had been pleased to direct, that the Officers 
of the corps of that Lcjecion should HAVE: 
Pt|lMANENT RANK IN THE ENG- 
LlSH ARMY. — ^I observed at the time 
of issuing, the order, that this, if I under^ 
stood tbe meaning of the words, wdsnot 
Imvful^ atid that, to give effect to the Onkr^ 
an act of Parliament must be p^issed. ^ ■ 
Since the new Pariiament assembled, a dis-» 
ciission has taken place upon this subject,' 
in consequence of a motion of Lord Folke- 
stone, who is entitled to the thanks of thoi 
nation for the watchfnkijess he has constant-' 
ly shewn in regard to the employiog of Fo« 
reign Troops in this kingdom.--*— -Before I' 
enter iipoiV an account of the dt^kifi io 
which I now allude, it wHI be necessary, u^ 
order to a clear understanding of themattei^, 

briefly to state what the law b. Fust, 

then, the law, as contained in the act of 
Settlement, passed in the 12th and ISth 
of William the 3d, and which act, be it 
observed, expresses the conditions, upoti 
which the House of Brunswick should sue-' 
ceed to the throne of England ; the law, as 
laid down in that act, expressly says, that 
noi Foreigner shall hold, under the Crown 
of these kingdoms, any ofice^ or place of 
trusty civil or milUary. And, I beg the 
reader to observe, that this act is entitled, 
an act for further limhing the GroWn, and 
Mter securing the rights- and liberties of 
the people; so that, in order better toM-' 
cure the rights and libettles of the people, 
it was thought necessary to prohibit the 
Crown from employing Foreigners as of- 
ficers in the army, in case the House of 
Brtflttswick succeeded' to the Throne. — -^ 
Thus stood the law, when, in 1804, an act 
was passed to authorize the King to etahoif 
cettaiQ, Foreigners into corps, and toera* 
ploy them in his service. This was the act 
under which thos^ troops called theGerman 
Legion were raised* It authorised t be Kinf 
to put the men thus raised under tbe oom* 
maod of Fpreigti Qf^tn^ audj of oatoMf 
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it departed horn the act of Settlement in I 
fiiisrespect» because, itsanctioned the put- 
ling of Foreigners into placts of m'dUary 
trust in this kingdom, t must observe 
here, too, that this was a bill o/indcmniiy ; 
ibr the King, or rather his ministers, had 
actually raised the corps and appointed the 
dfficera before the act was passed, and-by 
(ht act tlie Parlianent indeinnijitd them for 
HayiHg done so! However, the act was 
passed, and it became legal for the King to 
^ive Military trust to l^brMgners as Ofioers 
m these par ticulai* corps ;; but, tliai the act 
extendedno farther, tnat it did not author- 
ize the ICing to give them military trust any 
where else than in these corps^ is quite clear 
from die preamble of the bill itself, which 
states^ tha the King; shall be authorized to 
give Foreigners places of military trust n\ 
these corps^ ftEGAUSfe THEY UNDER- 
STAND TyE LANGUAGE AKD^IAN- 
N£ftS OF THE MEN OF WHOl< THE 
GOpPS ARE TO BE COMPOSED, 

• Under the sanction of this act, how- 

ever» or, at least, since this act was passed, 
Foreign Officers have b^en put lipon the 
General, staff; they have had commands 
given theip hi the districts of England ; 
they have commanded 2^ reviews in £ugf- 
Jand.; they have i^d the command in Eng- 
l)ind in some cases^< where even regiments 
of militia have b^n under them ; and, last- 
ly, they have held commissions in English 
regiments } thovgh it would seem strange 
thai thty should have been thus employed, 
teeing, that, at any rate, they are not likely 
to undcrsta^ the language and manners of 
our men better than our native c^^ers * 
-; — Still, h6wever, there was one clause in 
the act of 1 804, which it seemed impossible 
to get over ; and that was, tliat the act 
should cease to be in force at the end, of the 
wco:* Of' course, when peace came, the 
comn^issioHB of these officers must all cease. 
-^.p^This I was well aware, of, and, there- 
hn^ I said that the Order from the Horse 
Guards, if I understood it rightly, was il- 
legal. Not so, the hireling writers of 

the London press. They applauded tiie 
Order) and the Courier news»paper in par- 
ticular abused before-hand any one that 
should. fi»d fauk with it, ass^tic^ that 
i0if one who did, must be a friend of Buo- 
naparte." We now come to the debate 

in question, the whole of which, as pub- 
lished in the Courier aews-papertn the 
11th inst. I have inserted below, and every 
word of Which 1 beg:th0 reader ta attend 
to^ 84 l>dng of the^most iaHx>rtan€e to 
our liberties and oi» ^personal safety ; aye» 



of much greater imporiaaee te timse Uber*^ 
ties than are the events in Spain and Por-^ 
tugal, and, perhaps, even those in Russia 

and Poland. ^Lord Folkestone, as will 

be seen in the account of the^defe^e, cpoi* 
plained that the German officers wereoow, 
to hstyt permanent rank^dXid that tb^were 
shouldering out our own' officerr and takioc' 
the command of our own armies. iJm:. 
PALMEReTON, the Secretary ^t .War, di^ 
not» it seems, think it proper iq support tlic; 
Order &oa the War-office^ 1^ explaiiied 
it to mean, not that the Gennaa officferi 
were to have real rani after the end of cUs^ 
war, as Lord Folkestone supposed^ ' and' ia 
I supposed, and as Mr. Cauniag saiji li^ 
supposed, and as tvtif body^lacr9wApoted| 
but that the Order meant mH^y iJiat 
those officers should) after the wv» ha^ 
their names primed in 4he amm fist od^ 
carding to- the rank which tke§i nod i0ma 
before the ind efthe war^ — -But, wby vn^. 
it not so expressed in the Orders, WKj 
did not the Order say this? Ite Order. 
said no such thing; and, indeed, as (araa* 
words have a deSnite meaning, the Ordb- 
said just the contrary.' It ^d, ^* thai thgKi 
officers, now serving m\\h TEMPORAI^Y; 
rank in the several regiments of that <* cmrps^ 
^hall have PERNtANfiNt nmk «i Ui^ 
British army*" What*cout<;l t^is beuDcIexs 
stood to mean other than that thiese e&pen 
were to come ip and take their tufnis a|l 
promotion in our anny, and, to remaia ii^ 
it with the same security fior the dnratisa 
of their commissions as th^ possessed bf; 
ourtjrwn officers?^— Lord Paimerstoa says, 
however, that this^ennonriic^ related mere-. 
ly to the insertion of their names in the army 
list, afUr the war. If this had beea the 
case, the Order was perfect nonsense; iat^ 
as the reader may see, if he looks back iatot 
the army lists, their names have, £g^ a Inag 
time past, be6i iiiserted in that list. Bot, 
what a gross absurdity Will that listpre- 
sept} wha an egregious piece of folly, if it 
should contain, the names of these officer^ 
•after the war? After the war, tiiey wiU. 
as we have seen^ be no long^ oQioers in one 
service; their commissions die widi ti^ 
war; lUce many othen, peace vroukl W 
death to their occupatioa and their ho^s 
their corps would be disbanded, wd tbty: 
themselves stript of all authority here, aai 
piu back into their, formisr state of offioen 
in the army of the ^leptoc of Hadover« — 
With what prc^rijcty, then, would thw 
frames apipear in the EngUsh army. list; in 
the list of an army to wUcfa tisey wooid aa 
o^ereiYtloni th«i they wofld (o 1^ 
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titutr the meaMnre is oF any solid graund'bf 

8iimp«rr. -Tbere may be room for doubt 

•s to whether the employing of fiMreign 
tMops adrotut be wise or not. That is a 
qoesdoQ which I shall be very willing to 
kave to the decision of those who are in 
cipectation of being able to efiisct *^ the de- 
lmnmc€ o/Ewrape.** h is in England; it' 
is here, in our own country, aad amongst 
oanehresy that I disapprove of the em- 
ployment of foreign troops, and 1 disap- 
prove of it, upon the same pnnciples and 
upon the some grounds ihat it was disap* 
pfoved of by our ibre&thers. I would ra- 
ther that they never should be where an 
Snglisharmy is r bnt, theobject of my rooted 

antipathy is their being in England. It 

does aetm too, rathep ^singular, that we 
•hould stand in need of these Hanoverians 
u assist us in a war in Spain and Portugal, 
whcve, as we are told, ail the people hate 
our enemies^ and love us» Why, if this be 
tnie^ should we go to Germany, and pay 
larger hounties tor troops to assist us? 
Su^y, we might raise troops enough in 
Spain, full as zealous for the liberties of 
that country, as the German Legion is 
likely to be. In short, as I nevfr have 
seenyse^ E cannot now see any good reason for 
the employment oC tlxese troops^ and 1 am 
fully eonvioeedt ^t the day is not distant 
when die public- will be unanimously of 

ray opinion. At the time when the 

£imous Order was issued, the Courier as- 
serted, that there was but ONE MAK in 
Engtand who would object to it, pn the 

sense that it was then understood. The 

hireling is now siUni. 

• Pafer AftAiNST GoL». The discus- 

sions upon this, subject have been revived ; 
but, interesting as the matter is, I must put 
oflFmy observations upon it till next weeic. 
Wis. COBBETT. 
MoUa^yirih Sec. 1S12. 



GERMAN TROOPS. 

pthale^ iri the House of Commons^ on the 
lOih o/Dec.lSny on the Motioh of 
Lord Viscounl Folkestone^ relative to the 
German Troops, 

Lord Folkestone rose to call the attention 
of the House» in consequence of his notice, 
tQ a subject of much importance, which he 
should have felt it his duty to do on an 
earlier day, had he not been i^iiplied to by 
a Noble Lord opposite to postpone it. If his 
-motion for papers were now ol^ected to, he 
^iMwldliofe by the delayi in the erent of a di- 



vision, since many members were necessa- 
rily* absttt. He hoped the delay was not 
asked for ^e purpose of gaminz a greater 
majority. He intended ta make several 
motions for papers on- the subjech He 
had last Session called their attention to ^n 
infraction of the law by the empldyment of 
foreign officers in the British army,, and a 
return was then ordered, which, though 
regular in its form, was still impei^cT, it 
being drawn for the retUm of foreign dBI* 
cers ^employed on home service; and thei'e' 
fore the £iir account was not rendered^ 
which should have included those oit\fo- 
reign service. No adequate idea was 
hen(Be given of. the number of foreigners \h 
our service. One motion^ he should make 
should therefore be, for the return of the 
whole number; another for that of fo- 
reigners on the staff; and another hr that 
of the officers of the 60th regiment of foot» 
who have staff appointments, which was 
forbidden by law. He then referred to the 
order of August last, in the Gazette, as to 
German officers, which stated, that in con- 
sideration of their services, particularly at 
the battle of Salamanca, they should re- 
ceive, instead of temporary, permanent 
rank in the British army. There appeared 
to his^ ^rdship only, one way of tfhder- 
standing this : and which was, that it was 
an attempt to introduce permanently and 
for ever, into our army, these officers, who 
wercy under an Act of Parliament, serving 
only in. a temporary way, till one year 
after the conclusion of the war. But he 
imderstood that another construction was 
put on it, and that his own was an erro* 
neons one. Might he then ask of the Noble 
Lord or any Right Hon. Gentleman oppo- 
site, in Older ta save the time of the 
House, whether he was right in his inter- 
pretation, or if not, what was the real 
meaning of the order? If he misunderstood 
it,, he mi^ht waste time needlessly in argu- 
ing upon it. 

Lord Almerston hardly knew how to 
answer the question. 

Lord Folkeston suted,. that it appeared 
to he an attempt to foistr the Foneign Offi- 
cers into permanent rank in our army,* to 
render them not liable to removal at 
peace, and to nve them all the advantages 
of half- pay, kc. in future on oiu: esta- 
blishment. 

Lord Fklmerston said, that the effi!ct oC 
the order was not to give to Foreign Offi- 
cers any advantages or privileges inconsbt- 
ent with the Act under wlikh they were 
serving. 
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.I4O14 f ^ lM ^ ^i 9M^ if the jwnoircj^ of 
tl^ Ocder w«^ to be coastmed acoDrding 
to the ^onuQoii^VAdQr^tvvJiuft of i^if Eng- 
lish Laogijige, ib^y eert^ii^Ty- ^id.imply^ 
^^|<^. privi^'^ ^ware conii^md Mpoi»: the 
CiScers qf tlte GernnA, tq^ion, which, 
were, t^ aU iigeim and pucp^w, mmr 
ebtfiu with the tenoi of th^ Act -of Pmt* 
l>meiui^ Tim gietat exploi,u of <th(» qmt^ 
anc made the cau«e £cHr cooferriBg wliien 
flOflie great boon. But a^cofidimc fi9 the 
K4»i£ Lord, this gvtu reward which ymi 
purported in the order wae BOt pl^iuk liie«^ 
Iq Ibriper tiai«4| wben British OScers 
intent into (he army- ui the teiq|^ofary iwk 
of su^rior OfficeF% wUhoiift haiviog gone 
throught the i|ir«nor steps, i4 was aiK usual 
foe tliese Officers to g^t. proqiolioQ* But 
DOW, the Gerauin Officers, who awe nmHiy 
temporaio^, are to be introduced in4# enr 
servioe^ are to be promoted, and to shoul-* 
deroutonf old Genial Officers^ who have 
risen prqgressjvely t« their raolu — {Ukmrl 
hmr!j — The Oixlgr should hawe said 
^* ]^mau€ui rapk in the Genaaan L^gittn^.'' 
7mA not in the British Army.. The Order, 
scc9rduig 10 the explaaatioR ofi • N«bk: 
Lord,, was a mavk of abaurdiiy in the. 
O^^fro^^ which itw>s isflued — of want 
of kbowlfdge of the English langu^^ and 
had the effect of deceiving the Officei&of 
the Geroun Legion, besi<K9 caushig much 
iHMasiqasa ul the. British Army. The 
object of his motioi^ thexebre, . wouid be, 
to procure inforqiati#n| by which the Ofi^ 
cers of, the .British Army might undecstaad 
tha( thejp had not received that injury,, 
"which, in the Brcsent state of dieir know- 
ledge, they ceuldaot fail to suppose, that they 
hadsvfiered. His Lordship concluded by 
n^Mning, '^ That aa humble Address be 
presented to His Royal Highness the 
nipce Regent, praying, that His Royal 
Highi«€S» would be pheaacd to order, that 
these should be laid before the House, Go- 
pies of all the Orders which had been is* 
sued irons the Hotae Guards, relative to 
the rank of the Officers in the King's Ger* 
man Legion." 

Lt9d JhUimrsion observed, that the 
short answer he had given had induced the 
Noble Lord to alter his whole line of ar- 
gliment* Had he made an explanation 
eai'Uer, it might have ;pce4i«MDed this ques- 
tion altogether. * iMg jis a . mcjC diflfersnce 
/i& to the iu t^a^jMBBI^ ^.Qc^St and 
the whole gp Hi^MBB^BfcBM ^P^**' 
uiiffbt be mWlJtBI^^SK^^m^n^ 
aud pernpiMBlSiSftfiSn^^crc 
terms thai 




wbididiUBM-#dcertata!)pia in 
Feamraent rm^ meant ihe 

nary Mkik >^mA proeaaiioR of Hm ^^ 

Tetiiporary rank sig»i6cd an etcej^lan, ml : 
was moralif fiveo to those who nieei 
men for radk^ ipd forothtr leasoai^ whscb 
ocQteioned thr grantjQg them hi|^ tmm^ 
mUwm* Tosipoiary ^*aak also was eea-^ 
Ined to particular corps and iowices, bat 
did not give full krwii promoiioa with Am 
real of the army, mt dad it confer hfltf> 
pay* Bui the Houae should be vm^r 
thai il neieer wae in the cenreisylTiito of 
the fraawfs of the Order, oe of dMNo i» 
wbom it was addressed, that k wm tn 4» 
coMMiied otherwise thas ia rnsjienimi 
with the Act by which thtet oor^ were 
sanetiontd. Ilaay^ of our iorei^a corpe 
wove in foct brought intn scrvkoy Msnpieie 
established o»iipa. The Gorm^MM wane noi 
soiy.but thtty had been prevtoiieiy ia the 
Hanowerian service ; asid it was found ae« 
cessary oa thck cdtniog here to oomhine 
them, and to prtsenee the prcvieiis xvAl 
held by their Officers.: diit the ^nriogy 
of, mr service had been peeserved; the 
first Officefs had only temporary rank ; hut 
the. whole of. the corps were, not serving 
with temporary rank* In aU the (bceign 
coi;p6, (he Officers, wh» aince the com- 
mencemeol^of the corps have heett appotot- 
ed Eosigne and Cornets^ had been sd w^ 
pointed and promoied, without aaf <d»- 
tinction from other Officocs of ihe Briiiih 
Armf wk feneoaL ThA Order, in £Kt, 
did not 9pply to all^ the German Oflfeer% 
bat only to those of the higher ranks, wl» 
had entitled themselves to favour nd in- 
ward. But all those Officers were aerr^ 
under a hwr which dndared ar Imit ta 
their services ; and the order eoedd not be 
meant to operate in dehaocc •£ tbo km. 
The Act authorized the granting of Com- 
missions and Letters of S^nrke ; bitt Ad 
not say that these were to be different from 
those df British Officers. To have done 
otherwise would h»«o been injnrioiit to the 
service. • It was,., he conceived, ckar^that 
when the operation of (he law ceaaed, the' 
commissions must fall to (he ground with 
that Act in which they originated. Tbc 
Officers could not be entitled to half-pay, 
for the law fnwbad that. The advantage 
they received by the (Mer waS) ilMwhar 
tb^ Act ceased, iheir rank havhig^ been 
ordinary and pernutnent, their names would 
be'priniod is the Army Lnf ia iheirre* 
spective ranks, and tbey^ would harvt thdr 
honours aad titles rtmatning. Tfttos thefr 
pevaaneM fankdidnot viohne CheliW} air 
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Ufim AmeMfitti Scattt? It appetn to mt 
t9h€ «DxniBtbmg too absurd f v% thmigfat 
poviblt, tbat tUt sclicoifl slioiild have been 
j« cdQtefBphtioa* No: sontthiog m&re 
sMi was, i am luUj oeRviaoed, intended ; 
and, ft lutvingbtcn disoavVMd, tint the 
\mom could not he granted without an act 
of ParUaneiit^ it heeame pmdeat to give 
tfao«uttter«m» Ifthe Order bai gene into 
ofiect agreeobl f to the plain Cngiiih of it, 
It it verf clear that it would have ojperited 
gvwtif to the iojnrf of the mctH of 
curownarmy^ Forinitaace, an Enn^ieh 
cnted might have had twenty or thirty 
of thete German colonels put, at oftce over 
Wb head, if there wtre that nmnber whose 
oo«Bini$sions were of a date prior to his, 
wWch wouid have been extreoely in^^ 
jumoui to him^ and, upon the supposition 
of his having bwrdiasei his oooHmission, 
jwc less unjust man iofurious ; seeing that, 
when he purchased, he could not have had 
in contemi^ion the inlroduction of these 

or- any other foreigners. The matter, 

howwer^ ha» now been -explained, and 
with -that explsqiiation I ohould have been 
satisfied for the present, if other matters, 
oonnec«ed with it, had iiot been introduced. 
While the order was, in the debate, ck- 
plained not to mean that the Germans were 
&>'have ranit permanently in our army, 
grent pains were taken to inculcate the opi- 
oioui that ouch a favour would not have 
hMQ too great for their merits. The 
pnuses bestowed upon them were nnbound- 
od ; lone member appears to have been un* 
derstood as giving them ihe preference to 
Eoglifth officers ; and Lord Palmerston, 
rather indiscreetly, as it turned out, called 
npon Lord Folkestone to look at the GA- 
ZETTES, if he wished 4o know whHher 
Uu eetmmns had^ of had nai^ DISTIN- 

GUISMED themselves Aur'tngihe war. 

Lmtl Folkestone accepted the challenge, 
which was repeated by General Stewart. 
His Lordship said, ♦* With respect to the 
f' ^desire, or rather challenge, of the gai- 
<< lam Officer (Stewart) to look to the ga- 
^*> uUe&^ in order to ascertain the achieve- 
^ menrs 6f the Gemnn Legion, he (Lord 
^^ F. } had taken occasion to review those 
«^ gaxottes^ because a smrilar desire had 
^* been the night before expressed to him 
^< by others, and he was happy to find that 
-'^ jts glory, as it appeared from the losses, 
^' ihe Mritish army was not inferior^ com- 
^^ pared with those highfy^applauded^ those 
■** pMHkuhrlf^dfyHtred Foreigners. For 
*•• whM was the comparison? Why, let 
^ IhiHome mi ihe C^im/ry jndge from a 



« few ^stances."— HJs Lot^sbip ihei 
made the following comparative staidoeat^ 
a copy of which he has done me the heuour 
to transmit to me. 

Battus Of Tajulv|bra* 

Merman Leojon jos^y ^n an «▼#* 

n^ per Battalion ... 22 103 125 
Uritwli f^ghnentsy on an average, 

hat . _ 18 91 109 

BATM.B on ws DAT ntvmiB. 
Oemaa Legion— S!t9«a#f«2i*iii of 
laAuiti^ and mis tegimenit af ^^ 
Cavdry . SS IfS 156^ 

One English Battalion (2d Sal- 
tation, 87th Regiment) . • . «r i'Sft le^ 



Battle or Bvsaco. 

Germans-^ BattalioQs and 2 de- 

tachqients ........ iff 49 50 

EBgtt0li^l*Batti«mf45tfaRegt » Its 1^ 

1 Battalian slth Aegt Jit lOe t5$ 

Battle of Babrosa. • * 

Germans -^Not one either killed 
orwooBdedt 

Affair of Sn May, 161 1. 

Germans-^ Battalions . . . S 2a «• 

English— 1 Battalion 7lst R6gt. 8 58' 4^. 

1 Battalion Tfth Regt. 5 * 19 ■ 24 



Affair of 5th May, isil. 

Germans— 6 dattaliom ... 3 43 

English— 1 Battalion 7lst Regt. 15 74 87 

t Battalion 79th Regt. 27 135 iS 



61 



8te6e of Badajos, from 5 to 11 June, isn, 

Germans-H6 Battalions ... 1 2 3 

English— 1 Battalion 51st Regt. 26 78 104 

Assault of Cuidad Rodrico. 

tenglisliloss ...... 130 496 6«6 

German loss •...., p 

Capture of BaoaJos, 1812. 

Engiishlou «68 2402 3070 

German loss . 

Battle of Albusra. 

Germans, 2 Battajions^ ... ^ 96 104 
Eiigrish, 2 Battalions of the 

7th Regt. ,' . . . . . .125 557 682 

lB«ttafion,48thltegt. . . . er ^ tfl 

lBattaUon,29thiogt. ... 00 sS 3^5 

MATR.B OSP SaLAKARCA. ' 

fcndotePrse, 1hkwat1hehoHle,Mihe detdeper^ 

Armed ^wkkk, ike ordiFMmsmued) 

Germans, Mafttalions. .... 9 87 96 
EMlish, 1 Battadon, (the Srd of 

fto 1st Foot,). ..... 2^ 137 160 
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iBitHYkMinbB^tt . . . . so 175 tff 

iBfttaJioD^ntHKegt . . . 45 S96 M 

1 Battttioii, dBiM Regt. . . , 16 i«r liS 

lB^ltalioii,6SacRegt . . . 44 StS ^ 



148 1057 190fi 



5 other EngiBali BattiOioiii, (be- 
:. iag th« 5 who ioffBred least io 
the eDg^gementy) lo»t • • . * 



10 10 
148 1047 tf 15 



-.] 
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^Tbtt k, (dm4lBf these imm- 
' bers by 10,) on an aimrafo 

per Batuhooy . . 
That is, for each Me jSngUsh Battalion* mmis than 

the jfM Genaan Battalions pat together. 

Now, reader, English reader, when you 
liave looked well at this, look once more at 
the ORDER in question, which said that, 
^* In consideration of the King's German 
<^ Legion having sofrgjuenily disiin^uished 
** Uumseivts against the enemy, durmg the 
«< campaign, but pariicuUufy ai the baliU 
*^ of Salamanca^ His Royal Highness the 
«( Prince Regent, actinff in the name and 
««oa behalf of His Majesty, has been 
*^ pleased to order that those Officers now 
•' serviog with temporary rank in the se- 
*^ veral regiments of that corps, shall have 
^< permanent rank in the British army, 
^* from the da<e« of tfteir respectife Corn- 
et missions." Here,* then, are we all in a 
iituatiou to judjje. " Upon this review," 
added Lord Folkestone, ** the Country 
<« may decide which description of force 
*< encountered more danger, suffered more 
•* loss, gained more glory, or was entitled 
<< to more praise. To some persons he 
^\ knew it would be absurd to appeal. 
«< From thos^ who paid more regard to 
«* their own will than to law or reason ; 
<* from those who could originate an order 
<< apparently designed, and since it was 
«« issued he would undertake to say notori- 
•< ously conceived, to involve a direct vio- 
** htion of law, he could not expect due 
*^ attention. But he looked to the consi- 
* «< deratiob of the Genttemen of that House, 
<< who must feel, thkt whatever difference 
«< of opinion it^ight prevail upon general 
*< questions, the explanation of this extra- 
« ordinary order was calculated to do 
** good."- A great deal of good, cer- 
tainly, and for which the country is in- 
debted to Lord Folkestone, who by this one 
act, has, in my opinion, rendered greater 
lervice to the country than would be ren 
dei^ by the driving of the French out of 
^pain. — .That the Order was generally 
understood as putting the Germans upon 
cxuctly the same footing as our owo offi- 



^ pennaneail situation in our anny^ .)a ▼fx|p 
clear, and, indeed. General Stewart ^ 
fenied ike Order in that scnsi of ii. Lm 
Palroeraton said, indeed, that th# Gcn|P|p 
Oficers did not so understand it; and^ m 
proof of theti:uM|of his asseniflD, be said 
he had a letter to that efifea from mtte 
German Barop, who is a Gcperalj fcoCy 
upon a quesiioD being put to Lwd ntoer* 
ston by Lord Folkestone, the former cm- 
fcased that the said letter vra» written afkf 
ike katerkad given notice of his mii^* 

Upon this occasion the old docttiiiea; 

that is to say, . the doctrfaies of tb^last wrf- 
to-, were advanced in defSence of emplofiag 
these foreigners in England, and hir. 
Ansonby^ the le^er of the wA^, Ug^ 
ged to be understood {as not pardcipatii^ 
in the *' vulgar prejudiuf?' which were 
said to exist against employing thite 
foreigners in England. Sir U. Ifildaaf 
is also reported as havii% disclaimed mch 
prejudices. They were well answered by 
Lord Milton, who said, that he must 
protest against any foreigner whatever* be* 
ing appointed to commands in E ngi a ^ , 
ac^ that he could inake no ezoeptiott 1^ 
favour ai Mmaverians^ for that they wei^ 
and never had been adbfcds of the 



not. 

King of England.-— ^It was urged* hy 
Lord Palmerston and others, in defence of 
the employing of foreign troops, that Buo- 
naparte did the same. This iR(as urged 
once before, and it was once before oh* 
served in. answer, that it ought to be 
shown, to make it a case in poiiu, thai 
Buonapan^ employed foreign troops 
in France; that he gave them 0091- 
missions in French regunmUs $ that he 
gave them command of military districu m 
France; no part of which has ever beeot 
and, in my opinion, ever can be, shown. 
«— Besides, must we do a thing, or think 
a thing right to be done, because he does 
the like? What would, be said of me if I 
were to insist that we oo^ tp.abolish tidies, 
for instance, because tithes have been abo* 
lished iu France ?" Nay, to come jdoser f» 
the point, what was sak), aod what was 
attempted to be done, to the editor of the 
Independent Whig, because he found fanA^ 
>vith our Government for not treating oar 
soldiers in the same manner, that Buona** 
parte treated ^his soldiers? This, vxg^ 
sing the cases to be perfecdy similar, is no 
justification at all of the measure. Bat 
nothing can, in my opinion, be moie di»- 
similar^ than the two cases, and the uie of 
the afipuaent only tends to shew btm des- 
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eutUf GdQiidcKatioii could have induoed 
Umi as a membei: of ihat HousCt acting 
upon coosCimtioDal principles, to have 
lent bis sauccjon to such a measure, had it 
possessed the character which he and the 
country had erroneously attributed to it. 
To all that had been said of the services of 
the brave Genpan troops he most beartily 
subscribed ; and if any question had. arisen 
with respect to their merits, the House 
must feel that the gallant and generous tes 
timony just borne lo those merits by a 
kindred spirit, would have been coqclusive 
on the subject. fHear 1} fiut it was no 
disparagement to the gallant General who 
had spoken so much to their credit and his 
own, to say, that while that Hon. Officer 
looked at the question witn a military eye, 
it became the House to consider it with a 
view to its bearing on the Constitution. 
While he cordially concurred in all that 
had been said, and in all that could be 
added in praise of the German troops, he 
could not let his fcelihgs, or the consider- 
ation of tht existing crisil, so bx over- 
power his duty to ^ country as to forget 
(as he thought the Noble Secreury at War 
teemed at one time to forget) that it was 
' necessity alone that justified their employ- 
snent. Although no man, rationally cou- 
aidering the circumstances of the times, 
could objeA to their employment, yet it 
4Night always to be remembered, that to 
employ them was the exception and not 
the rule. . Looking, therefore, at the Or- 
der as it had been generally understood — 
as it had been understood by the public as 
ivell as by himself— an understanding, he 
must observe, mainly supported by the 
comments with which it was accompanied 
at the lime the Order was issued iu pub- 
lications, which, though certainly not au- 
thorisfd, were widely circulated— an un- 
derstanding, of which the report of that 
night's debate would convey to the country 
the first. contradiction — he must say, that 
it would have involved a principle from 
which it would have been imperative on 
HvBtk utterly to dissem. In the best and 
earliest times of our renovated Constitution 
-—in the reign of that hero to whom we 
^arere Indebtedfor that Gonstltutidn— m the 
*^ca$e of the. very troops which had been 
called in to secure the establishment of that 
Constituti<m — in the case of the l>utch 
troops in the service of King William, al- 
though that great sovereign and benefactor 
of the country descended sdmo^t to suppli- 
.cate the Hotise of Commons to allow him 
•^o retain his own guards, they wodld not 
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pennit it as.soooast 
presence ceased ta esist; not willra 
wise and unprecedented aeal, but in the 
spirit that had thus grown. up with the 
Constitution iuelf, it would have behoved 
every man in that House to look at the 
Order in question, bad its purport been 
such, as until that night it had uoivessatly 
been supposed to be. Although he.Vii» 
not in the habit of paying the Noble Loid 
who made the motion many complimiencs^ 
he could by no means indulge in any sneer 
against him, for having brought under the 
consideration of Parliament a docuoj^cm so 
enigmatical, as even to deceive the compa- 
nion in arms of those to whom it related. 
On the contrary, he thought the NoUe 
Lord was in the present uMtance .entitled to 
the nratitude of the House and the countcy» 
Iqx having produced the eBq)lanatioQ which 
had been aQbrded by the Noble Secretary 
at War, and for having put him (Mr. 
Cannii^) in a shuatioo which permitted 
him, instead of supporting the Noble • 
Lord's motion, to pay him a compliment^ 
and vote against it. 

Lord FoUeisiont made a short reply to 
the various arguments that l^d been ad- 
duced a^inst his motion. He expressed 
his astonishment that any Honourable M a m - 
ber should come down and eulogise the 
Xvernfan troops, holding them up as supe- 
rior to British troops. 

General Sienfori spoke to order, denying 
that he had characterized the German as 
superior to the British troops. On the con- 
trary, he had avowed his partiality of the 
British troops, and particularly Briiish 
cavalry; in^ancing, at the same time, a 
regiment of German cavalry, which had 
nobly distinguished itself. 

Lord FoUishm continued. He under- 
stood him distinctly to have spoken of other 
military departmenu also, in which he had 
given the preference to the Germans.. He 
would contend, in opposition to what had 
fallen from the Secretary at War, lhat Banm 
Unsmgen had actually for some period com« 
manded the Eastern District, and ordered 
out the militia regiments at Ipswich. This 
was contrary to the express words of ^he 
Act of Parliament, which, in sanctiooi^ 
the employment of those Foreign Offioersi 
expressly stated that they were only to ba 
allowed commands in their own particular 
corps, <^ inasmuch as they could best drill 
them, from being acquainted with their km« 
guage and manners." He should also state, 
that in the teeth of an Act of ParliaoieoCt 
part of the <K)th regiment^ caisodoulf {pr 
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mnict in Afitela;Wal sort to the Pcnittr 
stilt.- No mm would object to such ««• 
nbymcnt of dien, if Iftinistorti insttid of 
bveftkieif an Act of Pariiameiit, wo«jdd ooaie 
to Faritfloiciit sod point out the neecMity 
of iudi a cUange of destfnatida. Upon oc- 
casions of tbH nature, thtre was somothing 
else to be consult^ besides the map of Eu- 

avt. He tbodght it as necessary to con* 
ttbeConstitntion afidthe Act o^ Settle- 
ment. Not only at the Revolution did our 
atoocitors refuse to allow Dutch troops to 
otay in this country, but on the accession of 
tiK House of Hanover, there was an Act, 
the very last year, which had directly in its 
contemplationthe employment ofH anoverian 
thMips. It was against this very description 
4lf.!oe, that our ancestors shewed a tonsd- 
tuiional jealousy at the time of passing the 
Act of Setdement. The Noble Lord then 
Aadefr statement of the losses otthrGerman 
oorps in the different great actfons in the 
Peninsula, which he thought #ould give a 
£iir criterion to judge whether they signa- 
liflid themselves more than British troops. 
At the battle of Talayera, the German bat- 
mlions 4iad' certainly sufiered more loss, 
ttpon^an average, than the British, but in 
«very other action the balance was the other 
w^r . A-t Barrosa,. Ciudad Rodrigo^ and 
Bad^jos, no^ Germans were ebgag^r and 
at jBosaco theeir loss was viery trifling in- 
deed. He then stated the amount w the 
German loss hi Ihe different actions, and 
compared it with the loss of some British 
battaikitis, which was much more severe. 
This mode of comparison, he allowed, might 
be considered unfair, if a positive superiority 
had net been claimed on the part of the 
Cormons. Lord Folkestone concluded with 
observing^ that if the Noble Lord's expla- 
nation phived satisfactory to the public, he 
should he content in the reflection, that no 
lAooniiderable portion of the object he had 
in view was accomplished. 

Lord Pdlmersion^ in explanatioui con- 
tended, that he had not expressed any con- 
tempt of the Act of Settlement. The com- 
mand was temporary, and was founded on 
tile Article of War, applicable to the Ger- 
man Legion, by whith these Officers took 
.precfedence. He also saw nothing incon- 
aistekit or OKonstitutional hi the assumption 
«€ the command of a district bv General 
Inisiiigen, as it must have devolved upon 
him in the absence of ^ Lord Ghatham, and 
was petfcctly agreeable to the Article of 
War to which he had alluded. The Noble 
Lord appeared to have totally mistaken the 
nature of the reference to the Gasettes ; for 



dw-pvopef) ud iafaotr <bo only way %n 
Bake«4ho raiitfeaeo was, to <it«blisk a. ham 
estimate by the oompariMa of mw ah ere , as 
oqnai as possible, betwein'Ocrtaia pn>par- 
ttons or oorps of the Sntash ^Okj wmk die 
German Legion. 

Lord MkMltme nuintainod that he bati 
founded his etiimale upoa thpt veryxoai* 
parison which he was chaiged wkia aoc 
having made* 

Mr. Whitbremi paid a compliaaant to tlw 



generous and Ifttral setitimentsm^nii aaw \\ 
y a gallant General (Stewart) on tfae€«ai« 
nent service and.distinguisfaod.brawy ^ 
the German troops employed ia Spain. ■ 
The mutual euthusiasm a^d nnUaiitftii ooa* 
fidenoe excited in the Officers of the aia^^ 
by the exploits of others serriag wkhtkca^ 
ought however to increase, insMd «< Imieo^ 
iog the jealousy with whieh wa oagbt to 
guard agunst the incorporation of Coieign 
troops with our owm. This, was not a mili* 
taiy question, nor one in which we wereio 
appeal to the sentiments of the anay* It 
was a constitutional question, on which the 
Members of that I|ouse were to decide, as 
the guardians of the rights and dvil liberties 
of the CQumtry. W&t he had risen for^ 
\ was to dimi the attention of the (Ioum to 
a eircun^atoncc^ whidi had not been nocioedt 
the afitctation yvhich so generally and ridi* 
culously prevailed, of imitating the Anu 
of foreign soldiers. From 4he known pcs^ 
dllect^on for thb dress in a certain <piarttr^ 
our troops were so Germanised or- FiaMh^ 
ified in their appearance, that the most sen* 
otts Consequences were to be appreheoded* 
In fact, English s^diers hod fallea^ and 
English Officers been taken pnaoners in 
consequence of mistaking a corps of French 
troops for otir own, and in the retreat from 
Salamanca, oneof our Officers wasaearbe^ 
ing killed by order of a brother Oiiary 
who supposed him to be French* Nm* 
withstatiding the general sense entertained 
on this subject by the army, either la* 
monstrances had not reached the aonrcc 
from which the remedy must apring, or had 
been ineffectual, so far had taste prevailed 
over jtidgment. Whatever migtit he ow 
admiration of foreign troops emploved widi 
our own, there was sorely no aeea to^soa^ 
fbimd the two services together, each mkht 
retain a distinct, tmiform, and iadepeamt 
character of its own. l(e osuid not abstut 
from expressmg his concern at the coiicka^ 
sion of the spimh of an Heo« Gentlemaa 
(Mr. Gaitnmg,) who after the atrengcst and 
most jporad^ arguments in favour of tiir 
propriety of the ^motion, expossal ia ianp' 
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aftct^ migmi of BrkMi Offioere. Per- 
iiwim* rmk kaid tiM>ad«aMage over ibe 
tOMpomy iathegpnenil ftitny protaootkNK 
TbmAtt .for tfat Gtrmaa Legiod aothdriztd 
tbs pnidag M ibe anidw of war, one ef 
vriuek A-ecied tbit «dMii serving with 
odbcr forps, (be •cnkNr Officer of ehber 
vwtt tet^^BJiiwit, a» m^ mM in tbe 
aMoy m gtiieral.^ The Officers of the Le- 
(kiH ^ regtrd^' riMlr, had atws^s beeh 
pm iA ^riMt IS' permanent. So far ftrnk 
thiiMhr MiibliDg'them to shoulder BrK 
tieli OSkms-kim their pronotlon, ie ^ve* 
thttfr ill pfietiee *n6 advatiftage whatever, 
cither in rank or proccdcnee whfeh thejr 
had not belore ei^yed. It might then 
imtnraUy he asked, why anf order was b- 
sMd which ih its ^fihet appeared a nnllity ? 
It was hecaose the GominaQder in Chief 
thought it wa» hnt peying a weli-deserved 
conpHmcnl to a meritorious body of men, 
who had signalized theteeWes not only in 
otM action, hat throughout the whole cam- 
paign. It Was a compliment which he 
wiseonvinc^ weotd be gratifying to the 
feelfaigs of imny of the Officers t>f that 
corps, that they should retain, after peace, 
the military rank and titles which they 
might aeqaire by their honotrrablc services 
in fhe course of the war, He knew tl^t 
many had an objectioli t^ employing fbreign 
soldiers on constitutional principles. He 
thought^ however, thai those who Consi- 
dered the cireumMances of the times, as 
well as the Constitution of the country 
vrould notob^t to thdr being employed 
at presents If any man would look at the 
msp of Europe, aiid see what a portion of 
it» popuflatioh the enemy had forced into 
hostility against this country, — if he were 
aleo to consider the limited population of 
these tvro ishnds, and the extensive colonies 
we have to defend, and the navy we have 
to support, it appeared to him feirdly pos- 
sfbk that ^ueh a man wonld now adhere to 
the idea of not employing foreigners in our 
service. Surely it wonM not be said, 
that the individuals now alludfed to were 
ofejects t>r censure or dlstrast; ' He would 
htg the House to consider, who were they?' 
They Were not adventurera intruding them* 
selves into fhe s^ice of the country, but 
they were Germans-^he tlatural subjects 
of our own Sovereign, who preferred an 
honourable exile to an ignominious servi- 
tude; -and Who were bomid by allegiance 
to the same Soverei^ who ndes in this 
ceimtry.' As to the Valu^ of their ^r- 
vfceis. it WoitM be seen from the perusal of 
the uUKietit Guettcs' which* were pub* 



Risked in the ccjurse of Che summer. ' Thet^ 
was no action in wliich part of this gafl^sit' 
corp» was not fei^emestm every danger, ft 
did im appear to him that theNoble Lordi' 
liad laid before the House suffieientgroundir 
fov. the production of papers; but, he' 
thought it weuld not be sufficient for the' 
HMue hflftly to rejeet the motion on thir 
gfoand. He thought tht Honse shoolha' 
not idlow itself to be supposed to concur 
in the idea of its being iljegal and uncon* 
stitutional to employ foreign troops, and" 
that h would b^ well that tbe new Parlia- 
ment ihottid have its opinion some way 
understood ot the legality and propriety of 
coMinning the present system of employing 
evtty means of carrying on ofifensive war-* 
fare which prcsentnl itself in the present 
circumstances: 

-Mr. J^ns&nfy objected particularly to 
the last part of the Noble Lord's speech.' 
He hoped that the House would not on the 
present, or any other occasion, express ati 
opinion on a subject not connected with thef 
motion that was before them, llie Noble 
Lord (Lord Folkestone) had not said a' 
single word about this general question o^ 
employing foreigners, nor about the meritif 
of this particular corps ; and, therefore, if 
the House were ^o give an opinjoii upotf 
those ^stions, it would be upon subjects 
not before them. He was extremely gladf 
that the Noble Lord fLord P^dmerston) 
had given the explanation he had done; 
and the matter having tieen so explained, 
he now saw nothing illegal or imconstitu*' 
tional in it. It seemed that the order was 
only intended as a compliment to the Ger- 
man Legion; but the Noble Lord (Folke« 
stone) had certainly understood the order 
in the same way that be, and, as he be* 
lieved, the public aho had understood it^ 
It appeared now, that in the language of 
the War Office, the word pentument 
meant iempordry. ' If the ~ Noble Lord 
(Lord P.) however, had been assured, 
that on accotmt of his services, the place 
he held should be a permanent one, he 
stipposed diat he woqld think it hard, if, 
at the end of the year, or at the conclusion 
of the wiir, he thduld be removed^ and 
told that permanent and temporary' 
meant the same things. If the officers to 
whom this order applied, were reaHy 
highly ^ratified and pteasea with it under* 
the explanation now given, he must say, 
that they must be as disinterested a set of 
soldiers as ever lived. He was certainly . 
awire that the Word permanent could nor 
be mictly appKed to any portion of our 
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^rmy, whidb oniM ^W imr co year bf 
tbe auinual Mutinjr Act; aipid if tkerewas 
no inteDtioQ of giving tWe fbveigii offiotn 
comaiaod in our amy longer tban the pe- 
iijod uoder which they bad been engaged 
li^ the saoctton of Parliament, he saw no 
dkfoctioa to^ the measuce. He had heard 
that there were oiany persons who enter- 
tained an aversion to foreign- troops, and a 
iuMtile feeling to those GeroHuis ; be wish- 
ed particularly to state that he had no such 
fceiinga. fJHkary hear.) He had heard 
from many officers of high rank, that soiae 
corps had very iiighly distinguished then- 
aelves against the enemy, and he felt nei- 
dier aversion nor distrust towards them« 
Hevertheless he adhered to the opinion^ 
that Parliament ought generally to look 
with a constitutions jealousy to the emt 
pbvment of foreign soldiers, especially 
witnin this realm. 

Sir H, Mildmay said, that he should 
vote for the motion. He had no. objection 
to tbis corps as Germans, but he objected 
merely . to the manner in which they were 
employed. 

Lord Milion believed, that in point of 
fact, German officers had in this coimtry 
commanded districts, and British regi- 
aHQts; and he particularly alluded krBa* 
conLinsing^ Now he uoughttfairwas 
aot a proper employment for Foreign Of- 
ficers. He had no objection to their being 
employed in commands abroad, but he did 
not like (o see them in command in this 
country, except in their particular corps. 
In tfab distinaion he conceived himself 
ibunded on the true principles of the con- 
stitution. 

Lord Udmerston said, in explanation, 
that with the Officers of the German Le- 
gion from its first foundation, their tempo- 
rary rank gave them corresponding com- 
mand. In the case of Baron Linsingen, 
the command of the district would have 
naturally devolved upon him, on the re- 
moval of Lord Ghatham ; but the fact, as 
he believed, was, that the Baron never 
had commanded a district, as an older 
English Officer was inmiediately appointed 
to it : he had only commanded at the 
depot. 

Lord Milion repeated his persuasion, 
that the Baron had for some time actually 
commanded the Eastern district. 

General Stewart could Bot> as a military 
man who had seen the services of those 
HX)rps, remaui silent upon the present oc- 
casion. He would ask the Noble Lord 
(Lord MillonJ why; when they vrere in- 



Planted wi^ cowmawrfs a j(ad»t the i 
they sboold not be equally tnitled in i 
country? Lord WcllingttMi had mtrustcd 
the command of the lij^t division, ii4iicla 
was one of the finest in the whole army^ t» 
Baron Alten* Notwithstanding the fiar- 
tiality he naturally felt for English tyopf^ 
yet the Germans had so emineatly <fiat^ 
guished themselves in the Penmsula, tiiae 
he was sure, if it was put to the whole 
army to say, whether they ought not to- 
have penmment rank, there would not be 
a dissentient voice. When he first ttaA 
the Order, he certamly did understand k 
in the sense which the Noble Lord f Lord- 
Folkestone) did, (loud cries ofketiry kear)^ 
and in that he would approve of it. He. 
had witnessed the merits of the Gecmaa- 
troops in the Peninsula. The 1st regiment 
of Hussars was the admiration of the wboie 
army; and in the department of Quarter^ 
Master-General, he knew some German* 
Officers, who, he thought, ought to be. 
preferred to British Officers. Besides. 
great clearness and diligence, many of them, 
possessed advantages acquired hefi>re the. 
war in the Peninsula. 

Lord Miiton begged to be allowed t» 
«ay in explanation, and in answer: to the. 
Gallant General who-ooctld. not apprehend 
why, if it were allowable to intnist com^ 
mands to German Officers abroad^Atfliinild 
not be considered allowable tointnisttiK 
them commands at home, that the very^ 
reason was, that in the one case M^ com^ 
mand was in Portugal, and in the other ia 
EngUnd. 

Mr. Canning confessed that his mind 
was inexpressibly relieved by the explana- 
tion which the Noble Secretary at War 
had given of an order, which^ tmtiithat 
hour he certainly imderstood, in commoa 
with the Right Honourable Gentleman op- 
posite, in common with the Public, ana» 
as it now appeared, in common even with 
one of the gallant leaders of that army with 
which the German Legion was immediately 
connected, to import no less than the com- 
munication of, permanent rank to the Of- 
ficers of that L^ion, in the sense in wiiich. 
that term was tisiully interpreted in the 
British army. His mind was inexprtnihly 
relieved by that explanation, becwse it 
proved, that in fact, the Law and the 
Constitution had not heed vi<rfated. It 
gave him great satisfaction to learn, that 
tne order in question was not so ineftctive 
as the Noble Lord had described it la bet 
fiir whatever might be his sense of the 
merit of the tioops to which it referved| lie 
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! guage wbioh ^xdf Om Gcndcnian could 
CfMBmand, Jiad dcdarad bis^ iate^tioa of 
XotuM against it* Thiscondiict of.the Hoiu 
Gentleman was, liowever, aothtog new ; he 
Had bten a g«ojd t)ei|l in jthe luibits, of speak- 
ing on on^ aide ^ ihe ^[uestiou, and giving 
his vote on tb^e. other; .nor could* be, evc^r 
alter to-night, think iMnseif jsntitfed to cal- 
culate upon his support in a^iviaioBf from 
the aiptmenta Jie mi^t. luie in the course 
di the debate* 

; Lord /klmersum-f in answer to aninquirf 
fpm Lord Folkestone, •n what ;|uthoriijr he 
bad sutcd that the Oficers of the Germaa 
L^ion understood the -order relating to their 
receiving permanent ranko^tly ii^/a qualified 
senQje^ ^id it was firom a letler hrc^a General 
Dekin, who l](adexpre$fted himself distinctly 
to^that efiiBGt. 

Lord folkemmu^ wishing to know the 
dateof t^tletter» Lord Palmerston repliedi 
that it was tubsequent to the notice of hit 
Lordship's 4Mttion; 

The H^iomwiM ihoi -.negatived without 
a division. . 



OFFICIAL PAPERS. 

kkpdri qf Monsieur ihe Marshcd Couvion 
^^,Oyr tcf ms Highness the Prinu Ma- 
jor-General. 

• ( Continued from page 7M, J 

l1^Dll6 before the front ef the (kh division, 
commanded by M. General Legrand. ^ He 
priBcipauy d tree ted tos attack" against a 
battery which was not completed, on the 
left 'bank of the Poiota, and which thus 
becatne the centre of the division of Le- 
pand^ Three or four times he endeavour- 
ed to obtain possession of it, and was -al- 
ways i^cpulsed witb that loss wliich is ever 
experienced when ^uch enterprises cannot 
succeed. Up to the affenioon the enemy 
hod not daced to attack the front of the 
right bank of th^ Poiota, some points of 
wmch were tolerably well intrenched and 
iinieiied; but about four o'clock they de- 
bottcbcd from the road df Sdbit and Riga, 
and Itidously and in a crowd marcfaiedu^on 
the kftr flank of. the town, aupported by 
the column wliich debouched frem^ ihe 
Naval njad.-^;-^^! wished to have allowed 
all that fine ardour to 'be Bpent v^tx two 
redoubts^, constrticted and occupied by ^the 
Bavarian anillerf and troops, and neces- 
sary to their defence^ commanded by Ge- 
ittral Vicente ; but the success of the 2d 
division, commanded by General Merle, 
as well as the 3d regiment of Creates, in 
opposition io 'their settled disfosttions. 



precipiuted themselyes before the Russian^, 
and fought that 'fury with remarkably 
bravery, order, and sang /raid. We, at 
least) brought the Russian^, who m^de 
this attack under the walls of .the ^own^ 
where the carnage we caused them, fro^ 
the morning, ujj^on all points of tncir whole 
army, only terminated witb night. Hi^ 
Rus&ians, notwithstanding their superio* 
jriiy, kit the ground heaped with corpse8| 
' and did not succeed in ai^ of their attacks* 
— 1 — ^Notwithstanding the success obt^ne^ 
on.t^isday, I was utieasy iii the evonin^ 
respecting ihe success my cavalry might 
have met with upon thfi left bank of the 
Dwina. On this day, I had depi:ive(l . 
myself of the greater part of my cavalry^ 
to be easy respecting my rear«. In. the 
evening, General Carbineau, whose bn? 
gade of horse, extremely fatigu^', had 
not penetrated beyond the Orsdiatf, ?na 
had met, according to his account, with 
some cavalry and a few infantry; as.Ii^ 
was perfecdy satisfied in this respectf 
liaving, at his disposition three battaiiooy 
of Bavarian infantry, I waited the follow^ 
i^g day with mi^c^ tranquillity.— ^--Oo^ 
the l9th, at break of day, we saw' th^ 
enemy in movement upon the. line, occu^ 
pied in i^tifying their position* and iarm^ 
ing a half circle round ours. About ten iq 
the momix^, an Aid-de-Camp of General 
Carbineau arrived, and inforiped mt hi 
had before his brigade 5,0(X) men, and 1^ 
squadrons of cavalry. I lost not a moment 
in taking a regiment out of each of the 
thr^ divisions of the td corps, taking i» 
preference tliose which might be. most 
easily withdrawn from betore the enemy| 
who would not then have failed to renew 
fai» attacks, and only waited to do it, the 
appearance of this o>rpS) the arrival of 
which he impatiently expiected. Towards 
noon, these troops defilep. upon the hei^lil 
behind Polotsk. The enemy clearly pei^ 
ceived the objjsct of, this movement; biit 
thought it was a kind, of reserve bel^tnjl 
PoWukk I assembled these troiyps,. undepr 
the command of Geiieral AJcney^ . I joine^ 
to them tbe. 7th regiment of cuira3seur8^ 
of Denmir'g division, wW had not hithectp 
met the enemy iaproceeding up .the Pwi- 
na. At the saine time I ordered,^. thai if 
soon as it was dusk, the whole,4>f ^le army 
should cross tp. the left of the Dwina., Xor 
vizards the fall of day, at -th; moment i^ 
which we began to withdraw the ar^lery 
from the advanced wqrJcs^ s9me^impnMIel^ 
persons set fire to General L^rand's bai^ 
racks, which) in a iBpi|mt,.communicatefl 
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AitNijfb ikt ^^pUfeltai, %ttd gave the crie- 
lof ceitabi (mffl* due «v« -#«<% retiFing. 
nien he.befui toCre IriMii all tus^tanteriea, 
and threw info the town a qaaillilf ^sMIs 
and other inoendiaty projectiles, lo Mlt 
on fire, In which he in part anooeetlBd, 
hoping by this to prevent our artillery 
movements, and blow up our caissons.-—— 
This cannonade and bombardment were 
fdpported by a general attack. We taw 
each other as if in full day-light, by the 
lighc of the burning town ; and this attack 
drd not oease until the moment when the 
Ikst man had repassed to the left bank of 
iheDwina; but, in the midst of these at- 
tacks, and the confusion caused by firing 
di^ town, the troops conducted themselves 
with' the most extraordinary .bravery, and 
the retreat was perfi>rmed in the best or- 
der. At midnight all the artfttery "^vii 
reared, and the whole body of the tf6bps 
md passed over at half-past two o'clock in 
the morning. I immediately reinforced 
with two regiments, which Were the first 
thit passed the troops, which I had put 
under the orders of General Amey, and 
who had succeeded^ in the evening, in 
confining the enemy in the defiles near to 

£louk» but were not yet in sight of M. 
r Wlttgen5Ttiti*B army. With these 
irobps, there was a column of Bavarians, 
:^ut 6 or 700 men strong. I re-united 
the whole under the command of M. Merle, 
to whom I gave orders to march immedi- 
ately against the front of General Steineel, 
and to repulse him with vigour, and to 
throw him past the Orschatz, as I could 
(hen support this attack with another part 
of the army. If it should become necessary. 
At the moment that these troops put them- 
.'selver in motion, they fell in with those of 

the enemy. The corps of M. de Stein* 

gel was broken, and after a great loss in 
ikilled, driven to the other side of the 
Polota, leaving m our hands 12 or 1,500 
prisoners, among whom were liB Officers 
of different ranks; and among others,' a 
Captain of an English vessel, emploved in 
the Etat-Major of M. Steingel, anci who 
said he had b!een three weeks in the Russian 
service. This afiair gives great honour to 
If .Count Wrengel, who directed it, and 
to General Am^y, who seconded him well. 
—I owe the greatest eplogiums to the 
good conduct of the troops, to the seal and 
£itelligence of Officers of all ranks^ and of 
the whole army, who have seconded me 
well ; among whom I shall mention Messrs, 
the Generab Legrand, Merle, Baron, Lau- 
trnmi m GUef of the Gcncna Staff, 
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Aubrey, Ceounnider of the Artillery of 
the Sd corps ; De^, Commander of the 
Engineers; and M. the Adjutant Com- 
mandant Dalbignac, who have on this day 
acquired new rights on His Majesty's h* 
'^KNsr. I shall have the hdoour to address 
to 'jMt Highness, in a few days from this 
ptoe, a Int xrf' the Officers who, by their 
good <i) 5Si ite et» ktttt merited preferment. 
— -^Our lois is sM very coiuiderahle ia 
comparison with that bf tiie enemy, which' 
is enormous. General Legrand his had a 
horse killed under him, and received two 
contusions. Gefteral Guicheew, Aid-de- 
Pamp CO His Majesty, is amofig the num- 
ber of the wounded.—-^! have the honour 
to inform your Excellency, ' that a bafl 
which I have received in my left foot, and 
which hinders me from marching, or 
mountmg on horseback, will oblige me t^ 
Quit thn command of the corps ^armee, 
for ten or twelve davs. I have given it op 
to General Legrana. I reckon upon re- 
maining at only one march from the corps 
d'armee, to be ready to resume my fonc- 
tions, hopmg to be still uscfiil to the corps 
d'armee by ray counsels, if Gen. Legrand 
approve them. But I expect m a few days 
the Duke of Reggio, and the 9th corps* 
under the command of the Duke of BeUuDO, 
is in march. Our junction eflfected, \tc 
will briskly push the Russian army.' 

(Signed) The Marshal-Gcn. St. Cte. 



London Gazette Extraordihart* 
fVidrusdajfi Jhc. 16. 

Fordgn-Office^ Du* Iff* 
Dispatches, of which the fbllowitig-aie 
copies, were received last night by Vis- 
count Castlereagh, one of His Majesty's 
Prmcipal Secretaries of State, from GeoC' 
ral Viscount Cathcart, K. T. His Msjesty^g 
Ambassador Extraordinary and Vlaif^ 
tentiary to the Emperor of Russia, ^Smi 
at % Petersbuigh, 23d and 35iii S^tao- 
ber, 1812. , 

St. Mfrsbfirgh, ^^.23L 10|>. 
My Lord,— In my dis^di of theriM 
instant, I had the honour to detail mcfa 
operations of Marsha fttftosoflTs army as 
had come to my knowledge i^jl M the 9di 
of November; since that dM no report 
has been received of the further proceed- 
ings of the corps intrusted to^Ceneral Pla« 
toff. The Field-Mar$hal had calcobted to 
reach Krasnoi on the 14tlr instant, but ^- 
though be had approacbed within a few 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



WfJ 



DBCIMBERlOi iSl^^^l^lkial fkpers. 



[79S 



^fvcrsts of that place, I have sot heard that 
his head-quarters were eMabKshed there on 
the 15th. His last dispatch of the latter 
date anoounces his intemioii of 'forw&rdinff 
a Journal of the preceding days, which 
viH oontahi important relatioos, but it has 
ix>t as yet been received. On the 9\h of 
November, Count Orloff DenizoJOr, beiiig 
advapced on the roads towards Smolensko 
and ICrasnoi, received intelligence of the 
march of a French corps from Smolensko, 
m the difec^on of Kajouga, composed pf^ 
•Iresh iifioffl intended t»r the different re- 
mmenU of guards ; this force was under 
ue.ccunmaM of Gen^ Barrase D'Hil- 
Her, having' with l|ini General Gharpentier 
and Brigadier*<^eaeial Augereau, brother 
to the Marshad of that mime. They were 
distributed in the three villages of Yasvin, 
Xakoff, and Dolffomust. A disposition of 
attack was immediately rn^de by three par* 
tiaan corps, . commanded by Captain Ses- 
lavia, Goloiiel Oavidoff, and Captain Phig- 
ner. The result was, that the corps under 
Charpentier was nearly cut to pieces^ that 
Barrage D'Hiliier having patiently heard 
a cannonade for several hours in the quar- 
ters of Augereau^s division, ^made good his 
aetreat to Smolensko, and that Augereau's 
corps of 3,00p wtfOf aflMr ioeiog nearly 
one-third of their number, laid dowii their 
armis, and' capitulated to Captain Phigner, 
' who had not l,dOO men, and who appears 
to have conducted this affidr with infinite 

address and gallantry,- In this corps 

were two squadrons of cavalry, well mount- 
ed. The prisoners amounted to one Ge- 
neral, sixty 6taff and other Officers, and 
two thousand rank and file. The Officers 
iffho capitulated stated the object of their 
march, by that route, was to open another 
. communication in the direction of Kalouga ; 
they were not aware of the retreat of the 
army; — ^Since this affiiir, three General 
^Qfl^cers, upwards of twenty pieces of can- 
-SKMi, and four thousand prisoners have been 
>taken near Smolensko, but the particulars 

are not yet reported. On the 14th iii- 

'3taot, General Count Wittgenstein was 
attaoked by Marshal Victor, who had or- 
ders Co drive him, to the other side of the 
Dwina. The enemy was repulsed, with 
the loss of two to three thousand mep, and 
was pursued the next morning in his re- 
treat towards Senno, when six hundred 
prisoners were takoi. 1 have the honour 
to enclose a copy of Major-General Baron 

IHombeig's report of this affair. No- 

ihn^ material occurred at this post till the 
IBtb^ when Count Wittgenstein was join- 



ed by Colonel Chemichef, Aid-de-Gamp 
to His Imperial Majesty, who had been 
detached by Admiral Tchichagoff, with a 
small corps of light cavalry, to discover 
and ascertain General Count Wittgenstein'^ 
position. — In the course of this expedition^ 
the Colonel hiui the good fortune to rescue 
Major-General Baron Wiozengerode and 
his Aid-de-Camp, Captain Narishkin, be- 
tween Vilna and Minsk; they were pro-* 
ceedins towards the frontier, under an es- 
cort ofgensod'armes, and had been march* 
ed from Verrea, where they were pre^ 
sented to Buonaparte, with the Frencli 
guards under the charge of Junot. — -Co- 
lonel Chemichef also took three couriers, 
one coming from, and the other two goin^g 
to Paris. — From these sources of intelli- 
gence it is ascertained, that Buonapart4 
wa^at Smolensko on the 13th instant.—^ 
Admical Tchichagoff intended, according 
to his royte, to arrive at Minsk on the 17ta 
instant. — —Colonel Chemichef arrived at 
the palace yesterday, accompanied by the 
prisoners he has released, and brinffiuj^ 
with him the intercepted dispatches. Those 
from Paris contain nothing but military 
plans and maps. — r-The expedition of 
Colonel Chemichef was a continued aiMl 
extraordinary excrtiam, hr kaving marched '^ 
scYcn hundred wersts in five days, and 

swam across several rivers. It is stated^ 

but no official report has been received^ 
that General Sachen has been left with a 
detachment to observe Prince Schwartzen* 
berg, and that General Eartel has ad^ 
vanced to and occupied Mohiloff. 

I have the honour to be, tec. 
(Signed) CATHCART. 



JomirA, M'av* 15, 1812. 
My Lord, — I am very happy to infoma 
your Lordship, that Victor has failed in 
fulfilling the orders he received from Buo» 
naparte, to drive Count Wittgenstein be- 
hind the Dwina. He attack^ yesterday 
morning.. Count Wittgenstein ordei;cid 
the advanced guard to retire to the Posi- 
tion. This was executed in a masterly 
manner: they retired in echiquier, under 
a very heavy fire, as if it was a field day. 
In the Position the French were received 
by a well-directed fire from the artillery, 
by which thev must have lost a great num* 
ber in killed and wounded, I suopose be- 
tween two and three thousand. The 
firing only ceased about seven in the even- 
ing. The French had made strong de^ 
(To b$ continuid./ 



Digitized by VJiOOQlC 



WOhim UMERTt OF XKEFUSI^ 



Js ilhfsiraied bt ih frosecutionmd hihxihmtli ef 
WILLIAM COBliFrT. 



* pip9iiliiBent they received on Wedbea^i^^ and 
'^ a part WW retiiltt^ A^oppagtfQrtKdthMp- 
^ «£lcf was the gronad tf the entaplaiiit that c«t- 
« «Hed thii uratiDDM aykit^ idilcii oecMiMMl 
^ the.vi^ to anrnNiad tlMir offieekt«ai|d dMtiaild 
*<,wW thfnr deened tbek arrears. The fint 
^ diTi^n of the OtnaanLegloD halted yesterday 
^ at iT^WiDitket on th^ rctttim to Bmy.*'-'--^ 
tta^ oiitlw lit Jvly:, t809, Ipi^HAed, in ^ 
MtlWd mg«ten m if^Vo ,<^eiHuiM|^ in the 
Itroiifeit tenua, iheae proceedinn;. Qiati for lo 
dohig^ <he Attorney Gedeiti pr6se6itedr as sedi- 
limn tibeUeM, mbA hf Bk^OfficW>>foliniitioii, 
tte,^«MlidMi»typMei^ my-MMIaber, and oib 
tf Ih4 priadpalitHaileworttn Politieal RogiMer; 
fhat I was broocbt to trial oo the Ijith June, 
laiO, and was, by a Speckl 3^;e^ that is to aay. 
Iiy i9U€n oat ef 48 appointed fy the Makter of 
tftCrown eik)^ lh«iMi#ril^; «ii^ o* «h» 
«M af M Mltinmlh^ IwM Mi^tfHed to gi!vts 
^il fi»r my 



^ ^ .^ — ^ ^ -^ to raceive jadgmoBt, 

and that, as rcamft up flrohi Botley (to which 
plaee thad tetttrned to mif ftunttyjind my farm 
in tbii evMrtfik of tilt ijMh)^ 4i l^taff went 
m from. LbMoti ii order %of mimm^f per- 



sonally ; that, on the 9th of Jnly, mo^ I^ toge* 
ther wHh nt printer, ptiblisher. M the news- 
m^ yere tM(^|IM(^t iMto the Conrt of King's 
Bench to receive jadsmettt; that the three 
former were sentenced to be imprisoned for 
aome monthsin the Kuig's Bench prison; that I 
wak sentenced to be imprisoned for two yean in 
Hewttate, the mat rec«ptiicie for maNWctoTB, 
Md&eAroM^ffrtMi istht seaae of aamerons 
hmigiap in the aaaraa of eVeqr y«ar ; that the 
part ofthe prison hn which I wasaeotenead to be 
confined is ftomettmes inhabited by felons, that 
Mms ir«re actnally tn U at the time I entered 
k; iliMotfeaiAawasiMkeaaatofit'tobietrMs. 
|tai«idi* a^nt 46 hoais hftar I was put Into tte 
jaaMyardwi4i^um;aod that it is tImpUeakif 
Confinement for men gnilty of unnatural crimes, 
^f ifhom there are fbor in it ht this, time ; that, 
befeldM ttin implrisonineat, I was sentisnced tb 
{My a Umaaand ponalB TO tli£ KMCk and to 
piva Moati^ for ay g«M>d behatiour iar«eTeii 
yean^ myself Ui the sum of 3,000 pounds^ and 
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twosureti^ in the sum of l,O0D pondi eai^; 
that the whdie oTthis sentence has been execateA 
apoii ne^ that I hpive beea iAiprisooet the m 
yaan> hfefapdlSthathaasditdMiiA V^TR 
KING. «td hairo mm the baii, Tioml 



'^ la order that my countrymen and that the 
World TOM not be deceived, duped, and (Cheated 

ra this MbJM. T, wiuMu ooBB&rr, 
Bolley, in QhMpshife, pht apoa lecora 
tha foUowmg Acts: to wit: That, outfae 94}h KlNO. ««d1lave0ifeatiiebaii,TiaMi%L 
Jime, 1809, the foltowini article was pub- and Pe.tcr Walkei> Bsors. beuig my mm^mi 
EAied ih a Itfndon imwsi^aper, ^ed ^e, that the Attorney GeneiS was Sir VicarT<^i! 
C^rteiwi:— ^-♦•inie Ma^ amongat tte LO.! <iw jirfgcwhtisatatthe'tiWLtfrd^Wtffemff 
^ C4L MIUTIAl, whtch bc^ oat at %,. 1MB ; ^^-^ rjarT t^t rwt lil |inrtwriM!»»r ffJiS . 
^fiHmM9 sappresnd on iTe^hieBdav fear ^ bw^oagfr, 6toae, Le l&aiM^ s^^iAa^fla^^ 
f aiTival of mar squadrons of the GEBMAN the jaron woml ThoamsBhodet irf llaiMiliiaii 
*• L£010N CAVALBY ft»m Bury, under the Boad, John Davis ofSouihamE^tou IWOS 
^ eommand of OeaeM Anddand. Frre of the Elfis of Tottenham Cbart tt<aid, John wSSEk 
<<««i.lMdMwaretriedbyaCottrt-hiaitial,aad ol!BayiW«tar,ThoiaaiIMndiaaiorBaM-StteeL 

Rtifibert HealliG«taitf JiigiiSlMet." 



iohn Maad of York, Piane Maryteboii#, i^ _ 
Bagster of C^biirch Terrace facias, TiMp 
Tayhir of Hod LiOQ Sa6ar<'^ 0aVti]>e«l«ofat 
Mm 8if««t, Vfm»M PrfMf of tKapar SMk 
Iiliilgton, Heniy Fam af Pirtl M«l'tMC 1 
Prime ttUaisters ^ufiof the (' 



ns dnfiaar the IbaM waaa-^MMlv 
PercaVal, uatH he was shot bTMrn JatomfiMa^ 
and after that koBert B. J^TiVIq^. QiiTofU- 
v«^psiol; that the pttiBei»ti6a and watAnoe-toek 
pteeia the reiga of &hi9<»m«e ttanMHMd 
**^ .b« ^^ become iispm dirKt •? aifi- 
sonment, the LOOO poaads, ^ mad to his soa, 



eitiM aud towns, many of them as a sort af (Wm. 
ties from Societies or Cinbs; that, nt ti^cnCa- 
tloa aftnv ImpTfimmitmt, <mJhe m fiif Akiy, i«il 
agroatitaiarwaf gi?«»ibXaadlMif^£o>#w 
poae oTrscjBMag Vie, a^ which fhttaar «»waitis4f 
goo persons were present, and at wduah 9ft 
rVantisBuVd^tt presided ; that dinners and other 
ptrHM were h^ on the same oraBioii tn xaif 
other pfaoM ia Battlafid; thaty«ii ttiy-way heM, 
I was recdvad at Alton. Ifaa firti taw^mlfamt- 
shire, with the ringing of the Church balk;. Oat 
a fespedtable 4;ompaiur nt^t me and gArt lae s 
dinner it Winebester: OMt i i ' 



mora thaa 1^ distanee ^ a^ idfle fail* L. 
thepaople; that, apoa a^rartifal in thai 
Itoand all the aeopleatfenibMtorec^Biri 
that I condudea the day t^'explabungtoiheai 
the causer of my hnprfttmibtfm, andTW gMe 
tiMm deaY not^oM retoMiag A« Honligartfe 
Local Mitftk^mea at dy, and tana^^ tf 
ployment of Garmaa Troope ; and, fiiia%^ 
is more f hali a copspenUtion for my looes an4s 
my Anffetinas, I am (n per^t h^fth and Hiliipi, 
«nd, fhMgilMiist, t4rtetia&e^afatchM&, 
feelthe dhaiuQiian flut \m b«ea tnadehi af 
(H^operty (thhikiag it right in fie to decfiaa the 
offer ofa sa6ecriptio<|), I have the aonsolilioa It 
A^ greying op tlii^ sott, uphn wthtse hearts, 1 
irast^ «M AieM Aie«i^i«IV4 «iigN%^a« 
Wb.CQM 



PiMMkeii by K. BMSSAW, Rry df^Stmt, C^veatjQadUk 

iXfmWiiMomk^ J. i »dMij> BisAtabrtecbwt, ii»tet4trt«t. 
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SUWMARY OF POUTIGS. 

CitANT TO TMtRwwiA**.— "After sweet 

^Mat cmjUH touor ssm^re/' says the old 

fMratt^; imd scf In our case ; after so much 

ri^dog md gun-fi^hig amts a deiiiand 

vfuroat jiMjirses. The reckoning' tdmtSj 

wi we lodt just as foolish as a s^t of fel- 

lowf at an ale-boute, when, at' the ebd' of 

kmr or five hours' singrag, ahd hiattbohig, 

aad swallowing, the hindioi^ comes hi with 

hi* long score.*— —This gtant was called 

f&rltfm R^gebt, ' in a Message delivered 

to the Hottsedf Jbommons, on thelTth of 

DecQUiber, ii^ the fc^ow'mg niemorafale 

wor^:— ^«G. F.R:.— The Prince Re- 

^* vent, acting in the name and on the be-' 

<< hadf ef His^ Itfvjesly, having taken info 

** his serions consideration the accounts 

*^ wbkh b^ has received of the severe dis- 

<< fSretset i«r iMkk tlie inhftbitaiits^ of a part 

**^ikk BiiKplie^ Russia have been ex- 

^ posed in their persons and property, in 

^ ctasc^ucnce-of the unprovoked and atro- 

^cious mvasion of that coontry by the 

^ Rttkr of France) and the exemplary aixl 

^ exlraordoary ttfagtjaiiimily and fortitude 

<* vrkfa which ^ef have submitted to the 

** Iffeaiest privations and suflerings in ike 

*' defeitce pf their nsounlrif^ atid the ardent 

** kyalty and unconquerable spirit they 

^* liave oisplayed in its cause, whereby re- 

f' wrtts have been produced of t(ie utoaiost 

^•importance to the inieresUoJ this king- 

** d^m^ aid to the general cshise of Europe, 

^ rocomoiends to the House of Commons, 

^ Co enable His Royal Highness, in aid of 

^ the eofttributioos which have been com- 

^ ttcnced witlun the Russian empire for 

** IJW« purpose, to aibrd to thi sitferhig 

^^ smhjecU ef His Majesty's good and gnat 

^ Mg the Emperor of Russia, such speedy 

*< aM efiectuv relief as may be suitable to 

*' dbif oBOst interestiag ^ccasion."—^ — This 

Mmage^ and the grant of <£200,000, 

mhkh has ta^cn place in consequence of it, 

are, one would iuppese^ sufficient to make 

Aie ^^ aost thinking nation- ' begit» to think 

a iitrie. Th«y have bete taighi to belief, 

alutt tte J^m^ alone fwrt soBeHng^ .and 

dial the Rqssiaas ment completoljr eoceess* 



' r"^ '-...,. [aoa 

fid. Th|s Message teffs another story ; it' 
speaks, in a language not to be nUsunder- 
stood, of the sufferings of the Russians^ 
It was, it seems to me, the business of the 
government and antay of Russia to keBfir ike[ 
French out of thai c^^mtry ; to prevent the^ 
people from snffering ; and, not to let iu the' 
enemy, arid afterwards app^a^ to tht people* 

of Russia to conipensate the sufftrefs. 

Be this as it may) however, I camiot see,' 
for my part, any reason why the people of 
En^ana shocdd be taxed for the purpose of' 
feeoinr or dofthing those pf Russia, wbo^ 
buta very little white ago, werenmongst' 

our enemies. If, ind^d, I cpuld sec,' 

that thesuRerings of the Ru^siaifS have led' 
to oiir benefit, I should* have less objection 
to the grant ; but I can see no' such thing;' 
I diQnot discover any possible advantage 
that we are to derive from tbie results htely 
whnessed bRu8»a;'a<idy tfaoygb I ti^y be^ 
thought singular in this my ophiion now^ X 
shall not, 1 am donvinced, be so thought in' 

a few months from this thne. During 

the debate npon the subject, it was observ«' 
ed, that the Russians were fightiDg/^r us' 
as well as for themselves. Tlie id^ was' 
this, that by thefr sacrifees, wiiidi had 
produced such distress in the army of Na* 
poleoQ, and wblch had been the cause of 
aU those victories over him ' of wh^ch we 
have read, a market b opened to oar manU" 
factmres. This may possibly be true ; but, 
if ft be, it only tends to make good what 
the French have so often asserted ; na'nieiyy 
that we derive benefit from the sufferings 
of the people of the Continent; aind, I, 
really do not think, that there was a great 

deal of wisdom in making the avowal. 

Tbe^ufferinffs of tiie people of MOSCOW 
were paftictnarly mentioned, and Mr. VaiK' 
sittart is reported to have said, that, after 
the burning of that city, *^ some hundreds 
** of thouSmds of bersons were driP^n to 
** the skelter of tfu woods tn a Russian 
*^ winter.*' But, B'^was it that caused 
thii^di<eadful suifiering? fVho was it that 
comfbaaded Moscow to be burnt? This is 
a great point; and, therefore, we will hear 
what the Gzar himself, iu his pmcfamatron 
of Ihn I5th of November, ttys upon tkie 
^C 
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matter. He expresses himself tlitis :— ^ 
*< It is yr^l koowo to the whole .iforld in 
<^ what manner the enemy has entered the 
«( boundaries of our Empire, No stgp or 
if means that have .so frequ^tljr been re* 
^< sorted to by ns fee the punctual fiitfil- 
Mmeat nf dte prart ablf ^ipulatiwuy iwr 
<( our steady endeavours, by all possible 
^ means, to avert the efiects ct a bloody 
«< and destructive war, has been able to 
<* check bis obstinate design* in which be 
*< has shewn himself emiAly immovable* 
*^ With peaceful promises on his toqgiie, 
** he never ceased to think on war^ jkt 
** }eagth> having collected a larj^e army, 
*f and strei^gthened it with Austria, I'rus- 
*5 siai Bavaria^ Wurtemberg, Westpha- 
*< lian, Italian, Spanish, Portuguese, and 
*< PoUsb regiments, who were constrainedi 
*^ through (£sgrace and fear, he put hiq^self 
** in motion with this immense foroe, sup- 
<^ plied with vast quantities pf artiUery, 
*^ and penetrated into the interior of our 
<^ country^ Muriir^ fir^, ^x^d^rjiUm' 
<< were his attendants on the march. The 
^^ plundered property, the towii9 and vU- 
<< lafes set on bre, Ike smoking ruinfi ^ 
^5 MQscoWi the Kremlin blown up vitotbe 
*^ air, the teniple^ and altars of the Lord 
<< destroyed^in one word, aM kinds of 
^ CQielty and barbarity, hitherto uphe^vd 
<* of, at length /rppc bg his own action^ 
^ that they nave long fafen laying conceal- 
^< ed in the depth of his mii¥i« The mighty 
« and happy Russian jejnpire, wfiUh toM' 
** stsses eviry thing in abundance^ awaw><- 
<^ ed m the heajrt of the enemy envy and 
*f dread. The possesion of the whole world 
^ could not satisfy him, so long ^ the 
<5 fertile fields ot Russia still were bap- 



rpy. 



-Here is a distinct declaration, 



that It wa« Buonaparte who caused Mo^^ow 
jti) be burnt ; for what does it lay ? Why, 
t)iis ; ^^ That the smokifig ruins of Mos- 
** cow firover hy his own ncUpnSf" that 
Ivb designs of cruelty and barbarity have 
long 1)^ lying concealed in his mii^i* 
This is jquit^ clear. Tber;? <;an bf no other 
construction of the words. The f[!f^ar.d(6r 
tinctly s^, tha( th^ «mpking niins of 
Moscow are ope proof of th^ desinv of 
fiappleon ; .that they are a proof ;or what 
l4$ 0wn action^ .have beeq.-rr^Tr-Jiaw, 
then^sVHiat will tb^se hillings .#ay, who 
licensed the Gaai;.of havixig coQunanded 
Koscow to be burnt? «r, radwy, wllo 
^pplaudid 4iV for the act ; md wh» juHi- 
%4 the deitected inoen^ries upon the 
ground 4. 4^ bavins ^b(iyi4 ,Oim ^rdm 
^ ih^ir^ SfiV4ff^gll^ i Who jufter(fi4 Uun ihat 



Sovereign *< had a plain, fitli, and perfect 

*' right to .caus$ Mos^w ia ht b^rot ;*' 

who.ealkd Napoleon zMuituor tM imut he 

put wo^ of ihe in^ndl$Q^iP d^4 

who called upon the ,G«ar to. put t5 H _ 

tea times the number tf Jhffi(G4 bnootmi 

V-wwf by ^wy.of r m t m i iMk P Wter^vfll 

they now say?- W^l^ thof . 4Mii| 

about, and again accuse Napoleon of- 

act ; an apt which thev have apdauded to ' 

the skies^i an^oct whkh thoy smi wis (Mj 

justiM^leici^ibe sovereign of jthfi cimnHys 

an act, in shoit, yith iffin4 U^ j r nMfm 

Uooiiuf Chrooick tm rWfUj^ «wl JH 

recaniaMop, wifewiwg *hat it ip^ ink^mm 

when it disap^^ift of ih» 4i9tt l^im 

will M^y now s^y ; nov« wb^ ibir Mw 

the Csar laying this af^ of wrbk^ ilMf 

have 40 niifb t4>pr9ve(l ifmdll 4h9i^^ 

ofNapplapn? I suppose uialrtwr-mU«af 

np more of the paa^erw Thejf frill k^m 

it where it J3, Tb^ wiU n^t Wl^cadifil 

the Qzu; il^j will pubUsb l|it wptioii 

that Napplron loauipd tf^dty^toVbwniti 

and wiU lepive their aeentaiinna aboi|^ bia 

** murder" of the iocendwica imretc^pifd? 

so thatt bdweqp the twp» th^ iMting 

pfffple of £pgtott4 may, if ib^, cbp^se 

(w) U is likijty Ihat ibty wiU ^hetM^i to 

bflieve, th^t itwaii NangtonMib^ Wihlii* 

thecUyt9bthuf9t«.«p4thai bft imniwi eJ 

those whom !« employed in tlii^ Im^ 

baroMs wprk l-^r.^^-lfefw rtigl e n^ 4tme it 

one diffi^yi as to this mfnawaWs 

event, thai ihcie pptlm^ wiU mu > 

thin);, fiqd it jiasy )o jmiram^ Sk» 

l^apojboo bdcaa ta r^treat» jnd iipe« 

cially sinfp i^ews has arrived.pf thtflpat 

s^£krin|s aod losses in bia amy,: (^ 

writeri have b^enfilli^g their Qohiqvii^riA 

dissertatVmi on the wvim aod tm/fmi* 

mi^ which dictated the bMmmg^ U$mm 

Tfus a^ it was, aa th«y. toU jiay. iiUdi 

produced the peoeiNdiy ot bis wtntl al ^ 

i^entent a season; acdi in ahflitt, ^ol VA 

to all those brilliaiit conir^wrmw, Mtk 

h^ve been detailed to us ^iuxk^ thnfct 

VAuth, and wbicb are lupkivt ipM« ly 

mast p^ple, as forimng a 

nipg m the great work oC ihe 

of CiMrope^ JGkH, where w^a At vjtfwt^ 

urhAre the m^ieiabrti^, of lU» &nsui 

apt, if the aet i9«ii oomnisltot famd**^ 

N$^x>leeci and ntA by 'ihat ^ tb^Av! 

We wual Ikiave theselnnMis 

to Jiettk tUs jiuilier with dw Gi 

fer the point b>mach Ipo deUcaieiir« *» 

pmend to deeide;^ ham^ as.tti^ 

p0^ oiUMvth vholiavn beto ^ 
phmded lo tl^ Aird-btama (liNr vhidi 
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mMjf^Aitto hive taken their depardire) 
fer ksH^tiff VoluQtariiy burnt their dwn' 
hmM ^ fotod andf^tnent, rath^than 
soflkr them taaff^M shelter and cemfort to 
At French; -what will be said of their 
w l mM f ^ aacrifices, if we now adopt the 
hiMrf. tfiat It was by the enemy's order 

that-m^ burning took place f These are' 

difesltks out of which none bat persons 
lihe tho9^ who conduct our press wouM be 
^ to extricate themselves. Whether 
ikey wiiiorfiot I shall not pretend to say; 
hutt certata I am, that, if they fail, it 
^- nik be for the want of felsehood and 
hnpud i ttce oikparaHeled -in the history of 
thawoMA— ^With respect to the^fl«f, I 



diati only farthir observe, that it seems to 
ne of lltde cohaequencewhether the money 
be sent to Russia or to the Feninsula. It 
h^ perlMV, fhll as w^ to exprad it in 
ikit Fhmfa as in the South. I do not like 
lo maktf a great deal of the matter; if I 
had had the dbtrtbution of «£!200,000, I 
eoqld have found objects in England on 
whom to confer it ; but, if it be to go ta 
Ibreignersi I would as lief the Russians 
should have it as the Portuguese, or the 
Sicilians, or the Spaniards, or the Hauo-. 
tcHanty or any other nation. I have 
realiy no choice tn such a case. 1 wduld 
ghre none of them money f and if we are 
dnopeHed to pay taxes to give to any of 
theai| I care not a straw which of them 
ft is. 

Tat 5O0RBONS.- Ever since it was 

luiown that Napoleon had experienced a 

reverse of fortune in Russia, our hired 

prinu have been preparing the way for the 

fntnxtuction of the project of restoring tht 

Bourb^ss and, on the 18th instant, the 

Courier, in (he height of its joy at the pews 

(r6m ftussia, openly avowed (he project in 

the foOowbgter^s: — ~" If ever thetc 

**waa a time when, more than another^ 

** the ftourbous had a chknce 9f remfiuniing 

^^thi Throne qf iheir ancestors^ this is 

^ swre^ the time, when defeat ancl dis- 

»* ghiC* have attended THI: USURPER, 

<*atoil *lfctt the rtench nation, drained of 

**^ populali6n, s^nd niin^ i^ iU com- 

*'tilerce^ mustybe discontented /ro^ one 

^^end t^ thi other. Whether it woul«J be 

;** wise-to We oiie of t|if Prinq^s of that 

^'Hduse^ t^e hus^nd of the interesting 

'•"datiffhtcr of Loiij?' tli^ XVIih^ or ^e 

^ poke ie Berri, hpist the R9yai St^indwl 

w at once.- ' ' ' .'' . 

' . *' . . , 51. ^ 

^' Nov lithe time of halp: yonr jsye in T ^m tm 

** wotJId create «oklieri^ mS^ qi ^ * ' 

^ Ta^defftbelt dfre &trcsse^; 



" Whether we c6uld go tMe length oF adr 
" dressing on« of the French Princes ill 
'* this language of Shakespeare, we do not 
^ pretend to dectdt. Bnt at least we ma]f 
^< assert that this is the time in which 
*^ Louis XVIH might produce much 
<^ efl^t by publHhing an Address to the 
•*; Frienich Nation.— —If the reluctance to 
'<do this ari^ from a belief that th^ 
" Frcuch will be the first to make over^ 
<* tures to him, it is^ we think, by no 
** means p^tk. A franlc and open de^^ 
^* daration shouM come from him, ^a- 
^^ iranieeing tht purchasers 0^ the national 
^ properly^ acknoivtedgfng the Simale^ and 
** confirming the civil cffijcers in the posj- 
** session of their places. The effect of 
^* such a declaration under such circum- 
^* stances as the present, might have every 
** beneficial effect, at least it could do n9 

" harm." Here, theuj we have, a^ 

last, openly avowed that which it has al^ 
ways been suspected was at the bottom of 
the heatts of some persons in this country* 
Here, too, Buonaparte and the people oJT 
France will see, what these persons woul4 

do, if they had the. power. As to i\xp 

guaranteeing work spoken of in the clos^ 
the people of France will, I dare say, s^ 
that they, at present, stand in need of np 



guarantee^ and will not be in a huny 
to desire one. They will, doubtless, r^* 
collect, that with him, whom we noyir 
call an usurper^ w^ made a treaty of pea<^ 
and friendship some years ago ; and, per- 
haps, they will find it very difficult to com- 
prehend what has made him an usurper now 

more than he was then, But, it seems, 

thkt " the French nation MUST now be 
<* discontented from pne end to the other.^' 
And why? Because its ' population has 
been drained and its commerce ruined. Ho 
these produce discontent ? Are they jus- 
tifiable causes of discontent? Do they 
warrant a people in desirhi^ to put down 
their ruler? Oh, blockhead! why do 
you not think a little before you speak ? 
As to the defeat and disgrace of Buo- 
naparte, why, as the* Morning Chronicle 
asked the other day, should we suppose the 
people of France more alive upon such^a 
point than' the peq)le of England? And, 
experience has taught us, that such events 
produce no such efiScts with us, as are here 
Cdntemplateid to be produced in France* 

Tne truth is, however, wq have, as 

yet, no proof of either the disgrace or tne 
defeat of Buonaparte. That he has had, and, 
perhaps, still has, /very great difficulties to 
contend against; that his army has greatly 
«C« 
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sofiere^ r that he has experieqoed enormous 
losses ; that he may be obliged, to evacuate 
a great part of the Russiaa territory which 
be had overrun ; aU this may be true ; and 
yet} in the usual meaning of tlie words^ he 
|Day have suffered neither disgrace nor de« 
Feat ; and, therefore, it is the height of 
foUyi to say nothing of its detestable wick- 
edness, in any one in this country to broach 
such a project as that of c^rying oa the 
war for the restoration of the Bourbons ", 
and, of course, Cor bringing Europe back 
to the state in which it was twenty years 

ago; ^The Times newspaper of tlie 

J^th instant says : *^ To suppose that d^- 
*' Rradaiion will effect any moral change in 
^'his nature, will humble his mind, and 
^* incline him topeace and good faith, and 
*' the severe duties of justice, is to betray a 
^' total ignoranoe of the force of passions 
*^ deeply rooted, and nurtured by long and 
*^ excessive indulgence. Whiist he lives 
'^ and acts the Monarch, he will endeavour 
^* to act the Tyrant. He must, therefore, 
** \*t divtsUd of alL power lodo mischief; 
** he must be entirely healen dawn and 
•* destroyed. Towards this great and salu- 
*^ tary end, much progress has been made 
,'^.by the late splendid victories of the Rus- 
/* sian arms. It is for our StcUesnun to 
/* jErt/sA the great work s<^ happily begun^ 
^ by animating the oppressed nations of 
.*^* Europe, \yith one common spirit of re- 
.** sistance against a tyranny which now 

/* totters on its base.** These are the 

sentiinenls now afloat, the expression of 

,tvhich, though through channels so CQn< 

temptible, may, perhaps, prolong,^ lor 

years, this terrible war*- It is impossible, 

after thb, to think of peace with Napoleon 

upon any terms which shall leave us the 

, power of annoying him. I, the other day, 

quoted a passage from one of these papers, 

in which the whole French natiol> were 

.made participators in the alleged crimes 

, of their Ghiet ; and they are now told, that 

! that chief must be beaten down and wholly 

destroyed. fn the meanwhile there is .an 

. account publbhed in the trench papers of 
some attempts having actually been made 
to bring about a counter-revolution in that 
country .r This acemuit is very curious, and 
not less interesting to us, as will be seen 
£rom a perusal of it and from the observa- 
tions which it naturally suggests. The 
I articles from the French papers are as fol* 
. lows : " VOrienty /fw. 25.— The Com- 
' '^ missary of Police, at L'Orient, having 
' *^ received inrormation that three English 
. •* agents had been fanded a few days on 



'< the Island of Hoaatf with a deiigQ to 
** penetrate into the Morbihan; notice of 
" the circumstance was givea oob the^lst 
*' November to Captain Molini, Com- 
** mand^nt of the Imperial Navy, of the 
** four departments. This dficer immedi- 
*< ately dispatched his Majesty's lugger 
** Alert, to seize the Biig?nds. Hit kicu^ 
*' tenant of the lugger arrived in the en^n- 
*' ing of the 22d^ at the anchor^.of cher 
** inland, and landed at midniglH, a»t the 
'* head of a detachment from his vesieiff 
** with wbi(;h he weQt to the house where it 
*'^ was supposed they lodge^.. They ibfoid 
^ the whole three.. The moment the iJetH 
*< tenant entered, they feltjon hini-aBd his 
*^ party with pistols and poniards, deter- 
'* mined to force their way out. After a des^ 
** perate struggle to pverpower ^hem, ii 
^^ was found nfces^ary to sh&ofihem. There 
^* was nothing found about them but pistols 
'* and poniards. J'heir Chief alotu had a 
^' small paper of poison' in his p^cktim 
*^ They were recognised to be Def^^, 
'' alias Debar, Deguem, alias Sans-Souci, 
*' and Droz. Their papers and instiuctieos 
'* were found by Lieutenant Allanioax,. in 
<< a portmanteau, and were innnediate* 
'' ly forwarded to G^pk Molini, ^he 
'' sent (hem to thf Police. These nyiaer- 
'* able wretch^ only obtained lodgbgs 
" by threatening the inhabitants of Houat. 
'* This event will deter the Spie^ of £ng- 
'' land from returning to this island. The 
^' Quarter-Master Person, who attxiLed 
" Deguero, received several stabs of the 
** poniard in his clothes. The artiliery- 
** man Allcan, received a ball m his kR 
'' side, ^ but the wound is not dangjerous, 

*• The yournal deVJ^mpirettkn'us 

^' readers to the intelligehcefrom L'Orieat, 
'* as affording an explanation bf a pan- 
^* graph in the Loudon papers of the 30th 
*< ult. which stated that a French Geaml 
'* and two French Colonels had beeik laided 
^* in France by the Armide firigate. — 
" Tlie pretended General,''' it says, ** wa^ 
'' the old Ghouan Chibf Debar, and his 
'' soi'disatit Golonel, Droz and Degpcra, 
^* ruffianly notorious by the crunei wbkh 
** they comnliitted in our civil broib. Tbey 
(< embarked at Plymouth in the b^inoti^ 
** of November, and arrived in Qalboen 
**' Ba^,' where they remained four or frve 
*' days on board, not daru^ to land. Ax 
*' Itagih they caused themselves to be eos^ 
*^ veyed to the Isle of ifouaf, vdiere they 
** were put on shore on the 16Ch Novcs- 
*^ ber." Aftet'SUting their capture, H 9gfS 
«* there were found on Debar, 
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** d»t on the f 3d November, severtl de* 
failed ^reports of bis operations, dated 
•Frasoe, Morbiiian, this 2d, Sd, and 4th 
Decottbcr. The first is addressed to the 
Pfince of Wales, the second to the Duke 
of Kent, and the third to the Secretary of 
State for the War Department. Debar 
annoiinoes in these reports, that he had 
made his way into Britaniiy in the midst 
of thegveaiestdaugers; that he had al- 
ready assembled a great number of ipal- 
contents and deserters, and would soon 
.be in a situation to strike some decisive 
blow ; in short, he gives a daily state- 
laent of 4ms progress ^ up to the 4th De- 
cember. Thus it appears, tha before 
he had arrived at Houat, and perhaps 
1>efere he had left London, this able Ge- 
neral Jiad drawn up iifaUhful account of 
the signal advantages which he was to 
obuia twelve days after his death. We 
cannot refrain from congratulating the 
JInglish Ministers upon their choi^ of 
aiglents, and the incredible success with 
which they execute the missions intrust- 
ed to them. Itiis, however, is not the 
first time thkt they have so worthily jus • 
ttfied its confidence. This affair may 
serve as an appendix to the m^slijuaiion 
of Drake, and merits that it should be 
rceorded as an additional specimen of the 
sublime combinations of English policy. 
We hope the deuils we have just given 
will gMify ihg impdHeni curihsUy of a 
London public^ zod we promise them, 
for .the future, that we shall give them 
pnoctoal advices respecting such expedi- 
tions as often as they are s6it to us." 

The Times news«paper, in the heightof its 
rage at the result as here recorded, falls 
foul of the French police, and ascribes its 
vigilabce to the circumstance of the fate of 
the new Dukes and Counts being dependent 
upon that of their master. They must, the 
Times says, all slani or fall together ^ and 
therefore the former ace to faithful in the 
absence of the latter ; to which he adds, 
that'** the short road to peace is gver the 

** cor^ qf Ihe monster^'* These are 

expressions of mat weight ; they ought to 
be attended to by us, because they are sure 
to be attended to by Buonaparte and by the 
people of France. Thb writer threatens 
tk new Dukes and Counts with the gibbei^ 
in case of the fall of Napoleon ; and he 
thinks, perhaps, that he sh^l have to re- 
coed the puuing of that threat in execution. 
It is, howeyer, to look a little too far before 
him to see them, in *' his mind's eye" thus 
jswinging so.M^. . To he sure, the thing 



is possible ; and, if it should not reailf ' 
happen, I dare say the new Didces and 

Counu will thank us full as much as if it' 

did happen. In short, the notions of our 

writers, and, indeed, the notions now set 
afloat in the public papers,are trulyalarming. 
They menace us with a war for the rest of 
our lives; or at least a war to continue as long 
as the pound bank-note wiil buy a quartenk 
loaf. The promulgation of such notions' 
places all upon the hazard of a die. If 
Napoleon fall, why, then, we nu^ have 
neaee from that cause ; but, if he rise; if 
he surmount his present difficulties, what 
hope can we rationally entertain of peace 
with him upon any terms short of such as 
will deprive us of all future power? Af- 
ter the publication of these denunciations 
against him, against all persons in authority 
under him, and, indeed, against the whole 
mass of the French people; after this, who 
can hope for peace, if he should survive? — 
The same career that we ran during the 
Anti-Jacobin war we now seem to be en- 
tering upon anew. During that war many 
occasions offered for making a safe and ho- 
nourable peaoe; but, whenever we saw 
the French arms experiencing a reverse •$ 
whenever we saw the difficulties of France 
disposing her rulers towards peace, our 
hopes ot hinmbling her revived, and our 
refusal to treat ^oaided her on to fr^ ex- 
ertions, lu those auspicious momentsv 
when moderation in our views and our 
language might have done every thing fof 
us and our allies, we assumed a tone that 
soon threw us back to our former situation; 
and, by a series of such conduct, we, ati 
last, reduced ourselves to the necessity of 

making a peace like that of Amiens. If, 

when Buonaparte returned from Egypt (k 
fugitive as we then called him) we had ac- 
cepted of his offer of peace, how diflferent 
at tiiis day would have been the state of 
Europe, and of England in particular ! fiut, 
we /Aeit threw the Bourbons in the teeth of 
France ; we then talked of seeing a govern^ 
nunl established such as we could make 
peace with. One would think tfiat, with 
the bitter fruits of that day still on our 
palate, we should be more cautious ; but, 
there are men whom nothing will teadi 
prudence^ 

War in the Peniksula^ The 

French official papers give an account 4f 
the prisoners and deserters^ which entered 
Salamanca between the l6th and 2ist of 
November, which are stated at 25 officers 
stnd 5|497 npn-commissioned officers and 
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nmi ayt, into that very Sat^ommcOi 
whw^ we won the victpry, wliich yrw the 
cause of the elevation of bur commaDcler 

and of the vote of ^100^000 to him; 

Ttie same accouou lay, tha oar army have 

reirtakd into Pbrtui^^ -JBut| oo Ikis 

ftibject not a word is said, in the way of 
remark, in,o«r newspapers. They, in- 
deed, are so much occupied with their 
comments on the Russian victories, and 
With their spequlations as 19 the when and 
Ih^ when and the how and the who (A the 
deach of Buonaparte^ ^hat they have neither 
time nor room to say aiiy thing of the fate 

9f our own army. Besides, what are 

3 or 4 thousand n»en when we think of tiic 
hundreds of IhHisands, captured and killed 
•by Prince Kutusow, who really would^ 
aeem, from what our people say of him, to 
carry ,a whirlwind in bis breath, and whose 
whiskers appear to be a veriuble <* besom 
f « of destruction ?" — ^It is not ri^t, how- 
fver, to let our own commaodcr drop wholly 
OttI oif sight. We may admire the Rus- 
sian ; but, let him not quite eclipse Lord 
W€lliBCU>n« the Marquis of Wellington 1 
Our writers should bear this in mind; or 
fliey may possibly give umbrage. I would 
advise them when they have taken a good 
breathing upon the prowtss of Kutusow, to 
take a turn in the Peninsula ; and,, in wait- 
ing for new victories) let us have the old 

paes sung over again. 1 am afraid that 

ihi^ account of the Frepch is but too trut ; 
iind I must confess it, however unfashion- 
able I may appear, that I think more of 
ihf$t 3,407 men than I do of the whole 
Russian army and the whole Russian people 
into, the bargain. This is a real loss to 
^England; and, in the Russian victories (as 
they are called} I can see no real gain. If 
aU, aye all, that we have been told about 
tbos(^ victories be true, and that is a mon- 
atrous supposition, for we have, I believe, 
had accounts of the takuig and killing of 
more than a million of Freilchmen ; but, 
if it be all true, Russia is half ruined; she 
is crippled for many years, and will, in all 
buman probability, be unable of herself, to 
withstand a renewed attack. Whereas, in 
Spain, our loss is a real loss. It is a small 
iSrmy that the French have taken, accord- 
ing to their own account, during only the 
last month ; and yet, not a word of com- 
passion is expressed upon thb subject by 
those men who are so loud in their com- 
passion towards the Russians. — Our army 
.(if the French accounts be jirue) has been 
cruelly harassed on its retreat; killing hete 
and killing there; loss of ba|^ge and the 



like ; and yet node oflheie Write* atttdqir 
to auggest the ptopriety^sqiding the i 
ot comfort /Iv^in/ Thcynavtei 
Gar every body hot their 6wn 
They have cdmpassion even feft* the 
of France when they are teUmg us o^ tim 
wish to rise against BnoMapart^; bur for 
the English army or the Englbli peipJe 
never does a word of compaBskn <sc»ie 
them. Nay, the Tunes news-paper is bt 
abolishing Friendly Societies amonot the 
poor in England, because they ^<naue, it 
says, journeymen io leep up their wugesi 

Ilchister Jail. In the House of 

Commons, on the ^Ist of December, Sit 
Francis BuanErT presented a petition in 
behalf of certain persons, confined in II* 
Chester Jail upon a charge of riocio|f at 
the late Election at Bath, the purport of 
which petition will be ben gi^ Ib bit 
own words. He said it was ** a petit ion 
'^.^ from the friends fmd rdadMk «f tertnill 
^* persons of the names of HidEwood^ Tkj* 
M lor and LovtU, vdio were acprescBiCDO* 
^' fined in prison, and refused to be atiovicd 
*^ bail, unjustly, as the petition slated: and 
*^ who from their poverty were vnabre Cd 
(( bear the eipense of procoring a wik of 
*< Ao^Aif corbus."^Thit9t pemons ba4 bectt 
'^ represented to him ascieoenC» hafd-vevk* 
(«1ng men in Bath. At the late elflctktt 
<* there, a sort of riot bad happened in ^ 
^> Guildhall, in consequence or wUeh a few 
<* windows were broken, but no other mb- 
^^ chief took place. These persons, iiow- 
^< ever, one of whom was aJMaU of the 
^^ name of £. Lovell, were not taken op al 
<< the moment, but.fixed on next day as the 
*^ rhigleaders, and treated with a degree of 
<* severity which he thonghi altogetlw wt^ 
*' justifiable. They vrere refused bail, aad 
" sent oJSr to llcheiter prison, where they 
'^ had ever since been kq>t in solilary obUs^ 
*' and what was more, heanly irmud; fo 
*' which there could be no possible 
*< as their confinement alone was sec 
*' enough. All ofiers of asststaace m f&od 
'f and cloUting, by their relatives, hid also 
'< been rejected: in this excessively ooM 
" wfeather they were allowed no sim^ to 
*' warm tlumselves^ and were obliged lo 
** turn into their cells every evening hjftm 
<* o' clock f where they had nothing to He 
** upon but slraw^ vfith only one rug and a 
** covering. Nay, so far was this sort of 
'* prison discipline carried, that when ton- 
<* ed into their cells, they were oblt^ » 
^< leaye behind them (he great coats that iktf 
^'woreintheyard^ A /oi|f had also beet 
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^ allowance. This loaf, said tlM Hon. 
H Baft jMiiag it ibnii— tt appmed 
^* abAH the tlM rf a lfK#^/tiiy /#«/> was^ 
^ wtiA iMOier, ihe whok of the priteh al« 
'^ lowanee for the dailf food of one man* 
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that Mr. Burke had 
produced « dt^tr as illu9tr«iiig 
^^ tfaeficturd ef his own inm^UMi&n^ but 
^ «Ibs baf (bcfe the Hon. Bart. tfafiW If 
^^ 1^ the floor) bore tesHukmj to a rta) 
^^ fiiadl5|rtocM to any cif&fMl eountrf^ 
^ He was vny mueh afiraidi that a degree 
^ of severity and' oppression was ekerdsed 
«< In inaof «f the gaols of the kingdotti, 
<^ which the people at large Were Uttle 
^ aware of , and he trasied) that wt ellkt 
<* of ihe present petition, wdiddbeafene^ 
*^ vd in^iry into an^ intolerttble akises. 
^' It w» br from being his wish to bring 
^^ any diam against the Magftslrtles of the 
^' county* Cut Mbelieyed that the sove^ides 
^ of thenewpison dtsdpline) eouatenaitMri. 
u by some at theft), wM really ilioddn|. 
^* He might be^ toM that- ihe pfresent prl<> 
^^ soncvs had the a^eans of obtsdning ItgA 
** redress; bi^t they were poor, atl^coold 
^ notbear the expense of an applicatitafer 
•*a halfeoB eorpm. He called Upon the 
^^Hottse, ^herefiare, to interfefe in their 
'* favoor, otherwise tliey Ifligbt be aaualhr 
^starved bdbt^ the j^oi^ of the Arises/' 
I t>ke this teport as I find It in the Goo- 
-rier news-paper of the dStid in8l# It needs 
BO comment. The petition wis ordered to 
iieon the ubie,, and will) of course, be ta- 
tei up after the reoess. Hie hired Writers 
Ift London do not say any thing abeut ijr. 
They are so much taken up with the victo- 
ries of Ktttnsot^, and with their compassion 
for the Russians, that they have no th^e to 
attend to triJUs\A this sort. 

AHxaiCAN Statis.— Hie Message of 
the President is, as any man in his senses 
Itaight have expected, indicative of a reso- 
lution to keep on the war^ until we dve u^ 
the impresstdent of persons on board Ame- 
rican vessels on the high seas ; and it does 
not appear that Mr. Madison will be put 
out of bis chair. In short, all the hopes 
beld out to us by die hired writers, upon 
this subject, now appear ta have been falia- 
eious. The states are rapidly advancing in 

their manuf adores of all sens. As Lord 

Sheffield's notion of the dependance of Ame- 
rica upon Engknd for cloih is very preva- 
lent,.! here insert an^account of the ma- 
ttu&ctories in the Sute of New York only, 
ptecedbd by an acooum of the increase of 



the p0p9d9ihB^ that State rfnee the revo^ 
iMiohary wir. 
In the year 17M| • 4 189,896 
1791, . . 8^,190 
ISPOt . . 586,000 
1810, . . 960,000 
State of manufactures in tlie State of 

New York hi the year 1810 or 1811. • 

Looms, 33,068.— Yards of cloth (all kinds) 
9,099,703. Valne io dollars, 5,003^1, 
--TSmworks, 867. Value of leather in 
dollars, 1,299,543^-- Distilleries, 59l. 
Valne in dollars, 1,685,794.— Breweriesi 
43. Value in dollars, 340,766. FuUing- 
mills, 437.. Value of cloth in dollars. 
679,136.— Paper-miUs, 28. Value Id 
dollar^, 333,(!68.— Hat-factories, 134. 
Value hi dollars, 349,035.— Glass- works^ 
^ Value in dollars, 716,800. — Powder- 



mills, 3. Value in dollars, 10,400.— 
Rope-walks, 18. Value in dollars, 539,000. 
— Sugar-houses, 10. Value In dollars, 
430,7W.— Oil-hiills, 38. Value in doT- 
lar^^ 49,383.— Blast-fiimices, 11. Value 
in dollars, 305,300. — Air-furnaces, 10. 
Valde In dollars, 156,720.— Cut-nail-fae- 
tories, 44. Value in dollars, 376,933.— 
Forges, 48. Value in dollars, 185,340. 
— ^Trip-hammers 49. Value in dollars, 
3,603. — Rolling and slitting-mills, 1. 
V^lM hi dollars, 33^130. Total value in 
dollars, 13,085,535.- Also 413 carding- 
machines, value included in cloth above, 
and 36 cot ton- factories not included above, 
the doth there mentioned being the roanu-. 
facture of families only. The above re- 
turns are, moreover, believed to be short 
of the real amount ; tio tow-cloth was re- 
turned except for two counties. Instead of 
one there are 10 or 13 rolling and slitting- 
mills. The nail, hat, paper, and rope- 
factories, much exceed the number returned. 
All the woollen-factories were omitted. It 
may be safely affirmed, that the present 
annual value of the above-named manufac- 
tures exceed sixteen millions of dollars.-— ^ 
Now, I leave Lord Sheffield to judge, 
whether, at the end of two or three years 
more of war, America will ever want ano- 
ther yard of cloth from England. At his 
next Wool-fair Meeting, he will do well 

to insert this document in his report. 

In short, the war in Spain, by stocking 
America with sheep, laid the foimdation of 
its independence as to manufactures ; and 
tlds war will complete the supersiruclure. 

Already are the Sutes m a situation 

to export wool ; and, in a very few years, 
they will export cloth. That market, there- 
fore, b closed for ever, and I am not at all 
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tarry Cir k, •being ^xmvtDced^ chat, in the 
cadi ityiriil tend to the freedom, and 9 of 
course, to the )iappin^, of both <XMn- 
irks, £flgli^ aqd Ametrica. 

Wm, COBBETT. 



OFFICIAL PAPERS. 

London Gazette Extraordinary* 
/Conlinmdfirampage.lW.J 

lOonstrations on botlji winss, but the centre 
\yas chiefly engaged, this moming they 
began their retreat towards 3enn9« The 
troops who are in pursuit have as yet made 

about six hundred prisoners. It is 

zeally a pleasure to see these troops fight. 

The new-raised militia vie with the 

oldest regiments. One battalion of this 
mil ilia being with the advanced guard, on 
receiving orders to fall back, first refUsed 
to do so, saying, the Emperor had not 
5ent them there to retire, but to advance 
and beat the enemy, wbich they were 
willing to dp. 

I have, Sec. &c* 

(Signed) DORNBERG. 

' Precis of the Journal of the Operations of 
the d'ffereni Corps of the Arnty under 
the Command of Field- Marshal Prince 
Kutosoff, from (he \Uh lo the I5lh of 
November ^ 1812. 

On the 11th November, General Milla- 
radovitch reports, that on the 9th the ad- 
vanced guard under his command was to 
be at the village of Alexecoly; the next 
day at that of Yakoflf. Lieutenant-General 
Sheppelef reports, that a detachment, sent 
by him on the 29th, met a body of tlie 
enemy, and drove it out of Elnee; part of 
the Don Cossacks pursued it on the Smo- 
lensko road. The head quarters of the 
army were this day at the village of 
Lobcoflf. 

Nov. 12. — Lieutenant-General Count 
Orlofi* Deiiizoif, learning that a consider- 
able foraging parly of the enemy's cavalry 
and artillery depot were dispersed in the 
villages, attacked them, killed upwards of 
one thousapd five hundred, made one thou- 
sand three hundred prisoners, and took 
one tliuusalid horses, and four hundred 

carriages, mostly loaded with stores. 

Two corps of General Miilaradovitch ad- 



vanced to the vttUge of ilfngkiSl-^ — ^The 
anny halted. - 

Nov^ l3«r^Gaptain Nasd^in, of the 
hua^rs lof the guards, detached by Adju- 
tant iGeneral Count Oigeroff, attacked a 
detachmcQt of the enemy in the ^tillace of 
lUnorait with $oipe chaaseurs and h^jat 
cavalry; the combat lasted four hourr,' 
whei^ the enemy reiU'eated, to, the vilh^ of 
Michailofif^ wh^e he punned .and toob 

them. Detachments under Cohwei 

Prince Radbolk, and one aent out by Ma- 
jor-General CarpQ, made upwards oC 000 

hundred prisoners. GeaeraMifillarado^ 

vitch reports on the Idtb Noven^Mr, dutf 
Major-General Neoff had made 160 prt^ 
sooers at Charvanoff. — :-Major-Gcneral 
Volosdini reports, that Colonel Kreiganob- 
ski defeated a detachment of 7M mco^ 
under Major Abeijeu, killing a purt, and 
makipg prisoners the remain<kr, 370 nm, 
18 Officers, and one staff .auigjoon.—— 
Major-Geoeral Platoff reports, on the 9th 
of November, that having pursued Beau- 
harnois's corps, he came up with it at the 
rivej Bone, near the esute called Yandsoi^ 
and without regarding the advantages sC 
his position, he attadi:ed the enemy; on 
this occasion, besides . numbers of kiUed 
an4, wounded, hp took S3 pieces of cannon 
and 200 prisoners. He further r^nirtt, 
that, during the pursuit of Beauhatnois's 
corps on the 8th of November, 69 guns 
werie taken, and not 6^ as formerly rft* 
ported. General Platoff is now pursuing 

the remains of the same corps.-: Adjii* 

tant-Geneiral Orloff Denizoff attacked the 
enemy on their march to Krasnoi^ killed 
500 and took 400 on the 19th instant. 
The next day he took some prisoners, some 
of which were officers. 

Nov. 14. — Admiral Tchichasoff reports 
on the 11th instant, having left in the 
principality of Warsaw, a corps under the 
command of General Saohen. He marched 
with the remainder to Preyan, intendu^ 
to pursue his march through Slonim and 
Neswich, to Minsk, where he proposed to 
arrivp about the 17lhor 19th November; 
that he had sent orders to Major- General 
Leidei-s, and Lieutenant- Genera I Eartel, to 
march upon the same poii^. , The former 
from-Volhynia by Piusk, the latter froqi 
Mozern by Lutsk, and iJhat he i\-ould nqt 
fail to detach parties of light troops on tl^ 
side of Vina, to keep up the communicatioa 

with deuchments on that flank.- ^Jlntel- 

ligence halving been received from some 
French artillery prisoners, of the places 
where the enemy had concealed camion and 
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arms near BobttaBlcy mooastery, twenty- 
feyea caanao, fire or six tl^ousand stand of 
arms, five hinidlreil s^dbra, and fifteen 
thousand sbellsi ha«re been dug out. The 
hcad-^t^iarters of the zsmf wei« this day -at 
iheYiUaigeorUivff: 

. Nov, 15. — Major-General Platoff re- 
ports of the llth htttant, that Beauhamois's 
coq>s.havu9 tunicd from JDuckotchiiia road 
towaods Smolensko, he oootiimes tosor- 
wmad it, atad cut off all provisions and 

fimige. Adjutant-General Qoiint Or- 

jerair repents, under date of die 14th No- 
ymibitx^ that he attacked the village of 
Krasnoi. The yagers, disregarding the 
lire of grape, attacked the enemy's co- 
Inmns with their bayooets, and after a 
CiMnbat, in which our artillery and cavalry 
w«re also engaged, took possession of the 
town; but observing strong colomns of the 
enemy moving from ShM^ensko upon Kras- 
noi, they fell back three wersts, to the 
iarm of KulkoE In this afiair one Colonel 
and two hundred and fifty rank and file 
were taken.' — ^Lieutenant- General Goimt 
Oster^aun Tolstoy rq>orts, that being with 
his divtsioQ of infantry on the I4th, in the 
village of Kovuoff, and learning that the 
enemy was within half a werst of that 
place, he detached a squadron of the Kal- 
mopoisky regiment, which killed a part 

and took 10 prison€H.' General Mil- 

iaradovitch reports, on the 12th, that be- 
ing at the villaige of Kuageneim, he sent a 
patrol upon the road from Smolensko to 
Krasnoi, to reconnoitre the enemy,. which 
retuhied, having made 17 prisoners. The 
same day, Count Ostermann Tolstoy sent 
the Pskof ki regiment of dragoons to exa- 
mine the state of the villages occupied by 
the enemy. This regiment, perceiving 
three squadrons of cavalry, attacked and 

took five Officers and 290 men. The 

enemy remained also this day in the village 

of Usoff. Adjutant-General Count Or- 

loff Denizoff also sent in two Generals of 
the, division of General Almiras, and a 
Brigadier-General Burt, with an account 
of his having taken 20 pieces of cannon, 
near the town of Krashoi. 

. Si. Feiersburgk^ ^a¥. 25, 1812. 
My Lord, — In addition to my dispatch 
of the 23d instant, I have now the happi- 
ness to enclose a translation of reports 
which have been received ^from Field- 
Marshal Prince Kutosoff, of the 10th and 
20th mstant, conuining the details of the 
total defeat of the divisions of the French 
army, mider the commands of Marshals 



Davoost and Ney. Near '200 eahnoo, ancf 
90,000 prisoners^ have beoi taken ii> these 
afiairs. Buonaparte is stated to have been 
with Marshal Oavoust's corps in the night' 
£rom the i€th to the 17th, and to have 

left the field of battle at full speed* 

Every measure of precaution that could be 
th6uffht of at this distance, has been pro* 
video for by the Emperor to prevent the 
escape of th^ enemy ; and it appears that 
every exertion has been made by the se- 
veral Commanders of corps near Smo- 
lensko. Buonaparte has probably sent 
forward his fmKirite Gtiards, the Polish 
divisions, and part of the Italian ; but if 
Admiral Tchichagotf has arrived at his 
ground, it does not appear that this corps 

would escape to the ftxmtier. The db- 

play of force before General Count Witt- 
genstein's post, after the attack, was pro- 
bably with intention to favour the move- 
ment of the corps, which have marched 
upon Minsk. — r~It is jnot improbable that 
part of Victor's corps may have taken the^ 

same direction. General Wittgenstein 

is reinforced by the cavalry formerly under 
General Winzengerode, for the present 
commanded by Major-General Kutosoff^ 
who has made a most rapid mareh to Ba- 
binowitch, where he arrived time enough, 
on the 18th, to receive .four hundred pri- 
soners from one of the French divisions. 
He has also taken two Generals and ooa 

Colonel.; The French, with their usual 

savage and sacrilegious ferocity, wantonly 
blew up the venerable' cathedral of Smo^ 

lensko before they left that place. Tt 

Dtwn has been sung this day in the great 
cathedral, in presence of their Imperial 
Majesties and the whole Court; the ^^ Ba- 
ton de Mareschal" of Marshal Davoust, 
and such of the eagles and colours taken in 
the last afifair as are already arrived here, 
were previously brought to the cathedral, 
m which the other numerous trophies of 
war are already deposited. 

I have the honour to be, &c. 

(Signed) CATHCART. 

BftPtf oft Library 



Tweniif-ninth BulUlinofthe French Grand 
Arm^. 

MolotUischno, Die. 3.— >To the 6th No- 
vember the weather was fine, and the 
movement of the army executed with the 
greatest success. The cold weather began 
on the 7th ; from that moment we every 
night lost several himdred horses« and num- 
bm of men died in consequence of bivou* 
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mkmgi Acrtul M SwfiiMk^i wa kid 
km muxf MYkliy mi arUltoy 
^Tbe fiutiUKi 'ami^r from Vol^ 
iwti oppMcd t0 our righu Oitri%ht 
kfc thi MnU list of optntioBt^ asd iBok 
jbr ik&piYot of iu ofltniiiaiM $M WamAr 
Umti Qa tbt.Qdki the ^mpvotwm'm^ 
immti at Salolcorico of this change hi the 
Ike •£ opcmioiu, and coMtaivtd what the 
cnatay wouU do« However hard it uf-* 
peared'to hin to put himself in twifgrn a u t 
dariiq; ao crael « season, the new stale of 
things demanded: ic« /He cxpeoted to ar- 
tive at Minski or at least upon the Benetna, 
before theenetn^n on the 13th. he <|uitled 
Saaolensko; m the l6th he slept at Kras* 
nei.^-^^^The cdd^ whioh began the Tth, 
suddenly inereased, and en the 14tb9 lMh| 
»d 16th the thermometer was 16 and 18 
degrees below the CreeBmg pomt. — >-The 
wimdA wart covered with ice; the cavalry^ 
jntillttf ^ aad baigage horses perished every 
nif^t, not only by hundreds, but by thou- 
iuids, partioularly the German and French 
h i fws . In a fiiw days more than S0,000 
horsca perished ; oUr cavalry were on foot} 
onr artillery and our baggage were without 
cenveyance* It was necessary to abandon 
and destmy a good part of our cannani am* 
ipunitfODy and pfovisiens4**-«*^This armyi 
ao fine on the tth, was very different from 
the 14th : afanost without caralryi without 
srtillery, witiniut transports^ Without 
eavalryi we could not reconnoitre a quarter 
ef a league's distance; without arUUeryy 
we oould not nek a bettlci and firmly await 
it t k was requisite to march, in order not 
•e be constrained to a battle, which thte 
want of ammunition prevcmed tis from de* 
siring ; it was requisite to occupy a certain 
space not to> be turned, and that too with- 
out cavalry, which led and connected the 
'columns. This di fHcolty, joined to a cold 
which sitddenly came on, rendered our 
situation miserable^ Those men, wliom 
nature had not .sufficiently steeled to be 
above all the chances of fate and fortune, 
appeared ^book, lost their gaiety, their good 
humour, and dreamed but of misfortunes 
and cat as tr oph es ; -those whom she has 
preated superior to every thing, preserved 
their *gaiety and their ordbary manners, 
and saw fresh glory m the different difficul- 
ties to be surmo«uitcd4--'-'The enemy, 
who saw upon the 'reads traces of that 
frightfiid calamity whsoh had overtaken the 
French arasy^ cmkavoured to. take advan- 
t9fgt of kw He sisrronaded all the cohimns 
wifth his £ossacks, who carried off, fike 
the Arabs in the desertS) d»traHsa andicar> 



riagss which aipantedt nUa flsnaemptiMa 
eavalry, Irbiehefeily aaakonkise^ wtA'myam 
eapabk n( penssiitmgitfaNai^ a ebuiynay 
of voltiffsme^ readied tfiemseivee^ ftt'mi-^ 
dscble by favour of ctfcmMiteeaatf Nevea» 
theless the enemy had tor ivpeM of alltb# 
sesioOl ntiHn^ vHiilfalie wished to onder* 
tdkat ^thiy Were ovmhrown- by the Viee-t 
tQji^ befbae wihMi^ thqr wen yiacad,^^ 
lost many mAa^*--* — The Ddm of SkUiH 
gan, with B^QpO men^ had b W wn dp d» 
ramparuofStnehaska He Wa»juiiotisat 
^, and fouftd himeelf )in.a crithml posiiksit 
httt he extrieaiedlitestf from it vrMk dttC 
mtrepidity wkh which he is dJstJngMMhstF*. 
After having kept the eaamy^tvdtitaiM^ . 
from him during the whok day «f the i^th^ 
and oanstamly impulsed him at vifjbt^ mnit- 
a movement on the right) passed tiie Aa*^ 
ryathenes, and deoetv^ all the ralmihtiaai 
of the enemy .-«*Mki the 19ftfai dw anaf 
passed the Boryathenes at OrUf and ike 
Russian army, being frtiguad and hawing 
lost a graat number of teedi daaad btm 
iu attempU.-^^t-The ataay of Volhynla 
had inclmed on the lAth npdtk Wmk^ atf 
mardied ^x>n fiorisow. .Cen. Donriirow* 
ski defended the bridgehead of Utis ew 
with 3,000. men. On the 23d he waa 
foroedi and obliged to evacuate shis-pe^«^ 
|ion.r*~The enemy tbtat paseed the Btm^ 
sina, marching upon lebov t^ diyiaieft 
Lambert formed the advaDoed-gond. — t^ 
The second corps, cdmasaaKled by the Onke 
of Regftio,^ which Was at Taehereidi had 
received orders to march upon Borisow, l» 
secure to the army the passage of the Berc^ 

sine. On the Mth, the Duke of Reggie 

met the division, Lambert^ fiotir ieagnss 
from fiorisow, attacked and deieated.it, 
took 9,000 prisoners, six pieces of cannan, 
500 baggan-waggons^f the army of Vol* 
hynia, and direwjhe enemy en the r^- 
bank of thefieresina.^^ — General BerkdoK 
with the 4th cuirassiers, dislinguisbad hiii^ 
self hy a fine charge.. The eneoay oonM 
only secure his safety.' hy burmog iht 
bridge, which is more than 300 lotses in 
lengths Noverthelessy the enemy occqued 
all the passages of the Beresma; this river 
is forty toises wide, and had nmch Ooating 
ice on it, but lis banki are covered wim 
marshes 300 toises long» which prcaent 
great obstacles in clearing it. Hbe enemy's 
General had placed his four diviaiooa at 
the difienntd^ouches, where he preauiMl 
the French army wouU attempt to pM. 
1 — ^On the'!£6th, at break of day, the£aa- ^ 
perori after having deceived the eonmy by 
diArcnt movttiems aaade dnris^ t^i^ibr 
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S tu ii i fl taM i afidoMiMki^ is tpbe cf aui ca»- 
flSf^a di\'9smB| aod in k% piiMMft,'tw« 
luldges.lo.be dtrowti'Wer thi rttpti*. Tbe 
Bilke •TReggM pu^ed* attackad^he iMOiy) 
and led lHtd» figbtiagt two luiiirt. Tlie 
•oevf retired Mped.the Itte^^-penl of Bo- 
citow* Gteeral Legnmd, to oflter of the 
fint rate neril^ wis^tdlf , but mai danfser- 
ouaty^woisMM* Durn^ tbe wfaok dt^rs 

•f the Mtii«nd't7di, tbe vwf psnted.^ 

Tbo IMcis of BeUutto, commtndioff tik Mi 
<orp», hid Mieived orders to M]mw tbe 
iBOveaiBDrvf ^ -^dkc ofReggio, t* fonn 
Hw-cew gwird, and koep in cbeck the Ras- 
ttan amy froai tbe Darlna, which follewved 
Imd. Ponauntui's dififlioii fortnad tbe 
rearxgaard of M$ cortM^^-^^Oa the t7th, 
atno^thoDokeof Bellimo arrived with 
tan^ divisions at tiii bridge of Studaeanea* 
^ gim ftjaai's divimon set out at mgbt 
fron Borisow. A brigade of this divisiou, 
wMeb foirased the rear-guard, aad which 
Was chatiged with burtung tbe bridge, 
ttairhtd at le^n in the erening, and ar» 
fHad betwIti^.lO and 11 o'clock; it sought 
ks ftpst brigade and iu Geaeral, who had 
deponed two hours befiM^, and which it 
hwt not met with' in its foote. Its r€^ 



were lu Tim; some uneasiness 
was then conceived. Ail we have since 
teen able to leam is; ^t the first brigade 
set out at §ve o'dock, aaissed its way at 
abt, went to tbe richt in place of proceed^ 
Itfg to the lefty and marched two or three 
kigots in this direction ; that durii^ the 
Hij^, and benumbed with cold« it rallied 
at sceing-tbe enemy's fires which it asis- 
fook for those of the Frcneh army. Thus 
snrrotinded it was taken. This cruel 
inistsAe most hive caused us a loss of 
2,000 kifintry^ «« cavalry^ and three 
pieces «>fartlllery« Reports state, that the 
Geberal of Divisiofi was not with his cd- 

hmin and had marched alone. All the 

army having jessed on the momin2 of the 
Mth, the Duke of Bdluno guarded the 
Me du-pPHi upon the left bank ; the Duke 
ofReggio, and behhid bim all tbe army, 
was upon the right bank of the Borisow, 
haviag been ^iracuated, the armies of the 
UnkoL afld Volhynia communicated : they 
plttmcd aA attack on the S8th^ at biisak of 
day. The iMot of Rtggw causfd tU Em- 
peror to be infenned that he was attacked. 
Half an hour afterwards the Duke of Bd- 
luno way on the kft bank* TheDidLeof 
fildiingen immediately foltowed tbelMce 
oT Rttggio, and the Didee of Treviso^ the 
Ihike ^f Ebhtofte. Tin b«iik hmitae 



Wan*. The edamy wiAhig td luhi oa^ 
right, jQeneral D<lumere, commanding tbe 
dth divisioti of cuirassiers, which made 
part of the 9d corps that remained on the 
Dwida, ordered a ^ai|ps of caivalry, by 
the 4ih and 5th reginlents,of cuirassiers, at 
the momtoi when the legion of the Vistula 
was engaged in the woods, to pierce the 
centre df the enemy, who was defeated and 
put to the route^ with the enemy's cavalry 
which came to the assist atice of its infantry; 
Six thousand prisoners, two standards, and 
six pieces of cannon, feil into our handf. 
■ ■' O n his side the Duke of fielluno vi- 
gorously charged the enemy, defeated him, 
took from five^ to 600 prisoners, and did 
not sufier him to advance within the reach 
of the cannon of the bridge. General 
Foitmier made a fine charge of cavalry. 
In the bauie of tbe Beresina, the army of 
Volhynia suffered much. The Duke of 
Reggio was woimded, but his wound is 
not dangerous. He received a bail in his 
side.-^^-— The next day (the 29thJ we re- 
mained on the field of battle. We had to 
BSidte our choice between two routes— -that 
to Minsk and that to Wiina. The road to 
Minsk led through the middle of a forest 
and of uncultivated marches, where it was 
impossible for the army to subsist itself. 
On the contrary, the road to Wilna led 
through a very fine country. The amy 
being without cavalry, deficient of amMu- 
nitian, and horribly fatigued by 50 days 
march, carrying in iU train all the arick 
and wounded of so many battles, stood 
greatly in need of getting to its magazines. 

^ On the 30th, die head-quarters were 

at Plechnitsi; on the 1st Dec. at Slaike, 
and on the 3d, at Molodetschno, where 
the army received the first convoys fix>m 

Wilna. All die wounded Oflicers and 

soldiers, and whatever else could be of 
embarrassment, with the baggage, fcc. 

were sent off »o Wilna. To say that 

the army stands in need of re-establishing 
its discipline, of refreshing itself, of rt* 
mounting its cavalry, completing its ar« 
tillery, and its materials, this is the result 
of the Expose which has just been inade. 
Its Impose is of the first necessity. The 
material and the horses are comfAg hx; 
Caneral Boureier has aiteady more than 
tO,000 remount horses In diffh'ent dep6ts. 
— ^— The artillery has already tvpaifed its 
lasses. The Generals, Ofli^, aod ioU 
diers have miiftred greirtfy^ (h>tti want. 
Numbers have tost tbeff baggage by the 
losi of their herM, tfud sevelral by th^ 
Mm ^ *e -CkAWdks' tmbosltes. The 
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Cossacks klve taken numben of isolated 
persons, of geographical engineers, who 
were takittg * positions, and of wounded 
Officers, who were marching without pre- 
caution, preferring running the risk to 
ooanchiag slowly, and going with the con- 
voy.-^ — The reports of die General Officers 
oonimanding the difierent corps will make 
known what Officers and soldiers have 
chiefly distinguished themselves, and the 
details of thtte memorable events.^^— -In 
4II these movements the Emperor has been 
conttnoally marching in the middle of his 
guards. Tlie cavalry commanded by 
Marshal Duke of Istria, and the inbntry 

commanded by the Duke of Damzic. 

His Majesty has been well satisfied with 
the fine spirit shewn by his guards. They 
have always been ready to shew themselves 
every wliere that their presence was need- 
ful : but circumstances have always been 
such that their appearance alone was suffi- 
cient,* and that they never were in a case 
which required them to charge. — ThePrince 
of Neufchatel, theCrand Marshal^ theCrand 
£query,and allthe Aids-de-Camp and Mili- 
tary Officers of the household, have always 

accompanied His Majesty. Our cavalry 

was dismounted to such a degree, that it 
was necessary to collect the Officers, who 
had still a horse remaining, in order to 

form four com (Sanies of 150 men each. 

The Generals there performed the functions 
of Captains, and the Colonels those of 
Subalterns. — This sacred squadron, com- 
manded by General Grouchy, and under 
the orders of the King of Naples, did not 
lose sight of the Emperor in all these 
movements. The health of His Majesty 
was never better. 



AMERICAN PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE. 
Washington C'Uy^ Jfov. 4.-— The Presi- 
dent of the United States this day commu- 
nicated to Mr. Coles, his private Secretary, 
the following Message to Congress : — 

Fellow Citizens of the Senate and House 0/ 
Representaiivts^ . 
On our present meeting, it is my first 
duty, to invite your attention to the provi- 
dential favours which our country has ex- 
perienced in the imusual degree of health 
dispensed to its inhabitants, and in the rich 
abundance with which the earth has re- 
warded the labours bestowed on it. „ In the 
successful cultivation of other branches of 
industry, and in the progress of general 
improvement favourable to the lutiooal 



pro^Miity, there if jud ^ccasMn ' also far 
our mutii^ coogratulatioiis and rhankftiU 

nets* ^With these blessings are nattkal- 

ly mingled the pvessures and ▼icissltudcg 
incidental to the suieof war, into which the 
Uniced States have been forced by the per- 
severance of a Foreign Power in in Mjwtem 
of injustice and aggression. Previoos Co 
its declaration^' it was deeaied pnqper, as a 
measure of precaution and forecast, that a 
considerable force should be placed in the 
Michigan territory, with a general view to 
its security ; and, in the event of war,, to 
such operations in the uppermost Canada, 
as would intercept the liostile infiueooe of 
Great Britain over the savages ; obuin the 
command of the lake on which that part oC 
Canada borders; and maintain co-opctat- 
ing relations with such forces as m$^ be 
most conveniently employed against other 

parts. Bri^ier-Gen. Hull wascfaaraed 

with this provisional service, bavii^^ under 
his command a body of trmms, composed iof 
regulars and of volunteers from the state of 
Ohio : having reached his destination, after 
his knowledge of the war, and poeseisiDg 
discretionary authority to aa offimsivelyt 
he passed into the neighbouring territory 
of the enemy with a prospect of aneasf: 
and victorious progress. The expedition^ 
nevertheless,, termmated unforttmacelft oot 
only m a retreat to the town and (on ot 
Detroit, but in the stuitnder of bpth, and 
of the gallant corps commanded by that 
Officer. The causes of this painful reverse 
will be investigated by a military tribunaL 
A distinguishing feature in the operations 
which preceded and followed this adverse 
event, is the use made by the enemy of the 
merciless savages under their inflncnce. 
Whilst the bei^volent policy of the United 
States invariably reconunended peace, and 
promoted civilization amongst that wretch- 
ed portion of the human race, and was 
makmg exertions to dissuade them from 
takmg either side in the war, the enemy 
has not scrupled to call to his aid their 
ruthless ferocity, armed with the horrors 
of those instruments of carnage and torture 
which are known to spare neither age nor 
sex. In this outrage against the laws of 
honourable war, aind against the feelion 
sacred to humanity, the British Command- 
ers cannot resort to a plan of retaliation; 
for it is coipmitted in the face of our ex- 
ample. They cannot mitigate it by calling 
it a. self-defence ^inst men in arms,- for it 
embraces the most shocking butcheries of 
defenceless families ; nor can it be pretend^ 
ed diat ihey are not answerable for tht 
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Miteities perpecfated, since the savam are 
enploycd whh the knowledge, and even 
ipvith menaces, that their fury could not be 
c«mtrQled« Such is the spectacle which the 
deputed authorities of a nation, boasting 
its relietofi and morality, have not been re- 
strained from presenting to an enlightened 

^« The misfortune at Detroit was 

not, however, without a consoling effect. 
It was followed by signal proofs that the 
national spirit rises according to the pres^ 
I on it. The losi of an important post, 



and of the brave men surrendered with itj 
inspired every where new ardour and de- 
termination. In the .states and diatricts 
least remote, it was no sooner known, than 
every Citizen was eager to fly with his 
arms at once to protect his brethren agamst 
the blood-thirsty savages let loose by the 
tn^my on an extensive frontier; and to 
€Qnvert a partial calamity into a source of 
invigorated e^rts. This patriotic zeal, 
which it was necessary rather to limit than 
excite, has embodied an ample force from 
the states of Kentucky and Ohio, and from 
parts of Pennsylvania ai^d Virginia* It is 
placed, with the addition of a few regulars, 
under the command of Brigadier-Ckneral 
Harrison, who possesses the entire confi- 
dence of his fellow- soldiers ; among whom 
are citizens, some olUhem volunteers in the 
ranks, not less distiqguished by their poli- 
tical stations than by their personal merits. 
— — The greater portion of this force is 
proceeding on fts destination towards the 
Michigan territory, having succeeded in 
relieving an important frontier post, and in 
aeveral incidental operations against ho&tile 
tribes of savages, rendered indispensable by 
the subserviency into which they had been 
aeduced by the enemy; a seduction the 
more cruel, as it could not fail to impose a 
necessity of precautionary severities against 

tliose who yielded to it. ^At a recent 

date an attack was made on a post of the 
enemy near Niagara, by a detachment of 
the regular and other forces, under the 
command of Major-Gen* Van Renssellaer, 
of the Militia of the State pf New York. 
The attack, it appears, was ordered in com- 
pliance with the ardbur of the troops, who 
executed it with distinguished gallantry, 
and were for a time victorious ; but not re- 
ceiving the expected support, they were 
comp^ed to yield to reinforcements of 
BritiSrii rq^ars and savajjes. Our loss 
lias been considerable, ana is deeply to be 
lamented* That of the enemy, less ascer- 
tained, will be the more felt, as it includes 
among the killed the Commanding General, 



who was also Governor of the province; 
and was sustained by veteran troops, fcoak 
inexperienced soldiers, who must daily im« 
prove in the duties of the field.— ^ — Our 
expectation of gaining the command of the 
Lakes, by the invasion of Canada from Db- 
troit, haying been ^disappointed, measures 
were instantly taken to provide on them a 
naval force superior, tb. that of the enemy* 
From the talents and activity of the Officer 
charged with this object, every thing thai 
can be done may be expect^. Should the 
present season not admit of complete suc- 
cess, the progress made will ensure for |he 
next a naval ascendency where it is essen-^ 
tial, to a permanent peace with, and a con- 
trol over, the Savages. Among the in- 
cidents to the measures of the war, I am 
constrained to advert to the refusal of the 
Govenu)rs of Massachusetts. and Connecti- 
cut to fiimish the required detachmema of 
militia towards the defence of the maritime 
frontier. The refusal was founded on a 
novel and. unfortunate exposition of the pro* 
visfons of the Constitution relating to the 
militia. The correspondence whidi will 
be before you, contains the requisite infor- 
mation on the subject. It is obvious, that 
if the authority of the United Sutes to call 
into service, aiid command the militia for 
the public defence can be thus frustrated, 
even in a state of declared war, and of 
course. under apprehensions of invasion pre- 
cedmg war, they are not one nation for the 
purpose most of all requiring it, and that 
the public safety may have no other re- 
source than those large and permanent mi- 
litary establishments which are forbidden 
by the principles of our free government, 
and agiiinst the necessity of which the mi- 
litia were meant to be a constitutional bul- 
wark. On the coasts and on the ocean, 

the war has been as successful as circtmi- 
staaces inseparable from its early stages 
could promise* Our pqblic ships and pri- 
vate cruizers, by their activity, and where 
there was occasion, by their intrepidity, 
have made the enemy sensible of the dif- 
ference between a reciprocity of captures, 
and the long confinement of them to their 
side. Our trade, with little exception, has 
safely reached our ports, having been much 
favoured in it by the course pursued by a 
squadron of our frigates, under the cona- 
mand of Commodore Rodgers ; and in the 
instance in which skill and bravery wens 
more particularly tried with those of the 
enemy, the American flag had an auspici- 
ous triumph* The frigate Constitutioq, 
commanded by Captain Hull, after a close 
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and skort eagaj^lBMiit, €«Dplii«Iy ditabM 
aad captured a British frigatt ; gaiuiBg for 
that ofiuoery and all oa Ward, a pnw 
whkh caniMt be too libvaU^r Imtowod^Ft*? 
aot mtnlf for the victory acHiaUy ackioY- 
ods but for that pnompt tBd-oool extctioii 
•f oommaixln^ taknu, which) givmg to 
courage k$ hi|fat8l charactevi aad to tbt 
loves applied lU full cfiect, proved that 
Hiore otmld have bean done ia a cooieit r^** 
fuiring. more*-'-*- Anxious to ahridgf tho 
oviU from which a state pf war bamiot b^ 
eimopt, I loit no time after it was dtdMt^ 
ed| hi CODvepng to the British Covenraieiil 
the terms oo which iu progress might be 
anrasted, .without waitUig the dela^ps of a 
iormal and final pacification: and our 
Charge d'Affiiires at London wtt at the 
tame time authorized to agree to aa armis- 
Ike, founded upon them. These terms re* 
quu^ that the Orders in Couactl should 
be repealed, as they aflfitcted the United 
Stales, without a revival of the blockades 
violating acknowledged rules; that there 
shoisld be an immediate discharge of Ame^ 
rican seamen from British ships, and a 
stop to impressments from American ships, 
with an understanding that an exclusion olf 
the seamen of each nation from the ships of 
the other should be stipulated, and that the 
armistice should be improved into a<kfini<i 
tive and comprehensive adjastment of d^ 
pending controversies.-— ^Although a ve? 
peal of the orders susceptible of expiana* 
Hions meeting the views of this Govemt 
ment, had taken phoe before this piictfie 
advance was communicated to that of Great 
Brkaia, the advance was declined from an 
avowed repdgaance to a euspension of the 
practice ot impeesement during the *armfs» 
lice, and without any intimation that^the 
arrangement proposed with respect to sea^ 
9Mn* wottid be accepted. Whether the 
eubscquent communications from this Go* 
vefDoent, aflfording an occasion for recon* 
tidering the subject on the part of Cveat 
Briuin, will be viewed in a more favour- 
able light, or reoeived io a more acoom- 
saodaihig spirit, remains to be known. R 
wnuld M unwise to relax our measunes, fat 
aayeespect, on a presumption of such are- ^ 
suit . ■ T bt documentji from the depart- 
miBntof State, which relme to this simfect, 
Witt give a view also of the profktsitioas for 
an Armistice, which have been received 
hire; one of them from the authorities at 
Halifax and in Canada, the other from tlie 
lintish Govemapent itself^ through Admi- 
val Warren; andoftbe grounds upon which 
ttiliher of them couU ba acti^ted.'-^-^Our 



a&irs wiib Vfaaea retahi iha posiure wUdi 
they held at my last comnniiucation to 
you*— 'Notfwithnandhig ' the aodbortxed 
expectation of aa eaify as well as favour'^ 
able isaue'bf the discass«H» <m'feot, tlMt 
have been procrastinated to the latest datti 
The only intervening occorrenee merith^* 
attention, is the pffomulgation'of a Freocll 
decree, pmrportuia to be a definitive repeat 
of the Berlki and Miltta Decreeei lUa 
proceeding, althongh made the gromd'of 
the repeal of the British Orders in Contf^ 
cil, iS" rendered, by die tiaM-and manner 
of it, iiabfe- ta many objectlens.—- ^-^—iphft 
final eommunications from our ipecitf 1^ 
nister to Denmark, aSbi4 (luther biooIs^<iI 
the good efibcu of Eis mission, aM cf te 
amicable disposition of the Danisb O^HinM^ 
ment. From Russia we haire the latisfiu^ 
tion to receive assaraaeea of eoDiinaed 
fiiendshipy and that^it wiUnociieaibeted 
by the nipturo between the United 9^Aea 
and Great Britahi. Sweden also pt^bssei 
sentiments CavouraUe to subsisting hann6A 

ny. With' the Barbwy Powers, except^ 

iag that of Algiers, ovs aflUrs remaM oit 
tlie ordinary fming. The Gonsol G<aieral 
residing with that ilegeney, has suiddeul)^ 
and without cause^ been bimishifed, togeriier 
with all the American citia^ found tharr. 
Whether thii was the traadtory eUscf of 
capricioue dfwpotiam, or tfal fireiaol of pre^ 
determined hostility^ Is not aseertainedl 
Frecaotions were takeo by the Coimol on 
the latter suppoiition*<*— The Icidian tribes, 
not under foreiga insttgattdns^ remain at 
peace, and reoetve the civiMainr anentioi* 
which have prdved sa beneficial to them, 
— ^With a view to that vigorens prosectf- 
tion of the war to which oar natioail hm^ 
ties are adequate, the attemktn of Qongresk 
will be partioulavly drawn to the hisu9> 
dency of the existmg provisions for filHog 
up the military establishment. Such k the 
happy condition of oar country, arish^ 
from the' facility of subsieteiioe, and thb 
high wages for every species of occupatibii, 
that, notwithstandiag the augmented ki- 
ducemems provided at the last Session, a 
partial success onlfhas attended therecniit- 
mpservfce. The deficiency has been na. 
oessarity supplied during the campaign hf 
otfa^thati r^ular trdops, withaH the in- 
conveaiedcesandexpMesiiMiideBi totfaeai. 
Theremedv lies, ia establishing ineire fa- 
vourably for the pdvate soldiery tiiepri- 
portion between his reoompease and the 
term of his mlistonent r and it is a aalfeat 
which cannot -400- soon or too seriourif Be 
taken into ooneideracioih Hie aittMl httaf* 
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ficiengr lias 1>eai,cxperiepced jn the provi- 
akms tor volimtccM made by an Act of the 
last Sessioii. The recompciue fqf the 9er- 
ji^ ^required in this case, is stUl less at- 
tmctive thaoi in the other: and although 
yairfodMtt aloiw has sent into the field some 
y^ipable p)rps pf that desqriptioni those 
^)f^ Wko can affoir4 tb^ sfcrificei can rea- 
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jMttMv be czpectAd tn yitU 10 the impulse. 
It nHu uerit ^^oasideration also, iirhether, 
af a]u«ili?ry U> the security of our frontier, 
tciry^ my Dotheadvantagieoasly orf^«uaed» 
wMhfftcesUPifftiMi of. their soryices lo pani- 
#l d«r districts conyeniftit to them; and 
Vrj^^;^ ^Joqil or occasional services of 
vrnim^ilff ^ih^^M ^ sea^pprt tpwns^ 
xwdm ai^miiar organiiatioa, would not be 
aiM^ai^ additipB^o^ the means .of ihekr de- 
fff/of^ ' I recotiqiinend a pfovision lor ai( iiir 
€ti^ of 4Jhe GepfBFti}i0Scer« of tl^ ^rinyi. 
dm deficicBtfj^ of which has hotn Uhislntted 
bjr |iie lumtibr^^ distance of- septoitip 
'-^"TJb^k|s^, V^dlt the caus^ of the ynir, 






^ ticid^bui^ Qf t|^ service, .have re 

mmfpd : mMl I>^amMt jukss Soo sifOngly o» 

dm eafHeit attcotion-of the Leglsifituliei'th^ 

itjip&nmV"^ the rj5-ojx4nix^tioQ of th^ 

mimrxljaliBOfeeai^'defiiitte ^ reialions-smd 
l^b^>9Q^biH(ie»'pf its ievM<ti'de|rartmeAts r 
C^af lli^ifi £n#m ter improT^pie^ts ijrhich 

imD€n§i 4iinwW appfln^in».4o.dm army 
mid the' ¥fto^' is-eqaallv incukated *by the 
^ifVPpfe S?f ftCb'» fipunirics, 5U»ifry |hc cxr 
p^rience^ iP^r pi|9ic^^rr-7A W^jWoiii o| rt^ 
liilitiaiiAWi, for-tiie.pui|il>if rf itndering 
them fAoft aptpfni^^ atad beHer adapting 
(httxn to $;ni^^^ic9 n^f the war, i» (it this 
q^ p^JrdciiJ^urW dfs^I^ Of the jiddir 
l^q^ sUps.aiitiwnaad to bc.Bned lor ser^ 
vim, two win be riiortl^ FCadv to sfiii ; a 
third J^ uipder ^pair^ and d^^Y Will b^ 
3yol4f4 *¥ itit.ffi^ of jth^fc^duet Of 
tbe apymprhUMos ilar the ptHJcbasc of ma*- 
terials fd^ ^h^butldingi the greater wt 
has been ap^ed to A^t obj^i ana the 
purcfa^Kies.wiU l»^ ^o^tjuy^ ^itji ^he b^i- 
lance. The«marpiising spirit which hat 
^tfaaracierifeed our -naTri force, aqd its sue* 
c^s bpth in reji^ioi^g insults and depre- 
^aijons o^ our ig^^stf i ^id in reprisals on 
the enemy, -wiU aoi bit to Bwnmmtnri an 
eolai^ement upod it* lliere bejng rea- 
son to believe, that the Act proiiibiting the 
acceptance of British licenses is not a suffi- 
cient gp«?T *l ajp ^^ ff fV * \i ^. jof them. Car 
|>urpo8es fovoucibie to lbs intwesto and 
views of the cnemy^ Amber- pnMrisions on 
ibatadijoct »ehi|hlyimport«iit. Moris 



it I^ss 30, thjit .penal enactments should be 
provided for cases of corrtipt and perfkliouft 
iDter^OMr^ with the enemy, not amounting 
to treason, nor yet embraced by any ,3ta:| 
tutory provisions. A considerable num- 
ber of American vessels, which in England 
wh^ (he revocation of the Orders in (Joun^ 
cU took place, were laden with Britisb 
manufacmres, undisr an erroneous imprm- 
sion th^l the Non*Importation Act woul4 
immediately cease to operate, have arrive4 
ij» the United Slates. It did not appcnv 
proper io extocise on unfeeeseen esses of 
such magnitude, the ordinary powers ve$t-* 
ed in the Treasury Department^ to mitizato 
forfeitures withiNtt previously affi>rding 
Gongresi an opportunity of making on th^ 
subject such provisions as they may thinl^ 
proper* In tbeif decisipu, they wi)l^ 
doubtless, eqiialiy consult what is due to 
equitable ecmideratioM, and to the pubiie . 
interest.-:-^— The receipts into the Treasury 
during the year ending on the 30th of Sept« 
l^atr nave exceeded l^ mUliooe 4uad an hatf 
of dollars; which have been suficient to 
defrav' all the demands on the Treasury t^ 
ihat^y, including a ncpessarv reimburse^ 
n»ent oi jicar three miliions ot thi pdnciT 
pal of the public debt. In these receipts 
are included a 'ftmn of near 8,850,000 re-^ 
^ved ^ 94XimA of the loims ?iuthori;E&| 
by tbe Aas of last Sessioa* The wholo 
sum aetnally obtained on loan ameuata t0 
1 1 million^ pf - dollars, the residue of 
lyhicb beipg repeiv?Me subsequent to tbi 
mh of Sf^emfaff, will, tpgether with tbi 
current revemic^ enable us to defray aU th« 

expense of thi^ y^. The duties 6i| 

th$ Ute pi^vp^teq ioiportatioas of Britjsb 
manpfafiiures will render the revenue of ttm 
ensuing year more producti¥t than cmM 
have been anticipaed* The situatioi^of 
our country, fellow citi;Eens, is not withoijit 
iitp diflSpiltieSf though it abpunds in imU 
mating consideraiioM, of which thevles^ 
here presented of our pecuniary resources !• 
an (s^campie* With more than pn^ nation 
wft h^t^ eetiou* an d >m s e < tW d wp;iiyini?^ai^ 
and with oip powerful in the ^ownds in4 
habitst>f war, we are at war. Thespltte 
and strength pf this n^tipn are qeverthelesi 
e^iial ji^ tne support of all its rights, inj 
to oarry it dvough all its tf idds« IShey em 
be met in that cpn^dence. Abpye sdf, W# 
have the Snestiibahle i^onsolatic^ of ktaow« 
uig, that the war in which we are actually 

emCUEed. Ia a, war nmith^r of o«wKi#l»fc«m nn* 

mm^acf} iJutJtu wafod, not in viola- 
Ikm of the ngha of others, but in the 
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'^5 illustrated in Ike Ptosicuiion and f^uu$hnunt tf 
WIJ-UAM GOBBETT. ' / 



*5n ' 

In order that my countiyineo and that the 
' "World may not be deceived, duped, and cheated 
«pon thU subject, I, WILLIAM COBBETT, 
•f Botley, in Haapsbire, ^ Ml upon record 
the followtii«^ Acts: to wit: That, ok the 24th 
June, 1809, the fol^owiaf article waa pab- 
fiibed in a London newa-paper, called the 

CocmiCR : *^ The Matiiiy amongst the JJO- 

« CKL MILITIA, which broke oat at Ely, wai 
^fmUm^h^ Mippreaaad m- W«*Madar far the 
'< arrival, <tf four sqiiadrona of the GERMAN 
<< LEGION CAVALRY from Bury, under the 
^ command of General Auckland. Five of the 
« riogleaderi were tried by a Court-Martial, and 
« mnImwmI to raedoe 500 ki&if «acA, part of which 
<< punishment they received on Wednesday, and 
'< a part was remitted. A dcfpagefgr th^ kntqh 
^ 9adc$ was the ground of the compHiint tiiat ex- 
** cHed this immnons spirit, which occasioned 
*^ the men to^snitonnd their officers, and denumd 
<<vrhat they 4i|eemed their arrears. The first 
^ division or the German Legion halted yesterday 

** at Newniartiet on their retom to Bury.** 

That, on the Ist Jnly^ 1809, I pohlidMd, in the 
B>litical Regiater, an article censnring, in the 
strongest terms, thfse procaedangs; that, for so 
}ko\xtg, Uie AttomcT Generalprosecnted, as sedi- 
tious libellers, and by Ex-OiBcio Inlbrmation, 
ma, andnlsemyprlnfter, mypabUsher, and one 
•f the prittc^ret»ilet»of AePolitical Register; 
that I «ms brought to trial on the 15th June, 
18ld, and was, by a Special Jury, that is to say, 
by 12 men out of 48 appointed by the Master of 
Hie Crown Ofltee, found guilty ; tet, on the 
toth of the vune month, I was campeUed to give 
bail for m^ appearance to receive jadgment^ 
and that, as I came up iVom Botley (to which 
place I had returned to my family and my tarm 
Sn the evening of the f 51liX n Tipstaff went 
^wn from London m order to seiae me, par* 
aonaUy ; that, on the 9th of July, I8i0, I, toge- 
ther with my printer, publisher and the news- 
man, were brought mto the Court of Ring'i 
Bench to reecute jndcment; that the tliree 
former weve aenteneed !to be. imprisoned fior 
aome months in the King's Bench prison; that I 
was sentenced to be imprisoned for two years in 
Newgate, the sreat receptacle for male&ctors, 
andme front of which is the scene of numerous 
I^ Pg h y in the course of every year; that the 
part of the prison in which I vms sentenced to be 
coined is sometimes inhabited by felons, tiiat 
felons were actually !n it at the time I ebtered 
it ; Hiat one man was taken out of tt to be trans- 
poftcd in about 4a houra after I mm put into the 
aame yard with him ; and that it is the place of 
confinement for men guBty of unnatural crimes, 
of whom th^re are four in it at this time ; that. 
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yearsi myseff in tlie sum of 3,000 pounds, and 



that the whole of this sentence has been executed 
upon me, that I have been ioDfirisoned the two 
years, have paid tb^ thousand pounds TO THE^ 
KING, andlaiv^ glaeu te hmi, llmoilif ttuMra 
and Peter Walter. :£8qiik Ml^ my saretieas 
that the Attorney ueneral was Sir Vicarv Gibh^ 
the Judge who .sai at die trial Lord Eftenboroagn, 
the four Judges whojatatfAsMngsentaice EHen- 
borangbv Oraae^ 1^ Blanc, and Bailey ; amd tfmi 
the jurors were, Thoniaa Rhodes of Hampetead 
Road, John Davis of Southampton Place, JaaMS 
Efli» ci Tottenham Court Road, John Rlduuds 
of Bayswater, Thomas Manham of Baker Street, 
Robert Ifeatbcote of Ifigh fiuvet Mnrylebena, 
John Mand of York PhifevldmylebODe^ Gcwge 
Bugster of Church Terrace Pancrm, Tkonma 
Taylor ofR6d lion Square, David I>^um<^ St. 
John Street, WIHuMn Pahner of Tapper Street 
Ishngtoa, Henry Bavre of VM lUi; Aat dio 
Priifie Ministers during the tinie wane Spmioer 
Perceval, until he was shot W John Bellinghan, 
aind after thAt Robert B. Jenkinson, Earl of li- 
▼eipool; that the prosecution and sentence took 
place in tiie reign of Einy Geoffge the Third, and 
timt, belmtiogbecoiye M]amiednrinc.my impii- 
sonment, the 1,000 poimds was naia to his son, 
the Prince Regent, in his bclHiif: mat, during my 
impriaonment, I wrote and pa bfahtd 3g* Emsya 
and Letters upon pditieil mlgacta; tlrt^ daring 
the same time, I was vi|itad bj pemona ftom 197 
cities and towns, many of (hem u a sort ofdepa* 
ties from Societies or Clubs ; that, at the expira- 
tion oCm^ imprisottment, on the 9m of Juhr, laif, 
a gieac dmner was given in London larOw pur- 
pose of receivuig m#, ^ which dinmer mnyM 9i 
600 persons were present, and at iraich Sir 
Francis Burdett presided ; Oat dinnen and other 
parties were held on the same occasion in many 
other places in EMand; tint, onmy way home, 
I was received at Alton, the first town In ^amp- 
shire, with the ringing of the Church bells; thai 
A resptetabl^ company met me and gave me a 
dinner at Wincheater; diat I was^diawn from 
mora than the distance of n mBe into Botley by . 
the people; that, upon mj mrrivfl in the irngft 
I found all tiie people amembted to receive me; 
that I concluded the diy by ^lainins to them 
th^ canse of my imprisonment, and by firing 
timm deaf notioaa ivspectkigtiMfioaiivofim 
Local IfiliU^meo at Ely, and respeemi the mi* 
ployment of German ^Troops; and, fimoly, which 
IS more fhkn a compensation for mv lossca and all 
my^nilerinns, I am in perfect healm and atrenglh, 
ami, thooim I must, tor the mice of six rtd ldi an, 
feel t^e diminution that hna b^en made in n^ 
pro|>erty (thinkuig it right in me to decNne the 
offer ofa subscription), I haye the consolation to 
see growbig op three sons, upon whoae hearts, I 
trust, att theaMkots wiUbernigmmai. 

: Wm^cobbbtt. 

Bat(<y^ July 35, 1819. 
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